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CHAP.     LII.    continued. 

^he  Hijiory  of  Rome^  from  the  Settlement  of  the    ' 
Roman  Empire  to  the  Death  of  Nero ^  the  laji 
of  the  Family  of  the  Cafars. 

IN  the  courfe  of  this  year^  Csefoniiis  Paetus  and  Petronius  Vr .  of  Fl, 
Turpilianus.bcing  confuls,  the  Romans  fufFered  a  dread-       »4io. 
ful  daughter  in  Britain.   .  Didius  had  been  fucceeded  in    A.  D.  61. 
that  province  by  Veranius,  a  general  of  great  reputation,  ^'  ^'  ^'^ 
who  meditated  mighty  projefts,  which  were  all  defeated  ^^^  ^     ^r 
by  his  death.    His  place  was  filled  by  Suetonius  PaulinuSf  offMrs  m 
who  had  acquired  great  fame  as  a  military  commander,  in  Britain. 
being  the  firft  Roman  who  had  pafled  Mount  Atlas  in  Af- 
rica, and  penetrated  to  the  banks  of  the  Niger.     His  firft 
exploit  in  Britain  was' the  conqueft  of  Mpna,  or  Anglefey, 
an  ifland  feparated  from  the  country  of  Wales  by  a  narrow 
channel,  over  which  he  tranfported  his  infantry  in  flat-bot- 
tomed boats,  while  his  cavalry  pafled  by  fwimming.    Monsi 
was  the  chief  retreat  of  the  Druids,  who  had  their  colleges 
and  their  facred  groves,  and  here  fixed  the  metropolitan 
feat  of  their  religion.     Suetonius  found  it  would  b^  im« 
pofiible  to  fubdue  the  Britons  effe£lually,  while  this  order 
of  men  fubfiiled,  to  influence  their  condufi,  and  infpird 
them  with  an  enthufiailic  love  of  liberty  and  independence. 
He  therefore  refolved  to  dcftroy  the  fctminary  at  once,  and 
Vol.  XUL  B  extirpate 
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extirpate  the  religion  of  the  Drtiida  root  and  brancht  Tht 
iflanders  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the  (hore  to 
oppofehim^  and  he  faw  a  number  of  women  habited  like 
Furies,  with  difhevelied  hair,  and  torches  in  their  hands, 
furrounded  by  Druids,  who  lifted  up  their  hands  to  heaven, 
and  poured  forth  the  mod  terrible  execrations*  The  Ro- 
mans were  fo  confounded  at  this  fpe£tacle,  that  they  ftood 
for  fome  time  motionlefs,  and  received  the  firft  afiault  of 
the  Britons  without  ofin^  their  arms  in  their  defence :  but 
they  were  foon  roufed  by  the  exhortations  of  their  general, 
reinforced  with  their  own  recoUe£lion,  and  fpringing  for- 
wards upon  the  enemy,  routed  them  with  great  flaughter. 
•  Suetonius  ordered  the  Druids  to  be  burned  in  the  fires  they 
had  kindled  for  facrificing  their  prifoners ;  he  eaufed  their 
altars  (o  be  demoliflied,  and  their  groves  to  be  out  down, 
refolving  that  no  memorial  of  their  religion  ftiould  remain. 
The  remnant  of  the  Druids  that  furvived  this  difafter,  re- 
tired to  Ireland  and  the  Hebrides,  while  Soetonius  began  to 
build  forts  for  the  prefervation  of  the  ifland  which  he  bad 
conquered.  This  work  was  foon  interrupted  by  an  unex<« 
Gemral  pefted  incident.  He  was  recalled  to  quell  a  general  infur- 
re*voUof  reflion  of  the  Bricons,  in  which  not  only  the  fubje£ts  but 
theBritom.  ^if^  j|^g  allies  of  the  Romans  had  joined  the  other  nation^ 
that  were  not  yet  reduced.  This  revolt  was  undoubtedly 
ripened  by  a  fenfe  of  the  grievances  under  which  the  Bri- 
tons groaned.  In  order  to  pay  the  cruel  taxes  with  which 
they  Avere  burdened,  they  borrowed  money  of  the  Romans  ; 
and  if  they  failed  to  fatisfy  thofe  ufurers  with  the  utmoft 
pun£luality,  their  cattle  and  cfFefts  were  feized,  and  them- 
felves  expelled  from  their  habitations.  Seneca  is  faid  to  have 
lent  them  great  fums  at  extravagant  intereft,  and  upon 
their  failure  in  point  of  payment,  to  have  proceeded  to 
fiich  extremities,  as  in  a  great  meafure  contributed  to  this 
revolt :  but  the  immediate  caufe  of  their  taking  up  arms, 
may  be  referred  to  an  outrage  of  another  kind.  Prafat^us, 
king  of  the  Iceni,  had  by  his  will,  bequeathed  his  eftate  as 
a  joint  inheritance  between  the  emperor  Nero  and  his  own 
daughters,  that,  by  facrificing  one  part,  he  might  fecure  the 
other  to  his  family  :  but  this  precaution  did  not  avail.  On 
the  death  of  the  teftator,  Catus  Decianus,  procurator  of 
the  province,  took  pofleffion  of  the  whole :  the  widow  Bon- 
ducia  making  remonftrances  again  ft  thisa£l:  of  injuftice,  he 
ordered  her  to  be  fcourged,  and  violated  the  chaftity  of  her 
daughters;  the  kindred  of  Prafatagus  were  treated  like 
flaves,  his  houfes  feized,  his  principalities  wafted,  and 
the  nobility  or  chieftains  expelled  from  their  paternal  ef- 
tates.    Thefe  barbarities^  added  to  other  motives  of  difcon- 

A  tcnt> 


the  Roman  tiiflory.  a 

tt&tlif  ^k^ggerated  by  the  dowager,  who  was  a  womati  of  % 
mafcaline  fpirir  and  commanding  eloquence,  and  inflamed 
by   the  remaining   Druids,  produced  a  general  rebellion. 
The  Iceni  were  joined  by  the  Trinobantes  and  the  Bri- 
gantes ;  all  the  fubjeded  ilates,  and  even  the  remote  Cale- 
donians, engaged  in  this  confederacy  y  fo  that  Bonduci» 
foon  found  herfelf  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  fighting  men.     With  this  army,   fhe   furprifed 
the  Roman  colony  at  Camulodunum,  and  put  the  inhabit- 
ants to  the  fword^  burned  the  temple  of  Claudius ;  deftroyed 
Verulam,  which  was  a  Roman  municipium,  now  St.  Al- 
ban's  ;  furrounded  and  cut  in  pieces  the  ninth  leg^ioni  com« 
manded  by  Petilius  Cereulis ;  ravaged  the  whole  country 
fubjecl  to  the  Romans,  burning,  crucifying,  and  impaling 
the  wretched  people,  without  diftin<Sion  of  age  or  fex  :  then 
the  Britons  returned  to  their  refpedtive  habitations,  loaded 
with  booty  and  fatiated  with   revenge.     Suetonius  was  no 
fooncr  informed  of  this  revolt,  than  he  began  his  march  from 
Anglefey  to  London,  where  he  drew  together  the  auxiliary 
cohorts  from  the  neighbouring  garrifons ;  and  though  Pce-t 
niu8  Pofthumius,  prefeft  of  the  fecond  legion,  refufed  to 
join  him,  thefe  draughts,  with  the  fourteenth  legion  and 
the  vexillarii  of  the  twentieth,  compofed  a  body  of  ten 
thoufand  men,  with  which  he  refolved  to  hazard  an  en- 
gagement, as  Bonducia  had  reaiTembled  her  forces,  in  order 
to  give  him  battle.     Paulinus,  well  aware  of  the  enemy's 
impetuofity,  refolved  to  choofe  his  ground,  and  wait  tot 
the  attack.     Accordingly  he  formed  his  troops  in  an  ad- 
vantageous (ituation,  with  a  thick  impenetrable  wood  in 
his  rear,  and  a  large  open  plain  in  front.     The  BrltonSi  Gnat  wV- 
elated  with  the  advantages  they  had  lately  gained,  and  con-  *o^ygMHtd 
fiding  in  their  numbers,  after  having  been  harangued  by   /,  •^'"'«- 
Bonducia,  proceeded  to  the  attack  with  loud  fhouts  and  ac-  * 
clamations,  and  charged  with  great  impetuofity.     The  Ro- 
mans fuftained  their  onfet  without  flinching;  and  having 
expended  all  their  javelins,  advanced  in  form  of  a  wedge 
againft  this  enormous  multitude,  which  foon  fell  into  con- 
fufion.    Notwithftanding  all  their  efl^orts,  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  yield  to  the  difcipline  and  valour  of  the  Romans,  who 
gained  a  complete  viftory,  and  killed  eighty  thoufand  of 
them  in  the  battle  and  purfuit.     Far  from  being  difpirited 
by  this  defeat,  they  prepared  for  another  engagement,  when 
Bonducia  dying  fuddenly,  either  of  grief  or  poifon,  they 
were  fo  diflieartened  by  this  event,  that  they  immediately 
difperfed.     As  for  Poenius  Pofthumius,  he  fell  upon   his 
fword,  either  to  avoid  the  puniihmenthe  had  reafon  toex- 
pe(l  for  his  difobedience,  or  hccMfc  be  could  not  furviv^ 
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the  difgrace  of  having  excluded  hixnfelf  from  a  (hare  in  fuclt 
in  illuftrious  aftion.  Suetonius,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Britons  from  reaflembling  their  forces,  laid  wafte  the  coun- 
try, and  a  dreadful  famine  enfued,  by  which  great  num- 
bers perilhed.  Neverthelefs,  the  wretched  iflanders  chofe 
rather  to  (tarve  upon  their  native  hills,  than  eat  the  bread 
of  llavery  ;  and  their  reduction  was  retarded  by  a  quarrel 
which  broke  out  between  Suetonius  and  the  new  procurator 
Julius  Claflicianus,  which  lad  made  fuch  unfavourable  re- 
ports of  the  general  at  Rome,  that  Nero  fent  over  his  freedr 
man,  Folycletus,  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affair.  Suetonius 
was  recalled,  andPetronius  Turpilianus  appointed  propraetor 
in  his  room.  This  oiBcer,  inftead  of  imitating  the  example  of 
his  predeceffor,  'whofe  feverities  had  rendered  him  odious 
to  the  natives,  treated  them  with  fuch  mildnefs  and  huma- 
nity, that  their  refentments  fubfided,  and  the  revolted  ftates 
returned  to  their  obedience.  His  adminiftration  gave  fuch 
fatisfaftion  at  Rome,  that  when  he  returned  the  fenate  de- 
creed him  triumphal  honours  :  and  his  fucceffor,  Trebel- 
lius  Maximus,  purfuing  the  fame  plan  of  condud);,  the  Bri-^ 
tons  were  gradually  reconciled  to  the  cuftoms  and  manners 
of  the  Romans  ■. 

But  to  returii  to  the  tranfaftions  at  Rome  :  feveral  per- 
fons  of  great  diftin6tion  were  either  degraded  or  banifhed, 
'  for  I'orging  a  will  (A).  Not  long  after,  the  death  of  Peda- 
nius  Secundus,  governor  of  Rome,  murdered  by  a  flave  of 
his  own,  occalioned  no  fmall  difturbances  in  the  city.  Ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  laws  of  Rome,  all  the  flaves,  who 
lived  under  the  fame  roof,  were  to  be  involved  in  the  like 
penalty  with  the  criminal  ;  but  fuch  was,  on  thisocca&on, 
the  clamour  of  the  populace,  zealous  to  fave  fo  many  inno- 

a  Dio,  lib.  Ixii.  p.  706.    Tacit.   Annal.  lib.  xiv.    Tacit.  Agric, 
lib.  XV. 


(A)  Among  thefewas  Anto- 
nius  Primus,  ot  whom  we  Ihall 
(peak  in  the  reign  of  Vefpaiian, 
juid  Afinius  iVIarcellu8,dercend- 
cd  of  an  illullrious  family,  be- 
ing the  great-grandtbn  of  the 
celebrated  Alinius  PolUo,  and 
llimfelf  without  any  other  ble- 
miih  in  his  conduct  and  man- 
ners, than  that  he  believed  po- 
verty to  be  the  greateit  of  evils. 
'The  illuftrious  memory  of  his 
iincellors,  and  the  intreaties  of 
the  emi>eFor,  -procured  him  an 


exemption  from  the  punifhment 
due  to  his  crime.  With  the 
others  privy  to  thefe  deteilable 
pradices,  was  condemned,  and 
interdided  Italy,  one  Valerius 
Pontic  us,  a  pleader  or  advocate, 
for  endeavouring  to  fave  the 
criminals  by  the  quibbles  of  the 
law ;  and  it  was  decreed,  that 
whoever  fliould  take  a  fee  for 
fuch  vile  employment,  fhould 
fuffer  the  fame  puniftjment  as 
one  publicly  condemned  for  ca- 
lumny. 

cent 
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cent  Iivesi  that  it  proceeded  even  to  fedition.  The  fenate 
too  was  rent  into  parties,  fome  rejefting  with  great  warmth 
fuch  exceffive  rigour,  while  others  voted  again  ft  any  inno- 
vation. After  a  long  and  warm  debate,  it  was  carried,  that 
without  coinpaljion  for  the  number  of  (laves,  for  the  age  of 
fome,  for  the  fex  of  others,  for  the  undoubted  innocence 
of  moft,  they  fhould  be  all  condemned  to  death,  and  exe- 
cuted. As  they  were  no  fewer  than  four  hundred,  the  po- 
pulace tumultuoufly  aflembled,  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
fo  many  innocent  perfons  :  but  Nero  reprimanded  tliem  by 
an  cd'iGt,  and,  with  lines  of  foldiers,  fecured  the  way, 
thrpvigh  which  they  were  led  to  the  place  of  execution. 
Cingonius  Varro  moved,  that  the  freedmen  alfo,  who  re-  jin^j 
£ded  under  the  fame  roof,  (hould  be  forever  expelled  Italy ;  j^avrs  are 
but  Nero  oppofcd  that  motion,  urging,  that  (ince  the  rigour  'xetuted. 
of  the  ancient  cuftom  had  not  been  foftened  by  mercy,  it 
ought  not  to  be  heightened  by  cruelty  **. 

In  the  following  year  P.  Marius  and  L-  Afinius  were  con- 
fuls.     During  the  adminiftration  of  thefe  confuls,  the  prae- 
tor Antiftius,  having  compofed  a  poem  replete  with  contu-  Jntj/liut 
nielious  inveftives  againft  the  prince,  and  read  it  to  a  nu-  •^7'''  ^ 
merous  aflembly  at  a  banquet  in  the  houfe  of  O/^orius  Sea-  fa/^a^*  - 
pula,  was  arraigned  upon  the  law  of  majeftyby  Coffutianus  /^,ro, 
Capito  ;  a  law  which,  after  a  long  difufe,  M^as  upon  this 
occafion   revived.     Oftorius    declared   before  the   fenate, 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  give  his  evidence,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  imputed  crime ;  but  the  contrary  teftimony 
of  the  other  witnefles  being  credited,  Julius  Marullus,  cori- 
ful  eled,  voted,  that  the  accufed  (hould  be  divefted  of  his 
pr3etor(hip,  and  put  to  death.     Thrafea  Psetus,  after  high  The  ^ener- 
encomiums  upon,  Nero,  and  many  bitter  inveftives  againft  ousfree- 
Antiftius,  argued,  thatfince,  under  fuch  an  excelJfent  prince,  ^"  °^ 
the  fenate  was,  jn  its  decifions,  governed  by  no  influence  p^f^f^^ 
or  compuliion,  and  Jialters  arid  executioners  were  long  fincc 
bani(hed,  the-orily  puni(hmcnt  they  could  in flift,  without 
bringing  themfelves  und^r  the  imputation  of  cruelty,  and 
the  times  under  that  of  infamy,  was  to  confifcate  the  eft^re 
of  the  criminal,  and  confine  him  to  a  folirary  ifland.     The 
generous  freedom  of  Thrafea  animated  the  other  fenators, 
who  came  readily  intp  his  opinion,  except  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  abandoned  flatterers,  among  whom  was  the  infa»- 
mous  fycophant  Vitelline.     The  confuls,  however,  before 
they  gave  the  laft  fanftion  to  the  decree,  thought  it  advifc- 
^blc  to  acquaint   the  emperor  with  their  refolution  ;  who, 
^fter  having  long  ftruggled  between  (hame  and  refentment, 

b  Tacit.  Ann.  lib,  xiv.  cap.  41—45. 
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at  laft  anfweFed,  that  fince  Antiftius  had,  without  any  pro« 
vocation,  uttered  fo  many  virulent  inve£tive»  againft  the 
prince,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  fenate  to  decree  a  punifli* 
ment  fuitable  to  the  crime.  However,  as  he  would  cer-* 
tainly  have  oppofed  any  rigorous  fentence,  fo  he  would  now 
by  no  means  defeat  their  mercy  ;  they  might  therefore  de- 
termine as  they  thought  bed  ;  and  from  him  they  had  full 
liberty  to  difcharge  the  criminal. 

From  this  anfwer  it  plainly  appeared,  that  the  emperor 
was  piqued ;  but  notwithftanding  his  difpleafure,  neither 
Thrafea  nor  the  other  fenators  abandoned  the  meafures 
which  they  bad  approved.  At  the  fame  time  Fabricius  Vei-» 
cnto  was  expelled  Italy,  for  writing  a  fatire  againft  the  fe- 
pate,  and  making  traffick  of  the  prince's  favour,  by  felling 
the  great  offices  of  the  ftate.  His  writings  being  condemn- 
ed to  the  flames^  were,  as  Tacitus  obferves,  univerfally 
fought  and  read,  while  it  was  difficult  to  find  th^m,  and 
dangerous  to  keep  them  ;  but  when  every  one  was  free  to 
poffefs  and  perufe  them,  they  fuqk  into  contempt  and 
oblivion  ^, 
the  dfath  This  year  died,  to  the  unfpeakable  grief  of  all  good  men, 
•fBurrhus.  the  celebrated  Burrhus,  one  of  the  chief  friends  and  fup- 
ports  of  the  public ;  but  whether  by  poifon  or  difeafe  is  not 
certainly  known  :  the  latter  was  imagined,  becaufe  a  fwel- 
ling  in  his  throat  gradually  increafed,  till,  by  a  total  ftop- 
pagc  of  refpifation,  he  was  fufFocated.  Suetonius*^  andDio 
Caffius**  tell  us,  that  Nero,  having  promifed  him  a  remedy 
againft  his  diftemper,  fent  him  a  venomous  drug.  It  wa^ 
a  common  report,  that  Burrhus,  when  the  prince  came  to 
vifit  him,  turned  his  face  another  way,  and,  to  his  repeat? 
cd  enquiries  about  his  health,  returned  no  other  anfwer 
than  this  5  **  I  am  well.**  The  lofs  of  fo  great  and  worthy 
a  man  was  long  regretted  in  Rome,  s^s  well  from  the  me- 
mory of  his  own  virtues,  as  fcom  the  different  charader  of 
his  joint  fuccefTors ;  for  Nero  appointed  two  captains  of  the 

Praetorian  guards,  Fenius  Rufus  and  Sofonius  Tigellinus. 
'he  former  was  a  man  of  great  integrity,  but  indolent  and 
Thecka*      an  utter  enemy  to  all  bunncfs  ;  the  other,  infamous  for 
raSirof     lewdnefs,  cruelty,  avarice,  and  all  the  nioft  flagrant  ini- 
^i^etlinus.    quJties,  but  in  high  favour  with  Nero,  and  by  him  brought 
into  power  from  a  participation  of  all  hi$  fecret  debauches 
and  revels. 

One  of  the  champions  of  virtue  being  now  removed,  the 
many  wicked  and  evil  counfellors  who  abounded  in  the 

c  Tacit.  Aimal.  libt  xiv^  cap. 48-i-50,        ^ Su^t. pap.  35.        e  Dio, 
lib.  Ix.  p.  706. 
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emperor's  cottit)  attaake4  bis  friend  Seneca,  with  manjr  Siviral 
criminal  imputations  i  Qamely»  that  he  had  already  acquired  ckarges 
wealth  above  the  condition  of  a  citizen,  and  was  infambly  brought 
accumulating  more  \  that  ftw;h  was  the  magnificence  of  hi$  ^^^'^ 
gardens^  fuch  the  fplendor  oJF  bis  villas,  that,  in  tbefe  in.-  ^'«'^«* 
nances  of  grandeur,  he  excelled  eren  the  emperor ;  that  he 
was  labouring  to  attach  to  his  own  peribn  the  veneration  of 
the  Roman  people  ;  that  he  derided  Nero's  flull  in  manag- 
ing borfes,  turned  his  voice  into  mockery  whenever  he  fung, 
and  to  himfj^lf  alone  arrogated  the  praife  and  perfe<3ion  of 
eloquence:  they  added,  that  Nero  was- no  longer  a  child^ 
and  therefore  ought  now  to.  begin  to  reign,  to  difmifs  his 
pedagogue,  and  to  be  governed  .by  more  famous  tutors,  his 
glorious  ancefiors^     Seneca  w^s  not  ignorant  of  the  efforts 
of  his  enemies ;  therefore,  finding  the  emperor  had  with- 
drawn his  ufual  affability,  and  (hewed  himfelf  daily  more 
and  more  referred  towards  him,  he  begged  an  audience. 
Having  obtained  this  favour,  he  befougbt  the  emperor  to  H^b^s 
allow  him  to  retire,  and  apply  himfelf  wholly  to  the  cuiti-  i'^y^t^ 
vation  of  his  mind,  and  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy ;  intreat-  ''''*'''• 
ing  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  accept  of  his  immenfe  wealth, 
his  (lately  iriljas  and  gardeqs,  and  his  ample  pofieifions, 
which  were  too  great  rewards  for  the  fmall  fervice  he  had 
rendered  him,  and  adminiftered  fre(b  fuel  to  the  raging 
envy  of  his  enemies* 

Nero  replied,  that  he  ftill  ftood  in  great  need  of  the  wife  Ntro'sdi^ 
rules,  wholefoioie  counfeis,  and  ufeful  precepts,  with  which  ceiijul 
he  had  af&fted  his  infancy  and  youth  \  aud  therefore  could  Jpf^^^  '^ 
not,  by  any  means,  grant  him  his  requeft.     ^^  As  to  you^    ""* 
gardens,  feats,  and  wealth  (faid  he),  there  are  many  favour 
rites,  no  way  equal  to  you  in  worthy  accomp]i(hments,  dif- 
tingui(hed  with  larger  poiTeffions.     I  bluih  to  quote  freed- 
mttif  who  are  eileemed  more  wealthy  than  you  ;  and  am 
aihamed  that  one,  who  is  dear  to  me  above  all  others,  does 
not  yet  furpafs  all  others  in  fortune.     If  you  forfake  your 
prince,  and  to  him  furrender  your  wealth,  the  trcafure  r^ 
turned  will  be  afcribed,  not  to  your  tftoderation,  but  to  my 
rapacioufnefs,  and  your  retreat  to  the  dread  of  my  cruelty 
But  fuppofe  this  difintereftednefs  of  your's,  this  contempt  of 
riches,  be  generally  applauded,  yet  furely  it  will  reflect  no 
honour  upon  a  wife  man  to  feek  glory  jfrom  a  proceeding 
which  muft  unavoidably  bring  infamy  upon  his  friend.*' 
To  thefe  words  he  added  kifies  and  embraces,  fwearing  fe* 
feveral  times,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  that  he  would 
rather  peri(h  a  thoufand  times  than  fuiFer  him  to  be  injured* 

Seneca  returned  him  thanks  for  his  kindnefsand  generor 
fity  \  but  neverthelefs  altered  hi$  former  condu&,  rcc^ve^ 
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Bt  a*uoids   few  ^vifits  at  home,  avoided  any  train  of  attendance  abroads 
thiiourt.     3nd  appeared  feldom  in  public,  as  if  he  were  confined  tp 
his  houfe  by  ill  health  or  the  ftudy  of  phijofophy.    The  re- 
treat of  Seneca  doubled  the  authority  of  Tigellinus,  who, 
diving  artfully  into  the  fecret  fears  of  the  prince,  and  finding 
that  he  chiefly  dreaded  Plautus  and  Sylla,  the  one  lately  re- 
moved into  the  Eaft,  the  other  iiito  Gaul,  perfuaded  him  to 
put  them  both  to  death,  hoping  to  bear  a  ftill  greater  fway 
with  the  emperor,  by  thus  feeming  to  confttlt  his  peace  and 
Sylla  put  to  fecurity.  Sylla  was  difpatched  while  he  was  at  table,  without 
4eath,  any  apprehenfion  of  danger,  by  aflaffins,  who,  in  fix  days, 

arrived  exprefs  at  Marfeilles,  to  which  city  he  had  been 
confined.  When  his  head  was  prefented  to  Nero,  its  unr 
timely  hoarinefs  is  faid  to  have  moved  him  to  unbecoming 
jefts  and  derifion.  The  fentence  awarded  againft  Plautus 
was  not  fo  fuccefsfully  concealed  :  Lucius  Antiftius,  his 
father-in-law,  receiving  private  notice  of  it,  difpatched  a 
freedman  of  his  own,  who,  outfailing  the  fatal  centurion, 
brought  him  from  his  mafter  the  following  advice  ;  that  h^ 
fhould  take  care  to  fliun  a  cowardly  death  \  that  he  had  ye? 
leifure  to  efcape,  and  could  not  fail  to  find  compaffion  frorn 
all  worthy  and  generous  men  5  that,  if  he  had  ofice  repulfe4 
'  the  fixty  foldiers  (for  fo  many  were  fcnt  to  difpatch  him), 

he  might  then,  while  the  tidings  were  tranfmitting  to  Ne- 
ro, profecute  many  fchemes,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
war  J  at  leaft,  he  had  nothing  more  dreadful  to  (ufFer  after 
^  brave  refiftance  than  what  he  muft  fuflrcr  by  a  cowardly 
acquiefcence,     Plautus,  not  moved  by  thefe  confiderations, 
chofe  rather  to  die  than  to  preferve  his  life  by  kindling  a 
civil  war ;  fo  that  the  aflaflins,  finding  him  quite  unpre^ 
Plautus       pared  for  any  refiftance,  murdered  him  in  the  middle  of  the 
murd$rid*    day  before  Pelago  the  eunuch,  who  was,  by  Nero,  fet  over 
the  centurion  and  his  band.     Afterwards,  he  wrote  letters 
to  the  fenatc,  in  which  he  inveighed  with  great  bitternefs 
againft  Sylla  and  Plautus  ;  buj  took  no  notice  of  their 
death.     However,   the   fenatc,  perfectly  acquainted  with 
what  had  happened,  decreed  proceffions,  appointed  thanks 
to  be  publicly  returned  to  the  gods,  and  degraded  Sylla  and 
Plautus   from  the  dignity  of  fenators.     Nero  perceiving, 
from  the  decree  of  the  fenate,  that  his  moft  flagrant  ini- 
quities pafled  for  commendable  afiiops,  divorced  Odavia 
Tffrom^r-    without  delay,  alleging  that  (be  was  barren,  and  imarried 
ties  Pop'      Poppaea  ;  who,  to  prevent  his  ever  being  reconciled  to  his 
^^^'  former  wife,  fuborned  one  of  Oftavia's  domeftics  to  accufe 

her  of  a  criminal  amour  with  a  flave  named  Eucerus,  a  na- 
tive of  Alexandria,  who  was  famous  for  playing  upon  the 
flute.    The  maids  of  Oftavia  were  all  examined,  upon  the 
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racic,  and  though  fome,  overcome  by  the  exquifitc  pain  of 
the  torture,  confirmed  the  forgery,  yet  moft  of  them  main- 
tained, and  with  great  conftancy  vindicated,  the  unfpotted 
charafterof  their  lady{B).  However,  (he  was  firft  re- 
moved from  the  palace,  and  afterwards  bani(hed  into  Cam- 
pania, where  a  guard  of  foldiers  was  placed  over  her. 

As  the  populace  openly  complained  <)f  this  cruel  treat-  ^fteafec" 
ment,  Nero,  dreading  the  refentment  of  the  provoked  mul-  ^'on  o/tAe 
titude,  recalled  her  foon  after,  to  the  infinite  fatisfadion  of  q^JJIL 
the  Roman  people,  who,  in  tranfports  of  joy,  crouded  to 
the  temples  with  thankfgivings,  overthrew  the  ftatues  of 
Poppaea,  crowned  with  flowers  thofe  of  Oflavia,  and,  carry- 
ing her  images  in  tfiumpli,  placed  them  in  the  great  fo-  ^ 
rum,   and  in  the  feveral  temples.     Poppaea,  fearing  Nero 
might,  to  gratify  the  populace,  recall  0£^avia  to  his  bed, 
prevailed  upon  him,  by  a  fpecch  artfully  framed  to  produce 
both  terror  and  wrath,  to  refolve  upon  the  ruin  of  the  inno- 
cent Oftavia.     As  the  fi6tion  of  the  unhappy  princefs^s  in- 
trigue with  Eucerus  had  been  defeated  by  the  teftimony  of 
her  maids  upon  the  rack,  it  was  agreed  to  procure  one, 
who  fhould  own  himfelf  guilty  with  her,  and  againft  whom 
might  be  alfo  feigned  a  plaufible  charge  of  meditating  a  re- 
volution in  the  l^te,     Anicetus,  who  had  murdered  Agrip- 
pina,  was  judged  a  proper  man  for  his  vile  purpofe.     To  Afaffg 
him  therefore  Nero  addrefled  himfelf,  and,  partly  by  pro-  ^^^^g^ 
mifes,  partly  by  menaces,  induced  him  to  acknowJege,  that  ^^^^f^^J 
he  had  maintained  a  criminal  converfation  with  Oftavia.  Jf^"^ 
He  had  no  fooner  made  this  confeffion,  than  Nero  iflued  an 
edi£t,  declaring  that  Oftavia,  in  hopes  of   engaging  the 
fleet  in  her  confpiracy,  had  corrupted  Anicetus  the  ad- 
miral J  and,  forgetting  that  he  had,  juft  before,  accufed 
her  of  barrennefsy  he  ad^e<l,  that  ihe  had  concealed  her  fe«« 
cret  lufts,  ?ind  always  defeated  her  pregnancy  by  abortion; 
and  that  thefe  crimes  were  by  him  fully  dete£ked.     In  con-  sf,,  is  ha- 
fequence  of  this  accufation,  the  unfortunate  princefs  was  mjbed^  and 
banifhed  to  the  ifland  of  Pandataria,  and,  after  a  few  days,  ^f^^^' 
doomed  to  die.     Thofe  who  were  charged  with  the  execu-  '^^''^ 
tion  of  this  cruel  and  unjuft   fentence,  having   tied  her               *  I 
down,  opened  all  the  veins  of  her  body  ;  but,  as  her  blood                              j 
was  chilled  through  fear,  and  ifliied  flowly,  they  haftened                              | 
her  death,  by  ftifling  her  in  the  fte^im  of  a  boiling  bath.  • 
After  her  deceafe,  her  he^d  was  cpt  off  by  a  centurion,,  and 

(B)  While  Tigellinus  was  ear-  of  them,   named  Pythias,  re- 

neftly  prefling  Ojftavia's  maids,  turned  him  this  anfwer;   **  Ca-  i 

upon  the  rack,  to  deliver  them-  Hiora   funt    muliebria   Odtaviae 

felves  from  their  torments,  by  cj^uam  os  tuum." 


pwning  their  lady's  guilt,  one 


carried 


lO 
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TvfPaa  is 
tffmdaugh' 


carried  to  Rome,  that  Foppaea  might  have  the  fatisfa^Hoim 
of  [feeing  it^  and  diverting  herfelf  with  fo  tragical  a  fpeo* 
FMudks.  £tacle(C}.  This  [year  died  Doryphorus,  Pallas*  and  Ro^ 
manus,  all  three  imperial  freedmen  of  great  power,  and  bC"* 
lieved  to  have  been  poifoned  by  Nero's  orders ;  Dorypho^* 
rus,  becaufe  be  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  marriage  with 
Poppas ;  PallaS)  becaufe  he  lived  too  long,  and  prevented 
the  prince  from  enjoying  his  immenfe  wealth  ;  and  Roma-> 
nus,  becaufe  he  brought  a  eharge  of  treafon  againft  Seneca, 
which  the  accufed  retorted  upon  him  ^ 

In  the  following  year,  when  L.  Virginius  Rufus  and  C. 
Memmius  Regulus  were  confuls,  Poppaca  was  delivered  of 
a  daughter ;  an  event  which  filled  Nero  with  unfpeakable 
joy :  flie  was  honoured  with  the  name  of  Augufta ;  and 
upon  Poppaea  was  conferred  the  fame  title.  The  fenate 
bad  before  made  public  vows  for  her  happy  delivery ;  and 
now  many  more  were  added,  and  the  whole  amply  fulfill 
ed  :  days  for  folemn  proceilions  were  appointed ;  a  temple 
was  decreed  to  Fecundity ;  golden  images  of  the  Fortunes 
at  Antium,  where  the  child  was  born,  were  ordered  to  be 
made,  and  placed  on  the  throne  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus: 
but  ihort-lived  was  the  prince's  joy }  for  within  four  months 
the  infant  died,  a  difafter  which  gave  occafion  to  new 
drains  of  flattery.  She  was  placed  among  the  gods,  and 
divine  worfhip,  with  a  pried,  altars,  and  facrifices,  were 
voted  to  her.  As  the  emperor  had  rejoiced,  fo  be  grievedt^ 
beyond  all  meafure,  for  this  misfortune  >  (D).  y 

^  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xlv.  cap.  6$.     Dio>  lib.  Ixii.  p.  707.    Suct« 
cap.  35.  s  Tacit.  Ann.  lib,xv.  cap.  13.    Suet.  ibid. 


wffho  din 
f9W  itfttr. 


(C)  Tacitus  obfcrves,  that 
nothing  ever  filled  the  hearts  of 
the  people  with  more  affe6tin|; 
compaifion,  than  the  cruel  fut- 
feriogs,  and  untimely  end,  of 
this  innocent  princefs,  inhu- 
manly maiTacred  in  the  twenty- 
fecond  year  of  her  age,  under 
the  imputation  of  a  crime  more 
barbarous  and  cruel  than  death 
itfelf,  without  having  evertafted 
any  fhare  of  happinefs  and  de- 
light. But  the  fenate,  at  this 
time  under  the  emperors,  an  af- 
fembly  of  flavilh  wretches,  en- 
tirely devoted  to  corruption  and 
fervitude,  for  this  execution,  as 
for  fome   notable  deliverance, 


pompoully  decreed  gifts  and  ob-i 
lations  to  the  gods,  Anicetus, 
as  one  convi^cd  by  his  own 
confeffion,  was  banifhed  into 
Sardinia,  where  he  lived  in 
great  afHuence,  and  died  at 
length  by  the  coCirfe  of  nature. 
(D)  To  allay  his  griefs,  he 
exhibited  various  (hews;  among 
the  red  a  combat  of  gladiators, 
in  which  four  hundred  fenators, 
fix  hundred  knights,  and,  what 
was  a  fight  altogether  new, 
many  ladies  of  great  diflindion, 
entered  the  lifts.  In  one-  of 
thefe  (hews,  a  knight  of  illaflri* 
ous  quality  rode  full  fpeed  down 
a  fieep  defc^nt  upon  an  ele- 
phaot : 
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In   the  next  confulfliip  of  Calus  Lecanlus  Baflus  and  Stffingi 
M.  Xiicinius  Craflus  Frugi,  Nero^  becoming  every  day  more  ypon  tkf 
tranfported  with  a  paflion  for  finging  and  playing  on  the  J^^S** 
public  ftage,  and  not  daring  to  begin  at  Rome,  refolved  to 
repair  to  Naples,  to  make  his  firft  eflay  there,  and  from 
thence  paf$  over  into  Greece,  and  contend  for  the  prize  in 
muiic  at  the  Olympic  games.  •   Accordingly,  he  departed 
from  Rome,  with  his  ufual  attendance  and  equipage,  that 
is,  with  a  thoufand  chariots,  his  horfes  and  mules  all  (hod 
with  filver,  bis  grooms  and  muleteers  clad  in  the  richeft 
cloth  of  Canufium,  and  attended  by  a  band  of  prsetbrian 
guards,  and  a  body  of  African  horfe,  mod  pompoufly  at* 
tired.     Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Naples,  he  mouiited  the 
ftage,  and  fung,  for  fevcrai  days  together,  to  an  immenfe. 
multitude,  all  the  mob  of  Naples,  and  incredible  numbers, 
from  the  neighbouring  cities  and  colonies,  flocking  to  fuch 
%n  extraordinary  fpedacle.     In  this  exercife  he  paiTed  his 
whole  time  at  Naples,  repairing  to  the  theatre  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  continuing  thtre  till  night,  allowing  himfelf  at  in- 
tervals a  fmall  refpite  to  take  breath,  and  refrefh   him- 
felf; which  he  did  in  the  prefence  of  the  multitude,  telling 
them,  that  when  he  had  waflied  his  throat,  he  would  en- 
tertain them  with  a  finer  air  than  any  they  had  yet  heard. 
Being  much  delighted  with  the  praifes  which   fome  Alex- 
^indrians,  lately  arrived  at  Naples,  beftowed  on  his  hea- 
venly and   auguft  voice,  he   fent  for  more  in  great  hafte, 
?ind  was  ever  after  attended  by  fome  of  them  on  the  ftage, 
pchly  attired ;  and  each  diftinguilhed  by  a  ring  of  great 
value  on  the  left  hand.     As  they  were  for  the  mod  part 
youths,  he  appointed  them  governors  to  take  care  of  their 
education,  and  allowed  them  an  annual  penfion  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  fefterces  K 

The  emperor  left  Naples,  with  a  defign  to  pafs  into 
Greece,  and  difplay  his  abilities  there.  In  his  route  to  the 
Adriittic,  be  repofed  fome  time  at  Beneventum,  where,  by 

b  Suet.  cap.  20?   Tacit-  Annal.  lib.  xv.  cap.  35. 

pbant;  another  perfonated  lea-  and  perniiffion  granted  to  the 

rus ;  but,  in  attempting  to  fly,  aftors  to  rifle  it.     During  thefe 

fell  down  fp  near  the  emperor,  fliews  he  did  not,  like  other  em- 

that  he  was  befprinkled  with  his  perors,  fcatter  money  among 

blood.       A  comedy   was  alfo  the  jpopulace,  but  tickets  for 

a^ed,  compofed  by  Afranius,  vafl  lums,  for  fine  houfes,  gar- 

and  entitled  Incendium,  or  the  dens,    and  ettates,    which   he 

Burnings  in  which  a  houfe,  rich-  faithfully  configned   to    thofe 

iy  furniflied,  was  fct  on  fire,  who  produced  the  tickets. 

Vatinius, 


l^^ 


Obligis    * 
^orquafBS 
$9  defiroy 
kimfelj. 


Returns 

to  RopUf 

to  E^pt. 


Wkfhe 

drefpidhts 
dej\%n  if 
going  into 


Wshan' 
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Vatinias,  was  exhibited  a  pompous  fhew  of  gladiators  (E). 
During  the  folemnity  of  thefe  fports,  Nero  gave  way  to 
a£ts  of  tyranny  and  blood.  He  forced  Torquatus  Silanus, 
the  great-grandfon  of  Auguftus,  to  die  for  living  with 
greater  fplendour  and  magnificence  than  became  a  private 
perfon,  and  therefore  was  fuppofed  to  afpire  to  the  fovereign 
power.  Torquatus  opened  the  veins  of  both  his  arms^  and 
bled  to  death. 

Nero,  for  reafons  that  were  not  known,  deferred  his  voy- 
age to  Greece,  and  returned  to  Rome,  with  a  defign  to 
(hew  himfelf  to  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft,  efpecially  to 
Egypt ;  which  projefl:  he  declared  by  a  public  edift,  and 
then  w^nt  to  offer  his  oblations  for  the  fuccefs  of  that  jour- 
ney to  the  feveral  deities  in  the  city  :  but  as  he  entered 
the  temple  of  Vefta  he  was  feized  with  a  fudden  tremor, 
which  (hook  him  in  every  joint,  and  is  afcribed  by  fome 
writers  to  the  awful  afpefl:  of  the  goddefs  j  by  others,  to 
the  recolleftion  of  his  enormous  crimes,  with  which  he 
was  fo  perpetually  haunted,  that  be  was  never  a  moment 
free  from  pangs  and  agonies.  H^  dropped  his  projeft,  pre- 
tending that  he  could  not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  deprive 
the  Roman  citizens  for  fo  long  a  time  of  the  joyful,  fight  of 
their  prince.  This  declaration  was  pleafing  to  the  popu^ 
lace,  from  their  inclination  to  diver Gons^  which,  by  his 
refidcnce  at  Rome,  they  enjoyed,  and  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  fcarcity  of  proviGpns  in  his  abfence  ^ 

Nero  revelled  frequently  in  the  public  places,  and  great 
fquares,  ufing  the  whole  city  as  his  own  houfe.  Thefe  ban- 
quets were  expenfive  and  magnificent  almoft  beyond  belief, 
and  no  lefs  infamous  for  the  monftrous  fcenes  of  lewdnefs 
praftifed  at  them  j  for  be  was  generally  attended  at  fucb 
entertainments  by  the  moft  debauched  and  abandoned  wo- 
men of  the  whole  city.     Tacitus  defcribes  the  feait  pre- 


Tacit.  Ahnal.  lib.  xv.  cap.  37.    Dio,  lib.  Ixii.  p.  707*  70S, 


(E)  Vatinius  was  one  of  the 
moft  baneful  monfters  that 
haunted  the  court,  originally 
bred  in  a  cobler*s  flail,  hideoqs 
and  dillorted  m  hi?  Jjerfon  ;  at 
iirft  taken  to  court  as  a  buffoon, 
and  afterwards,  by  calumny,  by 
lying  accufations  againft  every 


worthy  man,  and  a  farcaflical 
turn,  raifed  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  in  wealth  and  favour,  and 
in  power  to  do  mifchief,  he 
furpaffed  all  the  other  mini- 
fters  of  iniquity  in  Ncro% 
court  (i). 


(i)  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xv.  cap.  35. 


pared 
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]}ared  for  him  this  year  by  Tigellinus,  as  a  pattern  of  all  the 
f  eft  (E). 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  eleyenth  of  Nero's  reign» 
and  fixty-fourth  of  the  Chriftian  aera,  happened  the  famous 
burning  of  Rome ;  but  whether  by  chancei.  or  the  contriv- 
ance of  the.  prince,  is  not  determined.  The  fire  began 
among  certain  (hops,  in  which  were  kept  fuch  goods  as 
Vcre  proper  to  feed  it,  and  fprpad  every  way  with  fuch 
amazing  rapidity,  that  its  havock  was  felt  in  diflant  ftreets, 
before  any  meafures  to  ftop  it  could  be  taken.  Befides  an 
infinite  number  of  common  houfes,  all  the  noble  mono- 
ments  of  antiquity,  all  the  ftately  palaces,  temples,  porti- 
coes with  goods,  riches,  furniture,  and  merchandize,  to 
an  immenfe  value,  were  devoured  by  the  flanies,  which 
raged  firft  in  the  low  regions  of  the  city,  and  then  mounted 
to  the  higher  with  fuch  terrible  violence  and  impetuofity  as 
to  fruftrate  all  endeavours  of  relief.  The  ihrieks  of  the 
women,  the  various  efforts  of  fome  endeavouring  to  fave  the 
young  and  tender,  of  others  attempting  to  affift  the  aged 
and  infirmj  and  the  hurry  of  fuch  as  ftrove  only  to  provide 


n 


Yr.  of  FI. 
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f  E)  In  the  lake  of  Agrippa, 
iie  built  a  large  veiTel,  which 
contained  the  banquet,  and  was 
towed  by  other  veflels,  embel- 
lifhed  with  rich  ornaments  of 
gold  and  ivoiy :  thefe  were 
rowed  by  profeflcd  catamites, 
ranged  according  to  their  dif- 
£:rent  age  and  iklil  in  their 
abominable  profeilion.  The 
banquet  confided  of  great  va- 
riety of  wild  fowl  and  wild 
bealls  from  remote  countries, 
and  fi(h  from  the  ocean.  On 
the  banks  of  the  lake,  on  one 
(ide,  ftood  brothels  filled  with 
ladies  of  great  rank,  and  on  the 
other  common  harlots,  quite 
naked.  When  night  came,  the 
neighbouring  groves  and  houfes 
refounded  with  the  fym phony  ot 
mufical  inftruments  and  fongs, 
and  appeared  illuminated  with 
a  great  blaze  of  lights,  which 
turned  night  into  day.  It  was 
a  few  days  after  this  memorable 
banquet,   that  Nero,  who  had 


already  furpafTed  all  men,  as 
Tacitus  obferves,  in  every  kind 
of  abomination,  was  prompted, 
by  his  extravagant  lewdnefs  and 
folly,  to  fuch  exceifes,  as  w^ould 
feem  altogether  incredible, 
were  they  not  atteiled  by  hiftb- 
rians,  who  lived  near  thofe 
times,  and  whole  veracity  can- 
not be  queflioned  He  attired 
himfelf  in  the  habit  of  a  wo- 
man, and,  as  fuch,  was  publicly, 
with  the  ufual  forms  and  fo- 
lemnity,  married  to  a  pathic  of 
his  contaminated  crew,  named 
Pythagoras,  ^ot  fatisfied  with 
fuch  monftrous  and  unheard-of 
impiety  and  pollutions,  as  he 
was  the  wife  of  one  pathic,  fo 
he  became  the  hufband  of  an* 
other,  named  Sporus,  whom*  he 
married  with  the  fame  folemni- 
ty,  kept  in  his  palace,  and  car- 
ried about  with  him  all  over 
Italy  and  Greece  in  the  fame 
litter,  and  in  the  attire  of  an 
emprefs  (!)• 


(i )  Tacir.  AnnaL  lib.  xv.  cap.  57,    Suetoni  cap.  %%,  19. 
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for  ttiemfei?es,  occafioned  a  mutual  interruption,  arid  tini^ 
verfal  confufion.  Many,  while  they  chiefly  regarded  th« 
danger  that  purfued  them  behind,  round  themielves  fud^ 
dcniy  involved  in  the  flame  before,  arid  on  every  fide.  IF 
they  efcaped  in  the  quarters  adjoining,  or  into  the  partft 
quite  remote,  there  too  they  met  with  the  devouring  flames^ 
At  laft,  not  knowing  whither  to  fly,  nor  where  to  foek 
fan£):ttary,  they  ab^ndonsd  the  city,  and  repaired  to  the 
open  fields.  Some,  out  of  defpair  for  the  lofs  of  their  whole 
fubftance,  others,  through  tendernefs  for  their  children  and 
-relations,  whom  they  had  not  been  able  to  fnatch  from  the 
flames,  fuflered  themfeives  to  perifli,  though  they  had  eafy 
means  to  efcape.  No  man  dared  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
the  fire,  there  being  many  who  prevented,  with  repeated 
menaces,  all  attempts  of  that  nature ;  and  fome  were  opeif 
ly  fecn  to  throw  lighted  fire-brands  into  the  houfes,  de- 
claring, that  they  were  authorized  to  do  fo  5  but  whethcf 
this  was  only  a  device  to  plunder  more  freely,  or  in  reality 
they  had  fuch  orders,  was  never  certainly  known. 

Nero,  who  was  then  at  Antium,  did  not  attempt  to  re« 
turn  to  the  city  till  he  heard  that  the  flame  was  advancing 
to  his  palace,  which,  after  his  arrival  was,  notwithftandintf 
all  efforts  to  prevent  it,  burnt  down  to  the  ground,  with  all 
the  houfes  adjoining.  However,  the  emperor,  aflTefting  com^ 
paOion  for  the  multitude,  thus  bereft  of  their  dwellings, 
opened  the  field  of  Mars,  and  all  the  great  edifices  ere&ed 
there  by  Agrippa,  and  even  his  own  gardens.  He  likewife 
caufed  tents  to  be  pitched  in  hafte  for  the  reception  of  the 
forlorn  pc^uiace  \  from  Oftia,  and  the  neighbouring  cities, 
were  brought,  by  his  orders,  all  forts  of  furniture  and  ne- 
ceflaries,  and  the  price  of  corn  was  confiderably  leflTened* 
Thefe  bounties,  however  generous  and  popular,  were  be* 
(lowed  in  vain,  becaufe  a  report  was  propagated,  that 
during  the  time  of  this  general  conflagration,  he  mounted 
his  domeftic  ftage,  and  fung  the  deftruftion  ol  Troy,  com- 
paring the  prefent  defolation  to  the  celebrated  calamities  of 
antiquity.  At  length,  on  the  fixth  day,  the  furv  of  the 
flames  was  (lopped  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Efquiline,  oy  leveU 
ing  with  the  ground  an  infinite  number  of  buildings ;  fo 
that  the  fire  found  nothing  to  encounter  but  the  open  fields 
and  empty  air. 

Scarce  had  the  late  alarm  ccafed,  when  the  fire  broke 
out  again  with  frefh  rage,  but  in  places  more  wide  and  fpa- 
cious  ;  whence  fewer  perfons  were  deftroyed,  but  more  - 
temples  overthrown,  together  with  porticoes  appropriated 
to  public  diverfions.  As  this  fecond  conflagration  burft 
out  in  certain  buildings  belonging  to  Tigellinus,  they  were 

both 
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t>otli  afcribed  to  Nero ;  ai^d  it  was  conje£kired,  that  by  dc* 
ftroying  the  old  edifices,  he  aimed  at  the  glory  of  building  a 
new  city,  and  calling  it  by  his  own  name.     Of  the  fourteen 
quarters  into  which  Rome  was  divided,  four  remained  in- 
tTr^  three  were  laid  in  afhes,  and,  in  the  feven  others, 
there  remained  only  a  few  houfes,  miferably  {haltered,  and 
half  confumed  ^     Among  the  may  ancient  and  (lately  edi-  Maty  w- 
fices,  which  the  rage  of  the  flames  utterly  confumed,  Ta-  ^JebuU^- 
citus  reckons  the  temple  dedicated  by  Servius  Tullius  to  '^'^V^^'^ 
the  Moon  \  the  temple  and  great  altar  confecrated  by  Evan-  ^^'^r'*"**- 
der  to  Hercules  ;  the  chapel  vowed  by  Romulus  to  Jupiter 
Stator;  the  court  of  Numa,  with  the  temple  of  Vefta,  and 
in  it  the  tutelar  gods  peculiar  to  the  Romans.    In  the  fame 
£ate  were  involved  the  ineftimable  treafures  acquired  by  fo 
many  vi£lories,  the  wonderful  works  of  the  heft  painters 
and  fculptors  of  Greece,  and,  what  is  ftill  more  to  be  la- 
mented, the  ancient  writings  of  celebrated  authors,  till  then 
Erefervcd  perfe£lly  entire.    It  was  obferved,  that  the  fire 
eganthe  fame  day  on  which  the  Gauls,  having  formerly 
taken  the  city,  burnt  it  to  the  ground'. 

Upon  the  ruins  of  the  demoliihed  city  Nero  founded  a  NirtTs 
palace,  which  he  called  his  Golden  Houfe  \  though  it  was  g<^^^^ 
not  fo  much  admired  on  account  of  its  immenfe  profufion  ^^^■^* 
of  gold,  precious  ftones,  and  other  ineftimable  ornaments, 
as  n>r  its  vaO:  extent,  containing  fpacious  fields,  large  wil- 
dernefles, .  artificial  lakes,  thick  woods,  gardens,  orchards, 
vineyards,  hills,  and  groves.  The  entrance  of  this  ftately 
edifice  was  wide  enough  to  receive  a  coloiTus,  reprefenting 
Nero,  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  high :  the  galleries  con« 
lifted  of  three  rows  of  tall  pillars,  each  of  them  a  full  mile 
in  length :  the  lakes  were  encompafled  with  magnificent 
buildings,  in  the  manner  of  cities,  and  the  woods  ftockeH 
with  all  manner  of  wild  beafts.  The  houfe  itfelf  was  tiled 
with  gold,  the  walls  were  covered  with  the  fame  metal, 
and  richly  adorned  with  precious  ftones  and  mother-of«i- 
pearl,  which,  in  thofe  days,  was'  valued  above  gold :  the 
timber-work,  and  cielings  of  the  rooms,  were  inlaid  with 
gold  and  ivory  2  the  roof  of  one  of  the  banqueting-rooms 
refembled  the  firmament,  both  in  its  figure  and  motion, 
turning  inccflantly  about  night  and  day,  and  Ihowering  all 
forts  of  fweet  waters.  When  this  magnificent  ftruSkure 
was  finiftied,  Nero  ilightingly  faid,  that  at  length  he  began 
to  lodge  like  a  man.  Pliny  tells  us,  that  this  palace  ex- 
tended quite  round  the  city  °^.    Nero,  it  feems,  did  not  finifh 
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irf'for  the  firft  order  Otho  figned  was,  as  we  read  m  ^M^ 
tonius,  for  fifty  millions  of  felterces,  to  be  employed  in  pcr-^ 
fedtingthe  Golden  Palace  which  Nero  had  begun  ". 
Under'  The  proje£iors  of  this  plan  were  Severus  and  Celer,  twa 

tskis  things  Ijold  and  cnterprifingmen,  who,  foon  after,  put  the  empe- 
tm^qffibli*  ror  upon  a  itiil  more  expenfive  and  arduous  undertakings 
namely,  that  of  cutting  a  canal  through  hard  rocks,  and 
fteep  mountains,  from  the  lake  Avernus  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Tiber,  a  hundred  and  (ixty  miles  in  length,  and  of  fuch 
breadth,  that  two  gallies  of  five  ranks  of  oars  might  eafily 
.pafs  abreait.  His  view  in  this  was  to  open  a  commu* 
nication  between  Rome  and  Campania,  free  from  the  trou- 
bles and  dangers  of  the  fea  ;  for  in  the  courfe  of  this  year* 
a  great  number  of  vefiels  laden  with  corn,  were  IhipwrecH-* 
cd  at  cape  Mifenum,  the  pilots  choofing  rather  to  venture 
out  in  a  violent  ftorm,  than  not  to  arrive  at  the  time  they 
were  expciiiied  by  Nero.  For  the  execution  of  this  prodi- 
gious undertaking,  the  emperor  ordered  the  prifoners  from  . 
all  pans  to  be  tranfported  into  Italy ;  and  fuch  as  were 
convi6led,  whatever  their  crimes  were,  to  be  condemned 
only  to  bis  works.  Nero,  who  undertook  nothing  with 
more  ardour  and  readinefs  than  what  was  deemed  impoflS-* 
ble,  expended  incredible  fums  in  this  rafli  undertakings 
and  exerted  all  his  power,  to  cut  through  the  mountains  adw 
joining  to  the  lake  Avernus ;  but  not  being  able  to  remove 
by  art  the  obilacles  of  nature,  he  was  obliged  to  drop  the 
enterprize  °. 
Mmtin*  The  ground,  not  occupied  by  the  foundations  of  Nero's 

hmit.  own  palace,  he  afligned  for  houfes,  which  were  not  placed^ 

as  after  the  burning  of  the  city  by  the  Gauls,  at  random^ 
and  without  order,  but  the  ftreets  were  laid  out  regularly, 
ipacious  and  ftrait ;  the  edifices  reftrained  to  a  certain 
height,  pei  haps  of  feventy  feet,  according  to  the  plan  of 
Auguitus  J  the  courts  were  widened,  and  to  all  the  great 
houfes  which  flood  by  themfelves,  and  were  called  ifles, 
large  porticoes  were  added,  which  Nero  engaged  to  raife  at 
his  own  expence,  and  to  deliver  to  each  proprietor  the 
fquares  about  them  clear  from  all  rubbiih..  He  likewife 
promifed  reward*  according  to  very  man's  rank  and  fub- 
ftance,  appointing  a  day  for  the  difcharge  of  his  promife, 
on  condition  that  againft  that  day  their  feveral  houfes  and 
Frfeautions  palaces  were  finithed.  He  moreover  made  the  following 
w$pr€n/tnt  wife  regulations,  to  obviate  fuch  ad  readful  calamity  for  the 
^  hke  dif'  future :  that  the  new  buildings  (hould  be  raifed  to  a  certain 
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keig^t  without  timber ;  that  they  (hould  be  arched  with 
jftone  from  the  quarried  of  Gabii  and  Alba,  which  were 
proof  againft  fire  J  that  over  the  common  fprings,  which 
were  divetted  by  private  men  fdr  their  own  ufcs,  overfeers 
Ihould  ht  placed  to  prevent  that  abufe  }  that  every  citizen 
fiiould  have  neady  in  his  houfe  a  machine  proper  to  cxtln- 
guiih  fire ;  aiid  that  no  wall  (hould  be  common  to  twO 
houfed,  but  every  houfe  be  inclofed  within  its  own  peculiar 
walls.     Thus  the  city  in  a  (bort  time  rofe  out  of  its  a(he» 
with  liew  luftre^  and  more  beautiful  |^n  ever.     As  Nero, 
notwithftanding  all  his  bounties,  was  fBll  believed  to  be  the  t^tnfft^ 
author  of  the  cotiilagrationi  in  order  to  wipe  off  this  afper*  ^fl^^rj^r 
Goo,  ii€^ transferred  tbeguik  upon  the  Chriftians,  wIk)  were  tians  burnt 
already  very  numerous  in  the  city,  and  againft  them  raifed  thecitf. 
the  firft  general  perfecution.    Tacitus  fays,  "Nero,  to. f up- «-   .    , 
preft  the  prevailing  rumour,  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  account  9f 
*  conflagration,  transferred  the  guilt  upon  fuppofed  crimi**  thtm. 
Hals,  fubje£);ing  to  moft  exquifite  tornients  thofe  people^ 
who  for  their  enorsgious  crimes  were  already  univerfally  ab* 
faorred,  and  known  to  the  vulgar  by  the  name  of  Chriftians. 
The  author  of  this  name  was  Chrift,  who  in  the  reign  of 
Tiberius  was  executed  under  Pontius  Pilate,  procurator  of 
Judsea.     The  peftilent  fuperftition  was  for  a  while  fup* 
preffild  \  but  it  revived  agaiit,  and  fpread,  not  only  over  Ju- 
daea, where  this  evil  was  firft  broached,  but  rAched  Rome, 
whither  from  every  quarter  of  the  earth  is  conftantly  flow- 
ing whatever  is  hideous  and  abominable  amongft  men,  and 
is  there  readily  embraced  and  praflifed.     Firft,  therefore, 
were  apprehended  fuch  as  openly  owned  themfelves  to  be 
of  x\x2xitQi  V  then  by  them  was  difcovered  an  immenfe  muU 
titude,  and  all  were  convi£ted,  not  of  the  crime  of  burning 
of  Rome,  but  of  their  hatred   and  enmity  to  mankind. 
Their  death  and  torture  were  aggravated  with  cruel  derifion 
and  fport;  for  they  were  either  covered  with  the  fltins  of 
wild  beafl:s,  and  torn  in  pieces  by  devouring  dogs;  or  faften- 
ed  to  cit)fle8,  or  wrapped  up  in  combuftible  garments,  that 
when  the  day-light  failed,  they  might,  like  torches,  fcrve 
to  difpel  the   darkncfs  of  the  night.     For  this  tragical  ,. 
fpeftacle  Nero  letit  his  own  gardens,  and  exhibited  at  the 
fame  time  the  public  diverfion  of  the  circus,  (bmetimes 
driving  a  chariot  in  perfon,  and  fometimes  ftahding  as  a 
fpeAa^or  among  the   populace,  in  the  habit  of    a  cha- 
rioteer.    Hence  towards  the  miferablc  fuflferers,  Jiowever 
guilty  and  deferving  the  moft  exemplary  puniftiment,  com- 
paffion  arofe,  feeingthey  were  doomed  to  perifli,  not  with 
a  view  to  the  public  good,  but  to  gratify  the  cruelty  of  one 
Vol.  XIII.  C  man," 
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man  p."  Thus  far  Tacitus,  who,  it  is  manifeft,  was  quite 
unacquainted  with  the  facred  myfteries  and  found  morals 
of  our  religion. 

In  the  tnean  time  Nero,  having,  with  the  immenfe  fums 
expended  in  building  his  golden  houfe,  and  embellifliing 
the  city,  quite  drained  his  exchequer,  in  order  to  fupply 
his  prodigality  betook  himfelf  to  all  manner  of  rapine  and 
extortion.     Not  Italy  alone,  but  the  provinces,  the  fevbral 
confederate  nations,  and  even  the  cities,  were  pillaged  and 
laid  wade.    In  this  general  fpoil  were  involved  the  temples 
of  the  gods,  now  dripped  of  all  their  rich  ornaments,  of 
all  the  treafures  which  the  Roman  people  in  every  age  of 
their  ftate  bad  confecrated,  either  as  monuments  of  triumphs 
celebrated,  or  vows  fulfilled.    Through  Greece  and  Afia 
the  fame  ravages  were  conrmitted ;  Atratus,  an  imperial 
freedman,  and  Secundus  Carinas,  two  ready  inftruments^ 
^s  Tacitus  ftyles  them,  to  execute  any  iniquity,  however 
black  and  flagrant,  being  fent  into  thofe  provinces  with  a 
commiffion  to  ftrip  every  where  the  temples  of  all  their  or- 
naments, gifts,  and  oblations  ;  and  convey  tbem,  together 
with  the  ftatues  and  images  of  the  gods  themfelves,  to 
Rome  'J,  where  they  were  melted  down,  and  turned  into 
money  ^i    Seneca,  fearing  thefe  facrileges  and  iniquitous 
extortions  might  be  imputed  to  him,  begged  permiffion  to 
retire  to  a  feat  of  his  own,  remote  from  Rome  ;  but  that 
favour  being  refufed  him,  he  confined  himfelf  to  his  cbam« 
ber,  pretending  an  indifpofition  in  his  nerves.    In  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  the  heads  and  mouths  of  the  populace  were 
filled  with  flrange  prodigies,  faid  to  have  happened,  and 
always  dreaded  as  the  forerunners  of  fome  dreadful  cala- 
mity.    A  comet  too  appeared,  an  omen  ever  fuppofed  to 
portend  misfortunes  threatening  fome  fovereign  power: 
Nero  was  therefore  under  no  fmall  apprehenfion;  but  Ba- 
biius  the  aftrologer  having  acquainted  him,  that  among 
monarchs  it  was  ufual,  upon  fuch  occafions,  to  avert  thefe 
omens  from  themfelves  by  fome  extraordinary  maflacre,  he 
refolved  utterly  to  exterminate  the  whole  fenatorial  order, 
and  commit  the  government  of  the  provinces,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  armies,  to  the  knights  and  his  freedmen. 

This  bloody  defign  he  began  to  put  in  execution  the  fol- 
lowing year,  when  A.  Licinius,  Nerva  Silanus,  and  M.  Ve- 
ftinius  Atticus  were  confuls,  a  confpiracy,  which  was  then 
difcovered,  affording  him  a  pretence  for  the  fliocking  facrj- 
fice.     In  this  meniorable  confpiracy  were  engaged  almoft 
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tha  wliole  nobility  of  Rome ;  fenators,  knights,  foldifei'^i 
and  even  women,  entering  into  it  with  great  eagernefs  and 
competition,  partly  from  their  deteftation  of  Nero,  and 
partly  from  their  zeal  for  Caius  Pifo,  by  whom  it  was  headed* 
He  was  allied  to  mod  of  the  illuftrious  families  in  Rome,  jy;,  ^;j^^ 
and  fdr  his  own  qualifications  highly  eftecmed  by  the  po-  raStr* 
pulace  ;  for  he  Was  a  great  orator,  and  employed  his  elo- 
quence in  the  defence  of  his  fellow-citizens  ;  generous  to 
his  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  even  to  fuch  as  were 
unknown  to  him,  affable  and  domplaifant :  he  was  of  a  tali 
ftature^  of  a  graceful  countenance,  and  extremely  capti- 
vating in  his  language  and  addrefs ;  but  fo  far  from  being 
Arid  and  auftere  in  his  life  and  manners,  that  he  obferved 
no  reftraint  in  his  pleafures,  abandoning  himfelf  to  all  man- 
ner of  debauchery  and  luxury.  He  was  not,  however,  the 
firft  author  of  the  confpiracy :  it  was  never  known  by  whom 
the  defign  was  firft  concerted,  though  Subrius  Flavins,  tri- 
bune of  a  praetorian  cohort,  and  Sulpicius  Afper,  a  centu^ 
rion,  feem  to  have  been  the  moft  forward  in  promoting  its 
execution. 

Among  the  firft  who  entered  into  It,  Tacitus  names  Lu-  Mawj^per* 
can,  the  celebrated  poet,  Plautius  Lateranus,  conful  ele£b,  fi"'  ^f^f- 
Flavius  Scevinus,  and  Afranius  Quinftianus.  Lucan  was  (.'jjjf^^^  ^ 
inftigated  by  perfonal  provocations;  Nero,  who  was  pof-  |j,,>, 
fefled  of  an  ardent  ambition  of  excelling  in  poetry,  having, 
from  a  ridiculous  emulation,  forbid  the  publication  of  his 
poems :  Lateranus  engaged  in  the  plot  from  a  fincere  af« 
feftion  to  the  republic.  The  other  two  had  till  that  time 
Jived  in  floth  and  debauchery :  what  prompted  Scevinus  to 
confpire,  we  are  not  told  \  but  Quinftianus  became  an  ac- 
complice in  order  to  be  revenged  on  Nero  for  having,  in  a 
virulent  fatire,  publiftied  his  fcandalous  and  unnatural  lewd- 
nefs.  Rome  was  furprifed,  that  two  men  of  fuch  charac- 
ters (hould  engage  in  an  enterprize  fo  hazardous  and,  dar- 
ing. Thofe  we  have  mentioned  drew  into  the  combination 
Tullius  Senecio,  Cervarius  Proculus,  Vulcatius  Araricus, 
Julius  Tugurinus,  Munatius  Gratus,  Antonius  Natalis,  and 
Martins  Feftus,  all  Roman  knights.  Among  the  troops,  be* 
fides  the  two  officers  already  mentioned,  were  engaged  as 
accomplices  Granius  Silvanus,  Statins  Proximus,  both  tri- 
bunes of  the  praetorian  bands  5  Maximus  Scaurus,  Venetus 
Paulus,  two  centurions ;  and,  as  their  chief  ftrength  and 
dependence,  Fenius  Rufus,  captain  of  the  imperial  guards, 
a  man  greatly  beloved  by  the  people,  and  on  that  account 
hated  both  by  his  colleague  Tigcllinus,  and  the  emperor* 
The  confpirators  were  no  fooncr  affured  that  Rufus  had 
joined  their  party,  than  they  began  fcrioufly  to  debate  about 
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the  time  and  place  of  the  intended  afiaflinatlon.  Sufarinia 
I>^laviu8  undertook  to  attack  Nero>  while  be  was  Cnging  on 
the  ftage,  or  fcouring  the  ftreets  in  his  drunken  revels  bf 
jiight,  unattended  bf  his  guards ;  but  a  too  great  anxietjr 
to  efcape  with  impunity,  ever  unfeafonable  in  great  enter- 
prizes,  reftrained  his  ardour  '<  * 

The  confpirators  deferring  from  day  to  day  the  execution 
of  their  defign,  a  woman,  named  Epicharis,  took  upon  her 
to  quicken  their  reiblves*    It  was  unknown  by  what  means 
ihe  came  to  be  apprifed  of  the  plot ;  for  till  that  time  (he 
had  never  fliewn  the  leaft  regard  to  honour,  virtue,  or  ho- 
nefty.    When  (he  found  that  all  her  reproaches  and  exhor- 
tations were  to  no  cSeQ:^  impatient  of  their  delay,  ihe  left 
Rome,  and  haftened  into  Campania,  where  ihe  employed 
all  her  induftry  and  {kill  to  gain  the  chief  officers  of  the 
fleet  riding  at  Mifenum,  and  to  engage  them  in  the  defign, 
which  they  had  frequent  opportunities  of  executing,  as  the 
emperor  greatly  delighted  in  failing  along  the  coails  of  Mi- 
fenum  and  Puteoli.    In  that  fleet,  Volufius  Proculus,  who 
had  been  employed  by  Nero  to  aflaffinate  Ms  mother,  had 
the  command  of  a  thoufand  marines :  but  as  he  did  not 
think  himfelf  fufficiently  rewarded  for  fo  meritorious  a  mur* 
der,  either  from  an  old  acquaintance  with  Epicharis,  or  a 
friendfliip  newly  gontrafled,  he  related  toller  his  fignal  fer- 
vices  to  Nero,  venting  bitter  complaints,  that  be  bad  not 
been  diftinguiihed  with  promotion  equal  to  his  deferts.    In 
return  for  this  mark  of  confidence,  Epicharis  urge^all  the 
enormous  cruelties,  all  the  barbarous  outrages  committed 
by  the  tyrant,  and  at  the  fame  time  acquainted  him ,  with 
the  cbnfpiracy  ^  but  had  the  precaution  to  conceal  the  names 
of  the  confpirators. 

The  traitor  was  no  fooner  intruded  with  the  fecret,  than 
Jie  flew  to  Rome,  and  betrayed  the  whole  to  Neip.  When 
Epicharis  was  fummoned,  and  confronted  with  the  in- 
former, as  his  charge  againft  her  was  fupported  by  no  wit- 
neflTes,  fhe  denied  it,  pretending  to  be  greatly  amazed  at 
the  impudent  boldnefs  of  the  accufer.  However,  ihe  was 
detained  in  prifon,  Nero  fufpedling  that  the  charge  was  not 
falfe,  though  not  proved  to  be  true  '.  The  confpirators  be- 
ing, not  with  (landing  the  filence  of  Epicharis,  apprehenfive 
of  a  difcovery,  came  to  a  refolution  to  haflen  the  intended 
murder,  and  chofe,  as  the  mofl  convenient  place  for  the 
execution  of  their  defign,  a  villa  at  Baix,  belongiilg  tp 
Pifo,  whither  the  emperor  frequently  reforted  to  bathe  and 
cajoufe  with  a  fmall  number  of  attendants.    But  in  this 
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Ccfaeme  PMo  would  by  no  means  concur,  alleging  die  ge- 
iiera.1  abhorrence  which  moft  enfuc,  were  the  facred  rights 
of  hofpitality  violated  by  the  murder  of  a  prince,  however 
wicked.  ^  He  thought  it  more  advifcablc  to  difpatch  him  at 
Rome^  cither  in  the  detefted  houfe  which  he  had  reared 
with  the  fpoils  of  the  unhappy  city,  or  in  the  face  of  the 

Juhlic^  fince  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  the  defign  had 
ecn  undertaken. 

Thus  he  reafoned  openly  amongft  the  confpirators ;  but  pifi  isjtg" 
in  his  heart  he  was  influenced  by  fccret  motives,  fearing  huso/ Si- 
left  Lucius  Silanus,  a  man  of  extraordinary  accompKfli-  ^"*"»  *{^ 
ments,  might,  as  h^  was  then  at  Rome,  upon  the  firft  J?^,"^;. 
pews   of  Nero's  death,   feize  the  vacant  fovcreignty  for     '^      * 
himfelf.     He  was  likewife  jealous  of  the  conful  Veftinus, 
fearing  be  might,  as  he  was  a  man  of  great  intrepidity,  at- 
tempt th^  reftbration  of  the  ancient  government,  or  beftow 
the  empire  upon  fome  other,  as  a  gift  of  his  own.    The 
confpirators,  influenced  by  the  reafonings  of  Pifo,  unani^ 
moufly  agreed  to  execute  their  defign,  not  at  Baise,  but  at 
Rome,  on  the  anniverfary  facred  to  Ceres,  and  always  fo- 
lemnized  with  Circenfian  games,  at  which  Nero  never  fail- 
ed  to  affift,  giving  free  accefs  to  all,  during  the  gaiety  of 
the  fports.    The  defign  was  to  be  executed  in  the  follow* 
ing  manner ;  Lateranus,  who  was  in  flend^r  circumilances, 
under  pretence  of  imploring  relief,   was   to  fall  at  the 
princess  feet,  and  throw  him  down ;    then  the  tribunes, 
centurions,  and  other  confpirators,  were  to  ruih  in  and 
difpatch  him.    Scevinus  earneftly  claimed  the  honour  of  Sce^vinut 
giving  tlje  firft  blow;  for  having  formerly  taken  a  dagger  ^jf^^^^^^i 
out  of  a  temple,  he  carried  it  conftanfly  about  him,  as  con-  -J"/^^  J^^ 
fecrated  to  the  execution  of  foine  mighty  defign.     It  was  firfi  Uow. 
moreover  agreed,  that  Pifo  (hould  wait  the  event  in  the 
temple  of  Ceres,  and  be  thence  brought  forth  by  Fenius, 
captain  of  the  guards,  and  conduced  to  the  camp. 

The  day  before  that  appointed  for  the  execution  of  the  T^e  c^u* 
defign,  Scevinus,  after  a  long  conference  with  Antonius  /piracy  dif* 
Natalis,  fealed  his  will ;  then  unlheathing  the  dagger,  he  f^^*^* 
complained  it  was  blunt  and  rufty,  charging  Milichus,  one 
of  his  freedmen,  to  have  it  ground,  and  fliarpcned  at  the 
point :  next  he  ordered  a  repaft  more  fumptuous  and  pro- 
fufc  than  ordinary  to  be  prepared  ;  after  which  he  prefcnt- 
ed  his  favourite  flaves  with  their  liberty,  and  others  with 
fums  of  money :  his  countenance,  in  the  mid  ft  of  arn  af- 
fefted  chearfulnefs,  appeared  clouded  :  in  his  difcourfe  he 
was  continually  running  from  one  fubjefl  to  another,  with- 
out attending  to  any ;  when  all,  who  were  prefent,  con- 
cluded, that  his  mind  was  fraught  with  fome  great  pr6- 

C3  jea:       . 


it  The  Roman  Hiftory. 

\t& :  at  lail  he  ordered  the  fame  Milichus  to  prepare  bati« 
dages  for  wounds,  and  applications  for  flopping  blood.  Xhe 
fre^edman,  refleding  on  thefe  orders^  and  concluding  Mritb 
himfelf)  that  a  confpiracy  was  undoubtedly  carrying   on, 
and  his  patron  concerned  in  it,  hailened  next  morning  by- 
break  of  day  to  the  gardens  of  Servilius,  where  Nero  then 
was  ;  and  being  refufcd  admittances  declared  that  he  came 
to  difcover  matters  of  the  utmoft  importance.     Upon  this 
declaration,   he  was  condu£ied  to  Epaphroditus,  one  ojf 
Nero's  freedmen,  and  by  him  prefented  to  the  emperor 
himfeif,  to  whom  he  related  all  the  circumftances  be  had 
obferved,  fhewed  the  dagger,  and  defired  the  qriminal  to  be 
immediately  fecured. 
Several  of       Accordingly  Scevinus  was  by  a  band  of  foldiers  haftily 
the  con-       feized,  and  dragged  before  the  emperor ;  but  defended  him- 
fhirators      felf  with  a  fpirit  fo  undaunted,  and  inveighed  againft  tb^ 
feized,        informer  as  a  treacherous  wretch,  ftill  aduated  by  the  bafe 
fpirit  of  a  flave,  with  fuch  firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  that 
the  informer  would  have  been  baffled,  had  not  his  wife  re-t 
minded  him,  that  Antonius  Natalis  had  held  a  long  con- 
ference with  Scevinus,  and  that  both  lived  in  clofe  coufi-? 
dence  with  Caius  Pifo.    Natalis  was  therefore  immediately 
arreiled,  and  both  he  and  Scevinus  feparately  examined 
concerning  the  particulars  of  that  conference.     As  thei^ 
anfwers  were  contradiAory,  they  were  thrown  into  irons, 
and  threatened  with  the  rack ;  the'fight  of  which  neither 
of  them  being  able  to  bear,  they  difcovered  every  particu- 
lar of  the  confpiracy,    Natalis  confefled  the  firft,  and  de- 
clared how  far  Pifo  was  concerned  in  the  plot,  and  named 
alfo  Seneca ;  but  whether  this  laft  had  a^ed  as  an  agent; 
between  him  and  Pifo,  or  whether  Natalis  impeached  him 
only  to  purchafe  the  favour  of  Nero,  who  was  daily  hunt- 
ing after  fome  fpecious  pretence  to  deftroy  him,  is  uncer-r 
tain.     Scevinus,  underftanding  that  Natalis  had  made  a' 
confeflion,  and  that  no  advantage  could  be  reaped  from 
his  filence,  at  length  difcovered  all  the  other  accomplices. 
Of  thefe  Lucan,  QuinSianus,  and  Senecio,  perfiftcd  long 
in  denying  the  charges  but  at  length  were  feduced  by 
a  promife  of  impunity  ;  and  then,  to  atone  for  their  backn 
wardnefs,    they    informed  againft   their  deareft   friends, 
Lucan  againft  Attilia  his  own  mother,  Quln^tianus  againfl; 
Glicius  Gallus,  and  Senecio  againft  Annius  PoIIio* 
7hefirm'         Nero,  recollecling  that  Epicharis  was  detained  in  prifon, 
fiefs  and      and  fuppofing  that  flie  could  endure  the  violence  of  the 
intrepidity    rack,  commanded  her  to  be  put  to  the  fevereft  torture, 
of  Epicha*    gm  j^gj.  fip^nefs  and  magnanimity  were  proof  againft  thq 
fury  of  ftripes,  of  fire,  ^nd  of  all  the  torments  the  execu-» 
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tioners  cottld  iiiTent,  though  they  exerted  their  utmoft  ef- 
forts in  cruelty,  left  they  fhould  be  at  laft  derided  and 
baffled  by  a  woman.    She  ftill  utterly  denied  every  parti* 
cular;  and  fach  was  the  iffue  of  the  firft  day's  torture. 
Next  day^  as  ihe  was  recQndu£iing  in  a  chair  to  fuffer  again  She  han%$ 
the  fame  torments  (for  hpr  limbs  were  fo  torn  and  disjoint-  ^'""filf 
ed,  that  fhe  could  not  fupport  herfelf),  with  the  girdle,  **^J^//^ 
that  bound  her  breafts,  ihe  fraijaed  a  noofeior  her  neck,  and  ^"^  '* 
tying  it  to  the  top  pf  the  chair,  hung  upon  it  with  all  the 
weight  of  her  body,  and  put  an  end  to  the  poor  remains  of 
life.     Thus  a  woman>  who  was  once  a  flave/  heroically 
fafiered  the  mod  exquifite  torments  cruelty  could  invent^ 
^nd  death  itfelf,  to  prote£b  perfons  whom  (he  fcarce  knew ; 
when  men  born  free,  when  Roman  knights  and  fenators, 
betrayed  their  deareft  friends,  their  neareft  relations:  for 
Lucan,  Senecio,  and  Quin£tianus,  were  daily  making  new 
difcoveries,  and  ftill  naming  more  accomplices ;  a  detail  ^'^^'^ 
which  fo  terrified  Nero,  that  he  not  only  doubled  his  ^J"'^^  ^?^' 
guards,  but  potted  bands  of  foldiers  upon  the  walls,  and  all  ^'^"^^^^^ 
round  the  city,  lined  the.  fea-coaft,  and  the  banks  of  the  ' 
Tiber,  with  numerous  detachments,  ordered  parties  of  foot 
and  horfe  to  fcour  the  fields  night  and  day,  to  range  in  the 
public  fquaresy  in  the  neighbouring  municipal  towns,  and 
to  enter  the  private  houfes.    With  the  praetorian  guards 
Germans  were  intermixed ;  for  in  them^  as  they  were  fp- 
reigners,  Nero  chiefly  confided  *. 

And  now  the  accufed  were  dragged  in  troops  to  Nero's  Gnat 
tribunal,  which  wa$  erefted  in  his  garden  ;  and  they  lay  ^^^^^' «/ 
together  at  the  gates,  e:Kpe£iing  to  be  fucceffively  admitted  ^l^^f^^ 
and  examined.     If  upon  their  trial  it  appeared,  that  they 
bad  ever  been  feen  fmiling  with  any  of  the  confpirators ; 
that  they  had  ever  fpoke  with  them,  met  thent,  however 
fortuitoufly,  been  common  guefts  at  the  fame  table,  or  fat 
together  at  the  fame  public  (how ;  any  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances   was  imputed  as  an  unpardonable   crime.      The 
judges  were  Nero  himfelf,  Tigellinusand  his  coUeague  Fe- 
nius  Rufus,  who,  as. he  was  not  yet  accufed,  proved  more 
fevere  than  the  other  two  in  examining  his  own  aflbciates, 
in  order  to  perfuade  the  prince,  that  he  was  a  (Iranger  to 
the  plot.    It  was  owing  to  him,  that  the  defign  was  not  put 
in  execution  even  during  the  examination  of  the  conspi- 
rators; for  the  brave  tribune,  Subrius  Flavius,   who  at-  FUvius 
tended,  and  was  not  yet  impeachedor  fufpeftied,  having  de-  ^ff'^^  '* 
manded  by  figns,  whether  he  fhould  di (patch  the  tyrant,  *^^'^'''^* 
was  by  contrary  figns  checked  and  forbid,  when  he  had  aU  ^fig^ii^j  ^ 
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ready  gr&f{>ed  the  hilt  of  his  fword*    Wh^ft  the  cdiifotraey 
was  firil  difcovercd,  there  were  fomc  who  exhorted  rifo  tc| 
proceed  dire^lly  to  the  camp,  or  mount  the  roftrum,  and 
try  the  afie3ions  of  the  people  and  foldiery,  fince  nothingr> 
worfe  could  befal  him,  though  both  the  foldiery  and  peo* 
pie  ihould  not  join  him,  than  he  m«ft  already  expe£%  :  they? 
reprefented  that,  by  lofing  his  life  in  fo  glorious  an  attempt]^ 
he  would  approve  himfelf  worthy  of  his  anceftors,  and 
leave  a  noble  example  to  pofterity ;  whereas,  if  he  negleAed 
the  prefent  opportunity,  he  would  be  foon  feized,  and  con^ 
demned  to  an  ignominious  death,     Pifo,  reje£l:ing  the  adr 
vice  of  his  friends  and  affpciates,  the  beft  that  could  be 
given  him  at  the  prefent  junfture,  retired  to  his  own  hptife, 
where,  upon  the  arrival  of  a  band  of  foldiers  to  feize  himj^ 
he  opened  the  veins  in  ^oth  his  arms,  and  bled  to  death  (F). 

Next  followed  the  death  of  Flautius  Lateranqs,  conful 
eled,  infH£ted  with  fueh  precipitation^  that  he  was  not  al- 
lowed time  even  to  embrace  his  children  $  but  inftantl]^ 
dragged  to  the  place  allotted  for  the  execution  of  flaves» 
and  there  flaughtered  by  the  h^nd  of  Statius  the  tribune. 
He  died  with  exemplary  firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  uttered 
not  a  fyllable  relating  to  the  cpnfpiracy ;  but  with  an  un- 
daunted fpirit  anfwered  Epaphroditus,  the  emperor's  freed-i 
man  and  fecretary,  who  afked  him  fome  queftions,  ^*  If  I 
were  mean  enough  to  make  any  difcoveries,  it  wpuld  be 
to  you?  niafter,  not  to  you/*  H^  did  not  even  upbraid  the 
tribune  appointed  to  cut  oflF  his  head,  though  he  tpp  was 
cpncerned  with  him  in  the  confpiracy  ^. 

The  nej^t  illu(lrious  perfon  facriiiced  on  this  pccafion, 
was  Annaeus  Seneca,  to  the  infinite  joy  of  Nero,  who  had 
been  long  feeking  his  deftruftion.  Natalis  alone  had  ac- 
^ufed  hw,  thpugh  what  he  faid  of  him  amounted  to  very 
little.  He  declared,  that  be  had  been  fent  by  Pifo  to  vifit  Se- 
neca, then  indifpofed,  to  complain  in  his  narne,  that  he  wa^ 
debarred  accefs  to  him,  and  to  ^eprefent,  that  it  would  be 
better  if  they  maintained  their  friendfhip  by  familiar  con-» 
verfation  ;  that  to  this  meflage  Seneca  replied,  that  frequent 
interviews  and  con  verfation  s  by  themfelves  were  conducive 
to  the  fervice  of  neither ;  but  that  upon  the  fafety  of  Pifo 
his  pwri  welfare  depended.    Granius  Silvanus,  tribune  of  ^ 
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(F)  He  left  a  will  full  of  ful- 
fome  flattery  towards  Nero ; 
and  this  out  of  tendernefs  to  his 
wife.Arria  Gal  la,  whom  h^  had 
taken  from  Domitius  Silius,  a 


friend  of  his  pwn,  though  fhe 
was  a  woman  of  moft  vicious 
inclinations,  and,  except  the; 
beauty  of  her  perfon,  deftitute 
of  every  recommendation. 

praetorian 


fh  Rmm  Hiftory.  I- 

praBtoron  cohort*  was  (ent  to  Seneca,  with  ortlers  to  ail; 
hini»  whether  he  owned  the  word^  of  Natalis,  apd  his  own 
aniwers :  Seneca  had  returned  that  very  day  from  Campa- 
nt9y  and  ftppped  at  a  villa  of  hisy  four  miles  from  Rome. 
Xhe  tribune  arriving  in  the  evenings  befet  the  villa  with 
his  men,  entered  the  houfe,  and  acquainted  Seneca  with 
)ii8  commil$on|  w|iile  he  fat  at  table  with  Paulina  his  wife^ 
and  two  friends.  3eneca  anfwered,  that  Natalis  had  in- 
deed been  fent  to  him,  and  had  complained  in  Pifo's  name, 
that  he  was  refufed  admittance ;  a  complaint  which  he 
had  anfwered  by  excufing  himfelf  on  account  of  his  bodily 
diforders,  and  his  love  of  quif^t.  }le  denied  to  have  ever 
declared,  that  his  fafety  depended  upon  that  of  any  private 
man/  adding,  that  he  was  not  at  all  addicted  tq  flattery,  as 
fio  man  better  knew  than  Nero, 

When  this  anfwef  was  by  the  tribune  reported  to  tljc  ffg  /^  ac- 
emperor,  h<$  aflced^  whether  Seneca  feemed  determined  quainteflty 
upon  a  voluntary  death  f  I  have  not  difcovered,  replied  the  ^  anturiom 
tribune,  either  in  his  words  or  looks,  the  leaft  fymptom  of  ^^'  'Jf  ~ 
fear.  Nero  then  commanded  him  to  return  dircftly,  and  ^*^ 
acquaint  Mm  that  he  muft  die.  The  tribune,  who  was 
himfelf  one  of  the  cpnfpirators,  took  not  the  fame  way  he 
came ;  but  turning  aiide,  went  iirft  to  Fenius,  captain  of 
the  guards,  and,  difclofing  the  emperor's  orders,  aiked» 
whether  \it  (hould  obey  them  ?  The  cowardly  commander 
advifed  him  to  execute  his  cqmmiffion,  and  ^&  in  every 
rcfpeft  as  if  he  were  an  utter  ftranger  to  the  plot.  Thus 
Fenius  and  Silvanus,  through  a  bafenefs  and  timidity  hardly 
to  be  credited^  contributed  to  multiply  thofe  very  cruelties 
which  they  had  confpired  to  avenge.  However,  the  tri- 
bune avoided  feeing  Seneca,  and  delivering  in  perfon  the 
meflage ;  but  difpatched  a  centurion  to  apprife  him  of  his 
fate.  3eneca  heard  the  fentence  without  betraying  the  leaft 
difmay  or  concern,  and  calmly  called  for  his  will ;  but  that 
being  denied  him  by  the  centurion,  turning  to  his  friends, 
he  told  them,  that  fince  he  was  prevented  from  gratefully 
acknowleging  their  favours,  he  bequeathed  them  that  which 
alone  was  now  left  him,  the  pattern  of  his  life.  He  re- 
preffed  their  tears,  fomctimes  with  gentle  reafoning,  fome- 
times  with  (harp  rebukes,  afking  them,  where  were  now 
all  the  documents  of  philofophy  ?  where  the  precepts  of 
wifdom  fo  many  years  acquiring  againft  impending  cala- 
mities ?  for  to  whom,  faid  he,  is  unknown  the  bloody  na- 
ture of  Nero  ?  After  the  murder  of  his  mother  and  bro- 
ther, what  remained,  but  to  add  to  their's  the  flaughter  of. 
his  preceptor  and  inftruflor  ?  After  he  Wad  difcourfed  fome 
^me  to  the  co|inpany  in  general,  he  embraced  his  wife  \  an 

af- 
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afie£ling  o\>]t€t !  which  fomewhat  abated  his  fimwefs,  and 

feemed  to  fubdue  his  phiiofophical  fpirit.     He  befought 

her  to  moderate  her  forrow,  and  to  fortify  herfdf  againft 

the  grief  arifing  from  the  lofs  of  her  hufband,  bv  the  con-* 

tempiation  of  his  life  fpent  in  a  fteadv  courfe  ot  virtue* 

^hi  torn'         Paulina,  on  the  contrary,  refolutely  declared,  that  ffie 

fian<y  rf     vas  determined  to  die  with  him.     This  declaration  fur- 

Mi  wifg.     prifed  Seneca,  who,  unwilling  to  deprive  her  of  fo  much 

glory,  and  unwilling  to  leave  one  whom  he  tenderly  loved, 

expofed  to  infults  and  injuries,  after  a  fliort  paufe,  *'  Since 

to  the  delights  of  a  ihort  life  you  prefer  (faid  he)  the  ever- 

lading  fame  of  a  glorious  death,  I  (hall  not  envy  you  this 

honour  :   let  us  &are  the  glory  of  fo  brave  an  a£lion» 

though  your  {hare  will  be  by  far  the  ereater/'    After  this 

converfacion,  both  had  the  veins  of  their  arms  opened  at 

^he  fame  inftant.     As  Seneca  was  aged*  and  bis  body  ema- 

€iated»  his  blood  iflued  but  flowly ;  he  therefore  caufed 

the  veins  of  his  legs,  and  thofe  about  the  joints  of  his 

knees,  to  be  likewiie  cut.    As  he  fuffered  cruel  agonies, 

he  perfuaded  his  wife  to  retire  into  another  chamber,  left 

his  torments  fliould  ihake  her  refolutipn,  or  he  himfelf,  af- 

fe£ted  with  her  pangs,  betray'  weaknefs  and  impatience. 

As  his  eloquence  did  not  fail  him  to  the  laft  moment  of  his 

life,  he  called  for  his  fcribes,  and  did:ated  many  things, 

which  were  publiflied  after  his  death. 

She  hpri'       As  Nero  bore  no  perfonal  enmity  to  Paqlina,  and  was 

rented '       well  appriled  that  her  death  would  double  the  hatred  of  the 

from  dying   public  towards  him,  he  fent  orders  to  the  foldiers  to  prevent 

^</     * '  ^^^"^  ^y*"g  y  w^o  thereupon  commanded  her  domeftic 

Haves  and  freedmen  to  bind  up  her  arms,  and  ftop  the 

blood.     She  outlived  her  huiband  but  a  few  years,  ever  pale 

and  in  a  languifliing  condition,  and  retained  to  the  laft  a 

reverence  for  his  memory.    Seneca  in  the  mean  time,  to 

haften  his  death,  which  advanced  very  ilov/ly,  befought  Sta* 

^ius  Annaeus,  an  intimate  friend^  well  (killed  in  medicine, 

Stiffca        ^^  bring  a  draught  of  poifon,  which  he  had  prepared  long 

takes poif^n  before,  and  kept  by  him.     This  he  fwallowed,  without  ef- 

in  vma,       fe£);,  his  limbs  being  chilled  with  cold,  and  his  juices  ftag- 

nated.    He  had  therefore  recourfc  to  a  hot  bath,  to.  haften 

by  warmth  the  operation  of  the  poifon,  or  to  make  his  blood 

flow  more  freely.    With  the  water  of  the  bath  he  fprinkled 

His  up       f**ch  of  bis  flaves  as  ftood  near  him,  faying,  **  With  this 

ivords.        liquor  I  make  a  libation  to  Jupiter  the  Deliverer."     As  the 

bath  had  not  the  defired  effect,  and  the  foldiers  were  impa* 

hfufdcat'  tient,  he  was  at  laft  conveyed  into  a  ftove,  and  there  fufFo^ 

id  in  a        cated  with  the  fteam.     His  body  was  burnt  without  any  fu- 

hot  bmsh.      jjgj-ai  folemnity,  purfuant  to  a  will  which  he  had  made, 

even 
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^▼en  while  he  was  in  high  favour  with  his  prince  ^  Thus 
died  the  celebrated  L.  Annseus  Seneca,  on  the  twelfth,  or. 
Its  others  will  have  it,  on  the  thirteenth  of  April  (G).- 

Hitherto  Feniu$  Rufus  had  proceeded  with  great  feverity  F^ttms  Km- 
againftthe  conipirators  his  accomplices;  but  was  himfelf  A'/' ^- 
in  the  end  deteAed :  for  while  in  the  examination  of  Fla-  '^l^^ 
vius  Scevinus,  the  fenator,  he  urged  him  with  many  me*"  kjm'^ 
naces  to  an  ample  confef&on,  Scevinus  fmiled,  and  told 
bim,  that  no  9ian  was  better  acquainted  with  the  particu-^ 
lars  of  the  plot  than  himfelf.     Fenius  attempted  to  refute 
the  charge ;  but  faltering  and  perplexed  in  his  fpeech,  he 
gave  manifefl:  tokens  of  his  guilt  and  terror ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  he  was  by  the  emperor's  orders  immediately 
feized,  and  dragged  to  prifon.     At  the  fame  time  the  brave 
tribune  Subrius  Flavins  was  impeached.    He  at  fir  ft  defend- 
ed himfelf  >  but  being  prefied  by  the  informers,  he  not  only 
owned  the  charge,  but  gloried  in  it ;  and  in  anfwer  to  Nero, 
who  aiked  him,  upon  what  provocation  he  had  flighted  the 
obligation  of  his  oath,  <*  SecaufjP  I  abhorred  thee  (faid  he)^  Subrimt 
though  there  wis  not  in  the  v^holc  army  one  more  zealoufly  Fiatnut 
jittacbed  to  thee  than  I,  fo  long  as  thou  didft  merit  affec-  ^'^^f 
tion ;  but  I  began  to  hate  thee  when  thou  becameft  the  >yj%'^ 
inurderer  of  thy  mother^  the  murderer  of  thy  brother  and 
wife,  a  charioteer,  a  comedian,  and  an  incendiary."    Ta- 
citus tells  us,  that  the  whole  confpiracy  afforded  nothing 
which  proved  fo  bitter  and  pungent  to  Nero  as  this  re- 
proach.  He  ordered  Flavins  to  be  immediately  put  to  death, 
committing  the  execution  to  Veianus  Niger,  a  tribune^  who 
led  him  into  the  neareft  field,  and  there,  ordered  a  funeral 
trench  to  be  dug,  fuch  as  ferved  for  a  grave  to  the  foldiers, 
who  died  in  the  camp.    Flavins  found  fault  with  it,  as  too 
ilreight  and  fhallow  i  and,  turning  to  the  guard  of  foldiers, 
^*  This  (faid  he,  without  betraying  the  leaft  concern),  is 
not  even  done  according  to  the  laws  of  difcipline.*'    When  Hulafi 
the  tribune  defired  him  to  ftretch  out  his  neck  valiantly,  ^''^^ 
"  I  wifh  (replied  he),  thou  mayft  ftrike  as  valiantly  :*'  and  ToZfrnp!!^ 
indeed  the  tribune  was  feized  with  fuch  a  violent  trepida-  ofdeafL 
tion,  that  he  vtrith  difficulty  cut  off  his  head  at  two  ftrokes. 
however,  he  afterwards  boafted  to  Nero,  that  he  had  de- 
(ignedly  employed  more  blows  than  one. 

The  next  example  of  firmnefs  and  conftancy  was  exhi-^ 
bited  by  Sulpicius  Afper,  the  centurion  ;  who  being  afked 

z  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xv«  cap.  6%,  64, 

(G)  Dio  Cailius  afTures  us,    Tacitus   does   not   attempt  to 
that  he  was  privy  to  the  con-    cl^ar  hitQ. 
(piracy;    from    which   charge 

by 
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by  Nero,  why  he  had  confpired  againft  him,  anfwered  in 
a  few  words,  "  Becaufe  there  was  no  other  relief  again  fl: 
thy  abominable  enormities.''    The  other  centurions  faced 

g\iu$        death  with  equal  bravery  :  but  Fenius  Rufus  betrayed  a  ti- 
fks  diis   midity  unbecoming  a  man  of  his  rank  z,nA  profemon  ;  he 
W^tl»^      ^ven  filled  his  laft  ^ill  with  unmanly  lamentations,     "blcra 
hoped  to  find  the  conful  Veftinus  likcwife  concerned  in  the 
confpiracy ;  but  as  he  was  a  man  of  a  violent'  fpirit,  and 
altogether  untraffc^ble,  the  confpirato^s  had  iiot  thought  &% 
to  make  him  acquainted  with  their  defign.    He  had  once 
lived  in  clofe  confidence  with  Nero ;  but  afterwards  zhuGng 
the  freedom  which  the  emperor  allowed  him,  and  utterl]r 
defpifing  him,  he  ufed  frequently  to  infult  the  prince  with 
poignant  farcafmsi  which  left  behind  them  a  bitter  remeni«r 
brance,  as  they  were  for  the  moft  part  founded  on  truth- 
Befides,  Nero  dreaded  the  haughty  and  violent  temper  of 
Veftinus ;  arid  therefore  wiflied  for  a  plaufible  pretence  tQ 
.     deftroy  him ;  but  as  no  accufer  appeared  to  charge  him» 
Cnce  He  could  not  fatiate  his  rancour  un^er  the  title  of  a 
judged  he  had  recourfe  to  the  violence  of  a  tyrant,  an<| 
difp^tched  Gerelanus  the  tribune,  at  the  head  of  five  h^n-.    . 
dr^d  men,  with  orders  to  difpofe  of  the  conAiI- 

He  had  that  day  difcharged  all  the  functions  of  a  conful,;, 
and  was  celebrating  a  banquet  at  home  with  great  gaiety, 
when  the  foldiers  entering  told  them,   that  the  tribune 
Ihe  quick    waited  for  him.     Veftinus,  without  delay,  rofe  from  table,^ 
and  brave   ^lxiA  in  a  few  minutes  the  tragedy  was  begun  and  finiflied  ; 
^h^^^  ^{ul     ^^  ^^^  ^"^  ^P  ^^  ^  chamber  j  the  phyfician  attended  ;  hi$ 
^FeflUiujl      veins  were  cut,  he  was  conveyed  into  a  hot  hath,  and  fuffo- 
cated  with  the  fteam,  without  uttering  a  fyllable  that  argued 
either  grief  or  concern.     In  the  mean  time  the  whole  com^ 
pany  that  fupped  with  them  were  befet  by  a  guard,  and 
not  releafed  till  the  night  was  far  fpent,  Nero  diverting, 
himfelf  with  the  fears  of  men,  who  had  paflcd  at  once 
from  the  mirth  and  joy  of  a  feaft,  to  the  deadly  apprehen- 
fion  of  their  laft  moments.  At  length  he  ordered  the  guards 
to  withdraw,  faying,  that  the  conful's  guefts  had  p^d  dear 
enough  fdr  their  good  cheer  J^. 
Lman  diis       Lucan  the  poet  was  next  fentenced  to  die.   His  veins,  be- 
ti/itk  great  Jng  opened,  and  his  blood  ifTuing  in  ftreams,  he  foon  per- 
intreptdtty.  ^gj^g^j  jjjg  f^g^  ajj^  hands  growing  cold  and  ftifF;  but  before 
his  faculties  were  impaired,  recolkfting  fome  lines  of  his 
own,  in  which  he  defcribed  a  wounded  foldier  expiring  af- 
ter the   fame  manner,  he  rehearfed  th^m,  and  they  were 

y  Tacit.  Annrlib.  xv.  cap*  63—69. 

.  '  the 
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trlic  laft  words  he  uttered  *  (H).  Senecio,  Quinaianus, 
Skxid  Scevinu8,fuflFered  death  with  a  fpirit  far  ditferent  from 
tlie  former  effeminacy  of  their  lives.  The  other  confpira- 
tors  were  put  to  deaths  without  fpeaking  or  doing  any  thing 
"Worthy  of  notice* 

Antonius  Natalis  and  Cervarius  Proculus  were  pardoned, 
irt*  confideration  of  their  early  confefiion  and  difcovery. 
IVlilichus  the  freedman  was  amply  rewarded,  and  honour* 
cd  with  a  Greek  name,  fignifying  Proteftor.  Granius  Sil- 
▼auus,  one  of  the  tribunes  of  the  prsstorian  guards,  obtain- 
ed his  pardon ;  but  foon  after,  fcorning  to  owe  his  life  to 
the  tyrant,  fell  by  his  own  hand.  All  the  friends  of  Se- 
neca, though  rather  calumniated  than  convi<S):ed,  were  con- 
demned to  baniihment.  Caefonius  Maximus,  and  Cadicia, 
the  wife  of  Scevinus,  were  driven  out  of  Italy,  and  only 
by  their  punilhment  knew  that  they  had  been  charged  as 
criminals.  The  accufation  againft  Attilia,  Lucan's  mother, 
was  dropped  \  fo  that  without  being  cleared,  (he  efcaped 
unpunifhed  *. 

The  confpiracy  being  entirely  fuppreffed,  and  the  con-  Htrf- 
fpirators  fentenced  to  death  or  baniihment,  Nero  affembled  awards  thi 
the  foldiery,  beftowed  on  each  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  ^'"A*- 
nummi  a  man,  and  ordered  them  to  be  thenceforth  fup-  7'"'^^/  . 
plied  with  corn  at  the  public  expence.     Upon  Petronius    ^  ^^'^  ^* 
Turpilianus,  Cocceius  Nerva,  and  Tigellinus,  he  decreed 
triumphal  ornaments,  as  a  reward  for  their  zeal  in  profecut- 
ing  the  confpirators :  he  alfo  caufed  triumphal  ftatues  to  be 
eredled  in  the  forum  to  the  two  latter,  and  their  images  to 
be  placed  in  the  palace ;  a  di{lin£tion  feldom  granted,  and 
only  to  perfons  of  the  greateft  merit.     Nymphidius  was 
diftinguifhed  with  the  confular  ornaments. 

The  emperor  having  thus  rewarded  the  inftruments  of  his 
tyranny,  affembled  the  fathers,  and  acquainted  them  with 
the  late  tranfaftions.  To  the  people  like  wife  he  addreffed 
an  edia  upon  the  fame  fubje£l:,  and  publifhed  the  fevcral 
evidences  againft  the  confpirators,  with  their  own  confef- 
fions,  in  order  to  confute  a  rumour  current  among  the  po- 
pulace, that  the  plot  was  forged ;  and  that  Nero,  merely  to 

z  Tacit.  Ann.  lib.  xv.  cap.  70^  »  Idem  ibid.  cap.  73, 

(H)  Suetonius,  or  whoever  voked  the  beft  of  princes.    His 

clfe  is  the  author  of  his  life,  informing  falfly  againfl  his  own 

tells  us,  that  his  behaviour  to-  mother,  will  rcfled  eternal  ig- 

wards  Nero,   who  loved  him,  nominy  onhismemory  (9). 
was  fuch  as  would  have  pro- 

(9)  Sueton.  in  Vit.  Lucan* 

fatlate 
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fatiate  his  cruelty,  had  facrificed  fo  many  illuftrioud  citl^' 
7hi  ferule  zens.     In  the  fenate,  where  the  mod  aDJe£l  flattery  pre«^ 
jhttiry  of   vailed,  every  fenator,  the  more  fenfibly  he  was  afFecbed  witb 
tkijtnmu.   inward  grief  for  the  lofs  of  his  friends  or  relations,  tbe 
more  outward  joy  and  congratulations  he  exprefled.      It 
was  by  the  whole  body  decreed,  that  public  thankfgivings 
and  oblations  Ihould  be  paid  to  all  the  deities^  and  particu-^ 
lar  honours  to  the  Sun,  who  having  a  chapel  in  the  circus, 
where  the  parricide  was  to  be  perpetrated,  had  brought  to 
light  the  dark  contrivances  of  the  confpirators ;  that  the 
Circenfian  games  ihould  be  folemnized  with  extraordinary- 
pomp  ;  that  the  month  of  April,  in  which  the  confpiraify 
was  dete£):ed,  (hould  in  future  bear  the  name  of  Nero ;  and 
that  a  temple  fhould  be  erefled  to  the  go'ddefs  Salus  or 
Safety,  in  the  place  whence  Scevinus  had  taken  the  dagger. 
The  dagger  itfelf  was  by  Nero,  dedicated  in  the  Capitol,  with 
this  infcription,  **  To  Jupiter  the  Avenger/' 
KiTo  re*         Nero,  now  delivered  from  all  his  fear,  devoted  himfelf 
fumes  hh     again  to  his  harp.     As  the  time  approached  for  difputing 
•^''^»         the  prizes  in  the  quinquennial  games,  the  fenate,  to  pre- 
vent Nero  from  appearing  there  as  a  competitor,  o£Fcred 
/  bim  the  prize  of  mufic,  and  alfo  the  crown  of  eloquence : 
but  the  emperor  replied,  that  he  needed  not  their  partiality ; 
fince  he  was  a  match  for  all  his  competitors,  and  would 
only,  by  the  juft  determination  of  the  judges,  obtain  the 
emJap'       praife  and  recompence  of  his  IkilK    He  appeared  therefore 
pears  on  ,   publicly  upon  the  ftage,  and  rehearfed  a  poem  of  his  own 
cMnt^y  ^o^P^"^K  \  ^^^  ^^^  populace  applauding  him,  and  begging 
^fi/tAe    ^^  would  difplay  all  his  ftudies  (for  thefe  were  their  words), 
^izis.        he  entered  the   great  theatre,  and  appearing  amongft  the 
common  harpers  and  minftrds,  contending  with  them  for 
the  prize  with  fuch  cagernefs  and  anxiety,  that  he  never 
ventured  to  fit  dawn,  however  fatigued,  that  being  contra* 
ry  to  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  the  harp,  nor  to  fpit,  nor  to 
wipe  the  fweat  from  his  face,  except  only  with  his  arm. 
In  the  end,  fupplicating  the  multitude  with  his  knee  bent, 
and  his  hands  lifted  up,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
common  players,  he  waited  with  awe  and  reverence  the  de- 
termination of  the  judges.    The  common  people  of  Rome 
applauded  him  with  loud  fliouts,  and  clapping  of  hands; 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  municipal  cities  of  Italy,  who  ftill 
retained  the  fevere  manners  of  the  ancients,  and  fuch  as 
came  from  remote  provinces,  and   attended  then  at  Rome 
upon  embaflSes,  or  their  own  private  affairs,  could  not  be- 
hold without  indignation,  the  fovereign  of  Rome  thu^  de- 
bafing  himfelf  upon  the   ftage,  and  much  lefs  join  thofe 
who  applauded  this  his  ihameful  humiUatioa.    They  were 

therefore 
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therefore  frequently  beaten  by  the  foldiers,  who  ftood  in 
grroups  among  the  crowds  to  obfenre  the  behaviour  of  the 
fpedators  *»  (I). 

This  year  the  death  of  Poppsai  Nero's  wife,  filled  Rome  The  dkatk 
in  appearance  with  grief  and  mourning,  but  in  reality  with  of  Poff^Hu 
much  joy ;  for  (he  was  no  lefs  abhorred  than  her  huiband, 
on  account  of  her  lewdnefs  and  cruelty*  She  was  killed 
by  Nero  himfelf  with  a  kick  on  the  belly,  when  flie  was 
pregnant,  for  finding  fault  with  him,  as  Suetonius  tells 
usy  upon  his  coming  home  late  ^ ;  or  becaufe  ihe  rallied 
Ykim,  as  we  read  in  Dio  Caffius  \  upon  hisikill  and  addrefs 
in  chariot-driving.  Her  body  was  not  burnt,  according  to 
the  Roman  cuftom ;  but  after  the  manner  of  foreign  mo* 
narcbs,  embalmed  and  depofited  in  the  fepulchre  of  the 

b  Tacit.  Anna],  lib.  xv'u  cap.  5.  c  Suet.  cap.  35.  *  Dio^ 

lib.  Ixii.  p.  71.  «  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  6. 


(I)  Nero,  encouraged  with 
the  applaufe  of  the  multitude, 
appeared  thenceforth  almoit 
every  day  on  the  ftage,  inviting 
not  only  the  fenators  and 
knights,  but  likewife  the  po- 
pulace, and '  the  whole  rabble 
of  Rome,  to  hear  him,  though 
he  performed  for  the  moft  part 
in  the  theatre,  which  he  had 
built  in  the  palace.  He  often 
kept  the  audience  not  only  the 
whole  day,  but  the  night  too ; 
for  till  he  was  tired,  and  gave 
over,  no  one  was  allowed  to  de- 
part upon  any  occafion,  how* 
ever  neceffary  and  urging :  in- 
fomuch  that  women  are  faid  to 
have  been  delivered  in  the 
theatre,  and  feveral  perfons  fo 
tired,  that  finding  the  gates  of 
the  palace  (hut,  they  either 
leaped  privately  over  the  wall, 
or  in  order  to  be  carried  out, 
pretended  to  be  in  a  fwoon  ( i ) ; 
feme  by  never  flirring  night  nor 
day  from  their  feats,  were  feized 
with  mortal  diftempers,  which 
however  they  dreaded  lefs  than 
the  prince's  refentment,  which 


they  unavoidably  incurred  by 
their  abfence :  befides  the  fe- 
veral concealed  and  private  ob- 
fervers,  employed  to  mark  the 
carriage  of  the  audience,  there 
were  numbers  of  open  fpies, 
who  publicly  fet  down  the 
namefr  of  fuch  as  were  prefent, 
obferved  their  countenances, 
and  noticed  all  the  fymptoms  of 
pleafure  or  difiatisfa^ion  in 
every  one  prefent :  the  vulgar 
were  immediately  puniftied  by 
the  foldiery  for  the  lead  inat- 
tention ;  towards  perfons  of 
rank  the  emperor's  refentment 
was  for  the  prefent  fmothered, 
but  vented  at  laft  in  a  more 
dreadful  manner.  We  are  told, 
that  Vefpaiian,  afterwards  em- 
peror, was  not  only  bitterly  re- 
proached by  Phoebus,  Nero's 
freedman,  but  charged  as  a  cri- 
minal, for  having  nodded  while 
the  emperor  was  iinging :  this 
inattention  would  have  coft  him 
his  life,  had  not  his  friends, 
men  of  great  rank  and  merit, 
employed  their  prayers  and  me- 
diation in  his  behalf. 


(1)  Sueton,  cap.is* 


Julian 
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Junius  Si" 
ianus  coti" 
Amnedi 


MdCaffius 
L§ttginus* 
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Julian  femily.  Her  ob&quies  were  Celebrated  with  the  iit^ 
moft  pomp,  and  ber  panegyric  pronounced  from  the  public 
i-oftrum  by  the  emperor  himfelf  •  (K).  Soon  after  be  xnar» 
tied  Statilia  Meffalina,  the  widow  of  the  late  conful  Atti- 
ens  Veftinus,  and  dcfccndcd  from  Statilins  Taurus,  who 
had  been  twice  confiii  iii  the  reign  of  Auguilus.  She  too^ 
as  appears  from  ancient  ipedals  ^^  was  honoured  with  the 
title  of  Aogufta* 

Not  long  after  the  death  of  Poppgea,  Nero  devoted  to 
deftruflion  two  of  the  greateft  men  in  Rome,  Cains  Caf^^ 
fius  Longinus,  a  learned  civilian,  and  L.  Junius  Silanus 
Torquatus ;  the  former  for  his  great  wealth,  and  the  ex- 
emplary gravity  of  his  manners ;  the  latter,  becaufe  he  was  . 
related  to  the  Caefars,  and  for  his  modefty,  and  other  emi^ 
nent  qualities,  judged  by  the  Roman  people  worthy  of  the 
empire.  Caffius  was  blind,  very  aged,  and  led  a  retired 
life,  as  did  likewife  Silanus,  though  in"  the  prime  of  his 
youth,  having  from  the  late  bloody  cataftrophe  of  his  uncle 
Torquatus,  who  had  affiimed  the  demeanour  of  a  prince, 
learned  to  fliun  all  outward  appearance  of  grandeur.  How- 
ever, the  very  fame  imputations,  which  had  been  formerly 
urged  again (t  his  uncle,  were  advanced  againfl:  him  ;  that 
he  afpired  at  the  fovereign  power,  .affefled  more  majefty 
and  ftate  than  became  a  private  citizen,  kept  about  him 
men  with  the  title  of  principal  fecretaries,  procurators^ 
auditors  of  the  revenues,  and  treafurers ;  names  and  offices 
of  imperial  grandeur,  which  he  already  perfonated  :  impu- 
tations utterly  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

To  Caffius,  Nero  objefted,  that  amongft  the  images  of  his 
anceftors,  he  preferved  in  the  higheft  reverence  that  of 
Caius  Caffius,  thus  infcribed,  "  The  leader  of  the  party." 
At  the  fame  time  he  fuborned  certain  perfons  to  accufe 
Lepida,  the  wife  of  Caffius,  and  aunt  to  Silanus,  of  being 


«  Tacit.  Ann.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  6. 
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(K)  Pliny  aflures  us,  that 
more  perfumes  were  burnt  at 
her  funeral  than  Arabia  Felix 
produced  in  a  year  ( i ) .  She 
conflantly  kept  and  carried 
about  with  her,  if  DIo  Caffius 
is  to  be  credited  (2),  five  hun- 
dred afTcs,  and  daily  bathed  in 
their  milk  for  the  prefervation 


of  her  beauty.  Upon  the  death 
of  Poppaea,  Nero  intended  to 
marry  Antonia  the  daughter  of 
Claudius,  and  his  own  fifter  by 
adoption  ^  but  (he  declined  the 
match,  and  was  on  that  account 
by  his  orders  put  to  death,  on 
pretence  flie  had  been  concerned 
m  the  confpiracy  of  Pifo  (3). 


(r)  Plin.  lib.  xii,  cap,  iS.         (t)  Dio,  lib»  Ixi.  p.  72.        (3)  Suet, 

cap.  as- 
guilty 


r^  Rj$mm  Pkfiviyi 
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^iliky  of  mccft  with  her  nephew,  and  pra£llfing  fiiagical 
tites  of  a  mifchicvous  tendency.    Againlt  Caffius  and  Sila- 
tftus  the  fenatc  pronounced  fcntence  of  perpetual  baniih* 
tnefit,  but  referred  the  punifhtncnt  of  Lcpida  to  the  Judg- 
mcnt  of  the  emperor.     Calfius  was  tranfported  into  Sardi- 
tiia^  aftd  in  refpeft  to  his  great  age,  the  ihoft  remains  of 
ills  Ufe  were  fpared.     Silanus  was  conveyed  to  Oftiai  and. 
tEiftenwards  confined  in  Barium,  a  city  of  Apulia,  where  a 
centurion,  commifEoned  to  nut  him  to  death,  advifed  him 
tp  cut  his  veins.     Silanus  anfweredj  that  he  was  not  fond 
rf  life )  but  that  no  executioner  fhould  have  the  glory  of 
putting  him  to  death.     In  confequence  of  this  declaration^ 
tl»e  centurion  ordered  his  men  to  fecure  him  ;  but  Silanus, 
lKrli6  was  a  young  man  of  great  ftrength,  refolute  and  dar- 
ings   though   dcftitute  of  arms,   made  a  vigorous  refift- 
»ftce,  till  he  fell  by  the  centurion,  und^r  a  multitude  of 
wounds  ^  (L). 

Y  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.xvi.  cap.  7,^. 


(L)  With  no  Icfs  intrepidity 
died  Lucius  Vetus,  and  his  mo- 
ther-iti  law  Sextia,  with  Pollu- 
tia  his  daughter  Nero  had 
long  hated  them  as  ftanding  re- 
proaches upon  him  for  the  mur- 
der of  RubeUius  ^lautus,  the 
huibaml  of  Pollutia,  and  ibn-iii* 
law  to  Vettts,  He  th«^fore 
fuA^orned  a  €reedman  of  Vetus 
to  acou&  him,  and  then  fent  a 
guard  of  Cbldiers  to  ieize  hiia  at 
one  of  his  feats  in  the  neigb- 
bourhood  of  Formiae.  His 
*  daughter  Pollutia  flew  to 
Kaptes,  where  the  emperor 
then  was ;  and  endeavoured  to 
mollify  him  by  fupplicarions ; 
bat  finding  hitjfi  implacable,  ihe 
returned  to  her  fatiier,  and  ac- 
quainted hiilf,  that  he  mail  ba- 
niih  all  hope,  and  with  intrepi- 
dity meet  a  fate^  which  h€ 
could  not  avoid.  He  accord- 
ingly diHributed  amongft  his 
domestics  whatever  fums  of  mo- 
ney were  then  in  his  pofleilion, 
•and  at  the  fame  time  ordered 
them    to    remove  and  appro- 


J  date  to  themfdves  tiie  rrcfa 
urniture  of  his  villa.  Then 
retiring  with  his  mother-in-law 
Sextia,  and  his  daughter  Pollu- 
tia, into  a  private  apartment, 
they  all  three  opened  their  veins 
in  the  fame  chamber,  with  the 
fame  inftrumcnt  \  and  were  con- 
veyed into  a  warm  bath,  where 
they  bled  to  death  (i)« 

P.  Gallus,  a  Roman  knight, 
formerly  intimalte  with  Fenius 
Rufus,  and  a  friend  to  Vetus, 
was  baniihed.  To  the  freed- 
man,  the  accufer,  a  place  was 
affigned  in  the  theatre  among 
the  officers  of  the  tribunes  1» 
the  people. 

As  the  name  of  .^pril  had 
been  already  changed  into  thiCt 
of  Nero,  the  name  of  May  into 
that  of  Claudius,  fo  iVas  the 
name  of  J  Une  now  changed  into 
that  of  Oermanicus,  OoraseH«i 
Orfitus  moving^  that  the  naane 
of  June  fhould  be  aboliihed, 
fince  two  of  the  Junii  Torquati, 
already  executed  for  treafor^ 
had  rendered  it  abominable  (2}« 


(i)  Tacit.  Ann.  lib  xvi. cap«  10,  x%, 
V^L.  XlUi 
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Campama   -    This  year  Campania  was  ravaged  with  dreadful  tempefta^ 
rayagid     and  violent  whirlwinds ;  whole  villages  wrere  overtumed, 
l^r^adful      P'^"'^^*o"s  torn  up,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  deilroyed* 
tgmJp.      At  the  fame  time  a  terrible  peftilence  raged  at  Rome, 
and  fwept  away  in  a  ihort  fpaoe  above  thirty  thoufand  pcr- 
fons  of  all  ranks  and  conditions.   The  fenators  and  knights 
were  lefs  pitied,  as  our  hiftorian  obferves,  fince  by  a  con«> 
tagion  common  to  all,  they  efcaped  falling  by  the  cruelty 
of  the  prince.    Nero,  after  fo  many  accumulated  zds  of 
tyranny,  (hewed  this  year  fome  compaffion  to  the  inhabit- 
ants ot  Lyons,  whom  he  prefented  with  a  large  fum  to  re- 
'  pair  the  damage  their  city  had  fufiered  by  fire. 
Siveral  In  the  following  confulfliip  of  C.  Suetonius  PauIiQUS  and 

ptrionsput  C.  Lucius  Tclefinus,  Sofianus,  who  had  been  condemned 
to  death.  ^^  perpetual  banifhment,  for  fome  virulent  verfes  compof- 
ed  againft  Nero,  having  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  friend- 
ihip  of  Fammenes,  who  was  an  exile  in  the  fame  place, 
and  celebrated  for  his  knowlege  in  the  myfteries  of  aflro- 
•  ^ogy*.  obferved  that  mefleneers  were  daily  arriving  to  con- 
fult  Him,  and  at  the  fame  time  learned  that  a  yearly  ftipend 
was  allowed  him  by  P.  Anteius.  Upon  this  intelligence, 
he  intercepted  letters  from  Anteius,  and  even  dole  the 
papers  containing  the  calculation  of  his  nativity,  and  a 
fcheme  drawn,  concerning  the  birth  anjl  fortune  of  Ofto- 
rius  Scapula.  He  then  wrote  to  the  emperor,  that  he  had 
important  difcoveries  to  communicate  ;  for  Anteius  and 
Odorius  were  meditating  fome  dangerous  attempt  upon  the 
(late,  and  diving  into  their  own  deftiny,  and  that  of  Caefar. 
Light  vefiels  were  immediately  difpatched,  and  Sofianus 
was,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  tranfported  to  Rome; 
where,  upon  the  firft  divulging  of  his  difcovery,  Anteius 
fealed  his  laft  teftament,  being  advifed  by  Tigelhnus  to  lofe 
T^ke  death  no  time,  and  then  fwallowed' a  draugnt  of  poifon;  but 
of  Anteius,  growing  impatient  of  its  flow  operation,  he  haftencd  his 
death  by  opening  his  veins. 

Oftotius  was  then  at  one  of  his  villas,  on  the  borders  of 

Liguria,  whither  a  centurion  was  fent  with  orders  to  kill 

him  immediately  :  for  Oftorius  was  a  man  of  extraordinary 

valour,  of  prodigious  ftrength,  great  experience  in  war, 

.eminently  qualified  for  the  command  of  an  army,  and  had 

•been  diftinguiihed  in  Britain  with  a  civic  crown :  hence 

Nero,  who  ever  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  late  confpracy, 

lived   under  continual   apprehenfion,   fearing  that  brave 

officer  fliould  take  arms  againft  him,*  was  glad  of  any  pre- 

ef  Ofiorius  '^^"^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^f^  away.  The  centurion,  having  fecured  all 

Mella,  A-*  the  avenues  to  the  villa,  acquainted  Oftorius  with  theem- 

niciusf&c,   peror*s  or^lers,  which  were  no  fooner  fignified  to  him,  than 

•     ^  turning 
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fflriiing  agalnft  himfelf  that  bravery  Which  he  had  fo  o^ten 
exerted  againft  the  ^nemy,  he  opened  his  veins,  without 
betraying  the  leaft  concern  or  difmay :  but  as  the  blood 
floixred  flowiy,  he  difpatched  himfelf  with  a  poniard,  order<^ 
ing  one  of  his  flaves  to  hold  up  the  weapon  fteadily ;  then 
grafping  and  ftrengthening  the  flave^s  hand  with  his  own, 
he  ran  his  throat  upon  the  fatal  fteel.  Within  the  compafs 
of  a  few  days,  Amiseus  Mella,  Cerealis  Anicius,  Rufus 
Crifpiiius,  atld  Caius  Petronius^  underwent  the  fame 
bloody  fate  (M}4 

After 

(M)     Caius   Petroiiiud,    to    gatit  and  polite,  but  what  was 

wbom  fome  learned  critics  a-    fecommetlded  to  hiih  by  the 

fcribe    the   fragments  '  equallv    tafte  and  approbation  of  Petto* 

elegant    and    c^fcetie,     whicn    nius.    This  Connection  Tigelli* 


35 


have  reached  our  times^  was  a 
man  entirely  abandoned  to  vo- 
luptuoufnefs*  He  walled  the 
day  in  fleep,  and  the  night  in 
revels:  as  others  had  by  in- 
duftry  acquired  a  name  and 
character,  Fetronius  was,  by 
his  iignal  floth  ahd  indolence, 
raifed  to  notice  and  fame ;  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  all  the 
gaieties  and  delights  of  life ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  had  the 
prudence  to  keep  within  bounds, 
and  not  fquander  away  his  eftate. 
Neither  was  he  a  (lave  to  his 
groiler  appetites;  but  exceed- 
ing curious  and  refined  in  his 
luxury  :  his  behaviour  was  ex- 
tremely obliging  and  polite; 
his  wit,  in  which  he  excelled 
all  men  of  his  time,  natural 
and  artlefs ;  and  all  his  actions 
were  accompanied  with  a  cer- 
tain air  of  negligence.  How- 
ever, he  difcharged  the  procon- 
fular  government  of  fiithynia, 
and  foon  after  the  confulfhip 
itfelf,  with  great  reputation, 
ftiewing  himfelf  in  both  thefe 
employments,  equal  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  greateft  affairs. 
Then  returning  to  his  former 
vices,  he  was  by  Nero  admitted 
to  a  great  intimacy,  nothing 
appearing  to  the  emperor  ele** 


nus  could  not  endure ;  and 
therefore  to  get  rid  of  one,  who 
in  credit  was  his  rival,  and  in 
the  fcience  of  pleafures  his  fu* 
perior,  had  recourfe  to  the 
cruelty  and  jealoufy  of  the 
prince,  two  padions  to  which 
all  others  gave  room.  He  ac- 
cufed  Fetronius  of  having  lived 
in  great  intimacy  with  the  con- 
fpirator  Scevinus ;  fuborned  one 
of  his  flaves  to  confirm  the 
charge,  and  precluded  him  from 
all  means  of  defence.  Nero 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  up* 
on  the  road  to  Campania,  and 
Fetronius,  having  accompanied 
him  as  far  as  Cumae,  was  there 
by  his  order  arrefled.  With- 
out flattering  himfelf  with  vain 
hopes,  or  condefcending  to  in- 
treaties,  he  forthwith  refolved 
to  prevent  his  fentence  by  a  vo- 
luntary death,  which  he  under- 
went in  a  manner  altogether 
new,  but  well  fuited  to  the  life 
he  had  led  ;  for  having  ordered 
his  veins  to  be  cut,  he  did  not 
fliew  any  eagernefs  to  put  an 
end  to  his  agonies,  but  dire£ted 
them  to  be  clofed  again,  and 
then  opened  by  intervals,  jufl  as 
his  fancy  moved  him,  difcourf- 
ing  the  whole  time  with  his 
fiends,  not  upon  ferious  fub- 
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After  tbe  daughter  of  fo  many  iUaftiious  m^«  Mem  1^ 
length  attempted,  fays  our  hiftorian,  to  extirpate  virtue  it^ 
nrafta  jfelf  in  the  perfoas  of  Bareas  Soranus^  and  Thrafea  Paetus^ 
timdS^ra  long  (itice  the  objedft  of  his  hatred.  Thrafea  had  witb« 
'^^^"f-  drawn  from  the  fenale,  as  we  have  related,  when  the  affair 
'  of  Agrippina  came  under  debate.    At  the  ipoits,  called  J^o- 

CrimesUttd  venales,  he  could  not  approve  of  the  emperor's  a£dng  and 
10  tfuir  finging  upon  the  ftage :  when  the  fenate  intended  to  cob- 
^^^i^*  >  denrn  Antiftius  the  prsetor  to  death  for  a  virulent  fattre 
compofed  againft  Nero,  he  propofed  a  mitigation  of  the 
fentence,  and  carried  it:  when  divine  honours  were  de- 
creed to  Poppdea,  he  abfented  himfelf,  and  declined  attend- 
ing her  funeral :  he  had  not  in  three  years  once  attenaed 
the  fenate ;  and  though  tnvefted  with  the  quindecimviral 
prieftood,  had  never  made  oblations  for  the  fafety  of  the 
prince,  and  the  prefervation  of  bis  heavenly  voice.  Thefe 
were  the  crtAies  urged  tgainft  Thrafea  by  Ciipito  CofliMta- 
nus,  and  Marcellus  Eprrus,  two  notorious  informers*  Ofto> 
ritis  Sabinus,  a  Roman  knight,  Undertook  tte  ta&^  accuf* 
in  Bareas  Sorahus :  the  crimes  imputed  to  him,  were  his  ' 
friendftiip  with  Plautus,  who  had  been  murdered  by  Nero's 
orders  in  Afia,  and  his  intrigues  with  the  Afiatids,  while 
he  governed  them  in  quality  of  proconful,  in  order  to  en- 
gage them  in  a  revolt.  But  his  real  crimes  were^  his  hav- 
ing governed  Afia  with  remarkable  vigilance  and  juftice  | 
his  opening  the  port  of  £4)hefus,  a  work  greatly  applauded 
by  the  Afiatics,  and  hts  Jeaving  the  inhabitants  of  Pe^rga* 
mus  unpunilhed  for  c^pofing  Acratus,  one  of  Nero's  freed- 
men,  when  he  endeavoured  to  ftrip  their  city  of  afl  its 
pi<9:ures  and  ftatiies.  The  jtmfture  Nero  chofe  ft>r  deftroy* 
ing  thefe  two  great  men,  was  that  of  the  arrival  of  Tin- 
dates  to  receive  the  crown  of  Armenia,  either  becaufe  the 

je6ls,   as  if  he  aimed  at  the  natural.    In  his  laft  will,  he 

glory  of  conftancy  in  braving  flattered  neither  N.ero  nor  Ti- 

death,  but  upon  indifFerent  mat-  gellinus,  nor  any  of  the  great 

ter^,  hearkening  with  attention  men  in  power,  as  moft  others 

to  gay  epigrams,    love-veHes,  had  done ;  but  under  feigned 

and  entertaining  ftories :  (bme  names  of  harlots  and  catamites, 

ofhisflaves  he  rewarded  with  defcribed  the  fecret  abomina- 

bounties,   others    he   punished  tions  of  the  emperor ;  tranfmit- 

With  ftripcs;  he  even  diverted  ted  to  him-this  picture  of  him- 

himTelf  with  walking  out,  and  felf  carefully  fealed ;  and  then 

refreihccyiimielfwithfleep,  that  broke  his  fignet,  that  it  might 

his  death,  though  in  reality  vio-  not  after  his  death  become  a 

lent,   might  appear  altogether  fnare  to  the  innocent  (i), 

(1)  Tacit.  Ann.  lib,  xvi.  cap.  16— i^. 

.    .^  public 
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puUk  attention  xraokl  be  v&olly  engaged  in  that  fpeAacle ; 

ar  becaufe  Nero  meant,  on  that  occafion,  to  difplay  kis 

^eatneis  and  power,  by  tbe  ihugbter  of  tWe  two  moll 

illoftrious  men  in  tbe  whole  empire.  Wbik  tbe  whole  city 

flocked  to  fee  a  foreign  ki^^  Tkiafea  received  orders  not 

to  attend  bis  entry,     in  ooofe^uence  of  tbia  order,  be  ad- 

chreffiui  a  memorial  to  Nero,  befeecbing  tbe  emperor  to 

acquaint  bim  with  tbe  allegations  againft  bim,  and  oferiog 

to  vindicate  bimfelf,  were  be  but  apprifed  of  tbe  charge. 

Nero  received  tbe  remonlbs^e  greedily,  hqping  that  1  br»- 

fea,  under  the  apprehenfion  of  bis  impending  fate,  might 

have  'written  fometbing  tending  to  the  glory  of  the  prince, 

and  bis  own  difcredit ;  bqt  finding  himlelf  difappointed, 

and  dreacting  tbe  countaaance,  the  high  fpirit,  and  fre^ 

fpeecb  of  a  man  fo  generally  efteemed  and  revered,  he 

ordered  tbe  fenate  to  be  fummoned. 

Thrafea  having  afiembkd  his  friends  and  relations  to  The  firm" 
confult,  whether  be  ibould  attempt  a  defence,  or  be  filent,  «^*^ 
Rufticus  Arulanus,  a  young  man  of  great  courage,  and  one        ^^^^* 
of  the  tribunes  of  tbe  people,  whoaffiiled  at  the  conluka* 
tion,  offered  to  oppofe  the  decree  of  the  fenate :  but  Thra^ 
fea  would  not  allow  him  to  purfue  fuch  methods  as  would 
in  the  end  prove  fatal  to  his  own  life.    Nes^t  day,  two  co^ 
horts  of  the  praetorian  guards  furrounded  the  tempk  of 
Venus,  where  tbe  fenate  was  to  meet  \  all  the  avenues  to 
it  were  befet  with  men  in  their  gpwns,  the  common  drefe 
of  tbe  city,  but  armed  with  fwords,  which  tbey  took  no 
care  to  conceal ;  tbe  great  fquares,  and  temples,  were  filled 
with  bands  of  feldlers  under  arms.     Through  tbefe  the  fe- 
nators  pafled  to  the  aflembly,  where,  after  a  fpeech  fent 
to  them  by  Nero,  and  read  by  his  quaeftor,  in  \i(hich  he 
openly  declared  what  he  required  of  them,  they  condemn-  '^^O  ^"^ 
cd  Thrafea,  Soranus,  and  bis  daughter  Servilia,  but  grant-  ^J^fJ^' 
ed  them  the  choice  of  their  own  deaths.      The  charge  2i/#. 
brought  againft  ServiHa  was,  that  (be  had  confulted  the 
magicians :  this  ihe  did  not  deny  \  but  declared,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  her  confultation  had  been  con£ned  to  the 
confervation  of  her  own  family,  whether  the  w^rath  of  Nero 
might  not  be  appeafed,  and  whether  any  tragical  judgment 
would  follow  the  cognizance  of  tbe  fenate. 

Farther  than  this  (be  had  not  inquired ;  but  neverthelefs 
{be  was  brought  into  the  fenate,  and  arraigned  by  Oftorius 
Sabinus,  who  queftioned  her,  whether  (be  had  not  convert* 
ed  into  money  all  her  ornaments,  to  defray  the  cxpence  of  7^' j^'^- 
magic  liles  and  facrifices.    To  this  queftion  young  Servilia,  ^yserwiim 
(for  fhe  was  under  twenty),  embracing  the  altars,  with  a  ^  ihijt» 
flood  of  tears,  anfwcred,  that  the  whole-  of  her  confulta-  nati. 

D  3  tion 
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don  liad  been  to  know,  whether  the  eaof  eror,  and  the  fz^ 
thers  of  the  feoate,  would  to  her  dear  and  indulgent  parent^ 
overwhelmed  with  terror,  gracioufljr  afford  prote£^ion  and 
fafcty.  With  this  view,  faid  ftie,  I  prefented  the  diviners, 
men  till  now  utterly  unknown  to  me,  with  my  jewels,  ap^ 
pareU  and  the  other  ornaments  peculiar  to  my  quality,  as  I 
would  have  prefented  my  blood  and  life,  had  my  blood  and 
life  been  required.  But  whatever  this  my  condufl  was,  tnj 
unfortunate  father  was  an  utter  ftrang^r  to  it  i  and^  if  it  is 
a  crime,  I  alone  am  the  delinquent*  Thefe  words  alarmed 
Soranus,  who  interrupted  her  while  (he  was  yet  uttering 
them,  crying  out,  that  as  £he  was  not  fuppofed  to  be  guilty 
o(  the  crimes  laid  to  his  chafge,  her  caufe  ought  to  be  dis- 
joined from  bis;  that  his  own  fate^  whatever  it  fiiould 
prove,  he  was  ready  to  undergo ;  but  hoped,  that  in  the 
danger  of  the  father  they  would  not  involve  the  innocent 
daughter.  Having  thus  fpoken,  he  was  haftening  to  em-- 
brace  his  daughter,  who  flew  to  meet  him ;  but  the  con« 
ful's  li£iors  interpofed  ^^ 

Sentence  was  po  fooner  pronounced  againft  the  pretend- 
ed criminals,  than  the  quseftor  was  difpatched  to  Thrafeat 
who  was  then  in  his  gardens,  reafoning  with  Demetrius,  ^ 
Cynic  philofopher,  about  the  nature  of  the  foul,  and  its 
departure  from  the  body.  Wbilf  he  was  intent  upon  this 
difcourfe,  Domitius  Caecilianus,  one  of  his  moft  iptimate 
friendS)  arrived,  and  related  to  him  what  the  fenate  had 
Tkrafid*!  decreed.  Thrafca  heard  him,  without  betraying*  either  ia 
magnani*  his  yoice  or  countenance,  the  Icaft  concern ;  only  turning  to 
•'^ ''  his  friends,  who  came  with  Caecilianus*  he  embraced  them, 
•  "^  •  took  his  laft  farewell,  and  preffcd  them  forthwith  to  retire, 
left  they  (hould,  for  their  unfeafonable  compaffion,  be  in- 
volved in  the  fame  fate.  His  wife  Arria  was  very  eamefl: 
to  follow  the  example  of  her  mother,  who  bore  the  fame 
name,  and  was  wife  to  Cecina  F^tus,  with  whom  ihe 
died,  as  we  have  related  elfewhere;  but  Thrafea  would 
not,  by  any  means,  a^low  her  to  (hare  in  his  fate^  befeech- 
ing  her  to  preferve  her  life,  and  not  deprive  their  daughter 
of  her  only  remaining  refpge.  He  then  went  into  a  gal- 
lery, and  there  the  quaeftor  delivered  in  form  the  fentence 
of  the  fenate,  which  he  immediately  put  in  execution,  rer 
tiring  into  his  chamber  with  Helvidius,  his  fon-in-law,  De- 
metrius, and  the  quaeftor,  in  whofe  prefence  he  ordered  the 
veins  of  both  his  arms  to  be  cut.  As  the  blood  fprung,  he 
called  the  quxftor  nearer,  and  fprinkling  the  floor  with  it, 
,     f<  Let  us  (faid  he  to  him)  make  this  libation  to  Jupiter  the 

*  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xv|.  cap.  ^07-3^3. 

Deliverer, 
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Uelivercr.  Behold^  young  man ;  may  the  gods  avert  the 
omen !  but  you  are  bom  in  -fuch  times,  as  require  you  to 
fortify  your  mind  with  examples  of  conftancy."  So  faying, 
"he  -was  feized  with  convulfions,  and  expired  *. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Thrafea,  Nero,  to  divert  the  at-  J'triJates 
terttion  of  the  public  from  their  domeftic  calamities,  re-  €rmmed 
ceWed  Tiridates  with  all  the  pomp  of  majefty  and  grandeur  j^'^^" 
-  imaginable,  and  crowned  him,  in  one  of  the  great  fquares,  ]J^^  ^ 
king  of  Annenia.     This  was  the  moft  magnificent  and 
pompous  ceremony  that  had  ever  been  feen  in  Rome ;  but 
as  we  have  already  d^fcribed  it,  we  (hall  only  add  here,  that 
Nero  allowed  him,  during  his  (lay  at  Rome,  eighty  thou* 
{and  nummi  a-day,  and  loaded  him,  at  his  departure,  with 
prefents  of  immenfe  value  (N).    Nero  folicited  Vologefcs, 
brother  to  Tiridates,  and  king  of  the  Parthians,  to  come 
'  Hkewife  to  Rome ;  but  in  vain,  Vol<>gefe8  dnly  replying, 
that  Nero  might,  with  left  trouble,  crofs  the  Mediterra^ 
nean,  and  come  into  Afia,  where  he  would  endeavour  to 
meet  him.    The  emperof,  piqued  at  this  anfwer,  refolv-  ^^^  r$» 
cd  to  make  war  upon  the  Parthian  ;  and,  with  this  view,  f^^'^^^  '• 
made  great  preparations ;  ordered  the  flower  of  the  armies  ^^  ^f^^  p^^ 
in  Ulyricum,  Germany,  and  Britain,  to  march  towards  the  tkians  i 
kingdom  of  Albania ;  and  raifed  a  new  legipn  of  Italians, 
each  man  fix  feet  high,  which  he  called  the  Legion  of 
Alexander  the  Great  ^.     But  upon  intelligence  that  the  btit changes 
Parthian  king  was  inflexible,  and  prepared  on  his  fide  for  ^^'  •"•'» 
a  vigorous  defence,  he  thought  it  advifeable  to  leave  the 
glory  of  conquefts,   and  warlike  exploits,  to  others,  and 
.    connne  his  ambition  to  the  unprincely  honour  of  playing, 
finging,  and  afting  upon  the  (bge. 

As*  the  time  for  the  celebration  of  the  Olyknpic  games  andpafit 
approached,  he  left  Italy,  and  pafled  into  Greece,  with  a  inuGrtict, 
defign  to  gain  the  reputation  of  the  faeft  harper,  fingf^, 
ad;or,  and  cb^ripteer  in  the  whole  Roman  empire.     The 

i  Tacit.  Ann«1.  lib*  xvi.  cap*  *«— 33«  ^  I^o»  lib.  Ixiii. 

p>  719.    Suet.  cap.  19. 

(N)  The  Armenian,  who  verfal  peace,  as  appears  from  a 
was  a  good  courtier,  had  flat-  medal,  dated  the  thirteenth  year 
tered  the  vain  prince,  and  pre-  of  his  reign,  which  did  not  be- 
tend^  to  be  ravilhed  with  his  gin  till  the  month  of  Odober, 
harmonious  voice,  and  the  (kill  befofe  which  time,  that  is,  in 
he  difplayed  in  chariot-driving,  the  month  of  May,  the  Jews, 
After  the  coronation  of  Tin-  mifcrably  oppreiTed  by  their  go- 
dates,  Nero  (hut  up  the  temple  vernors,  efpecially  Florus,  had  . 
of  Janu8,  in  token  of  an  uni-  taken  arms  (i). 

(1)  Vide  P.  Pagi,  Ann.  71. 

D  4  Greeks* 
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Greeks,  wbo  furpafled  9II  other  nations  in  flaltery,  vnde#^ 

ftanding  that  the  emperor  piqued  himfelf  upon  hi$  Q^Hl  La^ 
playing  upon  the  harp,  had  difpatcbed  a|nbafl*adors  to  hicn 
with  all  the  crowns  defigned  by  their  feveral  cities  for  AicIil 
players  \  an  honour  which  was  fo  acceptable  to  Nero,  Uxac 
he  not  only  gave  their  naeflbngers  audience  before  any* 
'  others,  but  admitted  them  to  an  entertainn^ent,  whi^h  he 

had  prepared  for  bis  nooft  intimate  ifriends*  On  this  oco^i^ 
(ion,  one  of  them  having  intreated  bim  to  Gng  a  fong,  h^ 
immediately  complied  with  bis  requeft,  and  was  fo  captiv 
vated  with  their  extravagant  flattery,  that  be  cried  autt 
**  The  Qreeks  alone  have  a  good  ear ;  none  but  they  wa^ 
derftand  mufic,"  In  a  few  day$  be  fet  out  for  Greece,  lead* 
ing  with  him.  fays  Dio  Cailius,  fuch  multitudes,  as  might 
have  eaftly  reduced  the:  Partbians*  ar4d  all  the  nations  of  tb^ 
£aft,  had  they  not,  like  their  general,  been  deftitute  of  all 
courage,  and  ariped  pnly  with  harps,  fiddles,  miiiks*  buf- 
kins ,  and  other  theatrical  implements*  With  this  army  he 
embarked,  and  landing  at  Cailiope,  immediately  began  tq 
fing  before  the  altar  of  Jupiter  Caflius.  Tbence  be  adr^ 
vanced  into  the  heart  of  Greece,  playing,  (inging^  and  a£l^ 
jng  in  all  the  cities,  through  which  be  palTed*  Gut  in  the 
following  year,  Capito  and  Rufus  being  confuh,  he  chiefly 
exerted  his  (kill  at  the  Olympic  games,  where,  to  the  etem 
oal  ignominy  of.  the  Roman  name,  the  head  of  the  empire 
was  not  a(hamed  to  appear,  as  9  competitor,  among  the 
eommon  harpers,  players,  and  charioteers.  He  won  the 
pri^e  of  muHc,  by  corrupting,  as  was  commonly  believed| 
cither  the  judges,  of  his  competitors.  The  prize  of  chariot*^ 
driving  he  evidently  forfeited }  for  having  attempted  tq 
drive  with  ten  horfes,  be  was  thrown  off,  and  fo  hurt,  that 
though  he  remounted,  yet  he  was  conftrained  to  defift,  be- 
fore be  bad  finifted  the. career.  However,  ^s  he  infiftcd 
vpon  the  judges  e^^cluding  all  cafual  eyents  and  misfor« 
tunes,  they  decreed  him  the  prize,  to  his  inexpreflihle  fa- 
tisfaaion  (O). 

After 

(O)  When  the  games  were  the  day  of  the  Iftbmian  games; 

over,  Nero  not  only  rewarded  fothat  from  this  time i he  Greeks 

the  judges  with  the  rights  qf  continued  free  from  all  kind  of 

Roman  dozens,  and  rich  pre-  taxes,  impofitions,  ^nd  tributes, 

fcnt«,  but  reilored  the  wnole  governing  themfelves  by  their 

province  of  Achaia  to  its  an-  ovi^o  laws,  till  the  reign  of  Vef- 

cicnt  liberty,  taking  upotj  him-  paiian,    who   revoked   all    the 

fclf  the  office  of  crier,  and  fo-  privileges  and  exemptions  grant- 

Icmuly  proclaimiog  the  freedom  ed  them  by  Nero,  as  Galba  ob- 

of  the  Achxans  at  Corinth  on  liged  the  judges  to  refund  tiie 

vaft 
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JLftAt  Ala  contcft,  h«  travcU^4  5^U  9Ycr  Qreec^,  not  sings  in 
iprompted  by  the  commendable  curioGty  of  vifiting  the  ^-  mof  oftkg 
tiquities  of  that  once  celebrated  countrvy  buit  by  the  pailtry  ^'^'^  ^ 
^mbitioQ  of  difpiaying  his  (kill  aad  ayt  in  finging,  and  pl^y-  ^^'^^^* 
ing  ixpon  the  harp,    ne  challenged  every  where  ^hc  heft 
perfoxmerjSi  and  never  failed  beiiig  declared  vi£tor}  in{i^ 
much  that  he  U  faid  to  have  gained*  in  this  progref$,  abov^ 
(eighteen  hwndred  prizes.    He  tranfpaitted  a  particular  ao-  ^ 

count  of  each  yidory  to  the  fenate,  enjoining  them  to  ap« 
knov^rlege  the  favours  of  the  gods  towards  him  with  vi^i^nai 
oblations,  and  public  prpceflions*  and  |o  take  care  th^t  th^ 
fame  devotions  were  praftifed  throughout  the  whple  cm* 
pire  ^  That  there  might  remain  no  monu^nents  of  other 
vI£lors»  be  commanded  all  their  ftatues  to  be  pulled  dpwiit 
to  be  dragged  through  the  (treets,  and  to  be  either  dafhed 
to  pieces,  or  thrown  into  the  common  fewers  ™. 

Loaded  with  the  crown*  and  prizes,  he  confulted  the  ConfuHithi 
oracle  at  Delphi,  and  was  warned  by  the  pretended  deity  ^X^l^^^-^ 
of  thp  place,  «  To  beware  of  fevcpty-three."     Not  reflea.  ^^*^'" 
ing  on  Calba's  age,  he  imagined  this  to  be  the  term  of  his 
life,  and  conceived  fo  great  affurance  of  his  living,  and  en- 
joying aa  uninterrupted  happiuefs  till  that  age,  that  having 
foon  after  bit  many  things  of  great  value  by  ihipwreck,  he 
confidently  told  his  friends,  that  the  very  nfti  would  bring 
tliem  again ;  nay,  be  was  fo  pofleifed  with  this  notion,  that 
(wo  years  after^  when  tidings  were  brought  him  of  the  in'* 
fuTre£tions  in  feveral  provinces,  he  was  fo  far  from  being 
alarmed,  that  he  feemed  rather  to  rejoice  at  thofe  difturor 
?LacQS9  fince  they  furniflied  him  with  a  plaufible  pretence 
pf  feizing  the  eft^tes  of  the  inhabitants.    The  Pythonefs  he 
prefented  with  a  large  fum,  which  Qaiba  not  long  after  ob^ 
Jiged  her  to  refund  '.     Thjs  year  Ceftius  Gallus,  governor 
pt  Syria,  being  defeated  on  tne  eighth  of  Novemher  by  the 
3ews,  after  he  bad  raifed  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem,  acquaint- 
ed Nero  with  his  overthrow  i  who  appointed  Mucianus  go- 
vernor oJF  Syria  in  his  room,  and  adv^^nced  Flavius  Vefpa-  Vefpa/Um 

fianus  to  the  comm?ind  of  the  troops  in  that  province,  fi^^  ogaiufi 
*  ^      ^  *  the  Jews. 

1  Apoll.  Ty.  lib,  v.  cap.  j.    Dio,  lib.  yi-  p.  313.    Paufan.  ia  Cor, 
">  Suet.  cap.  24.  ^  Suet,  cap-  40.     Dio»  p.  634. 

▼aft    fums,    with    which    the  and  people,  Nero,  wheii  he  db* 

chanting  emperor  had  prefented  clared  it  free,  beilowed  upon   ^ 

them.      A^    the    province  .  of  them  in  its  room  the  ifland  of 

A chaia  belonged  to  the  fenate  Saruinia(i). 

(i)  Suet.  lib.  vi«  cap.  22.    Di«>  lib.  Ixiii.p.  719.     paufan  in  Cop. 

though 
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though  he  had  not  long  before  forbid  him  bis  prelence^  and 
threatened  him  with  deftruflion,  for  having  nodded  whilo 
he  was  finging  on  the  ftage  **• 

Before  he  left  Greece,  he  nndertook  to  cut  the  ifthmus^ 
in  order  to  open  a  communication  between  the  Ionian  and 
J&ga^zti  feas,  and  by  thefe  means  prevent  the  frequent: 
wrecks  that  happened  on  the  coaft  of  Peloponnefns.  With 
this  view,  as  he  was  always  ready  to  attempt  what  was  ge- 
nerally deemed  impoffible,  he  aflembled  his  prxtorian 
guards,  and  encouraged  them,  with  large  promifes,  to  un» 
dertake  the  work.  Having  folemnly  prayed  that  the  defign 
might  turn  to  his  glory,  and  the  advantage  of  the  common- 
wealth, he  ordered  the  trumpets  to  found,  and  advanced 
at  the  bead  of  his  guards,  iinging  and  dancing,  to  the  place 
where  the  work  was  to  begin*  There,  with  a  golden 
pick-ax,  which  the  governor  of  the  province  prefented,  he 
pretended  to  fet  an  example  to  others ;  but  being  tired  after 
three  ftrokes,  he  carried  away  in  a  bafket  the  handful  of 
earth  he  had  moved,  and  pofted  to  Corinth,  as  proud  as  if 
he  had  undergone  the  labours  of  Hercules.  He  ordered  the 
prifoners  from  all  parts  to  be  tranfportcd  into  Greece,  and 
to  be  condemned  only  to  this  work.  But  either  the  infur* 
mountable  difEculties  that  occurred,  or  the  troubles  which 
began  to  break  out,  or  were  apprehended  about  this  time, 
obliged  Nero  to  drop  the  enterprize,  though  he  was  with 
fuch  ardour  and  eagemefs  determined  upon  the  execution 
of  it,  that  he  would  rather  have  renounced  the  harp  for 
ever,  than  feen  his  favourite  projeft  thus  defeated  ^ 

As  he  wanted  money  to  fupply  his  prodigality,  and  de- 
fray his  exorbitant  expcnces,  he  plundered  firft  the  province 
of  Achaia,  putting,  under  various  pretences,  fuch  of  the 
Greeks  to  death  as  were  thought  wealthy,  and  feizing  their 
eftates.  From  Achaia  he  extended  his  rapine  to  Italy  and 
Rome,  where  all  the  riches  of  the  known  world  centered. 
He  had  taken  with  him  into  Achaia  fuch  of  the  fenatorial 
and  equeftrian  order  as  were  confiderable  for  their  birth, 
virtue,  or  fortunes,  with  a  defign  to  difpatch  them  at  a  dit 
tance  from  Rome,  and  confequently  with  more  fafety  and 
lefs  noife  5  fo  that  tidings  were  daily  brought  to  the  city  of 
the  death  of  fome  of  her  moft  illuftrious  citizens,  and  or- 
ders tQ  Helius,  a  freedman  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  whom 
he  had  appointed  governor  of  Rome,  to  feize  their  eftates  \ 
for  this  year  Nero  ilTued  an  edi£t,  declaring,  contrary  to 

•  Jofeph.  Bell.  Jud  lib.  li.  cap.  ^o.  Tacit.  Ann.  lib.xvi.  cap. 31. 
F  Suet.  cap.  3  c.    Lucian- Neroi  p.  143. 

the 
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iSfte  euftom  which  had  hitherto  obtained,  the  eftates  confif- 
cate<i  even  of  thofe  who  anticipated  their  fentence  by  a  vo- 
luntary death. 

Of  the  many  great  men  who  fufiered  this  year,  none  was 
more  generally  lamented  than  the  brare  Domitius  Corbulo. 
He  'w^s  e^ual,  fays  Tacitus^  an  courage,  prudence,  and  ex*  ^/i,  gff^^ 
perience,  to  the  mod  renowned  commanders  of  ancient  raSirrf' 
Koirie,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  true  pattern  of  the  modcftyy  C^rMt. 
▼irtue,  and  integrity  of  the  -primitive  citizens.    He  was 
adored  for  hi^  unbounded  generofity,  beneficence,  and  good- 
nature, even  by  the  mod  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Roman 
name,  -who  would  readily  have  fubmitted  to  Rome,  had 
Rome  been  governed  by  a  Corbulo.    Nero>  well  acquainted 
virieh  his  good  qualities,  honour,  and  integrity,  repoted  in 
him  an  entire  confidence,  and  invefted  him  with  an  unli« 
mited  power  in  the  Eaft,  where  he  performed  thofe  exploits 
^which  we  have  defcribed  in  the  hiftory  of  Armenia.  Though 
he  commanded  a  powerful  army,  entirely  at  his  devotion, 
ygrsLS  by  all  judged  the  moft  worthy  of  the  fovercign  power, 
^nd  might  have  eafily  feized  it,  as  he  was  equally  admired 
by  Romans  and  foreigners  of  every  rank  and  condition ;  yet 
he  never  entertained  the  lead  thought  of  raifing  himfeli  to 
the  empire.    This  inviolable  fidelity  to  fo  cruel  a  tyrant,  fo 
worth lefs  a  prince,  was  the  only  circumftance  which  either 
Romans  or  foreigners  ever  blamed  in  his  charafter.    To 
this  Tiridates  alluded,  when,  fpeaking  of  him  to  Nero,  he 
told  the  emperor,  that  in  Corbulo  he  had  an  excellent  flave. 
This  year  Wcro^  having  refolved  to  dcftroy  Corbulo,  whom 
he  hated  for  his  virtue  and  great  abilities,  wrote  a  letter  to 
bim,  filled  with  the  moft  tender  expreffions  of  friendfiiip, 
find  invited  him  into  Greece,  pretending  an  eager  defire  to 
fee  one  to  whom  he  was  fo  highly  indebted.     Corbulo, 
judging  of  the  emperor's  fincerity  from  the  uprightnefs  of 
his  own  heart,  immediately  departed  for  Greece :  but  Nero, 
the  inftant  he  was  informed  of  his  arrival  at  Cenchreae, 
the  port  of  Corinth  on  the  fide  of  the  iEgaean  Sea,  difpatch- 
ed  orders  for  his  immediate  execution ;   which  were  no 
fooner  communicated  to  the  brave  general,  than,  drawing  n^^^aik, 
his  fword,  he  plunged  it  into  his  bread,  faying,  that  he 
well  deferved  to  die;  no  doubt,  on  account  of  his  credulity, 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  fo  vile  a  monfter  %     Such 
was  the  end  of  the  greateft  commander,  and  the  bed  man, 
in  the  whole  Roman  empire  (  Q^).  j 

4  Dio,  p.  690. 

(  Q^)  He  was  beloved  by  the     his  unlhaken  fidelity  ;  but  hated 
emperor,  fty 8  Die  Caffivw,  for    for  his  virtue,  of  all  crimes  the 

greateil. 
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Anrneus  In  the  fame  year,  Annsus  Comutus,  one  of  the 

Comutut     learoed  men  in  Rome,  was  baniihed  to  a  defert  iflaod^  fow 

banijbtdn     ^^  other  crime  but  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  and  profeffiozE 

of  Turttte  (R)*    Nero,  upon  hi»  kaving  Rome,  bad-  com* 

mitted 


t 


greateft..  He  left  behind  him 
an  account  of  his  wars,  and 
other  tranfafHons  in  the  Eaft, 
which  are  frequently  quoted  by 
Pliny,  but  have  not  reached  our 
times  (i). 

(R)  The  famous  poets  Lucan 
and  Perfius  had  been  his  difci- 
ples ;  for  he  took  great  pleafqre 
IB  infl^udiing  the  Roman  youth 
in  the  principles  of  the  philoib- 
ihy  of  the  Stoics,  which  he 
imfelf  profeiTed.  Perfius  had  , 
a  great  veneration  and  elleem 
for  him  ;  whence  be  left  him  by 
hrs  laft  will  (for  he  died  in  the 
ninth  year  of  Nero's  reign)  fc- 
ven  hundred  volumes,  and  a 
considerable  fum  of  money, 
which  ia&  he  reftored  to  the 
heirs  pf  the  iieceafed,  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  books.  He  is 
faid  to  have  advifed  ferfius's 
mother  to  fupprefs  fome  poeti- 
cal compofttions,  which  her  fon 
had  written  in  his  youth  (2). 
DIo  Callius  tells  us  (3),  that 
Nero,  having  an  inclination  to 
write  rhe  Roman  hillory  in 
▼erfe,  from  the  foundation  of 
the  city  to  his  own  time  (for  he 
had  fome  genius  for  poetry), 
and  being  <old,  that  he  could 
not  comprife  it  in  fewer  than 
four  hundred  books,  confulted 
Cornutus  upon  that  fubjeft,  v/ho 
anfwered,  that  the  number  of 
books  was  too  great,  and  that 
no  one  would  read  them.  This 
Nero  did  not  refcnt,  believing 


Cornutus  only  meant,  that  no 
one  would  read  them  on    ac- 
count of  their  number.  But  one 
urging,  that  the  books  of  Chry- 
fippus  were    more  numerous^ 
and  yet  generally  read  ;  *♦  The 
books  of  Chryfippus    (replied 
Cornutus),  contain  many  ufe- 
ful  precepts,   which  ferve   ta 
impK](ve  both  our  manners  aod 
unaerflanding/'     This.anfwer 
provoked  Nero  to  fuch  a  d^» 
gree,  that  he  was  for  having 
him  immediately  put  to  death  ; 
but  feveral  of  Cornutus*s  friend* 
and  difciples  interpofing  in  his 
behalf,  he  was  only  ban ifhed, 
Aulus  Gellius  quotes    certain 
comments  upoA  Virgil,  wntten 
by  Annseus  Coroutus,  whom  he 
flylei  an  iUuftrious  and  learned 
grammarian  (4)  >  and  Ukewife 
his  fecond  book  upon  the  fi-« 
gures  of  rhetoric  (5).    Macm- 
bius  too  fpeaks  of  Anna&us  Cor- 
nutus, as  a  rpan  well  fkilled  in 
the  Greek  tongue.     The  trea- 
tife  of   the    theology  of    the 
Greeks,  which  has  reached  our 
times,  and  pafies  under  the  name 
of  Phornutus,  is,  by  Theodorec 
and  others,  afcribed  to  Comu-. 
tus,     From  this  work  Porpby- 
rius  pr-etends  that  Origen  learnt 
to  explain  the  Scripture  by  al- 
legories (6).     It  is  certain,  that 
Origen  often  makes  ufe  of  the 
writings  of  Cornutus,  to  pfove 
the  tenets  of  the  Chriflian  reli- 
gion (7)  ;  but  whether  this  be 


(i)  Vide  Voir.  Hift.  Lat.  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  &  Noris,  dc  Cenotaph. 
Pifan.  p.  334.    Ven.  1681.  (1)  Dio,  p.  75.    Perf.  Vit.  p.  495. 

(3)  ^io»  lib.  Ixii.  p.  715.  (4)  Aul.  Gel),  lib  ii.  cap.  6.  {5)  Idem, 
lib.  ix.  cap.  10.  (6)  Eufeb.  lib.  vi.  cap.  19.  (7)  Yjde  Hier. 
f  p.  84. 

the 


>    The  Roman  Hiftufy.  i|5 

ik&itte«l  the  giovermntet  of  the  city^  as  we  have  hinted  be-  Crutltiis 
£«Mrey  to  Helius,  invefting  faim  with  an  abfolute  power  over  txercifed 
aU  perfon«i  ienators  not  excepted^  whom  he  wa«  authorifed  ^  ^^ 
%o  baniflii  eond^fmi>  and  execute^  without  even  acquaint-  tktfrtU^ 
hSf^  the  em^for  with  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  or  CTtfff> 
-v^^ittng  for  his  eenfent.    Heliiis^  affifted  by  Polycletus,  an« 
<»th«r  freedman>  made  the  fame  dreadful  havock  of  the  Ro- 
nftan  nobility  at  Rome^  as  his  mafter  did  in  Achaia.     Vir* 
tue^  qttaiity)  or  wealthi   were  unpardonable  crimes*  and 
pt&niihed  with  death.     Few  noble  families  efcaped  the  cni«> 
^Ity  of  the  emper<)r,  or  the  imperial  freedman.    The  latter^ 
more  criiel»  if  poffible^  tbad  Nero  himfelf,  cut  oiFthe  neareft 
relation*,  and  ev^n  the  children  of  thofe  he  condemned  ( 
execiitiens  Whkh  incenfed  the  city  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  a 
getieral  infur redion  was  apprehended.     In  this  emergency, 
Hetiits  diljj^tched  mefienger  after  meflenti^r  to  the  enipe* 
ror»  fqprefenttng  to  him  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  preiung 
\k\fa  to  return  to  the  capital  with  all  poffiMe  expedittoAb 
As  Nero  delayed  his  departure  from  day  to  day,  and  re<k 
turned  no  other  anfwer  to  Helius,  than  that  if  he  truly  loved 
kifli,  he  could  not  envy  him  the  glory  he  was  daily  acquir- 
ing in  Greece,  but  would  rather  wi(h  that  Nero  might  re- 
ttira  Worthy  of  himfelf  $  the' freedman  left  Rome  unexped- 
edly,  and  arriving  in  feven  days  In  Greece,  io  alarmed  the 
emperor  with  the  exaggerated  account  he  gave  him  of  the 
general  dilcontent  that  reigned  in  the  city,  that  he  imme-  Vtr9  rt* 
^lately  embariped  for  Italy.     In  his  paCage,  his  fleet  was  y^*"'^* 
dki^erfed  by  a  violent  ft<!rt-m,  the.  (hips,  laden  with  all  the  ''*^* 
Ireatth  of  Greece,  were  caft  away,  and  he  himfelf  was  in 
imrtiiitent  danger  of  being  loft  with  them.   With  much  dif- 
ficulty he  efcaped,  and,  upon  his  landing,  caufed  many  of 
his  numerous  retinue  to  be  inhumanly  maffacred,  for  hav- 
ing imprudently  betrayed  an  appearance  of  joy,  while  he 
was  in  danger  of  perilhing  ^ 

He  entered  Naples  through  a  breach  in  the  wall,  accord-  Hinntiy 

if^  to  the  cuftom.of  the  vidors  in  the  Olympic  games,  md  *^'^  ^f' 

pliSf  Rotntt 

'  Dio,  p.  743.    Suet.  cap.  45.  ^" 

the  Annaeus  Comutus  who  was  Rome  before  the  reign  of  Nero, 

baniflied    by   Nero,    is  much  and  wrote  feversl  philofophical 

ouedt^oned  by  the  critics  (8).  trads.     This  we  take  to  be  th^ 

Soidus  likewife  mentions  a  phi-  Atmaeas  Comutus  mentioned  hf 

lofopher,  named  Cornotus,  and  Dio  Caffius  ;  but  Suidas  is  mif* 

born  at  L^tis  in  Libya,  who,^  tatecn,  in  ftrppofmg  him  to  have 


ftccordii^    to    hitn,    came    to^  been  put  to  death  bf  Nero. 
(8)  Vide  VofT.  Hift,  Ut  Ub.  ii.  cap.  t^ 


^  in 
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in  the  fame  manner  marched  into  Antium^  Albanuitt,  ati<i 
Rome.    He  made  his  entry  into  the  latter  city  in  the  tri-* 
umphal  chariot  of  Auguftus,  pompoufly  attired,  having 
with  him,  in  the  fame  chariot,  another  player  upon   tb^ 
harp  named  Diodorus^  wearing  an  Olympic  crown  on  hia 
hedd,  and  carrying  a  Fythic  crown  in  his  hand«    Before 
him  marched  in  great  pomp,  and  richly  drefied,  eighteen 
hundred  perfons,  each  with  a  diadem  in  his  hand,  and  un-* 
der  it  an  infcription,  fignifying  where  it  had  been  won,  thtf 
name  of  the  perfon  whom  the  emperor  had  o¥erc6me,  the 
fubje^l  and  title  of  the  fong,  and  fuch  kind  of  important 
circumftances.    His  chariot  was  followed  by  the  whole  rab« 
ble  of  the  city,  exclaiming  in  deriGon,  that  they  were  the 
foldiers  of  Auguftus,  and  claimed  a  (hare  in  the  glory  of 
the  triumphant  vifior.  From  the  Viva  Sacra,  the  proceffion 
turned  to  the  circus,  which  Nero  entered  through  a  breach, 
having  caufed  one  of  the  arches  to  be  thrown  down.  Thence 
they  proceeded  by  the  Velabrum,  and  the  forum,  to  the  pa- 
lac^,  and  from  the  palace  to  the  temple  of  Apollo^  where 
he  difplayed  all  bis  crowns,  and  ordered  them  to  be  carried 
from  thence  (o  his  golden  houfe,  and  there  hung  up  round 
his  bed,  upon  the  many  ilatues  which  he  had  ere£ied  to 
himfelf,  in  the  habit  and  attire  of  a  harper  (S).    Either 

this 


(S)  The  remaimng  part  of 
this  year  he  fpent  in  playing  up- 
on the  harp^  iinging  and  acting 
upon  the  fkge,  not  one  of  the 
nobility  daring  to  be  abfent  up- 
on any  pretence,  from  his  thea- 
trical rcprefentations,  though 
they  often  lafted,  not  only  the 
whole  day,  but  the  night.  We 
are  told,  that  he  perfonated, 
with  great  art,  Canace  in  la- 
bour, Oreftes  murdering  his 
mother,  CEdipus  pulling  out 
his  own  eyes,  and  Hercules 
frantic;  in  which  laft  repre- 
fentatioa  a  raw  foldier,  then 
upon  guard,  feeing  the  ^mperor 
bound  in  chains,  as  the  argu- 
ment recjuired,  and  fuppofing 
it  real  violence,  ran  in,  fword 
in  hand,  to  his  relief,  and 
cleared  the  liage,  a  circum- 
fiance  which  did  not  a  little  di- 
vert the  weary  multitude.  While 


he  was  a£ling  in  a  tragedy,  the 
battooQ  happening  to  &11  out  of 
his  hand,  he  betrayed  fuch  con- 
cern and  fear  of  forfeiting  the 
reputation  of  an  able  ador,  that 
he  could  not  purfue  his  part, 
till  one  of  his  fellow-actors  af- 
fured  him  upon  oath,  that  not 
one  of  the  audience  had  taken 
the  leaft  notice  of  fo  fmall  a 
fault,  which  was  merely  cafual. 
To  preferve  his  voice,  he  ufed 
to  lie  conflantly  on  his  back, 
with  a  thin  plate  of  lead  upon 
his  flomach,  took  frequendy 
vomits  and  purging  potions,  and 
abdaining  from  all  forts  of 
fruit,  and  meats  reputed  pre- 
judicial to  his  voice:  nay,  he 
gave  over  at  length,  through 
fear  of  hurting  his  voice,  mak- 
ing fpeeches  to  the  (bldiery  or 
fenate,  contenting  himfelf  with 
fignifying  his  pleafure  to  them 

in 
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^His  or  the  preceding  year,  a  confpiracy  was  formed  againft  A  evnjpi* 
bira  by  Vinicius,  and  difcovered  at  Beneventum;  and  this  ^^^^^ 
is  all  we  find  concerning  it  in  the  hiftorics  of  thofe  times^  wr#i^, 
iprliich  are  ftill  extant. 

The -next  confuls  were  Silius  Italicus,  the  celebrated  poet, 
antd  Galerius  Trachalus  '•     In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  Nero, 
sifter  having  long  fported  with  the  blood  of  the  human  race, 
mxid  made  fpoil  of  the  creation*  was  at  length  overtaken  by 
tlie  bloody  fate  which  his  enormous  and  crying  iniquities 
deferred*    His  raging  fury  had  quite  exhaufted  the  patience 
lx>th  of  Romans  and  foreigners,  who  were  equally  difpofed 
to  a  general  fevolutioDi  and  only  wanted  a  perfon  of  con- 
fe^iuence  and  expedience  to  take  the  lead*    The  firft,  who     n 
had  coiaraee  enough  to  declare  his  generous  refolution  of  re- 
deemine  the  world  from  the  no  lefs  ignominious  than  ty- 
rannical yoke,  under  which  it  had  groaned  for  more  than 
thirteen  years,  was  Julius  Vindex,  defcended  from  the  an-  JuUuiVim* 
cient  kings  of  Aquitain,'  and  at  this  time  governor  of  Cel-  ^^  ninis 
tic  Gaul.     He  was  a  true  lover  of  his  country,,  had  on  feve-  jS-^'f '' 
ral  occafions  fignalized  his  courage,  prudence,  and  expe-  rJi^^^' 
rience,  in  the  military  art,  bore  as  utter  averfion  to  flavery, 
and  was  pofiefied  with  an  ardent  ambition  of  tranfmitting 
his  name  to  pofterity  by  fome  commendable  a<3ion  *.    We 
are  told,  that  before  he  openly  avowed  his  defign,  he  com- 
municated it  to  Galba,  then  governor  of  Hifpania  Tarraco- 
nenfis,  who  neither  countenanced  nor  difcovered  it  to  Ne- 
ro; but  feveral  governors  of  other  provinces,  to  whom 
Vindex  had  imparted  it  by  letters,  immediately  forwarded 
them  to  the  emperor  ^    Though  n  Galba  did  not  at  firft 

•  Plin.  lib.  liL  ep.  7.  Front.  Aquaeduc.  p.  119.  Idattus,  &c. 
t  Dio»  lib.  IxiiL  p.* 714.  Suet.  cap.  40.  Tacit.  Hilt.  lib.  i.  cap.  16. 
«  Plut.Vit.Galb«. 

in  writing,  or  by  the  mouth  of  tranlported    with   any   fudden 

ibme  of  his  friends  or  freed  men.  emotion,  did  not  attend  to  his 

After  his  return  from  Greece,  admonitions,  to  ftop  his  mouth 

he  eflablilhed  a  new  employ-  with  a  napkin.     The  moft  cf- 

ment,  charging  one,  whom  he  feftual  means  of  courting  his 

called,  with  a  name  borrowed  favour  was,    to  commend  his 

from    the  Greek  tongue,    his  voice,  to  pretend  raptures  while 

pbonafcus,  to  take  care  of  his  hefung,  to  appear  deje£ted,  and 

voice.     He  would  never  fpeak  be  very  importunate,  if  he  pre- 

but  in  the  prefence  of  this  new  tended,  as  he  fometimes  did, 

officer,  who  was  firfl  to  admo-  like  other  fingers,    not  to  do 

nifh  him,  when  he  talked  too  what  he  was  moft  ardently  de« 

loud,  or  ftrained  himfelf;  and  firous  of  doing  (i). 
afterwards,    if   the    emperor, 

(i)  Suet,  cap.  15* 

fliew 


He  raifis 
a  po^wer- 
fuL  army. 


Calba  re' 
nfotts  m 
Spain* 
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4iew  himlrlf  inclined  to  favour  the  retolti  yet  ttie  t>ra 
VindeX)  having  aboHt  the  beginning  of  March,  aflembl^d 
the  Gauls^  \k^xr7ifkA  and  reduced  to  beggary,  by  heavy  trm-^ 
butes  and  impofitions,  communicated  to  them  his  defigi^ 
encouraged  them  to  concur  chearfally  in  his  meafures,  aa^ 
in  a  long  fpeech  difplayed  their  many  grievances,  from 
which  he  faid  there  were  no  hoipes  of  relief,  fo  long  as  their 
tyrannical  and  cruel  oppreiTor  lived  or  reigned. 

His  defign  was  univerfally  applauded  by  the  Gaiik|  who 
immediately  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts  \  inf<i>miich)  that 
thoi^  he  had  no  Roman  troops  under  bis  command^  yet: 
he  found  himfelf  in  a  (hort  time  at  ^e  head  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  armed  me».  Thus  ftrengthened,  he  wrote  ofic^ 
more  to  Galba,  exhorting  him  to  efpoufe  the  oc^mmon^ 
caufe  of  mankind,  and  put  himfdf  at  the  head  of  the  Gai4^ 
who  already  conftitated  a  body  of  a  hundred  thoufand  ZTtn*^ 
ed  men,  and  could,  if  necefiary,  raafe  a  greater  force.  At 
the  fame  time  an  exprefs  arrived  from  the  gchremor  of  Aq\M<>r 
tarn,  demanding  fuccours  agarnft  Vindex«  Upon  the  re^ 
ceipt  c^  thefe  important  difpatches,  Gaibft  aflemUed  hi^ 
friends  before  he  retnrned^an  anfwer  to  either  of  the  ni^fle)i<*> 
gers.  In  the  council  they  were  ahnoft  all  of  opinioii)  that 
he  ought  to  be  informed  how  Ronrre  was  inchned,  before  • 
he  declared  :  but  Titus  Vinitis,  tribune  of  the  only  legion 
in  the  province,  ftarting  up,  ^*  What  room  ()faid  he)  is  he*«e 
for  deliberation  ?  It  is  a  crinf»e  even  to^efcioin,  wither 
or  not  we  Ihall  contintie  faithful  to  Nero,'  and  as  fuch  it 
will  be  punilbed  by  him.  There  is  no  medMmi  5  yo^  muft 
either  agree  to  the  overrore  of  Vindcx,  and  consider  Nero 
as  your  declared  enemy,  or  march  this  inftant  againft  aper^ 
fon  who  had  rather  have  Galba  for  emperor  than  Nero." 
This  fpeech  made  a  d6ep  impreflion  upon  the  mind  of  Gal** 
ba,  who  was  likewiie  animated  by  feveral  favourable  omens, 
and  above  all  by  a  prediflion,  which  was  uttered  ahout  this 
tiTne  by  a  younf];  virgin  of  gre^t  diftinftion  in  Spain,  and 
agreed  exatlly  with  another,  which  had  been  delivered  two 
hundred  years  before  ;  importing,  that  Spain  (hould  one 
day  give  a  prince  to  Rome,  and  to  the  world  a  fovereign. 
He  therefore  hefitated  no  longer ;  but  appointed  a  certain 
day  for  the  Spaniards  to  meet  at  New  Carthage,  aow  Car* 
thagena. 

The  Spfiniards,  mformed  ofthc  revolt  in  Gaul,  and  fuft. 
pcfting  his  defign,  obeyed  the  fatnmons  with  great  alacrityj 
for  they  abhorred  the  very  name  of  Nero,  and  flocked  from 
all  quarters  to  Carthagena,  where  Galba,  afcending  the 
tribunal,  round  which  were  placed  the  images  of  feveral 
illuftrious  perfons,  whom  Nero  had  caufcd  to  be  inhumanly 

maifacred, 
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^afifkcred^  openly  declared  his  defigti  in  a  fpeech  addreflcit 
to  thsCt  numerous  affembly  \  which  he  could  not  finifli,  bet- 
ing interrupted  by  the  loud  flionts  and  joyful  acclama- 
tions of  the  multitude^  fainting  him  with  one  voice,  em- 
peror and  Auguftus. 

Oalba,  dechning  thefe  fpecious  titles,  declared^  that  he  He  dteUmei 
devoted  himfelf  to  thfe  fervice  of  his  country,  only  as  lieute-^  'A'  titU  |f 
nam  to  the  fcnate  and  people^.    Thus  proclaimed,  he  or-«  *"*''"•''• 
dere<I  levies  to  be  made  throughout  the  whole  province  ;  fe- 
le£):ecl  a  certain  number  of  perfons  of  known  prudence  and 
experience,  and  with  them  formed  a  kind  of  fenate  ;  ap- 
pointing a  band  of  young  knights,  whom  he  called  evocati, 
to  guard  the  door  of  his  chamber  \  and  caufed  cAi&s  to  be 
fixed  up  in  every  city  of  the  province,  inviting  the  inhabit 
tants  to  join  him,  and  lend  what  affiftance  they  could  to- 
wards the  recovery  of  their  liberty,  and  the  fuccefs  of  an 
enterprize  which  fo  nearly  concerned  their  intereft.    Otho, 
who  uill  governed  Lufitania,  was  the  firft  who  declared  for 
Galba,  fending  him  all  his  gold  and  filver  plate  to  turn  into 
money  ;  and  iikewife  his  domeftics,  who  were  more  ac* 
€u(tomed  to  a  court,  and  knew  better  than  Galba's,  how  to 
ferve  an  emperor  *.  * 

The  firft  tidings  of  the  revolt  of  Vindex  and  the  Gauls,  Nero  is  not 
came  to  Nero  at  Naples ;  but  he  was  fo  far  from  being  af-  PJBf'Sed 
fefted  with  it,  that  he  rather  feemed  to  rejoice  at  the  news,  ^'/^  '^' 
as  afibrding  a  plaufible  pretence  to  plunder  thofe  wealthy  If^rifum 
provinces ;  fo  that  he  continued  to  (ing,  play,  and  a£l  upon  ofFindex^ 
the  ftage,  as  ufual,  for  eight  days  fuccefiively,  without  ifiu- 
ing  any  orders  for  fuppreffing  the  revolt,  or  even  writing  or 
fpeaking  to  any  perfon  on  thefubje£t:  he  was  only  once  heard 
to  fay,  upon  receiving  letters  of  a  later  date,  exaggerating 
the  impending  danger,  that  he  would  make  Vindex  and 
the  Gauls  pay  dear  for  difturbing  his  pleafures.     At  length 
the  edi£l:s  of  Vindex,   filled  with  moft  bitter  invedlivcsr 
foufed  him  fo  far  as  to  write  to  the  fenate,  rccomnaending 
to  the  fathers  the  revenging  of  the  injuries  offered  to  him, 
the  fathers,  and  the  whole  republic,  and  excufing  his  ab- 
fence  with  the  pretence  of  an  inflammation  in  his  throat  (T). 

But 

V  Suet,  in  Galba,  cap.  10.    Dro,  lib.  Ixiv.  p.  730.    Plut.  in  Ga(b« 
«  Suet,  in  Galba,  cap.  16,  &  Plut.  in  Vit.  Oth. 

(T)  He  refented  nothing  fo  would  quit  his  adopted  name, 

much  as  Vindex*s  calling  him,  and  refume  that  of  his  family, 

in  one  of  his  edidls,  anunfkilful  iin(;e  they  reproached  him  with 

harper,  and  A  henobarbus  inflead  it,  as  a  name  to  be  a(hamed  of« 

of  Nero.    He  declared,  that  he  7%e  other  imDutation  aSeded 
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Bot  the  alarm  increafing,  2tnd  ihfefiengers  arriving  witfa  dif^ 
agceeable  accounts,  he  at  leojjfth  left  Naples  in  great  dii^ 
may,  and  repaired  to  Rome.    However,  his  fear  was  muclm 
abated  by  obferving  on  the  road  a  tomb,  on  which  was  en^^ 
graved  a  Gaul  overcome  by  a  Roman  knight^  who  dragged: 
him  on  the  gi'ound  by  die  hair.     Thi*  frivolous'prefage  fo 
revived  him,  that  he  returned  thank$  to  the  gods  for  fucll 
an  aufpiciotts  omen.     Upon  his  arrival  in  the  city,  inftead. 
of  alTembling  the  fenate  or  people,  he  only  fummoned  fome^ 
6f  the  principal  men  to  his  palace  ;  and,  after  a  ftort  con- 
Ailtation,  in  which  no  refolutton  was  taken,  be  wafted-  the 
reft  of  the  day  in  (hewing  his  counfellors  certain  mufical^ 
isftraments  lately  invented  by  hiipfelf,  ^HBtd  fo  contrived 
as  to  play  by  water.   Here,  entirely  forgetful  of  the  danger 
that  threatened  him,  he  difcourfed  of  the  nature  and  work.- 
manfhip  of  each,  promifing  to  produce  them  upon  A»  ftagCy* 
**  provided  Vindex  would  pvt  him  leave.*' 

However,  he  wrote  to  the  fenate,  complaining  of  Vindex, 
fet  a  price  upon  his  head,  recalled  the  troops  that  were 
on  their  march  towards  Albania,  and  ordered  the  legions 
in  liiyricum  to  be  immediately  tranfported  into  Italy  (U). 
He  feemed  to  defpife  Vindex,  and  to  be  under  no  appre-* 
hehiion  of  the  Gauls  ;  but  intelligence  berng  brought  of 
the  revolt  of  Galba,  juft  as  he  was  going  to  fupper,  he  was 
fo  ftruck  with  it,  that  he  remained  a  long  time  motionlefs^, 
without  being  able  to  utter  a  Angle  word.  When  he  re- 
covered, he  overturned  in  a  violent  rage  the  table,  tore  hi»^ 
garments,  broke  in  pieces  two  cups  of  great  value,  and, 
daihing  his  head  againft  the  wall,  cried  out,  he  was  un- 
done ;  his  misfortunes  were  without  example  ;  his  empire 
was  feized,  while  he  was  ftill  alive,  and  become  the  prey 
of  an  ufurper.  However,  he  could  not,  even  in  the 
height  of  iiis  confternation  and  fear,  refrain  from  his  ufual 


him  rtill  more;  he  could  not 
bear  it  ;^  but  in  the  tranfportsof 
his  paffion  broke  out  into  bitter 
invc6tives  againfl  Vindex,  abuf- 
iii'g  hi'mas  one  entirely  Ignorant 
df  an  art,  which  he  had  with  his 
own  induftry.  and  indefatigable 
pains,  refined  and  brought  to 
the  greatell  perfe£iion :  to  re- 
fute this  calumny,  he  played 
more  frequently  than  ever,  ob- 
ferving with  great  attention  the 
countenances  of  the  fpe£i:ators, 
^idaiking^them  whether  they 


had  ever  heard  or  known  a  more 
ikilful  player  upon  the  harp  than 
himfelf. 

(U)  We  are  told,  that  when 
news  were  brought  to  Vindex, 
that  Nero  had  .promifed  ten 
millions  of  fefterces  to  any 
one  who  (hould  bring  him  his 
head,  he  anfwered  with  great 
qalmefs,^  **  Whoever  brings 
Nero's  head  to  me  fhall,  it 
he  pleafes,  have  mine  in  ex- 
change.** 


f^e  kdtnhn  Hijiory.  ft 

liicbaiicliefies ;  biit  ptiVfued  his  former  courfe  of  life,  feaft- 
iAgy'  ravelling,  and,  upon  receiving  news  from  the  pro- 
vinces that  fcemcd  the  lead  favourable  to  his  affairs,  jeft- 
ing  and  ridiculing  the  heads  of  the  rebellion.  Jie  even 
a)[>|>eared  in  the  theatre ;  and  bccaufe  one  of  the  aftors  per* 
rormed  his  part  fo  as  to  deferve  extraordinary  applaufe,  he 
rcpriinanded  him  for  invading  the  rights  of  the  emperor  J^. 
In  the  mekn  the  fenate,  through  fear  and  flattei*y,  declared 
Galba  a  traitor,  and  ah  enemy  to  his  country.  In  confe- 
q^Uence  of  this  fentence,  Nero  immediately  feized  his  eftate, 
aYi'd  commanded  it  to  be  put  up  to  auftibn  ;  a  circumftance 
which  Galba  no  fooner  underftood,  than  he  in  his  turn  ex- 

Ebfed  to  falc  Nero's  eftate  inSpain^  and  found  a  great  num^^ 
tc  of  purchafers  *. 

This  infiilt  enraged  Nero  to  fuch  a  degree,  tliat  in  the  His  dtjpt* 
firft  tranfports  of  his  fury,  he  refolved  to  fend  perfons  into  ''? ''  r^/*/*- 
atl  the  provinces,  to  murder  the  governors  and  commanders  ^'^** 
of  th6  armies,  oh  pretence  of  their  being  privy  to  the  con-* 
(|)iracy ;  to  order  all  the  exiles  to  be  maflacred,  left  they 
ftiould  join  the  revolters  j  to  cut  the  throats  of  the  Gauls  irif 
R6me,  as  accomplices  and  favourers  of  their  countrymen  ; 
to  poifoh  the  whole  feriate  at  ah  entertainment ;  to  fet  fire 
to  the  city,  and  at  the  fame  time  let  loofe  the  wild  beafts 
kept  for  the  public  fpe<n:acles,  that  the  people  being  divert- 
ed from  extinguifhing  the  flames,  their  deftruflion,  and 
the  deftru£tion  of  the  city,  might  be  the  more  inevitable.  ^ 
But  dropping,  upon  farther  confideration,  thefe  barbarous 
defigns,*  not  out  of  remorfe,  but  defpair  of  effedling  them, 
he  refolved  to  march  in  perfon  againft  the  rebels ;  and  de-  j^ttofes 
pofing  the  two  confuls,  SiHus  and  Trachalus,  entered  alone  hbth  thi 
upon  the  confulftiip,  pretending  an  ancient  prediftion,  im-  confuls* 
porting,  tha't  when  Rome  had. but  one  conful,  by  him  the 
GauU  ihould  be  overcome.     Having' therefore  aflumed  the 
fafces,  and  other  marks  of  the  confutar  dignity,  he  ordered 
levies  t6  be.  made  throughout  Italy,  named  the  officers  who 
were  to  command  under  him*,  and  caufed  a  great  number 
of  waggons  to  be  got  ready  for  conveying  with  fafety,  not 
the  engines  of  war,  but  his  mufical  inftruments,  and  the 
decorations  of  the  ftage ;  for  he  was  fo  daftardly  as  to  de-  Bh  me0»' 
Clare  to  his  intimate  friends,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  try  nefu 
tis  fortune  with  the  rebels  in  the  field,  but  upon  his  arrival 
in  the  province,  to  prefent  himfelf  without  arms  before  the 
armiesf  to  weep,  and  with  fighs  and  tears  beg  forgivenefs 
of  his  former  condudi  \  which  if,  touched  with  coftipaflion, 

y  Suet.  lib.  vi.  CM).  4««  *  JPl«t»  Vit  Galb.   Plin.  lib.  xxxvii. 
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they  (hotikt  grant  bim,  he  defigned  to  engage  and  fix  then 
aflfedlions,  by  diverting  them  with  plays  and  fongs  of 
triumph,  which,  he  faid,  k  was  high  time  for  him  to  be* 

gin  to  compofe. 

In  the  mean  time  Galba^s  party  daily  gained  new  ftrengtlf, 
all  the  governors  of  the  provinces  declaring  for  him,  except 
Clodius  Macer,  who  commanded  in  Africa,  and  L.  Rufus 
Verginius,  or  Virginias,  governor  of  Upper  Germany^ 
where  he  had  under  his  command  fome  of  the  heft  legions 
in  the  whole  empire.  The  latter  even  marched  againft  Vin- 
dex  with  all  his  forces,  and  being  joined  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Treves,  the  capital  of  Belgic  Gaul,  and  powerfully  aflift- 
cd  in  Celtic  Gaul  by  the  cities  of  Langres  and  Lyons,  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  city  of  Befan^on,  which  he  befiegedar 
Upon  this  intelligence,  Vindcx  marched  to  the  relief  of  the 
place  ;  but  upon  his  arrival  Virginius  defiring  an  interview 
with  him,  the  two  generals  had  a  private  conference,  ifl 
which  they  agreed  to  a£l:  againft  Nero ;  but  Virginius  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  declare  for  Galba.     After  a  long 
confultation,  Vindex  returned  to  his  troops,  and  with  them 
advanced  to  Befan^on,  in  order  to  take  pofieffion  of  the 
place,  purfuant  to  the  private  agreement  of  the  two  chiefs. 
Virginius's  men,  believing  that  Vindez  defigned  to  attack 
them,  marched  out  without  their  general's  orders,  attacked 
the  Gauls,  who  were  altogether  unprepared  for  an  engage^ 
ment,  and  with  great  Daughter  put  them  to  flight  (W). 

Vindex  after  the  battle  deftroyed  himfelf,  and  after  his 
death  the  vid^orious  legions  defaced  the  images  of  Nero, 
and  importuned  Virginius  to  accept  the  empire*  faluting 
him,  "  Caefar,  Emperor,  and  Auguftus."  Virginius  was  de- 
fcended  of  an  equeftrian  family  ;  and  had  on  many  o()ca(ions 
(ignalized  his  prudence,  valour,  equity,  and  the  virtues  and 
endowments  requifite  in  a  brave  commander,  or  an  excellent 
citizen  *.  Die  Caflius  aflures  us,  that  he  might  have  eaCly 
feized  on  the  empire,  had  he  but  feconded  the  ardent  wiflies 
"  of  the  troops  under  his  command.  But  either  out  of  a  great- 

«  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  52.    Dio,  p.  716.    Plin.  lib.  ii.  cp.  i. 


(W)  Thus  Dio  Caflius  (i); 
but  Plutarch  tells  us,  that  the 
two  armies  engaged  in  defiance 
of  the  orders  of  their  com- 
manders, who  did  all  that  lay 
in  their  power  to  divert  them 

(i)  DiOy  Iit>,  Ixiii.  p»  715. 


from  that  wild  refolution  (2), 
Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  agreed 
on  all  hands,  that  the  two 
armies  engaged,  and  that  twen- 
ty thoufand  Gauls  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot. 


(»)  Plut.  Vit  Galb. 
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«ief$  of  foul  truly  heroici  or  a  lively  apprchenfion  of  the 
«¥il  confequences  which  would  inevitably  accrue  from  al- 
lowing the  foldiery  to  choofe  an  empdror,  he  not  on]y  re- 
jedied  their  offer,  but  refolutely  declared,  that  he  would  yirgimas 
^leither  take  upon  himfelf  the  ibvereign  power,  nor  (uffcr  ^^J^'fi^  '*' 
any  one  elfe  to  afliime  it,  who  wa$  not  appointed  by  the  **^"''« 
ienate,  to  whom  alone  the  difpofal  of  the  empire  belonged. 
The  fame  anfwer  he  returned  to  the  foldiery,  when  upon 
the  news  of  Nero's  death  they  again  importuned  him  to  ad« 
ccpt  of  the  empire  ^• 

The  death  ^fVindex,  and  declaration  of  Virginius,  not  TAeBad 
to  fuffer  any  one  to  afiume  the  fovereignty  without  the  con-  /'»«^»»»^ 
fent  of  the  fenate,  exceedingly  perplexed  Galba.  Befides,  «^*'**'' 
it  was  reported,  that  the  legions  commanded  by  Virginius',  ^^^'^*' 
finding  they  could  not  perfuade  their  general  to  accept  of 
the  empire^  threatened  to  return  to  Nero ;  while  fome  of 
Galba's  own  troops,  repenting  of  the  new  oath  they  had 
taken,  attempted  to  abancion  him ;  and  certain  flaves,  .whom 
one  of  Nero's  freedmen  had  prefented  him  with,  formed  a 
confpiracy,  and  would  in  all  likelihood  have  difpatched  him, 
^ad  they  not  difcovered  themfelves  by  exhorting  one  an- 
other, as  Galba  was  paffing  through  a  narrow  ftreet  to  his 
baths,  not  to  let  flip  fo  favourable  an  opportunity.  The 
new  emperor,  therefore,  in  the  utmoft  confter nation,  wrote 
to  Virginius,  earneftly  foUciting  him  to  ad  in  concert  with 
him  againft  Nero,  the  common  enemy  of  mankind,  and  to 
^ve  his  afliftance  to  the  great  work  of  reftoriag  Rome  to 
her  ancient  liberty.  We  are  ignorant  ^hat  anAver  Virgi- 
nius  returned ;  but  it  feems  to  have  been  unfavourable  to 
bis  deiign,  fiiice  he  retired  a  few  days  after  with  his  friends 
to  a  city  in  Spain  called  Clunia,  quite  difheartened,  repent- 
ing of  what  he  had  dene,  and  ready  to  lay  violent  hands  oa 
faimfelf  ^  The  levies  commanded  to  be  raifed  at  Rome 
by  Nero  went  on  bidt  flowly  j  fcxr  though  he  fummoned  all 
the  tribes  to  take  the  military  bath,  yet  no  one  appeared  fit 
to  bear  arms  i  infomuoh  that  he  was  obliged  to  iflTue  an  edid, 
ord^ng  all  rnafter*  «o  furnifli  a  certain  number  of  flaves, 
whom  he  enfranchifed  and  lifted  among  his  troops.  He 
UHewife  obliged  perfons  of  every  i^nk  and  profefiion  to  con- 
tribute the  greateft  part  of  their  yearly  income  towards  the 
intended  expedition,  according  as  they  were  rated  in  the 
books  of  the  cenf<)rs. 

Thefe  heavy  impofitions,  together  with  his  foolift  and  ^'J*  ^^' 
iunfeafonable  delicacy  (for  he  would  receive  no  money  but  ^^//^^ 
what  was  new  coined),  incenfed  the  people  fo  highly,^  that  ^eaw. 

^  Plut.  Vit.  Galb.  c  Suet,  cap.  io« 
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they  openly  oppofed  the  coUe^rs,  ^teUing  ^em«  that  tbj? 
bcft  and  mod  ready  means  of-  fupplying  the  prinoc  with  mor 
jieyi  was  to  oblige  the  informers  to  refund  the  immcnfe 
fams  they  had  earned  by  their  infamptts  prances  ^*     As  ^ 
famine  began  to  be  felt  in  the  city,  the  fury  of  the  pop.Ur 
lace  Yra$  heigl^tened  by  the  arrlyal  of  a  ibip  from  £gypt^  at 
jtbat  time  the  granary  of  Rome,  npt  ladep  with  corUt  ai» 
yras  eicpefledy  but  with  fand  for  the  gladiators  and  wrefUers. 
Upon  this  occafion,  the  people  rpfe  in  a  tumultuous  man* 
ner,  overturned  in  the  night  moft  of  the  emperor's  ftatue^ 
broke  his  images,  plundered  the  houfes  of  His  friends  anJ 
favourites,  and  committed  inhumerabje  dtforders,  no  one 
Js  alarmed  offering  to  appeafe  or  reftrain  them.     At  the  fame  time 
^'  //V^     ^^^s  arrived  of  the  revolt  of  the  legions  in  Qf rmany,  which 
'cerman  '  ^^  affeded  Nero,  that  he  inclofed  poifon  in  a  golden  box, 
iigiottSM        ^nd  went  immediately  into  the  iServilian  gardens,  ^vhence 
ne  difpatched  the  freedmen,  in  whom  be  chiefly  confided^ 
to  Oitia,  to  aflemble  his  fleet,  toeing  refolved  to  fail  to 
Egypt,  whither  h^  had  already  fent  fprae  Germap  troops. 
However,  before  he  left  the  palace,  he  founded  the  tribune^ 
and  centurions  of  his  guards,  aiking  them  whether  they 
were  difpofed. to  accompany+im  in  his- flight?     Butfome 
of  them  evading,  others  pofitiyely  pefufing  to  attend  him, 
and  one  of  them  crying  out,  'f  Ufque  adeone  mpri  miferum 
(Cft?  Is  it  fo  dreadful  a  thing  to  die?"  he  was  quite  diAra£):ed 
and  confounded  in  his  thoughts  \  refolving  at  one  time  to 
jBy  to  the  Partbians,  at  another  to  addrefs  QaLba  as  a  fup« 
pliant,  to  appear  in  public  clad  in  deep  mourning,  and  with 
all  poflible  humility  and  dejection  implore  the  forgivenefi^ 
of  the  people  for  his  former  condud^ ;  and,  if  he  found  them 
inflexible,  to  befeech  the  government  of  Egypt.     To  thi^ 
purpofe  an  oration  was  found  aftei*  his  death  among  the  reft 
of. his  papers  i  but  he  was  deterred  from  delivering  it  by  an 
apprehenfion  of  being  torn  in  pieces  by  the  outrageous  mul- 
titude before  be  could  reaich  the  roftra. 
Js  betrayed       He  therefore  put  ofi^  taking  any  refolutipn  till  the  next 
by  Nym-       Jay.     In  the  mean  time,  his  ruin  was  completed  by  one 
^ahand^d    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  fufpeaed,  Nymphidius  Sabinus,  who,  though 
by  his         °^  ^  mean  defcent,  had  been  by  Nero,  upon  the  death  of 
guards*       Fenius  Rufus,  appointed  colleague  of  Tigeilinu^  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  nowcntertained  thoughts 
of  feizing  the  fovereignty  for  himfelf.  '  However,  he  did 
not  immediately  declare  his  ambitious  views ;  but  pretend- 
ing to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Galba,  afiured  the  guards,  that 
Nerp  was  fled,  and  promifed  them  fuch  fums  as  neither 
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4Sa|ba  ner  ^ny  other  was  able  /to,  difcbarge.    T^iepromiff 
iecured  for  the  prefent  the  empire  to  Gaiba,  occadoned  af* 
tennrards  th^  lots  of  it«  and,  Anally,  produced  th^  d^i^ruo 
^on   of  Nymphidiiu  aa4  the  giiard^  th^mfelve^ :  for  thf 
ibidieqr»  thus  deceived,  land  ^mpted  by  .the  promifes  ^ 
%f  ^mphidius,  abaadon^  Nero>  notwitbftapding  their  |oi^ 
and  fworn  feaUy  to  the  houfe  of  the  Caefars,  and  proclaimed 
Galba  emperor ;  even  Tigellinua*  the  chief  author  of  thf 
criBies  that  rendered  Nero's  name  fo  odious  and  deteftabki 
forfook  and  betrayed  him  in  this  extremity.    The  emperor, 
altogether  unacquainted  with  the  treafonable  pra£tices  of 
Tig6}linu6,  awaked  about  midnight  $  when  underftanding, 
to  his  unfpeakable  iurprr^^,  that  his  guards  were  retired, 
Sie  leaped  out  of  bed,  fent  in  great  hfifte  for  his  friends,  and  His  Mght 
none  of  them  obeying  the  fummons,  went  at  lad  in  perfon,  ^^^  'o»- 
attended  by  a  few  domeftics,  to  their  feveral  houfes ;  but  A''*^^'**- 
finding  the  doors «eyery-where  (hut,  ai^d  no  one  deigning 
even  to  return  an  anfwer  to  his  prayers  and  entreaties,  he 
jiaftily  returned  to  his  chamber,  which  he  found  rified,  and 
ftripped  of  all  the  furniture.    The  golden  box,  in  which  he 
Jcept  the  poifon,  prepared  by  the  infamous  Locufta,  being 
likewife  carried  pif,  he  fent  for  Spicillus,  a  celebrated  gla- 
diator, to  difp<itch  hi|Q ;  but  neither  he,  nor  any  other  be- 
ing found  to  undertake  that  taik,  he  exclaimed,  in  a  fie  of 
defpair,  **  ^^hat-^  have  I  in  this  forlorn  condition  neither 
friends  nor  enemies  ?*'   Which  words  he  had  fcarce  uttered,  Fiiis/rom 
when  be  hurried  out  with  a  deCgn  to  throw  himfelf  into  Rome. 
the  Tiber  5  but  he  fuddenly  flopped,  and  wiflied  for  fome 
private  place  to  recollect  himfidf,  and  refume  hi^  courage. 

Hereupon  Pbaon,  ^pne  pf  bis  freedpien,  offered  him  his  . 
country-bou£cu  r^tuated  between  the  Salari^n  and  Numen« 
<tan  roads,  about  four  ^les  from  the  city.  He  accepted  the 
offeri  and,  without  farther  delay^  attended  only  by  four 
perfons,  of  whom  Sporua  was  one,  left  Rome,  meanly  ap- 
^parelled  and  >vorife  mounted,  coi^cealing  his  faqe  through 
icarof  being  difcovered-  JJpon  his  fetting  out,  he  was 
terrified  and  difmayed  by  dreadful  flafties  of  lightning,  aRd 
a  violent  earthquake,  as. if  the  ghofts  of  the  many  perfons 
ie  had  murdered  were  rifing  up,  fays  Dio,  againft  the  up- 
merciful  tyrant.  As  he  paffed  the  camp  of  the  praetorian 
guards,  he  heard  them  curfipg  him,  and  wifhing  profperity 
and  fuccefs  to  Galba.  A  paflenger,  whom  he  met  on  the 
road,  perceiving  him  and  his  attendants,  "  Thefe  (faid 
he),  are  no  doubt  in  purfuit  of  Nero:"  another  aiked  bim^  •'' 

-**  What  news  of  Nero  in  the  city  ?"  His  hoife.ftarting  at 
rthe  fight  of  a  carcafe  that  lay  in  the  way,  the  covering  of 
his  face  was  ihaluen  oiF,  a^dhe  was  known^hy  a  foldier  of 
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the  praetorian  guards,  named  Mii&cius,  who  faluted  bim 
ivith  the  title  of  emperor.   This  falutation  fo  alarmed  Ner-o 
and  hts  attendants,  that  at  the  firft  turning  they  quitted 
their  horfes,  and  betaking  themfelves  to  a  narrow  path  9 
crept  with  much  difficulty  through  bufhes  and  briars  to  the 
wall  which  inclofed  Fhaon*s  groupds,  who  intreated  the 
emperor  to  conceal  himfelf  in  a  fand-pit,  till  he  (hould  find 
means  to  introduce  him  with  more  -fecrecy :  but  Nero  an— 
fwered,  that  he  would  not  be  buried  till  he  was  dead;  and 
lay  concealed  among  the  briars,  while  Phaon  examined  the 
wall,  to  fee  if  he  could  be  admitted  undifcovered. 
Ji'tsfor*  In  the  mean  time  Nero,  prefled  with  thirft,  took  water 

lorn  cm-      ^^^  ^f  ^  ditch  with  his  hands,  faying,  <*  To  this  liquor  is 
^^^^"9         Nero  reduced  :"  he  likewife  cleared  with  his  own  hands  his 
garments  of  the  briars  that  had  duck  to  them.     In  order  to 
procure  a  more  private  accefs  to  the  houfe,  a  hole  was 
opened  in  the  wall,  through  which  \ie  was  dragged,  apd 
conveyed  into  a  room  very  indifFerently  fumiftied,  where 
he  pafTed  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  part  of  the  foU 
lowing  day,  in  fuch  agonies  as  can  hardly  be  expreQed, 
alarmed  at  the  leaft  noile  he  heard,  apprehenfive  that  at 
faflins  were  come  to  murder  hini,  and  not  daring  to  fpeak 
through  fear  of  being  difcovered.    He  now  repented  of  the 
many  crimes  he  had  committed,  wiflied  he  had  purfued  a 
virtuous  condu£):,  was  fenfible  that  tbofe  who  had  advifed 
the  meafures  he  had  followed  were  his  greateft  enemies, 
and  had  conilantly  in  his  mouth  the  following  words,  taken 
out  of  a  tragedy,  intitled  CEdipus  Baniihed,  the  laft  in 
which  he  had  afled ;  *^  My  father,  mother,  and  wife  doom 
me  to  deftruAion  *.**     As  thofe  who  attended  him  were 
conftantly  foliciting  and  importuning  hin^  to  prevent,  by  a 
voluntary  death,  the  dangers  that  threatened  him,  he  at  laft 
ordered  his  grave  to  be  dug,  and  wood  and  water  to  be  pro- 
vided for  waihing  and  burning  his  body,  lamenting  while 
be  gave  thefe  orders  in  a  manner  altogether  unmanly,  and 
often  repeating,  with  many  fighs  and  tears,  **  What  an 
artift  will  the  world  lofe  !  ''* 
Jsittl^r^d       The  news  of  Nero's  flight  filled  the  city  with  joy;  the 
hjthe  ft'     fenate  aiTembled  early  in  the  morning,    and  proclaimed 
^^[m^^io      ^^^^^  emperor ;  and,  having  taken  the  ufual  oaths  to  the 
thifiait^      new  fovereign,  declared  Nero  an  enemy  to  the  ftate,  and 
mnd  en-      doomed  him  to  be  punilhed  more  majorum.     One  of  Pha- 
demuid  to    on's  friends  immediately  difpatched  a  courier,  acquainting 
''^*  him  with  the  tranfaftions  of  the  fenate.     As  foon  as  the 

peflenger  appeared,  Nero  fnatched  the  letter  out  of  his 

«  Suet*  cap*  48.    Dio,  p.  €%y,  '  Suet*  cap.  49. 
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\i^axA  ;  and  finding  that  he  was  declared  an  enemy  to  the 
it^e^  and  doomed  to  be  puniihed  more  majorum,  he  afked, 
w^hat  kind  of  puniihment  that  was.  He  was  informed 
tfaat^  purfuant  to  the  fentence  of  the  fenate,  he  was  to  be 
ftripped  naked,  his  head  to  be  failened  in  a  pillory,  and 
he  in  that  poilure  to  be  whipped  to  death ;  a  defcription 
which  fo  terrified  him,  that  he  fnatched  u^  two  daggers, 
^hicb  he  always  carried  about  with  him,  feemingly  deterr 
mined  to  anticipate  in  that  inftant  the  execution  of  fo  crud 
«  fenteiicc  by  a  voluntary  death;  but  after  trying  their  ^gfran 
points  ^ith  a  trembling  hand,  he  flieathed  them  again,  gnat 
faying,  that  his  fatal  hour  was  not  yet  come :  then  turn-  meamiffu 
ing  to  Sporus,  be  defired  him  to  begin  his  complaints  and 
lamentations,  fince^  the  fatal  moment  approached.  He  be- 
trayed fuch  cowardice  as  to  intreat,  with  many  tears,  that 
fome  of  his  attendants  would,  by  their  example,  encourage 
him  to  die  with  refolution  and  intrepidity.  But  none 
(hewing  the  lead  inclination  to  animate  him  at  the  expence 
of  their  own  lives,  he  drove  to  raife  bis  drooping  fpirits 
with  the  following  words :  f*  Courage,  Nero,  courage  I 
fuch  pufillanimity  in  an  emperor  is  bafe  and  di(honourable ; 
the  pains  of  death  are  but  ihort  and  momentary ;  ftrike 
boldly/' 

Thus  he  continued  animating  himfelf,  but  to  no  efFe£t| 
till  hearing  the  noife  of  fome  horfemen  fent  by  the  fenate 
to  feize  him,  and  bring  him  alive  to  Rome,  he  exclaimed, 
.  in  a  Greek  verfe,  *  . 

ht  difmal  noife  of  horfes  ftrikes  my  ears  j 

and,  drawin.g  a  dagger,  put  it  to  his  throat  \  but  his  cou- 
rage failing  him,  he  befought  Epaphroditus,  his  freed, 
man  and  fecretary,  to  give  him  his  afliftance.  He  com- 
plied with  great  relu£l:ahce,  and  paid  dear  for  it,  being  af- 
terwards put  to  death  by  Domitian  for  imbruing  his  hands 
in  the  blood  of  the  Caefars.  Before  he  was  entirely  dead, 
the  centurion  fept  by  the  fenate  to  apprehend  him,  entered 
the  room  \  and  pretending  he  was  come  to  his  relief,  endea- 
voured to  ftop  the  blood  :  Nero  gave  him  no  other  anfwer 
than,  "  It  is  too  late  :  is  this  your  fidelity  and  allegiance  ?**  Y"**  of  ^^* 
With  which  words  he  expired,  his  eyes  flaring  in  a  fright-  a  *n*  6 
ful  manner,  to  the  great  amazement  of  the  fpeftators  «.  xj.  C:  X17. 

Upon  the  firft  rumour  of  his  death,  one  of  Galba's  freed-  -^ \ 

men,  not  trufting  to  common  report,  repaired  to  the  place  His  dtath, 
where  his  body  lay ;  and  having  beheld  the  lifelefs  carcafe 
extended  on  the  ground,  all  covered  with  gore,  haftened 

t  Sueton.  cap.  49. 
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to  Spain  with  the    important  tidings  \      Many  Qthejr^ 
prompted  )3y  the  like  curiofity,  flocked  to  Fhaon's  country* 
houfe.    His  death  being  no  longer  qoeftioned,  the  joy  of 
nijey  of  ^  Roman  people  was  fo  great  and  univerfal,  that  they 
tht  Koman  paraded  the  ftreits  with  fuch  caps  on  their  beads,  as  were 
t^^*        worn  by  manumitted  flaves,  congratulating  one  another 
.  upon  their  deliverance  from  fo  hard  a  bondage,  overturned 
and  dafhed  in  pieces  moft  of  Nero's  (tatues,  and  killed  as 
many  of  his  friends  as  fell  into  their  hands.    Such  was  the 
miferable  end  of  Nero,  the  fixth  emperor  of  Rome,  who 
^by  his  unparalleled  iniquities,   deferved  the  misfortunes 
which  befel  him.    He  died  in  the  thirty-firft  year  of   his 
age,  having  reigned  thirteen  years  and  about  eight  months. 
We  need  not  enlarge  on  his  charader,  fince  the  name  of 
Nero  is  by  moft  nations  made  ufe  of  emphatically  to  ex^v 
pref}  a  barbarous,  furious,  and  abandoned  tyrant.    Pliny 
calls  him  the  common  enemy  and  fury  of  mankind  ',  and 
moft  writers  exhibit  him  as  the  pattern  of  a  mercilefs  ty- 
rant \  and  indeed  his  whole  life  feems  to  have  been  a  con- 
ftant  ftruggle,  to  (hew  how  abandoned ly  wicked,  how  eze^ 
crably  bad  a  human  creature  can  be,  when  vefted  with 
great  power.     The  only  thing  he  earneftly  commended  to 
his  attendants  before  he  died  was,  that  his  head  might  not 
be  put  off,  but  his  body  burnt  entire.     His  requeft  was  rea- 
dily granted  by  Icelus,  one  of  Calba's  freedmen,  who  like* 
wife  allowed  his  obfequies  to  be  performed  with  the  ufual 
folemnity. 
Wsa/bes         His  afhes  were  carefully  depofitcd  in  the  ftately  monu-r 
dipofitedin  ment  of  the  Domitian  family  by  his  concubine  A£le,  apd. 
tht  f^onu'    j^Q  other  women,  who,  in  his  infancy,  had  been  charged 
we/it  of  thi       .  .     .  ^  f .  '  T.T      "^  1       ° 

Domitian  ^''"  ^"^  ^'^^^  ^'  "*^  education,  tie  was  not  an  eloquent 
{amilj,  fpeaker,  Seneca  having  diverted  him,  if  Suetonius  is  to  be 
credited,  from  perufing  the  works  of  the  ancient  orators, 
left  he  Oiould  defpife  his  ftyle  and  compoGtions.  He  bad 
a  genius  for  poetry,  and  wiote  verfes  with  great  eafe  :  fome 
indeed  accused  him  of  plaglarifm  ;  but  from  this  imputa- 
tion Suetonius  clears  him,  aiTuring  us^  that  fropi  the  tab- 
lets orj  which  he  wrote,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  tbofe 
times,  and  which  our  author  narrowly  examined,  it  evi- 
dently appeared,  that  the  verfes  were  neither  tranfcribed 
by  him,  nor  diilated  by  another,  being  effaced,  interlined, 
and  correfted,  as  thoughts  or  expreffions  occurred  to  him, 
which  he  liked  better  ^.  Though  he  died  generally  hated 
and  abhorred,  yet  the  vulgar,  abandoned  to  debauchery, 
and  corrupted  by  the  idle  amufements  of  the  theatre  and 

h  Plut.  Vit.  Galb.  1  Pljn.  lib.  vii.  cap.  8.  k  SuetoQ. 
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prcus,  began  foon  to  regret  the  lofs  of  a  prince,  bf  whofe  rhepapu- 
infamous  vices  they  fubfifted.     Hen.ce  thejr  flocked  to  his  laa  r^nt 
tomb,  adorned 'it  with  flpwers,  and  carried  his  images,  in  hisiojs. 
a  fort  of  triumph.    Vologefes  likewife,  king  of  the  Par- 
thians,  fbewed  a  particular  refpec^.for  Nero^^fter  his  deat£, 
gold  by  the  ajnbaffadprs,  whom  he  feijtjto  the  fen^e  tQ  re- 
new his  alliance  with  the  lioman  people,  earn.eftly  begged, 
that  the  memory  of  Nero  might  be  revcfied,  and  a  menu* 
ment  ereded  to  hin>.     Spme  even  pretended,  that  he  was 
.not  dead,  but  would  foon  appear  again,  and  take  vengeance 
of  his  enemies :  edids  were  publicly  hung  up,  faid  to  be 
iflued  by  him  j  and  foon  after  a  flave,  \yho  greatly  refem- 
bled  him,  and  was  no  }efs  fkilled  in  finging  and  playing 
ppon  the  harp^  attempted  to  impofe  upon  the  provinces  of 
^a  and  Acbaia  for  the  dpceafed  prince ;  bwt  was  fcize4 
^nd  executpd  in  the  ifland  of  Cythnus  ^  ^ 

Several  cpunterfeit  Nero^  appeared  afterwards ;  one  ef- 
pecially  in  the  feign  pf  jthe  emperor  Domitian,  near  twenty  Sevtral 
years  after  the  true  Nero  was  dead,  created  great  difturb-  counterfeit 
ances  in  the  Eaft,  where  he  was  followed  by  vaft  crowds.  ^<^w. 
Artabanes,  who  then  reigned  in  Parthia,  efpoufed  his  caufe^ 
and  fent  him  powerful  fuccours ;  but  was  at  length  pre- 
vailed upon  to  abandon  the  impoftor,  and  deliver  him  up  tp 
^he  Romans  *».     The  family  of  the  Caefars,  propferly  fpeak- 
ing,  ended  in  Caligula,  who  had  been  adopted  by  Til^erius ; 
but  never thelefs,  as  Nero  was  defcended  from  Auguftus  by 
his  mother  Agrippina,  the  houfe  of  the  C^fars  is  faid  tp 
^ave  ended  in  this  emperor  (X). " 

CHAP. 

1  Dio,  lib.  1^17.  p.  73^.  IP  Siieton.  cap.  57.    Tacit.  Hift.    . 

lib.  !•  cap.  X. 

(X)  The  reigp  of  Nero  was  laterrae,  a  city  of  Hetruria,    At 

dilVipguifhed  by  feveral  writers  the  age  of  fixteen  he  ftudied 

of  eminence.     Fabius  Rufticus  philofophy,  together  with  Lq- 

wrote  the  hiftory  of  his  own  can,  under  Annspus  Cornutus, 

time,  and  is  frequently  quoted  by  the  facnpus  Stoic.      He  was  a 

Tacitus;  though,  in  the oplniop  man  of  a  mild  temper,  of  an 

of  that  impartial  writer,  he  be-  ynblemiihed  character,  of  ex- 

trayed  too  much  ze^l  ih  ^xtoU-  traordinary  modeily,   and  un- 

ing  Senega,  to  whqfe  friendfhip  bounded  beneiicence-  Thefuh- 
he  was  chiefly  indebted  for  thp  ^  jed  of  his  fatires  arp  the  faults 

plentiful  fortune  he  poiTeffed.  of  the  orators  and  poets  of  his 

jjl.    Perfius    Fl^ccus   acquired  time,   >vhom  he  expofes  with 

great  fame  by  his  Satires.     He  great   humour    and,  elegance, 

wasofanequeftrianfamily,allied  without  fparing  Nero  himfelfi 

^  ^o  the  m<^  illuilrious  families  Caefius  BaiTus  died  about  the 

^n  Rome.     He  was  born  in  Vo-  letter  end  of  Nero's  reign,  and 

left 
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CHAP.         LIII. 

From  the  Death  of  Nero  to  the  Death  of  Vi^ 
telliuSf  when  the  Empire  became  hereditary  a 
fecond  Time. 

SErvius  Sulpkius  Galba,  the  fcventh  emperor,  was,  by 
his  father,  defcended  by  the  Sulpitian  family,  one  of 
the  mod  ancient  and  illuftrious  in  Rome.  Sulpitius  Galba 
governed  Spain,  in  quality  of  praetor,  and  was  the  chief 

caufe 


left  behind  him  federal  poetical 
pieces  highly  efteemed.  He 
excelled  in  lyrics ;  but  fell  far 
ihort  of  Horace  (i).  Lucan 
was  put  to  death  by  Nero's  or- 
ders. His  chief  performance 
is  his  Pharfalia,  wherein  he  dci- 
fcribes  the  war  between  Caefar 
and  Pompey,  in  the  opinion  of 
Quintilian,  more  like  an  orator 
than  a  poet  (2).  A  Greek  wo- 
man, named  Pamphyla,  g&ined 
great  reputation  under  Nero, 
by  a  general  hiftory,  which  fhe 
comprifcd  in  thirty-three  books, 
well  known  to  the  ancients,  but 
not  tranfmitted  to  modern 
times  (3).  Andromachus,  a 
native  of  Crete,  by  profeffion  a 
phyfician,  infcribed  to  Nero  a 
Greek  poem  on  treacle,  pre- 
ferred among  the  works  of  Ga- 
len (4). 

But  of  all  the  writers  who 
ik)uri(hed  under  Nero,  themoft 
renowned,  without  difpute,  is 
the  philofopher  L.  Annaeus  Se- 
neca. He  applied  himfelf  firft 
to  theftudy  ot  eloquence  under 
his  father,  and  afterwards  em^ 
braced,  with  great  ardour,  the 
philofophy  ot  the  Stoics,  hav- 


ing for  his  inftru^rs  Attalus, 
Sotion,   and  others.     By    hit 
firft  wife,  whofe  name  has  not 
been  tranfmitted  tons,  he  bad 
a  fon  named  Marcus.    To  his 
fecond  wife  he  took  Poropeia 
Paulina,  probably  the  daughter 
of  Pompeius  Paulinus,  who,  in 
the  firft  year  of  Nero's  reign, 
commanded    in    Lower   Ger- 
many.   Though  Seneca   pro- 
fefled  a  philofophical   life,  he 
has  been  accufed  of  many  things 
altogether  unworthy  of  that  pro- 
feffion, DioCaflius  charges  him 
with  many  abominable  practices, 
and  even  with  having  taught  his 
pupil    Nero    thofe    unnatural 
crimes,  which  will  render  his 
name  infamous  to   the    lateft 
pofterity    (5).      Neverthelefs, 
that  writer  does  not'  betray  the 
leaft    prejudice    againft    him ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  bcftows 
frequently  high  elogiums  upon 
him.    Though    he   pften- de- 
claimed, with  great  zeal,  againft 
riches,  yet,  in  the  fpace  ot  four 
years,  partly  by  the  favour  of 
the  prince,  partly  by  exceflive 
ufury,  and  hunting  after  tefta- 
ments    and    inheritances,    he 


(1)  PHn.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  4.         (1)  Qnint.  lib.  x.  cap.  1.     '    (3)  VoC 
Hilt.  Grace,  lib.  ii.  cap.  7,  (4)  idem,  Poet.  Grsec.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7. 

(f)  Dio,  m  Excerpt.  Val.  p.  685, 


The  Roman  Hiftary.  tfi 

ciitire  of  the  war  with  Viriatus,  the  celebrated  leader  of  the 
L.uGtanians.    He  was  aftewards  created  conful ;  bat  ac- 
quired greater  renown  by  his  eloquence  than  by  the  offices 
he  bore,  being  'efteemed  the  moft  eloquent  orator  of  his 
time.     .  His  grandfon,  Sergius  Galba,  fcrvcd  with  great  re- 
putation under  Julius  Casfar,  and  diilinguiflied  himfelf  in 
the  Gkiuliih  war ;  but  afterwards^  imputing  the  lofs  of  the 
con'fulfliip  to  the  ill  offices  of  the  didiator,  he  joined  Brutus 
and  Caffius,  and  was,  on  that  account,  condemned  by  the 
Pedian  law.     His  fon  Servius  Galba,  was  more  famous  for 
his  ftudles  than  his  employments  \  for  he  was  not  advanced 
above    the  degree  of  a  praetor,  when  he  publifhed  feveral 
Yklftories,  which  are  greatly  extolled  by  the  ancients.     His 
fon,  Sergius  Galba,  married  Mummia  Achaica,  the  grand- 
daughter of  the  celebrated  Q.  LutatiusCatuius  Capitolinus, 
aiid  great  grand-daughter  of  L.  Mummius,  who  took  and 
rafed  Corinth.    By  her  he  had  two  fons,  Caius  and  Ser- 
vius  Sulpitius  Galba  the  emperor.    Caius,  having  in  his 
youth  fquandered  away  his  eftate,  led  a  retired  life  in  the 
country,   till  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  Tiberius's  reign  ; 
when,  upon  receiving  a  letter  from  that  prince,  forbidding 
him  to  draw  his  lot  for  a  province,  he  laid  violent  hands 
on  himfelf.    The  prefent  emperor  was  born  on  the  twenty-  His  birtk* 
fourth  of  December,  in  the  fifth  year  before  the  common 
Chriftian  xra.     His  mother,    Mummia  Achaica,    dying 
while  he  was  an  infant,  his  father  foon  after  took  to  his  fe- 
cond  wife  Livia  Ocellina,  a  lady  of  great  quality  and  wealth. 
She  adopted  young  Galba,  who  thereupon  aiTumed  the  name 
of  L.  Livius  Ocella ;  which,  however,  he  feems  to  have 
retained  but  a  fhort  fime  (Y).     He  was  well  verfed  in  all 
the  liberal  fciences,  efpecially  in  the  civil  law.     He  mar- 

amaiTed  an  immenfe  treafure.  all,  his  works  deferve  the  high- 

To  his  ufuiy,  and  iniquitous  ex-  eft  efteem,  for  the  refined  rrio- 

tortions,  Dio  Caflius*T:hiefly  a-  rals  they  contain  and  inculcate ; 

fcribestherevolt  of  the  Britons,  and  every  reader  will   find  in 

Tacitus,  who  fpeaks  of  him  as  them  powerful  motives  to  em- 

fevourably  as  he  thought  con-  brace,   and  excellent  rules  to 

fiftent  with  truth,  owns,    that  purfue,  a  virtuous  life, 
he  courted  popular  efteem,  and         (Y)  We  are  told  by  Sueto- 

was  greedy  of  applaufe  (6) ;  and  nius,  that  while  he  was  one  day 

both  Suetonius  and  Quintilian  amongft  other  noble  youths  of 

tells   us,    that  he  decried  the  his  own  age  faluting  Auguftus, 

eloquence  of  the  ancient  ora-  the  emperor  laying  his  hand 

tors,  that  his  own  might  be  the  upon  his  head,  "  And  you  too, 

more  efteemed.     His  ftylc  has  my   fon,  (faid  he),  Ihall  one 

been  decried  both  by  ancient  day  taftc  of  empire." 
and  modern  critics :  but  after 

(6)  Annal.  lib.  xlii.  cap.  iz. 

ried 
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His  iduem^  nM  Iffpldx*  defoelided  of  an  illuftribus  family  ;  but  A<f^ 
ifMr,  iRMT-    and  the  two  fons  he  had  by  her,  dying,  he  led  ever  after  ^ 
riagi^&c*  fingle  life,  xjotwithftanding  the  folidtations  of  Agrippina: 
the  mother  of  Nero,  become  a  widow  by  the  death  oiF  Doi- 
mttius.     She  had  conceived  a  great  paffion  for  him^  while 
his  wife  was  living  \  which  occafioned  ^  quarrel  betweeir 
her  and  the  mother  of  Lepida,  who  publicly  upbraided  her 
with  her  fcandalous  condu£b  **. 
His  pre»         He  was,  by  the  intefeft  of  Livia,  preferred  to  employments 
Jirmemts.     before^  the  age  required  by  the  laws.     During  his  praetor- 
fliip,  he  diverted  th^  people,  at  the  (ports  called  rloralia^ 
with  ele|yhant3  walking  upon  the  rope.     When  his  praetor- 
fliip  was  expired,  he  was  appointed  governor  of  Aquitain, 
and  about  a  year  after  raifed  to  the  ccmfulihip,  in  which  of- 
fice he  fucceeded  L.  Domitius,  the  father  of  Nero,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Salvius  Otho,  the  father  of  Otho,  who 
was  his  fucceflbr  in  the  empire.     Caligula  named  him  td 
the  command  of  the  legions  in  Germany,  in  the  room  of 
GetuHcus;  which  truft  he  difcharged  with  great  reputation, 
having,  in  a  fliort  time,  reftored  the  ancient  difctpline, 
which  his  predeceiFor  had  entirely  neglefted.    Befides,  he 
repulfed,  with  great  bravery,  the  Germans,  who  had  made 
an  inroad  into  Gaul ;  an  exploit  which  gained  him  the  fa- 
vour and  cfteem  of  Caligula.     Upon  the  death  of  that  em- 
peror, he  was  earneftly  folicited,  by  many  perfons  of  great 
intereft  atid  power,  to  feize  the  empire  for  himfelf ;  but  he, 
without  hearkening  to  their  propofals,  obliged  his  troops  to 
take  the  ufual  oaths  to  Claudius,  who  thereupon  received 
him  into  the  number  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,  and  ever 
after  ftievjrcd  fo  great  an  efteem  for  him,  that  being  upon 
the  point  of  fctting  out  on  his  expedition  into  Britain,  he 
poftponed  his  journey  for  fome  days,  on  account  of  a  flight 
indifpofition  which  feized  Gaiba.     Some  time  after,  Africa 
being  niuch  haralTed  with  inteftine  troubles,  and  the  inva- 
tions  of  the  neighbouring  Barbarians,   he  was,   without 
drawing  lots,  according  to  cuftom,  fent  into  that  province 
in  quality  of  proconful,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  even  above 
thofe  who  had  gained  the  greateft  reputation  in  that  go- 
vernment.    He  remained  there  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  reftored,  with  great  pA^udence,  and  neceflary  feve- 
rit!y,  the  province  to  its  former  tranquility.     Upon  his  re- 
turn from  Africa,  he  was  honoured  with  the  triumphal  or- 
naments, and  admitted  among  the  Titian  priefts,  and  the 
priefts  of  Auguftus.     From  this  time,  to  the  middle  of 
Nero's  reign,  he  led  a  retired  life,  fearful  of  giving  the  ty- 

^  Sueton.  in  Galb.  cap.  5. 

rant 
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rsmt  umbrage.  During  bis  retirement  he  never  ftjrred  qui^ 
even  to  take  the  air,  wi(^out  a  cart  containing  a  vaft  fum 
of  money,  that  he  might  not  be  reduced  to  want,  in  cafe 
he  llionld  have  found  it  necefTary  to  confult  hi«  fafety  by  a 
fudden  flight. 

nphds  he  lived)  till  Nero,  without  folicitation,  named bim  h  app9ini» 
to  the  government  of  Hifpania  Tarraconenfis.     He  govern^  id  fy  Ner0 
ed  th  at  province  eight  years,  at  firft  with  excei&ve  rigour,  if^'^nor 
of  \irliich  authors  give  us  feveral  inftances :    however,  by  ^."'fP^^^ 
degrees  he  abated  of  bis  feverity,  through  fear  of  giving  ui^fis* 
l^erc^  occalion  of  jealoufy,  and  abandoned  himfelf,  con- 
traiy  to  his  inclination,  to  iloth  and  idlenefs,  faying,  that 
no  man  could  be  called  to  account  for  doing  nothing  *.     Ne- 
▼crthclcfs,  he  neglected  to  fupprefs  the  many  bitter  lam^ 
poons  which  were  handed  about,  again  ft  Nero,  and  fung 
throughout  his  province,  or  to  enquire  after,  or  punifh  the 
authors  of  them.     He  could  not  check  the  cruelties  and  ex- 
tortions pra£lifed  by  the  imperial  procurators,  whofe  pro- 
vince it  was  to  colled  the  taxe^  and  other  duties  belonging 
to  the  revenue  j  but  openly  Ihewed  a  tender  concern  for 
the  fuffcrings  of  the  opprcffed  people,  which  gained  him 
the  hearts  of  the  natives,  but  provoked  the  emperor's  of- 
ficers to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  at  their  inftigation,  Nero  had 
already  ordered  him  to  be  privately  difpatched.     Before 
thefe  orders  could  be  put  in  execution,  he  openly  revolted 
in  the  manner  we  have  related  ?• 

We  left  Galba  at  Clunia,  a  city  of  his  province,  whither 
he  had  retired  in  the  utmoft  confternatiori,  upon  the  news 
of  the  death  of  Vindex,  and  the  declaration  of  Virginius,  not 
to  feize  the  empire  himfelf,  nor  fufFer  any  one  elfe  to  af- 
fume  it,  who  was  not  chofen  by  the  fenate.     While  he  was 
deliberating  with  his  friends  what  meafures  to  take,  and  in 
the  utmoft  dcfpair,  ready  to  kill  himfelf,  his  freedman  Vi- 
cellius  arrived  in  fcven  days  from  Rome :  underftanding,^ 
upon  hi$  arrival,  that  Galba  was  repofing  in  his  chamber, 
he  opened  the  door,  and  entering  in  fpite  of  his  guards, 
acquainted  him,  that  Nero  was  dead  ;  and  that  he  (Galba)  Galba  re- 
was  declared  emperor,  by  the  army,  fenate,  and  people.  cei*vis  th§ 
This  intelligence  flew  immediately  through  the  neighbour-  »^*«"// 
irtg  cities,  and  drew  vaft  crowds  to  Clunia  :  Galba  received  ^*^')// 
them  in  the  moft  condefcending  manner,  and  communicated 
to  them  the  news  he  had  received.     Two  days  after,  Titus 
Vinius,  tribune  of  the  only  legion  then  in  the  province, 
having  received  from  his  friends  in  Rome  a  diftindt  account 
ef  what  had  pafled  in  the  capital,  left  the  camp,  and  tm-. 

*  Suet,  cap.  6— 9.  F  Dio^  libt  Ixiii.  p-725. 

parted 
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pstrt^d  it  to  his  general.    Nor  was  it  long  before  me&ngcff^ 
arrived  from  the  confuts  Silius  an^  TracnaluS)  who,  though 
depofed  by  Nero,  had,  upon  his  death,  refumed  the  fafcesj 
with  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  declaring  Galba  emperor^ 
and  veiling  him  with  the  fovcreign  power  ^, 
Hijetsdut       He  no  fooner  received  the  decrees  of  the  fenate  than  lie 
fir  Rome,    left  Spain  and  fet  out  for  Rome,  attended  by  his  Spanifli 
guard,   by  his  chief  friends,   and  by  Otho,  propraetor  of 
Lufitania,  the  firft  governor  who  had  declared  for  him  9 
but  advanced  flowly,  being,  on  account  of  his  age,  carried 
*  the  whole  way  in  a  litter.     The  only  perfon  whom  Galba 
feemed  to  dread  and  fufped,  was  Virginius  Rufiis,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  in  Germany ;  had  ac- 
quired great  reputation  by  the  defeat  of  Vindex,  and  was 
Virgimus     greatly  beloved    by  thefoldiery  :    biit  he,    though   ear- 
refufes  thi   neftly  preffed  to  aflume  the  fovereignty,  not  only  by  the 
empin.        troops  under  his  command,  but  likewife  by  deputies  from 
the  legions,  which,  by  Nero's  orders,  had  crofTed  over  from 
Illyricum  into  Italy,  continued  firm  to  his  firft  refolution  of 
referving  to  the  fenate  the  power  of  electing  an  emperor  ; 
and,  when  certain  news  were  brought  him  of  Nero's  death, 
Jie  ftill  perfifted  in  rcfufing  the  title  of  emperor,  though  his 
foldiers  bound  thenffelves  by  a  folemn  oath  to  fuppoft  him 
to  the  laft  extremity  %  and  one  of  the  tribunes,  forcing  his 
way  into  his  tent,  with  his  drawn  fword,  threatened  to  kill 
him  on  the  fpot,  if  he  continued  to  withftand  the  ardent 
wiflies  of  the  whole  army. 
ObUies  his       When  he  received  from  Rome  a  certain  account  of  the 
legions  to     refolutions  of  the  fenate,  he  immediately  took  the  oath  of 
acknowlegi  fidelity  to  the  new  emperor,  and  per fuaded,  not  without 
C«/^«.        much  difficulty,  the  troops  under  his  command  to  abandon 
all  thoughts  01  raifing  him  to  the  empire,  which  by  the  fe- 
nate had  been  decreed  to  another.     Galba  was  fo  pleafed 
with  bis  loyal  and  generous  conduft,  that  he  immodiatel'y 
fent  for  him,  with  a  defign  to  have  him  near  his  perfon, 
and  confer  upon  him  fuch  rewards  as  his  fidelity  deferved. 
Virginius  received  with  the  utmoft  refpe£t  Flaccus  Hordeo- 
nius,  who  was  appointed. to  command  in  his  room,  Vefign- 
ed  the  army  to  him,  and  fet  out,  without  delay,  to  meet 
the  emperor,  who  already  approached  the  frontiers  of  Gaul. 
Is  received  Upon  his  arrival,  he  ^was  received  very  coldly  by  Galba, 
totdh  by      without  the  leaft  token,  fays  Plutarch,  of  afFeftion  or  ha- 
Gafha.        ttt^^  of  gratitude  or  refentment.     The  emperor  had  a  per- 
fonal  value   and  efteem  for  him,  and  would  have  raifed 
him,,  had  he  followed  his  own  inclination,  to  the  chief  em* 

i  Plut.  Vit.  Galb. 
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tsloyments  in  the  ftate  :  but  Titus  Vinius*  who  had  already 
gained  a  great  afcendency  over  Gaiba,  and  was  jeaious  of 
>/"irginiu8,  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  eftrange  from 
Him  the  mind  6f  the  emperor,  and  to  put  a  fiop  to  his  pro- 
motion. Galba,  upon  his  arrival  at  Narbonne,  received 
^he  ambaifadors  fent  to  him  from  the  fenate  in  a  mofl: 
obliging  manner,  and  invited  them  to  an  entertainment,  at 
^vi^bich  he  refufed  to  make  ufe  of  the  Giver  and  gold  plate 
ixrhich  belotiged  to  Nero,  contenting  himfelf  with  his  own  ^ 
a  circumftance  which  ihewed  that  he  utterly  defpifed  all  , 
ponop  and  outward  appearances  of  grandeur.  However, 
fie  was  foon  perfuaded  by  Vinius  to  alter  his  conduA  in  this 
{^articular,  and  put  upon  other  meafures,  which  hafiened 
his  ruin  (Z). 

Nymphidius  Sabinus,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken  in  the  Nymphi' 
preceding  reign,  having,  by  his  immenfe  largefTes,  gained  '^'**  ^^^^ 
the  aiFeftions  of  the  prwtorian  guards,  and  perfuading  him-  J'/J/'^^T' 
felf  that  Galba,  by  reafon  of  his  infirmities  and  old  age,  pire!^^" 
-would  never  reach  the  capital,  ufurpcd  all  the  authority  ;^t 
Rome.    Prefuming  upon  his  intereft,  he  obliged  TigellinuSf 
v^ho  commanded,  jointly  with  him,  the  praetorian  guards, 
to  reiign  his  commiffion^     He  made  feveral  magnificent 
and  expenfive  entertainments^  inviting  fuch  as  had  been 
confuls,  or  had  commanded  armies,  diftributed  large  funis 
among  the  people,  and  with  ihews  and  other  diverfionsy 
which  he  daily  exhibited,  gained  fo  great  an  intereft  with 
all  ranks,  that  he  already  looked  upon  himfelf  as  fovereigh* 
The  fenate,  dreading  his  power,  conferred  extraordinary 
honours  upon  him,  ftyled  him  their  prote£lor,  attended  him 
when  he  appeared  in  public,  and  had  recourfe  to  him  for 
the  confirmation  of  their  decrees,  as  if  he  had  been  already 
invefted  with  the  fovereign  power.    This  bafe  compliance 

(Z)  He  treated  with  the  ut-  Cornelius  Marcellus,  to  be  put 

mod    fe verity  tome   cities    of  to  death,  and  with  them,  if  we 

Spain  and  Gaul  that  had  been  believe  Suetonius  (8),  even  their 

backward  in  acknowleging  him,  wives  and  children,  for  having 

publiflicd  threatening  edicts  a-  refufed  to  join  him,  when  h« 

gainft  them,  and  deprived  them  firft  revolted  from  Nero.    At 

of  great  part  of  their  territories,  Galba  was  known  to  be  a  man 

loading  them  with  heavy  taxes,  of  a  humane  temper,  and  na« 

and  caufing  their  walls  to  be  turally  averfe  to  all  manner  of 

pulled  down  (7).    In  Gaul  he  cruelty,  thefe  executions  wer^s 

ordered  Vettius  Chilo,   and  in  generally  imputeJl  to  Vinius, 

Spain  Obultronius  Sabinus,  and  and  his  other  favourites . 

(7)  Tacit.  Hid.  lib.i,  cap.  53.  C*)  Sueton.  cap.  13. 
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Hispowir  elated  bim  to  fiich  a  degree,  that  he  ufurped,  nbt  ieifiiiely 
iit  Romi,      and  by  degrees*  but  ail  at  once,  an  abfolute  authority. 

Though  he  a£ted  as  fov^reign,  he  had  not  yet  openly  de- 
clared his  defign  of  feizing  the  empire ;  but  w&en  he  ViXh^ 
derftood  that  Galba  was  already  in  Gaul,  and  approached 
the  borders  of  Italy,  that  Cornelius  Laco  aad  Titus  Vinius 
'were  appointed  commanders  of  the  praetorian  guards,  he 
fummoned  the  officers  under  his  command ;  and,  after  ha ir— 
Attempts  to  ing  bitterly  inveighed  againft  Galba's  favourites,  who,  he 
fiirupihe    fjij^^  would  excrcife  the  fame  power  and  authority  which 
^["arjllo     ^^^  ^^^^  ufurped  by  Tigellinus,  if  they  were  allowed  time 
^mrevoltl     to  eftablifli  themfelves,  he  exhorted  them  to  fend  ambaffa- 
dors  to  the  emperor,  and  require,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
army,  that  he  would  difcharge  from  his  fervice  Laco  and 
Vinius.     If  Galba  complied  with  their  requeft,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  the  whole  power  would  devolve  upon  him,  (ince 
he  had  contributed  more  than  any  other  to  the  ruin  of  Nero 
and  promotion  of  Galba ;  and  this  power  he  defigned  to 
'  make  ufe  of  againft  Galba  himfelf :  if  the  emperor  reje£led 
the  petition  of  the  army,  his  refufal,  he  hoped,  would 
eftrange  their  minds  from  him,  and  difpofe  them  to  a  re- 
volt.    The  officers  did  not  approve;  of  the  motion  ;  on  th^ 
contrary,  they  thought  it  abfurd  and  unreafonabl^  to  direA 
an  emperor  of  Galba's  years  and  experience,  and  tell  him 
who  of  his  friends  were  to  be  trufted,  and  who  difcharged. 
Nymphidius,  therefore,  changed  his  meafures;  and,. con- 
trary to  the  advice  of  Clodius  Celfus,  a  native  of  Antioch^ 
his  mtimate  friend,  refolved  no  longer  to  conceal  his  defign. 
Accordingly  he  imparted  it,  without  difguife,  to  fome  of 
the  officers,  and  they  to  the  foldiers  under  their  command ; 
it  was  alfo  agreed,  that  Nymphidius  fhould  be  conveyed 
that  night  into  the  camp,  and  there  proclaimed  emperor  t 
but  Anfonius  Honcratus,  one  of  the  tribune's,  touched  with 
remorfe,  alTembled  bis  men  in  the  evening,  renounced  the 
confedieracy,  and  encouraged  them  to  continue  fteady  in 
their  allegiance  to  Galba.     The  difcourfe  of  the  tribune 
brought  all  who  heard  him  over  to  his  fentiments  ;  fo  that 
they  refolved  to  maintain  inviolably  the  oath  which  they 
had  taken  to  Galba.     Moft  of  the  other  cohorts  joined 
them ;  and)  with  loud  fhouts,  again  proclaimed  Galba  em* 
peror. 
Hegois  to        Nvmphidius  hearing  the  noife,  and  either  imagining  they 
tAe  <amp,    pf^claimed  him,  or  fearing  fome  infurredion,  haftened  to 
I  the  camp,  by  torch-light,  and  holding  a  fpeech  in  his  hand 

compofed  by  Ciconius  Varro,  which  he  intended  to  pro- 
nounce to  the  army.  Upon  bis  arrival  at  the  camp,  he 
ibund  the  gates  (hut,  and  the  foldiers  under  arms  on  the 

ramparts. 
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mmiprtrts.    Usefe  eircumftances  greatly  alarmed  him  $  but 
ioevcrthdefa  advancing  nearer,  he  afked  them,  what  they 
defigned,  and  by  whofe  orders  they  had  taken  arms  ?  To 
tikis  queflion  they  anfwcired  with  one  voice,  *•  We  aie  do* 
^crmined  to  acknowkge  no  other  emperor  than  Galba/* 
Xifymphidiusj    pretending  to  concur  in  their  fentimenta, 
commended  iheir  fidelity  \  and  not  yet  defpairing  of  being 
able  by  large  promifes  to  gain  them  over  to  bis  intereft,  or« 
dered  them  to  open  the  gates  to  their  general.   They  obey- 
ed ;  but  Nymphidius,  upon  his  firft  entering  the  caoip,  was 
faluted  with  a  dart,  which  Septimius,  who  marched  before 
him,  received  on  his  fliield*    The  traitor  immediately  fled ; 
but  being  cl6fely  purfucd  by  the  foldiery,  wa3  overtaken  h  thwi 
and  flain.    His  body  was  dragged  through  the  eamp,  and  ^^^^ 
next  morning  expofed  to  public  view  in  an  inclofure  made 
for*  that  purpofe  '.     Galba  being  at  the  fame  time  informed  tits  accam' 
of  the  treafon,  and  the  puni(bment  infli£ledon  the  traitor,  p^jaspum. 
difpatched  orders  to  the  fenate,  enjoining  them  to  put  all  ^f^^-^ 
bis  accomplices  to  death  without  diftin^lion.     This  com-  ,r^r^/ 
mand  was  confidered  as  murdering  fo  many  innocent  peo- 
ple, as  they  were  executed  without  being  heard  in  their 
own  defence*    Every  one  expe£led,  from  a  man  of  Galba^s 
years  and  experience,  a  quite  different  condu£i: ;  and  there- 
fore the  whole  city  was  greatly  alarmed  at  fuch  illegal  and 
arbitrary  proceedings  ^     But  what  occafioned  a  greater  fur-  Galbd's 
prize,  was  his  ordering  Petronius  Turpilianus,  who  hzd'^'^fi^M' 
been  conful  in  the  eighth  year  of  Nero's  reign,  to  be  put  ^^^fi*^^' 
to  death,  for  no  other  crime  than  being  faithful  to  that    '*^* 
prince,  and  afting  as  general  under  him.    From  thefe  hafty 
and  illegal  executions^  it  was  generally  concluded,  that  the 
new  prince  would  not  obferve  that  moderation  in  his  ac- 
tions which  he  had  promifed  in  his  fpeeches.' 

After  a  long  and  fatiguing  march,  Galba  at  length  reach- 
ed the  Milvian  bridge,  within  twenty-five  furlongs  of  the 
city,  and  was  there  met  by  a  numerous  body  of  marines, 
who  by  Nero  had  been  formed  into  a  legion,  and  were 
come  to  addrefs  the  new  emperor  for  a  confirmation  of 
their  eftabliftiment.  Galba  either  rejefting  their  petition,  or 
putting  ofi^  the  afFa,ir  to  another  time,  they  grew  mutinous, 
furrounded  the  emperor,  (topping  up  the  way  to  all  others 
who  came  to  wait  upon  him,  and,  with  a  tumultuous  noife, 
required  an  eagle  and  legionary  enfigns.  Galba,  provok- 
ed by  their  infolence,  ordered  his  horfe  to  ride  in  among 
them,  who  put  many  to  the  fword,  and  the  reft  to  flight. 
The  emperor,  not  fatisfied  with  this  feverity,  commanded 

'  Plat,  in  Vit.  Galb.  •  Tacit,  Hift.  Kb.  i.*  cap.  5. 
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thofe  who  had  efcaped  to  be  decimated )  fo  that^  according 
to  Tacitus,  feveral  thoufands  fell  either  by  the  fwords  of 
the  horfe,  or  thofe  of  the  executioners  *.     But  what  con- 
tributed mod  to  render  him  both  odious  and  contemptible, 
was  his  fufl^ring  himfelf  to  be  entirely  governed,  and 
blindly  controulcd,  by  his  three  favourites,  Titus  Viniiis, 
Cornelius  Laco,  and  Marcianus  Icelus,  who,  as  they  lodged 
in  the  palace,  and  were  continually  about  the  emperor, 
were  commonly  ftyled  his  pedagogues  (A).     As  the  aged 
emperor  repofed  an  entire  confidence  in  thcfe  minifters* 
without  ever  enquiring  into  their  condufb,  they  proftituted 
the  credit  and  charafter  of  their  mafter  to  their  own  fordid 
gain  and  wicked  paflions.    By  them  all  things  were  fold  s 
offices,  provinces,  public  revenues,  public  juftice,  and  the 
lives  of  the  innocent  and  guilty,     ne  was  old ;  they  were 
infatiable,  and  eager  to  make  the  moft  of  a  (hort  reign  ;  fb 
that  in  the  court  of  Galba  appeared  all  the  evils  and  ex* 
cefTes  lately  feen  and  abhorred  in  that  of  Nero. 

His  firft  care,  after  his  arrival  in  the  capital,  was  to  call 
to  an  account,  and  puniih,  according  to  their  deferts,  fuch 
as  had  been  the  inftruments  of  the  late  tyrannical  admi- 
niftration.  Among  thefe,  Elius  Polycletus,  Petinus,  Patro- 
bius,  Narciflus,  all  Nero's  freedmen,  and  Locufta,  the  infa* 
mous  poifoner,  were  publicly  executed,  to  the  infinite  fa- 
tisfadion  of  the  people,  who,  with  loud  acclamations,  fol- 
lowed them  to  the  place  of  execution.  No  one  doubted 
but  Tigellinus  would  receive  the  like  fentence.  He  had 
been  the  chief  author  and  promoter  of  all  Nero's  iniquities. 


t  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.i.  cap.  6. 


(A)  Titus  Vinius  was  de- 
fcended  of  an  iliuftrious  family, 
but  difgraced  it  by  his  infamous 
conduct;  being,  according  to 
Tacitus,  of  all  men  the  moil 
notorioufly  wicked.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  boldnefs  and  ad- 
drefs,  and,  according  as  he  chofe 
to  apply  his  talents,  capable  of 
performing  great  things  for  the 
public  welfare,  or  plunging  the 
flate  in  endlefs  calamities.  Cor- 
nelius Laco,  the  other  favourite, 
whom  Galba  had  appointed 
captain  of  the  praetorian  guards 
before  he  left  Spain,  was  a  man 
of  llender  parts,  of  bo  courage 


or  adtivity ,  but  conceited  of  .his 
own  talents.  Icelus  was  a  ma- 
numitted flave,  but  not  inferior 
to  the  other  two  in  favour  and 
authority.  Nero  had  vefted 
him,  by  the  gold  ring,  with  the 
order  of  knighthood,  and  he 
was  on  every  occafion  called  by 
an  equeftrian  name,  that  of 
Martianus.  He  was  a  man  of 
infatiable  avarice,  and  is  faid, 
by  fpoil  and  rapine,  to  have 
amailed  more  wealth  in  the  feven 
months  thatGalba  reigned,  than 
the  moil  rapacious  freedman  of 
Nero  had  done  during  the  thir- 
teen years  of  his  reign, 

had 
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had  perpetrated  many  unknown  to  him,  and  at  laft  forfaken 

and  betrayed  him.    Hence  the  execution  of  no  man  was 

more  ardently  wiQied  for,  more  vehemently  urged,  by  fuch 

as  hated,  by  fuch  as  lamented  Nero  ;  both  concurring  from 

oppoGte  paffibns,-in  the  fame  antipathy  and  requeit:  but 

)ie  had,  with  immenfe  prefents,  purchafed  the  favour  pf  TigtUhut 

Vinius,  who  protefted  him,  on  pretence  that  his  daughter  i*prou^e4 

had  been  faved  by  Tigellinus;  and  indeed  he  had  laved  ^^'*«"» 

her,  fays  Tacitus,  not  from  any  fentiment  of  clemency,  but 

purely  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  prote£lion  of  her  father, 

ihould  a  revolution  happen  in  the  ftate  ".     Of  this  fcanda- 

lous  partiality  the  people  loudly  complained,  and  as  often 

as  the  emperor  appeared  abroad,  crowded  about  him,  de-  ^f^eptopU 

manding  the  execution  of  Tigellinus.    This  they  earneftlf  ^*^**»^  ^'^ 

begged  in  the  theatre,  in  the  circus,  and  at  the  gates  of  the  '*^^"''^*' 

palace. 

As  the  death  of  this  execrable  inftrument  of  Nero^s  ty- 
ranny was  thi|s  demanded  by  the  univerfal  voice  of  the  Ro- 
man people,  it  would  hav^  been  but  juft,  as  well  as  politic 
and  popular,  to  facrifice  him,  though  he  had  been  lefs 
guilty  than  he  really  was,  to  the  manes  of  fo  many  illuftrl- 
ous  Romans  murdered  by  him,  and  to  the  hone  it  rage  of 
the  public.     This  meafure  would  have  obliged  both  the 
friends  and  enemies  of  Nero,  gained  the  afFeftions  of  the 
people,  and  ftrengthened  Galba's  party.    But  thefe  were 
fmall  confider^tions  with  Vinius,  in  comparifon  of  filling 
his  coffers :  in  order,  therefore^  to  fave  Tigellinus,  who  Galha 
had  engaged  to  pay  hin^  an  immenfe  fum,  if  he  efcaped  ^^^^^'  '^'« 
unpunifbed,  he  perfuaded  Calba,  who  repofed  an  entire  "^f^  ^* 
confidence  in  him,  not  only  to  withftand  the  ardent  wifhcs 
and  earneft  folicitations  of  the  whole  Roman  people,  but  to 
check  them  with  an  edi£):,  wherein  he  reproached  them 
with  cruelty,  and  hoped  they  would  not  make  his  govern- 
ment appear  tyrannical,  nor  infift  upon  the  execution  of 
an  unhappy  man,  who  was  dying  of  a  confumption.    No- 
thing provoked  the  ipdigpation  of  the  people  fo  much  as 
this  edi£l ;  for  it  was  afterwards  known,^  that  Tigellinus 
had  that  day  made  a  facrifice  to  the  gods  for  his  recovery, 
which  was  followed  by  a  magnificent  entertainment  \  and 
that  Vinius,  after  having  fupped  with  the  emperor,  had 
fpcnt  the  whole  night  in  revelling  with  Tigellinus  :  it  w^s 
moreover  known,  that  Vinius  had  carried  his  daughter  with 
him  to  the  entertainment ;  and  that  Tigellinus,  after  having 
thanked  the  father  for  the  edift,  prefented  the  daughter 

B  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i*  cap.  72.    Dio,  lib.  Ixiv.  p.  7x3. 
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firft  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  drachmas,  ^nd 
afterwards  with  a  necklacC)  which  he  took  ftom  the  a^ofc 
of  the  chief  of  his  concubines,  valued  at  one  hundred  xnA 
£fty  thoufand  more. 

Halotus,  another  of  Nero's  miniftcrs,  and  perhaps  no  left 
hated,  on  account  of  his  enormow  cruelties  and  extortions, 
than  Tigellinus,  was  in  the  fame  manner,  and  from  the 
fame  motives^  protefted  by  the  authority  of  Vinius ;  arid, 
in  confideration  of  an  immenfe  fum,  which  he  paid  to  that 
wicked  minifter,  he  not  only  rfcaped  unpuniftied,  but  w^fcs 
preferred  to  a  mod  honourable  and  profitable  employ- 
ment ^.      Thus  were  criminals,  notorioufly  guilty  of  the 
mod  glaring  iniquities,  but  poffelTed  of  wealth  enough  td 
purchafe  the  favour  of  the  reigning  minifter,  fcrectied  frotn 
the  punifhment  due  to  their  crimes,,  while  others,   lefe 
guilty,  were  hurried  to  execution.    This  fcandalous  par- 
tiality gained  the  minifter  what  he  chieHy  aimed  at,  im- 
menle  treafnrcs,  but  brought  the  prince  infinite  public  ha*- 
tred  ;  for,  by  not  reftrainiiig  his  minifter,  he  incurred  the 
fame  cenfurc  as  if  he  had  been  perfonally  guilty  \  , 

The  example  of  Vinius  was  followed  by  the  other  mini- 
fters  and  favourites  of  the  new  emperor;  for  being  indulged 
in  immoderate  power,  they  cxpofed  to  fale  all  the  honours 
and  emoluments  of  the  ftace.  His  bondmen  too  were  eager 
to'  profit  by  the  fudden  fiinfliine,  and  to  convert  into  hafly 
gains  the  Ihort  reign  of  a  mafter  already  enfeebled  with 
age.  So  that  the  people  began  loudly  to  complain  :  **  Why 
(faid  they)  was  Nero  depofed,  if  things  are  not  mended 
tinder  Galba  ?  Why  a  new  prince  chofen,  but  for  the  eafc 
of  tHe  ftate,  after  a  reign  of  violence  and  tyranny  ? "  The 
public  hatred,  which  the  numberlefs  iniquities  of  the  em- 
peror's minifters  derived  upon  him,  was  heightened  by  hi^ 
ill-timed  ftriflnefs,  and  unpopular  parfimony ;  though  his 
parfimony  was  chiefly  afcribed  to  ViniuSi  who  was  faid  to 
have  reftrained  the  emperor's  generofrty  to  others,  that  he 
might  the  better  gratify  his  own  avarice.  While  the  em-» 
peror  endeavoured  to  reform  the  abufes,  and  retrench  the 
exorbitant  expences  that  had  prevailed  in  the  preceding 
reign,  he  ran  into  the  other  extreme.  No  man*s  wealth, 
fays  Tacitus,  did  he  ever  covet,  but  was  fparing  of  his 
own,  and  of  the  public  money  greedy  and  tenacious. 

As  the  treafury  had  been  quite  exhaufted  by  Nero,  who 
had  confumed  above  fcventy  millions  in  profufe  penCons 


w  Plut.  inVit.  Galb,    Sueton.  cap.  15. 
lib. ).  cap.  4. 
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a il4  .donations^  Galba^  after  having  examined  every  expe- 
<iient  to  raife  the  neceflary  fubfidies,  preferred  to  all  others, 
as  the  moft  juft,  that  of  fupplying  the  public  at  the  cxpcncc 
of  thofe,  for  whofc  lake  the  people  had  been  impoverifhed. 
All  the  partakers,  therefore,  in  the  late  emperor's  prodiga-  He  order s 
lities,  were  called  to  account ;  and  it  was  enadled,  that  nine-teniht 
Cbey  (hould  retain  only  a  tenth  part,  and  rcftore  the  reft  :  ^j^^y^  ' 
but  as  they  had  fcarce  a  tenth  left  unwafted,  having  laviftxed  ^^  ^^  ^** 
t\\e.  plunder  of  the  public,  and  of  their  fellow-citizens,  in  fi^rtd. 
tlie  fame  riqt  and  prodigality  in  w;hich  they  had  fquandered 
a-way  their  own  private  fortunes,  the  emperor  obliged  thofc 
who  had  bought  or  received  anything  from  them,  to  refund 
tha  whole.    For  thefe  fearches  and  ej^a£lions,  a  new  court 
^viras  inftituted.  In  which  preiided,  according  to  Tacitus, 
^irty ;  according  to  Suetonius*  fifty  Roman  knights ;  who 
extended  their  enquiries  even  into  Greece,  and  there  obliged 
the  players  upon  inftruments,  the  a£lors,  wreftlers,  chario- 
teerSy  the  judges  at  the  Olympic  games,  and  the  prieftefs 
of  Apollo  Delphicud,  to  reftore  nine-tenths  of  Nero's  do- 
nations.     As   this   was    an   inquifition   without   bounds, 
many  were  afi^e£ted  by  it ;  and  the  court  being  new  in  its 
inftitution,  from  the  multitude  of  ofEcers,  the  numerous 
fuits,  heavy  and  vexatious,  every  part  of  the  empire  was  in 
a  ferment. 

The  foldiers  of  the  praetorian  guards  were  kept  quiet 
fome  time,  in  expe^tion  of  the  prodigious  donative,  which 
had  been  promifed  them  by  Nymphidius  in  Galba's  name, 
Xuppofing  that  though  they  might  not  receive  the  whole, 
yet  the  emperor,  notwithftanding  his  meannefs,  would  not 
fcruple  to  bellow  upon  them  the  fame  prefent  that  had 
been  given  by  Nero.  But  when  he  refufed  to  fulfil  the  pro-  Kefufis  th$ 
mife  which  had  been  made  in  his^  name,  and  ordered  only  a  A^'''>  '^* 
fmall  fum,  lefs  than  had  yet  been  given  by  any  prince,  to  \\^^f^^^ 
be  diftributed  among  them,  they  could  not  refrain  from 
feditious  inveftives,  vilifying  the  emperor  for  his  old  age 
and  avarice.  This  difafFeftion  was  heightened  by  a  faying 
of  Galba ;  a  faying,  according  to  Tacitus,  worthy  of  the 
primitive  virtue  of  the  Romans  and  of  the  commonwealth, 
but  dangerous  at  this  time,  that  he  chofe  his  foldiers, 
and  did  not  buy  them.  His  feverity  too,  in  exa£ling  a 
drift  obfervance  of  military  difcipline,  a  quality  fo  admired 
-of  old,  and  by  the  armies  ever  diilinguilhed  with  applauf^, 
was  very  grievous  to  a  flothful  foldiery,  fcorning  the  an- 
cient difcipline,  and,  for  thirteen  years,  fo  accuftomed  to 
che  difiipated  reign  of  Nero,  that  at  this  time  they  no  lefs 
admired  the  vices  of  their  princes,  than  of  old  they  had 

F  4  adored 
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Difikargii  adored  their  virtues  ^  (B).    He  difcharged  feverai  of    elie 
tkeGermam  praetorian  guards,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  confpiracy 
€9hQrU        of  Nymphidius ;  and  difmiffed,  without  th^  ufual  rewards, 
the  German  cohort,  which  bad  ferved  ^he  Ca^fars  with  uxi- 
(haken  fidelity,  ordering  them  to  return  to  their  country^ 
becaufe  he  fufpeded  them  more  inclined  to  Cn.  Dolabella 
than  to  him.    However,  he  took  particular  care  pf  fame 
other  cohorts  of  Germans  \  who,  having  been  fent  by  Nero 
before  him  to  Alexandria,  while  he  meditated  a  journey 
thither,  and  foon  aifter  recalled,  were  returned  fickly,  and 
greatly  fatigued  with  fo  long  a  voyage* 

About  the  fame  time  mat  Julius  Vindex  revolted  in 
Gaul,  Clodius  Macer,  who  governed  Africa  in  quality  of 
propraetor,  took  arms  againft  Nero,  levied  new  forces,  and 
formed  them  into  a  body,  which  from  him  was  called  the 
Macrian  .legion,  but  foon  after  difbanded  by  Galba,  whom 
he  refufed  to  acknowlcge,  through  fear  of  being  called  to 
an   account  for  the  numberlef^  murders  an4  extortions^ 
which  his  unbounded  avarice  and  cruelty  had  prompted 
him  1^0  commit.     Plutarch  tells  us,  that  without  either  ac- 
cepting or  rejefting  the  imperial  title,  he  ftrpve  to  maintain 
himfelf  in  pofleffion  of  Africa,  aud  to  famifb  the  city,  by 
Hopping  the  veffels  which  thence  conveyed  cprn  to  Rome. 
He  was  inftigated  to  this  revolt,  according  to  Tacitus  \ 
chiefly  by  Galvia  Crifpinills^,  who  had  been  the  direftrefs 
of  Nero's  lufts,  and  afterwards,  paffing  over  into  Africa, 
had  infinuated  herfelf  into  the  favour  of  the  propraetor 
Macer.     According  to  this  account,  Macer  feerjis  not  to 
have  revolted  till  after  Nero's  death.    Bo  that  as  it  may, 

y  Plut.  in  Vit.  Galb.    Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  5.    Suet.  cap.  i6« 
Dio,  p'  729*  '  Tacit.  Hitt.  lib^  i,  cap.  7. 

(B)  ThoiSgh  the  reft  of  his  witnefs  againft  them ;  and  that 

condu6t  did  not  anfwer  his  fe-  he   recalled    from   exile  thofe 

verity  in  keeping  the  foldiery  who  had  been  baniflicd  by  Nero 

to  their  duty,  yet  he  perform-  upon  the  law  of  majefty  (2). 

ed  many  things   worthy  of  a  Cafaubon  thinks  it  plainly  ap- 

prince  ( I ).     Zonaras  tells   us,  pears  from  an  anqipnt  inlcrip- 

that  he  punifhed  with  the  ut-  tion,  tha^  he  ftipprefled  the  tax 

moft  fcverity  thofe  who  had,  by  of  the  quadragcfima  or  fortieth 

falfc  accufations,  bccafioned  the  penny,    which   had   been  firft 

ruin  of  innocent  perfons  j  that  taken  off,  and  afterwards  rcftot- 

hc  delivered  up  to  all  mafters  ed  by  Nero  (3). 
fuch  of  their  flaves  as  had  borne 

(1)  So^t.  cap.  14.  (1)  Zonar.  p.  J90.  (3)  Vid.Spanli. 

lib.  ijf.  p.  793. 

he 
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lie  was  flam  at  the  command  of  Galba  by  Trcbonius  Garu-  cioJius 
rianu8,  the  imperial  procurator  in  Africa.     As  for  Crifpi-  Maar  kiU- 
nilla^  flic  returned  to  jkome  5  and  though  it  was  notorious  ^''/*  ^• 
that  (he  had  fuggefted  the  pernicious  counfel  of  famifliing  ^^*^^ » 
the  Roman  people,  and  for  that  offence  capital  puniihment 
was  demanded  againft  her  by  the  univerfal  voice  of  Rome ; 
yet,  by  the  connivance  of  the  prince,  and  the  favour  of  his 
minifters  (for  (he  was  both  opulent  and  childlefs),    flie 
efcaped  unhurt^  and  lived  in  perfe£t  impunity  during  the 
reigns  of  Galba,  Otho,  and  Vitcllius. 

About  the  fame  time  was  afTai&nated  Fonteius  Capito,  amdVw" 
who  commanded  in  Lower  Germany,  by  Cornelius  A  qui-  uimsCapiH 
nas  and  Fabias  Valens,  two  tribunes,  without  waiting  for  ^  ^^^'^ 
the  emperor's  command.     It  was  believed   that  Capito,     "**^' 
however  abominable  his  crimes,  however  ftained  with  ava- 
rice, and  immerfed  in  impurities,  had  declined  engaging 
in  any  turbulent  counfels  %  that  having  reje£led  ihe  felici- 
tations of  Aquinas  and  Valens  to  rebel,  he  was  by  them 
charged  with  their  own  ill  faith  and  treafon  \  and  that 
Galba,  either  impofed  upon,  or  afraid  of  making  farther 
inquiry,  ratified  the  execution.     However,  both  thefe  exe- 
cutions, that  of  Macer,  as  well  as  that  of  Capito,  were  ill 
received,  this  being,  as  Tacitus  well  obfervcs,  the  ufual 
fate  of  a  prince  under  public  hatred,  that  every  aftion  of 
his,  whether  good  or  evil,  is  generally  difapproved,  per- 
verfly  conftruisd,  and  contributes  to  his  ruin.     Capito  was 
fucceeded  in  the  government  of  Lower  Germany  by  Aulus  yiuWus 
Vitcllius,  afterwards  emperor,  who  was  raifed  to  that  pbft  go*u^rnor 
chieiy  by  the  intercft  of  Vinius,  whofe  favour  he  had  gain-  ^  ^^'^^ 
ed,  by  fupporting  the  fame  fadion  in  the. circus.     Galba,  "^* 

in  conferring  upon  him  that  command,  declared,  that  he 
did  not  advance  him  out  of  any  regard  he  had  for  him,  or 
opinion  of  his  abilities,  but  becaufe  he  believed  thofe  to  be 
lefs  feared  who  were  moft  addi£^ed  to  gluttony,  and  that 
his  keen  appetite  might  be  fatiated  with  the  plenty  of  that 
province  5  fo  that  his  preferment  was  owing  to  the  con- 
tempt, and  not  to  the  efteem  of  the  emperor  *. 

The  following  year,  on  the  calends  of  January,  Galba  y^  ^^  ^^ 
entered  on  his  fecond  confulfliip,  having  his  favourite  mi-      ^^,^ 
nifter,  Titus  Vinius,  for  his   colleague.     He  had  fcarce  A.  D.  69, 
afiumed  the  fafces,  when  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Pompeius  U.  C.  819. 
Propinquus,  procurator  of  Belgic  Gaul,  informing  him, 
that  the  legions  of  Upper  Germany,  in  open  violation  of  T  y'f°^^ 
their  oath  and  allegiance,  infolently  demanded  another  em-  Germany 
peror,  an<f  referred  the  free  elcftion  of  one  to  the  pleafure  revolt, 

«  Suet,  in  Vitdl  cap.  7, 

of 
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of  the  ienate  and  people  of  Rome.    Virginias  had  been  re^ 
moved  from  his  government ;  and  as  he  had  neither  beeia 
xeftored»  nor  preferred  to  any  other  command  or  emplojr— 
men t,  but  treated,  in  fome  circumftancesylike  a  criminal,  they 
conceived  themfelves  to  be  charged  as  delinquentSy  for  hav-— 
ing  offered  him  the  empire.   Hordeonius  Flaccus^  who  had 
been  fent  to  fucceed  him,  they  utterly  contemned,  as  a  maa 
void  of  courage  and  authority,  and^  from  bis  lamenefs  and 
the  infirmities  of  his  age,  unequal  to  the  direction  of  tfac 
mod  orderly  and  peaceable  ar^ny.   Hence,  under  their  pre- 
sent frenfy,  they  were  farther  inflamed  by  his  impotent  en- 
^e&m  di"    deavours  to  reftrain  them*    This  intelligence  ripened  the 
iihtraies      defign  about  which  Galba  bad  been  for  fome  time  deliberatin|^ 
^T^mJt?    ^^^^  himfelf,  and  in  concert  with  bis  friends,  concerning 
ihm  e/a      ^^^  adoption  of  a  fucceffor ;  for  he  imagined  himfelf  to  be 
/uuffor»     defpifed,  not  fo  much  on  account  of  his  age^^  as  for  want  of 
iflue.    His  favourites,  already  at  variance,  and  each  pnr- 
fuing  his  own  private  views,  were  divided  into  two  fa£lions : 
Vinius  was  for  Otbo ;  Laco  and  kelus  were  combined  to- 
gether,  not  fo  much  to  favour  the  intereft  of  any  particular 
perfen>  as  to  exclude  him.  As  Vinius  had  a  daughter,  who 
"was  a  widow,  and  Otbo  was  not  married,  no  one  doubted 
that  an  alliance  between  them  was  intended :  Galba,  touched 
with  concern  for  the  commonwealtb,  which,  he  thougbtj 
was  in  vain  refcued  from  Nero,  were  it  to  devolve  upon 
Otho,  the  chief  confident  of  that  prince's  impure  pleafures^ 
did  not,   in  this  particular,   fuffer  himfelf  to  be  blindly 
guided  by  Vinius ;  but  hearing  him  patiently,  deferred  the 
farther  confi deration  of  the  affair  to  another  time.     How- 
ever,  from  complaifance  to  his  chief  minifter,  he  appointed 
him  and  Otho  confuls  for  the  enfuing  year.    Hence  it  was 
generally  taken  for  granted,  that  Otho  would,  upon  his 
entering  the  confulfliip,  be  declared  Galba's  fuqceffor ;  a 
fuppofition  which  caufed  univerfal  joy  among  the  foldiery, 
who,  in  general,  favoured  Otho,  and  among  the  courtiers 
•of  Nero,  who  were  pafiionate  for  a  prince  that  fo  much 
refembled  their  former  patron.    While  Galba  was  deliberat- 
ing about  the  choice,  and  deferring  it  from  day  to  day, 
alarming  intelligence  was  brought  from  Upper  Germany ; 
for  the  legions  being  fummoned,  according  to  cuftom,  on 
the  calends  of  January,  to  take  the  ufual  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  emperor,  had  deflroyed  his  images  and  broken  his  ftatues, 
openly  declaring,  that  they  would  never  acknowlege  Galba, 
fwore  allegiance  to  the  ^oman  fenate  and  people.     In  coq- 
fequence  of  this  intelligence,  the  emperor,  perf)lexed  with 
anxieties,  not  knowing   whither  the  fury  of  the  revolters 
might  te4id,  and  not  truiling  to  the  faith  of  the  troops  in 

Rome, 
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Borne,  applied  what  to  him  feetncd  the  only  rtmtij,  and 
held  a  council  for  declaring  a  fucceflbr,  to  which,  befidce 
Vinius  and  Lacoi  he  fummoned  Marias  Celfusconful  ^lt&9 
and  Ducennius  Geminns  governor  of  Rome. 

On  this  Occafion  Vinius  urged  with  great  zeal  the  adop- 
tion of  Othoy  and  Ducennius  Geminus  that  of  Dolabeila^ 
who  \ras  nearly  related  to  Galba:  but  the  emperor,  pre-  Hiadopu 
ferring  the  welfare  of  the  public  to  all  other  confiderations,  ^J/*  ^««* 
after  a  fhort  fpeech  concerning  his  great  age,  ordered  Pifo  "'^•'* 
Licinianus  to  be  fent  for,  and,  to  the  great  furprize  of  all^ 
named    him  his  fucceflbr.     Pifo  was  the  fonof  Marcus 
CfalTua   and  Scribonia,  by  his  father  dcfccnded  from  the 
celebrated  Marcus  Ltcinius  CraiTus,  who  was  flain  in  the 
fatal  battle  of  Carrhse,  and  by  his  mother  from  Pompey 
the  Great.    He  was  at  this  time  in  the  thirty-firft  year  of 
his  age,  and  univerfally  efteemed  on  account  of  his  ex- 
ttaordinary  partS)  his  engaging  behaviour,  and  fingular 
tnodefty  ^. 

Pifo  returned  him  thanks  for  the  extraordinary  and  un-  flfoUmo- 
expo3:ed  honour  conferred  on  him,  addrefling  him  now  both  '^^fi  *^^' 
\as  his  father  and  emperor,  with  a  fpeech  fuJl  of  reverence,  '^^^"^^ 
snd  fraught  with  moderation.     He  betrayed  no  fymptoms 
t>f  joy,  no  change  in  his  countenance,  none  afterwards  in 
his  behaviour,  as  if  he  had  been  infenfible  of  fo  mighty  a 
favour ;   manifeft  indications,  fays  Tacitus,  that  he   was  ^ 
more  capable  of  reigning  than  defirous  to  reign.    The  next 
thing  that  fell  under  debate  in  the  council  was,  where  to 
declare  the  adoption,  whether  to  the  people  affembled,  to 
the  fenate,  or  to  the  army.     The  refult  was,  to  proclaim  it 
in  the  camp  ;  and  thither  he  immediately  repaired,  though 
that  day,  the  tenth  of  January,  was  rendered  unufually  ter- 
rible by  heavy  rains,  frequent  claps  of  thunder,  and  incef- 
fant  lightning;   circumftances  which,    in   ancient  times^ 
wowld  have  proved  fufficient  ground  for  diiTolving  public  af- 
femblies,  but  were  contemned  by  Galba  as  fortuitous  and 
unmeaning.     Upon  his  arrival  in  the  camp,  he  declared  to  His  adop- 
a  fallaffembly  of  the  foldiers,  with  the  brevity  becoming  '^'"^' 
an  emperor,  that  he  adopted  Pifo,  after  the  precedent  of  ^^^^1!!* 
the  deified  Auguftus,  and  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  ^y,£ . 
army.     He  then  frankly  told  them,  that  the  fourth  legion, 
and  the  eighteenth,  at  the  inftigation  of  fome  few  incen- 
diaries, had  departed  from  their  duty,  but  would  foon  re- 
turn to  their  allegiaiKe.     As  no  mention  was  made  of  the 
diftributions  ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  thofe  foldiers  only 
ivho  (tood'next  to  him  applauded  his  fpeech,  and  through 

^  Tacit.  Hifi.  lib.  i.  cap.  1 3.    Suet,  in  Oth.  cap.  t%.    Plut.  in  Galb. 
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all  the  reft  were  obferyed  a  fullen  fadnefs  and  filencc^  fow 
having  thus  loft  the  donative ',  which  cuftonif  and  theis* 
own  infolent  claims,  had>  in  fotne  degree,  rendered  necef^ 
fary.  From  the  camp  Galba  proceeded  to  the  fenate>  'where 
he  fpoke  with  the  fame  brevity  as  to  the  foldiery.  The 
fpeech  which  Pifo  made  was  better  received. 

In  the  mean  time  Otho,  who  had  been  the  foremoft  to 
efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Galba,  and  thence  conceived  hopes  of 
being  adopted,  and  named  by  him  for  his  fucceflor^  enrage4 
at  his  difappointmenti  and  burning  with   anger  againft 
Galba,  with  envy  towards  Pifo,  determined  to  make  a  re^ 
folute  effort,  while  the  authority  of  the  one  was  daily  de* 
caying,  and  that  of  the  other  not  yet  confirmed.     Many 
concurring  motives  infpired  him  with  this  refolution.     A9 
he  had  confumed  his  fortune  in  a  courfe  of  riot  and  expence, 
and  contra£i:ed  immenfe  debts,  he  faw  nothing  in  the  quiet 
eftablifhment  of  the  ftate  but  defpair,  and  founded  his  hopes 
upon  public  confufion  alone.     Befides,  he  looked  upon  hi$ 
being  thus  poftponed,  as  a  certain  proof  of  the  difpleafure 
and  ill-will  of  Galba  towards  him  ;  and  thence  thought  re«» 
fignation  and  acquiefcence  more  dangerous  than  boldne& 
and  temerity.     His  favourite  freedmen  too,  and  his  flaves, 
inured  to  Hccntioufnefs  and  riot,  were  continually  difplay* 
ing  to  their  lord  the  alluring  advantages  attending  the  fo- 
vereign  power,  and  reprefenting  them  as  his  own,  if  he 
would  exert  his  fpirit  and  influence.  The  aftrologers,  at  the 
fame  time,  urged   him   by  their  predidions,  confidently 
averring,  that  the  ftars  prefaged  approaching  revolutions, 
and  a  year  of  great  glory  to  Otho.    Thus  ftimulated,  Otho, 
who  believed  thefe  predictions  to  be  uttered  by  a  prophetic 
fpirit,  and  the  propitious  warnings  of  the  Fatesf,  refolved  tp 
make  a  bold  attempt,  and  try  his  fortune. 

The  direction  of  this  treafonable  defign  he  committed  to 
Onomaftus,  one  of  his  freedmen,  who  introduced  to  him 
two  proper  inftruments,  Veturius,  a  foldier  of  the  life-? 
guards,  and  Barbius  Proculus,  tefierarius to  the  fame  band; 
that  is,  one  whofe  office  it  was  to  receive  the  parole  from 
the  tribune  in  writing,  and  carry  it  to  the  tents  of  the  fol- 
diers.  Otho,  having  firft,  in  a  long  converfation,  tried 
their  temper  and  capacity,  and  found  them  to  be  men  of 
great  addrefs  and  refolution,  imparted  his  defign,  loaded 
tbem  with  prefcnts,  prpmifed  them  ample  rewards,  and 
furniflied  them  with  large  fums,  to  bribe  and  corrupt  the 
inclinations  of  their  comrades.  Thus  two  common  foldiers 
undertook  to  transfer  the  Roman  empire  from  one  prince  tp 
another ;  and  performed  it  efFeftually.  They  admitted  very 
few  into  the  i'ecret  j  the  minds  of  the  reft,  already  uneafy 

and 
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-SLTkA  wavering,  they  cftranged  from  the  emperor  by  various 

sLFtifices,  cfpecially  by  deftroying  all  their  hopes  of  the  do- 

s^ative,  which  had  been  promiied,  and  fo  often  delayed. 

Rome  was  at  this  time  £111^  with  troops;  Galba  had  brought 

^^ith  him  a  Spanifh  legion;  the  legion  which  had  been 

raifed  by  Nero  ftill  remained  in  the  city ;  and,  befides  thefe 

forces,  there  were  many  from  Germany,  Britain,  and  II- 

iyricum,  which  had  been  detached  by  Nero's  order,  and 

fent  forwards  to  the  Cafpiap  Streights,  for  the  war  he  nxe- 

<litated  againft  the  Parthians,  but  recalled  to  (upprefs  the 

revolt  of  Vindex  in  GauL    Thefe,  dreading  the  feverity  of 

difcipiine,  which  in  this  reig^  began  to  be  revived,  were 

uU  ready  to  revolt.     The  praetorian  guards,  indeed,  were 

entirely  devoted  to  Otho,  who,  they  hoped,  would  allow 

the  iicentioufnels  which  they  had  enjoyed  under  Nero; 

and  fome  of  them  were  fo  impatient  to  fee  him  veiled  with 

the  fovereign  power,  that  on  the  fourteenth  of  January  they 

nircrc  prepared,  as  he  returned  home  from  fupping  abroad^ 

to  have  hurried  him  away,  and  declared  him  emperor; 

only  they  apprehended,  that,  in  the  dark,  whoever  chanced 

to  be  prefented  to  the  German  or  Pannonian  army,  might 

by  them,  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  perfon  of  Otho^ 

be  faluted  emperor.  . 

The  execution  of  the  defign  was  therefore  deferred  till  next 
day,  when  Otho,  early  in  the  morning,  went  to  attend  the 
emperor,  and  was,  according  to  cuftom,  received  by  him 
with  a  kifs,  and  admitted  to  be  prefent  at  a  private  facri- 
fice  which  Galba  offered  in  the  temple  of  Apollo.    We  Calba  it 
are  told,  that  Umbricius  the  foothfayer  had  no  foonervicw-  wamedof 
cd  the  entrails  of  the  viftim,  than  he  informed  the  empe-  atrecfw 
ror  of  difmal  prefages,  of  trcafonable  plots  juft  impending,  ^*''  ^    " 
and  a  domeftic  foe,  all  in  the  hearing  of  Qtho,  who,  by  a 
different  €onftru£tion,   underftood  it  all  as  propitious  to 
himfelf,  and  a  fuccefsful  ifTue  foretold  of  his  own  machi- 
nations.    However,  he  was  not  a  little  difconcerted  at  the 
difcovery,  and  'could  not  help  betraying  fome  difmay  and 
confufion  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  Onomaftus,  his  freedman,  ^ 

arriving,  acquainted  him,  that  the  furveyor  and  builders 
vraited  his  coming.  -  This  was  the  (ignal  fettled  amongft 
them,  to  intimate,  that  the  foldiers  were  afiembling,  and 
the  confpiracy  ripe  for  execution.  He  therefore  immedi- 
ately withdrew,  afCgning  as  the  caufe  of  his  departure,  that 
lie  was  about  purchaiing  certain  houfes,  which  being  old 
^nd  decayed,  it  was  necefTary  firft  to  examine  them.  Then 
leaning  on  his  freedman,  he  proceeded  through  the  palace 
of  Tiberius  to  the  Velabrum,  and  from  thence  to  the  gilt 

pillar 
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fSht  by  the  temple  of  Saturn,  where  the  fevtral  high^Brsyd 
in  Italy  terminated. 
OthMtsfa-       There  he  was  received  by  a  party  of  the  guards,  and  pro^ 
^"1^*^'"  claimed  emperor  ;  but  as  they  were  not  above  twenty-three, 
^pm^lftht  though  Jhis  foul  was  not  of  the  fame  foft  temper  and  effecni-* 
^ardsi      .nacy  with  bis  perfon,  but,  on  the  contrary,  bold  and  dsu-- 
ing,  yet  he  was  fo  difcouraged  at  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  that  he  deCred  to  retire,  and  drop  his  defign.   This 
retreat  the  foldiers  would  not  fufTer ;  but  placing  him  in  a   . 
/:hair,  hurried  him  away  with  their  drawn  fwords.     Plu- 
tarch tells  usy  that  he  prefled  them  to  make  all  the  hafie 
they  could,  cr3ring  out,  <M  am  a  loft  man."    The  partjr 
that  attended  him  was  foon  joined  by  the  like  number  of 
foldiers ;  and  thefe,  in  their  progrefs  to  the  camp,  were 
followed  by  others*  who  came  in  by  fmall  numbers*  till  at 
mniegrftid  laft  they  amounted  to  a  confiderable  body.     Upon  their  ar- 
to  the  rival  at  the  camp,  Julius  Martialis  the  tribune,  who  that  day 

cMMpi         commanded  the  main-guard,  fufiered  them  to  enter,  either 
forprifed  at  fo  daring  an  undertaking,  or  privy  to  the  con^ 
fpiracy,  or  elfe  believing  the  camp  to  be  generally  infeded, 
and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  refiiL    Jiere  they  met  with  no 
oppofition,  thofe  who  were  not  privy  to  the  defign  being 
whifi  ke     encompafled  by  fuch  as  were  \   fo  that  fome  out  of  fear, 
it  by  aU      others  by  choice,  joined  the  revolters,  and  at  laft,  they 
fdMtidem'  unanimoufly  faluted  Otho  emperor  and  Caefar  ^. 
'  ^^*  Galba,  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  revolution,  was 

ftill  intent  upon  the  facrifice,   and  tiring,  fays  Tacitus, 
with  his  fupplications,  the  guardian  gods  of  the  empire  al- 
ready under  the  fway  of  another  chief.     News  were  firft 
brought  him,  that  a  fenator  was,  by  a  party  of  the  guards, 
hurried  away  to  the  camp,  to  be  prefented  to  the  foldiery ; 
and  foon  after  word  came,  that  Otho  was  the  fenator  thus 
carried  thither.     Inftantly  from  all  parts  of  the  city  people 
crowded  to  Galba  with  the  fame  tidings,  each  relating 
them  his  own  way.     Some  exaggerated  every  circumftance ; 
others,  not  laying  afide,  even  at  fo  defperate  a  jun^iure, 
their  ufual  flattery*  foothed  him  with  a  favourable  detail  of 
Meafuris     what  they  pretended  to  have  feen.     In  this  fudden  alarm, 
taken  ly       Galba  haftily  fummoned  his  friends.     In  a  confultation  held 
Galba  to      ^^^j^  thenj,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  temper  of  the  cohort, 
the  revolt.  *^^"  "P^"  ^^^^  ^"  ^^  palace,  fliould  firft  of  all  be  founded, 
'  not  by  Galba  in  perfon,  whofe  authority  was  rcferved  as  the 
laft  remedy  upon  the  moft  dangerous  emergency,  biit  by 
Pifo ;  who,  having  caufed  them  to  be  aflfembled  at  the  foot 
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4ft£  the  ftairs-  of  the  palace,  exhorted  them  with  great  elo- 

«)«ience  and  energy,  to  continue  fteady  in  their  aUegiance, 

difplaying  the  vices  and  debaucheries  of  Otho ;  and  aflured 

cliein,  that  they  (hould  receive  from  Galba  and  him,  as 

large  a  donative  for  preferving  their  fidelity  as  was  offered 

rbem  by  Otho,  for  dipping  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 

fbvereign.     When  he  had  ended  his  fpeech,  fon^e  of  the 

cohorts  deferted  their  pofts ;  but  the  major  part  difplayed 

their  enfigns,  and  prepared  their  arms  to  defend  their  em* 

peron     Celfus  Marius  was  immediately  fent  to  fecure  the 

troops  that  had  been  detached  from  the  army  in  Illyficumi 

and  were  then  pofted  in  the  Vipfanian  porch.    To  Amu- 

lius  Serenus  and  Domitius  Sabinus,  centurions  of  the  fisft 

rank,  orders  were  given  to  bring  away  the  band  of  German 

fbldiers  from  the  court  of  the  temple  of  Libertyt 

Cerius  Severus,  Subrius  Dexter,  and  Pompeius  Longi* 
nus,  the  tribunes,  repaired  to  the  camp  (^  the  prxtoriati 
guards,  to  try.  whether  by  reafon  and  exhortations  the  mu« 
tiny»  then  in  its  infancy,  might  not  be  quelled,  and  obe« 
dience  reftored.    Two  of  thefe  tribunes  the  foldiers  only  Thetrtvps 
terrified  with  threats,  but  laid  violent  hands  on  Longinos,  ^^«A  '« 
(tripped  him  of  his  arms,  and  ignominiouiiy  drove  him  out  ^*^  theuf- 
of  the  camp,  he  being  particularly  obnoxious  to  them  on  tl't^J^^ 
account  of  his  known  fidelity  and  inviolable  attachment  to 
Galba.     The  band  detached  from  the  Illyrian  army  drove 
Celfus  from  amongft  them  with  flights  of  darts.     The  fe« 
cond  legion  of  marines,  eager  to  revenge  the  blood  of  their 
brethren  who  had  been  mafiacred  by  Galba,  on  his  firf):  en« 
try  as  emperor  into  Rome,  joined,  without  hefitation,  the. 
pnetorian  bands.     The  German  troops  continued  a  great 
white  wavering  and  irrefolute,  being  in  their  bodies  (lill 
feeble  (for  they  were  lately  returned  from  Alexandria  (ickly 
and  fatigued),  and  in  their  miruis  entirely  peaceable,  and 
rather  inclined  to  Galba,  out  of  gratitude  for  the  care  he 
was  taking  for  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  their  health  **. 

Galba,  in  the  mean  time,  was  held  in  fufpenfe  between  two  GaWa  is  in 
different  couufels.     Vinius  was  of  opinion,  that  the  empe-  fujpenfe 
ror  fliould  remain  in  the  palace,  ajrm  his  flaves  in  his  de*-  'what  to do^^ 
fence,   fortify  the  avenues,  and  by  no  means  iflue  forth 
amongft  men  inflamed  with  rage.     All  the  reft  alleged  the 
neceffity  of  difpatch,  and  inftant  meafures,  before  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  a  few  troops,  yet  weak  and  unfupported,  had  ga- 
thered ftrength  and  numbers.     Galba  yielded  to  the  advice 
of  the  latter,  it  appearing  to  him  the  moft  plaufible.    Pifo^ 
however,  was  difpatched  to  the  camp,  as  a  young  man  of 
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great  fMit  and  reputation,  generally  looked  upon  as  sitf 
enemy  to  the  hated  minifter  Titus  Vinius.    Scarce  had  he 
left  the  palace,  when  it  was  reported,  that  Otho  was  ffain 
in  the  camp ;  and  foon  after  there  appeared  perfons  ^vhc^ 
averred,  that  they  had  been  on  the  fpot  when  the  traitor 
was  killed,  and  beheld  his  dead  body  extended  on    the 
ground. .  It  was  by  many  conje£kured,  that  this  rumour 
was  firft  framed,  and  afterwards  circulated,  by  the  parti- 
fans  of  Otho,  with  no  other  view  than  to  entice  Galba 
from   his  retirement.     Upon  this  occaGon,  not  only  the 
thoughtlefs  vulgar  broke  out  into  loud  (houts,  and  extrava-* 
gant  demonftrationsof  joy ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  Ro- 
man knights  and  fenators,  how  eafed  of  their  fears,  and 
therefore  void  of  caution  and  referve,  forced  the  gates  of 
the  palace;  and  rufhing  in»  prefented  themfelves   before 
Oalba,  complaining,  that  the  vengeance  meditated  by  them 
in  his  behalf  was  now  fnatched  out  of  their  hands<    The 
mod  cowardly  were  at  this  junflure  profufe  of  words,  and 
in  tongue  valiant  and  daring.     No  man  knew  the  fa&,  and 
all  affirmed  it :  fo  that  Galba,  deprived  of  true  information, 
put  on  a  breaft-plate ;  but  finding  himfelf  unable,  through 
age  and  infirmities,  to  fuftain  the  preffing  crowd,  was  put 
into  a  chair.     Before  he  left  the  palace,  Julius  Atticus,  one 
of  the  guards,  prefented  himfelf  before  the  emperor,  and 
difplaying  a  bloody  fword,  declared,  with  a  loud  voice,  that 
by  his  hand  Otho  had  been  flain.     Galba  returned  no  other 
anfwer,  than,  **  Fellow-foldier,  whofe  orders  hadft  thou  for 
it  ?"     Such  was  his  firmnefs  in  retraining  the  licentious  ir- 
folence  of  the  foldiery,  without  being  intimidated  by  me- 
naces, or  corrupted  with  the  moft  foothing  flattery  *. 

In  the  mean  time  they  had,  to  a  man,  declared  for  Otho 
in  the  camp ;  and  placing  him  amidft  the  enfigns,  upon 
that  very  tribunal  where  a  little  before  ftood  the  golden 
ftatue  01  Galba,  encompaffed  him  with  banners  difplayed. 
The  common  foldiers  denied  the  tribunes  and  centurions 
accefs  to  his  perfon ;  nay,  they  cautioned  him  to  beware  of 
all  who  were  in  command  and  authority  among  them.  Firft 
the  praetorian  guards,  and  then  the  legion  of  marine8,'una- 
nimoufly  fwore  allegiance  to  him,  and  with  loud  ihouts, 
faluted  him  emperor,  Caefar,  and  Auguftus.  Otho,  now 
confiding  in  his  ftrength,  inflamed  them  with  a  long  fpeech, 
filled  with  bitter  inve£[ives  againft  Galba  and  his  favourites ; 
and  then  ordered  the  common  arfenal  to  be  thrown  open, 
whence  arms  were  inftantly  fnatched,  without  any  regard 
to  the  cuflom  of  war,  or  the  different  orders  and  ranks  o( 
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trtleri.  Galta  having  left  the  palace,  was  approaching  the 
forum,  when  he  was  overtaken  by  Pifo,  who,  hearing  the 
cries  of  the  rebellious  foldiery  refounding  to  the  city,  bad 
thought  it  advifeable  not  to  proceed  to  the  camp.  At  the 
faaie  time,  Celfus  Marius,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  Illy- 
liatl  army,  returned  with  a  melancholy  account.  In  this 
conjnndure,  fome  advifed  Galba  to  retreat  to  the  palace; 
others  propofed  feizing  the  Capitol  5  and  not  a  few  were 
for  taking  poffeffion  of  the  place  where  the  people  ufed  to 
afiemble.  In  this  conteft,  as  in  a  ftorm,  Galba's  chair  was 
borne  fometimes  one  way,  and  fometimcs  another,  accord- 
ing Id  the  different  movement  and  flu£tuation  of  the  multi- 
tude ;  when,  on  a  fudden,  appeared,  firft  a  party  of  horfe, 
and  then  a  body  of  foot,  rufliing  furioufly  into  the  forum. 

At  their  appearance,  the  fkandard-bearer  to  the  cohort,  Yr.  of  Fl« 
which  had  remained  with  Galba^  rent  from  his  ftandard  the      *4''9« 
figure  of  the  emperor,  and  dafhed  it  againft  the  ground,  u  c^'g^^' 
Upon  this  fignal,  the  whole  cohort  abandoned  him,  and  '^' 

joined  the  detachments  from  the  camp.    Thofe  who  car-  Galha  «- 
ried  Galba,  feized  with  fear,  flung  him  from  his  chair  pro-  bandomd 
ftrate  upon  the  ground,  and  there  left  him  to  the  mercy  of  h^^* 
his  enemies.     His  lafl  words  are  differently  reported,  as  he 
was  hated  by  fome,  or  admired  by  others.     By  feveral  it 
was  pretended,  that  he  afked,  in  the  ftyle  of  a  fuppliant, 
what  evil  he  had  merited  ?  and  begged  time,  only  for  a 
few  days,  to  dif charge  the  donative  which  had  been  pro- 
mifed  in  his  name  ;  but  moft  agree,  that  he  bravely  pre- 
fented  his  throat  to  the  afTaffins,  oidding  them  flrike  refo- 
Intely,  if  the  good  of  the  commonwealth  required  his  death,  fft  is  mw'^ 
Of  the  perfon,  who  gave  him  the  mortal  blow,  we  have  no  aered^ 
clear  account :  fome  hold  him  to  have  been  Terentius,  an 
evocatus,  or  refumed  veteran ;  others,  one  Lecanius  ;  the 
more  current  tradition,  iri  Tacitus's  time  was,  that  Camu- 
rius,  a  common  foldier  of  the  fifteenth  legion,  cut  his  throat 
with  a  fword.    The  reft  hacked  and  mangled,  in  a  dreadful 
manner,  his  legs  and  arms  (for  his  breaft  was  covered  with 
armour);  they  were  tranfported  with  a  fpirit  fo  brutal  and 
inhuman;  that,  even  after  they  had  cut  off  his  head,  they  fa-       * 
tiated   their  vengeance  by   disfiguring,    with    numberlefs 
wounds,  his  lifelefs  body.     Upon  Titus  Vinius  they  next  wtth  Titus 
difcharged  their  rage.     Some  writers  tell  us,  that,  through  Vinius. 
fear,  he  was  quite  bereft  of  fpecch ;  others,  that  with  a 
loud  voice   he  cried  out,  they  had  no  fuch  orders  from 
Otho ;  whence  they  conclude,  that  he  was  privy  to  the  con- 
fpiracy.    Before  the  temple  of  Julius  Caefar,  he  was  wound- 
ed in  the  knee ;  and  prefently  after,  by  one  Julius  Carust  a 
legionary,  pierced  quite  through  the  body.' 
Vol.  XIII.  G  Among 
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Among  the  manjr  perfons  who  boafted  of  their  inviolalale 
faith  and  attachment  to  their  fovereign,  one  was  found  vtrlio 
performed  what  he  had  promifed.    This  was  Sempronius 
Denfus,  centurion  of  a  praetorian  cohort,  and  by  Galba  ap« 
pointed  to  guard  the  perfon  of  Fifo.    He  had  not  receiv^ed 
any  particidar  favour  of  Galba ;  but  from  a  principle  of  ho- 
nour, and  in  compliance  with  the  oath  he  had  taken^,  lie 
placed  himfelf  before  the  emperor's  chair,  commanding 
thofe  who  were  advancing  againft  him,  to  fpare  the  emperor. 
As  they  ftill  approached,  he  threw  away  the  vine-branch, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  as  the  badge  of  his  office  ;  iuid 
drawing  his  fword,  fingly  encountered  them  all,  boldly  up- 
braiding them  as  deteftable  parricides;  infomuch  that,  partly 
lay  his  blows,  partly  by  his  reproaches,  he  drew  upon  him- 
felf the  fwords  of  the  afTaOins ;  and  though  he  could  not 
fave  the  emperor,  afforded  Pifo,  who  was  already  wounded, 
an  opportunity  to  retire.    The  brave  centurion  was  killed  ; 
but  Pifo  efcaped  to  the  temple  of  Vefta,  where  he  was,  by 
a  bondman  of  the  ftate,  received  through  compaiCon,  and 
concealed  in  his  chamber.     Otho,  being  informed  of  the 
place  of  his  retirement,  fent  Sulpitius  Florus,  belonging  to 
the  Britifh  bands,  a  man  lately  prefented  by  Galba  with  the 
privilege  of  a  Roman  citizen,  and  Statius  Murcus,  one  of 
his  guards,  with  orders  to  take  his  life.    By  them  therefore 
Pifo  was  dragged  from  his  retreat,  and  butchered  near  the 
gate  of  the  temple.     His  head  was  immediately  cut  off,  and 
carried  to  Otho,  who  beheld  it  with  unfpeakable  joy,  think* 
ing  himfelf  now  relieved  from  all  fear  and  perplexity.     The 
bleeding  heads  of  the  emperor,  and  his  adopted  fon,  were 
ftuck  upon  high  poles,  and  carried  amidft  the  banners  of 
the  military  bands,  clofe  by  the  eagle  of  a  legion.     Many, 
who  had  not  the  lead  (hare  in  the  murder  either  of  Galba, 
or  Pifo,  difplayed  their  fwords  and  hands  all  imbrued  with 
blood,  and  demanded  a  gratuity  of  the  new  emperor  (C). 

The  news  of  Galba's  death  were  no  fooner  divulged  than 
the  fenate,  the  Roman  knights,  and  the  people,  earneftly 
crowded  to  the  camp.  They  condemned  the  conduS  of 
Galba,  magnified  the  judgement  and  choice  of  the  foldiery. 


(C)  Tacitus  and  Plutarch 
tell  us,  that  above  a  hundred 
and  twenty  petitions  of  this  na- 
ture, prefented  in  one  day  to 
Otho,  fell  afterwards  into  the 
hands  of  Vitellius,  who  com- 
manded fearch  to  be  made  after 


the  authors,  and  pvmiihed  them 
all  with  death,  not  from  any 
tendernefs  for  Galba,  but  from 
policy,  looking  upon  their  pu- 
nilhment  as  a  proper  method  of 
fecuring  himfelf  againft  fuch 
traitors  (i). 
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kilDf^cl  tBfe  hands  of  Othd;  and  thfe  more  counterfeit  their 
iiidi  cations  of  zeal,  the  more  loud  were  their  proteftations. 
The  fenate,  as  if  they  were  not  the  fame  men,  fays  Plu- 
tarcli,  or  had  other  gods  to  fwear  by,  took  the  fame  oath 
to  Otho  which  Otho  had  riot  long  before  taken  to  Galba, 
a^nd   had  juft  then  violated.     The  ne-w  emperor  received  all 
iwritln  great  demonftrations  of  kindnefs ;  and,  at  the  fame 
tiine,  endeavoufed  to  pacify  the  foldiery,  who  breathed  na- 
tliiTlg  but  menaces  and  ravage.     They  demanded,  that  INfo- 
nius  Celfus,  tonful  c\e(k,  and  a  faithful  friend  to  Galba^ 
even  in   his  laft  diftrefs,  Ihould  be  inftantly  put  to  death. 
HThey  hated  him,  on  account  of  his  integrity  and  unfhaken 
fidelity  ;  but  what  they  chiefly  aimed  at  was,  to  have  their 
hands  let  loofe  to  general  pillage  and  maflacre,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  every  worthy  and  able  man  in  the  Roman  ftate.     As 
Otbo  had  not  fufficient  authority  to  check  the  fury  of  the 
licentious  foldiery,  he'pretended  great  wrath  againft  Celfus,  Otho  fintts 
^irdered  him  to  be  put  in  irons,  as  if  he  referved  him  for  dftu. 
fome  more  fevere  puniihment;    and  by  that  artifice  re- 
deemed him  from  a  violent  death.    From  this  moment,  all 
things  were  tranfafted  by  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  foldiers : 
by  them  were  chofen  the  captains  of  the  praetorian  guards* 
namely,  Plotius  Primus,    once  a  common  foldier  ;    with 
him  they  joined  Licinius  Proculus,  one  in  high  confidence 
with  Otho,  and  thought  to  have  been  employed  by  him  to 
promote  his  intrigues.     To  the  government  of  Rome  they 
advanced  Flavius  Sabinus,  partly  in  deference  to  the  judge- 
ment of  Nero,  in  whofe  reign  he  had  adminiftered  the  fame 
office,  and   partly  from  regard  to  his  brother  Vefpafian. 
They  then  demanded,  that  the  fees  which  they  had  been 
ufed  to  pay  to  their  centurions,  for  exemption  from  certain 
military  burdens,  (houldf  be  utterly  aboliflied ;  for  under 
this  name  every  foldier  paid  an  annual  tribute.     Hence  the 
fourth  part  of  a  legion  ufed  to  be  abfent  at  once,  roaming, 
like  vagrants,  up  and  down  the  countries  where  they  were 
quartered,  robbing  and  plundering,  in  order  to  raife  money, 
to  purchafe  a  difpenfation  from  military  toils.     As  moft  of 
the  foldiers  were  corrupted  by  fuch  a  dangerous,  immunity, 
and  reduced  to  beggary  by  the  fees  they  paid  for  it,  they 
were  always  ready  to  run  into  fedition,  diflenfion,  and  civil 
wars.     Otno  readily  granted  them  their  requeft  :  but  that  Suppnffes 
he  might  not  alienate  the  afFcdlions  of  the  centurions,  he  un-  thtfies 
dertook  to  pay  out  of  his  own  revenue  the  fees  for  fuch  ex-  ^f^.*f-^^  *^* 
emptions  and  indulgences,  when  they  were  judged  ncceflary ;  ^^^/^  ^^^, 
a  regulation  which,  by  his  fuccefibrs,  was  perpetuated  as  turknu 
part  of  the  military  eftabliflimenc. 
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In  the  clofe  of  the  day»  Laco,  captain  of  the  guards  to 
Galba,  was  feized^  and  foon  after  by  Otho  baniihed  to  an 
ifland,  where  he  was  murdered  by  a  veteran  whom  the 
emperor  had  fent  before  him  for  that  purpofe.  Icelus^  a» 
he  was  only  a  manumifed  flave,  was  publicly  executed. 
The  day,  thus  fpent  in  tragical  iniquities,  was  concluded 
with  public  rejoicings.  Next  day,  the  city  praetor  aflemUed 
the  fenate,  when  to  Otho  were  decreed  the  tribunitial  au- 
thority, the  title  of  Auguftus,  and  all  the  honours  enjoyed 
by  other  emperors.  From  the  fenate  the  new  emperor 
was  carried  in  a  kind  of  triumph  acrofs  the  forum,  (till 
flowing  with  blood,  and  over  heaps  of  dead  bodies,  to  the 
Capitd,  and  thence  to  the  palace,  where  he  granted  leave 
to  burn  and  bury  the  flain.  The  remains  of  Pifo  were,  by 
his  wife  Verania»  and  his  brother  Scribonianus,  committed 
to  the  grave,  as  were  thofe  of  Titus  Vinius  by  his  daughter 
Crifpina,  after  they  had  difcovered  and  redeemed^  at  a  great 
price)  their  heads>  which  their  murderers  had^retained,  in 
order  to  fell  them  to  their  relations.  The  body  of  Galba^ 
after  it  had  lain  long  in  the  ftreets»  and  fufFered,  during  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  nighty  infults  without  number,  was 
by  Argius,  one  of  his  principal  bondmen,  bearing  the  of- 
fice of  fteward,  privately  interred  in  his  own  gardens.  His 
head,  miferably  mangled,  was  ftuck  upon  a  pole  by  the 
rabble  attending  the  camp,  artd  fct  up  before  the  tomb  of 
Patrobius,  a  freedman  of  Nero,  whom  Galba  had  caufed 
to  be  executed.  Here  it  was  found  the  day  following,  and 
depofited  with  the  remains  of  his  body  ^ 

Such  was  the  end  of  Galba,  after  ne  had  lived  feventy- 
two  years,  and  twenty-three  days ;  and  reigned,  from  the 
time  he  declared  again  ft  Nero,  nine  months  and  thirteen 
days ;  but  from  that  prince's  death,  only  feven  months  and 
feven  days.  He  had  pafled  through  the  reigns  of  five  em- 
perors, much  happier  under  the  fovereignty  of  other  princes 
than  in  his  own.  He  poflefTed  but  moderate  talents,  and 
was,  according  to  TacituSj  rather  free  from  vices  than  en- 
dowed with  many  virtues.  He  had  commanded,  with  great 
reputation,  in  the  German  wars  5  afterwards  governed 
Africa,  as  proconful,  with  moderation  and  gentlenefs ;  and, 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  ruled  with  the  fame  equity 
and  juftice  the  Hither  Spain.  He  would,  to  ufe  the  ex- 
preflion  of  the  hiftorian,  in  the  opinion  of  all  men,  have 
pafled  as  one  capable  of  the  empire,  had  he  never  been  em- 
peror; not  that  his  being  advanced  to  that  high  ftation 
efFe£ted  any  alteration  in  him,   but  becaufe  he  fuffered 
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iimfeBFto  be  governed  by  liis  freedmen  and  nainifters ;  inea 
wrho  were  continually  proftitifting  the  credit  and  chara6lcf 
of  tbeu'  matter  to  their  own  vile  purpofes. 

Oiho,  now  honoured  by  the  fcnate  with  the  title  of  C«- 
/ar   and  Auguftus,  affumed  the  confulihip,  having  for  bi$ 
colleague  his  brother  Salvius  Titianus ;  but  refigned  the 
fafces  on  the  iirft  of  March  to  Virginius  Rufus,  as  his  bro- 
ther did  to  Poppseus  Vopifcus.     The  new  emperor  had 
fcarce  taken  pofleffion  of  the  fovereignty,  when  he  was 
alarmed  with  intelligence   concerning  ViteUius;  tidings, 
Mrhich^  before  the  murder  of  Galba^  had  been  fuppreffed, 
writh  a  dedgn  to  have  it  believed,  that  only  the  army  in 
Upper  Germany  had  revolted.      Vitellius   had  been  by 
Galba  preferred  to  the  command  ,of  ^the  legions  in  Lower 
Germany,  to  which  he  had  repaired  about  the  beginning 
of  December  in  the  preceding  yean     He  with  great  care 
vifited  the  winter-quarteVs  of  the  legions ;  reftored  numbers 
to  their  ranks  who  had  been  degraded  ;  man^  he  refcued 
from  ignominious  punifhments ;  and  cancelled  the  marks 
of  ignominy  infli£led  upon  others.     Having  by  thefe  means  Vitellius  is 
gained  the  afFe£lions  of  the  foldiery,  Fabius  Valens,   who  'xdtedto 
commanded  a  legion  under  him^j  and  was  highly  difgufted  ^^^'  *f^* 
with  Galba,  who,  he  thought,  had  not  rewarded  him  ac-  focvereignty 
cording  to  his  merit,   folicited  his  new  general  to  affame  hy  Valens, 
the  fovereignty,  magnifying  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  fol- 
diery, by  whom  he  was  no  lefs  beloved  than  Galba  was 
hated.    J3y  thefe  infinuations  Vitellius  was  excited  to  co- 
vet the  fovereignty,  rather  than  to  hope  he  fhould  ever  at- 
tain it.     In  Upper  Germany,  Alienus  Csecina,  who  com- 
manded a  legion,  had  entirely  captivated  the  afFeftions  of 
the  foldiers  by  his  graceful  perfon  and  engaging  behaviour. 
He  exercifed  the  office  of  quaeftor  in  the  province  of  Spain 
called  Baetica,  when  Galba  revolted,  whom  he  immediately 
joined,  and  was  thence  by  him  preferred  to  the  command 
of  a  legion :  but  Galba,  having  foon  after  difcovered,  that 
he  had  embezzled  the  public  treafure,  ordered  him  to  be 
profecuted.     Caecina  refenting  this  feverity,  ufcd  all  his  The  troops 
endeavours  to  induce  the  troops  to  revolt,  hoping,  by  an  in  Upper 
univerfal  co'nfufion,  to  efcape  the  punifhment  due  to  his  Gtrnsany 
crime.    Neither  in  the  army  itfelf  were  there  wanting  feedfr  *"^^'»^^^' 
of  tumult  and  difcord;  for  the  officers  had  all  been  engaged 
in  the  war  againft  Vindex ;   nor  could  they  be  induced  to 
acknowlege  Galba  till  after  Nero  was  flain.     Hence  a  re- 
port was  maliciouily  raifed  among  them,  and  readily  be- 
lieved, that  the  legions  were  to  be  decimated,  and  the  cen- 
turions, for  the  moft  part,  cafliiered.     The  cities  of  Treves 
and  Langres,  which  lay  contiguous  to  the  winter-quarters 
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of  the  legions,  and  had  been  by  Galba  deprived  of  gFCsit 
part  of  their  territories,  were  more  inflamed  againft  Him 
than  the  legions  themfelves ;  and  therefore  aiTured  them  by 
their  deputies,  that  they  were  ready  to  join  them,  as  foon 
as  they  declared  againft  Galba.    On  the  firft  of  January, 
when  the  legions  were,  according  to  cuftom,  to  fwear    al- 
legiance to  the  emperor,  they  refufed  the  oath,  tore  the 
images  of  Galba,  and  declared  that  they  acknowleged  no 
other  fovereign  but  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome ;  not 
pne  tribune  or  commander  daring  to  exert  himfelf  in  behalf 
of  the  emperor,  or  offering  to  harangue  the  multitude  from 
a  tribunal.     It  is  true,  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  commander  in 
chief,  was  upon  the  fpot ;  but  had  not  courage  to  reftrain 
fuch  as  were  already  rulhing  into  rebellion,  to  recover  fucli 
as  were  only  wavering,  or  even  to  roufe  and  animate  thofe 
who  ftill  continued  fteady  and  faithful  to  Galba.    Four  cen- 
turions, namely.  Nonius  Receptus,  Donatus  Valens,  Ro- 
milius  Mafcellus,  and  Calpurnius  Repentinus,   belonging 
to  the  eighteenth  legion,  would  have  protefted  the  images 
of  Galba,  but  were  by  the  furious  multitude  feized,  and 
fecured  in  chains.     None  of  them  (hewed  the  leaft  regard 
to  their  duty,  or  their  former  oaths :   but  it  happened  in 
this  as  in  other  infurreftions,  whither  the  greater  part  led 
the  reft  blindly  followed.     Next  night,  the  eagle-bearer  of 
the  fourth  legion  haftening  to  Cologne,  where  Vitellius 
then  refided,  acquainted  him  with  what  had  pafled,  and 
exhorted  him  to  feize  the  prefent  opportunity.     MefTengers 
were,  by  Vitellius  quickly  difpatched  to  acquaint  the  troops 
under  his  command,  that  the  army  in  Upper  Germany  had 
revolted   from  Galba  ;  fo  that  they  muft  either  make  war 
upon  the  revolters,  or,  if  they  preferred  peace  and  tranqui- 
lity, join  with  them,  and  create  an  emperor :  at  the  fame 
time,  he  defired  them  to  confider,  that,  with  much  lefs 
danger,  they  might  eleft  a  prince  at  once,  than  continue 
in  fearch  of  a  fovereign.     The  winter-quarters  of  the  6rft 
legion  lay  neareft,  and  with  it  Fabi us  Valens,  who  entering 
Cologne  the  very  next  day,  accompanied  with  the  cavalry 
of  his  legion,  and  a  body  of  auxiliaries,  faluted  Vitellius 
emperor,  and  led  him  in  triumph  through  the  principal 
and  moft  frequented  ftreets  of  the  town.     His  example  was 
immediately  followed  with  great  ardour  by  all  the  legions  of 
the  fame  province.    The  army  in  Upper  Germany  no  fooner 
heard  that  Vitellius  had  been  faluted  emperor  by  the  troops 
under  his  command,  than  relinquifhing  theplaufible  names 
T^£  Kealof  of  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  they  acceded  to  the  party 
J«Y/jX^^     of  Vitellius.  The  zeal  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cologne,  Treves, 
^Jf  ''     and  Langres,  was  equal  to  that  of  the  legions  j  they  all  of? 
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f ered^  with'grcat  fpirit,  fupplics  of  men,  horfes,  and  monej^ 
each  according  to  the  meafure  of  his  power  and  fufficiency. 
Neither  was  fuch  liberality  confined  to  the  leading  men  of 
tbofe  colonies;  the  common  people  too  iignalized dxeir 
zeal  for  Vitellius,  in  furrendering,  inftead  of  money,  of 
iKrhich  they  were  deftitute,  their  girdles,  the  trappings  of 
their  horfes,  and  the  filver  ornaments  upon  their  armour ; 
not  doubting  but  they  ihould,  in  future,  be  amply  reward- 
ed for  their  feafonable  generofity ;  for,  while  Vitellius  was 
giving  away  his  own  fortune,  and  laviihing  in  bounties  that 
of  others,  without  meafure  or  difcemment,  they  bellowed 
upon  this  extravagance,  the  title  of  liberality  and  good* 
nature  «. 

Vitellius,  trufting  to  his  ftrength,  and  the  zeal  of  the  Ht  htgins 
foldiery,  began  to  aft  as  fovereign,  and  difpofed  of  feveral  'J  fxtrcift 
employments,  which  had  hitherto  been  adminiftered  by  the  ^^td^' 
imperial  freedmen,  but  were  by  him  conferred  upon  Ro-  power* 
man  knights.  At  the  fame  time,  to  gain  the  afFeftxons  of 
the  foldiery,  he  ordered  the  fees  exadied  from  them  by  the 
centurions,  for  exemptions  from  duty,  to  be  paid  out  of 
his  own  treafure  as  emperor.  He  could  not  help  humour- 
ingy  in  many  inftances,  the  revengeful  temper  of  the  fol- 
diers,  demanding  particular  executions :  however,  in  fome 
inftances,he  defeated  it,  under  colour  of  committing  the  ob- 
noxious perfons  to  prifon.  tompeius  Propinquus,  governor 
of  Belgic  Gaul,  who  had  acquainted  Galba  with  the  com- 
motions begun  in  Germany,  was  immediately  put  to  death; 
but  Julius  Burdo,  commander  of  the  naval  forces  in  Ger- 
many, was,  by  Vitellius's  order,  fecured  in  prifon,  and 
afterwards  difcharged,  when  the  rage  of  the  foldiery  began 
to  abate.  They  fufpefted  that  he  had  firft  enticed  Fonteius 
Capito  to  revolt,  and  then  betrayed  him  \  hence  againft 
him  chiefly  the  fury  of  the  army  raged  :  but  Vitellius,  who 
had  a  particular  value  for  him,  faved  him  by  deceiving  them  \ 
and  indeed  there  were  no  other  means  of  (hewing  mercy. 
Crifpinus,  the  centurion,  by  whom  Ponteius  Capito  had 
been  flain,  was  publicly  executed,  and  with  him  Nonius, 
Donatus,  Romilius,  and  Calpurnius,  the  four  centurions 
lately  mentioned  \  men  condemned  for  adhering  to  their 
faith  and  duty  ;  a  crime  ever  thought  moil  heinous  by  fuch 
as  have  renounced  both  **. 

Upon  the  news  of  the  revolt  of  the  armies  in  Germany,  Si^m! 
Valerius  Afiaticus,  governor  of  Belgic  Gaul»  declared  for  gon/trtiors 
Vitellius :  his  example  was  followed  by  Junius  Blaefus,  go-  ^^^^/ 

c  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  56,  57*  Plut.  in  Galb.  Suet,  in  Vit.cap.  8. 
»>  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  57— 59* 
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yemor  of  G^ia  Lugdimenfiai  or  that  part  of  Gaid  wlAcfc 

took  its  name  from  the  city  erf  Ljons,  and  by  an  ItoUaa  l«r 

gion  and  a  body  of  horfe  quartered  at  Lyons.    Tbe  forces 

in  Bkfasetia,  and  thofe  in  Britain  went  likewife,  widiout  h^^ 

Station,  over  to  his  fide.    ViteUhis,  now  become,  fcy  tiie 

acceffion  of  fo  fnany  armies,  formidable  both  in  forces  wnJL 

trcafore,  appointed  two  generals  to  condudl  the  war>  and  t^ 

each  afCgncil  a  different  route.    To  FabiuB  Valcns  hagmrc 

orders  to  crofs  Gaul,  and  in  his  march  endeavour  to  gaiM 

over  thtf  natives  to  his  party  5  but  if  he  could  not  prevail 

upon  them  to  join,  to  over-run  and  pillage  their  cosntry^ 

and  then  make  an  irruption  into  Italy,  by  that  part  of  the 

Alps  which  was  called  Cottian,  and  is  now  known  by  the 

name  of  Mount  Cenis.     Caecina  was  ordered  to  advance 

thither  by  a  nearer  way,  and  to  pafs  over  the  n:untiiUuii8 

called  Penini,  now  the  Gre^t  St.  Bernard.     Valens  ;had 

under  his  command  the  flower  of  thearmy  of  Lower  GcrT 

many,  to  the  number  of  forty  thouf^nd  fighting  men.  Fmm 

Upper  Germany  C«cina  led  thirty  ^thoufand.   VitelHus  was 

to  foUpw,  with  a  numerous  body  of  German  troops,  to 

•fupport  the  whole  weight  of  the  war.    While  the  foldiers 

were  urgent  for  aftion,  and  eager  to  begin  their  march,  not- 

withftanding  the  rigo^^  of  the  winter  feafon,  the  genera} 

paffed  his  time  in  voluptuous  floth,  in  reyels,  and  banquets. 

By  the  middle  of  the  day  he  was  always  intoxicated  with 

wine,  and  fo  gorged  with  feafting,  that  he  was  not  captible 

of  giving  any  diredlions :  but  fuch  was  the  zeal  and  ardour 

of  the  foldiers,  that  they  fupplied  all  the  duties  of  the  leaddr 

as  eft'eftually  as  if  he  had  attended  in  perfon.     As  foon  as 

they   were  drawn  out  and  armed,  they  demanded  wi& 

eagemefs  that  the  fignUl  might  be  given  for  marching* 

They  advanced  with  affurance  to  the  territories  of  Treves, 
as  to  thofe  of  a  friendly  ftate.  But  at  Dividurum,  now 
Metz,  they  were  feized  with  a  fudden  panic,  ran  to  their 
arms,  and  would  have  put  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword  with- 
out the  leaft  provocation,  had  not  their  general  reftrained 
their  fury,  and  by  entreaties  prevailed  upon  them  to  for- 
bear purfuing  the  utter  deftru^ion  of  the  unoffending  city. 
There  were  flaugbtered,  however,  not  for  the  fake  of  pil- 
lage or  fpoil,  but  from  fury  and  mad nefs,  near  four  thou- 
fand  perfons.  The  reft  of  Gaul  was  fo  alarmed  with  the 
news  of  this  maffacre,  that  thenceforward,  as  the  army  ap- 
proached any  city,  the  inhabitants  crouded  but  to  meet 
them,  accompanied  with  their  magiftrates,  in  the  attire  of 
fuppliants,  and  readily  fupplied  them  with  all  manner  of 
proviiions.  In  the -capital  of  the  Leucians,  that  is,  in  the 
dty  of  Toul,  Fabius  received  news  of  the  inurder  of  Galba, 

and 
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Sfcdd  tliftt  the  >foYere^tf  was  devolved  upon  Oiho.  The& 
tidings  did  not  ztk£k  the  foldiers,  for  they  were  only  intent 
i^iofi  war.  The  Gauls  bore  equal  hatred  to  Otho  and  Vi* 
x^lios  %  but  as  they  were  pofieifed  with  dread  of  the  latter, 
they  dedared  for  him.  From  Toul  the  army  advanced  to 
Laagree,  a  city  entirely  attached  to  the  party  of  Vitellius, 
vrfaere  they  were  kindly  received.  The  inhaoitants  of  Aa* 
tun  fupplied  them  out  of  fear  (for  they  hated  Vitelljus)  with 
iSKMiey,  ai^ms,  and  provifions.  What  the  city  of  Langrea 
bad  done  from  fear,  that  of  Lyons  did  through  joy;  for 
Galba  had  loaded  the  former  with  taxes,  deprived  them  of 
part  of  their  territories,  and  converted  to  his  own  ufe*  the 
revenues  of  their  ftate  (D). 

From  Lyohs  the  army  was  led  ilowly  through  the  tcrri* 
tories  of  the  Allobroges  and  Vocontii ;  the  general,  upon 
every  halt  that  he  made,  making  infamous  bargains  with  the 
proprietors  of  the  feveral  lands,  and  the  magiftrates  of  the 
ieversl  cities,  for  favour  and  exemptions.  He  ordered  Lucus, 
a  municipal  town  of  the  Vocontii,  to  be  fet  on  fire,  becaufe 
theyihewed  fome  relu£lance  to  pay  the  fum  he  had  requir- 
ed.   Marching  in  this  manner,  Valens  ai[rived  at  length  at  H^  arrkH» 
the  Alps.     Tacitus  obferves,  that  he  had  been  long  very  aitA^JJ^, 
|XKir ;  but  by  this  march  became  fuddenly  rich,  aad  aban- 
doned himfelf,  as  his  appetites  had  been  whetted  by  a  long 
courfe  of  penury,  to  all  manner  of  riot  and  excelTes  ^ 

On  Ac  other  hand  Caecina  rioted  in  greater  fpoil,  and  C^cina 
more  blood.     The  Helvetians,  not  apprifed  of  the  tragical  ^^^'^^ 
pad  of  Galba,  ref  ufed  to  own  the  fovereignty  of  Vitellius.  ^aflatiotu 
in  confequence  of  this  refufal  Caecina,  who  longed  paf-  inthecoun^ 
fionateiy  for  a  pretence  to  plunder  their  country,  inftantly  try  efthg 
decamped,  and  entering  their  territories  in  a  hoftile  man-  ^'''^^^"• 
-ner,  ravaged  their  fields,  facked  their  cities,  and  made  a 
dreadful  havock  of  the  unhappy  inhabitants  ;  many  thou- 
fands  were  cut  off,  and  great  numbers  made  prifoners  and 
fold  for  flayes  ;  for  the  Helvetians,  once  renowned  for  their 

I  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  60—67. 

(D)  As  animofities  had  been  fupport  of  Galba.     The  peo- 

long  fubfifting  between  the  peo-  pie  of  Vienne  gained  over  Va- 

ple  of  Lyons  and  thofe  of^Vi-  lens  with  an  immenfefum,  and 

cnne,  Valens,  at  the  inftigation  a   donative  to  the  foldiery  of 

of  the  forn^er,  marched  againft  three  hundred  fefterces  a  man : 

the  latter,  under  pretence  that  they  were  commanded,   how- 

they  had  aided  the  confpiracy  ever,  to  furrender  the  arms  be- 

and  attempts  of  Vindex,  and  longing  to  the  ftate,  and  to  fup- 

had  lately  levied  troops  for  the  ply  the  fokiiers  with  provifions. 
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valour  and  experience  in  war,  were  at  this  time  only  li- 
mous  for  the  reputation  which  they  had  formerly  acqurred  z 
they  were  fierce  and  daring,  fays  our  hiftorian,  while  dan- 
ger was  at  a  diftance,  but  ftruck  with  terror  when  it  arriv- 
ed.    As  the  army,  after  having  committed  univerfal  raTage 
and  fpoil,  was  marching  in  order  of  battle  to  Aventicum^ 
the  metropolis  of  the  country,  deputies  from  thence  were 
difpatched  to  offer  a  furrender  of  the  city,  which  was  ac- 
cepted.    Julius  Alpinus,  a  leading  man  among  the  Helre- 
tians,  was,  by  Caecina's  order,  put  to  death  ;  the  fate  of 
the  reft  was  referred  to  the  judgement  of  Vitellius,  who, 
moved  with  the  tears  and  intreaties  of  Claudius  Coffus,  their 
deputy,  a  man  of  great  eloquence  and  addrefs,  granted  a 
general  pardon  and  fccurity  ^,     While  C^cina  was  waiting 
in  the  country  of  the  Helvetians,  till  he  had  learnt  the  plea- 
furc  of  Vitellius,  and  preparing  at  the  fame  time  to  pafs 
Afiaadron  the  Alps,  he  received  joyful  intelligence  from  Italy,  that 
<^^^        the  fquadron  of  horfe  named  Syllana,  then  encamped  on 
TiumJ^     the  banks  of  the  Po,  had  declared  for  Vitellius.  They  had 
and  brings   fcrvcd  undcrhim  in  Africa,  when  he  was  proconful  there  j 
$'verjfe^e-    had  been  recalled  from  thence  by  Nero,  in  order  to  be  fent 
raicrtitsta  forward  into  Egypt;  and,  upon  the  infurreftion  of  Vi'ndex, 
ir^"^       jjgjgjjjg^  J  J,  Italy.     As  the  officers  were  unacquainted  with 
^  ^'  Otho,  and  engaged  by  obligations  to  Vitellius,  they  cafily 

prevailed  upon  their  men,  by  magnifying  the  great  ftrcngth 
of  the  approaching  legions,  and  the  renown  or  the  German 
armies,  to  join  the  fame  party,  and  fwear  fealty  to  Vitel- 
lius. With  themfelves,  as  a  prefent  to  their  new  prince, 
they  brought  into  his  intereft  the  ftrongeft  municipal  cities 
beyond  the  Po,  namely,  Milan,  Novara,  Jurea,  and  Ver- 
I  celli.     As  fuch  an  extcnfive  country  could  not  be  guarded 

by  a  fingle  ba;nd  of  cavalry,  Caecina,  who  had  this  infor- 
mation direftly  from  themfelves,  difpatched  thither  the  fc- 
veral  cohorts  of  Gauls,  Lufitanians,  and  Britons,  with  a 
body  of  German  troops,  and  the  fquadron  of  horfe,  called 
Taurina.  As  for  himfelf,  he  was  fome  time  in  doubt 
whether  it  was  not  advifeable  to  bend  his  march  over  the 
mountains  of  Rha^tia  towards  Noricum,  againft  Petronius, 
governor  of  that  province,  who  having  on  all  fides  raifed 
forces,  and  broken  down  the  bridges  over  the  .rivers,  was 
fufpcded  to  aft  for  Otho :  but  fearing  he  might  lofe  the 
detachments  already  fent  forward,  and  reflefting,  that 
wherever  the  decifive  battle  (hould  be  fought,  Noricum 
would  certainly  fall  to  the  viftor,  he  ordered  his  foldiers, 

^  Tacit.  Kb.  i.  cap.  68,  69, 
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V5ghtlf  armed,  to  take  their  route  over  the  Apennine,  and 
^ondu£led  himfelf  the  heavy  body  of  legionaries  over  the  Hepaffes 
.ji^lps,  ftill  covered  with  fnow  ^  the  Alps. 

The  arrival  of  thefe  troops  in  Italy  filled  Rome  with  con-  jiomt  in 
flernation.    Not  only  the  fenate  and  equeftrian  order,  who  gnat  con" 
had  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration,  and  fome  concern  for  the  fl^n^hn* 
public  welfare,  but  even  the  populace,  loudly  complained, 
that  two  men,  the  mod  infamous  for  effeminacy,  profu- 
fion,  and  debauchery,  were  thus  fatally  chofcn,  on  purpofe 
to  deftroy  the  empire.     They  thought  their  vows  for  either 
would  be  alike  deteftable,  their  fupplications  alike  impious, 
fince  ftich  men  they  both  were,  that  which  of  the  two 
proved  the  conqueror,  would  thence  prove  the  worft.     In 
the  mean  time  Otho,  though  hitherto  entirely  abandoned 
to  his  pleafures,  was  not  at  this  juncture  lulled  afleep  by 
them  ;  but  fufpending  his  voluptuous  fallies»  and  artfully 
difTembling  his  paflion  for  luxury,  conduced  all  things 
fuitably  to  the  dignity  of  the  empire.     In  order  to  gain  the  OthoftrUfa 
affe£tions  of  the  people,  who  fufpcded  his  virtues  to  be  Ugaimlu 
feigned,  and  apprehended  a  return  of  his  vices,  he  caufed  ^ff'^'om 
Celfus  Marius,  conful  eleft,  to  be  brought  before  him  in  ^L^Jig 
the   Capitol.     He  had  already  refcued  him,  as  we  have 
related   before,  from  the  cruelty  of  the  foldiers,    under 
colour  of  cojhmitting  him  to  prifon  ;  and  now  he  aimed  at 
obtaining  the  chara£ter  of  tendernefs  and  clemency,  by 
mercy  fliewn  to  a  man  fo  illuftrious,  fo  beloved  by  the 
Koman  people,  and  fo  odious  to  all  the  partifans  of  Otho's 
caufe. 

Celfus,  when  he  appeared,  confefled,  without  betraying 

the  lead  fear,  the  imputed   crime   of  having  perfevered 

fteadily  in  his  allegiance  to  Galba ;   he  even  appealed  to  Pardons 

Otho,  whether  he  ought  not  to  approve  fuch  an  example  ^Ifi^^^^" 

of  fidelity.     Otho  commended  his  fteadinefs,   and,  in  a 

very  condefcending  manner,  defired  him  rather  to  forget 

his  confinement  than  remember  his  releafe :  neither  did  he 

treat  him  as  a  criminal  pardoned,  but  inftantly  admitted 

him  amongft  his  moft  intimate  friends,  and  prefently  after 

chofc  him  one  of  his  generals  for  conducing  the  war.  The 

faving  the  life  of  Celfus  caufed  an  uniyerfal  joy  amongft 

men  of  rank,  was  applauded  with  loud  acclamations  by  the 

populace,  and  not  ill  received  even  by  the  foldiers,  who 

now  admired  in  him  the  fame  virtue  againft  which  they 

had,  in  the  height  of  their  fury,  been  fo  much  incenfed  ". 

1  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap*  70,  *"  Tacit.  Hitt.  lib,  i.  cap.  71. 
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The  public  joy  for  the  deliverance  of  Celfug  was  greaC^r 
TtgeUimu    heightened  by  the  fate  of  Tigdiinus :  he  had  been  the  cbi^JF 
§rJer4dt9    author  of  all  the  enormities  committed  by  Nero,  vAu>m  Esc; 
^ftroyfum-  had  afterwards  betrayed  and  abandoned ;  and  was  therefore 
•^'  abhorred  by  thofe  who  loved  and  tbofe  wto  hated  Nero. 

While  Galba  reigned,  he  was  proteded  by  the  power  and 
authority  of  Titus  Vkiius ;  hence  the  people  were  the  more 
kiflamed  againft  him,  their  old  deteftation  of  Tigellinus 
concurring  with  their  recent  hatred  to  Viaius.  Frotn  every 
iqjuarter  of  the  city  multitudes  naw  flocked  to  the  forum 
and  the  palace,  and  filled  the  circus  and  the  feverai 
theatres,  demanding,  with  bold  and  feditious  threats,  the 
execution  of  Tigellinus,  ti]l  at  length  the  fatal  injcundion 
to  die  was  difpatched  to  him,  then  at  the  baths  of  binuefla. 
There,  amidft  harlots,  after  many  paffionate  embraces  and 
unmanly  delays,  he  at  laft  cut  his  throat  with  a  razor  ". 
C^mfponJ'  While  the  forces  of  Vitellius  were  on  their  march  to 
«»^^-  Italy,  Otho,  by  frequent  mefiengers,  and  private  letters, 
^^'yfi  ftrove  to  divert  his  competitor  from  engaging  in  a  war 
ffjgf^  '  which  might  prove  fatal  to  both.  He  offered  him  immenfe 
fums,  and  fuch  a  place  of  retirement  as  he  himf^lf  fiiould 
choofe  to  live  in,  agreeable  to  his  profufe  life  and  tafte ; 
be  even  engaged  to  ihare  the  empire  with  iiim,  and  to 
marry  his  daughter.  With  the  fame  or  the  like  offers  Vi- 
tellius tempted  Otho ;  fo  that  they  foon  proceeded  to  re- 
proaches, upbraiding  each  other  with  their  debaucheries 
and  profligate  lives ',  nor  in  this  did  either  bring  a  falfe 
charge  againft  the  other.  Otho,  having  recalled  the  am* 
baffadors  fent  by  Galba  to  the  armies  in  Germany,  dif<* 
patched  others  in  the  plaufible  name  of  the  fenate;  but  the 
ambaffadors  continued  with  Vitellius.  Vitellius  obliged  the 
prxtorian  guards,  who,  by  the  appointment  of  Otho,  ac« 
companied  them,  to  return  back,  without  fuffering  them 
to  mix  with  his  legionaries.  At  the  fame  time  Valens 
tranfmitted  letters  to  the  prcetorian  bands,  and  city-cohorts, 
in  the  name  of  the  German  army,  exhorting  them  to  aban«i 
don  Otho,  and  his  intereft.  He  likewife  upbraided  them 
for  transferring  the  fovereignty  to  Otho,  when  it  had  been 
fo  long  before  conferred  upon  Vitellius.  The  German 
army  continuing  faithful  to  Vitellius,  notwithftanding  the 
great  promifes  of  Otho,  and  the  prcetorian  bands  fteady  in 
their  allegiance  to  Otho,  notwithftanding  the  offers  of  Vi- 
tellius, the  two  chiefs  began  to  employ  fnares  and  minifters 
of  death  againft  each  other :  affaffins  were  difpatched  by 

a  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  yiy 
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Otbo  lata  Germany,  and  by  VltclUus  to  Rome ),  but  the 
attempts  on  both  fides  were  defeated  **. 

The  firft  advices  from  abroad  that  raifed  Otho's  h<^es,  Mofl  9f  $k^ 
were  from  lUyricum,  whence  hje  received  ad^vicc^  that  the  pro^vinces 
legions  in  Dalmatia,  in  Pannonia  and  Mcefia,  had  declared  <''<^»'^/«' 
for  bim,  and  fworn  allegiance.     The  army  in  Judaea  wag  ^ 
by  Vefpafian  induced  to  fwncar  allegiance  to  Otho,  as  were 
the  legions  in  Syria  by  Mucianu&  governor  of  that  province 
£gypt  too,  and  all  the  provinces  extending  to  the  £a(l,  fub- 
mitted  to  him.     The  like  homage  was  paid  him  in  Africa^ 
in  Spain,  and  in  Narbonne  Gaul ;  but  the  latter  province 
foon  acceded  to  the  party  of  Vitelliusy  which  was  the  near- 
eft  and  ftrongefl.  Aquitain  likewife  firft  declared  forOtho; 
but  foon  after,  from  the  fame  motive,  fwore  fealty  to  Vi- 
tellius:  for  there  was  no  real  zeal,  as  Tacitus  obferves,  in 
the  people  for  the  caufe  and  intercft  of  either  of  the  pre- 
tenders, and  only  by  the  impreffions  of  fear  they  were 
tranfported,  and  changed  from  one  fide  to  another.    Otho, 
in  the  mean  time,  as  if  full  peace  had  reigned,  applied 
faimfelf  to  the  civil  adminiftration  of  the  empire :  in  the 
fenate  he  made  many  conciliating  and  popular  harangues  ; 
upon  fuch  ancient  fenators  as  had  already  fuftained  the  firQ; 
employments  in  the  ftate,  he  conferred  the  pontifical  or  au* 
gurai  dignities*,   feveral  young  noblemen  lately  recalled 
from  exile,  he  invefted  with  fuch  facerdotal  offices  as  had 
been  enjoyed  by  their  fathers  or   anceftors.     To  Cadiu^ 
Rufus,  Pedius  Blaefus,  and  Scaeviniis  Promptinus,  fenators 
degraded  in  the  reigns  of  Claudius  and  Nero,  he  reitored 
their  former  dignity.    By  the  like  benevolence  he  attempt*  Hejtudles 
cd  to  gain  the  afFeftions  of  whole  cities  and  provinces.   He  '*  ^^'« 
fupplied  the  colonies  of  Hifpalis  and  Emerita  with  a  fre(h  ^^Vf  ^" 
recruit  of  families,  and  made  the   whole  people  of  the        "*^' 
Lingons  free  of  Rome.     To  the  province  of  Bsetica  he  fuh- 
jefted  all  the  cities  of  Mauritania ;  and  granted  great  pri-p 
'  vileges  to  the  Cappadocians  and  Africans.    But  not  forget- 
ting, even  while   his  fovereignty  was  at  ftake,  to  honour 
the  memory  of  his  once-favoured  Poppsea,  he  procured  a 
decree  from  the  fenate  for  replacing  her  feveral  ftatues, 
which  had  been  thrown  down  after  the  death  of  Nero ; 
he  fufFcred  the  ftatues  of  that  prince  to  be  reared  in  public 
places,  and  did  not  betray  any  diftafte,  but  rather  fatis- 
fadion,  upon  his  being  faluted  by  the  people  in  the  theatre 
with  the  name  of  Nero  Otho  p. 

•  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  73.    Suet,  in  0th.  cap.  8.    Plut.  in  Oth#  . 
f  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  77*    Suet.  cap«  7,   Piur.  in  0th. 
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While  the  minds  of  all  men  were  intent  upon  the  prc^ 
grefs  and  ifTue  of  the  civil  war,  the  Roxolanians,  a  people 
of  Sarmatia,  having  made  an  irruption  into  Moefia,  to  tlie 
number  of  nine  thoufand  men,  and  cut  off  two  cohorts, 
were  unexpeftedly  attacked  by  the  third  legion,  defeated^ 
and  obliged  to  take  flielter  in  tne  marlhes,  where,  through 
the  rigour  of  the  winter,  they  all  periflied.  For  this  vidory, 
Marcus  Aponius,   governor  of  Rome,  was  diftinguiihed 
with  a  triumphal  ftatue :  and  the  confular  ornaments  were 
granted  to  Fulvius  Aurelius,  Julianus  Titus,  and  Numifius 
Lupus,  commanders  of  the  legions  in  that  country.     Great 
was  Otho's  joy  on  this  occafion ;  for  to  himfelf  he  aiTumed 
the  glory,  as  if  the  fuccefs  in  war  was  owing  to  his 
aufpices  i. 

At  Rome  in  the  mean  time  arofe,  from  an  unforefeen 
accident,  a  fedition,  which  well  nigh  involved  the  city  in 
deftru£tion.  Otho  had  ordered  the  feventccnth  legion  to 
be  removed  from  Oftia,  where  it  was  quartered,  to  Rome^ 
and  committed  the  care  of  fupplying  them  with  arms  to 
Varius  Crifpinus,  a  tribune  of  the  praetorian  guards.  CriC* 
pinus  choofing,  for  the  execution  of  his  orders,  the  clofe  of 
the  evening,  when  the  camp  was  compofed,  and  the  fol- 
diers  retired  to  their  tents,  direfted  the  armoury  to  be 
thrown  open,  and  the  carriages  belonging  to  the  cohorts  to 
be  loaded.  The  latenefs  of  the  hour  aroufed  the  jealoufy 
of  the  drunken  foldiery.  Some  of  the  moft  turbulent,  and 
moft  intoxicated,  began  to  cry  out,  that  Crifpinus  was 
difafFe6%ed  to  Otho  ;  that  the  fenate  was  arming  againft  the 
perfon  and  caufe  of  their  emperor ;  and  that  thofe  arms 
were  to  be  employed,  not  for  him,  as  Crifpinus  pretended, 
but  againft  him.  This  report  being  immediately  fpread 
through  the  camp,  a  general  uproar  enfued ;  they  feized 
their  arms,  and  having  cut  in  pieces  Crifpinus,  while  he 
was  endeavouring  to  reprefs  their  feditious  fury,  and  with 
him  fuch  of  the  centurions  as  were  remarkable  for  feverity 
of  difcipline,  they  inftantly  marched  to  Rome,  and  ad- 
vanced with  their  drawn  (words  to  the  imperial  palace. 
Otho  was  then  entertaining  the  chief  lords,  and  the  women 
of  the  greateft  diftindlion  in  the  city.  As  they  doubted 
whether  the  danger  proceeded  from  the  mutiny  of  the  fol- 
diery, or  the  premeditated  treachery  of  the  emperor,  they 
were  all  feized  with  dread  and  terror,  and  not  knowing 
whether  they  Ihould  fly  or  ftay,  conftantly  watched  the 
countenance  of  Otho ;  who,  being  alarmed  at  the  danger 
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threatening  his  guefts,  amongft  whom  were  eighty  fenatorSf 
not  only  difpatcned  forthwith  the  captains  of  the  guards  to 
mitigate  the  rage  of  the  foldiers,  but  ordered  the  company 
to  retire  with  all  fpeed  by  private  ways. 

Xhcy  were  no  fooner  gone  than  the  foldiers,  breaking  Their  rttge 
down  the  gates  of  the  palace,  forced  their  way  into  the  mndfury^ 
banqueting-roomi  and  there,    with  one  voice,  demanded 
to  have  a  fight  of  Otho,  having  in  their  paffage  wounded 
Julius  Martialis  and  Vitellius  Saturninus,  two  officers  who 
endeavoured  to  oppofe  their  tumultuous  entrance.  On  every 
fide  arms  were  brandifhed,  and  terrible  menaces  uttered, 
not  only  againft  the  tribunes  and  centurions,  but  againft 
the  whole  body  of  the  fenate;  for  as  they  could  aflign  no 
particular  vi£lim  to  their  fury,  they  claimed  a  latitude  for 
general  flaughter,  aflerting  that  the  whole  fenate  had  con- 
ipired  againft  Otho ;    till   the  emperor,   riling  from   his 
couch,  by  fupplications,  intreaties,  and  even  tears,  to  the 
difgrace  of  the  imperial  dignity,  prevailed  upon  them,  with 
great  difficulty,  to  defift,  and  return  to  their  camp.     Next 
day  the  houfes  in  the  city  continued  clofe  (hut  up ;  not  a 
perfon  was  to  be  feen  in  the  ftreets ;  and  the  foldiers,  with 
down-caft  looks.  Chewed  rather  tokens  of  anger  and  rage 
than  remorfe.    Their  captains,  therefore,  Licinius  Procu- 
lus  and  Plotius  Primus,   harangued   them  in  companies 
apart,  and  endeavoured  to  appeafe  their  fury ;.  but  to  no 
purpofe,  till  they  diftributed   among   them   a  large  fum,  Tkejart 
amounting  to  five  thoufand  fefterces  a  man.   .  Then,  and  appeajid 
not  before,  Otho  ventured  to  enter  the  camp,  where  the  J*"^'*« 
foldiers,  returned  at  length  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  gather-  ^^f*^ 
cd  rpund  him,  and,  with  a  compofed  behaviour,  required 
that  the  authors  of  the  infurreftion  fliould  be  put  to  death. 
The    emperor,    afcending   the   tribunal,    reprefented   the 
enormity  of  their  late  conduct,  enlarged  on  the  refpedl  due 
to  the  fenate,  and  the  neceffity  of  maintaining  military  dif- 
cipline  in  the  camp  ;  but  as  he  knew,  that  a  fovereignty, 
like  his,  acquired  by  flagrant  iniquity,  could  never  be  pre- 
served by  reviving  the  rigid  virtue  and  difcipline  of  the 
ancient  Romans,    he  concluded,  that  of  the  late  tranf- 
grcffion  but  few  were  guilty,  and  that  of  thefe  few  two 
only  ihould  be  puniflied.     His  fpeech  was  favourably  re- 
ceived, and  two  of  the  ringleaders  in  the  late  tumult  were 
immediately  executed,  no  one  (hewing  the  leaft  concern 
for  them,  though  capital  puni(hment  was  infli£led  in  the 
fight  of  their  comrades  and  the  whole  army. 

Thus  was  the  fedition  entirely  quelled ;  but  neverthelefs  Th  con- 
the  city  ftill  continued  in  the  utmoft  confternation,  from  ftirnation 
the  apprchenfion  of  a  civil  war,  and  the  dread  of  being  ^f^^'^^^y^ 
s  involved 
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involved  in  the  fame  calamities  which  had  proved  fatal  to  It 
in  the  time  of  Antony  and  0£}avianus.    They  were,    on 
one  hand)  under  the  necef&ty  of  ohtiging  Otho>  and,    on 
the  other,  afraid  to  enrage  Vitellius,  who  was  fupporteci 
by  a  ftrong  party,  and  might  uhimately  get  the  better  of 
his  rival.    The  foldiers,  dil^erfed  all  over  the  city,  crept 
into  houfesin  difgoifed  habits,  as  fpies,  watching  for  mat- 
ter of  mifchief  and  deftruffcion  againft  fuch  as  were  diftin- 
Siifhed  for  their  nobility  or  wealth.     Some  too  believed, 
at  certain  foldiers  from  the  army  of  Vitellius  were  arrived 
at  Rome,  to  found  the  afFe£lions  of  the  Roman  people. 
Hence  all  places  were  filled  with  fufpicion  and  diftruft  } 
and  men  were  not  exempt  from  caution  and  fear  in   the 
mod  fecret  recefles  of  their  own  houfes.    But,  in  public, 
this  fort  of  dread  chiefly  prevailed :  there  people  ftudied 
with  great  care  to  frame  their  faces  agreeable  to  the  quality 
of  the  news  that  were  faid  to  be  brought,  that  they  might 
not  feem  to  betray  any  diffidence,  when  affairs  bore  an  am- 
biguous afpeft,  or  be  flow  in  rejoicing,  when  they  appear- 
ed profperous.  The  fenators  chiefly,  when  aflembled,  were 
It  a  lofs  how  to  preferve  in  all  points  a  fafe  and  unex* 
€eptionable'condu£^.     They  dreaded  the  confequences  that 
might  attend  their  iflluing  decrees  againft  Vitellius ;    but 
were  afraid  that,  by  forbearing  to  ifllue  them,  they  might 
roufe  the  jealoufy  of  Otho.     In  this  perplexity,  without 
publiihing  any  decrees,    they  contented  themfelves  with 
uttering  invetlives  againft  Vitellius^    but   fuch  as  being 
common  and  vulgar,  were  not  remarkable  ;  and  even   thefe 
the  mofl:  wary  took  care  to  utter  when  many  were  fpeaking 
at  once '. 

The  general  terror  was  increafed  by  feveral  prodigies  faid 
to  have  happened  at  this  time.  From  the  hands  of  the  fta- 
tue  of  Viftory  triumphant,  ftanding  upon  the  chariot  in  the 
porch  of  the  Capitol,  the  reins  dropped,  as  if  (he  were 
grown  too  weak  to  hold  them  any  longer.  From  Juno's 
chapel  fuddenly  arofe  an  apparition  of  a  (ize  more  than  hu- 
man. The  ftatue  of  Julius  Caefar,  in  an  ifland  in  the  Ti- 
ber, turned  round  from  weft  to  eaft,  upon  a  day  utterly 
free  from  tempefts.  In  Hetruria  an  ox  fpoke  ;  divers  ani- 
mals were  faid  to  have  produced  unnatural  births ;  but  the 
moft  aflFefting  omen  was  a  hafty  and  dreadful  inundation  of 
the  Tiber,  whofe  waters,  fwelling  to  an  immenfe  height, 
overthrew  the  Sublician  bridge,  and  having  their  courfeob- 
ftruded  by.  the  heap  of  ruins,  not  only  overflowed  the  ad- 
jacent parts,  but  covered  places  which  were  reckoned  fe- 
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cure  agatnft  any  fuch  difafter.    Many  were  fwcpt  away  fn 
tK«    ftreets,   and  many  drowned  in  their  (hops  and  beds. 
Antiongft  the  populace  a  famine  enfued,  the  corn  and  other 
pTOTtfioild  being  in  great  part  carried  away  by  the  river. 
As   foon  as  the  waters^  returned  into  their  channel,  Otho 
performed  the  folcmnity  of  luftration,  and  purified  the  city 
"With  fairificcs.     Thett  weighing  carefully  with  his  friends  OiA^pro^ 
all  the  methods  of  condud^ing  the  war,  he  fefolvcd  to  fend  ^^^'  ^« 
a  powerful  force  by  fea  to  invade  Narboniie  G^uf,  fince  the  !^j^    ' 
Apennine  Moutitairid,  with  thofe  of  the  Cottian  Alps,  and 
all  the  other  approaches  to  Gaul,  Were  blocked  up  by  the 
armies  of  Vitellius.    With  this  view  he  reinforced  the  navy 
and  the  marines  with  a  detachment  from  the  praetorian 
bands.     The  dire£lion  in  chief  of  the  (Expedition  was  com- 
mitted to  Antonius  Novellus,  to  Suedius  Clemens,  both 
lately  centurions  of  the  fitft  rank,  and  to  iBmilits  Pacen* 
£85   a  tribune,  difmiffed  by  Galba,  and  now  by  Otho  re^ 
inftated.  Ofcus,  one  of  the  cmperor*s  frecdmen,  was  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  (hips,  and  employed  to  infpeS  the  fi- 
<^elity  and  behaviour  of  the  other  officers.     As  for  Otho 
himfelf,  he  refolved  to  march  againft  Caecina  and  Vale ns, 
at  the  head  of  the  prsetorian  guards,  and  the  other  troops 
which  were  then  quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  RomeJ 
Under  him  commanded,  as  lieutenants,  Suetonius  Pauli- 
nus,  Marius  Celfus,  and  Annius  Gallus,  all  men  of  known 
valour  and  experience,  and  capable  of  performing  great  ex- 
ploitSt  had  not  Otho  placed  his  chief  confidence  in  Licinius 
Proculus,   captain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  fufFered 
himfelf  to  be  governed  by  him,  though  quite  unexperienced 
in  war  *.  ♦ 

Otho,  before  he  left  Rome,  ordered  Cornelius  Dolabella 
to  retire  to  Aquinum  in  Campania,  where  he  was  kept  un- 
der confinement,  being  obnoxious  on  account  of  the  an- 
cient luftre  of  his  name,  and  kindred  to  Galba.     Then  the  Otho  of » 
emperor  ordered  many  of  the  magiftrates,  and  'a  great  part  ^f'V^V. 
of  fuch  as  had  i)een  confuls,  to  prepare  for  the  field,  with  ^^j,^^ 
no  defign  of  allowing  them  any  fhare  in  the  war,  but  onlyy^/^J^ ^y^ 
under  colour  of  accompanying  him  (E).    Great  on  this  oc- 
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(E)  Amongft  thefe  was  in-  and  his  children ;  and  to  thefe 

eluded  Lucius,  the  brother  of  Otho,  either  thmugh  fear,  or 

Vitellius,  whom  Otho  did  not  from  an   affedted   moderation^ 

diftinguifl)  with  any  new  marks  (hewed  a  tender  regard,  com<r 

either  of  his  favour  or  dii^lea-  meoding  them  to  theproteiftioa 

fure.    Vitellius  had  likewiie  left  '  of  his  mends^ 
at  Rome  his  mother,  his  wif<H 
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csifioa  was  tbe  cooftcmaCim  of  4Mr  cUf  1  tke  eMff  femi»f« 
were  difablcd  by  agt  from  bearing  the  toib  of  wgr  s    tb« 
BoUes  were  funk  in  flocb^  -  »iiil2  through  a  long  pe»ee  w^jpp 
entirclf  ignorant  of  the  n^Ut^qr  U^^l  the  Roman  kaiglft^ 
lirere  tuucquainted  with  the  fua^i^n^  and  dudes  of  a  t^OBj^ 
The  more  thefe  degrees  of  men  drove  to  cooceal  their  fe^r^ 
the  more  apparently  they  difcovered  it.    Some,  to  difguifr 
their  want  of  courage,  purcbafed  gay  and  glaring  an9aour# 
wkh  fine  and  (lately  horfes;  others  provided  materials  ftyg 
riot  and  feaftins,  as  fo  many  impl^naeoi^  of  war.     IJiC 
giddy  and  tboughdefs  multitude  were  pufied  up  with  raSia 
bopes«    Thofe  who  found  their  fortune^  and  credit  defpc** 
r^e  4nring  p(B»cet  i>ejoiced  in  the  puWie  oominotionst  pn^* 
mifing  tp  tbemfelves  in  particular  more  feeurity  in  the  go* 
perai  di&rai£tion ;  but  they  all  foon  felt  the  heavy  eviU  md 
yfcS^sc^  fd  WdTs  tbe  prjce  of  prvHrifi^n^  being  doiubled,  nmd 
the  pgtp«irfa(:e  at  o«qs  4eprived  of  the  ufual  bounties  of  the 
piiocej  who  could  vof^  without  much  dificulty»  find  codm 
and  money  to  Ci^pply  l^s  numerous  armies  '• 
Ttf*«  his        When  Otho's  foroes  were  ready  to  take  the  field,  he  a& 
^foL  •  f^°^^'^^  ^^^  fenate  cm  the  fourteenth  of  March,  and  10  their 
'      ''  care  recommended  the  conunon wealth  :  he  ordened  the  pen* 
pie  to  meet,  and  in  a  long  fpeech  to  them  .boafted,  that  his 
intereil  and  ^tle  were  fupported  by  the  mauefty  of  the  city, 
^nd  the  joint  (onfent  of  the  people  and  (enate*     Againft 
the  partisans  of  Vitellius  he  fpoke  with  modemtion  and  re*^ 
fkraint,  taxing  the  German  legions  rather  with  i^oraace 
than  with  in^lence  and  rebellion :  of  Vitellius  he  made  no 
fnention.     tn  all  military  deliberations  he  confulted  Sueto* 
nius  Paulinus  and  Marius  Celfus  ;  in  his  civil  admtniftra^ 
tton  he  was  believed  to  employ  the  talents  of  Galerius  Tra- 
chaJus.    The  emperor's  fpeech  was  reiceived  by  the  popo^ 
lace  with,  loud  0iouifi$  and  acclamations,  each  Ariving  to 
A%rpa£»  the  other  in  ftrains  of  flattery*    Qtho,  upon  leav-r 
ing  Rome:,  committed  to  his  brother  Salvius  THianus  the 
charge  of  maintaining  its  tranquility^  and  of  managing  the 
audlmves  other  aifaics  pf  the  empire.   When  He  had  thus  fettkd  mat* 
Rome*        tgrs  in  the  qity,  he  at  laft  fet  out,  at  the  head  of  the  prsto# 
rian  cohorts,  with  a  chofen  body  of  fuch  of  the  praetorian 
bands  as  fervcd  under  the;  ftandard  of  veterans,  and  a  great 
nunaber  pf  inarines.    He  himfelf  marched  before  the  en- 
iSgns  on  foot,  wearing  a  breaft-platc  of  iron,  in  the  rough 
. .  attire  of  a  foldief,  withput  the  leaft  attention  to  ]iis  perfon, 
which  he  bad  been  uf^d  to  ^ul^lvat^  wit;h  aU  tbi^  9Ct  of  die 
moft  lu^rurri^MiS  ^iiemmacy  ^ 
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yorttine  fecondcd  his  firft  attempts ;  for  his  Beet,  having  Thtjkceift 
made  a  (iefcent  in  the  jprovince  of  the  maritime  Alps,  de-  ofhtfltn 
f eated  the  Ligjuri^s,  whom  Marius  Maturus,  who  governed  ^I^J^A   » 
that  province  in  quality  of  procurator,  had  armed  againft  *^**'^^« 
theoi,  plundered  Aljjium  Intcnielium,  now  Viniijniglia,  and 
laid  wafte  the  whole  country.     In  the'mean  time  news  be- 
ing fern  in  great  hafte  and  alarm  to  Fabius  Val?ns,  that 
Otho's  fleet  wa$  upon  the  coaft  of  Narbonne  Gaul,  he  fent 
thither  two  cohorts  of  Tungrians,  four  troops  of  horfe,  and 
the  whole  fquadron  of  Treverians,  under  d&e  command  of 
Julius  Circus.    To  thcfe  were  joined  a  cohort  of  Ligu- 
rians,  and  five  hundred  Pannonians.    They  no  fooner  ar- 
rived, than  they  were  attacked  by  Otho's  troops,  who  had 
^ready  landed.   The  engagement  lafted  till  night,  and  was 
renewed  next  day,  when  vitellius's  forces  were  at  length 
put  to  flight  with  great  flaughter :  hpwever,  as  the  vt&orf 
proved  very  bloody,  the  vi^rs  retired  to  Albiugaunum,  a 
municipal  city  in  Liguri»,  and  th^re  continued  withqujt 
making  any  farther  attempts  upon  Narbonne  Gaul.   At  the 
fame  time  Decimus  Pacarius,  governor  of  Corfica,  having 
declared  for  Vitellius,  was  fl^in  by  the  inhabitants^  who 
brought  hi(s  head  to  Qtho  ^. 

In  Italy,  the  whole  country  which  extends  from  the  Po  T/ncoim* 
<o  the  Alps  was  pofl!efled  by  the  troops  of  Vitellius ;  for  the  ^O  ^' 
fquadron  of  horfe,  named  Syllana,  had  brought  over  with  j3^''VfjL 
diem  feyeral  cities  to  his  party,  as  we  have  related  ;  and  the  ^/^^  #a^.    • 
cohorts,  wjiich  Caecin^  naS  lent  thither  before  him,  were  miu  to  Ti- 
already  s^rnved.    To  them  therefore  feveral  cities  fubmitted,  uUiusm 
iiot  from  any  afFeftion  to  Vitellius,  or  that  they  preferred 
bis  caufe  to  that  of  Otho  j  but  becaufe  they  were  enervated 
by  long  peac^  and  eafe,  ready  for  any  bondage,  and  the 
cafy  acquifition  of  the  firft  comer.    At  Cremona  Vitellius's 
men  furprifed  and  took  prifoners  a  cohort  of  Pannonians  ; 
and  between  Plac^tia  and  Ticinum  intercepted  a  hundred 
horfe  and  a  thoufand  marines.     A^iniated  with  this  fuc- 
cefs,  they  paffed  the  Po,  oppofite  Placentia, .  where  it  wa^ 
reported,  that  Caecina  approached  with  his  whole  army. 
Veftrius  Spurinna,  who  commanded  in  that  city  for  Otho, 
with  five  cohorts  of  the  prsetorian  guards,  a  thoufand  vete- 
rans, and  a  few  horfe,  though  he  was  certain  that  Csecina 
was  not  yet  come,  determined  to  confine  his  own  mea 
within  the  fortifications ;  but  they,  headftrong,  unmanage- 
able, and  unacquainted  with  difcipline,  {hatching  up  the 
cnfigns  and  ftandards,  fallied  out  tumultuoufly,  turning 
againft  their  own  commander,  while  he  ftrove.to  reftraia 
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tbem,  the  points  of  their  weapons^  and  exclaiming,  that  a 
plot  was  intended^  and  Ctecina  treacheroufly  called  in  }  fo 
that  Spurinna  was  obliged  to  approve  their  refoludon,  Gnce 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent  it.  With  them  there- 
fore he  marched  out  of  Placentia,  and  arriving,  as  night 
approached,  within  fight  of  the  Po^  reprefented  to  thetn 
the  neccflity  of  pitching  and  fortifying  their  camp  againft 
any  fudden  attack.  This  toil,,  not  able  to  be  borne  by  men 
ufed  to  the  gaieties  of  the  city,  foon  abated  their  courage  ; 
all  over  the  camp  dutiful  and  fubmii&ve  language  was  heard  ; 
they  applauded  with  one  voice  the  prudent  care  of  their 
commander,  who,  for  the  feat  of  the  war,  had  chofen  a 
colony  fo  (Irong  and  opulent  \  and,  fubmitting  to  orders, 
fu^ered  themfelves  to  be  led  back  the  fame  night  to  Pki- 
centia,  where  the  walls  were  forthwith  ftrengthened,  and 
new  bulwarks  added. 
Cacina  In  the  mean  time  Caecina.  having  paffed  the  Alps,  en- 

heftges  tci'cd  Italy.  After  having  attempted  in  vain  to  corrupt  and 
PUcentta.  fe<Juce  Otho's  forces,  he  refolved  to  lay  fiege  to  Placentia; 
and  accordingly  encamped  before  the  place.  /JThe  firft  day 
pafled  in  mutual  reproaches,  Caecina's  men  marching  up  to 
the  walls,  and  upbraiding  Spurinna's  upon  the  ramparts,  as 
players,  dancers,  idle  fpeftators  of  Pythian  and  Olympic 
games,  men  corrupted  by  the  licentious  araufements  of  the 
theatre  and  circus,  who  triumphed  in  the  murdering  of 
Galba,  a  naked  and  difarmed  old  man,  but  were  not  very 
forward  to  face  an  enemy  in  the  field.  Thefe  reproaches 
fo  inflamed  the  befieged,  that  next  day,  when  Caecina  or- 
dered a  general  afiault,  they  behaved  with  incredible  bra- 
very, made  a  dreadful  flaughter  of  his  men,  and  obliged 
h  forced  to  them  to  retreat  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  In  this  conflift, 
raifethe  the  amphitheatre  of  Placentia,  which  ftood  without  the 
fi^ge.  ^  walls,  the  mofl:  {lately  and  capacious  in  Italy,  was  burnt 
down.  This  defeat  brought  great  difgrace  upon  the  party 
of  Vitellius.  Cascina,  afhamed  of  his  difappointment,  im* 
mediately  repafled  the  Po,  and  bent  his  march  towards 
Cremona.  Upon  his  march,  Turullius  Cerealis  revolted 
to  him  with  a  great  number  of  marines,  and  Julius  Brigan- 
ticus  with  a  few  horfe  *. 

About  the  fame  time  Martius  Macer,  who  commanded 
under  Otho  a  body  of  two  thoufand  gladiators,  having  em- 
barked them  upon  the  Po,  landed  unexpeftedly  on  the  op- 
ViteUius's     pofite  fliore,  where  he  furprifed  and  defeated  the  auxiliary 
auxiliaries  troops  which  belonged  to  the  forces  of  Vitellius,  cut  many 
defeated,      pf  them  to  pieces,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  take  refuge  ia 
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Cremona.    Macer  reftraincd  bis  men  from  purfuing  tbem* 

left  the  fugitives,  ftrengtbened  by  fuccours  from  tbe  city» 

might  have  changed  tbe  fortune  of  the  day.    From  this  re- 

ftraint,  great  diftruft  arofe  amongft  the  fufp icious  fotdiers 

of  Otho,  the  moft  cowardly  urging  criminal  impntations 

again  ft  their  leaders,  and  putting  a  malevolent  conftrnAion 

upon  all  their  proceedings.    Csecina,  much  concerned  to 

fee  all  his  enterprizes  abortive,  and  fearing  left  Fabius  Va- 

Ien$>  ivho  was  now  approaching,  ibould  rob  bim  of  tbe 

irhole  glory  of  the  war,  hurried  with  more  impatience  than 

circunoiipeuion  to  retrieve  his  honour.     At  a  place  about 

twelve  miles  from  Cremona,  named  Caftores,  be  fecretly 

conveyed  the  flower  of  his  auxiliaries  into  the  woods>  which 

lay  jttft  above  tbe  great  road  ;  tbe  horfe  he  commanded  lo 

advance,  and,  after  having  engaged  the  enemy,  lo  retreat^^ 

tin  the  auxiliaries,  lying  in  the  woods,  ibould  have  an  op* 

portunity  of  rifing  at  once  out  of  their  ambuih,  and  falling 

up^n  the  enemy.    This  ftratagem  being  difcovered  by  fome 

deferters  to  Otho's  generals,   Paolinus  and  Celfus,  they 

craftily  drew  Csecina's  forces  into  the  fame  fnare ;  for  Pa  a- 

linus  taking  tbe  command  of  the  foot,  and  Celfus  that  of 

the  horfe,  they  placed  three  cohorts  in  clofe  ranks  in  the 

high  road,  and  on<  either  fide  of  it  concealed,  among  the 

woods,  the  firft  legion,  tbe  thirteenth,  (ix  cohorts  of  auxi- 

*  iiaries,  and  a  thoufand  horfe.    The  three  coboits  in  the 

high  road  were  immediatdy  attacked  by,  Caccina's  horfe, 

who,fafter  having  ftood  their  ground  a  while,  turned  their 

backs,  and  fled :  but  Celfus,  who  was  awaie  of  the  artifice,  C^K'ma 

virith-'held  his  men  from  purfuing  them  ;  and  in  the  mean  ^fi^ttd. 

time  the  forces  which  Caecina  had  concealed  in  the  woodjs, 

were  difcovered  in  their  ambufh.     Then  Celfus,  pretending 

fear,  retired  infenfibly  before  them,  till  they  found  them* 

felves  furrounded  on  all  fides ;  for  on  both  their  flanks  they 

were  attacked  by  the  cohorts  of  the  legions,  and  the  horfe 

fuddenly  wheeling  about,  fell  upon  them  in  the  rear. 

Fabius  Valens  arrived  with  tbe  troops  under  his  com- 
mand at  Ticinum ;  where,  while  he  was  fortifying  his 
camp,  news  were  brought  of  the  late  unfuccefsful  little* 
On  this  occafion  his  troops,  accufing  him  of  treachery,  as 
if  be  had,  by  feigned  delays,  detained  them  from  affiiling 
at  the  engagement,  put  themfelves  in  motion,  without  wait- 
ing for  their  generaKs  orders,  to  join  C%cina.     Upon  the  7-^^  effirers 
junction  of  the  forces  of  Valens  wirb  thofeof  Csecina,  the  tfVtttUips 
officers  of  Vitellius  declared  for  a  decifive  battle.     Otho,  inclmf  to  a 
on  tbe  other  hand,  advancing  to  a  village  between  Cremona  ^"^' 
and  Verona,  called  Bedriacum,  had  recourfe  to  a  conful-      '^  ' 
(ation,  whether  it  were  advifeable  to  protra&  the  war«  or 
H3  ri& 
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OfAtV#-  nflc  af  battle.  Upon  this  occifion  Suetonius  Paulinas,  iM^ 
€irs  ttgahifi  moft  experienced  commander  c^  his  age,  declared,  that  £t 
^VH  was  bis  opinion,  that  bafte  and  preftnt  aOion  were  adYSB— 
is^^ottS  to  the  enemy,  but  to  Otho  procraftiaation  and  de-* 
lay,  fince  the  entire  army  of  Vitellius  was  arrited^  ^nd  ii» 
want  of  neceflaries  %  which  obliged  them  to  ofier  battle,  9m 
die  fpeedieft  way*  of  fupplying  their  prefent  want  On  the 
contrary,  Otho's  army  was  abundantly  proTtded  :  Italy,  the 
fenate,  and  the  people  of  Rome,  were  at  his  devotkm,  and 
feadv  to  fupply  him,  not  only  with  proTifions^  but  with 
treaimrey  more  neceffary  than  the  furord  in  all  civil  differ* 
fions.  Beiides,  federal  provinces  h^d  revolted  froin  ViteU 
lius ;  whereas  all  the  count ries>  which  had  at  firft  decbnred 
for  Oiho,  continued  inviolably  attached  to 'his  inlereftJ  lit 
his  front  lay  the  river  Po  %  his  citiei  were  fccure  in  the 
ftrength  of  men  and  walls.;  and  that  none  of  them  wmild 
yield  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  was  evident  irotti  th<; 
bra^e  defence  of  Placentiaf  He  added,  ^hat  were  the  wfff 
protiafked  till  the  fummer,  the  Germans;  of  all  the  enemy^ 
forcjes  the  pioft  formidable,  could  never  endure  fo  great  a 
cha/ige  of  country  and  climate;^  but  infenfibly  moulder 
away,  and  vanifli,  with  all  their  terrors,  {le  concluded, 
ll^at  as  the  legions  of  Pannoni^,  Dalmatia,  and  Moefia, 
were  upon  their  m^rch,  and  would  arrive  in  a  few  days, 
the  emperor  might  then  refume  the  prefcnt  deliberation ; 
and  if  it  were  judge4  advifeaUe  to  engage,  he  might  bring 
into  the  field  a  much  more  numerous  army.  With  the 
^unfei  of  Faulinus,  Marius  Celfiiid  concurred  »  and  Arniioi 
Gallus,  whp  was  abfent,  being  ill  of  the  hpft  which  he  had 
received  1  few  days  before  from  his  hovfe  falling  with  himi  ' 
declared  to  thofe  who  were  fcnt  to  learn  his  adyice,  that  he 
entertained  the  iame  fentiments^  and  would  have  the  em^ 

P?ror  by  all  means  to  wait,^t  l^ft  till  the  legions  from 
annonia,  Dalmatia,  and  Mfsfia,  bad  joined  him.  Bot 
Otho,  Titianus  his  brother,  and  Proculus,  were  determii^ 
upon  engaging :  the  two  latter,  hurried  by  rafhneis  and 
want  of  experi^nce«  were  always  averring,  that  fortune, 
and  <:he  gods,  snd  the  deity  of  Otho,  attended  upon  his 
counfels,  and  would  updoubtediy  proj^r  his  enterprizes : 
to  fuch  grofs  flattery  had  they  recQiirfe,  that  vi^  One  might 
dare  to  thwart  their  opinion),  which  in  the  end  prevailed. 

When  an  engagement  was  refolved  upon,  it  was  debate 
ed  next  in  council,  whether  the  emperoi  fhotlld  be  pre- 
fcnt in  the  a£lion,  or  remove  eHewherc.  Tatianirs  and 
Proculus  advifed  him  to  retire  to  Brixellam,  now  Bcr- 
fello,  where,  feeure  from  the  uncertain  accidents  of  bat- 
tles, he  &ould  referye  himfelf,  they  faid,  fipr  the  direcr 
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tion  of  die  wlidt,  and  tlie  gr^  etids  of  forettl^ntr. 
Pattlinas  undCelftts,  ibntfhey  itiigbt  not  ftem  to  adtift 
expofing  the  peffon  of  the  prince  to  perils^  dared  not 
eppofebis  depaiturt.    This  adviee,  which  Otho  readily  Orilijv- 
ctAbraced,  was  attended  with  two  bad  colrfequencts ;  for  y^*L   . 
he  Gonfiderably  weakeMd  tht  armn  by  taking  with  biiti  a  '^***** 
numeroas  detachment  of  the  beft  troops  to  guard  btm  i 
and  befideSf  the  forces  remaining  loft  all  courage,  fince 
they  fofpeded  the  fidelity  of  fheir  leaders.    In  the  mean 
time,  the  band  of  gladiators^  who  ferved  under  Otho,  be* 
ing  attacked  and  defeated  by  a  detifehment  of  Germ^lnst 
the  death  of  Macen  who  commanded  thofe  gladiators,  was 
requked  by  the  whole  army:  tihey  had  already  wounded  ^ 
faim  with  a  lance,  and  were  falling  upon  him  with  their 
drawn  fwordS>  when,  by  the  fudden  ihterpofition  of  the 
tribunes  and  centurions,  he  was  refcued.    However,  Otho 
being  obliged  to  remove  himj  fetit- Flavins  Babinus,  brother 
16  Vefpafiafi,  to  take  the  charge  of  the  forces  that  bad  been 
under  his  command; 

After  the  departure  of  Otho  to  Brixellum,  the  naihe  and  ^j^g  ^hote 
honour  of  the  generalfhip  remained  with  bis  brother  Ti-  prwer  d$- 
tianus,  but  the  whole  authority  refrded  in  Procultis.   Celfus  w/w</  up» 
and  Paulinus  were  on  no  oeeafion  eonfulted,  but  only  bore  **/)^** 
the  empty  title  of  commanders,  and  thence  ferred  to  anfwer  ^ 
fef  the  faults  and  miftakes  of  others.    The  tribunes  and 
centurions  were  under  the  greateft  concern,  to  fee  men  of 
fuperior  worth  and  capacity  thus  neglected,  while  the  worft 
bore  the  greateft  authority :  but  the  common  foldiers,  who 
fufpeddd  their  fidelity,  were  chearful  and  elated,  though 
rather  difpofed  to  cenfure  and  diipute,  than  to  obey  and 
execute,  tne  orders  of  their  coinmanders.    The  two  arfniei 
were  encanipcd  on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  whence  Otho's 
forces  moved  their  quarters,  and  retired  witfahi  four  miles 
^  of  l^driacum.    Their  march  was  fo  un&ilfuHy  cotiduAedy 
that  they  were  ettremely  diftrdfed  for  want  of  w^terj 
though  it  was  then  the  fpring  of  the  yttir,  about  the  thir- 
teenth of  April,  and  there  were  rivers  on  all  quarters. 
Pmculus  was  for  Continuing  the  march  next  day,  with  a 
defign  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  weif-e  encamped  fixteen 
mUes  diftant,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Adda  and  the  Po* 
This  refolution  Was  vehemently  oppofed  by  Celfus  and  Pau- 
Bnus,  who  declared  againft  expofing  the  army,  fatigued 
with  marching,  and  loaded  with  baggage,  to  the  enemy, 
Who  being  themfehesjtght  and  unincumbered,  and  having 
moved  fcarce  four  tniles,  wottld  ncvei^  lofe  the  advantage  of 
attacking  them,  either  as  they  marched  with  their  ranks 
brokcut  or  afterwards,  while  they  were  foitifying  their  camp. 
H  4  Ihia 
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This  point  was  ftill  under  debate,  when  a  NomUian,  dii^ 
patched  by  Otbo  upon  a  fwift  horfe,  arrived  with  letters  ret 
the  generals;   wherein  %he  emperor,  having  iharply   re- 
proached them  with  want,of  fpirit  and  refolution,  com^ 
manded  them  to  epgage,  without  lofs  of  time.    Upon  the 
receipt  of  the  emperor's  letter$,  Celfus  and  PauUnus  drop- 
ped all  oppofition,  and  the  army  immediately  decamped  *'• 
The  fafq^  day  two  tribunes  of  the  praetorian  euards  came 
to  Csecina,  as  he  was  intent  upon  building  a  bridge  crofk 
the  Po,  and  defirtd  a  conff^rence.     He  was  juit  going  to 
receive  their  overtureS|  when  the  fpies,  in  great  hafte,  ap-? 
prifed  him^  that  the  enemy  was  at  hand.    The  difcourfe 
ivith  the  tribunes  being  thus  interrupted,  it  remained  un« 
certain,  whether  ^hey  intended  tQ  betray  their  own  party> 
to  contrive  a  plot  againft  the  eneipy,  or  had  foQie  defigi^ 
truly  worthy  and  honeft.    Caecipa  having  difmified  the  trtr 
bunes,  immediately  quitted  his  poft  upon  the  river,  and  re- 
paired to  the  camp,  wher^  he  found  the  fignalof  battle  al- 
ready given  by  Valens,  and  th^  fpldier^  undec  arms.  While 
Valens  wa$  drawing  up  his  legions,  his  cavalry  fallied  out, 
but  were  by  a  party  of  Otho's  farces,  much  inferior  in  num-; 
bcr,  repullcd,  and  forced  to  fly  for  {belter  to  their  ram- 
parts I  whence  the  Italic  legion,  with  their  drawn  fwords, 
drove  them  back  to  the  encounter.     The  legions  of  Vitel-* 
lius  were  ranged  in  order  of  battle,  without  the  leaft  con- 
Aernation  or  al;»rm  ^  for  though  thp  enemy  approached, 
they  were  prevented  from  feeing  them  by  a  thick  coppice* 
In  the  army  of  Qtho  an  univerfat  conf^fion  prevailed  ;  the 
generals  diftrufted  the  foldiery,  and  the  foldiery  were  iuT 
cenfed  againft  their  geners^ls.     The  carriages  and  retainer^ 
to  the  camp  were  mixed  and  crowded  amongft  the  rank^  \ 
from  a  deep  ditch  on  each  hand,  the  >yay  was  too  ftreight, 
even  for  an  arxpy  marching*   where  no  daiiger  from  ai^ 
enemy  was  to  be  apprehen4ed.     }io  order  was  obferved, 
fome  thrufting  themfelves  into  the  front,  forne  retiring  to 
the  rear,  as  each  found  himfelf  prompted  by  bravery  or  by 
fear.     Befides,  a  groundlefs  report  was  fpread  amongfl  the 
forcmoft  ranks  of  Otho's  army,  that  the  fprces  of  Vitelliu^ 
had  revolted,  and  would  join  them  immediately.     Upon 
this  report,  they  accofted  the  eiiemy  with  the  falutation  of 
friends ;  but  the  others  returned  the  compliment  with  an 
boftile  and  threatening  murmur,  which  not  only  difheartt 
ened  them,  but  gave  occaiioa  to  the  reft,  who  were  unapr 
prifed  of  the  cauie  of  fuch  greeting,  to  apprehend  that  they 
were  betrayed.     At  the  fame  time  the  enemy  ai tacked  wit^ 
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^reat  Tigoiir;  andOtho's  troopsi  though  fewer  in  number^  Thek^ttk 
^ad  fatigued^  fuflained  the  charge  with  great  refolution  an4'  of  Btdria^ 
intrepidity.      As  the  place  was  embarrafled  with  trees^  ^'''** 
bedge9»  wA.  Tiojeyard?,  they  fought  without  regularity,  bear* 
ing  down  one  upon  another)  body  to  body,  buckler  to  buck« 
Icfy  mri^h  fynoods  and  axes,  after  a  dreadful  manner,  each 
span  ea^erting  his  ftrength)  as  if  the  event  of  the  whole  war 
depei^4!^4  upon  bi^  valour*    In  the  open  plain,  between  the 
Pp  and.^he  hi|^way,  two  legions  chanced  to  encounter ; 
the  one-and^twcntieih.  belonging  to  Vitellius,  and  named 
IjLapax ;  amd  thp  firft  on  Otho's  fide,  entitled  Adjuirix.  The 
former  wa^  fampas  for  feats  of  valour ;  the  latter  till  then 
had  li^yer  beea  led  into  the  field,  but  was  fierce,  refolute^ 
and  eager  of  ac<)i»iring  renown^     They  engaged  with  in- 
credible fury^  reje6ting  the  ufe  of  darts,  and  clofing  refo- 
lately  with  fwoxds  and  axes.     After  a  long  and  bloody  con- 
teft,  (be  foldier^  of  the  firft  having  routed  the  foremoft 
ranM  pf  the  oae-and^-twentieth,  carried  off  their  eagle  ;  a 
difgracp  which  fo  enraged  this  legion,  that  they  returned  to 
the  chargie,  flew  Orphidius  Benignus,  commander  of  the 
firft,  and  took  feveral  ftandards.     In  another  quarter,  the 
thirteenth  legion,  which  fought  for  Otho^  was  defeated  by 
the  fifth.     Alphenus  Varius,  at  the  head  of  his  Batavians, 
having  entirely  routed  Otho's  gladiators,  attacked  his  army 
jn  flank  ;  a  circumftance  which  ftruck  the  praetorian  bands 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that  they  fled  precipitately,  putting  in  otho's  or* 
difofder  fvrch  of  their  own  men  as  ftill  kept  their  ranks,  and  my  rguuJ* 
faced  the  epemy. 

ITjus  the  whole  army  retired  in  the  vtmoft  confufion  to- 
wards B^driacum*  As  the  ways  were  obftruded  by  the 
bodies  pf  the  flain  (for  above  forty  thoufand  fell  on  both 
fides),  fl)e  enemy  made  a  dreadful  flau|[hter  of  the  fugitives, 
ic  being  pf  no  advantage  to  take  pnfoners,  who,  in  civil 
wars,  were.not  converted  into  property.  Suetonius  and 
Proculujs  took  different  routes,  both  avoiding  that  to  the 
camp,  ifrom  an  apprehenfion  of  the  foldiery,  who  had  al- 
ready charged  theif  commanders  with  the  lofs  of  the  battle. 
Vedius  Aquila,  commander  of  the  thirteenth  legion,  having 
with  more  courage  than  difcretion,  entered  the  c^imp,  while 
ft  was  yet  day,  v/as  charged  by  the  troops  that  had  remain- 
ed there,  and  by  thofe  who  were  returned  from  the  battle, 
as  a  traitor  to  the  caufe,  and  abufed  in  a  moft  outrageous 
manner  ;  not  that  he  had  really  committed  any  crime,  but 
fuch  is  the  cuftpm  of  the  multitude,  for  every  man  to  caft 
upon  others  his  own  guilt  and  difgrace  fitianus  and  Ccl- 
fus  durft  not  retire  into  the  camp  till  night,  when  the  guards 
were  already  pofted,  and  the  tumult  of  the  foldiery  re- 
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prefled,  The  vi^lariooa  army  of  Vitdkit  pvrfacd  At 
gitives  within  five  miles  ol  Bedriatmniy  wkere  ihey  hslc^d^ 
not  thinking  k  fafe  to  attempt  forcing  tbe  enemy'aemnp  tlie 
Came  day  \  and  befidet^  they  eiltertained  hopes  6f  a  toltftt-^ 
tary  funrender* 

Otbo^s  forces  feemed  difpofed  to  make  a  moMios  <e* 
fences  boafting  that  they  \aA  been  o?ef ooinc  of  adt  4^ 
treachery,  not  by  tbe  fuperior  bravery  of  tbe  enemy :  iMit 
ntfi  vrh9  tbe  officers,  and  Titianaa  bimfelf,  in  a  council  which  thc]f 
/Mf  tki    lield  tbe  day  following,  agreed  to  fend  depntks  to  OtectOM 
**2u/*^'    and  Valcns,  to  treat  of  a  furrender.    Their  propofals  urertf 
^f"'^*       accepted,  and,  npon  the  return  of  tbe  deputies,  the  gatea 
of  the  camp  were  thrown  open.    Then  both  armies  liaeet^ 
ingy  the  conquerors,  as  well  as  tbe  conquered,  biirft  inM 
tears,  and  at  once  pieafed  and  grieved,  lamented  the  dreads 
ful  confequences  of  civil  wars.    Aflembling  How  without 
diftindion,  in  tbe  Sime  tents,  they  drefled,  with  fgMX  ten-* 
demefS)  one  another's  wounds*     There  were  fcarce  afiy  lb 
exempt  from  affli£iioii^  as  not  to  have  fome  dead  friend  ta 
bewaU.     Tbe  bodies  of  Orphidius,  and  other  c»fficers  of 
diftin^^n,  were  fought  for  and  buried  with  the  ufual  fo« 
kmnity.    Finally^  they  all  fubmitted  to  VitelUui,  add  tdoh 
tbe  oath  of  allegiance  ^ 
Oth9  mc         Otbo  waited  at  Brixcilum  for  dH  aeeount  of  the  hsltfk*^ 
futtinud      Reports  were  melancholy,  but  uncertain,  till  the  fugitives 
vfithtki     Wottgbt  a  ceitain  account  of  tbe  total  defeat.    The  6rll 
£«^j»     ^^^  arrived  with  the  difmal  tidings  was  a  common  foldier, 
^'     who,  being  taxed  with  fal&ood  and  cowatdice  by  fonie 
perfons  about  the  emperor,  to  convince  them  of  th6  fruth 
of  this  account,  and  to  fliew^hat  be  bad  not  fled  for  want 
of  courage,  fell  upon  his  own  fword  at  the  feet  of  Otbo ; 
who,  admiring  his  refelution  and  fidelity,  cried  Ottt^  *'  N6 
more  fuch  worthy  and  gallsmt  men  (hall,  on  my  aecount,  be 
brought  into  danger.'^  '  Tbe  battle  was  not  de^ifive ;  for 
Otho  had  ftill  with  him  many  brave  troops,  tnviolaUy  at-*> 
tached  to  bis  caufe  and  intereft  :  his  foTces  beyond  the  Pd 
ftill  remained  entire ;  there  were  nmnerdus  gatiifons  v^ 
Bedriacum  and  Flacentia ;  and  the  legions  from  Moefia, 
Dalmatia,  and  Pannonia,   were  advancing;  befides,  the 
Afiatic,  Syrian,  and  Egyptian  legions,  were  already  neaf 
Htsd^gn    ^^c  Adriatic.    Nevertbelefs,  he  was  no  Iboner  informed  of 
fdifirp     the  defeat  of' his  army,  than  he  manifeftly  discovered  a 
kimftfh       fixed  purpofe  of  facrificing  bis  life  to  the  public  tranquility. 
The  foldiers,  apprifed  of  bis  defign,  did  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  fupport  bin  under  bis  affliction.    They  prefled 
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lilm  not  to  dcfpalr»  declarmff*  witbout  flattery  or  deceit,  Tki  xttdvf 
that  they  were  ready,  for  his  lake,  to  espofe  tbemfellres  to  ^isfii^^f* 
the  greateft  dangers,  and  fuffer  all  extremities.    Jtiofe  who 
ftood   at  a  diftance,  fignified  their  zeal  and  ardour,  bf 
ft  retching  out  their  ban£  ;  fuch  as  were  neareft  fell  at  hit 
If^nees,  kiffed  his  hand,  and  entreated  him  to  accept  of  that 
duty  and  fidelity  whieh  could  never  expire  hut  with  their 
hkft  breath*    Above  all,  the  intrepidity  and  fidelity  of  an 
obfcure  and  private  foldier  difplayed  itfelf  on  this  bcca« 
fioo  ;  far  finding  the  emperor  flood  altogether  undiakeu 
^xjkA  fixed  in  his  purpofe,  he  drew  his  fword,  and,  addreff- 
mg  himfelf  to  Otho,  *<  From,  this,  Cnb,T  (faid  he),  ju^ge 
of  our  fideh'ty ;  for  there  is  not  a  man  amongft  us  but 
would  ftrike  thus  to  ferve  you  .*"  he  then  turned  his  fword 
agai»(t  himfelfi  and  fell  at  the  emperor's  feet.    I^lautius 
.•¥>rmuS|  captain  of  his  guards,  by  repeated  entreaties  be« 
jbiigbt  him  not  to  abandon  an  army  fo  faithful  and  zealous ; 
A>ldier3  fo  fingularly  affe£lionate  and  loyaL    '^  In  bearing 
calamities  (faid  he),  more  greatnels  of  mind  is  fliewn  than 
in  flying  from  them.    To  fupport  themfelves  with  hope, 
even  in  fpite  of  fortune,  was  ever  the  part  of  the  magna* 
nimotts  and  brave,  as  it  was  that  of  the  timorous  and  fpirit- 
lefs  to  be  drawn  by  cowardice  into  utter  defpair."    As, 
during  thefe  expreffions,  Otho  happened  to  look  chearful 
IMT  penfive,  there  followed  fliouts  of  joy,  or  difmal  groans* 
Nor  was  this  zeal  confined  to  the  praitorian  guards*  who 
were  inviolably  attached  to  the  perfon  of  Otho  \  but  thofe 
troops  who  bad  been  fent  befpre  the  reft  out  of  Moefia,  an^ 
were  now  arrived,  declared,  that  in  the  approaching  army 
f  he  fame  fteadinefs  prevailed,  and  that  die  legions  had  al- 
ready reached  ikquileia^    Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  war 
might  have  been  renewed,  and  that  its  iiTue,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  kte  defeat,  was  altogether  uncertain :  but  neither 
by  perfuafions  and  entreaties,  nor  by  all  the  ^parent  pro«- 
bability  of  fticcefs,  could  Otho  be  prevailed  upon  to  conti- 
nue the  war.  Of  be  diverted  from  the  refoltition  be  had  taken ; 
a  refolution  which  no  one  ei^pe&ed  from  a  perfon  of  his 
apparent  effeminate  temper. 

Haying  commanded  filence,  he  fpoke  to  them  after  this  Hisfpeeck 
manryer  :  ^*  This  day,  my  fcllow^foidicrs,  which  gives  me  ^'Mi  h§ 
fach  fenfible  proofs  of  your  affection  and  loyalty,  is  far  ^** 
preferable  to  that  o»  which  you  feluted  me  emperor.    1 
therefore  befeech  you  not  to  deny  me  the  fatisfa£lion  of 
laying  down  my  lire  for  the  prefervation  of  fo  many  brave 
men/   To  expofe  ^antonly  to  frefli  perils  fuch  virtue  and 
fo  much  fortitude,  is  a  price  which  I  judge  too  high  for  the 
re4ee?ning  of  my  own  life.     1  %tSx  well  apprifcd,  that  the 

fcnemy 


lo8  ^^  Roman  Hiftory. 

enemy  has  neither  gained  an  entire  nor  a  deci&^e  viSory  r 
I  have  advice  that  the  Mcefian  army  is  not  far  off";  that  rl>e 
legions  from  Afia,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  are  near  the  Adriatie  5 
that  the  forces  in  Judaea  have  declared  for  us ;  the  fenate 
favours  our  caufe  ;  and  we  have  in  our  povrer  the  wives 
and  children  of  our  enemies  :  but,  alas  !  it  is  not  with  Pjrr— 
rfaus,  with  Hannibal,  with  the  Cimbrians,  wc  fight ;  but  it 
is  eagle  againft  eagle,  and  Rome  againft  Rome;    Italy  muff 
bleed,  whether  I  vanqui(h  or  am  vanquiflied  ;  and  even  he 
who  triumphs  will  have  occafion  to  mourn,     I  cannot  bear 
the  thought,  that  fncb  a  number  of  Roman  youth,  that  fo 
many  noble  armies  fliould  be  cut  off*,  and  raviflied  for  ever 
from  the  commonwealth.     With  me  let  me  carry  this  fa-- 
tisfa£lion,  that  for  my  caufe  you  were  ait  ready  to  die  \  but 
be  content  to  furvive  me.    Vjlellius  began  the  crvil  vrar, 
and  thence  fprung  the  fource  of  our  ftruggling  for  the  em- 
pire by  arms.    To  me  will  be  owing  the  example  of  ftrttg- 
gling  for  it  no  more  than  once.    By  this  rule,  let  pofterity 
judge  of  Otho,    Vitellitts  (hall  again  poilefs  in  fafety  bis 
brother,  his  children,  and  his  wife.    Others  have  held  the 
fovereignty  longer;  in  a  manner  more  glorious  none  ever 
yet  relinquifhed  it.     AfTure  yourfelves,  it  is  my  free  ch<xce 
to  Aic  rather  than  to  reign,  unce  I  cannot  fo  much  advance 
the  Roman  (late  by  wars  and  b]ood(hed«  as  by  facrificing 
myfclf  to  the  public  peace  and  tranquility.     Nothing  but 
my  death  can  leal  a  lading  peace,  and  fecure  Italy  againft 
fetch  another  unhappy  day.    Let  us  no  longer  retard  one 
another :  let  not  me  delay  your  care  of  your  own  preferva- 
tion,  nor  you  me  in  the  purfuit  of  a   defign  never  to  be 
(haken  or  changed.     To  multiply  words  about  the  fubje£l 
'    of  dying,  is  the  part  of  a  daftardly  fpirit^     How  much  I  am 
undaunted  in  this  my  purpofe,  I  deiire  you  to  take  this 
(igna!  proof,  that  I  complain  of  no  man,  fince,  to  blame  the 
gods  or  menj  iipon  the  approach  of  death,  implies  a  mean 
and  indircft  deiire  of  living  ■.** 
2?^?^_       After  this  difcourfe,  be  defired  his  attendants  to  leave 
him,  and  fubmit  without  any   delay  to  Vitellius.     The 
young  men  he  preiTed  with  authority,  the  old  by  entreaties, 
addreiSng  himfelf  to  all  with  great  courtefy,  in  a  language 
furtable  to  their  years  or  dignity.     At  the  fame  time  he  re- 
buked, as  ill-judged  and  unreafonabte,  the  tears  and  lamen- 
tations of  his  friends,  with  a  countenance  calm  and  com- 
pofed,  and  a  fpeech  cool  and  determined.    To  fuch  as  were 
ready  to  depart,  he  ordered  boats  and  carriages  to  be  given. 
To  thofe  who  were  abfent,  he  fent  paffports,  forbidding 
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any  one  to  ftop  them  ^in  their  jovmey.  AU  mernorials 
and  letters,  remarkable  for  expreiflions  of  zeal  towards  him, 
or  for  invedUves  againft  Vitellius,  fae  committed  to  the 
flames.  What  money  and  jewels  he  had,  he  diftributcd 
antongft  his  friends. 

After  having  taken  thefe  precautions,  he  caufed  all  thofe  jTrH^t  19 
\irho  -wrere  aboat  him  to   retire ;  and,   withdrawing  into  a  ktt/jfier, 
private  room,  he  yrrote  confolatory  letters  to  his  Gfter,  and  ««<^'». 
to  Meflalina,  who  had  been  formerly  wedded  to  Nero,  and  ^*5r"»** 
whom  he  himfelf  had  defigned  to  marry,  recommending. to 
bcr  his  memory  and  aihes.     While  he  was  thus  excrcxfing 
his  thoughts  about  his  laft  moments*  a  fudden  tuin6lt  in- 
terrupted him ;  for  notice  was  brought  of  an  infurre£lion 
among  the  foldiers,  who  threatened  with  prefent  death  all 
who  intended  to  depart^  as  traitors  and  deferters.     Againft 
Virginius  chiefly  they  were  enraged,  and  had  already  be- 
(ieged  his  houfe.     On  this  information   Otho,  appearing 
again,  reprimanded  the  authors  of  the  mutiny,  gave  au* 
dience  to  fuch  as  were  departing,  and  continued  thus  em- 
ployed till  they  were  all  gone  in  perfefl  fafety.    He  then 
withdrew  again  to  his  chamber,  which  he  left  open  till  the 
night  was  far  advanced,  allowing  free  entrance  to  all  who 
were  deGrous  to  fee  him.    Having  quenched  his  thirft  with 
a  draught  of  cold  water,  he  called  for  two  daggers,  ancj 
having  carefully  examined  the  points  of  both,  he  placed  the 
fliarpeft  under  his  pillow.     He  next  refolved  to  be  fully 
aflured  that  his  friends  were  gone  ;  a  circumftance  which 
he  no  fooner  underftood,  than  he  lay   down,  paffing  the 
night  in  perfeft  repofe,  and,  as  is  affirmed,   not  without 
fleep.     At  break  of  day  he  feized  the  dagger,  and  gave  Hisdemtk* 
himfelf  a  mortal  ftab  on  the  left  fide  of  the  bread.    Upon 
hearing  him  groan,  his  freedmen  entered,  and  his  flaves, 
with  Plotius  Firmus,  captain  of  his  guards:  they  found  no 
more  than  one  wound. 

His  death  was  no  fooner  divulged  than  the  whole  place  islamviuA 
rcfounded  with  the  mournful  cries  of  the  foldiers,  blaming  by  thtj^ 
themfelves  with  the  deepeft  concern  for  not  watching  him  ^^rj' 
more  carefully,  and  driving  to  fave  a  life  which  was  laid 
down  to  preferve  their's.     His  funeral  was  difpatched  with  His  ohfe- 
great  expedition  (for  fuch  had  been  his  own  defire),  to  pre-  quies. 
'    vent  his  head  being  cut  off,  and  expofed  to  public  derifion. 
The  praetorian  cohorts  bore  his  corpfe,  magnificently  at- 
tired, often  kiffmg  his  wound  and  his  hand,  and  even  pay- 
ing him  divine  honours.     At  his  funeral  pile  fome  of  the 
foldiers  flew  themfelves ;  and  others  who  were  at  Bedria-  . 
cum,  Placentia,  and  in  other  quarters,  underftanding  the 
manner  of  his  deaths  were  fo  deeply  and  fenfibly  afie£led| 
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diat  Aaf  flew  one  inother,  not  caring  to  eudlre  a  piln^ce 
whom  tncy  fo  tenderly  loved.    To  him  they  raifed  a  tpncib 
of  a  mean  ftrufture*  with  this  epitaph  only,  *'  To  the  orijer 
mory  of  Marcus  Otho ;"  which  they  thought  the  beft  fecii-» 
rityagainft^ny  infults  from  the  conqueror  ^    Such  w^s 
the  end  of  Otho,  in  the  thirty-feventh  year  of  his  age^  after 
he  had  reigned,  according  to  fome,  three  months,  accor<l- 
ing  to  others,  three  months  and  five  days.    He  derived  his 
origin  from  the  municipal  city  of  Terentinum  in  Hetruria- 
His  father  had  fuflained  the  dignity  of  conful ;  his  gjraadr 
g  lather  that  of  praetor.    His  momer's  line  was  not  ot  eqiiM 

His  eha"  luftre,  but  far  from  obfcure.  He  fpept  his  tender  years  jn 
raSer.  idlenefs,  his  youth  in  fcandalous  debaucheries,  and  £rd^ 
acceptable  to  Nero  bv  imitating  his  profligate  Ufe.  Tolxifgi^ 
therefore,  as  tojthe  cnief  confidant  of  his  impure  pleafures^ 
Nero  committed  the  care  c^  his  beloved  miftrefs  -Popp^^ 
Sabina,  till  he  could  acqompliih  the  removal  of  0£bvi«^ 
his  wife  j  but  foon  fufpefting  him  for  a  rival^  he  fent  him 
into  LuGtania,  where  the  adminiftration  of  that  province 
furniihed  a  pretence  for  keeping  him  from  Rome.  'In  Lu- 
fitania  he  governed  with  gentlenefs  and  popularity,  wa3  the 
foremoft  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Galba,  and  promoted  it 
with  vigour.  Thence  he  conceived  hopes  of  being  adopted 
by  him,  and  declared  his  fucceflbr  j  but  finding  himfelf  .dif- 
a^ointed,  and'  feeinc^  nothing  but  defpair  in  the  quiet  and 
cftabliftiment  of  the  Sate  (for  be  lived  in  a  courjfe  of  riot 
and  expence,  which  €;ven  to  the  fortune  of  a  fovcrcigu 
would  have  proved  burdenfome),  he  revolted  from  Galba, 
and  feized  the  empire  in  the  manner  we  have  related.  His 
death  was  as  much  applauded  as  his  life  was  cenfured ;  for 
though  he  had  lived  like  Nero,  yet  he  left  this  qharadler 
behind  him,  that  no  one  ever  died  more  refolutely  « :  and 
indeed  nothing  can  be  more  glorious  in  a  man  than  to  fa*^ 
'    crifice  his  life  for  the  good  of  his  country. 

After  the  death  of  CSho  the  foldiers  again  mutinied  $  nor 
was  there  any  one  to  reftiain  them.  They  applied  to  Vir- 
ginius,  preffing  him,  with  many  intreatles  and  menaces, 
to  accept  the  fovereignty,  or  at  leaft  to  go  as  their  ambaf- 
fador  to  Caecina  and  Valen$.  Already  they  were  breaking 
into  his  houfe,  when  he  retired  by  a  private  way,  and 
OM0V  efcaped.  But  Rubrius  j^allus,  a  perfon  of  great  rank,  im* 
troops  fub'  mediately  undertook  the  embafly  to  Vitellius's  commanders, 
Tn«.  ^^'  ^^^  obtained  pardon  for  all  the  troops  that  lay  at  Brixellum ; 
and  at  the  fame  rime  Flavius  Sabinus  prevailed  upon  the 
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Sordes  viiiilar  Us  eomnsaiul  to  go  otct  ta  the  conqueror ;  fo 
tkat  war  had  nove  every-wher«  eea^ed,  and  peace  was  at 
«Hice  re«6ft^i&ed.    Many  fenators  had  accompanied  Ocho 
linom  Rome,  and  had  beei^  afterwards  by  him  left  wkh  a 
fiaail  bod^  of  troops  at  Mutina.    Here  the  fenators  foun4 
tWe«%£Blves  expofed  to  great  danger  ^  for  news  being  brought 
thitliiPf  of  the  defeat,  the  foldiers  flighted  it  as  a  report  void 
of  truth  :  fufpe£iing  the  fenate  to  be  difaffeded  to  Otho, 
tkttj  watched  die  words  of  e^ery  iisidiTidiiai,  and  wrefted 
ev:«  their  eountenances  and  behaviocir  to  a  malignant  fenfc. 
At  VA  they  proceeded  to  infult  them  with  imrefliTes,  and 
leemcd  only  lo  want  a  pretence  of  putting  them  all  to  the 
fip0fd«     On  tbe  other  hand,   they  were  afraid  of  beinflr 
deemed  difafGe^bed  to  ViteUitis,  whofe  brother  was  among 
dioa,  if  they  feemed  flow  and  cool  in  their  rejoicings  for 
the  viftofy.    They  refolvcd,  diercfore,  to  return  as  far  as 
Bmumia,  and  wait  for  more  certain  in^Higence.    They 
pofted  men  upon  the  fevteral  roads  leading  to  the  city,  to 
cxainine  fucfa  as  pafled.     By  thefe  one  of  Otho's  freedmen 
being  ^tteftiofied,  wi|y  he  had  quitted   his  lord,  anfwer« 
ed,  that  he  had  about  him  his  lord's  iaft  will  and  com- 
mands ;  -and  that  be  had  left  him  indeed  alive,  bat  fixed  in 
his  purpofe  of  dying,  and  of  facrificing  his  life  to  the  pub- 
lic tranquility/  Upon  this  notice  they  immediatciy  declared 
for  ViteUius,  whofe  brother  now  prefented  himfclf  to  be 
latteried,  as  did  aU  the  fenators  to  flatter  liim ;  when  on  a 
Cadden  Coenus,  a  freedman  of  Nero,  arriving,  affirmed, 
that  by  the  arrival  of  the  fourteenth  legion,  in  conjunftion 
with  the  forces  from  Brixellum,  the  army  which  had  lately 
conquered  was  eatirely  routed,  and  the  fortune  of  the  other 
party  retrieved  and  changed.     What  prompted  him  to  fuch 
%  forgery  was,that  Otho's  warrants  for  poil-horfcs,  which 
were  now  negle&ed>  might  be   efteemed  valid.     Cccnus 
was  by  thefe  means  with  great  fpecd  carried  to  Rome  ;  but 
then:,  a  few  days  after,  put  to  death  by  Vitcllius^s  orden 
ITie  fi£Hon,  however,  was  believed  by  the  foldiers,  who  be* 
gan  to  threaten  the  fenators  for  having  departed  from  Mu- 
tina, a^d  declared  for  VitelHus  5  infomuch  that  they  were 
ddiged  to  conceal  themselves,  not  darine,  for  fear  of  the 
incenfed  foidiery,  to  appear  abroad,  till  letters  fron)  Fa- 
bins  Valens,  aifuring  them  of  Otho's  death,  removed  their 
terrors^. 

Rome  was,  in  the  mean  time,  free  from  al^rm ;  the  in- 
terludes facp^  tJO  Ceres,  which  yearly  began  on  the  twelfth, 
^nd  ending  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  were  celeb/atingy 
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when  news  were  brought  into  the  diettre,  ttat  Otlio  lia^ 
by  a  voluntary  death,  put  an  end  to  his  life.     The  fpe£):a^ 
tors  immediately,  with  loud  (bouts,  applauded  the  nsune 
of  the  new  emperor,  uttering  againft  Otho  the  fame    ixt'^ 
Yefkives,  which  a  little  before  they  had  poured  forth  agaitift 
Vitellitts.    The  troops  in  the  city  immediately  fwore  alle^ 
glance   to  Vitellius.    The  people  carried  the  images    of 
Galba  round  the  ten^les,  crowned  with  laurels  and  adorns 
ed  with  flowers ;  and  piled  up  heaps  of  coronets^  after  tfac 
manner  of  a  fepulchre,  clofe  by  the  lake  of  Curtius,  where 
Galba  had  been  flain.     In  the  fenate,  the  many  honoars 
given  to  former  princes  at  intervals,    and  during  a  long 
reign,  were  at  once  decreed  to  Vitellius.    On  the  Germati 
armies  high  commendations  were  beftowed,  and  an  ein«» 
baify  fent  to  return  public  thanks,  and  congratulate  them 
upon  their  late  viftory.    The  Ifetters,  addrefled  by  Fabius 
Valens  to  the  confuls  Virginius  Rufus  and  Poppaeus  Vo- 
pifcus,  of  wlu>m  the  firft  was  abfent,  were  publicly  read^ 
and  found  to  be  conceived  in  terms  no  way  arrogant ;  but 
the  modefty  of  Csecina  was  more  applauded,  who  had  not 
fent  any,  it  being  deemed  affuming  in  any  but  the  emperor 
to  write  to  the  fenate  and  magiflrates  ^. 

In  the  mean  time  Italy  was  afflicted  with  greater  calami- 
ties than  (he  had  fufFered  during  the  war.  The  foldiers  of 
Vite]lii|i$,  diftributed  amongft  the  cities  and  municipal 
towns,  committed  dreadful  devailations*  without  fparing 
even  the  temples :  fome,  in  the  difguife  of  foldiers,  killed 
their  particular  enemies ;  and  the  foldiers  themfelves,  as 
they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  marking  out 
the  richcft  inhabitants^  plundered  their  houfes  and  farms, 
putting  all  to  fire  and  (word  without  mercy,  if  any  reiiftance 
was  oflered.  Their  generals  durft  not  reftrain  them, •being 
equally  guilty,  and  intimidated  by  their  men*  Of  the  two 
CoBcina  was  iefs  addicted  to  avarice,  but  courted  the  favour 
of  the  foldiery.  Valens  was  infamous  for  pillage  and  ra- 
pine, and  thence  blind  to  the  exceffes  of  others.  TKus,  by 
fo  mighty  a  force  of  foot  and  horfe,  by  fuch  afts  of  vio- 
lence, fo  many  depredations  and  infults,  was  Italy  quite 
exhaufled,  and  many  of  the  moft  wealthy  inhabitants  re- 
duced  to  beggary  ^ 

Vitellius,  not  yet  apprifed  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms, 
having  left  Hordeoneus  Flaccus  with  a  fufficient  force  to 
guard  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  was  marching  towards  Italy 
with  the  refidue  of  the  German  army,  reinforced  with  eight 
thoufand  men  drawn  from  Britain,  and  frefh  levies  hailily 
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&)a^e  ambngft  the  Gaiils.  After  a  few  days  march  he  tt» 
teived  the  agreeahle  news  of  the  viftory  of  Bcdriacum,  and 
the  death  of  Othd.  Tranfported  with  joy,  he  affembled 
his  menj  s^nd  from  the  tribunal  acquainted  them  with  the 
Intelligence  he  h^d  received^  beftowing  extravagant  praifet 
upon  the  bravery  of  his  vidiorious  troops.  The  army,  not 
yielding  in  the  bafe  arts  of  flattery  to  the  fenatc,  made  him, 
i|t  this  juncture,  a  general  reque'ft,  that  he  would  raife  his 
favourite  freedman,  •  Afiaticus,  to  the  equeftrian  dignity. 
The  emperor^j  with  fecniing  indignation,  reje£led  their  de- 
mand ;  but  what  in  (he  face  of  the  public  he  had  refufed^ 
he  foon  after  privately  conferred  at  a  banquet,  honouring 
Afiaticus,  a  moil  infamous  and  rapacious  flave,  with  the 

SJd  ring,  the  badge  of  knighthood.     As  he  was  marchilig  The  Mob* 
rough  Gaul,  other  meflengers  came  with  tidings,  that  ritanias 
both  the  Riauritanias  had  acceded  to  his  party :  Lucius  Albi«  ^f^refir 
nus  who,  in  quality  of  procurator,  governed  there,  and  had 
'  declared  for  Otho,  being  killed  by  the  Moors,  upoa  a  re* 
port  that  Albinusy  fcofning  the  tide  of  procurator,  intended 
to  ufurp  the  enfigns  of  majefty,  and  the  royal  name  of  Juba* 
With  him  were  flain  Afinius  Pollio,  who  Commanded  a 
body  of  hor&«  Feftus  and  Scipio,  both  captains  of  cohorts* 
and  feveral  other  officers  of  diftin£^ion»    Into  thefe  tranf*  - 
a£tions  Vitellius  made  no  enquiry,  not  regarding  the  murr 
der  of  fo  many  great  men,  a'  hafty  hearing  being  all  he 
afforded  to  any  aflFair,  however  important. 

His  army  purfued  their  march  by  land ;  he  himfelf  failed  Hipurflu$ 
down  the  Saone,  without  the  luftre  and 'appointment  of  an  *"w^^* 
emperor,  till  Junius  Blaefus,  governor  of  Lyonefe  Gaul,  a  '*  •^* 
man  of  great  generofity  and  proportionable  wealth,  fumifh* 
ed  him  with  a  princely  train,  and  accompanied  him  with 
great  ftate  and  magnificence.  This  very  behaviour  provoke- 
ed  Vitellius  againll  him,  though  he  then  difguifed  his  aver- 
fion  under  many  courteous  expreflions.  At  Lyons  he  was 
met  by  the  .generals  of  both  parties,  the  conquerors  and  the 
conquered.  Valens  and  Caecina  he  commended  in  public, 
and  placed  them  on  each  fide  his  chair  of  ftate.  Soon  after^ 
he  ordered  the  whole  army  to  march  out,  and  meet  his  fon, 
yet  an  infant,  who  was  brought  covered  with  an  imperi4 
coat  of  armour.  His  father,  taking  him  thus  dreflTed  ill 
his  arms,  beftowed  upon  him  the  furname  of  Germani- 
cus,  and  all  the  marks  of  fovereignty.  He  freely  par- 
doned Salvius  Titianus,  Otho's  brother  \  the  inftin^  and 
tenderhefs  of  nature  which  had  prompted  him  to  efpoufc 
his  brother's  caufe,  and  his  own  want  of  abilities,  pleads 
ing  for  him.  Of  Marius  Celfus  we  are  only  told,  that 
Vitellius  referved  for  him  the  confulihip,  to  which  he  had 
VoL.XIIL  I  been 
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been  formerly  defigned^  and  which  he  was  to  difcharge  in 
the  month  of  July.     He  long  poftponed  admitting  Sueto- 
nius Paulinus    and  Licinius  Proculus^  keeping  them    in 
fufpenfe  like  criminals :  at  length  he  heard  them^  when 
they  both  made  a  defence  rather  neceffary  than  honourable^ 
and  altogether  unworthy  a  man  of  Pauiinus's  charafler  j 
for  upon  themfelves  they  freely  took  the  guilt  of  treafon, 
afcribing  to  a  fraud  concerted  between  them  the  long  march 
before  the  battle,  the  great  fatigue  of  Otho's  foldiers,  and 
the  intermixing  the  carriages  among  the  troops,  when  dra\irn 
up  in  battle-array.     Vitellius  gave  credit  to  the  confefliiDn 
of  their  treachery,  and  forgave  them  the  crime  of  fidelity* 
Galerius  Trachalus,  who  compofed  Otho's  fpeeche$,  ^vas 
faved  by  Galeria,  the  wife  of  Vitellius  :  but  All  the  centu- 
rions, who  had  fignalized  their  faith  and  bravery  in  the 
caufe  of  Otho,  were,  by  the  new  emperor's  orders,  put  to 
the  fword ;  executions  which  eftranged  from  him  the  minda 
of  the  foldiery,  efpecially  of  the  Illyrian  legions.  However, 
he  fuSered  the  laft  wills  of  fuch  as  died  fighting  for  Otho 
to  continue  in  force,  and  the  law  in  behalf  of  thofe  who 
died  inteftate. 

He  fent  an  edift  to  Rome,  to  fignify  that  he  deferred 
receiving  the  name  of  Auguftus,  and  would  not  accept  that 
of  Caefar :  by  another  he  ordered  the  aftrologers  to  depart 
Italy  by  the  calends  of  Oftober :  this  was  no  fooner  pub- 
liflied,  than  a  libel  w^s  hung  up  in  the  fame  ftyle,  ordering, 
in  the  name  of  the  aftrologers,  Vitellius  Germanicus  to 
quit. the  world  by  the  fame  day;  a  circumftance  which  fo 
incenfed  him  againft  all  thofe  of  that  profeffion,  that  no 
fooner  was  any  of  them  detedied,  than  he  caufed  them, 
without  farther  enquiry,  to  be  immediately  executed.  By 
a  third  edi£l  he  decreed,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  that  thence- 
forth no  Roman  knight  fliould  debafe  himfelf  to  fight 
amongft  the  gladiators,  or  with  the  wild  beafts  5  a  prafiicc 
which  had  been  greatly  encouraged  by  former  emperors. 
Before  Vitellius  left  Lyons,  he  difpatched  orders  to  Rome 
for  the  execution  of  Dolabella,  who  had  been  confined  by 
Otho  to  the  city  of  Aquinum,  and,  upon  the  death  of  that 

Erince,  was  returned  to  Rome.  The  crimes  alleged  againft 
im  were,  that  he  had  broken  out  of  prifon,  and,  prefent- 
ing  himfelf  as  a  new  leader  to  the  vanquiflied  p^rty,  had 
•attempted  to  corrupt  the  cohort  quartered  at  Oflia.  Thefc 
oflFences  were  urged  before  Flavius  Sabinus,  governor  of 
the  city,  by  Plautius  Varus,  a  man  of  praetorian  dignity, 
and  one  of  Dolabella's  intimate  friends.  The  charge  of 
treafon  could  not  be  proved  5  but  neverthelefs  Vitellius, 
*  who  dreaded  a  man  of  his  birth  and  abilities,  and  likewife 
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hated  him  on  account  of  his  having  married  PeWohia,  hi9 
divorced  wife,  refolved  to  get  rid  of  6nc  whom  he  looked 
upon  as  a  competitor.    Having  therefore  ferit  for  him  from  andmaf- 
Romcy  and  dircfted  him  not  to  take  the  Flaminian  road,  -^.^fff  ^ 
but  to  come  round  by  Interamna,  npw  Terni,  he  placed  J^'JJjf^*'' 
aflai&ns  there,  with  orders  privately  to  difpatch  him  ;  but 
they,  without  waiting  till  he  arrived  at  the  place  appointed, 
maflacred  him  in  an  inn  upon  the  way,  while  he  was  not 
under  the  the  leaft  apprehertfioil  of  danger  8*   This  inftance 
of  cruelty  raifed  great  murmurs  among  the  people  and  no- 
bility, and  brought  upon  the  new  reign  univerfal  hatred 
and  abhorrence. 

From  Lyons  VitcUius  removed  to  Vienne,   where  he 
publicly  adminiftered  juftice,    and  thence  continued  his 
route  to  Italy.     As  he  was  a  man  of  a  mod  voracious  ap-  FiteBtuit 
petite,  which  Tacitus  ftyles  altogether  beaftly  and  bound-  gluttw;. 
lefs,  and  greatly  addi£led  to  banqueting,  from  Rome  and 
Italy  were  brought  him  dainties  of  all  forts,  and  every  in- 
centive to  gluttony,  the  roads  from  both  feas  being  conti- 
nually  filled  with  carriers  loaded  with  viands  for  the  empe- 
ror's table.  The  chief  men  of  the  municipal  cities,  through 
which  he  pafied,  were  quite  beggared  by  the  magnificent 
feafts,  by  which  they  made  court  to  the  new  emperor.    The 
foldiers,  following  the  example  of  their  leader,  rioted  in     * 
all  manner  of  excefles,  plundering  and  laying  wafte,  with- 
out control,  the  cities,  villages,  and  farms,  contiguous  to 
the  road.     The  emperor  was  overtaken  on  his  route  by 
Marcus  Cluvius  Rufus,  governor  of  Spain,  who  came  to 
clear  himfelf  of  the  drimes  with  which  he  was  charged  by 
Hilarius,  the  emperor's  freedman,  who  urged,  that  upon 
advice  of  the  conteft  between  Otho  and  Vitellius,  Cluvius 
had  attempted  to  eftablifh  an  independent  principality,  and 
to  appropriate  to  himfelf  both  the  provinces  of  Spain.   The  Hi  re- 
charge appearing  groundlefs,  Vitellius  ordered  his  freedman  c^iytsCtu* 
to  be  puniflied,  and  took  Cluvius  into  the  number  of  his  ^^J^/f^ 
chief  favourites,  commanding  him  to  attend  him,  without  ^^^ 
depriving  him  of  the  government  of  Spain,  which  he  ftill 
retained,  though  abfent.     The  like  honour  was  not  fliewn 
to  Trebellius  Maximus,  who  had  fled  out  of  Britain,  alarm- 
ed  by  the  menace^  of  the  foldiers  in  that  ifland.     In  his 
room  was  fent  Vettius  Bolanus,  then  attending  at  court. 
Vitellius  arriving  in  Italy,  found  the  country  filled  with 
the  troops  of  his  own  army,  and  thofe  of  Otho  difperfed 
amongft  the  villages  and  municipal  towns,  and  mixed  to- 
gether ^  fo  that  continual  quarrels  and  difordejrs  enfued  i 

s  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  ii.  cap.  €%'^Ss* 
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for  tbe  vanqtii(hed  legions  continued  ftill  in  their  formef 
difafie£lion»  and  breathed  nothing  but  vnx. 

The  emperor  therefore  refolved  to  feparaCe  them,  and 
deliver  It^ly  from  fo  heavf  n  burden.    The  fourteentli 
legion    was   accordingly    remanded    to    Britain,    frcmi 
whence  they  had  been  called  over  by  Nero.    With  tbeni 
were  fent  the  Batavian  cohorts*  who  had  fought  for  Vitel-: 
lius  \  whereas  the  -legion  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Otlio  : 
and  hence  arofe  a  fource  of  perpetual  quarrels.    The  em- 
peror ordered  the  BataviaQs»  as  men  in  whom  he  could  con- 
fide^  to  be  incorporated  with  his  own  army,  and  the  legion 
to  be  led  forthwith  over  the  Alps,  fhaping  their  loute  U>  as 
to  avoid  Viemie ;  which  city  was  thought  to  be  difafie€led 
to  Vitellius.     Notwithftwding  this  order,  they  no  fooifief 
defcended  from  the  Alps*  thaa  they  turned  their  enfigns  to 
Vienaet  and  were  maMrching  thither,  tillfuch  as  wei^e  ripe 
for  mutiny  were  by  the  welL-aflFe£led  prevailed  upon  td 
march  back,  in  compliance  with  th«  emperor's  orders,  and 
purfue  theii:  route  to  the  coaft  of  the  ocean,  whence  they 
were  tranfported  in  a  body  to  Britain.    The  pradoriau  ctn 
horts  were  fi^p^rated,  and  then^  difchairged  %  bot  firft  conci* 
liated  by  the  rewards  which  were  beftowed  upon  fucfa  as 
had  ferved  their  term  of  warfare.    The  firft  legion  of  ma- 
rines  was  fent  into  Spain,  to  be  there  indulged  with  tran- 
quiility  and  repofe.    The  feventh  and  eleventh  were  fenC 
back  to  their  old  quarters. in  Dalmatia  and  Pannonia.     The 
thirteenth  was  kept  in  Italy  and  employed  in  ereAing  two 
ainphitheatres,  for  Cxcina  and  Valens  were  preparing 
each  a  public  cornbat  of  gladiators,  the  former  at  Cremona, 
the  other  at  Bononia. 

Thus  Vitelline  feparated  and  difperfed,  without  the  lead 
noife  or  difturbance,  the  difafiie£bed  troops  which  ferved 
under  Otho ;  but  had  not  authority  fufficient  to  reftrain 
the  licentiopfneft  of  his.  own  army.  As  the  officers,  and 
even  the  common  foldiers,  ufually  adopt  the  manners  of  their 
emperors,  about  Vitellius  were  fecn  only  diforder,  drunken* 
nefs,  and  all  things  more  refembling  noflurnal  revellings, 
and  the  debauches  of  Bacchanals,  than  a  Roman  army,  and 
military  difcipline.  In.  this  (ituation  a  tumult  arofe»  wliicb 
4eriv«d  its  beginning  ivom  matter  of  paftime,  bat  was  not 
quelled  without  much  bloodflied.  Two  foldiers,  one  of  the 
fifth  legion,  the  other  from  ampngft  the  auxiliary  Gauls* 
having,  while  they.fported  together,  provoked  each  other  to 
wreftle,  the  legionary  was  overcome,  and  the  Gaul  triumph- 
ed over  him  with  great  fcorn.  This  incident  immediately 
divided  thofc  whohadaffembled  only  as  fpedlators  into  two 
parties  i  infomuch  that  the^  foldicrs  of  the  legions  faljing 

with 
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irith  fury  upon .  die  auxiliaries,  put  two  eohoits  to  the 
firord :  but  this  tumult  was  tn  the  ead  com])ofed  by  an- 
ther ;  for  dufi  and  the  glitter  of  arms  being  difcemed  at  a 
diftance,  a  general  cry  raa  in  an  inftatit  through  the  whole 
army,  that  the  fourteenth  legioci  had  returned,  and  was 
approaching  with  faoftile  intent  1  for  they  were  known  to 
M  diiafie£ied  to  Vitellius.  Hereupon  they  all  joined  to 
oppofe  the  common  enemy :  dieir  fear  was  foon  allayed  ^ 
for  it  proved  the  rear  of  their  own  amy*  Hpwcver,  as 
they  met  a  flare  belonging  to  Virginias,  they  charged  hind 
as  one  employed  to  aflaffinate  VitelHus;  and,  ruihing  into 
Che  banquedng-room,  infifted,  that  Virginias  fliould  be  put 
to  death :  though  Vitellius  entertained  not  the  leaft  doubt 
about  the  innocence  of  Virginius,  yet  it  was  with  the  ut* 
inoft  dificttlty  that  be  preyailed  upon  the  enraged  foldiery 
to  forbear  flieddhig  the  blood  of  one  who  had  borne  the  fu- 
preme  dignity  of  conCul,  and  been  formerly  their  general  K 

Next  £iy  Vitellius  gave  audience  to  the  ambaffadors  ffx>m 
the  fenate,  atTidnum,  now  Pavia;  d»en  he  entered  the 
camp  of  the  vifkorious  army,  where  he  was  received  with 
load  fliouts,  and  joyful  acclamations.  After  he  had  com-  Hi  t^andi 
mended  the  zeal  and  bravery  of  the  conquering  legions,  and  f^^td 
promifed  them  their  ufual  rewards,  he  fent  back  to  their  '^''/'« 
own  country  the  eighteen  Batavian  cohorts,  which  had  at- 
tended him  in  his  journey,  having  found  by  experience, 
that  they  were  altogether  ungovernable.  He  likewife  dif* 
mifled  to  their  feveral  territories  all  the  auxiliary  Gauls, 
who  had  been  levied  in  the  beginning  of  the  war.  At  the 
fame  time,  that  the  revenues  of  the  empire,  nearly  exhauft* 
ed,  might  be  able  to  fupply  his  extravagance,  he  ordered 
the  number  of  men  in  the  legions  and  auxiliaries  to  be  re* 
duced,  put  a  ft<^  to  farther  levies,  and  granted  difcharges 
to  all  who  required  them ;  which,  to  thofe  who  continued 
in  the  fervice,  proved  matter  of  great  difguil,  (inoe  upoii 
them,  nowTeduced  to  a  few,  refted  all  the  military  duties 
before  (hared  amongft  many. 

From  Ticinum  the  emperor  took  the  joute  to  Cremona^ 
where  he  beheld  the  public  fports,  exhibited  with  extraor- 
dinary  magnificence  by  Carina.    While  he  was  there,  he  Hefur^t 
conceived  a  defire  of  viewing  the  field  at  Bedriacum,  and  thefiildiif 
furveying  the  fccne  of  the  recent  viftory.     As  the  battle  **''*• 
had  been  fought  not  quite  forty  days  before,  the  field  was 
Hill  covered  with  the  bodies  of  the  flain,  torn  and  mangled 
limbs,  carcafes  of  horfes  and  men  putrefied,  and  the  ground 
itained  with  corruption  and  gore  *,  all  the  trees  felled,  the 

fc  Tacit,  Hift.  lib.  ii.  cap.  65—69. 
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com  trod  down,  the  whole  exhibiting  a  fiiocking  fcene  of 
cruelty^  ilaughter,   and  defolation.    The  emperor,  ho^vir* 
ever,  perfifted  in  his  refolution^  and  with  a  great  retinue 
fet  out  for  Bedriacum ;  the  people  of  Cremona  ftrewing 
the  road  with  flowers  and  laurel,  rearing  altars,  and  facrx^r 
ficing  vifiims,  even  where  the  ghaftly  remains  of  their 
flaughtered  countrymen  were  ftill  to  be  feen.     Caecina  and 
Valens  accompanied  him,  and  pointed  out  the  fcenes    of 
every  remarkable  circumftance  in  the  battle.    Vitellius  did 
not  once  turn  his  eyes  from  a  fpedacle  fo  tragical,  nor 
ihewed  the  leaft  horror  at  the  fight  of  fo  many  thoufand 
Roman  citizens  flain  and  unburied  :  he  even  teftified  joy* 
and  ofitrred  a  pompous  facrifice  to  the  tutelar  gods  of  the 
place  ■  (F).    From  Bedriacum,  Vitellius  purfued  his  route 
to  Bononia ;  and  the  nearer  he  advanced  to  that  place,   his 
march  proved  the  more  diforderly  and  debauched.  Amongft 
his  military  troops  were  blended  bands  of  comedians  and 
herds  of  eunuchs,  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  the  court  in 
Nero's  reign ;  Vitellius  always  fpeaking  of  him  with  ad- 
miration and  praife.  .  At  Bononia  he  affifted  at  the  combat 
of  gladiators  exhibited  by  Valens,  which  was  extremely 
pompous  and  magnificent,  all  the  decorations  of  the  enter- 
tainment having  been  brought  from  Rome.    Before  he  de«^ 
parted  from  thence,  that  he  might  procure  fome  vacant 
months  to  Valens  and  C^cina,  for  exercifing  the  conful- 
Ihip,  he  abridged  the  term  appointed  for  others,  and  Vale- 
rius Marinus,  nominated  conful  by  Galba,  he  poftponed  to 
a  farther  time,  for  no  offence  given,  but  becaufe  Valerius 
would  fubmit  to  any  injury. 

As  he  was  on  his  march  from  Bononia,  he  received  let- 
ters from  his  friends  in  Syria  and  Judaea,  informing  hini, 
that  the  provinces  in  the  Eaft  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity 
His  amtf     to  him.     As  he  dreaded  Vefpafian,  and  upon  the  very  men* 
Ittthm-      tion  of  his  name  was  frequently  obferved  to  ftart,  he  no 
ftlvuj^fi  fooner  received  thefe  tidings,  than  both  he  and  his  army, 
to  ipotl  and  having  now  no  rival  power  to  fear,  abandoned  themfelves 
m*uagf.       ^^  ^jj  ^j^^  exceflTes  of  cruelty,  luft,  and  rapine.     In  all  the 
great  towns  through  which  he  pafled,  every  pleafure,  and 
every  diverfion,  proved  an  allurement  to  ftop  his  progrefs. 

i  Tacit.  Hift.  lib-  ii.  cap.  70,  71. 

(F)    Suetonius  writes,    that  them,  **  A  dead  enemy  fmell« 

ibmc  of  hi^  train  being  offended  well,  but  a  dead  citizen  bet- 

with  the  llench   of  the  half-  ter  ;'*  evidently  betraying  by 

pjutrefied  bodies,    the  emperor  that  impious  faying,  his  natural 

was  ifo  imprudent   as    to  tell  turn  to  cruelty  and  bloodfhed. 
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He  entered  the  cities  in  triumpli,  and  was  rowed  down  the 
rivers  in  painted  gallies,  curioufly  adorned  with  garlands 
of  flowers,  and  plentifully  ftored  with  the  moft  cxquifitc 
delicacies,  and  incentives  to  gluttony.  He  was  accompa- 
nied bythreefcore  thoufand  armed  men,  a  greater  number 
of  retainers  to  the  camp,  and  an  immenfe  multitude  of  buf- 
foonSj  mimics,  players,  fingers,  and  charioteers.  Among 
thefe  there  was  no  order  or  difcipline  ;  nay,  their  rapine 
and  daily  tumults,  however  infupportable,  proved  to  the 
emperor  matter  of  fport  and  diverfion.  Hence,  not  fatis- 
fied  with  free-quarters  wherever  they  came,  they  enfran- 
chifed  flaves,  plundered  the  houfes  of  their  hofts,  infulted 
their  wives  and  children,  and,  where  any  refiftance  was 
offered,  beat,  wounded,  and  killed  at  their  pleafure ;  for 
though  they  were  conftantly  quarreling  among  themfelves, 
yet,  in  contefting  with  the  peafants,  they  were  always  una- 
nimous. Not  only  the  colonies,  villages,  and  municipal 
cities,  were  confumed  by  furnifhing  fuch  vaft  fupplies  of 
provision ;  but  as  the  grain  was  then  ripe,  the  lands  were 
ftripped  and  laid  wafte.  As  the  emperor  approached  Rome, 
the  crowd,  great  in  itfelf,  was  encreafed  by  the  arrival  of 
the  fenators  and  Roman  knights,  who  came  out  to  meet 
the  emperor ;  a  compliment  which  fome  paid  out  of  fear, 
others  out  of  flattery.  When  the  multitude  was  within 
feven  miles  of  Rome,  Vitellius  caufed  a  quantity  of  meat 
ready  drefled  to  be  diftributed  amongft  his  foldiers,  to  every 
man  his  portion,  as  if  he  had  been  fsittening  a  number  of 
gladiators. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  populace,  who  came  in  crowds  to 
the  camp,  and  were  fcattered  all  over  it,  while  the  foldiers 
regarded  them  not,  cut  and  conveyed  away  their  belts  with- 
out being  perceived  ;  which,  it  feems,  was  a  joke  in  great 
vogue  with  the  rabble  of  the  city.    The  foldiers,  who  were  ^Th^popm^ 
ft  ranger  8  to  fuch  tricks,  and  could  not  brook  them,  upon  laei  of 
being  afked  by  way  of  derifion,  what  was  become  of  their  J**"*, 
belts,  ran  to  arms,  and  with  their  drawn  fwords  falling  upon  g^^l^" 
the  defencelefs  multitude,   flaughtered  great  numbers ;  a  f^i^efy. 
circumftance  which  occafioned  a  general  alarm  and  con- 
ftemation  in  the  city.     When  the  tumult  in  the  camp  was 
compofed,  Vitellius,  mounted  upon  a  ftately  courfer,  and 
in  his  coat  of  armour,  with  his  (word  by  his  fide,  began  to 
advance  to  the  gates  of  the  city,  ordering  the  fenate  and 
people  to  march  before  him.     Being  advifed  by  his  friends  ng  tmpi* 
not  to  enter  the  city  in  his  warlike  drefs,  as  if  it  had  been  rwr^s  entry 
taken  by  ftorm,  he  put  on  the  fenatorial  robe,  and  made  inuRmt. 
ap  entry  altogether  orderly  and  pad^c,  furfounded  with 
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ftandards  and  colours^  and  followed  by  his  numerous  army*^. 
In  this  ftate  he  went  to  the  Capitol,  to  offer  facrificc  to  Ju- 
piter ;  and  there  finding  his  mother  Sextilia,  embraced  and 
honoured  her  with  the  title  qf  Augufta.    From  the  CapiT 
tol,  he  marched  in  the  fame  pomp  to  the  imperial  palace. 
The  next  day  he  affembled  the  f^nate,  and  made  a  fpeecli^ 
in  which  he  promifed  ci^traordmjiry  advantages  from  his 
adminittration,  uttered  high  and  pompous  things  of  himfelf^ 
and  chiefly  enlarged  upon  his.  temperance,  though  all  Italy 
had  feen  him,  during  hi$  march}  \vallow^i*g  in  yolupt^oui- 
nefsiand  continually  intoxicated  with  wine.    The  though  t« 
lefs  multitude,  however,  broke  out  into  loud  acclamaUons, 
and  prefled  upon  him  the  title  of  Auguftus,  which,  thougli 
formerly  rejefied,  he  now  affumed.     He  likewife  took  upop 
him  the  office  of  chief  pontiff}  but  was  fo  ignorant  of  the 
religious  rites,  that  on  the  eighteenth  of  July,  be  publifli^d 
an  cdift  concerning  the  celebration  of  certain  folemnities, 
though  that  day  had  been  always  held  unlucky,  becaufe  on 
it  had  happened   the   tragical  overthrows  at  Crqm^ra  aii4 
Allia.      / 

His  chief  ftudy  was  to  gain  the  gopd  graces  and  applauff; 
of  the  rabble.  With  this  view  he  frequented  the  theatre  and 
circus,  exhibited  public  (hews,  and  did  all  that  lay  in  his 
power  to  keep  theni  iii  gopd  humpur.  He  went  often  to 
the  fenate,  even  when  the  deliberations  were  about  things 
of  fmall  moment.  In  the  looin  of  the  praetorian  cphorts, 
which  he'had  difcharged,  he  raifed  fixteen  new  ones,  j^ncf 
four  city  cohorts,  each  containing  a  thoufand  chpfen  men. 
For  captains  of  the  praetorian  guards,  he  appointed  Publius 
Sabinus,  raifed  from  the  command  of  a  conort,  and  Julius 
Prifpus,  then  only  a  centurion.  Prifcus  owed  his  prefer- 
nient  to  the  intereft  of  Val^ns,  and  Sabinus  his  to  C^cina ; 
for  by  thefe  two  favourites  all  the  functions  of  fover^igntji 
were  difcharged,  and  no  portion  of  power  was  left  Vitellius. 
They  ftrove  to  excel  each  other  in  credit  and  authority,  ia 
magnificence,  in  the  number  of  attendants  and  dependents; 
and  hence  were  ever  at  variance  with  one  anoiper,  their 
ancient  and  mutual  hatred,  which,  even  during  the  war, 
had  been  ill-difguifed,  being  inflamed  by  the  malignity  ot 
their  feveial  friends.  However,  their  animofitydid  not  ren- 
der them  more  remifs  in  feizing  for  themfelves  fine  houfes 
and  gardens,  and  the  wealth  of  the  empire.  Afiaticus  too, 
formerly  the  emperor's  pathic,  and  now  his  freedman,  had 
a  great  fhare  in  the  adminiftration ;  for  before  four  months 


^  Tacit^  Hid.  lib.  ii.  cap.  87^89. 


wer6 


fhe  Roman  Hiflory^  |ai  - 

"orttc  elapfed,  he  is  faid  tp  haye  equalled  in  wealth  all  the 
freedmen  of  former  emperors. 

Vitellius  abandoned  the  functions  of  an  emperor,  r^i^gu? 
ing  hiipfelf  entirely  to  riot,  luxury,  and  gluttony.  I^  ni$ 
court  no  man  ftrpve  to  rife  by  virtue  or  ability.  On^  only 
l-oad  there  >yas  to  preferment,  naniely,  by  means  of  con- 
fuming  banquets,  to  gorge  th^  appetite  of  th^  empcroy,  ever 
craving,  and  never  (atiated.  He  eat  conftantly  three,  and  Hiighh 
often  toMx  ^nd  five  meaU  ^  d^y,  haying  brought  himfelf  to  *^^,^ . 
a  habit  of  difcharging  his  ftomach  by  vpmiting  when  he  *''v*5/**^' 
plcafed.  AH  his  meals  were  expenfivc  almoft  beyond  be- 
lief, but  not  always  at  hi^  own  char|;e ;  fof  he  frequently 
invited  himfelf  to  the  houfes  of  his  friends,  to^breakfaft  ii^ 
one  place,  to  dine  jn  another^  and  to  fup  in  a  third,  all  oa 
the  fame  day.  {le  w^s  every  v^here  entertained  in  a  moft 
fumptuous  and  expenfive  manner :  but  of  all  thefe  enter- 
tainments the  mod  memorable  was  -made  for  him  by  Lui 
cius  his  brother  I  in  whi^h,  if  Svietonius  '  and  Eutropius  " 
are  to  be  credited^  two  thoufand  difierent  diflies  of  fiCh,  and 
feven  thoufand  of  fowl,  were  fervcd  up ;  the  choiceft  of 
both  forts  that  the  fea  ai^d  land  afforded.  His  own  profufe- 
nefs  fell  not  much  ihort  of  his  brother's  at  the  dedication 
pf  a  charger,  which|  by  reafon  of  its  capacity,  he  termed 
the  target  of  Minerva.  It  was  neverthelefs  filled  with  the 
livers  of  the  QQi  called  fcari,  the  brains  of  pheafants  and 
peacocks,  the  tongues  of  birds  called  phcenicopteri,  and 
the  fmall  guts  pf  lampries  brought  from  the  Carpathian 
Sea,  and  the  farthermofl:  coafts  of  Spain.  As  he  judged 
it  fufficient  to  enjoy  prefent  pleafures,  without  troubling 
himfelf  about  future  events,  he  fquandered  away  in  ban- 
quets above  feven  millions  of  our  mpney  in  four  months  ^  % 
and  Jofephus  aiTerts,  that  if  he  had  reigned  long,  the  whole 
wealth  pt  the  empire  would  not  have  been  fufficient  to  fup- 
ply  the  ^xpences  of  his  table.  Befides  the  vaft  fums  he 
confumed  by  his  riotous  living,  he  erefted  at  a  great  charge 
ftables  for  the  ufe  of  charioteers,  exhibited  almoft  daily 
Ihe ws  in  the  circus,  combats  in  the  theatre  and  amphithea- 
Ue,-  and  wantonly  fcattered  his  treafurcs  in  every  kind  o£ 
cxpencc.  Nothing  gave  greater  difguft  to  the  virtuous, 
though  it  proved  matter  of  joy  to  the  profligate  and  de- 
bauched, than  his  folemnizing  with  great  pomp  in  the  Field 
of  Mars  the  obfequies  of  Nero,  and  obliging  the  Auguftal 
priefts,  an.  order  by  Tiberius  confecrated  to  the  Julian  fa- 
mily, to  affifl;  at  that  ceremony. 

»  Suet,  in  Vit.  cap.  i  j,  m  Eutrop.  p.  720.  "  Tacit. 
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neftatitf     While  Vitellius  thus  wafted  the  wealth  of  the  empire  in 
^airs  im     Toluptuoufnefs,  fortune,  or  rather  Providence,  was  raifing^ 
Mr  £ajh      bJni  a  competitor  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  world.    Vcfpa- 
fian  had  been  fent  by  Nero  with  three  legions,  arid  a  confi- 
derable  numberof  auxiliaries,  to  make  war  upon  the  Jews/ 
which  war  he  was  carrying  on  with  great  fuccefs,  when 
news  arrived  of  the  death  of  that  prince,  and  the  acceflion 
of  Galba  to  the  empire.    He  immediately  difpatched  his 
fon  Titus  to  pay  homage  to  the  new  emperor,  and  to  receive 
his  orders  concerning  the  profecution  of  the  war.     But  ob- 
taining upon  his  arrival  at  Corinth,  advice  of  the  murder  of 
Galba,  and  at  the  fame  time  underftanding,  that  Vitellius 
had  taken  up  arms,  and  defigned  to  difpute  the  empire 
with  Otho,  he  refolved  to  return  to  Judaea,  to  receive  far- 
ther inftruftions  from  his  father.     Having  therefore  left 
Greece,  he  fteered  his  courfe  to  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Cyprus,  and  thence  to  Syria.     In 
.  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  his  curiority  prompted  him  to  vifit  the 
temple  of  Venus  at  Paphos,  which  was  at  that  time  highly 
renowned  amongft  the  natives  as  well  as  foreigners.     After 
he  had  furveyed  the  fignal  wealth  of  the  temple,  the  dona- 
tions of  princes,   and  other  curiofities,  he  confulted  the 
oracle  firft  concerning  the  fecurity  of  his  voyage,  and  then 
propofed,  but  in  vague  terms,  queftions  concerning  him- 
ielf.     The  prieft   named  Softratus,  returned  him  in  public 
a  (hort  anfwer,  but  defired  a  fecret  interview,  wherein  he 
difclofed  to  him  his  future  grandeur.     He  proceeded  to  his 
father  ;  but  before  his  arrival  the  armies  in  the  Eaft  had  al- 
ready fworn  fidelity  to  Otho.     In  Judaea,  three  legions  were 
under  the  command  of  Vefpafian ;  men  thoroughly  excr- 
ci fed  in  war.     Mucianus  governed  Syria  at  the  head  of  four 
legions. 

Between  thefe  two  commanders,  as  they  ruled  in  two 

bordering  provinces,  great  animofities  had  reigned ;  which, 

however,  they  dropped  upon  the  death  of  Nero,  and  agreed 

Vifpajian     to  aft  in  concert  for  their  mutual  fecurity  and  intereft. 

and  Mm^      T!\\\s  union  was  firft  begun  by  the  interpofition  of  their  com- 

itr  into  an   ^^^  friends,  and  afterwards  accompliftied  by  Titus.     Into 

aitimici.      the  fame  confederacy  entered  the  tribunes,  the  centurions, 

and  by  degrees  the  common  foldiers,  who,  upon  hearing 

that  Otho  and  Vitellius  were  contending  for  the  empire, 

began  to  complain,  that  while  others  enjoyed  rewards  for 

bellowing  the  empire,  they  alone  were  doomed  flaves  to 

every  emperor.   The  ardour  of  the  foldiery  was  well  known 

to  the  generals ;  but  they  judged  proper  to  wait  the  iffue  6i 

the  war  between  Otho  and  Vitellius:  even  after  Otho's 

death,  Vefpafian  took  the  ufual  oath  to  Vitellius,  and  wifli- 
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ed  him  a  profperous  reign  in  prefence  of  bis  army,  as  a 
precedent  for  them  to  follow.  His  troops  heard  him  with 
.difguft  and  filence,  and  were  not  without  great  difficulty 
prevailed  upon  to  take  the  fame  oath,  thinking  themfelves 
no  lefs  able  to  create  and  fupport  an  emperor  than  the  Ger- 
man legions  or  the  pnetorian  band?.  They  amounted  to 
feven  legions,  with  numerous  auxiliaries,  and  the  two  pro- 
vinces of  Syria  and  Judaea  were  in  their  poiTeifion  :  to  them 
lay  contiguous  that  of  Egypt,  which  was  governed  by  Ti*' 
berius  Alexander,  by  birth  an  Egyptian,  at  the  head  of  two  ^ 

legions.  Severial  bodies  of  forces  were  quartered  in  Cap-^ 
padocia  and  Pontus,  upon  the  frontiers  of  Armenia,  in 
Afia,  and  the  other  provinces.  The  governor  of  Egypt; 
who  was  entirely.attached  to  Vcfpafian,  accounted  the  third 
legion,  then  in  Moefia,  at  his  devotion,  (ince  it  had  been 
tranfpored  thither  out  of  Egypt :  hopes  too  were  entertained^ 
that  the  other  legions  in  Illyricum  would  efpoufe  the  fame 
intereft.  Vefpafian  continued  ftill  in  fufpenfe,  refle£bing 
how  dangerous  it  was  to  throw  himfelf,  at  the  age  of  fixty, 
and  his  two  fons,  Titus  and  Domitian,  in  the  prime  of  their 
years,  upon  the  caprice  of  fortune,  and  the  fate  of  war:  in 
private  purfuits,  room  was  always  left  for  retreat ;  but  to 
thofe  who  grafp  at  the  fovereignty,  no  middle  lot  remains; 
they  muft  either  reign  or  perifli.  At  the  fame  time  he  had 
before  his  eyes  the  great  ftrength  of  the  German  army ;  a 
circumftance  perfeSly  known  to  him,  who  was  a  man  of 
great  experience  in  war.  He  yielded  at  length  to  the  foli-* 
citations  of  Mucianus,  and  the  other  officers,  promifing  to 
aflume  the  title  of  emperor,  when  a  proper  opportunity 
fliould  offer.  The  two  commanders,  after  having  fpent  fe- 
veral  days  in  private  conferences,  parted,  Mucianus  going 
to  Antioch,  and  Vefpafian  to  Caefarea ;  the  former  the  me- 
tropolis of  Syria,  the  latter  of  Judaea. 

In  the  mean  time,  Alexandria  fet  the  example  of  ac-  VefpaJiM 
knowleging  Vefpafian  for  emperor,  through  the  zeal  of  Ti-  procUimed 
berius  Alexander,  who  brought  the  legions  there  to  fwear  *^t^^r. 
allegiance  to  him  on  the  firft  of  July,  the  day  ever  after- 
wards kept  and  folemnized  as  the  firft  of  his  reign.    The 
army  in  Judaea  took  the  fame  oath  on  the  third  of  July, 
with  fuch  ardour,  that  they  would  not  wait  the  arrival  of 
Titus,  who  was  then  on  his  return  from  Syria,  where  he 
had  been  concerting  meafures  with  Mucianus.     Thefe  glad 
tidings  no  fooner  reached  Mucianus,  than  he  adminiftered 
to  his  foldiers,  who  were  themfelves  well  difpofed,  the  oath 
to  Vefpafian.     Before  the  fifteenth  of  July,  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Syria  had  taken  the  fame  oath.     To  the  parly  ac- 
ceded Sohemus,  king  of  Edcffa,  Antiochus,  king  of  Co- 
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tnageQC,  ^nd  Agrippa*  king  of  Iturea,  who  vas  retiustxcA 
with  great  expedition  from  Kome^  upon  prirate  intellieeiice 
conveyed  to  him  by  hi«  friends  concerning  the  tranfa^iona 
in  the  Eaft.  Allegiance  was  likewife  fwom  by  all  the  ma- 
ritime proyinces,  extending  to  Afia  and  Achaia,  and  by 
all  the  inland  regiipiis  bordering  upon  Pontusj  and  the  two 
Armenias^ 

Vefpaflan,  having  now  a0umed  the  imperial  autharitfy 
eitablifhed  in  the  firft  place»  at  Berytus  in  Fhoeniciay  a 
(:aancil  for  the  dire£lioQ  of  all  important  afiaira.    Tbithet 
repaired  Mucianus,  with  a  train  of  general  officers,  tribunes, 
and  fuch  ceaturioQS  and  private  men  as  made  a  diftiqguiihed 
appearance.    Th^  army  in  Juds^  fumiflied  agi^eat  nuonbcF 
of  principal  Qfiic^rs»  who,  while  they  ftrove  to  furpafs  each 
Other  in  pomp  and  parade,  contributed  to  the  fplendid  ap- 
pearance of  the  court,  and  grandeur  of  the  emperor.     The 
firft  ftep  taken  for  profecuting  the  war,  was  to  inlift  men, 
and  to  recall  the  difmifled  veterana  to  the  fenricef    F<3«ti* 
fied  cities  were  allotted  for  forging  arms.    At  Aatiocii  mo^ 
^cy  was  coined,  gold  and  filver.     All  thefe  undertakings 
were,  in  their  feveral  ^uafterSj,  diligently  difpatched   by 
careful  and  capable  infpeifiofs.   Tathe  kings  of  Parthb  and 
Armenia,  Vologeies,  and  his  biiother  Tiridateay  were  ienf 
as  ambaiTadors ;  and  at  the  fame  time  provifion  was  made, 
that  when  the  legions  were  withdrawn  to  profecure  the  ci^ 
til  war,  the  countries  behind  ihould  not  be  left  naked  and 
defencelefs.     It  was  reiblved,  in  a  council  of  all  the  chief 
officers,  that  Titus  (hould  profecute  the  war  in  Judasa,  Vef« 
pafian  feize  th^  fireighta  leading  into  Egypt,  and  Mucianns, 
with  part  of  the  forces,  encounter. Viteljius.    To  all  the 
generals  and  armies  letters  were  fent,  with  orders  to  invite 
to  arms  the  pnetorian  foldiers  who  had  been  diflianded  by 
Vitellius.    Mucianus,.  /at  the  head  of  the  fixth  legion,  and 
thirteen  thoufand  veterans,  began  his  mafch,  a£ling  rather 
like  a  colleague,  than  a  minifter  of  die  emperor.     He  took 
bis  route  through  Cappadocia  and  Phrygia  to  Byzantium, 
where  he  had  ordered  the  fleet  to  attend  him.    He  loaded 
the  countries  through  which  he  paiTed  with  exorbitant  taxes, 
for  which  the  urgent  neceflitie^  of  war  furniihed  an  excufe. 
From  his  own  treafure  he  helped  to  fupport  the  war  ;  thus 
liberal  of  a  private  fum,  which  he  was  fure  to  repay  himfelf 
with  ufury  out  of  the  public.   The  reft  contributed  after  his 
example ;  but  few  were  found  who  recovered  their  (hare. 

The  Illyrian  army,  upon  advioe  that  the  legions  in  the 
Eaft  had  declared  Vefpafian  emperor,  efpoufed  the  fame 

•  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  li.  cap.  7«— «i,  Ss,  84.    Suet.  Vcfp.  cap.  9. 
Jofeph.  Beil.  Jud.  lib.  iv»  cap.  3^,  4a 
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Sartj  with  cxtraordinai y  zeal.    The  third  legion^  then  In  ne  lily- 
foefia,  was  the  foremoft ;  the  eighths  and  the  ferenth  in-  rianarm^ 
titled  Claodiana,  followed  the  example  of  the  thirds  being  ^^iares 
hoth  deroiedto  Vefpafian,  though  they  bad  not  been  in  the  -^J!^  ^'^* 
hft  battle.    They  had  indeed  adiranced  as  far  as  Aquilciai"''^** 
and  there  hearing  melancholy  tiditigs  of  Otho,   infulted 
thofe  who  brought  them^  rent  the  ftandards  bearing  the 
name  of  Vitellios,  and  (faaring  the  public  money  amongft 
themfelves^  a^d  with  open  hoftility.    Hence,  confidering 
that  they  might  urge  to  Vefpafian  thefe  a£ks  of  riolence  as 
matter  of  fervice  and  merit,  whereas  they  moft  exped;  to 
be  punifiied  for  them  by  Viteltius^  they  not  only  declared 
for  the  former,  but  by  letters  induced  the  army  in  PannonisI 
to  j«ia  in  the  confederacy,  and  were  preparing  to  have  re- 
coiirfe  to  force,  if  they  refufed.    In  Pannonia  tne  thirteenth  Md  th 
legion^  and  the  ierenth,  called  after  the  name  of  Galba,  Pamnnum 
acceded  without  hefitation  to  the  caufe  of  Vefpafian,  chiefly  ^iKw«'« 
inftigated  by  Antonius  Primus ;  who  finding  that  Vefpafiart 
was  likely  to  prevail,  abandoned  Vitellius,  devoted  himfetl 
to  the  new  emperor,  and  proved  a  great  aeceffion  to  the 
caufe;  for  he  was  a  man  of  tried  bravery,  daring  and  en* 
terprifing,  a  ready  fpeaker,  powerful  in  popular  tumults^ 
and,  though  rapacious,  profufe,  and  in  peace  altogether 
wicked  and  corrupt,  yet  very  ufefui  in  war.    The  Mcefian 
aadr  Paiinonian  armies  drew  after  them  the  forces  in  Dal-^ 
matiaw    Into  Britain  two  difpatches  were  fent  to  the  four- 
teenth legion,  others  into  Spain  to  the  fii-ft ;  for  they  had 
lK>th  engaged  for  Qtho  againfl:  VitcMius.    At  the  fame  time 
letters  were  difperfed  over  all  the  territories  of  the  Gauls ^.  ^ 

Vitellios  was  firft  informed  of  the  revolt  of  the  third  le-  rttilTtus 
gion  in  Moefia  ;  whi<;ii  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  him  hears  of  tki 
by  Aponius  Saturninus,  who  commanded  in  that  province ;  rtvoU* 
but  tile  circumftances  were  much  foftened  and  qualified. 
The  emperor's  friends,  foothing  him  with  flattering  fpeeches, 
took  care  to  put  favourable  conftruftions  upon  the  difagree- 
able  intelligence.     Vitellius  himfelf,  in  an  harangue  to  the 
foldiers,  inveighed  againfl:  the  praetorians  lately  difcharged, 
as  if  they  had  publifhed  lying  reports,  and  aflured  both  the 
foidiery  and  people,  that  there  was  no  ground  to  fear  a  civil 
war.     He  took  care  to  fupprefs  the  name  of  Vefpafian,  and 
difperfed  foldiers  all  over  the  city,  with  dire£tions  to  filence 
the  murmurs  of  the  populace  \  a  precaution  which  greatly 
intreafed  the  public  alarm.    From  Germany,  from  Britain,  Sindsfor 
and  from  both  Spains,  he  fent  for  fuccours,  but  in  a  very  neg-  fuccours, 
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ligent  manner)  the  better  to  conceal  the  neceltity  of  his  af** 
fairs.     In  the  provinces,  and  commanders  of  the  provinces,. 
no  lefs  remiflhefs  was  found :  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  wrho 
commanded  in  Germany,  and  Vettius  Bolanus,  governor  of 
Britain,  wavered  in  their  fidelity  to  Vitellius  j  nor-in  Spain 
was  there  any  forwardnefs  or  expedition  Oiewn,  the  com- 
manders of  the  three  legions  there,  men  equal  in  authority, 
watching  the  fortune  ot  war,  and  being  ready  to  folloMr  it 
which  way  foever  it  might  turn.    In  Africa,  the  legion  and 
cohort  levied  by  Claudius  Macer,  and  afterwards  difcharged 
by  Galba,  upon  orders  from  Vitellius,  returned  to  the  fer- 
vice.    The  youth  of  the  province  offered  to  inlift  with  fig- 
nal  alacrity,  Vitellius  having  ruled  there  as  proconful  vjrith 
great  uprightnefs,  as  had  Vefpafian  in  the  fame  quality  virith 
ignominy  and  public  hatred.     Valerius  Feftus,  governor  of 
the  province,  promoted  atfirft  the  inclinations  of  the  people 
with  exemplary  zeal  \  but  foon  after  beginning  to  waver, 
while  he  afferted  in  public  the  caufe  of  Vitellius,  by  fccret 
intelligence  encouraged  that  of  Vefpafian,  refqlved,  what- 
ever party  prevailed,  to  maintain  the  juftice  of  the  ftrongcr  **. 
The  meafures  concerted  and  agreed  on  by  Vefpafian  and 
Mucianus  were,  that  the  Illyrian  army  (hould  advance  as 
far  as  Aquileia,  poffefs  themfelves  of  the  Pannonian  Alps, 
and  there  wait,  till  their  forces  from  all  quarters  behind 
them  came  up,  in  order  to  enter  Italy  the  following  year 
in  a  large  body.     In  the  mean  time  the  fleet  was  to  keep 
conftantly  cruifing  both  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Adriatic 
feas,  in  order  to  prevent  the  conveying  of  corn  from  Egypt 
to  Rome,  and  provifions  from  Achaia  or  Sicily.     By  thefe 
means  they  did  not  doubt  that  Italy  would  be  obliged  to 
fubmit  without  bloodfhed  :  but  thefe'  orders  did  not  reach 
the  Illyrian  army,  till  it  was  too  late  to  put  them  in  execu- 
tion i  for  the  leaders  of  Vefpafian's  party  in  Illyrium  having 
held  a  council  at  Petovio,  now  Pettaw  in  Stiria  upon  the 
Drave,  to  deliberate  whether  they  ihould  content  them- 
Telves  with  guarding  the  paffes  of  the  Pannonian  Alps,  till 
the  forces  left  behind  advanced,  or,  by  a  refolution  more 
daring,  march  forward,  and  venture^  a  ftruggle  for  Italy, 
fome  thought  it  advifeable  to  wait  the  arrival  of  fuccours, 
magnifying  the  fame  and  renown  of  the  German  legions  \ 
but  Antonius  Primus,  who  was  againft  all  delay,  argued, 
.  that  to  themfelves  difpatch  was  altogether  advantageous, 
and  to  Vitellius  only  pernicious ;  fince  the  German  le- 
gions, once  indeed  formidable,  were,  by  frequenting  the 
circus  and  theatres,  and  following  the  idle  diverfions  of  the 
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city^  at  prefent  utterly  enervated  and  debauched,  and  dread* 

ful  to  none,  but  their  hofts ;  whereas  if  time  were  allowed 

them,  their  ancient  vigour  would  return,  by  their  appUca- 

L      tion  to  the  cares  and  toils  of  war.     **  Not  far  from  them 

I      (added  he)  lies  Germany ;  beyond  the  channel,  Britain ;  juft 

\      by,  Gaul,  as  alfo  both  Spains ;  from  all  a  ready  fupply  of 

'      men,  horfes,  and  contributions,     Italy  itfelf  is  in  their  pof- 

.     fcffion,  with  the  immenfe  treafures  of  Rome.     The  pro- 

\    trailing  of  the  war,  therefore,  to  another  fummer,  will 

:     prove  highly  advantageous  to  them  ;  but  in  this  interval 

r4    where  (hall  we  find  provifions  ?  where  money  ?   Let  us  ^ 

4    therefore  inftantly  make  an  irruption  into  the  boundaries  of 

\     Italy.  The  meafures  which  I  advife  I  am  refolved  to  purfue. 

J     You,  who  are  yet  free  to  follow  fortune  on  either  fide,  ftay, 

and  with  you  detain  the  legion.    To  me   a  few  cohorts, 

lightly  equipped,  will  be  uifficient.     You  fliall  foon  hear 

that  I  have  opened  my  way  into  Italy,   and  broken  the 

power  of  Vitellius :  you  will  then  be  glad  to  follow  the 

track  of  one  who  has  conquered  for  you." 

This  fpeech,  uttered  with  eyes  darting  fire,  and  a  fierce 
and  thundering  voice,  animated  even  the  mofl  cautious 
and  wary.  The  common  foldiers,  who,  together  with  the 
centurions,  had  flipped  into  the  council,  extolled  him  as  the 
only  brave  man,  the  only  refolute  leader.  His  refolution  m^p^^, 
being  generally  approved  of,  to  render  the  march  into  Italy  pofal  ap- 
fecure,  letters  were  forthwith  difpatched  to  Aponius  Satur-  pro^ved, 
ninus,  who  had  already  joined  the  party  of  V^fpafian,  with 
direftions  to  follow  in  hafte  with  his  army  frdm  Moefia. 
That  the  provinces,  thus  bereft  of  their  armies,  might  not 
be  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the  bordering  nations,  the 
chiefs  of  the  lazyges,  a  Sarmatian  nation,  were  taken  into 
the  fervice,  and  retained  in  pay.  Into  the  party  were 
drawn  Sido  and  Italicus,  kings  of  the  Suevians,  men  re- 
markable for  their  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  Romans. 
On  the  fide  towards  Rhsetia  guards .  of  auxiliaries  were 
polled,  that  country  being  governed  by  Fortius  Septimius, 
the  procurator,  a  man  unfliaken  in  his  fidelity  to  Vitellius. 
Sentilius  Felix  was  ordered  to  poflTefs  himfelf  of  the  bank  of 
Oenus,  now  the  Ins,  flowing  between  Rhsetia  and  Nori- 
cum.  Thefe  precautions  being  taken,  Prim'us  marched 
with  great  expedition  to  invade  Italy,  at  the  head  of  a 
chofen  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry.  He  was  accompa-* 
^fied  by  Arrius  Varus,  an  ofilcer  of  great  bravery  and  expe* 
rience,  which  he  had  acquired  under  the  renowned  Cor- 
bulo,  whom  he  was  fuppofed,  in  fecret  conferences  with 
Nero,  to  have  a^cufed,  and  thereby  occafioned  the  ruin  of 
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tbtt  ceiebfateid  commander.    By  fovour  thus  itdz^otAf 
gained)  he  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  principal  eenturion. 

Primus  and  Varus,  advancing  tb  Aquileia,   were  ad-^ 
mitted  into  the  city,  and  likewife  ihtb  the  neighbouring 
towns  of  Opitergium  and  Altinum :  PadUa,  and  Abefte^ 
now  Efte,  received  them  with  great  demonitrations  of  joy. 
In  the  latter  place  they  learned,  that  three  cohorts  of  Vitcl-* 
lius's  army,  with  the  fquadron  of  horfe  called  Scriboniana^ 
had  conftruded  a  bridge  at  Forum  Allienum,  now  Ferrara, 
where  they  were  polled.     At  break  of  day  therefore  this 
body  was  furprifed,  fome  of  them  put  to  the  fword,  and  the 
reft  either  obliged  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight,  or  to  re* 
nounce  their  allegiance.    In  the  mean  time  two  legions  ar« 
riving  at  Padua  ftom  Pannonia,  namely,  the  fevenih,  fur- 
named  Galbiana,  and  the  thirteenth,  named  Gemina,  Fri"* 
mu9,  after  having  allowed  them  a  few  davs  for  repofe^  di«* 
r^ded  his  march  to  Verona,  with  ;a  de(ign  to  feize  that 
city,  and  make  it  the  feat  of  war,  as  it  was  fituated  among 
fpacious  plains,  fit  for  encounters  of  horfe^  in  which  bis 
principal  force  lay.     In  their  march  they  became  mafters  of 
Vicetia;  an  acquifition  which,  though  fmall  in  itfelf,  paiTed 
for  one  of  great  moment  ^  fince  in  it  Caccina  was  bom,  and 
from  the  general  of  the  enemy  the  place  of  his  nativity  was 
fnatched.    The  feizing  of  Verona  was  deemed  a  more  im- 
portant conqueft ;  for  it  was  a  wealthy  and  flourifhing  city, 
and  befides,  the  key  of  Germany  and  Rhaetia :  fo  that  now 
all  communication  between  Vitellus  and  thofe  countries 
was  cut  off.    In  the  mean  time  letters  arrived  from  Vefpa* 
fian,  with  orders  to  his  generals  not  to  venture  beyond 
Aquileia,  but  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Mucianus.    Mucianus 
was  impelled  by  a  paffion  for  gaining  all  the  glory,  and  re-* 
ferving  for  himielf  the  whole  honour  of  the  war :  but  from 
diftant  quarters  of  the  world  thefe  counfels  arrived,  when 
other  meafures  were  already  taken '. 

Intelligence  of  the  irruption  of  the  enemy  into  Italy  no 
fooner  reached  Rome,  than  Vitellius,  at  length  thoroughly 
alarmed,  ordered  his  two  generals,  Csecina  and  Valens,  to 
prepare  with  all  expedition  for  taking  the  field.  New  le- 
vies were  raifed,  and  volunteers  were  enlifted  on  promife 
of  being  difmiffed  immediately  after  the  fervice,  and  grati- 
fied with  the  fame  rewards  that  were  beftowed  on  veterans 
after  a  long  courfe  of  warfare.  As  Valens  was  juft  thcfl 
recovered  from  a  fevere  fit  of  ficknefs,  Csecina  alone  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  German  army.    The  appearance 
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of  thofc  fofces,  lb  drfeadful  upon  their  late  entry^  prored' 
far  different  upon  their  departure  :  they  had,  by  imitating 
the  exceffes  of  their  en^peror,  by  abandoning  themfelves  to 
the  voluptuous  entertainments  of  the  city,  and  foUowing 
other  pradices  too  abominabie  to  be  named,  quite  exhauft- 
^  cd  their  martial  ardour^  and  enfeebled  their  bodies;  Their 
march  was  diforderly  and  flow,  their  ranks  were  thin,  great 
numbers  having  been  fwept  off  by  diftempers  arifing  from 
their  riotous  living  \  their  horfes  were  almoft  lifelefs,  aiid  the 
men  grown  too  delicate  to  bear  the  fun,  the  duft,  or  the 
weather  :  but  the  more  averfe  they  were  to  military  toilSf 
the  greater  propenfity  they  had  to  difobedience  and  mutiny* 
'■  Ic  was  generally  believed,  that  Cascina,  who  commanded  c^eina 

I       them,  out  of  jealoufy  and  hatred  to  Fabius  Valens,  Vitel-  wavfrihi 
^      lius's  chief  favourite,  had  already  refolved  to  change  fi'desi  ^*'/^%» 
]       and  fignified  his  intention  to  Flavins  Sabinus^  Vefpafian's 
brother,  whom  Vitellius  had  not  yet  removed  from  the  go- 
vernment of  Rome.    Cxcina,  after  Vitellius  had  embraced 
and  difmiffed  him  with  high  marks  of  honour,  leaving  the 
city,  detached  part  of  the  cavalry  to  poffefs  themfelves  of 
Cremona,  ordering  the  reft  \o  repair  to  Hoftilia,  a  place  of 
fome  firength,  about  thirty  miles  from  Verona.     He  him- 
felf  turned  off  to  Ravenna,  to  confer  with  Luciiis  Baffus* 
who,  from  the  command  of  a  fquadron  of  horfe,  had  beexi 
preferred  by  Vitellius  at  once  to  that  of  the 'two  fleets,  the 
one  riditig  at  Ravenna,  th^  other  at  Mifenum  \  but  was  ne^* 
verthelefs  highly  diffatisfied,  becaufe  he  was  not  appointed 
captain  of  the  prxtorian  guards.     Caecina  having  rejoined  HhtrtacJkr 
the  legions,  employed  many  devices  to  alienate  tho  affec-  ^* 
tions  of  the  centurions  and  comition  foldicrs  from  ViteU 
lius,  to  whom  they  were  ftrongly  devoted.     Baffus  under- 
took the  fame  talk  with  the  fleet,  and  accompliflied  it  with- 
out  much  difficulty;  for  as  they  had  lately  ferved  under Otho^ 
they  were  ready  to  throw  off  their  allegiance  to  Vitellius*. 
Csecina  advanced  to  Hoftilia,  and  encamped  between  that 
village  and  the  marlhes  formed  by  the  fiver  Tartarus,  be- 
ing defended  behind  by  the  river,  and  on  each  fide  by  the 
marfli.     As  he  had  with  him  fix  legions,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  auxiliailes,  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  utterly  de- 
feated Primus's  two  legions  (for  his  other  forces  were  not 
yet  arrived),  and  to  have  forced  them  to  abandon  Italy : 
but  framing  delays,  he  privately  carried  on  a  correfpondence 
with  the  enemy's  generals,  till,  by  intercourfe  of  meffengers, 
he  agreed  upon  the  articles  of  hjB  treachery.     In  the  mean 
time  the  feventh  legion,  named  Claudiana,  arrived  at  Ve- 
rona, under  the  command  of  Vipfanius  Meffala,  a  nian  of 
a  moft  illuftrious  family,  and  the  only  yerfon  who.  engaged 
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in  the  war  from  laudable  d^figns*  The  feventh  legion  was 
foon  after  followed  by  the  third  and  the  eighth  \  and  then 
It  was  judged  proper  to  draw  an  entrenchment  round  V^ 
rona. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fleet  at  Ravenna  revolting  from  Vi- 
tellius,  deftroyed  his  imager,  and  openly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of 
dtttaresfor  Vefpafian ;  a  revolt  which  C^ecina  no  fooner  underftood, 
eipafian,     jjj^n^  affembling  all  the  principal  centurions,  and  fome  of 
the  common  foldiers,  he  reprefented  the  deplorable  condi- 
tion of  Vitellius's  affairs,  exhorted  them  to  gain  betimes 
the  favour  of  thb  new  prince,  and  then  perfuaded  them  to 
take  the  oath  to  Vefpafian.     Thofe  who  were  his  accom- 
plices fetting  an  example,  the  reft,  aftonilhed  at  fo  fudden 
an  event,  took  it  after  them.     At  the  fame  inftant,  the 
images- of  Vitellius  were  pulled  down  and  defaced,  and 
meffengers  difpatched  to  acquaint  Antonius  Primus  with 
the  whole  tranfaftion.     As  foon  as  news  of  the  defeftion 
were  fpread  through  the  camp,  the  foldiers  flocked  to  the 
quarter  where  the  images  of  Vefpafian  were  fet  up,  and,  . 
with  the  utmoft  indignation,  flung  them  down,  and  replaced 
thofe  of  Vitellius  %  then  choofing  for  their  leaders  Fabius 
Fabullus,  commander  of  the  fifth  legion,  and  Caffius  Lon- 
gus,  prjefed  of  the  camp,  they  put  Caecina  in  irons,  cut- 
ting in  pieces  many  marines,  who,  by  chance,  fell  in  their 
way.     Filially,'  they  abandoned  their  camp,  and  breaking 
down  the  bridge  marched  back  to  Hoftilia,  and  thence  to 
Cremona,  to  rejoin  the  firft  legion  named  Italica,  and  the 
one-and-twentieth,  fumamed  Rapax  *. 

Thdfe  tranfadlions  were  no  fooner  known  to  Primus  than 
he  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy,  thus  divided  in  their  fcnti- 
ment^,  before  the  leaders  had  recovered  their  authority,  the 
foldiers  their  difcipline  and  obedience,  or  the  legions  their 
former  fpirit  and  boldnefs.  He  imagined,  that  Fabius  Va- 
lens,  who  was  inviolably  attached  to  Vitellius,  and  a  com- 
mander of  great  experience,  h^  before  this  time  left  Rome, 
and  would,  upon  learning  the  defertion  of  Caecina,  advance 
with  great  expedition.  With  his  whole  army  therefore  he 
departed  from  Verona,  and  the  next  evening  encamped  at 
Bedriacum.  The  day  following  he  ordered  his  auxiliaries 
to  forage  in  the  territories  of  Cremona,  and  marched  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  eight  thoufand  horfe  to  fupport  them. 
When  he  had  advanced  about  eight  miles  from  Bedriacum, 
he  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  approached.  While 
Primus  wafi  confuiting  what  meafures  to  take,  Arrius  Varus 
ruihed  out  with  a  party  of  the  moft  refolute  horfe,  and  put 


and  is  by 
his  troops 
put  in  irons. 
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tne  6nefny'g  vanguard  in  confufion  :  but  others .  advancing 
to  fupport  their  Comrades,  the  fortune  of  the  encounter 
changed,  and  Arrius  was  put  to  flight.     I'his  rafli  fiep  had  Arriusf^a^ 
been  taken  without  the  approbation  of  Prirtlus,  who  judged  rus  put  i9 
that  the  ilTue  would  be  fuch  as  it  proved.    He  tiow  exhorted  -f^^^f/J/^ 
thofe  about  him  to  prepare  for  battle  -,  tc^  the  legions  he  y^^Hi^^ 
difpatched  orders  to  arm,  and   notic6  to  the   auxiliaries, 
difperfed  over  the  country,  to  abandon  their  pillage,    and      * 
haften  by  th^  feveral  neareft  ways  to  the  adlion.     In  the 
mean  time  Arrius's  routed  troops  arriving,  communicated 
their  panic  to  the  reft  5  infomuch   that  the  whole  body  of 
horfe,  under  the  command  of  Primus,  Bed  in  a  (hamefol 
manner.     During  this  confternation,  f  rim  us  difcharged  the  The  gallant 
duty  of  an  experienced'  commander,  and  a  mod  intrepid  conduS  of 
folcfier,  animating  (\A(m  as  were  difmayed,  readily  affifting  ^'"'^*'* 
with  his  fword  wherever  the  greateft  efforts  were  required, 
wherever  any  hope  was  ptefented.     With  his  javelin  he 

Eierced  a  ftandard-bearer  who  waS  flying,  and  feizing  the 
anner,  turned  it  againft  the  enemy.  Hereupon  a  hun- 
dred Ijorfe,  afhamed  to  defert  their  general,  returned  to  the 
charge.  With  thefe,  drawn  up  in  clofe  ranks^  he  fuftained 
the  onfet,  till  the  reft  of  his  men,  finding  the  bridge  be- 
hind them  broken,  and  their  flight  interrupted,  returned  to 
battle. 

Confternation  and  difmay  now  feized  the  enemy ;  they  yitellmsU 
began  to  give  ground,  and'  at  laft.  Primus  preffing  them  ^a'^alry 
with  frefh  vigour,  they  fled  in  great  diforder.  The  con-  ^^^™* 
querors  purfued  them  within  foul-  miles  of  Cremona,  where 
they  met,  attacked,  and  routed  the  two  legions,  called  Ra- 
pax  and  Italica,  who  were  advancing  to  the  relief  of  their 
cavalry.  Primus  forbore  purfuing  them,  attentive  tothe 
condition  of  his  men  and  horfes,  quite  cxhaufted  with  the 
fatigue  of  the  day.  In  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  the  reft 
of  the  forces  commanded  by  Primus  arrived.  As  they 
marched  over  heaps  of  flain,  they  concluded  from  thence, 
that  the  war  was  nearly  ended,  and  demanded  to  be  led  di- 
retlly  to  Cremona*  well  apprife<l,  that  by  ftorming  the 
town  in  the  dark  they  fliould  have  a  greater  latitude  for 
plundering ;  whereas,  if  they  waited  the  return  of  day,  pro- 
pofals  would  be  offered,  and  terrhs  granted:  by  which 
means  the  wealth  of  Cremona  would  accrue  to  the  com«- 
manders  of  the  legions,  and  principal  officers ;  for  the  plun* 
der  of  a  town,  taken  by  ftorm,  belonged  to  the  foldiers;^ 
but  to  the  leaders,  when  gained  by  furrender.  It  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  that  Primus  (for  they  difregarded 
the  other  commanders)  prevailed  upon  them  to  delay  the 
attad  for  one  night.  In  the  mean  time  fame  horfemen^ 
EL  a  who 
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who  had  advanced  clofe  to  the  walls  of  Cremona,'  having 
feized  a  few  ftragglers,  learned  of  them,  that  fix  legions  of 
Vitelliusy  and  the  whole  army  which  had  encamped  at 
Hoftiiia,  having  that  day  marched  thirty  miles,  were  ju(t 
approaching  in  order  of  battle.  Primus  immediately  dre  v 
up  his  men,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and 
made  the  neceflarv  preparations  to  receive  the  enemy,  who, 
as  they  wanted  a  leader  of  experience,  inllead  of  refting  at 
Tki  bmU  Cremona,  refolved,  fatigued  as  they  were,  to  attack  the 
^£^'  forces  of  Primus,  and  adually  began  the  engagement  at  the 
**"  third  hour  of  the  night ;  that  is,  about  nine  in  the  evening. 

The  combat  laftcd  the  whole  night,  fortune  fomctinncs 
favouring  one  (ide,  fometimes  another.     As  they  fought  in 
the  dark,  and  the  watch-word  of  each,  by  being  frequently, 
afked  and  repeated,  became  known  to  the  other,  they  could 
.  not  difcem  friend  from  foe.     In  this  dreadful  confufion  the 
feventh  legion,  called  Galbiana,  was  feverely  handled.   Out 
of  it  fix  centurions  of  principal  rank  were  flain,  and  fome 
of  the  enfigns  taken  :    the  eagle,  however,  was  preferved 
by  Attilius  Verus,  the  chief  centurion,  who,  in  defending 
it,  flew  heaps'  of  the  enemy,  and  at  laft  was  flain.    The 
troops  of  Primus  were  chiefly  annoyed  by  a  balifla  of  amaz- 
ing bulk,  which  being  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  highway, 
fwept  away  whole  ranks,  by  difcharging  againft  them  maily 
ftones.     At  length  two  common  foldiers,  pafling  undi^ 
covered  through  the  midft  of  the  enemy,  cut  the  fprings  of 
the  engines,  and  thus,  at  the  expence  of  their  own  lives 
(for  they  were"^ immediately  cut  in  pieces),  faved  part  of  the 
army  from  deftrudlion.    To  neither  fide  was  fortune  yet  in- 
clining, when  the  moon  rifing  difcovered  the  two  armies  to 
each  other.     More  favourable,  however,  ihe  proved  to  that 
of  Vefpafian,  as  fhe  (hone  upon  their  backs,  and  full  in  the 
enemy's  faces.    Primus,  now  that  he  could  diftinguifli  his 
own  men,  and  be  by  them  diftinguiflied,  exerted  all  bis 
endeavours  to  animate  them  by  force  of  applaufe,  reproach, 
and  exhortation.    In  the  midft  of  thefe  efforts  the  third  le- 
gion, according  to  the  cuftom  in  Syria,  where  they  had 
been  long  quartered,  paid  their  adoration  to  the  rifing  fun. 
This  .incident  gave  birth  to  a  report,  which  flew  in  an  inftant 
through  the  whole  army,  and  reached  the  enemyi  that  Mu- 
cianus  was  arrived,  and  between  his  forces  and  the  third 
legion  mutual  falutations  had  pafled.     The  troops  of  Vitel- 
lius  were  greatly  difheartcned  by  this  report;  when  Primus, 
ieizing  the  occafion,  puftied  them  with  redoubled  vigour, 
and  entir^'ly  broke  their  ranks  j  which  they  attempted  in- 
fixed to  rcftore,  but  in  vain,  being  embarrafled  by  their  own 
carriages  and  engines. 

Being 
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<   Being  therefore  no  longer  able  to  keep  their  ground,  they  VitelBms^t 
fled  with  precipitation,  and  ftrore  to  gain  Cremona ;  the  J"^»^* 
▼iflors  purfuing  them  with  great  Daughter.  Vitelliu$isfaid  -^"^** 
ta  have  loft,  in  the  engagement  and  purfuit,  about  thirty 
thoufand  men  (G). 

As  the  conquerors  approached  Cremona,  they  found  the 
enemy  encamped  quite  round  the  walls,  defended  by  a  deep 
ditch,  which  had  been  dug  in  the  war  againfl  Otho,  and 
fince  ftrengthened  with  fre(h  works.    To  proceed  to  the 
afiault  with  an  army  exhaufted  with  the  continued  toil  of  a 
day  and  a  night,  feemed  to  the  leaders  an  enterprize  full  of 
danger  and  difficulty;  but  the  foldiers,  more  inclined  to  brave 
perils  than  to  bear  delays,  demanded  to  be  forthwith  led  on 
to  the  attack.     Primus^  yielding  to  this  humour,  ordered 
them,  in  the  form  of  a  ring,  to  inveft  the  entrenchments, 
and  begin  the  aflault;  which  they  gave  with  a  fury  hardly  ^heymi* 
tobe  expreffed,  raifing  their  fhields  over  their  heads,  and  '^"''^ 
thence  forming  a  teftudo,  under  the  fhelter  of  which  they  '^^* 
advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  ramparts.    But  Vicellius's  men,  * 

by  hurling  down  huge  ftones^  loofened  the  teftudo,  beat  to 
the  ground  the  men  beneath,  and  made  a  dreadful  havock 
of  them,  thus  naked  and  expofed  to  vollies  of  ftones  and 
arrows.     The  onfet  began  to  flacken,  when  the  officers, 

(G)  The  fight  of  fo  many  at  the  fame  time,  he  embraced 

deaid  bodies  lying  together  in  with  a  flood  of  tears,  his  pale 

heaps,  and  covering,  the  fields  corpfe;  charged,  with  a  mournful 

and  highways,  did  Qot  occafion  voice,  the  public  with  the  crime 

fo  much  horror  as  the  death  of  a  of  parricide;  and  lifting  up  the 

father  flaughtered  by  his  own  body,  digged  a  grave,  and  un- 

fon.    The  fa<^  is  thus  related  der  the  utmoft   afflidion,  dif- 

by  our  hiftorian,  upon  the  au-  charged  towards  his  parent  the 

thority  of  Vipfanius  MefTala,  laft   duty.      Thofe   who  were 

who,  in  this  engagement,  com-  neareft  obferved   what  pafTed, 

manded   the    feventh    legion,  and  in  a  moment  the  tragical 

named      Claudiana  ;      Julius  accident  was  divulged  through- 

Manfuetus,  a  native  of  Spain,  out  the  whole  army,  with  many 

L'fHng  in  the  legion  called  Rai-  lamentations  and  bitter  execra- 

pax,   left  behind  him  a    fon,  tions,  upon  a  war  thus  unnatu- 

then  a  boy,  who  afterwards  be-  ral  ^nd    barbarous;    yet  they 

ing  under  Galba,   inrolled  ia  continued  to  butcher  and  plun- 

the  feventh  legion  called  Gal-  der  their  kinfmen,  their  relations,- 

bi^na,  happened  in  this  battle  nay,    their   brethren,    at  the 

to  engage  his  father,  and  killed  fame  time  relating  what  a  cry- 

him;  but  being  known  by  his  ing  iniquity  had  been  commit* 

parent  juft  expiring,  as  he  was  ted,  and  committing  it  them* 

iriilinghim,  and  recognizing  him  felves  (3  )  • 

.j[3)  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1 3—15.    Dio,  lib.  Ixv.  p.  740* 
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Ending  thpir  men  unn^pyc d  by  e«hpxuUons,  pointed  tt 
Cremona  ^s  the  price  of  their  yiftory.  Thus  encouraged, 
they  renewed  the  aff^uHi  ^\\  obftinj^t^ly  determined  to  Tuc- 
ceed  or  die  ;  reg^rdleft  of  wounds  and  blood  they  ftrpvc  tp 
demoliih  the  rampart,  battered  the  gates,  ftood  upon  th^ 
Ihouldcr^  of  ope  another,  »nd  upon  the  teftudo  now  reftor- 
cd  5  thence  feized  th^  weapons  in  ibe  hands  of  the  encr 
myi  and  the  bands  too  which  held  them  ^  fo  that  th^ 
wounded  and  unwpunded»  fuch  as  were  half  de^^,  and  fucli 
ps  wcrp  juft  expi(mg,  tumbled  headlong  together,  ancj  pc* 
f  ifhed.  When  the  troops  pf  Vitelliu§  were  no  longer  able 
to  fuftain  the  ihdck,  and  found  that  all  the  difcharges  from 
the  balifta  were  rendered  inefte^ual  by  the  teftudo  b^loW| 
they  at  laft  flung  down  the  engine  itfelf,  huge  and  ponder* 
ous  as  it  was,  which  failed  not  to  cru(b  thole  upon  whoin 
\t  feUj  but  at  the  fame  time  drew  wi^h  it  the  battlements,  the 
andfirU  Upper  part  of  the  rampart,  and  the  adjoining  tower.  In 
I/.  this  cgnfufion  Caius  Yolufiu^,  a  foldi^r  of  the  third  legioni 

having  mounted  the  ranipart,  bore  down  all  who  refifted, 
and  cried  aloud  that  the  camp  was  taken.  The  reft  then 
having  broken  the  gate  with  theif  fwords  and  axes,  ruOied 
in,  the  ^nemy  being  repulfed,  and  leaping  with  great  precipi-r 
ration  from  the  battlements.  The  whole  fpacc  between 
the  camp  and  Cremona,  whither  the  enemy  retired,  wa3 
(overed  with  dead  bodies. 

Here  was  prefented  a  new  fccno  of  difficulties.  The  city 
was  furrounded  by  high  wails,  and  ftrong  towers  of  ftone, 
and  the  gates  were  fecured  by  vaft  bars  of  iron,  the  garri- 
fcn  numerous,  the  inhabitants  devoted  to  the  party  pf  Vir 
tellius,  and  at  this  time  a  great  part  of  Italy  affembled  in.thc 
town  on  occafion  of  a  fair.  Primus  ordered  fire  to  be  im- 
mediately fet  to  the  moft  funiptuous  and  beautiful  buildings 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  hoping,  by  that  ei^pe-! 
<lient  to  oblige  the  people  of  Cremona  to  abandon  the  party 
Crakona  pf  VitelHus.  At  the  fame  time  he  conveyed  ail  his  braveft 
mtiacM.  men  into  fucb  houfcs  as  .ftpqd  near  the  fortifications,  from 
whence,  with  voUies  of  darts,  arrows,  and  ftones,  they 
drove  away  all  who  made  pppofition,  while  the  legipns, 
forming  a  teftudo,  adv^anced  to  the  foot  pf  the.  walls.  The 
befieged  fuftained  the  attack  with  great  intrepidity,  till  their 
©fficers  fearing  that,  ftiould  the  city  be  taken  by  ftorm,  all 
the  fury  of  the  conquerors  would  difcharge  itfelf  upon  them, 
began  to  deliberate  about  furrendering.  Having  thereforo 
ijgreed  to  throw  themfelves  on  the  meicy  of  the  conqucr-s 
ing  army,  they  erafed  the  name,  and  defaced  th^  itpagc^ 
of  Vitellius  ;  then  difchaiging  Caecina  from  confinement, 
befought  bim  to  intercede  in  thei^  behalf.    Thus  were  fo 

many 
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many  brave  men  reduced  at  length  to  implore  the  aid  and 
proteftion  of  a  traitor.  At  bis  requeft  Primus  granted  them  ^^  Att/*- 
their  lives,   ordering  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  ^^'^*' 
inarch  out  of  the  town  5  Cascina,  who  was  then  conful, 
walking  before  them,  attended  by  his  li£lors,  and  arrayed 
with  the  enfigns  of  the  confular  dignity.     This  fpcdaclc 
even  the  conquerors  could  not  bear ;  they  upbraided  him  in 
bitter  terms  with  his  pride,  cruelty,  and  treafon,  and  would     ' 
have  proceeded  to  violence,   had   not  Primus  re'ftrained 
them ;  then  furnifhing  Cxcina  with  a  guard,  fent  him  away 
to  Vefpafian  ^ 

As  the  city  of  Cremona  had,  even   in  the  war  againft  hpillagid 
Otho,  fupported  the  caufe  of  VitelJius,  and  even  fhewcd  a  and  burnt. 
paffionate  zeal  for  his  intereft,  Primus  and  his  army  were 
highly  incenfed  againft  it:  neverthelefs,  the  general  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  deliver  it  immediately  up  to  be  plun- 
dered, great  part  of  the  wealth  of  Italy  being  at  this  time 
lodged  there,  on  occafion  of  the  fair.     In  a  fpeech  which 
he  made  to  the  foldiers,  after  the  furrender  of  the  place, 
he  commended  their  bravery,  exhorted  them  to  ufc  mercy 
towards  their  fellow-foldiers  who  had  fubmitted ;  but  pur- 
pofely  avoided  making  any  mention  of  the  city  or  its  inha- 
bitants.    Having   ended  his   harangue,  and  difmiiTcd  his 
troops,  he  went  to  a  bath  to  walh  off  the  blood  with  which 
he  was  ftill  ftained  5  for  he  had,  during  the  feveral  engage- 
ments and  attacks,  commanded  as  a  general,  and  fought 
like  a  common  foldier«     In  the  bath  he  happened  to  drop 
a  word,  which  was  remarked,  and  quickly  divulged ;  for 
finding  the  water  too  cool,  he  complained  of  it,  adding, 
**  It  will  foon  prove  abundantly  hot.**    This  faying,  though 
in  jeft,  uttered  to  his  flaves,  was  inftantly  fpread  all  over 
the  camp,  and  by  the  foldiery,  greedy  of  plunder,  interpret- 
ed as  the  watch- word  for  fetting  fire  to  Cremona.    Accord- 
ingly forty  thoufand  foldiers  ruming  into  it,  and  a  greater 
number  of  fervants  and  retainers  to  the  camp,  more  aban- 
doned to  afts  of  cruelty  and  licentioufnefs  than  the  foldiers 
themfclves,  pillaged,  murdered,  and  ravifhed,  without  re- 
ftraint,  for  four  days  together,  and  then  fetting  fire  to  the 
deferted  houfes,  reduced  them  to  afhes. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Cremona,  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
fix  years  after  its  foundation. .  Primus,  incenfed  at  the  bar- 
barities committed  by  his  foldiers,  commanded,  that  no 
one  fliould  prefume  to  hold  captive  any  citizen  of  Cremona,  q^^^  ^^^. 
In  confequence  of  this  order,  thofe  who  had  any  began   baruits 
to  murder  them  ;  which  inhumanity  obliged  their  relations  t^mmuud 

to  redeem  them.    Scpn   after,  the  inhabitants  that  had  "*  ^'*'" 

9i»na% 
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putlired  the  general  mai&cre»  returned  to  Crempnai  axi4 
rebuilt  the  city,  being  affifled  by  Vefpafian.      Jpfephu^ 
tells  us,  that  of  Vitellius's  party  there  fell  in  the  battle  thirty 
thoufand  two  hundred,  and  four  tbouran4  five  hpndred  oil 
Primus*$  fide  " ;  and  Xipbilinqs  write?,  that  in  the  field  an4 
in  the  city  of  Cremona,  fifty  thoufand  perfpns  perifhed. 
The  conquerors,  not  at)le  to  bear  the  flench  of  the  putrefied 
carcafcs,  having  lodged  one  night  on  the  ruins  in  which  tlie 
city  was  buried,  retired  riext  day  three  iniles  from  thence. 
The  foldiers  of  Vitellius,  fcattered  and  ^ifperfed  fpver   the 
country,  Mjrere  aflembled  again,  placed  under  their  fornner 
banners,  and,  as  the  war  ftill  fubfifted,  fent  Jn^o  lilyricum, 
Meflengers  were  immediately  difpatched  into  Britain,  and 
both  Spaing,  to  acquaint  the  troops  there  with  the  viSory, 
as  was  Julius  Calenus,  a  tribune,'  into  Ga^l,  and  Alpinu^ 
Mont  anus,  commander  of  a  cpnort,  jntQ  p^fpiany^  two 
pfficcrs  chofen  for  oftentation,  as  the  latter  was  of  Treves, 
the  former  an  ^duan^  and  both  partifans  of  yitellius.   At 
the  fame  time  guards  were  pofted  upon  the  pafles  of  the 
Alps,  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  Geripany  and 
Italy ;  for  it  was  reported  that  the  Gernians  were  ?jrniing^ 
with  a  defign  to  aflift  the  vanquipied  paf ty  ^, 
YitiUtusri'       Vitellius  having  difmiffed  Caecina  in  the  manner  we  have 
/igns  him-    related,  and  a  few  days  after  ordered  Fabius  Valens  to  take 
filfup  to      jjjg  geld,  buried  himfelf  ip  the  bowers  and  alleys  of  his  gar^ 
2^W«»«Sr  dens,  ftriving  to  fmother  2M  his  carfss  in  yoluptupufnefs 
'  ■'  *  and  all  manner  of  exceffes.     From  Rome  he  retired  to  the 

grove  at  Aricinum,  where,  while  he  paffed  his  time,  re- 
figned  to  floth  and  gluttony,  he  was  alarmed  with  the  de-: 
ifeflion  of  the  fleet  at  R^venqa.  Soon  after,  came  another 
melancholy  account,  yet  blended  with  joy,  that  Caecins) 
bad  revolted,  but  was  by  the  army  put  in  ifons.  Upon 
this  intelligence  he  returned  tP  the  city,  and,  \n  a  full  af- 
femby,  extolled  the  fidelity  of  t^e  foldiery  \  but  ordered 
Publiu9  S^binus,  captain  of  the  pj^torian  guard §,  to  be 
confined,  on  account  of  his  intimacy  with  C^cina,  and  ap- 
pointed in  his  room  Alphenus  Varus.  The  fenate,  inform: 
cd  of  the  defertion  pf  Caecina,  inveigheci  againft  qim  in  a 
ftudied  ftyle  of  indignation ;  for  not  a  man  dropped  a  bitter 
cxpreflion  againft  the  leaders  of  the  opppfite  party j^  and  all, 
with  great  circumfpeftion,  avoided  mentioning  Vefpafian. 
Though  only  one  day  remained  of  Csecina's  confulfhip,  he 
ws  depofed,  and  fucceeded  by  Rofcius  Regulus,  who, 
ppon  the  laft  day  of  Oftober,  began  his  magiftracy,  and 
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ynth  the  day  ended  it.  In  the  mean  time  Valens,  who  was 
upon  his  way  to  join  the  troops  at  Hoililia  and  Cremona^ 
being  informed,  that  the  fleet  at  Ravenna  had  revolted  to 
the  enemvy  inftead  of  guickening  his  march^  halted^  and 
wrote  to  Vitellius  for  jTuccours.. 

The  emperor  immediately  difpatched  after  him  three  co» 
horts,  with  the  fquadrpn  of  horfe  from  Britain.     Thefe  Va-  Falens  rt- 
lens  fenl:  forward  to  Ariminum ;  but  he  himfelf  turning  ^iresto  He^ 
afide,  followed  the  route  to  Umbria,  and  from  thence  to  '^'^^'^ 
Hetruria,    {laving  there  learned  the  iflue  of  the  battle  at 
Cremona,  he  conceived  a  defign,  which,  had  it  been  put 
in  execution,  would  have  been  attended  with  very  dreadful 
confequences  :  he  proppfed  to  embark  for  Narbotine  Gaul, 
and  landing  upon  any  part  of  that  coaft,  roufe  thofe  pow- 
erful provinces,  and  all  the  Roman  forces  there,  as  alfo  the 
fcveral  nations  of  Germany,  and  thence  renew  the  war. 
With  this  deifign  he  embarked  in  the  portof  Pifa  \  but  was,  Dtfignsf 
by  contrary  winds,  forced  to  land  at  Monaco,  where  he  wa?  ''«/*  OauI^ 
kmdly  received  by  Marinus  Maturus,  procurator  of  the  ma- 
ritinie  Alps,  who,  though  all  the  country  round  efpoufed 
the  oppofite  party,  had  never  fwerved  from  his  allegiance. 
By  him  Valens  was  informed,  that  Valerius  Paulinus,  pro- 
curator of  Narbonne  Gaul,  an  officer  of  known  bravery, 
and  Vefpafian^s  intimate  friend,  had  declared  for  him,  and 
iecured  with  a  ftrong  garrifon  the  city  of  Forojulium,  now 
"Frejus,  which  commanded  all  accefs  from  the  fea.    Upon 
this  intelligence,  Valens  returned  diredlly  to  his  velTels, 
with  four  foldiers  of  the  praetorian  guards,  ^hree  friends, 
and  as  many  centurions,  leaving  to  Maturus,  and  the  reft, 
'  jFull  liberty  to  ftay,  and  fwear,   if  they  pleafed,  fidelity  to 
Vefpafian.     As  he  hovered  on  the  coafts  of  Gaul,  he  was, 
by  contrary 'winds,  driven  upon  the  St6echades,  iflands  near 
Marfeilles;  and  there,  by  fome  gallies  belonging  to  Pauli- 
nus, taken  prifoner  ;  a  circumftance  which  was  no  fooner  //  takm 
known,  than  firft  the  neighbouring,  and  foon  after  the  moft  prifomr.    \ 
diftant,  provinces  efpoufed,  without  hefitation,  the  caufe 
of  the  conqueror.     In  Spain,  the  firft  legion,  named  Ad-  GauU 
jutrix,  which  had  ferved  under  Otho,  declared  for  Vefpa-  Spain,  and 
fian,  and  alfo  the  tenth  and  the  fixth.    In  Britain  the  fecond  ^j^J/^^JV^^ 
legion,  >yhich  Vefpafian  had  commanded  in  the  reign  of  ygcpafian. 
Claudius,  acceded  tp  his  party,  though  not  without  fome 
oppofition  from  the  other  legions,  in  which  many  centu- 
rions, ancl  a  great  number  of  foldiers  had  been  promoted 
by  Vitellius  :   however,  they  were  all  brought  at  length  to 
iacknowlege  Vefpafian  *. 
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ftiMms  In  the  mean  tinie»  melancholy  accounts  of  tlie  overtlirov 

JmiktfsmB  z\  Cremona  reaching  Rome,  Vitellfus,  inftead  of  deliber- 
kadiidh^u  atJng  with  his  friends  about  the  moft  proper  meafures  to  be 
taken  in  fo  critical  a  conjunfture,  with  a  ftupid  diffimula- 
lion,  fmothered  the  news  of  the  calamity,  feigning,  that 
all  his  proceedings  profpered,  and,  by  fuch  falfe  reprefenta- 
tions  leaving  his  condition  quite  defperate.      About  his 
perfon'was  oblJerved  a  wonderful  filence  concerning  the 
war ;  and  through  the  city  all  difcourfes  about  it  were  pro- 
hibited, which,  for  this  very  caufe,  grew  more  frequent. 
However,  he  privately  fent  perfons,  in  whom  he  could  con- 
fide,  to  view  the  enemy's  camp ;  but,  upon  their  return, 
when  he  bad  fecretly  examined  them,  hecaufed  them  all  to 
be  murdered,  that  they  might  not  divulge  what  they  bad 
feen.     Julius  Agreftis,  a  centurion,  having  attempted  in 
vain  to  loufe  the  emperor  from  his  lethargy,  at  laft  obtain- 
ed permiffion  to  furvey  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
learn  the  tranfaf^ions  at  Cremona.     Agreftis  did  not  affume 
the  behaviour  of  a  fpy,  nor  attempt  to  efcape  the  notice  of 
Primus;  but  declaring  the  inftruftions  from  the  emperor, 
and  his  own  defign,  demanded  to  view  the  whole  in  perfon. 
Primus  readily  feht  certain  perfons  with  him  to  fliew  him 
the  field  of  battle,  the  defolation  and  remains  of  Cremona, 
and  the  legions  taken  prifoners-     Agreftis,  having  carefully 
examined  the  enemy's  ftrength,  returned  to P»ome  \  but  as  Vi- 
tellius  gave  no  credit  to  his  accounts,  and  even  accufed  him 
of  corruption  and  infidelity  ;  "  Since  then  (faid  he)  fome 
remarkable  confirmation  is  neceffary,  and  fincc  neither  my 
life  nor  my  death  canferve  you,  I  will  funiifti  an  evidence 
which  you  may  credit  :'*  having  thus  fpoken,  he  fell  upoa. 
his  own  fword  at  the  gates  of  the  palace  y. 
Jrhmmrm        Some  of  Vefpafian's  troops,  under  the  conduft  of  Corr 
Me^fd  hy   nelius  Fufcus,  advancing  as  far  as  Ariminum,  beCeged  that 
irtM  place,  and  poflefled  themfelves  of  the  plains  of  Umbria,  and 

^^ '  the  territories  of  Picenum,  lying  along  the  Adriatic  Sea. 
Thus  between  Vefpafian*  and  Vitellius,  all  Italy  was  fhared, 
and  the  ridges  of  the  Apennine  become  the  common 
botindary.  As  winter  approached,  and  the  plains  were 
flooded  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Po,  Primus  fent  the  le- 
gions back  to  Verona,  with  the  aged  and  wounded  ;  and 
paffing  the  Po,  at  the  head  of  the  auxiliary  cohorts  arid  ca- 
valry, advanced  as  far  as  the  temple  of  Fortune,  at  prefcnt 
a  city  on  the  Adriatic  Gulf,  known  by  the  name  of  Fano. 
There  he  halted,  upon  intelligence  that  the  praetorian  co- 
horts had  already  left  Rome,  and  that  guards  were  pofted 
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upon  the  Apcnnine  to  pppofe  his  paflagc.   Vitellius,  roufcd  riteniut 
fit  lengtli  from  a  ftat^  ot  ftupi3ity,  had  ordered  Julius  Prif-  J^nds  an     - 
PU5,    and  Alphcnus  Varus,  with  fourteen  prsetorian  00-  ^^^^  ^^  fi' 
horts,  a  legion  of  marines,  and  other  forces,  to  feize  the  ^pakf^the 
pafles  of  the  Apennine.    They  were  all  chofen  nicn,  and  ApiKntnt] 
able  to  have  carried  on  an  ofFenGve  war,  had  they  been  un» 
dcr  the  command  of  an  enterprifing  general.     They  en- 
camped at .  Mevania,  now  Bevagna,  in  the  neighbourhood 
pf  Fpligno  5  but  Vitellius,  without  departing  in  the  leaft 
froni  his  ufual  courfe  of  debauchery,  continued  at  Rome, 
where  he  fettled  a  fuccefllon  of  confuls  for  ten  years,  difcharg*- 
pd  fome  nations  from  every  kind  of  tribute,  conferred  upon 
pthers  frefli  immunities,  and,  in  (hort,  without  any  regard 
to  futurity,  rent  and  exhaufted  the  empire  with  fuch  ex- 
travagant bounties,  as  could  neither  be  granted  nor  accept* 
ed  by  rnen  of  fenfe,  but  were  highly  applauded  by  the  un» 
thinking  herd. 

At  length,  moved  by  the  repeated  folicitations  of  the  ar-  He  arrivtt 
my,  be  left  Rome,  and  repaired  to  the  camp  at  Mevania,  at-  ^'  the 
tended  by  a  great  number  of  fenators,  which  only  fcrved  to  ^^^P' 
expofe  him  to  public  contempt  and  derifion ;  for  as  he  was 
quit^  unacquainted  with  the  military  art,  he  was  continu- 
ally applying  for  information  how  to  draw  up  an  army,  how 
to  procure  intelligence,  and  by  what  meafures  he  might  de- 
feat the  defigns  of  the  foe.    Upon  every  flying  report  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  he  betrayed  great  fear,  and  never 
failed  to  gei  intoxicated.  In  the  end,  furfeited  with  the  camp.  The  fleet  at 
and  apprifed  of  the  revolt  of  the  fleet  at  Mifenum,  he  re-  Mijenum 
tunied  to  Rome  in  the  utmoft  confternation.     The  fleet  was  ^^"^^^^^ 
induced  tq  revolt  by  Claudius  Faventius,  who  was  only  a 
jcenturion,  and  had  been  degraded  by  Galba  with  marks  of 
ignominy.     Py  forging  letters  from  Vefpafian,  and  in  his 
Qame  tempting  tlie  officers  with  great  rewards,  he  prevail- 
ed upon  them  to  transfer  their  allegiance.     To  reclaim 
them,  Vitellius  made  choice  of  Claudius  Julianus,  who  had 
lately  commanded  the  fleet,  and  was  highly  efteemed  by  the 
marines  :  but  he,  without  hefitation,  joined  the  party  of 
Vefpafian ;  and  putting  himfelf  at  their  head,  took  the  city 
of  Terracina.    Vitellius  then  difpatched  meflengers  to  the 
army,  wit^  orders  to  retire  from  Mevania,  and  drawing 
nearer  to  Rome,  to  encamp  at  Narnia,  now  Narni.     From 
it  he  detached  fix  cohorts,  and  five  hundred  horfe,  whom 
he  fent  under  the  command  of  his  brother  Lucius,  to  oppofe 
the  foldiers  of  the  fleet :  he  remained  at  Rome,  where  he 
affembled  the  people  by  their  tribes,  and  to  all  who  defired     ^ 
to  be  inlifted,  adminiftered  the  oath  of  fidelity.     As  he  ex- 
jcited  compaiTion  by  his  mournful  countenance,  his  doleful 
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cxprefHons,  and  many  tears ;  was  liberal,  and  even  extra^ 
vagant  in  bis  promifea,  multitudes  entered  their  names. 
To  this  daftardly  crowd  he  gave  the  awful  name  of  legions  5 
to  himfelf  he  a^umed^  at  this  jun£lure>  the  title  of  Csefar^ 
which  he  had  hitherto  reje£ted>  as  if  the  Cxfars  alone  were 
deftined  to  hold  the  foyereign  power  *. 

The  army  no  fooner  left  Mevania  than  the  Samnites,  the 
Pelignians,  and  the  Marfians,  embraced  the  caufe  of  VeC- 
paHan.     At  the  fame  time  Primus,  informed  of  the  enemy^s 
motions,  haftened  to  pafs  the  Apennine,  where,  while  his 
troops  were  annoyed  with  the  cold,  and  firuggling  -with 
difficulty  out  of  the  deep  fncw^  he  refledied  on  the  dangers 
he  muft  have  undergone,  had  not  Vitellius's  army  abandon- 
ed their  poft.     Primus  having  paffed  the  Apennine,  en- 
camped at  Carfulse,  between  Mevania  and  Narnia^  and 
there  waited  the  arrival  of  the  legions  from  Cremona,  which 
were  in  full  march  to  join  him.     As  the  forces  of  Vitellius 
were  only  ten  miles  diftant,  the  troops  which  Primus  had 
with  him  were  for  attacking  them  before  the  legions  af- 
fembled,  whom  they  confidered  rather  as  iharers  in  the  prey 
than  partakers  in  the  peril :  but  Primus  found  means  to 
calm  their  rage^  and  in  the  mean  time  the  legions  arrived, 
and  foon  after  poffeffed  themfelvcs  of  Interamna,  now  Ter-* 
ni ;  a  motion  which  fo  terrified  Vitellius's  army,^  that  they 
began  to  join  the  enemy  in  whole  companies  and  troops, 
being  encouraged  in  this  defertion  by  their  tribunes  and 
centurions. 

However,  fome  of  the  common  foldiers  perfifted  in  their 
adherence  to  Vitellius  ;  and  a  report  was  induftrioufly  prcK 
pagated,  that  Valens  had  efcaped  into  (Germany,  and  was 
affembling  a  powerful  army.  To  confute  this  rumour, 
and  prevent  their  cherifliing  any  farther  hopes, 'Valens  was 
put  to  death  at  Urbinum,  where  he  was  detained  in  prifon, 
his  head  fent  to  the  camp,  and  difplayed  to  the  view  of  Vi- 
tellius^s  troops.  At  this  fight,  they  funk  into  defpair  j  and 
feeing  themfelves  on  all  fides  deprived  of  hope,  joined  in  a 
body  the  party  of  Vefpafian.  Upon  this  general  defeftion, 
Primus  and  Varus  did  not  negleft,  by  repeated  meflages,  to 
make  offers  to  Vitellius  of  fafety  to  bis  perfon,  of  large  re- 
venues, of  any  private  retirement  in  Campania,  or  elfe- 
where,  if  he  would  refign  the  fovercignty,  and  fubmit  to 
Vefpafian.  Mucianus  likewife  difpatched  letters  with  the 
like  conditions ;  to  which  he  would  have  yielded,  had  he  not 
been  diffuaded  by  his  friends  fiom  ever  leading  a  private 
life,  after  he  had  been  emperor.    To  him  now  remained 
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onlj  the  city  of  Rome,  which  Flavius  Sabinus  might  have 
caGly  reduced ;  but,  he  from  a  natural  abhorrence  to  cruelty, 
or  becaufe  he  envied  the  grandeur  of  his  brother's  fortune, 
neglefted  to  z(k  with  any  warmth  or  alacrity ;  it  is  true,  he 
often  conferred  with  Vitellius  on  the  means  of  reftoring 
public  peace,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  ufe  vio- 
lence. In  one  of  thefe  conferences,  Vitellius  agreed  to  re-  VUiUmsie* 
fign  the  empire  upon  certain  conditions,  which  Sabinus  af-  fgnsto  o^. 
fured  him  (hould  be  ratified  by  his  brother  Vefpafian  :  a  ^^^^^^ 
circumftance  which  was  no  fooner  known,  than  his  fol- 
lowers exerted  their  utmoft  efforts  to  divert  him  frCm  his 
refolution  ;  reprefenting  to  him  how  ignominious,  how  in- 
fecure  the  terms  of  peace  were,  fince  the  performing  them 
entirely  depended  upon  the  wanton  humour  of  the  con- 
queror. Not  with  (landing  ail  their  endeavours  to  roufe  him 
to  fome  daring  and  brave  attempt,  having  learned  on  the 
eighteenth  of  December  the  defe£iion  of  his  army  at  Nar- 
iiia,  he  left  the  palace  in  deep  mourning,  attended  by  his 
domeftics,  with  his  fon,  a  heiplefs  infant ;  ahd  pafling  in 
this  forlorn  condition  through  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  ar- 
rived at  the  place  where  the  people  ufed  to  affemble.  There 
to  the  multitude,  which  had  flocked  from  all  quarters,  he 
declared  his  refolution  in  a  few  words*  fuch  as  fuited  his 
prefent  condition,  that  he  voluntarily  withdrew  for  the  fake 
of  the  public  peace,  and  the  good  of  the  commonwealth ; 
that  he  only  deiired  they  would  remember  him  ;  and  to  • 
his  brother,  to  his  wife,  and  to  his  innocent  and  tender 
children,  (hew  compaflion  and  mercy  :  at  the  fame  time 
extending  his  arms,  with  his  little  fon  in  them,  he  recom- 
mended him  to  them  all  \  and  at  laft,  burfling  into  tears, 
he  ungirt  his  fword,  and  prefented  it  to  the  conful  Caeci- 
lius  Simplex,  thus  refigning  the  power  of  life  and  death 
over  the  citizens. 

As  the  conful  refufed  to  receive  it,  and  the  aflembly  with 
loud  clamours  oppofed  his  refignation,  he  departed,  declar- 
ing, that  he  intended  to  dived  himfelf  of  the  enfigns  of  the 
imperial  dignity  in  the  temple  of  Concord,  and  thence  to 
feek  a  private  retirement  in  his  brother's  houfe :  but  the  buttsmt 
people,  fenfibly  afFefted  with  this  diftrefsful  fgene,  declared  pnmitud* 
with  one  voice  againft  his  withdrawing  to  a  private  dwel- 
ling, called  him  back  to  the  palace,  and  even  fliut  up  every 
other  way.  Thus  precluded,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  nor 
how  to  proceed,  he  returned  to  the  palace  *.  As  the  ru- 
mour had  already  flown  all  over  the  city,  that  Vitellius  had 
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abdicated  the  empire ;  all  the  principal  fenatorsi  great  lialfi-* 

^bers  of  knights^  with   the  city-guardS)  and  thofe  of  the 

night-watch,   crowded  to  the  boufe  of  Flavius  Sabinus- 

Thither  news  were  brought,  that  Vitellius,  encouraged  by 

the  people,  and  his  German  guards,  was  returned  to  the 

Flavins       palace.     As  Sabinus  h^d  advanced  too  far  to  retreat,  all  his 

Sahinus      irienHs  advifed  him  to  take  arms,  and  force  Vitellius  to  ad- 

takisarms,  here  to  the  treaty  he  had  made.    Sabinus  at  laft  yielded  to 

f*'  '^Z*"     ^^^^^  advice  ;  but  fome  of  the  boldeft  of  Vitellius's  fol- 

''  ^  lowers,  as  he  advanced  to  the  palace,  attacked  him  with 

great  refolution,  and  put  him  to  flight. 
Hi  rttirts        Sabinus,  under  this  diftrefs,  had  no  other  refource  but  to 
t^jhiCu"    (JiQt  himfelf  up  in  the  Capitol;  which  he  did  accordingly 
*''  •  with  a  fmall  number  of  foldier s,  fome  fenators,  and  a  few 

Roman  knights.  The  foldiers  of  Vitellius  immediately  Jn- 
vefted  the  Capitol,  but  with  ilations  fo  loofe  and  ill-guarded^ 
that  Sabinus,  during  the  night,  found  means  to  acquaint 
Primus  with  his  danger,  and  to  caufe  his  own  children,  Sa- 
binus and  Clemens,  and  his  brother's  fon  Domitian,  to  be 
brought  to  him.  Next  morning,  when  day  began  to  dawn, 
before  hoftilities  were  committed  on  either  fide,  Sabinus 
fent  Cornelius  Martialis,  a  centurion  of  the  firft  rank,  Xo 
remind  Vitellius  of  the  treaty,  and  expoftulate  with  him 
about  his  thus  violating  fuch  folemn  (lipulations.  Vitel* 
lius  blamed  the  foldiers,  whofe  ardour,  he  faid,  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  reftrain.  He  even  advifed  Martialis  to  re- 
tire by  a  private  way,  that  he  might  not  be  affaffinated,  as 
The  Capitol  the  mediator  of  a  peace  which  they  abhorred.  He  was 
bijiegedi  fcarce  returned  to  the  Capitol,  when  Vitellius's  foldiers  ap- 
proached, and  began  the  attack  with  great  fury.  The  bc- 
fieged,  with  flio^ers  of  ftones  and  tiles,  ftrove  to  over- 
whelm the  aifailants ;  but  the  latter,  advancing  boldly  to 
the  gates  of  the  citadel,  fet  fire  to  th^m,  and  muft  have  en- 
tered, had  not  Sabinus  pulled  down  the  ftatues,  and,  with 
tbefe  glorious  monuments  of  antiquity,  raifed  In  the  very 
entrance  a  new  wall.  Then  they  attempted  to  force  a  paffagc 
from  the  oppofite  avenues  of  the  Capitol,  climbing  over  the 
contiguous  buildings,  which,  during  a  long  peace,  had  been 
fufFered  to  be  raifed  to  the  height  of  the  foundations  of  the 
Capitol.  Here  the  affault  was  clofe  and  fierce.  The  ad^ 
joining  roofs  being  fet  on  fire,  whether  by  the  affailartts  or 
the  befieged  is  uncertain,  the  flame  fpread  from  thence  to 
the  porticos  of  the  Capitol ;  and  by  means  of  the  timbef, 
which  was  very  old,  fpread  every  way  with  terrible  rapi- 
^othe^^"^  dity  ;  nor  did  the  conflagration  ceafe,  till  that  glorious  and 
ground.       ftately  edifice  was  burnt  to  the  ground  \ 

^  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  iii*  cap.  70—71. 
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While  the  Cat)itol  was  burning,  VitelUus's  bands,  burlt-  * 
ing  in,  put  all  -who  oppofed  them  to  the  fwot-d:  of  thcfc 
the  tno^  (ignai  were  Cornelius  Martialis,  ^milius  Pacenfis, 
Cafperius  Niger,  and  Didius  Scaeva.     Flavius  Sabinus  and  SMmta 
Quindrius  Atticus,  the  conful,  were  tak^n  and  loaded  with  takempri- 
irons.    The  reft,  by  ftratagem,  efcapcd,  having  learned  the  fi^ri 
word  by  which  the  foldiers  of  Vitellias  were  diftinguilhed 
by  one  another.     Young  Domitian  was  faved  by  the  con- 
trivance of  one  of  his  freedmen,  under  the  difguife  of  a     ' 
linen  robe,  as  if  he  had  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  the  priefls 
who  offered  facrifices  in  the  Capitol.     Sabinus  and  Atticus 
were   carried  to  Vitellius ;  and  he  did  all  that  lay  in  his 
power  to  appeafe  the  fury  oi  the  populace  and  foldiery, 
who  cried  aloud  for  their  execution.    They  were  chiefly  in-  trndmur* 
cenfed  againft  Sabinus  5  and  therefore,  inftead  of  regard-  denJU 
ing  the  emperor's  entreaties,  they  ran  him  through  in  his 
prefeuce ;   then  cutting   off  his  head,  dragged  his  trunk 
through  the  ftreets  to  the  Scalse  Gcmoniae,  where  the  bo- 
dies of  ma)efa£lors  were  ufually  expofed.     He  had,  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty-five  years,  carried  arms  for  the  common- 
wealth; had  governed  Moeiia  feren  years,  and  Rome  twdve, 
maintaining  an  unblemifhed  reputation  both  in  peace  and 
war*     The  only  failings  which  even  his  enemies  could  ob- 
jefl:  to  him,  was  his  loquacity.     As  to  the  innocence  of  his 
life,  and  juftice  of  his  adions,  he  was  altogether  blame- 
Icfs.     All  agree,  that  before  Vefpafian  became  emperor, 
Sabinus  was  confidered  as  the  chief  ornament  of  the  Fla- 
vian family,  and  the  fupport  of  Vefpaiian  himfelf,  who 
was  his  younger  brother.    *When  the  people  demanded  the 
facrifice  of  the  conful   Atticus,  Vitellius  perfifted  in  op- 
pofing  them,  being  entirely  reconciled  to  him,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  openly  confeffing,  that  he  had  fet  fire  to  the 
Capitol  i  and  by  thus  afiuming  the  odium  of  the  crime, 
though  the  whole  was  by  fome  thought  a  tiftion,  acquitted 
the  party  of  Vitellius  of  the  facrilege, . 

About  the  fame  time,  Lucius  Vitellius,  the  emperor's  Lucius 
brother,  defeated  in  Campania  the  marines  who  had  de-  ^'^^''«' 
dared  for  Vefpafian,  and  retook  Terracina.    Six  fmall  gal-  '^*^-'*^''^ 
lies  efcaped,  and  in  one  of  them  Apollinaris,  commander 
of  the  fleet.     All  the  other  vefleis  were  feized  along  the 
(hore,  or,  furcharged  by  the  fugitives,  funk  to  the  bottom. 
JuHanus,  who  had  been  fent  by  Vitellius  to  reclaim   the 
fleet,'  and  had  gone  over  to  Vefpafian,  was  taken  prifoner, 
and,  by  Lucius's  orders,  firft  inhumanly  fcourged,  and  then 
executed.    Had  Vitellius's  troops,  now  elated  with  fuccefs, 
ptoceeded  diredly  to  Rome,  a  dreadful  flaughtcrmuft  have 
cnfucd ;  nor  could  it  have  been  decided  without  the  dc- 
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ftraftion  of  the  city.  White  Lucius  was  deliberating,  ^he< 
ther  he  ihould  return  forthwith  to  Rome»  or  purfue  the  re« 
du£lion  of  Campania,  the  troops  of  Primua,  informed  of 
the  danger  of  Sabinusi  haftened  to  his  relief.    Petilitts  Ce- 
realis,  nearly  allied  to  Vefpafiaui  a  commander  of  no  mean 
chara£ler,  upon  the  firft  news  that  the^  Capitol  wa(s  befieged, 
was  detached  with  a  thoufand  horfe,  and  ordered  to  crofs 
the  Sabine  territories,  and  enter  Rome  through  the  Sala- 
rian  way.    Primus  himfelf  advanced  along  the  great  Fla- 
minian  road,  and,  when  the  night  was  far  adv^ced,  ar- 
rived at  a  place  called  the  Red  Kocks.    There  he  recciyed 
the  difmal  tidings,  that  Sabinus  was  murdered,  the  Capitol 
reduced  to  aihes,  the  city  under  dreadful  conftemation,  and 
the  populace  and  ilaves  all  under  arms  for  Vitellius.  PetiJins 
Cerealis,  meeting  not  far  from  the  city  a  party  of  the  enemy, 
attacked  them  furioufly,  but  was  received  with  equal  refo- 
lution,  and,  after  a  long  and  bloody  conteft,  put  to  flight, 
and  purfued  as  far  as  Fidenx.    This  fuccefs  heightened 
the  zeal  and  partiality  of  the  people  for  Vitellius  5  they 
ran  to  arms,  moft  of  them  fnatchxng  up  whatever  fell  firft 
in  their  way,  and  then  demanded  to  be  led  out  againft  the 
enemy. 

Vitellius  commended  their  zeal,  but  at  the  fame  time 
fent  ambafiadors  to  Cerealis  and  Primus,  to  renew  the  for- 
mer tieaty.  The  foldiers  of  Cerealis  infulted  the  deputies, 
and  even  wounded  the  praetor  Arulenus  Rufticus,  a  man  of 
great  merit  and  diftin£tion|  and  flew  his  principal  lidor  for 
daring  to  open  a  paflage  through  the  crowd.  Thofe  who 
went  to  Primus  were  better  received  :  they  were  attended 
by  the  Veftal  virgins,  who  brought  letters  from  Vitellius  to 
Primus,  wherein  the  emperor  defired,  that  the  battle,  which 
was  to  be  the  laft,  might  be  fufpended  for  one  day,  fince 
during  that  interval  all  things  might  be  eafily  accommodated. 
Primusr  difmifled  the  virgins  with  all  demonftrations  of  ho- 
nour ;  but  to  Vitellius  replied,  that  by  the  murder  of  Sa- 
binus, and  the  burning  of  the  Capitol,  all  means  of  ending 
the  war  by  treaty  were  cut  off.  The  ambaflfadors  were  no 
fooner  gone,  ihan  the  whole  army  movedi  advancing  in 
three  bodies  to  the  walls  of  Rome,  where  the  forces  of  Vi- 
tellius expe£);ed  them,  divided  likewife  into  three  bodies. 
The  weak  and  unwarlike  populace  was  routed  at  the  firft 
onfet ;  but  the  other  troops,  fallying  out  againft  the  enemy 
as  they  approached  the  walls  of  the  city,  attacked  them 
wiih  a  fury  hardly  to  be  exprefled.  Primus's  men  flood 
their  ground  with  equal  refolution  and  intrepidity ;  fo  that 
the  moil  cruel  and  bloody  battle  enfucd  that  the  Romans 
\^diiX  ever  fuftained. 

The 
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The  cpnfli<5t  laftea  fcveral  hours  with  tarious  fuecefs^  buJt 
in  the  end  proved  favourable  to  Primus.  1?he  Vitellians  ytteUiui^s 
were  with  great  fla'ughter  driven  into  the  cityj.  where  they  ^^^^/^^^ 
affembled  agaiq ;  and  though  vanquiflied  and  routed,  re-  ^"«  / 
newed  the  battle  with  frefli  vigour,  and  continued  it  ^o 
the  clofe  of  the  day^  The  people  gathered  about  the  com^ 
batants  as  fpe£lator&;  and  as  if  they  had  been  only  attend- 
ing the  ^eprefentatiou  of  a  fight  exhibited  for  public  amufe- 
ment,  they  forpetimes  favoured  one  party,  fometimes  an*^ 
other,  with  theatrical  fliouts  and  clappings :  nay,  ^&  oftcri 
as  the  foidiers  on  either  iide  turned  their  backs,  or  fled  into 
hbufes,  or  concealed  themfelves  in  {hops,  they  infifted  upoa 
th^ir  beihg  dragged  out  and  flain.  The  people,  as  Tacitus 
obierves,  were  To  little  affefted  with  this  tragical  f|fe£iacie, 
that  at  the  fame  time  were  feen  in  one  place  cruel  coa* 
&£ts,  and  bleeding  wounds;  in  another  luxurious  bari-« 
queting,  and  voluptuous  revellings;  every-where  ftreams 
of  blood,  and  heaps  of  carcafes ;  and  hard-by,  wanton  de- 
bauchees, and  lewd  harlots :  in  fhort,  all  the  abominations 
of  a  mod  difiblute  and  riotous  peace,  and  all  the  barbarities 
of  a  moft  dreadful  and  cruel  civil  war.  Primus's  troops,  nohich  h 
having  in  the  end  prevailed,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  '^***  '^^^ 
the' city,  marched  in  the  next  place  to  ftorm  the  camp  of  ^^'^^"^^ 
the  pr^torian  guards,  whither  the  moft  determined  among 
the  enemy  had  retired.  As  they  confidered  the  camp  as 
their  laft  hppe  and  refource,  they  exerted  their  utmoft 
e^qrts  in  defending  it*,  and  though  in  number  inferioTi 
often  repulfed  the  enemy.  At  length,  when  the  gates^ 
in  fpite  of  all  oppofition,  wereburll  open,  uniting  together, 
they  made  a  laft  effort ;  but  being  overpowered  by  nuiu^ 
bers,  they  all  fell  facing  the  enemy  ^. 

Vitellius,  feeing  the  city  taken,  caufed  himfelf  to  bc  P'itiliiui 
conveyed  in  a  chair,  through  a  private  part  of  the  palace,  ^^^^j^* 
to  his  wife's  houfe  upon  mount  Aventine,  with  a  defign  tO       P^Mce^ 
lie  concealed  during  the  day,  and  fly  by  night  to  biS  bro^ 
ther,  then«t  Terracina  :  but  as  to  one  who  is  under  dread^ 
and  fears  all  things,  the  prefent  afl^irs  feem  moft  dangerousi 
he  foon  changed  his  mind,  and  returned  to  the  palace*  ^^retgrm 
Suetonius  writes,  that  he  altered  his  refolution  upon  t      *^^ 

Sroundlefs  report*  that  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded^ 
ue  that  as  it  will,  he  found  the  palace  now  quite  defolate 
and  abandoned  \  all  his  flaves  and  domeftics  having  fled,  or 
carefully  avoiding  tp  meet  him.  Terrified  with  the  difmal 
folitude  and  filence,  he  tried  io  enter  feveral  apartments  1 

c  Tacit^  Hid.  lib.  iii.  cap.  73— *S4-    I'io,  lib.  Ixt.  p.  74s,    Siiet* 
in  Vit.  cap.  15.    Joftph.  Belt.  Jud.  lib.  iv.  cap.  fs* 
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but   finding  them  all  faftened)  and  being   at  lad  weary^ 
with,  fuch  niifcrable  and  folitary  wandering,  he  thruft  him- 
fclf  into  the  porter's  lodge,  and  concealed  himfelf  behind 
Heisdif-    the  bed.    In  the  mean  time,  a  party  of  Primus's  foldiers 
€rO€r$d%     entering  the  palace,  fearched  every  place  and  corner,  till  at 
laft  they  difcovercd  the  emperor,  and  dragged  him  out.   As 
they  knew  him  not,  they  inquired  who  he  was,  and  whetlier 
he  could  inform  them  what  was  become  of  VitcUius.     He 
deceived  them  at  iirft  ;  but  being  foon  recognized  by  Julius 
Flacidus,  tribune  of  a   praetorian  band,  he  pretended    to 
have  matters  of  the  otmoft  importance  to  impart  to  Vefpa- 
fian,  and  with  great  earneilnefs  begged  to  be  kept,  though 
it  were  in  prifon,  till  his  arrival. 
tMfuheiihj        But  the  tribune  and  foldiers,  deaf  to  all  entreaties,  tied 
ihepQpU"     his  hands  behind  him,  threw  a  halter  about  his  neck,  reirt 
'«^'»  all  his  apparel,  and  dragged  him  half-naktd  into  the  foruni 

through  the  great  ftrect  called  the  Sacred  Way,  compelling 
him  With  their  fwords  pointed  at  his  throat  to  hold  up  his 
head,  and  prefent  his  face  to  the  indignities  offered  him  by 
the  mob,  who  now  reviled  him  in  a  moft  outrageous  man- 
ner :  they  forced  him  to  behold  his  own  ftatues  thrown 
down,  and  to  view  the  place  where  Galba  had  been  mur- 
dered. While  he  was  thus  dragged  along,  a  German  foK 
dier  meeting  him,  drew  his  fword,  and  difchargcd  a  vio- 
lent blow,  whether  at  Vitellius  to  revenge  fome  former  in- 
juryi  or  at  the  tribune,  or  to  releafe  the  emperor  from 
inmlts  and  derifion,  is  uncertain.  The  tribune's  ear  he 
aftaally  cut  off,  and  was  himfelf  inftantly  flain.  They  puQ,- 
ed  Vitellius  forward,  the  populace  the  whole  time  upbraid- 
ing him  with  his  gluttony,  his  target  of  Minerva,  his  lewd- 
nefs,  and  even  the  imperfedions  of  his  body ;  for  he  was 
cnormoufly  tall,  corpulent,  and  fomewhat  lame,  having 
teen  hurt  by  a  chariot,  while  he  was  attending  Caligula  at 
the  races  in  the  circus.  He  bore  all  the  infults  and  indigo 
nities  offered  him  without  uttering  a  fingle  word,  except  to 
the  tribune,  to  whom,  while  he  treated  him  in  a  manner 
.  altogether  ignominious,  he  anfwered,  that  nei^erthelefi  he 
had  been  his  emperor.  They  dragged  him  at  laft  to  the 
Gemonise,  the  common  charnel  of  malefaftors,  where  the 
body  of  Flavins  Sabinus  had  lain  expofccK  and  there  with 
mnd  iXf"  **^>ny  wounds  put  an  end  to  his  unhappy  Kfe :  his  head  was 
€uUif.  cut  off,  and  carried  on  a  pole  through  the  chief  ftreetji  of 
the  city  J  hiabody  wa»  dragged  with  a  hook^  and  with  all 
poffibJe  ignominy  thrown  into  the  Tfcer,  but  afterwards 
buried  by  bis  widow  Galeria  Fundana.  Thus  died  Aulus 
Vitellius,  the  ninth. emperor  of  Rome,  according  to  fome 
in  the  fif^y-fburth>  according  to  others  ia  the  fifty>eighth 
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jjbar  of  his  age,  after  having  reigned  near  a  year,  from  the 
time  he  was  proclaimed  emperor  at  Cologne,  and  efght 
months  and  a  few  days  after  the  death  of  Otho.  He  was 
raifed  to  the  firft  dignities  of  the  date  by  no  parts  or  merit 
of  his  own,  but  through  the  luftre  of  his  family,  which  wa< 
one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  in  Rome.  By  his  cxtrairagaQt 
bounties  and  largefTes,  he  gained  the  afFe&ions  both  of  the 
foldiery  and  people.  Of  the  former,  many  adhered  to  him 
with  uni^aken  fidelity  to  the  laft,  though,  in  the  Opinioa 
of  hiftorians,  he  had  not  one  good  quality  to  recommend 
him  to  fuch  as  wiflied  wel]  to  the  repubhc,  having  beeji 
ftained  even  from  his  tender  years  with  all  manner  of 
crimes*  and  rnoft  infamous  and  abominable  iniquities  ^. 
Tbe  fenate  could  not  be  aflembled  till  next  day,  the  fena*^ 
tors  and  magiftrates  having  either  privately  withdrawn  froni 
the  city,  or  concealed  themfelves  in  the  houfes  of  their  de- 
pendents. Domitian  apprehending  now  no  farther  danger,  DomiiM 
prefented  himfelf  to  the  leaders  of  the  party,  and  was  by /»'«f^' ^'- 
the  foldicrs  thronging  about  him  faluted  Caefarj  and  by  them  ^* 
ct>ndu6ied  in  triumph  to  his  fathers's  houfe^ 

In  the  mean  time  Lucius  Vitellius  was  with  his  Cohorts 
advancing  from  Terracina  to  the  relief  of  his  brother.  The  - 
cavalry  was  therefore  fent  forward  to  Aricia,  and  the  \t^ 
gions  were  ordered  to  advance  to  Bovillae  :  but  Luciiis  was  imciui 
no  fooner  informed  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  emperdf^  Viuttiui 
than  he  furrendered  himfelf  and  his  troops  to  the  pleafure  ^^V^ij^ 
of  the  conquerors.    The  foldiers  were  difarmed,  and  led  ^ffj^ 
through  the  city,  guarded  on  each  fide  by  files  of  anhed  aniufut 
men,  without  betrayitig  a  fuppliant  look,  or  dropping  a  u  dttlh^ 
daftai^dly  expreflion,  though  outrageoufly  infulted  by  the 
vulgar.    They  were  all  committed  to  prifon»  but  foon  aftet 
releafed.    Vitellius  was  put  to  death  }  a  punifhment  which 
he  deferved>  being  no  lefs  addi£led  to  all  kinds  of  vices  thail 
his  brother.     Notwithftanding  all  his  defe£bs,  he  wanted 
neither  courage  nor  aftivity,  and  fupported  the  caufc  with 
refolutioh  and  vigilance.    By  the  death  of  the  emperor  and 
his  brother,  war  Was  rather  fcen  to  ceafe  than  peace  %6 
commence;  for  the  conquerors,  continuing  in  arms,  feiirch- 
ied  all  over  the  city  for  the  conquered,  filling  with  carnage  ♦ 
aiid  mangled  bodies  the  ftreets,  the  places  of  public  ^cforti 
the  temples,  and  even  the  private  houfes,  which  they  burll  ^ .  .^ 
open  and  pillaged,  pretending  that  there  foine  Vitellians  ^^  ^^^ 
were  concealed.    The  indigerit  part  of  the  populace  failed  tim^tk§ 
tsdt  to  join  the  foldiers  in  the  general  violence  and  fpdil ;  fo  r<9* 

<>  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  cap.  S5,  86;  lib.  iv;  csp^  i«    Suet,  in  Vit. 
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that  on  all  fides  nothing  was  heard  but  dilJnal  complaints 
and  QutcrieS)  and  nothing  feen  but  the  dreadful  calamities 
of  a  city  ftormed  and  facked.  Domitran,  who  already  en- 
joyed the  name  and  refidencc  of  Cacfar,  inftead  of  ftriving 
to  check  the  infolence  of  the  foldiery,  attended  his  infam- 
ous pleafucesy  and  only  by  his  diflblute  life  Ihewed  himfelf 
the  fon  oJF  an  emperor.  Primus,  in  whofe  hands  the  whole 
power  wos  lodged,  n^ade  ufe  of  it  only  to  plunder  more 
freely,  being  entirely  taken  up  in  conveying  from  the  palace 
tf^afure,  moveables,  and  domeftic  flaves,  as  •if  he  -w^ere 
ftill  feizii^g  the  fpoil  of  Cremona.  When  the  fury  of  the 
foldiers  began  to  abate,,  the  fenate  met,  and  confirmed  the 
fo^^crcignty  of  Vefpafian,  decreeing  to  him  with  great  ala- 
crity all  tjfie  titles  and  prerogatives  ever  veiled  in  former 
princes.  They  declared  him  conful,  giving  him  his  fon 
Titus  for  colleague  in  that  dignity:  Domitian  they  honour- 
ed with  the  praetor  (hip,  and  confular  authority:  they  pre- 
fented  Primus  with  the  confular  ornaments,  and  CorneHus 
Fufcus,  and  Arrius  Varus,  with  thofe  of  the  praetorfhip. 
All  thefe  decrees  were  paffed  at  the  motion  of  Valerius 
Afiaticu6»^  coaful-eleft  ^. 

During. thefe  commotions  in  Italy,,  the  Batavians  revolt- 
ed} under  the  condu£l  of  the  celebrated  Claudius  Civilis> 
but  of  the  cawfcs  and  events  of  this  war,  which  continued 
lQ»gfc  we  fliaJl  treat  in  the  following  reign.     The  people  of 
Dacia  alfo  rofe  up  in  arms;  a  people  never  well  afieaed  to 
the  Rpmans,  and  then  reftrained  by  no  fprces,  fince  the 
army  was  withdrawn  from  Moefia.     They  ftormed   the 
wiixter-qoarters  of  the  auxiliary  cohorts,  pafTed  the  Danube, 
;and  were  proceeding  to  level  the  intrenchments   of  the 
legimis^- when  Mucianus  happened  to  march  through  Moefia 
with  the  forces  of  the  Eaft.  As  that  commander  was  already 
apprifed  of  the  vidlory.  at  Cremona>  he  detached  the  fixth 
legion  to  oppofe  the  Barbarians,  and  appointed  Fonteius 
Agrippaj  governor  of  Moefia,  with  part  qf.  the  troops  which 
had  ftirrend^red  at  Cremona*  and  which  it  was  thought  ad- 
vifcable  to  engage  in  a  foreign  war,  that  they  might  not 
difturb  domeftic  peace.     Agrippa  obliged  the  ewemy  to  re- 
paf(»'the  Danube  i  and  to  prevent  any  farther  attempts  of 
the  like  nature,  built  a  great  number  of  forts  on  the  banks 
oF  that  river»   &ud    ftrengthened   them   with    numeious 
garrifi>n9«  ^ 

In  Pontus  likewife  great  diftufbances  were  raifed  by  Ani- 
cetus,,  fonnerly  freedmam  to  king  Pofemon,  in  great  power 
under  him,  and  commander  of  the  royal  navy.     As  he 


e  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  iv.  cap,  a. 


KlU 


The  Roman  Hiflory.  I4^ 

was  highly  provoked  againft  the  Romam  for  ncdflcing  the 
kingdom  into  a  province,  in  the  reign  of  Ninro>,  and  by  that 
change  depriving  him  of  all  his  authority,  hi*  feized  the 
prefent  opportunity,  and  levying  forces  under  colour  of 
affifling  Viteilius,  furprifed  the  city  of  Trcbiaond,  burnt 
the  fleet  which  guarded  the  coafts,  and  entering  into  an 
alliance  with  the  neighbouring  Barbarians,  fcoured  the  fea^ 
and  committed  dreadful  ravages  on  the  coads  of  Afia. 
Againft  him  Vefpafian  fent  a  choice  body  of  legionaries, 
undei  the  command  of  Virdius  Geminus,  an  officer  diftin- 
guifhed  in  war ;  who*  attacking  the  enemy  while  they 
were  roving  about  in  qacA  of  booty,  dr^ve  them  iuto  their 
veffels  ;  then  with  fome  gaiUes  built  with  great  expedition, 
chafed  Anicetos  into  the  mouth  of  the  river  Chobus,  where 
he  relied  upon  the  protection  of  Sedochus  king  of  the  La« 
aians,  a  pecmle  of  Colchis*  That  prince  feemed  at  firft  de* 
termined  to  defend  his  ally  ^  but  as  foon  as  a  reward  for  hh 
treachery  was  ofief ed,  and  a  war  threatened,  be  betrayed 
Anicettts,  and  all  his  followers^  to  the  coinqueror.  Thus  Mattu 
ended  that  fervile  war ;  and  Vefpafian  received  an  account  Mut. 
of  the  fiiccefs  which  had  attended  his*  arms,  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  joyful  tidings  were  brought  him  of  the  great  vidiory 
gained  »y  bi»  forces  at  Cremona  ^ 


C   HA   P.     UV. 

T^e  Hijhry  of  Rome ^  from  the  Death  ofVkelUus 
to  the  Death  of^  Dornitian,  the  lafli  of  the 
twelve  Cafarsy  in  whom  ended  the  Flavian 
family. 

THE  Flavian  family,  now  naifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  Tkidi-^ 
of  grandeur,  was  not  confpicnous  either  for  its  luftre  feffff»^rtk$ 
oi  antic^uity.     Titus  Flavius,  the  emperor's  grandfather,  ^*'^' 
was  a  citizca  of  Rcatc,  now  Rieti,  ia  the  country  of  the  J^^^ 
Sabioes  *,  and,  in  the  civil  wars  between  C^far  and  Pbm-  bifirtki 
pey,  ferved  under  the  latter  in  quality  of  centurion,  but  left  attmned 
the  army  after  the  battle  ofPharfalia  ;  and,  having  obtained  ^f^^fi^ 
his  pardon,  was  employed  in  coI!e£ling  taxes,  under  the  '*^*J'' 
farmers  of  the  public  revenue.    His  (on  Titus  Flavius  Sa- 
hiaus  folbwed  the  fame  profeffion^  and  acquitted  himfelf 
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in  it  with  fa€h  tnttgnty,  that,  hy  the  fevcral  cities  of  Afia, 
where  he  was  reeeiTer  of  the  tax  called  quadragefima,  ftatuea 
were  ere^W  to  him  with  this  infcription,  **  To  the  honeft 
publican."  Afterwards  he  withdrew  into  the  country  of 
the  Helvetii,  where  he  aoqaired  a  confiderable  fortune  by 
lending  monev  upon  intereit.  He  married  Vcfpafia  PoUa, 
whofe  lather  nad  been  military  tribune  and  prefed  of  the 
camp ;  and  bad  by  her  two  cnildren,  Sabinus^  and  Vefpa-^ 
fian,  who  was  born  on  the  feventeenth  of  November  of  the 
ninth  year  of  the  common  Chriftian  xr^;  fo  that  he  was 
raifed  to  the  empire  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age.  He 
was,  amongft  many  other  new  men,  chofen  from  the  mu- 
nicipal towns,  from  the  colonies,  and  even  from  the  pro- 
vinces, adn^iitted  into  the  fenate  by  the  emperor  Caligula. 
He  afterwards  ferved  in  quality  of  military  tribune  in 
Thrace,  was  qusoftor  of  the  provinces  of  Cyrene  and  Crete, 
qrdile,  and  praetor.  He  attended  the  emperor  Claudius  into 
Britain,  where  he  diftinguiOied  himfelf,  though  only  tri- 
bune of  a  legion,  by  many  remarkable  exploits.  He  was 
conful  during  the  two  laft  months  of  the  eleventh  year  of 
Claudius's  reign,  and  by  Nero  appointed  governor  of  Africa 
ifi  qualitv  of  proconAil.  He  married  Fiavia  Doniitilla,  a 
native  of  Africa,  ^t  firft  (lave.tq  Statilius  Capella,  but  after-? 
wards  manumitted,  and  n^de  free  of  the  city.  By  her  he 
ha4  two  fpn^,  Titus  and  Domitian,  who  reigned  after  him, 
and  one  daughter,  named  Pomitilla,  who  died,  as  did  alfo 
|ier  niQther,  before  his  acce(^Qn  to  the  empire. 

While  he  was  in  a  private  (lation,  he  ufed  to  court  the 
fz^vpur  of  the  prince  by  the  mpft  abjpft  flattery.  During  his 
pr3Btorfliip,  he  entreated  permiffion  to  exhibit  extraordinary 
fports  in  honour  of  Cs^ligula,  on  account  of  the  pretended 
viftqry  in  Gerjnsuiy.  He  was  one  of  the  few  fycophants 
who  were  of  opinion  that  thofe  who  were  faid  to  have  con- 
fpired  againft  that  prince  (bould  be  publicly  executed,  and 
their  bodies  left  unburied.  In  the  prefence  of  the  whole 
fenate,  he  returned  Caligula  thanks  for  having  done  him 
the  honour  of  inviting  him  to  his  table.  He  was  chiefly 
indebted  to  Narciflus,  the  freedman  of  Claudius,  for  the 
confulihip,  and  the  two  facerdotal  dignities  which  he  en- 
joyed :  what  dignities  thefe  were,  we  are  no  where  told. 
After  the  death  pf  Narciflus,.  h^s  great  patron,  he  with- 
drew, and  led  a  private  life,  dreading  the  violent  fpirit  of 
Agrippina,  >vho  bore  an  irreconcileable  hatred  to  that  mi- 
niiter,  and  all  his  friends  ;  it  was  therefore  probably  after 
^er  death,  that  he  was  by  Nero  appointed  proconful  of 
4ffi^aj  in  wl^icb  government  he  acquitted  himfelf^  if  we 
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may  believe  Suetonius  8,  with  honour  and  integrity;  ac- 
cording to  Tacitus  **,  with  igpominy  and  oppreffion.  Soon 
after  his  return  from  Africa,  his  affairs  being  in  a  defpcratc 
condition,  and  his  credit  low,  he  was  obliged  to  mortgage 
his  houfe  and  pofleffions  to  his  brother  Sabinus,  and  to  fup- 
port  himfeif  and  his  family,  by  felling  and  changing  horfes, 
and  even  by  other  means  ftill  more  degrading ;  for  he  was 
convi£ted  of  having  extorted  from  a  young  knight  the  fum  . 

If  of  two  hundred  thoufand  fefterces,  for  employing  his  in- 
tereft  in  procuring  him  a  place  in  the  fenate,  againft  the  in« 
clination  and  exprefs  will  of  his  father.  He  attended  Nero 
'  in  Achaia,  where  he  incurred  that  princess  dxfpleafure,  and 
was  banifhed  the  court,  for  his  inattention  while  the  em- 
peror was  finging;  a  crime,  which  had  nearly  coft  him  his 
life  at  Rome,  as  we  have  related  elfewhere.  Thus  dif- 
graced,  he  withdrew  into  the  country,  and  there  led  a  life  ' 

altogether  private  and  retired,  expecting  every  moment  a* 
tragical  fate,  when  he  was,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  ap- 
pointed by  Nero  to  command  in  the  war  againft  the  Jews^ 
as  a  perfon  of  great  military  abilities,  and  one,  who,  on  ac- 
count of  his  mean  extradion,  gave  him  no  umbrage.    He 
was  therefore  fent  into  Judaea  with  three  legions^  eight 
fquadrons  of  horfe,  and  ten  auxiliary  cohorts,  his  fon  Titus 
ferving  under  him  in  qusklity  of  nis  lieutenant.    In  the  Hiscks* 
courfe  of  that  war,  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  Jewiih  na^  raffgr  ss  m 
tion,  Vefpafian  acquired  fignal  reputation.     In  every  duty  *«wr«^ 
incumbent  upon  a  leader,  or  even  a  foldier,  he  was  inde- 
fatigable :  it  was  he  who  always  led  the  march ;  he  who 
always  chofe  the  ground  for  encamping.    Upon  confultai- 
tions  and  difpatches  he  fpent  nights  and  days,  and  was  ever 
ready,  upon  any  exigency,  to  encoui^ter  the  enemy  hand  to 
hand  :  his  diet  was  fuch  as  chance  prefented :  in  his  garb 
^nd  drefs,  he  varied  little  from  a  common  foldier.     Had  he 
been  exempt  from  avarice,  he  would  have  equalled  the 
moft  famous  commanders  of  ancient  times :  with  that  vice  /^  ^^^ 
he  is  charged  by  moft  writers ;  among  the  reft,  by  Tacitus,  wM  < 
whp  owed .  his  firft  promotion  jin  th^  ftate  to  his  intereft;  ria. 
but  neyerjthciefs  declares,  as  becomes  an  impartial  hiftorian^ 
againft  admitting  perfonal  hatred  or  aife^ion  in  the  cha- 
rafters  of  n>en.     After  the   death  of  Nero  and  Galba, 
while  Otho  and  VitcUius  were  contending  for  the  fove- 
reienty,  he, begun  fo  ^heriih  hopes  of  obtaining  it  for  him- 
feli,  relyipg  on  feVeralnrodigies,  prophecies,  and  propitious 
refponfes  of  oracles.    Of  the  xAaoy  predictions,  that  of  Jo- 
iepniis  the  hiftorian  is  the  moft  remarkable,  who  faltfted 
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Vcfpafian  with  the  title  of  emperor  even  in  Nero's  r^gn» 
and  afiured  hiRii  he  fhould  be  foon  invefted  with  t\ie  to-' 
vcreign  power,  {lis  predifJion  is  mentioned  not  only  by 
himfflf  J,  butlikewife  by  Suetonius  ^,  who  tells  us,  that 
Jofephus,  bein|;  by  Vefpafian'a  orders  put  in  ironS)  bpWl^ 
affirmed,  that  in  a  (hort  time  he  fliould  by  him  be  fet  at 
U^rty  \  bu$  that  he  fliould  be  emperor  ^ri^. 

ycfpafian,  bfing  encouraged  by  ^uciauus*  governor  of 
Svria^py  Tiberius  Alexander,  jeoyernor  of  Egypt,  and  \j 
a(l  nis  o|^cers>  not  to  neglect  the  pretent  opportuniti['» 
while  twi).  unworthy  competitors  were  contending  for  the 
h  0eiMew'  empire,  at  length  yielded  ;  an4  was  proclaimed  eipperor  at 
U^tdfM'     Alexandria  oj^  the  firft  of  July,  of  the  fixtyrnmth  year  o^ 
feMrimthi  ^^g  Clpxiftian  ^ra ;  on  the  third  of  the  fame  month,  ;n  Ju- 
prrmMs.    ^^*  vhere  he  then  reGded ;  on  the  fiftecnt^i,  in  Syria;  an^ 
'  '    a.  few  dayfi  after,  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  |la(^.    He  was 

not  in  himfelf  at  all  changed  by  fo*  ^uc^den  a  turn  of  for- 
tune :  no  loftinefs  appeared  in  bis  a^e£k,  no  arrOg2^lce  nor 
any  new  circumftance  of  deportment*  under  his  new  cha- 
raflter.  He  immediately  rcwsMcdcd  hi$  fn,ends,  raifing  fbine 
tp  aiilitary  cQxnmands,  others  tp  be  governors  of  provinces, 
feveral  to  the  rank  of  fenators,  mofl;  of  tbem  men  of  figiial 
merit|  and  accpmplifhments,  who  afterwards  acquired  the 
higheft  honours  in  the  ftate.  As  he  though  it  below  him 
to  court  the  foldiers  by  largeffes,  he  promifed  them  no 
greater  donative  in  the  heat  o^  the  civil  war,  t]^an  ha4  been 
given  tijiem  by  others  during  ^uU  peace.  In  the  council 
whi^ph  he  eftabliflied  at  Berytus  for  the  direftion  of  all 
weighty  affairs,  it  wasrefotved,  that  Titus  (hould  profccute 
the  war  agalnft  the  Jews,  and  Mucianus  march  wit^  part 
,  of  the  forcei  againft  Vitellius.     But  Titus  undertook  no- 

thing ti^jl  the  next  year.  Antonlus  !^rimus^  with  the  l^y? 
tian  army,  <Jlef<?ated  the  troops  of  Vitellius  before  the  ai> 
riv^l  of  Mucianus ;  ms^de  himfelf  mailer  of  Rome,  and  aU. 
Italy  \  and,  caufed  the  unhappy  emperor  to  be  publicly  qce- 
cuted  a$  a  common  criminal ;  9II  which  tranfa£lioa$  we 
^ave  already  r,elated. 

Mjeanwhile  Vefpafian,  havipgpaffed  fome  tinae.at  An- 
tioc)j,  the  coital  of  Syria*  proceeded  from  thence  to 
E^t,  where  he  received  the  agreeable  tidings  of  the  yiilory 
gained,  hj  Primus  at  Cremo/ia.  He  forthwith  hgftened  tq 
Alexandria,  with  a  delign  to  diftrefs  Rome  by  fan^ne,  fiocc 
fioixi  %yptthe  city  was  chiefly  fj^ppticd  wijth  com.  Hp 
was  at  the  fame,  time  preparing  to  invade  Africa  by  fea^anjl 
}jind,  in  prderto  bring  uppa  ih^  enemy,  by  intercepting 
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their  proviponsj  the  calamity  of  h^inc^r,  witJi  that  pf  4if* 
fenfion.  But  during  thefe  tranfaflions,  rpany  perfons  of  Reeeyves 
all  ranks  and  degrees  arrived  from  Italy,  to  acquaint  him  news  tf 
uiritji  the  fate  and  fall  of  Vitellius  ;  which  were  no  fooner  thefau  rf 
Lnown,  than  multitudes  flocked  from  all  quarters,  notwith-  ^'^^^'^^ 
(tanking  it  was  then  winter,  to  court  the  favour  of  the 
new  emperor ;  inlbmuch  that, Alexandria,  th?  greatcft  qity 
of  the  chipirc  after  Rome,  prove4  too  confine^  for  the 
nurr^ber^  of  ambafladors,  deputies,  noblemen,  ?nd  officers, 
w^o  reforted  thither.  Aniong  the  reft,  an  embafly  arrived 
from  Vplogef^s,  king  of  Parthiaj^  who  offered  to  a(Eft  him 
wit^  foirty  thoufand' Parthian  horfe.  Vefpafian  returne4 
l^in  tbanksj  and,  cj^firing  he  wpuld  fen4  ambafladors  to 
t^c  fenat?,  acquainted  li\m  that  tjie  commonwealth  vas 
re-eftabliilied  in  peace  K  The  death  of  Vitellius  m^de 
Y^f^afian  alter  his  mea{ures  ;  for  inftead  ordiftreffing  the. 
city,  w^iicl?  ^ia4  already  procVsimcd  hini  emperor,  \vith  fa- 
mine, he  dirpatche<J  thitl?.ei^  2^  great  number  of  veflel§  laden 
witli  corn ;  whic^i  arrived  .very  feafonabiy,  thei:e  not  being 
at  that  time  Remaining  i*;  aU  the  public  ftores  a1?Qve  ten 
^ays  proviGon  of  grain  "*.  As  the  winter-feafoij  was  far 
^dvanced^  Vefpafian  continued,  fome  months  a^  Akxandria, 
waiting  for  the  approach  of  furomer, 

^ucianqs  arrived  at  Ronie,  according  to  Jofepbus,  the  l^tuianus 
4ajj  after  the  death  of  Vitellius ;  and  in  a  moment  arrogated  arrives  «r 
^he  whole  adminifl;ratIon  to  bimfelf.  s  Licinius  Mucianu*  ^**''» 
was  ^  man  remarkable  for  a  ftrange  combination  of  good  His  cka^ 
and  bad  qualities;  luxury  and  vigilance,  baughtinefs  and  ra^er» 
compJaifance  ;  when  unemployed,  exceffively  voluptuous  i 
6f  infinite  abilities  and  adivity,  when  bufinefs  required  - 
them.    Hence  his  equal  fhare  of  praife  and  reproach  ;  as 
a  pul^lic  ininifter,  admired ;  as  a  private  voi.uptuary,  corj- 
demned.     He  was  a  great  mafter  in  thp  feveral  arts  of  irw 
finuation,  an  able  orator,  well  verfed  in  civil  affairs,  ready 
^i  fprcf(?eing  events,  dexterous  at  concerting  fchemee,  hiclji 
in  credit  with  thofe  who  were  above  him,  under  him,  or  iix 
equal  authority  with  him  ;  in  fhort,  fuch  a  man  as  could 
more  eafily  create  an  emperor,  than  be  one.    VefpaiGan,  as; 
he  was  chiefly  indebted  to  him  for  the  empire,  upon  his  de- 
parture for  Italy,  invefted  bim  with  unlimited  power,  and 
is  even  fatd  to  have  trufted  him  with  his  fignet,  as  if  he 
bad  (bared  the  fovereignty.     Hence,  upon  his  arrival  at 
Rome,  he  was  conildcred  and  revered,  rather  as  the  em- 
peror's colleague,  than  as  a  fabordinate  minifter.     Quite 
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funk  was  the  power  of  Antonius  Primus,  and  Arrius  Va- 
rus, which  laft  Vefpafian  had  already  appointed  captain  of 
the  prxtorian  guards.  As  Mucianus  could  not  difTemble 
his  animofity  towards  them,  the  city  immediately  forfook 
her  late  favourites,  and  devoted  herfelf  to  the  new  minion. 
To  him  alone  court  was  paid,  to  him  all  addrefles  were 
made :  neither  did  he  negleft  his  own  grandeur ;  for  he 
never  appeared  in  public  but  encompafied  with  guards,  and 
attended  with  an  equipage  becoming  a  fovereign.  He  for- 
bore indeed  the  name,  but  performed  all  the  fun£tions,  of 
fovereignty.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  caufed  Afiaticus, 
the  late  emperor's  freedman,  to  atone  for  his  late  wicked 
aftions,  by  fuffering  the  death  of  a  flave.  His  doom  was 
by  every  one  expe£ted>  and  even  wiihed  for ;  but  the  death 
cf  Calpurnius  Galerianus  occafioned  a  general  dread  in  the 
city.  He  was  the  fon  of  Caius  Pifo,  who  in  the  reign  of 
Nero  had  afpired  to  the  fovereignty  \  but  had  himfelf  no 
(hare  in  that  confpiracy,  nor  had  ever  attempted  to  difturb 
Hi  eaufis  the  ftate.  However,  as  he  was  of  an  illuftrious  family, 
^!difittr^  of  a  graceful  perfon,  and  greatly  beloved,  by  the  people, 
H  hi  mur*  he  was,  by  order  of  Mucianus,  committed  to  the  cuftody  of 
^id.  a  band  of  foldiers,  fent  forty  miles  from  Rome,  and  there' 
put  to  death  by  having  his  veins  opened  ". 

While  Mucianus  thus  ruled  with  abfolute  fway  in  Rome, 
the  Batavians  were  carrying  on  the  war  againft  the  Romans 
with  amazing  fuccefs  in  Lower  Germany.  Of  that  war  we 
fliall  here,  as  in  its  proper  place,  briefly  recount  the  caufes 
^hi  Jiafa-  ^i^d  events.  The  Batavians*  originally  the  fame  people 
^aws  take  with  the  Cattans,  who  dwelt  beyond  the  Rhine,  being 
driven  from  their  country  by  a  dpmeftic  infurreftiop,  fettled 
at  the  extreme  borders  of  Gaul,  in  an  iflafid  formed  by  the 
mouths  of  the  Rhine  and  the  ocean  (H)  They  were  not 
fubjeds,  h"^  allies,  of  the  Roinans»  and  obliged  to  aflift 
them  only  witji  troops  commanded  by  men  of  the  firft  rank 
amongft  them.  They  had  at  this  time  eight  cohorts,  men 
thoroughly  exercifed  in  the  wars  of  Germany  and  Britain. 
Thefe  Vitellius  had  gained  over  to  his  pany,  and  they  had 
a  great  (hare  in  the  viftory  at  Bedriacum  ;  but  proving  af- 
terwards refraftory  and  ungo^efpable,  the  emperor  thought 
it  advifeable  to  order  them  tp  fheir  own  country.  Julius 
Paulus,  and  Claudius  Civilis^  both  men  of  rpyal  defcent, 

A  Tacit.  Hid.  lib.  iv.  cap.  iit    Jofeph.  Bell.   Jud.  lib.  y.  cap.  42. 

(H)  According  to  this  de-  country  of  Utrecht,  and  the 
feription,  the  Batavians  poiTeiT-  iiland  pf  Betaw,  in  the  duke^f 
c4  South  Holland,  part  of  the    iom  of  Guel4erland» 
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greatly  furpaflcd  the  reft  in  credit  and  quality.  The  former 
was  flain  by  Fonteius  Capito,  who  falfly  charged  him  with 
rebellion.  The  latter  was  put  in  irons^  and  fent  to  Nero  j 
but  declared  innocent  by  Galba,  and  fet  at  liberty.  Under 
Vitellius  he  was  again  in  danger  of  his  life,  being  charged 
with  treafon :  and  hence  his  hatred  to  the  Romans,  which 
bduced  him  to  arm  his  countrymen  againft  them.  As  he 
was  a  man  of  great  addrefs,  left  the  Romans  (hould  regard 
him  as  a  public  enemy,  if  he  once  appeared  to  have  revoked 
from  them»  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  between  Vitellius 
and  Veipafian,  he  pretended  an  attachment  to  the  latter, 
and  was,  by  letters  from  Antonius  Primus,  ordered  to  op- 
pofc  the  forces  fummoned  to  fuccour  Vitellius.  Civilis^ 
therefore,  determined  to  revolt,  but  concealing  for  the  pre- 
fent  his  intention,  contented  himfelf  with  preventing  the 
Batavian  youth  from  enlifting  themfelves  purfuant  to  the 
orders  of  Vitellius.  Soon  after,  on  pretence  of  celebrating 
a  banquet,  he  aflembled  the  chiefs  of  the  nation,  and  the 
moil  daring  among  the  populace,  in  a  facred  erove,  where^ 
when  they  had  caroufed  till  late  in  the  night,  and  were 
warm  with  liquor,  he  acquainted  them  with  his  real  defign, 
difplaypd  the  renown  of  their  nation,  enumerated  the  in- 
fults  they  had  fuffered,  the  oppreilion  they  groaned  under, 
and  all  the  miferies  attending  a  ftate  of  fervitude.  As  he 
was  heard  with  great  applaufe,  he  bound  them  all,  with 
many  barbarous  ceremonies,  in  a  combination. 

He  then  difpatched  meii'engers  to  the  Caninefates,  who  Ciwlis  h 
inhabited  part  of  the  ifland,  to  engage  them  in  the  fame  JoingJ  fy 
caufi?.    The  Caninefates  readily  agreed  to  his  meafures :  vj^**^?'^ 
choofing  for  their  leader  one  Brenno,  famous  for  brutal  fJL^ 
bravery,  they  took  the  field  ;  and  being  joined  by  the  Fri- 
Cans,  a  people  beyond  the  Rhine,  forced  the  winter-en- 
campment of  two  cohorts,  and  mafiacred  all  the  Roman 
viftuallers  and  traders,  whom  they  found  confidently  ram- 
bling about,  as  in  time  of  peace.     In  confequence  of  thefii 
boftilities,  Clvilis,  pulling  off  the  ma(k,  and  openly  aflb* 
diating  with  the  Caninefates,  and  Frifians,  marched  to  at- 
tack the  Romans,  who,  under  the  condu^  of  Aquilius, 
had  retired  to  the  upper  part  of  the  ifland.    The  conflict 
was  fcarcc  begun,  when  a  band  of  Tungrians,  who  ferved 
under  the  Romans,  deferted  to  the  enemy.    At  the  fame 
time  the  Roman  fleet,  confifting  of  twenty-four  veffels,  the 
rowers  being  for  the  moft  parlj  natives  of  Batavia,  made*for 
tbc  enemy's  ihore.    By  thefc  means  the  Roman  forces  were  p^^^  ^^^ 
e^fily  defeated,  put  to  flight,  and  inhumanly  butchered,  Ramamf 
lK}th  by  the  enemy,  and  their  own  companions.    Upon  the  fi^ku 
f^^9  <if  (hip  vi^torvi  the  Gemuis  immediately  difpatched 
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ambafttdccs  to  CtviU$»  with  offers  of  fuccours.    On  tha 

other  handy  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  who  commanded  the  army 

in  Upper  Germany,  ordered  I^emmius  Lupercus  to  march 

againft  the  enemy  with  two  legions,  all  the  cavalry  of  tlic 

Ubiaaa  and  Treverians,  and  a  fquadron  of  Batavian  horfe, 

men  lo^g  fince  corrupted  in  their  Bdelity  to  the  Romans, 

but  feigning  a  great  zeal  for  their  caufe,  purpofcly  to  be* 

tray  them  in  the  heat  of  the  fight.    The  two  armies  having 

jcuined  battle,  the  Batavian  cavalry,  deferring  th^  legioas 

wbil«L  they  were  fighting  with  great  bravery,  joined  Civilis  ; 

f  bea  inftantly,  like  enemies,  turned  upon  the  Romans.   Tet 

tt^  legionaries,  though  prefled  on  all  fides,  kept  their  ranksy 

wd  ftood. their  ground,  till  the  auxibary  Ubians  and  Tre^ 

Teriaos  fiod  in  a  fliameful  manner.     Againft  them  the  Ba« 

tavi^n&  bent  t^eir  fury  and  purfuit ;  a  cvrcumftance  which 

gai^e  the  legions  an  opportunity  of  retiring  with  fafety  to 

(he  oUi  caoip^  wluch  ^s  placed  by  moft  geographers  neap 

the  pce&oA  city  of  Stanten,  in  the  duchy  of  Cleyes. 

.    About  the  fame  time  the  eight  Batavian  coho^fts,  which, 

in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  ViteUius,  were  upon  their 

piaixk  to  ftooabe,  being  informed  of  the  revolt  of  their  eoun^ 

teymen,  and  the  advaintages  already  gained  by  them,  re- 

Vicne<i,  aoid  topk  their  route  towards  Lower  Germany,  to 

jioia  Givilis.    Hetennius  Gallus,  who  then  governed  Bonna, 

90.W.  Qoi3kn,  attempted  to  oppofe  the  pailage  of  the  Bata- 

vians,  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  legionaries,  and  fome 

cohort^  baftUy  caifed ;  hut  was  defeated  with  great  fiaugh- 

teff.     The  conquerors  purfued  their  march,  without  com- 

Wiittifflg  aay  bollilities,  and  joined  Civilis,  who  now  feeing 

iim&lf  at  the  head  o£  a  regular  army,  but  (liil  dreading  the 

formidable  power  o£  the  Romans,  obliged  his  forces  to  fwear 

allegiance  taVe%afian,  and  difpatched  ambaflador^  to  the 

tnca  hejijioas  ia  tl^e  old  camp,  requiring  theni  to  take  tho 

£uM  9^*  The  anfwer  they  returned  was,  that  they  would 

BotfiDHov  thfi  Goun&ls  of  a  known  traitor,  nor  thofe  of  a 

public  eaeitiy.5-  and  that  a  Batavian  fugitive  muft  not  inter- 

fese  in  the  a&Lirs.of  the  Roman  date,  but  prepare  to  meet 

the  punifliment  due  to  his  enormous  crimes,  Civilis,  highly 

j^rovoked  at  thiAaiafwer,  roufed  tp  arms  the  whole  Batavian 

Ration,  and  being  joined  by  the  Bruderans  and  Tendlerans, 

attajcked  the  camp  with  ^reat  fury.  ,  The  Romans,  rfiougb 

iicarQe  five  thoufand  men,  made  fo  vigorous  a  defence,  tha& 

Givilifi,  ddlpairing  of  fuccefs  by  aflault,  changed  his  mea- 

&res,  and  blocked  theni  np.  on  all  f^ks,  not  doubting  bufr 

tjkey  would  be  foon  conlfapained  by  famine  to  capitulater.  I» 

the  meantime  Hordconiua  Flaccus,  underftanding  that  the 

qamp  was  b^fic^ed^  i^mn^diaiely  di^tc^cd  |>illiv$  Voealay 
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commander  of  the  eighteenth  legion,  and  Herenftius  Gtllvt^^ 
with  powerful  fuccours,  to  the  relief  of  the  two  legions : 
but  while  thefe  commanders  were  ftill  encamped  at  (id- 
duba  upon  the  Rhine,  now  Gelnub,  a  fmall  village  near 
Ordingen,  in  the  territory  of  Cologne,  news  were  brought 
them  of  the  defeat  of  Vitellius  at  Cremona.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  event  the  officers  immediately  declared  fiMr  ' 

Vefpafian,  forced  the  foldiers  to  fwear  allegiance  to  him^ 
and  fent  Alpinus  Montanus  to  acquaint  Civilis  Vtrith.  the 
viftory,  and  defire  him  to  lay  down  his  arras  and  diftind 
his  troops,  if  he  meant  to  afTift  Vefpafian,  fince  they  all  had 
already  acknowleged  him  emperor. 

But  Civilis  had  greater  objedls  in  view.     He  therefore 
openly  declared,  that  he  would  never  Iheath  his  fword  till 
he  had  redeemed  both  his  own  country  and  Gaul  from  the 
tyrannical  yoke  of  the  Romans^  and  that  inftant  difpacched 
againft  Vocula  the  veteran  cohortsj  and  the  flower  of  his 
German  forces,  under  the  command  of  Juliu^s  Maximua 
and  Claudius  Viftor,  hufband  to  his  Gfter.     Thefe  coming-  D^ifeatf 
upon  the  Romans  by  furprize,  put  them  to  flight,  and  made  f^ocuia, 
a  dfrcadful  havock.     But  in  the  mean  time  fome  Gafcon  ^»^isi/e» 
bands,  lately   raifed  by  Galba,  arriving  at  Gelduba,  fell  {^Jq^^ 
upon  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  whilft  earrieftly  purfuigg  their  «wa 
viftoij,  filled  them  with  dijfmay,  and  infpired  the  Romans 
with  ireih  courage ;  fo  that  they  returned  to  the  charge, 
and,  with  the  affiftance  of  their  allies,  put  the  enemy  in 
tlxeir  turn  to  flight,  and  gave  them  a  total  overthrotv.v .  All 
the  braveft  men  of  the  Batavian  infantry  were  cut  ofi^;  but 
their  horfe  efcaped  with  the  Roman  flandards  and  prifonera 
taken  in  the  beginnings  of  the  encounter.     Vocula,  encou- 
raged by  this  fuccefs,  marched  againfl:  the  enemy,  employr 
ed  in  befieging  the  old  camp,  and,  after  a  bloody  conflid, 
forced  them  to  abandon  the  enterprise.    In  the  heat  of  the 
engagement,  Civilis,  being,  thrown  by  the  fall  of  his  b'orfc, 
was  by  both  armies  believed  to  be  dangeroufly  woundied  or 
flain;  and  to  this  report  chiefly  wa^  owing  the  vi6tory' 
gained  by  the  Romans-    Vocula^inftead  of  purfuing  the 
enemy  when  broken  and  in  diforder,  applied  hirnfelf  tofor-^ 
tify  the  old  camp «,  which  having  ftrengtbened  with  fome. 
new  works,  he  returned  to  Gelduba,  and  thence  proceeded '. 
toNovefium,  now  Nuys^  where  Hordeonius  Flaccusr  lay- 
encamped  with  part  of  the  army. 

Vocula  was  fcarce  gone,  when  Civilis  again  hid  fiege  to 
the  old  icamp ;  and  ad? aiuring  with  a  ftrong  detachment  ta 
Gelduba,  reduced  thatpiace^  but  he  was  put  to  flight  by 
the  Roman  cavalry  near  Novefium.  In  the  mean  time  the 
foldiers  began  to  mttttay,  aad  claim  prefeot  payment  of  their 
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donative ;  for  they  had  learned  that  the  money  was  already 
fcnt  thither  by  Vitellius.    Hordeonius  immediately  com  - 
plied  with  their  demand  ;  but  diftributed  the  money  in  the 
name  of  Vefpafian.    The  foldiers  no  fooner  rieceived  it, 
than  they  abandoned  themfelves  without  controul  to  every 
kind  of  debauchery,  to  nodurnal  revellings  and  cabals,  and 
when  intoxicated  with  wine,  renewed  their  ancient  fury 
and  rage  againft  Hordeonius,  who  was  fufpcfled  of  favour- 
ing Civilis,  becaufe,  from  a  mind  well  difpofed  towards 
Vefpafian,  he  had  not  oppofcd  his  firft  attempts.     As  none 
of  the  general  officers  dared  to  check  them  in  the  height  of 
their  rage,  they  violently  burft  into  the  bedchamber  of  their 
general,  dragged  him  out,  and  put  him  to  death.     Vocula 
would  have  undergone  the  fame  fate,  had  he  not  made  his 
cfcape  in  the  difguife  of  a  flave.    They  then    reftored  the 
images  of  Vitellius,  defpoiled  thofeof  Vefpafian,  and  com- 
mitted, during  that  night,  innumerable  diforders.    Their 
rage,  upon  the  return  of  day,  was  fucceeded  by  terror  and  re- 
morfe.    The  firft,  the  fourteenth,  and  the  eighteenth  ]e« 
gions  were  eafily  reclaimed  by  Vocula ;  and  fed  by  him^ 
after  they  had  again  taken  the  oath  to  Vefpafian,  againft  Ci- 
vilis, who  had  befieged  Magontiacum,  now  Mentz.   Before 
their  arrival  the  befiegers  had  retired ;  but  the  Romans  com- 
ing up  with  them  as  they  marched  without  order,  fufped- 
ing  no  danger,  fell  upon  them  fword  in  hand,  and  made  t 
dreadful  havock  of  the  dtfperfed  and  diforderly  multitude  ^ 
The  death  of  Vitellius,  the  murder  of  Hordeonius,  and 
die  burning  of  the  Capitol,  being  divulged  through  Ger- 
many and  Gaul,  both  thefe  nations  engaged  in  open  hofti- 
Uties  againft, the  Roman  people.     A  motley  multitude  of 
Cattans,  Ufipians,  Mattiacians,  and  other  German  nations, 
joined  pivilis.    The  Gauls  too,  feizing  the  prefent  oppor* 
tunity,  while  the  Romans  were  weakefned  by  fuch  fucceffive 
civil  wars,  combined  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  their  an- 
cient libertv,  being  ftrongly  inclined  by  the  burning  of  the 
Capitol  to  oelieve,  that  the  diffolution  of  the  empire  was  at 
hand.    The  city,  they  ftid,  had  formerly  been  takeii  by 
the  Gauls  ;  but  the  manfion  of  Jupiter  having  efcaped,  the 
empire  had  continued  to  fubfift.    The  Druids  too  ani- 
iHiated  them  with  vain  oracles,   that   to  nations  beyond 
the  Alps  the  empire  of  the  world  was  portended.    The 
chief  fway  among  the  Gauls  was  borhe  at  this  ti^e  byCtaf" 
fi^ud,  JdiQS  TutO^  and  Julius  Sabtnus ;  the  two  fornier 
Treverians,  and  the  latter  a  hatite  of  Langres.,  Thefe  three, 
having  in  private  conferences  fi^uBded  the  minds  of  tbereft^ 
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and  engaged  in  their  defigns  fuch  as  they  judged  proper^ 
tame  at  length  to  a  refolution  of  throwing  off  all  difguife, 
and  openly  declaring  againft  Rome.    The  only  difficulty 
which  occurred,  was,  how  to  difpofe  of  the  Ronian  forces 
then  in  Gaul.    Some  were  for  maflacring  them  all,  others 
fotr  putting  to  the  fword  only  their  commanders,  fince  the 
cohinion  herd,  bereft  of  their  leaders,  would  be  eafily  fe- 
dticed  into  the  confederacy.     The  latter  opinion  prevailed  ; 
aod  this  was  the  refult  of  their  firft  confultation.    The  con- 
fpira tors, then  difpatchcd  incendiaries  into  all  the  regions  of 
Gau),  to  excite  them  to  war ;  but  in  the  mean  time  feigned 
great  rcfpefl:  to  Vocula,  who  was  well  apprifed  of  their  de-     - 
figns  ;   but  thought  proper  to  difiemble  in  his  turn,  and  pur- 
fue  the  fame  artifices  which  were  ufed  againfl  him.    With 
this  view  he  repaired  to  Cologne ;  but  Clafficus  and  Tutor, 
who  were  both  commanders  of  the  Treverian  horfe,  eci« 
camping  by  themfelves,  and  feparating  the  firft  time  from 
the  legionsy  he  returned  back,  and,  with  the  legions  alone, 
proceeded  to  Novefium,  a  numerous  body  bf  Gauls  having 
encamped  in  the  open  fields  about  two  miles  from  that  place. 
To  the  camp  of  the  Gauls,  as  hoftilities  were  not  yet  be- 
gun on  either  fide,  daily  reforted  great  numbers  of  Koman 
foldiersi;  and  there,  as  they  found  themfelves  furrounded  Thi  Rmm 
with  terrors  on  all  fides,  they  agreed  to  purchafe  their  own  ^'**' 
fafety  by  committing  an  enormity  till  then  unknown  among  ^^^ 
the  Homans ;  which  was,  to  fwear  allegiance  to  the  Gauls,  ^pioiar 
and  promife  either  to  murder,  or  deliver  up  their  officers  alUgiana 
in   chains.    Vocula  was  not  unapprifed  of  ^hat  pafled  '^  '^' 
in  the  camp.    Judging  it  beneath  him  to  fly,  he  aflembled  ^**^' 
the  foldiery  ;  and  having  in  vain  attempted  to  divert  them 
from  fo  monftrousa  crime,  he  retired,  with  a  defign  to  put 
a  period  to  his  life  *,  but  being  reftrained  by  his  freedmen 
and  flaves,  he  was  ibon  after  murdered  by  jEmilius  Lon- 
ginus,  a  dcferter  from  the  firft  legion,  fent  by  Clafficus  for 
thatpurpofe.     His  lieutenants,  Herennius  and  Numifius, 
were  only  put  in  irons.    After  this  aflfaffination  Clafficus, 
affumittg  the  badges  of  a  Roman  magiftrate,  entered  the 
camp,  and  adminifterefl  the  new  oath  to  the  legions,  every 
one  fwearkig  allegiance  to  the  fovcrcignty  and  empire  of 
the  Gauls.    Between  Tutor  and  Clafficus  was  (hared  the 
charge  of  managing  the  war.    The  former  laid  fiege  to  Cohgttf, 
Cologne,  and  forced  the  inhabitants  to  take  the  fame  oath,  andothtf 
which  he  likewife  tendered  to  all  the  foldiers  who  lay  "*^''  ''^^ 
farther  up  the  Rhine.     Clafficus  ftrove  to  gain,  by  fair  pro-  ^^J^'^ 
inifes,  the  two  legions  that  were  (hut  up  in  the  ancient 
camp.    After  having  eaten  their  horfes,  and  other  beafts 
ci  burden,  they  were  obliged  to  fupport  themfelves  by 

plucking  • 
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i^llickinc;  fiirubd  and  pla^ts^  and  picking  the  herbs  vb^XcIi 
proutcd  amongftthe  ftones  of  the  walls:  but  at  lengthy 
after  exhibiting  fo  much  glory  and  patience,  they  broiight 
i  foul  ftain,  by  fending  deputies  to  Civilis  to  beg  thpir  liyes^ 


Keither  were  their  fupplications  received^   till  they  ha4 
fworn  homage  and  fidelity  to  the  Oauls.    Then  he  graixte4 
them  their  lives ;  but  refervcd  the  plunder  of  the  camp   Xx^ 
himfelf)  appointing  guards  to  fecure  the  money>  Q^ves^  f^xi^ 
baggage,  and  others  to  convoy  the  ibldiers  thus  diyeiled^ 
all  tncir  cfFe<Els.     When  they  had  marched  about  five  naile^ 
the  Germans  rufiied  upon  them  from  an  amb'ulh,  and.cul 
the  greater  part  of  them  in  ^pieces.     The  remainder  fled  tq 
the  camp,  which  the  Germans  fet  on  fire  ;  fo  that  fuch  of 
the  unhappy  Romans  as  had  furvived  the   late  (laughceri 
were  to  a  man  confumed  by  the  flames.     Civi^s^  elated 
with  the  fuc,cefs  of  his  armS)  foon  reduced  all  t\\t  neigh- 
bouring cities^  fom^  of  them  being  willing,  to  foUovr   his 
fortune,  and  others  awed  by  his  power  p. 
JuUus  Sa*       Julius  Sabinus  having  demoliihed  the  public  tables  coo* 
binmde^     taining  the  confederacy  with  Rome,  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
ftaii(U        proclaimed  C.aefar ;   and,   leading  a  large  number  of  bis 
countrymen  the  Lingones,  fuddenly  invaded  the  adjacent 
country  of  the  S^quanianSi  who  continued  faithful  to  the 
llomans;  but  being  defeated  by  th'emi  in  order  jo  raifi^  ^ 
report  that  he  had  perifhed,  ne  fet  fire  to  the  country 
dwelling,  whither  he  had  fled,  and.by  that  ftratagem  faired 
his  life.     By  the  yi^ory  of  the  Sequanians  the  fury  pf  tb^ 
war  in  Gaul  was  reftrained.     The  feveral  dates  begaj^,  by 
degrees,  to  recover  coolnefs  and  judgement,  the  reft  f«l-> 
lowing  the  example  of  the  people  of  Rheimsj  who  pub^ 
liflied  through  the  provinces  of  Gaul  an  invitation  for  afiem.: 
bllng  their  feveral  deputies,  to  confult  which  coli^^ced  rooft 
to  the  good,  of  the  whole,  war  or  peace.    The  aflembly  was 
held  at  Rheims,  wh^fe  Tullius  ValentinuS)  one  of  the  am-r 
bafladors  of  the  Treverians,  with  great  vehemence  promote 
ed  the  war;  but  was  oppofed  by  Julius  Aufpexi.one  of  tlkj 
chiefs  in  the  ftate  of  Rb^m%  who  difplayed  at  large  the 
^ower  of  the  Roms^ns,  and  the  bleflings  of  peace*.  Thdy  aOi 
extolled  the  courage,  and  refolution  of  Valontinus,  bftt  fol-; 
»   lowed  the  counfel  of  Aufpex, .  moft  of  them  being  deterred 
from  purfuing  a  general  cpnfederjsicy,  by  the  mutual  jea* 
loufy  and  competitiort  of  the  feveral  protinces*    It  wa> 
aflced,  where  mud  be  the  head  of  the  war}  wbither  muft 
they  recur  for'  fuprome  authority  ?   and,  ihould  all,  their 
purfuits  profpcr,  wbai  piacQ  would  they  choofe  for  thefeafe 

p  tacie.  Hia.  lib.  iv.  cap^  67,    Jofcph.  Bell  Jud,  lib.  vii.  cap.  11. 
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ef  empire  ?  Someboafted  their  alliances,  forae  th^if  wealth 

and    forces,  others  their  antiquity;    and,  from  all  thefe, 

each    claimed  fuperior  prerogative  and  rule.    At  length,  ThGauli 

after  long  and  urarm  debates,  they  agreed  to  acquiefce  in  '''^'w 

their  prcfent  condition*    To  the  Treverians  letters  were  ''P^'^P'^^* 

immediately  difpatched  in  the  name  of  the  ftates  of  Gaul, 

advifing  them  to  lay  down  their  arms  while  their  pardon 

was  yet  to  be  procured,  and  their  friends  were  ready  to  m- 

tercedc  for  them  •,    but  Valentinus,  a  better  fpeaker  thatt 

commander,  oppofed  this  counfel,  which  the  nation  re« 

je£):e4  accordingly.     What  chiefly  difpofed  the  Gauls  to 

peace  was,  the  news  they  received,  that  an  army  was  ad-* 

vanei  ng  again  ft  them,  confifting  of  four  legions  from  Italy, 

two  from  Spain,  and  one  from  Britaiil,  under  the  condu£l 

of  two  renowned  commanders,  Annius  Gallus  and  Peti* 

lius  Cerealis,  whom  Mucianus  had  difpatched  from  Rome, 

to  put  a  ftop  to  the  farther  conquefts  of  Civilis  and  Clafficus* 

Sextilius  Felix  arrived  before  them,  having,  at  the  head  of 

fome  auxiliary  Cohorts,  forced  a  paflage  through  Rhaetia. 

He  was  joined  by  the  twenty-firft  legion,  and  the  fquadrort 

of  horfe  furnamed  the  Singular,  commanded  by  Julius  Bri* 

ganticus,  nephew  to  Civilis,  but  hated  by  his  uncle* 

With  theie  forces  Felix  attacked  and  routed  the^Treve*  THi  Tn^ 
rtans,  commanded  by  Tutor  near  Bingium,  now  Bingen  ;  '^^i^ns 
and  in  a  few  days  obliged  the  Tribocians,  the  Vaugiones,  ^^"'f^-  ^ 
the  Cercatians,  and  the  Nemetians,  to  defert  their  country-  fg/jxt 
men,  and  return  to  the  ^oman  dominion.     After  he  had 
thus  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the 
Rhine,  from  Mentz  to  the  prefent  city  of  BaGl,  the  legions 
who  had  revolted  to  the  Gauls,  renewed  the  oath  of  alle« 
giance  to  Vefpafian ;   and,   leaving  Treves,  where   they 
were  then  quartered,  retired  to  Metz,  a  city  in  alliance 
with  the  Romans..    In  the  mean  time  Petiltus  Cerealis  ar* 
ri^ed  at  Magontiacum,  where  being  informed,  that  Valen- 
tinus was  potted  at  Rigodulum,  now  Rigol,  with  a  nu* 
merous  band  of  Treverians,  he  drew  into  one  body  the 
foldiers  he  found  at  Magontiacum,  with  the  forces  he 
had  brought  over  the  Alps ;  then  marching  to  Rigodulum, 
he  attacked  the  enemy's  intrench  ments,  though  inclofed  by 
the  mountains,  and  the  river  Mofelle,  and  ftrengthened 
with  deep  trenches,  atid  ramparts  of  huge  ttones.    The 
Treverians  fought  for  fome  time  with  great  refolution  5  but  aiui  fy  Gn 
were,  in  the  end,  forced  to  abandon  their  camp,  and  fave  realit* 
thcmfelves  by  flight.    The  Romans  purfued  them,  and,  in 
the  purfuif,  took  many  perfons  of  great  diftindion  ;  and 
amongft  them  Valentinus  their  general.  Next  day  Cerealis 
entered  Treves  i  which  city  th^  foldiers  paSionately  defir^ 
Vol.  Xm.  M  c4 
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ed  to  raze»  as  the  birth-place  of  Clai&cas  andTatOf )  bm 
Cerealis,  dreading  licentioufnefs  and  crHeity^  checked  their 
rage.  Their  attention  was  likewife  diverted  by  another 
objeO:,  the  arrival  of  the  legions,  which  had  fworn  al- 
legiance to  the  Gauls.  They  appeared  fad  and  deje£i:edj 
keeping  their  eyes  immoveably  fixed  upon  the  ground,  and 
imploring  their  pardon  by  filence  and  weeping)  till  Cerea- 
lis comforted  them,  afcribing  their  defertion  to  the  inevi- 
table operations  of  fate,  and  afluring  them,  that  neither  he 
nor  the  emperor  would  remember  their  paft  ofiences.  At 
the  fame  time  he  caufed  an  order  to  be  publilhed  through- 
out the  camp,  that  no  one  fhould,  upon  any  difpute^  re- 
proach his  fellow-foldier  ^. 

Civilisy  Tutor,  and  Claflicus,  having  from  different  quar- 
ters aflembled  all  their  forces,  attacked  unexpe£);edly  the 
intrench  ments  of  the  legions  now  at  the  gates  of  Treves, 
forced  them,  put  the  cavalry  to  flight,  and  feized  the  bridge 
of  communication  over  the  MofcUe  in  the  midfl:  of  the  city. 
News  of  this  general  rout  and  havock  being  brought  to 
Cerealis, .  while  yet  in  bed,  he  flarted  up,  and,  undaunted 
by  all  this  confufion  and  diflrefs,  flrove  with  his  own  hand 
to  flop  the  fugitives;  animated  them  by  his  example; 
and,  heading  fuch  as  were  remarkably  brave,  recovered  the 
bridge,  and  fecured  it  by  a  guard  of  armed  men.  Then, 
haflening  to  the  camp,  and  rallying  the  difperfed  legions, 
he  not  only  repulfed  the  enemy,  but  the  fame  day  torced 
their  intrenchments,  and  recovered  the  city  of  Cologne, 
where  he  found  the  wife  and  fitter  of  Civilis,  with  the  fon 
of  Claflicus  ^  Civilis,  having  after  this  unfortunate  event 
recruited  his  forces  with  incredible  expedition,  potted  him- 
felf  in  the  old  cftmp,  where  he  was  attacked  by  Cerealis, 
reinforced  by  the  acceffion  of  three  legions.  But,  as  the 
furrounding  fields  were  naturally  marfhy,  and  Civilis  had 
diverted  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  which  thence  ftooded  all 
the  neighbouring  grounds,  the  nomans  were  eafily  repulf- 
ed, and  their  cavalry  put  to  flight,  by  fome  German  fqua- 
drons  Tallying  out  againft  them. 

By  the  iflue  of  this  encounter,  both  the  leaders  wtre 
prompted,  though  from  different  motives,  to  put  the  whole 
to  the  iflue  of  a  general  battle ;  Civilis  eager  to  purfue  his 
good  fortune,  Cerealis  to  cancel  his  difhonour.  The  next 
day  both  armies  appeared  early  in  the  field,  and  engaged 
with  equal  fury  and  refolution.  After- the  conflidt  had 
lafted  many  hours,  the  Germans  were  in  the  end  defeated; 
and  the  war  would  have  been  finiflied  that  day,  had  not 


^  Taeit,  Ub.ivt  cap*  7i-»-»77t 


'  Idcmibid.  cap.  7S. 


the 


Ae  i^oliqirerors  been  prevented,  by  night,  and  a  fuddcii' 
ftorm,  from  purfuing  tne  flying  foe.  Alter  this  orerthrowr, 
Civilis  withdreur  to  the  ifland  of  the  Batavians  :  Clafficu% 
Thtoir,  and  ah  hundred  and  tbirteeti  fenatots  of  TreVe% 
Craflbd  the  Rhine  to  raife  new  fbrce^.  Their  endeavours 
Sfftxc  attended  with  fuch  fliceefs,  thai  they  feturhed  with  4 
tail  multitude,  and  at  the  fame  time  affaulted  the  Romait 
forces  poft<*d  At  Avenacum^  Vade^  Grinnes,  and  Batavo* 
durum,  noW  Arnhetti,  Wageningen,  Rhenen,  and  Dtier-* 
ftcde.  They  were  repulfed  at  each  attack  with  great 
Daughter,  and  forced  to  throw  thfemfelves  precipitately  into 
the  river.  Notwithftanditiig  this  difappointment  and  defeat,  Uefiit* 
Cnilis,  a  fliort  time  after,  in  the  dedd  of  night,  ftormed  the  P^^^'*  ^ 
cahap  of  Cerealis,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  made  a  ^^^"^^^ 
dreadful  havock  of  the  Ronian  foldiers,  while,  apprifed  of 
no  danger,  they  Were  repoGng  in  their  tents,  and  carried 
6ff  a  great  tiumbef  of  captiveSi  The  general,  half-awake^ 
Smd  almoll:  naked,  efcaped  through  a  miftake  of  the.  ene- 
my; for  they  had  carried  off  the  admiral's  ihip,diftinguifli«> 
ed  by  its  flag,  from  a  belief,  that  Cerealis  was  in  it :  but 
he  had  pafled  that  night  in  the  embraces  of  Claudia  Sa-* 
crata,  a  native  of  Cologne.  The  centinels  excufed  their 
own  negligence  by  the  dilhonour  of  their  general,  alleging, 
that  they  were  irijoined  to  keep  filerice  for  fear  of  inter*- 
rupting  his  repofe ;  fo  that,  as  fpeaking  was  reftrained,  they 
had  fallen  afleep. 

Noiwithftanding  this  advantage,  Civilis  was  in  the  end  butisch^ 
obliged  even  to  abandon  his  own  ifland,  and  retire  beyond  ^'^'^'^f* 
the  Rhine.  Cerealis  committed  dreadful  ravages  throughout  ,^j»t^„^ 
the  iiland  of  the  Batavians ;  but,  through  a  policy  ufual  andfubmii 
to  generals,  left  all  the  lands  and  dwellings  of  Civilis  un-  to  thg  Ro* 
touched,  tempting  at  the  fame  time  the  Batavians  with  an 
oflFer  of  peace,  and  Civilis  with  a  promife  of  pardon :  this 
he  refolved  to  accept,  finding  his  countrymen  tired  of  the 
war,  and  inclined  to  prevent  the  defolation  and  ruin  of  th« 
whole  nation,  by  devoting  him  to  punifliment.     He  there- 
fore defired  a  conference,  which  was  granted :  the  bridge 
upon  the  river  Wahal  was  broken  down  in  the  middle ;  and 
the  two  generals,  ftepping  forward  on  each  fide,  flood  upon 
the  oppofite  extremities.    The  iflue  of  this  conference  was,  . 
an  entire  fubmiffion  on  one  fide,  and  an  unreferved  pardon 
on  the  other.    The  Batavians  remained  in  the  fame  condi- 
tion they  were  in  before  the  war  broke  out,  that  is,  eacempfl 
from  all  tributes,  and  only  obliged  to  fupply  the  Romans 
with  troops  when  required*. 

•  Jofe^  BelL  Jud.  lib.  ii«  cap.  iu 
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VifpafM        During  there  tranraAions  in  Gennany,  Vefpafian  axid 
mnd  TitMs    Titus  commenced  confuls,  the  former  the  fecond  time,  an..d 
cowfuU.       1,0th  abfcnt.    The  fcnate  was  therefore  aflembled  on  the 
firft  of  January  by  Julius  Frontinus,  city-praetor,  when  they 
decreed,  that  public  thanks  fhould  be  returned  to  the  ge- 
neral officers,  to  the  armies,  and  to  the  confederate  kings j 
for    having   zealoufljr   efpoufed   the  caufe  of   Vefpafian. 
From  Tertius  Julianus  they  took  away  the  prsetorfliip,  for 
having  forfaken  his  legion,  when  going  to  declare  for  Vet- 
pafian,    and  transferred  that  dignity  to  Plotius  Griphus. 
Upon  Hormus,  Vefpafian's  freedman,  they  conferred  the 
equeftrian  dignity.     Soon   after,   Frontinus   refigned   his 
Dimitiam     office,  which  was  aflumed  by  Domitian,  whofe  name  was 
frmtQr.        prefixed  to  all  letters  and  edi£ts ;  but  the  whole  fway  re- 
mained in  Mucianus.    TJie  young  prince,  however,  boldly 
exerted  many  a^  of  power,  at  the  infUgation  of  his  inti- 
mates, or  his  own  caprice '.     Antonius  Primus  and  Arrius 
Varus  gave  Mucianus   great   umbrage:    they  were  both 
renowned  for  their  late  exploits  in  war,  in  great  credit  with 
the  foldiery,  and  beloved  by  the  populace.     Antonius  was 
beGdes  reported  to  have  fohcited  ocribonianus  Crafius,  the 
brother  of  PiFo,  whom  Galba  had  adopted,  to  aflume  the 
fovereignty.     Mucianus,  therefore,  finding  he  could  not 
openly  crufh  Primus,  pretended  great  friendfiiip  and  efteem 
for  him,  and    flattered  him  with  praifes  in  the   fenate, 
made  him  great  promifes  in  private,  and  filled  him  with 
hopes  of  obtaining  the  government  of  Hither  Spain,  void 
by  the  departure  of  Cluvius  Rufus.     Having  thus  entirely 
gained  him,  he  difmifled  the  feventh  legion,  which  was  in- 
violably attached  to  him,  to  their  winter-quarters,  at  a  great 
didance  from  Rome  -,  and  fent  the  third  legion  back  into 
Syria,  and  the  reft  of  the  forces  into  Germany,  to  fervc 
7ranqmRty  under  Cerealis.'     Having  by  thefc  means  quite  broken  the 
Tifiortdi9    power  of  Primus,   and  difburdened  the  city  of  thofe  who 
^^''         were  apt  to  raife  tumults  and  diforder,  Rome  returned  to 
her  former  tranquility,  the  laws  refumed  their  force,  and 
the  magiftrates  their  wonted  funftions  ". 
Domitiam         Domitian,  appearing  for  the  firft  time  in  the  fenate,  fpoke 
^rB  ^tiiu     ^^  ^^^  words,  and  with  great  modefty,  of  the  abfence  of 
to  thtfe"      h^^  father  and  brother,  and  alfo  concerning  his  own  youth 
nt^i.  and  infufficiency.     Then  he  propofed,  that  all  the  honours 

which  had  been  beftowed  on  Galba,  but  afterwards  abro- 
gated by  Otho,  fhould  be  reftored.  Curtius  Montanus 
moved,  that  fome  public  mark  of  honour  (hould  be  likewife 
paid  to  the  memory  of  Pifo.     Th^fathers  ordained  both  5 

t  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  iv.  cap.  39*  "  Idem.  lib.  ▼.  cap.  xx. 

but 


The  Roman  Hiftory.    '  165 

but  of  what  regarded  Pifo,  nothing  was  executed.  In  the 
next  plaee  commiflioners  were  drawn  by  lot,  who  were  to 
caufe  reftitotion  to  be  made  of  whatever  had  been  ufurped 
hj  violence  during  the  war,  and  to  reftrain  the  public  ex- 

Eence&.  To  Tertius  Jolianus,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  that 
e  had  joined  Vefpafian,  the  office  of  prxtor  was  reftored  ; 
biit  Gripbos  (till  retained  the  enfigns  of  that  dignity.  Be- 
fore the  aflembly  broke  up,  one  of  the  fenators,  named  Ju- 
nius Mauricus,  petitioned  Domitian,  that  he  would  impart 
to  the  fenate  the  regifters  of  the  late  emperors^  that  thej 
night  thence  difcover  who  had  foliated  to  be  admitted  ac* 
cttlers^  and  againft  whom :  but  the  young  prince  juiiicioufly 
replied,  that,  in  an  afiair  of  this  fort,  the  fentiments  of  the 
emperor  muft  be  firft  obtained.  However,  P.  Egnatius 
Celer,  the  accufer  of  the  celebrated  Soranus  Barea,  was 
condemned ;  but  Mucianus  haranguing  in  behalf  of  the  in*  Munamu 
formers,  and  exhorting  the  fathers  to  obliterate  the  im-  ^^^/•r 

fireflions  of  all  refentment,  and  forget  the  grievances  arifing  j^  ^^^ 
rom  the  neceility  of  the  late  times>  all  farther  profecmious 
were  dropped  *. 

Tliis  year  Mucianus  ordered  the  fon  of  Vitellius  to  be 
put  to  death,  pretending,  that  civil  difcord  would  never 
ceafe,  unlefs  the  feeds  of  war  were  utterly  extinguiflied* 
He  treated  Antonius  Primus  with  fuch  baughtinefs,  that  AMttmms 
he  forced  him  to  retire  from  Rome,  and  recur  to  Vefpa-  Primms  r#» 
fian,  by  wh<Hn   he  was  received  without  any  particular  ^^^  t^ 
marks  of  friendfliip  or  disfavour,  the  emperor's  mind  being  ^W'/**- 
fwayed,  on  one  fide,  by  the  great  fervices  of  that  com- 
mander; on  the  other,  by  letters  from  Mucianus.    The 
other  courtiers  at  the  fame  time  combined  to  difgra^  him, 
charging  him  with  arrogance,  and  heightening  the  charge 
with  the  enormities  of  his  former  life.     Qe  did  not  fail  10 
create  new  enemies  by  his  haughty  carriage ;  for,  with  ex- 
ceifive  oftentation,  he  ufed  to  recount  his  own  exploits, 
treating  the  other  commanders  with  the  utmoR  contempt, 
efpecially  Csecina,  whom  be  ufed  to  revile  as  a  captive,  and 
a  man  ot  ho  fpirit,  who  had  tamely  fubmitted.    Hence,  by 
degrees,  he  funk  in  his  eharafter ;  but,  from  the  emperor, 
retained  to  the  lad  fome  appearance  of  favour.    Of  him 
we  find  no  farther  mention  made  by  the  ancient  writers. 
Mucianus  like  wife  difplaced  Arrius  Varus,  commander  of 
the  prxtorian  guards  i  but  beftowed  upon  him  another,  that 
of  fupplying  the  city  with  grain,  which  had  been  formerly 
difcharged  by  perfons  of  the  firft  quality.    To  foften  Domiv^ 
tian,  who  had  a  great  kindnefs  for  Varus,  he  beftowed  the 
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(omnftand  of  the  guards  upoa  Arie^nusClemenS)  a  petfon 
nearly  allied  to  the  houfe  of  Vefpafian.  The  father  o£  Ar- 
retinus  had  difchargcd  the  feme  truft  with  great  credit  un- 
der Caligula,  whence  his  o^me  was  in  high  eftinution  with 
the  foldieiy.  The  guards  had  been  hitherto  commanded 
by  a  Roman  knight ;  but  Arretinus  was  by  rank  a  fenator  ^^ 
Vejpafian  VefDafian  continued  at  Alexaiidria,>and  is  faid  to  have 
works  fome  virrought  fom?  miraplea  in  ^^X  city  (I).    Frpm  Alessandria 

7  Tacit.  Hifl:,  lib.  iv,  cap.  $3. 


mir^clfS. 


.  (I)  A  bKnd  man,  well  known 
tt  Alexandria,  prollrating  kimf 
iclf  at  the  pmpcror'^  feet,  im- 
ploring him  tQ  reftore  kim  to 
figbt,  telling  the  prince,  that  k^ 
had  been  warned  by  the  go4 
Serapis  to  repair  to  him,  and 
beg  that^  with  his  fjpittlc^  he 
would  condefqcnd  to  wa^fli  his 
cheeks,   and  the  balh  of  his 
dyes.      Another,  lame  in   his 
hand,  by  the  diretSion  of  the 
fame  god,  prayed  him  to  tread 
upon  It.     Vefpaii^n  at  firft  de- 
lided  them  ;  hut,  as  thay  con- 
tinued to  importunp  him.  He 
began  to  waver,  fearing  on  one 
Jdc  the  imputation  pt  vanity, 
and  OD  the  other  dr^^ws   into 
hopes  through  the  intreatics  of 
the  fuppliants,  and  the  argi|- 
ments  ff"  fiatterers.    At  length, 
confidering  himfelf  as  an  inuru- 
ftitnt  chofcn  by  the  gods  to  ac- 
ceinplifh  tlie  cure,  he  undertook 
tbe  talk  with  a  ekearful  oour- 
tenance  before  a  gvfat  inuki- 
lude,  intent   upon  the  ifiuc. 
Inflantly  th^  lame  hand  reco* 
¥ered  (xdl  ^yengch^  attd  upon 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  light  broke 
in.    Tacitus  affures  us,  that, 
even  in  his  time^  boik   tbefe 
events  continued  to  be  recount- 
ed and  averred  by  thofe  who 
had  l^een  eye-wifhefles  of  them, 
and  could  reap  no  advantage 


from  their  flattery,^  Vefpafian 
was  hence  feized  with  an  eager 
defire  of  viiiting  the  refidence 
pf  the  deity,  in  order  to  coofult 
him  on  the  ilate  and  fortune  of 
the  empire,    JJc  therefore  com- 
oianded  all  to  re(;ire  from  the 
temple,  and  then  entered  him- 
felf,   Whil^  he  was  there«  he 
fuddenly  perceived  one  of  the 
fflrandecs  of  Egypt,  named  Ba- 
nlides,  (landing  by  him,  though 
he  knew  him  to  be  then  at  a 
great  difbnce  from  Alexandria, 
and  con^ned  by  (icknefs.   How- 
ever, he  examined  the  priefts, 
whether  Bafilides  had  that  day 
entered  %hc  temple ;  aflied  fuck 
as  b0  met,  whethei^  he  had  been 
feen  in  the  city ;  then  by  horfC" 
men,  purpofely  difpatched,  he 
learqt,  that  Bafilides  was  at  that 
inftant  eighty  mites  from  thence 
(i),     St.  Auftin,  without que- 
flioning  the  trirth  of  thefe  faft?, 
^tte^d  by  fevtral  writers  of 
gnnvt  authority,  obierves,  that 
Yefpafian,  according  to  TacL- 
tas's  account,  ordered  the  phy- 
ficians  to  examine  iir0»  w^ 
ther  fuch  humenefs  and.Uind- 
nefs  were  curable  by  human 
aid ;  who  reported,  that,  in  tkf 
one,  the  power  of  fight  was  not 
wholly  extinQ,  but  would  re- 
turn,   were  the  obftacles    re- 
moved ;  and,  in  the  other,  th^ 


(i)  T?icit.  Jib,  iy.  cap.  ?i.    P}o,  Ub.  Uvi.  p.  748* 
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be  failed  for  Italy;  and,  having  vifited  in  his  paflage  the  Jrrivam 
ifUnd  oi  Rhodes,  and  feveral  cities  of  Afia  Minor,  landed^  ItAff. 
according  to  Jofephus,  pn  the  fouth  fide  of  the  promontory 
of  lapygia  or  Otranto.    At  Brundufium  be  was  met  by 
Mucianus,  and  a  great  number  of  fenators  and  Roman 
knights ;  and  at  Beneventum  by  his  fon  Domitian.    On 
bis  route  to  Rome,  he  was  received  every  where  with 
Joud  acclamations ;  for  every  one  entertained  an  exalted 
opinion  of  his  virtues,  and  looked  upon  him  as  fent  by  the 
gods  to  reftore  the  empire  to  itsformierluftre  or  tranquility. 
As  he  approached  the  city,  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabit*  Uvmn* 
ants  flocked  out  to  congratulate  and  condud  him  in  tri-  ^'<'^  ^ 
umph  to  the  Capitol,  the  ftreets  through  which  he  pafled     *'•'' 
being  ftrewed  with  flowers,  and  the  whole  city,  like  a  tem- 
ple, filled  with  precious  odours  and  perfumes,     Altars  were 
every  where  raifed,  and  vidiims  flain,  with  fupplications  to 
the  gods,  that  Vefpafian  might  rule  the  empire  many  years, 
and  his  fon  Titus  reign  auer  him ;  that  the  fovereignty 
might  for  ever  remain  in  his  family^  and  Rome  flouriih  Mn* 
der  their  aufpices  and  authority  *. 

Great  expeflations  were  formed  of  Vefpafian  by  all  ranks 
of  men,  and  no  one  was  difappointed  in  his  expe^ation  : 
for  he  made  it  his  whole  bufinefs  to  re-cftabli(h  the  com* 
monwealth,  and  reftore  the  empire  to  its  former  grandeur } 
to  conform  to  the  laws,  and  fee  that  all  others  conformed 
to  them  ;  to  confult  the  good  of  the  whole,  and  of  indivi* 
duals  \  to  prevent  c^preffion,  and  to  puni(b  it ;  to  promote 
virtue,  and  reward  it;  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  the  laws 
by  his  e^cample,  as  well  as  by  his  judgements ;  and  to  me- 
rit the  affedions  and  fidelity  of  the  people,  by  his  paternal 
care  and  impartiality.    His  firfl;  talk  was>  to  revive  the  an-  Ktinws 
cient  difcipline  in  the  army ;  for  the  foldiery  had  abandoned  th$  Mciemt 
themfelves  to  all  manner  of  licentioufncfs,  and  committed  difcipimt^ 
innumerable  diforders,  not  only  in  the  colonies  and  muni- 
cipal towns,  but  in  Rome  itfelf.    He  therefore  difbanded  ^ 

»  Jofeph,  Bell,  Jud.  lib.  vii.  cap.  so* 

Joints  were  only  diftortcd,  and  occafion  exerting  it,  to  eclipfe, 

might  be  reftorcd  with  regular  if  poffible,  the  miracles  wrought 

prelTure.     Hence    St.    Auflin  by  the  apoilles  and  their  diu:i- 

ooncludes,  that  fuch  cures  were  pk8(2)«     As  for  the  vifion  in 

not  above  the  power  of  men,  the  temple,  it  mjj^bt  well  have 

and  muchlefs  above  that  of  the  been  the  effed  or  a  warm  and 

evil  fpirits,  endowed  with  a  fu-  ftrong  imagination, 
perior  koowlege,  and  on  this 

(»}  S«  Aug.  Civit.  Dei,  lib.  x.  cap.  i6. 
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great  numbers  of  them,  efpecially  fuch  as  had  fcrved  under 
Vitellius,  and  had  been  long  inured  to  rapine  and  licen-* 
tioufnefs  ;  in  the  others  he  puniflied  the  leaft  tranrgreffions 
with  the  utmoft  feverity,  A  young  nobleman,  to  whom 
he  had  given  a  confiderable  command,  waiting  upon  him 
to  return  thanks,  and  fmelling  fragrantly  of  rich  oils  and 
pierfumes,  the  emperor,  with  a  voice  exprcfling  his  indig-* 
nation,  told  him,  that  he  had  rather  he  had  fmelt  of  gar- 
lick  \  and  took  away  the  commiffion  which  he  had  eiven 
him  a  few  days  before.  He  was  no  lefs  fevere  with  the 
marines,  who  were  appointed  to  carry  letters  and  difpatches 
from  Pjuteoli  and  Oftia  to  Rome ;  for,  upon  their  petition-? 
ing  him  to  have  fome  allowance,  befides  their  ufiial  pay, 
for  (hoes,  inftead  of  complying  with  their  requeft,  he  or- 
dered, that  for  the  future  they  fhould  difcharge  their  duty 
barefoot ;  and  caufed  thi9  ordina|ice  to  be  im^n^diately  |>u( 
in  execution  •. 
Jtts  eoM'  He  feidom  failed  to  affift  at  the  debates  and  deliberations 

^^Til  ^^  ^^^  fenate,  without  afluming  any  authority  above  th^ 
liu^ti.  other  fenators,  whom  he  frequently  exhorted  to  fpeak  their 
fenciments  with  freedom  5  telling  them,  that  he  had, called 
them  not  blindly  to  approve  what  was  his  will  and  pleafure, 
but  to  receive  their  counfel,  to  truft  and  to  follow  it.  Hav- 
ing taken  upon  him,  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Rome,  the  ofc 
fice  of  cenfor,  he  degraded  fuch  of  the  fenators  and  knights 
as  he  found  unworthy  of  their  dignities  ;  and  fupplied  their 
places  with  fuch  perfons,  either  from  the  colonies  or  prOf 
vinces,  as  were  recommended  to  him  by  men  of  known  in- 
tegrity. By  tbefe  means  he  increaied  the  number  of  fenar 
tors  to  a  thoufand,  which,  by  repeated  maflacres,  had  been 
reduced  to  two  hundred  •*.  He  likewife  ftri£tly  examined 
into  all  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  reformed  innumerable 
abufes  and  grievancesi  appointed  new  judges,  and  caufe4 
the  laws  to  be  digefted  and  reduced  to  a  moderate  compafs. 
He  frequently  adminiftered  juftice  m  the  forum  with  great 
impartiality,  and  univerfal  applaufe. 
EmbiJ"  As  Rome  had  loft  much  of  its  fplendor  by  the  late  con- 

^/bet  iki     flagrations,  and  many  houfes  lay  ftill  in  ruins,   be  com- 
^'  manded  the  proprietors  to  rebuild  them  in  a  limited  time, 

allowing  any  one  to  take  pofleiTion  of  the  ground,  if  the  edir 
dees  were  not  raifed  within  that  term  to  a  certain  height* 
The  Capitol  he  had  ordered  to  be  rebuilt  before  he  left 
Alexandria;  and  appointed  Lucius  Veftinus,  a  Rpman 
knight,  to  dire£i  and  overfee  the  work.  By  hira  were  af- 
fembled  the  foothfayers,  who  declared,  that  the  remains  of 

'  $uet.  cap.  8,  9.  ^  Pip>  lib.  Xtlsu  p.  66^. 
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At  former  temple  fhould  be  removed  into  the  marfhes; 
that  apon  the  fame  foundations  the  new  building  fiiould  be 
raifed  ;  and  th^t  to  the  temple  nothing  new,  except  height^ 
fhould  be  added.  With  this  variation  the  new  .temple  was 
raifed  in  a  (hort  time  ;  and  thi$  alone  was  judged  wanting 
to  the  magnificence  of  the  former.  As  the  late  fire  had  de- 
ftrojred  many  public  records,  he  reftored  three  thoufand  ta- 
bles of  brafs,  which  had  been  melted,  having  with  indefa- 
tigable pains  found  out  their  true  copies.  In  thefe  were  re- 
corded all  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  all  the  ordinances  of 
the  people,  all  treaties,  alliances,  and  privileges,  granted 
to  any  perfon  or  city,  and  all  remarkable  occurrences,  from 
<^e  foundation  of  Rome.  Jn  thefe  and  the  like  ufeful  wocks 
be  expended  great  fums. 

He  was  fo  far  from  feeking  the  deftru£lion  of  any  man^  Hh  tU' 
(hat  he  could  not  behold,  without  Cghs  and  tears,  even  the  ^^"O*  ««rf 
greateft  criminals  led  tp  execution.    To  all  he  was  cour-  ^*^,i^ 
teous  and  affable,  allowing  perfons  of  every  rank  to  accofl  1"^"^^** 
him  with  freedom,  the  gates  of  his  palace  being  kept  con- 
ftantly    open.     Far  from  concealing  the  meannefs  of  his 
former  condition,  he  frequently  difcourfe4  of  it,  and  ufed 
to  deride  thofe  who,  to  flatter  him,  undertook  to  derive  his 
pedigree  from  the  founders  of  Reate,  and  the  companions 
of  Hercules.    He  defpifed  titles,  and,  with  much  di£Gculty» 
was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  that  of  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try •,  a  title  to  which  no  one  had  ever  a  better  claim.     The 
king  of  Parthia  having  written  to  him  thus,  **  Arfaces,  king 
of  kings,  to  Flavins  Vefpafianus ;"   he,  without   finding 
fault  with  the  title,  or  refenting  it  as  an  affront,  direded 
his  anfwer  thus ;  **  Flavins  Vefpafianus,  to  Arfaces,  king 
of  kings ;"  (hewing  thereby  in  what  contempt  he  held  fuch 
titles.    He  was  fo  far  from  being  dazzled  with  the  fplendor 
of  public  honours,  that,  when  he  triumphed  with  his  fon 
Titus  over  the  Jews,  being  quite  fatigued  with  the  length 
of  t,hat  ceremony,  he  was  heard  to  fay,  that  he  defervedly 
fuffered  for  having,  at  his  age,  defired  a  triumph,  as  if  fuch 
an  honour  had  ever  been  due  to  his  anceftors,  or  hoped  for  , 
by  himfeif.     He  bore  with  incredible  patience  the  many 
lampoons  that  were  difperfed  all  over  the  town,  refleSing 
upon  h'is  avarice  ^  and  the  inve£tives  of  the  philofopherst 
.  whon^  he  h^id  b^niihed  the  city  (K).    He  gave  no  ear  to 

(K)  Oae  of  thefe,  2\.  Cynip,  fiead  of  chailifing  him  for  his 

named  Demetrius,  meeting  him  infolent  behaviour,    contented 

pne  day  out  of  town,   reviled  himfeif  with  telling  him,  that 

him  In  a  mod  outrageous  man-  he  was  a  Cynic  indeed. 


^er ;  but  the  good  j^m|>eror,  in- 


whif* 
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whifpcrers,  nor  ever  put  any  one  to  deaths  whofe  CFiix^ee 
were  not  notorious,  and .  plainly  proved  (L).    Though  lo- 
veral  confpiracies  were  formed  againft  him,  yet  he  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  punifh  the  confpirators  with  de^th^ 
faying,  that  they  deferred  rather  pity  than  puni&mentj 
fincc  they  knew  not  what  a  burden  the  empire  was.     He 
took  the  daughter  of  Vitellius,  his  inveterate  enemy,  under 
his  protedion,  married  her  into  a  noble  family,  and  allow^ed 
her  a  large  dower. 
Bifirgtts        He  never  fought  to  revenge  the  affronts  which  he  had 
nymries»      fuffered  in  the  reign  of  Nero  ;  but  generoufly  forgave  all 
who  had  injured  or  reviled  him.     Being  in  that  prince's 
reign  forbid  the  court,  he  had  recourfe  to  Phoebus,  the  em- 
peror's freedman,  aiking  him,  whither  he  fljould  go.    Phae- 
bus  returned  him  no  other  anfwer,  but  that  he  might  go 
hang  himfelf  J  and  thruft  him  out  of  his  room.   The  freed* 
man  coming  to  implore  his  pardon  after  he  was  made  em- 
peror, Vefpafian  was  provoked  no  farther,  than  to  bid  him 
be  gone  in  the  fame  terms.    Though  Mucianus  aflumed  far 
greater  authority  than  was  fuitabic  to  the  rank  of  a  private 
man,  and  behaved  with  much  haughtinefs  towards  the  em- 
peror, boaftjng,  that  in  his  own  hands  he  had  held  the 
empire,  but  freely  beftowed  k  upon  Vefpafian  5  yet  the  em- 
peror never  rebuked  him  but  in  private  5  and  having  once 
complained  of  him  to  a  common  friend,  he  ended  his 
Complaints  with  thefe  remarkable  words  j  *^  For  I  myfelf 
am  but  a  man,  and  confequently  not  free  from  blame  *.** 
Jsgene'  The  only  fault  with  which  he  is  charged  by  the  ancients, 

^^  d  *^  ^'^  immoderate  love  of  money,  which  he  wa^not  aihamed 
«r^«ir«.  ^o  procure  by  means  altogether  unworthy  of  a  great  prince. 
rue.  He  not  only  revived  the  old  impofitions  ^nd  taxes,  which 

had  been  fuppreffed  by  Galba ;  but  loaded  the  provinces 
with  new  tributes  :  he  bought  commodities,  that  he  might 
fell  them  to  advantage  *,  and  defcended  to  fome  very  low 
and  unufual  imports,  laying  one  even  upon  urine  \  which 
gave  occafion  to  his  fon  Titus  to  remonftrate  againtl  the 
meannefs  of  fuch  an  impofition ;  but  he,  prefenting  the 
firft  money  that  accrued  from  chat  tax  to  his  fon,  aiked 
him,  whether  the  fmell  offended  him.     Neither  did  he 

«  Suet,  cap,  8,  9,  11,  11,  14, 

(L)  His  friends  having  be-  ful,  adding  pleafantly,  **  When 

fought  him  to  beware  ot  Mc-  he  is  invefted  with  the  fovc- 

tiusPompoftanus,  who  was  born,  rcignty,  he  will,  I   hope;  rc^ 

theyfaid,  undera  conftellation  member  my  friendihip,  and  re- 


that  promifed  him  the  empire,    quite  it.** 
he  immediately  named  himcon- 


fcrupte 
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feruple  the  felling  of  any  office^,  nor  pardoning  any  crimi* 
nal,  however  enormous  his  offences  were,  provided  he  could 
with  a  funa  of  money  redeem  himfelf  from  the  deferved  pu- 
pifiimentf     He  is  faid  to  have  preferred  to  the  moft  profit- 
able employments  fqch  of  his  officers  as  were  noted  for  their 
ayarice  and  rapacioufnefs,  and  to  have  made  ufe  of  them  as 
ijponges,   **  by  wetting  them  when  they  were  dry,  and 
i^ueezing  them  when  they  were  wet  \^    ne  often  ftrove  to  Sevemi 
difguife  his  avarice  by  a  joke.    Thus  certain  ambafladors  '^f»^f* 
having  acquainted  him,  that  by  the  council  of  their  nation,  ^  ^^* 
a  conGderable  fum  of  money  was  decreed  for  erefting  him 
a  ftatue  in  the  form  of  a  coloflbs,  **  Here  is  the  bafis  (faid 
he,   ftretching  out  his  hand)  j  l^y  the  money  down  nerc, 
and  the  ftatue  is  reared  ^L).*' 

Some  writers  think,  tnat  be  was  naturallv  covetous ;  and 
tell  us,  that  he  was  upbraided  with  avarice  oy  an  old  herdf- 
man,  who,  earneftly  intreating  the  emperor,  upon,  his  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  empire,  to  grant  him  his  liberty  without  ran- 
fom,  and  being  denied  it,  cried  out  fo  as  to  be  heard  by  the 
whole  multitude,  **  The  wolf  may  change  his  hair,  but  not 
his  qualities."  Other  authors  excufe  him  on  account  of  the  ^^  h  ^"^ 
urgent  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  and  the  emptinefs  of  the  ex-  /^^'^'^^^ 
chequer,  when  he  firft  came  ta  the  government ;  for  he  then  imputation^ 

fublicly  declared  in  the  fenate,  that  the  republic  could  not 
ubfift  without  a  fupply  of  a  hundred  and  forty  millions  of 
fefterces.  This  is,  by  the  generality  of  writers,  thought 
tbc  TOPft  prpbj^ble  opinion,  becaufe  he  always  employed  bis 

^  Suet,  in  V^fp,  cap.  16. 

(If)   One  of  his   favourites  peror) ;  for  the  peffon,  whom 

having  one  day  begged  of  him  you   recommended,   proves  in 

f  he     luperintepdence    of    his  the  end  to  be  my  brother,  and 

houlhold  for  one  whom  he  pre«>  not  your* s."    One  da^,  while 

tended  to  be  his  brother,  the  he  was  travelling  in  a  litter,  the 

emperor  evaded  his  requefl  for  muleteer  flopped,    under  pre* 

the  prefent ;  and,  fending  after-  tence  of  having  his  mules  (hoed, 

wards  for  the  periipin  whom,  he  but  in  reality  to  give  an  oppor- 

had  recommended,  he  received  tunity  to  a  perfon  of  accofting 

of  him  the  fum,  which  was  to  the  emperor,  and  craving  fome 

have  been  paid  to  the  other  for  favour.     Of  this  Vefpafiau  was 

his  intereff,  and  heftowed  on  a pprifcd^  and  therefore,  having 

.    him  the  employment.     When  plcafantly    aiked  the  muleteer 

the  favourite  returned  to  folicit  what  he  had  received  for  fhoe- 

in  behalf  of  his  pretended  bro-  iog  his  mules,  he  obliged  him 

ther,  **  You  muft  find  out  an-  to  account  for  half  the  fum  (i)* 
tth^r  brother  (anfwered  the  em- 

^1)  Suet,  in  VctTp.  cap.  16. 
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revenue  to  great  and  noble  purpofes,  and  laid  it  out  vritK 
uncommon  generofity.    His  public  works  and  edifices  were 
very  expenfive ;  his  prcfents  and  penfions  numerous  \  his 
feails  and  entertainments  frequent  and  magnificent.     He 
fupported  a  great  number  of  poor  fenators ;  allowed  five 
hundred  thoufand  fefterces  a-year  to  every  decayed  confu- 
lar ;  reftorcd  to  their  former  luftre  a  gteat  many  towns,  that 
had  been  ruined  by  fire  or  earthquakes ;  and  repaired  the 
public  roads  and  aquedu£ls.    He  was  a  great  encourager  of 
learnings  and  the  nrd  who  fettled  falaries  upon  the  profe& 
fors  of  rbttorici  to  be  paid  yearly  out  of  the  exchequer*.  . 
He  invited  to  Rome,  with  liberal  allowances,  not  only  the  ; 
moft  celebrated  poets,  but  facb  artificers  and  workmen  as 
were  famous  in  any  part  of  the  world.     Of  the  latler^  one 
{killed  in  mechanics  having  offered  to  convey  certain  co- 
lumns of  vaft  weight  into  the  capital  at  a  very  fmall  charge, 
the  emperor  rewarded  him  for  his  invention ;  but  would 
not  employ  him,  faying,  we  niuft  not  debar  the  common 
people  from  earning  their  livelihood  *.    Such  was  in  general 
the  condu£l  of  Vefpafian.     We  fhaJl  now  proceed  to  the 
mofl  remarkable  ad^ions  of  his  idgn,  digefted  according  to 
the  order  of  time. 

Though  Vefpafian  had,  during  his  firft  confulffiip,  rc- 
ftored  Rome  to  her  former  tranquillity,  yet  he  did  riot  re- 
fign  the  fafces  on  the  firft  of  January  ;  but  choofing  for  his 
colleague  M.  Cocceius  Nerva,  afterwards  emperor,  conti- 
nued to  difcharge  that  office  till  the  calends  of  March,  when 
he  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Domitian,  as  was  Nerva  by  Q. 
Pedius  Caftus.  This  year  Titus  having,  by  the  taking  ^ 
Jerufalem,  entirely  reduced  the  Jewifli- nation,  returr>eci  to 
Rome  ;  where  he  was  received  with  all  pofTible  demonftra* 
tions  of  joy,  and  honoured  with  a  triumph,  which  was  de- 
creed by  the  fenate  both  to  him  and  bis  father ;  for  Vefpa* 
fian  had  begun  that  war  with  great  fuccefs.  They  both 
triumphed  about  the  latter  end  of  April,  difplaying  on  that 
occafion  all  the  wealth  of  the  Jcwifh  nation.  To  Titus 
was  likewife  decreed  a  triumphal  arch,  defcribing  his  noble 
exploits  ;  which  continues  to  this  day  almoft  entire,  as  a 
iafling  monument  of  his  viGories  over  the  Jews.  The  tri- 
umph was  no  fooner  over,  than  Vefpafian  commanded  the 
temple  of  Janus  to  be  fhut,  a  profound  peace  now  reigning 
in  every  j^art  of  the  empire.  Soon  after,  he  began  the  tem- 
ple of  Peace,  which  being  finiHied  in  four  years,  the  fpoils 
of  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  wer^  there  depofited.  I'itus, 
before  his  arrival  at  Rome,  had  b^^ n  honoured  by  his  father 


«  Sact.  in  Vefp.  cap.  17,  iS. 
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^di  the  jtkle  of  emperor,  and  taken  for  his  colleague  in 

the  tribunitial  power ;  fo  that  being,  in  a  manner,  his  part-  ^'T*'     ^ 

ner  in  the  empire,  he  difcharged  all  the  funftions  of  fo-  ^f^ulS 

▼ereignty.    He  even  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  p9W4r% 

praetorian  guards,  by  which  means  that  office  became,  as 

Aurelius  Viftor  obferves,  the  mod  honourable  employment 

in  the  whole  empire. 

Cefennius  Paetus,  whom  Vcfpafian  had  appointed  goverr 
nor  of  Syria  in  the  room  of  Mucianus,  having  written  to 
the  emperor,  that  Antiochus,  king  of  Comagene,  and  bis 
Ton  JEpiphanes,  had  held  private  conferences  with  Volo- 

5efesj  king  of  the  Parthians,  and  were  difpofed  to  revolt 
Tom  the  Romans>  the  emperor,  without  examining  the 
chargej  which  Jofephus  fufpefts  to  have  been  quite  ground- 
fefs,  allowed  Paetus  to  take  what  meafures  he  thought  moft 
proper.      In  confequence  of  this  permiffion,  Paetus,  who 
bore  fome  private  animofity  to  Antiochus,  entered  his  do- 
minions in  a  hoftile  manner ;  and  being  joined  by  Arifto- 
bulus,  king  of  Chalcis^  and  Sohemus>  king  of  Emefus^ 
feized  Samofata,  the  metropolis  of  Comagene,  defeated 
Epiphanes  and  Callinicus,  the  two  fons  of  Antiochus,  and 
obliged  the  king  himfelf  to  take  (helter  in  Cilicia,  where  he 
poilefled   fome   domains.      The   young  princes   found  a 
iafe  afylum  at  the  court  of  Vologefes,  who  entertained 
them  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  rank;  but  Antiochus 
was,  by  order  of  Paetus,  feized  in  Cilicia,  and  loaded  with 
chains,  a  circumftance  which  Vefpafian  no  fooner  knew, 
than  he  commanded  him  to  be  fet  at  liberty.     His  kingdom,  Comagene 
however,  was  reduced  to  a  Roman  province,  known  by  the  ^^^^^^^ 
name  of  Auguiteuphratefiana,  or  Euphratefiana,  becaufe  f^f^^* 
it  extended  along  the  Euphrates*     Antiochus  was  allowed 
to  retire  to  Lacedaemon,  whence  he  removed  foon  after  to 
Rome  'f  where  both  he  and  his  two  fons,  whom  Vefpafian 
[        took  under  his  proteftion,  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
I        Parthian  king,  were  fupported  fuitable  to  their  rank  at  the 
pubbc  charge  ^  , 

In  tbe  following  year,  Domitian  being  conful  the  fecond  VtJ^afi^ 
time,  with  Valerius  Meilalinus,  Vefpafian  reduced  Greece,  ^^^^f* 
which  Nero  had  declared  free,  and  likewifc  Lycia,  Rhodes,  ^^''^'* 
Byzantium,  Samos,  Thrace,  and  Cilicia,  to  Roman  pro- 
vinces, alleging,  that  they  were  no  longer  capable  of  liber- 
ty, fince  they  only  made  ufe  of  it  to  undo  themfelves  by 
their  inteftine  diffenfions.     This  year  Vefpafian  condemned  , 
to  banifliment  the  celebrated  Helvidius  Prifcus.    He  was 

f  Jofeph.  lib.  vii.  cap.  9.  &  Ub«  vi.  cap«  S9«    Sost.  lib,  viii*  cap.  S* 
CItroo.  Aiexandr.  p.  587. 

Si  native 
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HiMdms    3  native  6^  Terracinsi|  and  the  fon  of  a  centiirlon  i  t)Ut,  by 
Frifem       his  fliining  talents,  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  Rome. 
hmi/M*     When  he  was  very  youngs  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy 
of  philofophy,  not,  as  many  did  in  thofe  dayj,  to  difguife 
indolence  under  a  pompous  name,  but  in  order  to  engage 
in  the  public  adminiftration  with  a  mind  fortified  againfl\ 
all  difafters.     Before  he  had  rifen  higher  than  the  quaeftor- 
Ihip,  he  was  chofen  by  the  famous  Thrafea  Faetus  for  a 
hufband  to  his  daughter.    From  the  chafadier  of  his  wife's 
father  he  copied  nothing  fo  ftudiouily,  as  his  undaunted  li- 
berty in  fpeaking  his  fentiments,  never  to  be  fliaken  by  fear, 
and  ever  immoveable  in  what  he  judged  conducive  to  the 
public  welfare.     When  Thrafea  was  condemned,  he  was 
driven  into  exile,  but  recalled  by  Galba,  and  honoured  by 
Vefpafian^  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  with  the  praetor- 
fliip.     He  fpoke  with  great  freedom  in  the  fenatc  againft 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  Galba,  Otho,  and  VitelHus ) 
neither  did  he  fpare  Vefpafian,  but  inveighed  againft  him 
with  as  much  bitternefs  as  his  father-in-law  had  ever  fpoke 
HisJIrangi  againft  Nero.     The  emperor,  however,  patiently  bore  with 
hikannour*   him,  till  he  began  openly  to  folemnize  the  birth-day  of 
Brutus  and  that  of  Caflius  \  to  encourage  the  people  to  fol-* 
low  their  example,  and  attempt  the  recovcrv  of  their  an- 
cient liberty :  then  Vefpafian  caufed  him  to  De  feized  j  but 
foon  after  difmiflcd  him  unhurt,  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
all  his  friends.     Helvidius,  forgetful  of  the  kindnefs  the 
emperor  had  fhewn  him,  purfued  his  former  courfe ;  and 
was  again  accufed,  and  condemned  to  banifiiment.     As  h^ 
could  not  refrain,  even  in  the  place  of  his  exile,  from  ex- 
claiming with  great  bitternefs  againft  the  emperor,  he  was 
Isfentinctd  ^^  length  by  the  fenate  fentenced  to  death.     Vefpafian  en- 
to  dioth  by  deavoured  to  fave  him,  and  fcnt  orders  to  countermand  the 
thefenati^    execution ;  but  they  came  too  late,  Mucianus  having  de- 
cuteJ^^'     tained  the  meffengers,  under  various  pretences,  tiU  the  fen- 

tence  was  put  in  execution  s. 
The  la/9  Vefpafian  being  conful  the  fifth  time,  and  Titus  the  third, 

cgnjuj.  nothing  memorable  happened  during  their  adminiftration, 
except  the  cenfus,  which  was  performed  by  them  in  quality 
of  cenfors,  the  emperor  having  taken  his  fon  for  his  col- 
league in  that  dignity.  This  is  the  laft  cenfus  we  find  men- 
tioned in  hiftory  ^.  They  both  retained  the  fafces  till  the 
calends  of  April  of  the  following  year,  when  Vefpafian  re- 
figued  them  to  Oomitian,  and  Titus  to  Mucianus.  At  this 
period  the  emperor  confecrated  the  temple  of  Peace,  and 

8  Dio,  in  Excerpt,  Val>  p.  705*  col.  66.  p.  750.    Saetoa.  cap.  151 
Plin.  lib.  vii.  ep.  19.  b  Cenforinus  de  did  natali,   . 

r^fed 
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raifed  a  coleffus  of  brafs  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high, 
which  had  been  defigned  for  Nero ;  but  inftead  of  his  head, 
that  of  Titus  was  placed  upon  it,  or,  as  others  aflert,  the 
figure  of  the  Sun  *.  In  the  two  following  years,  Vefpafian 
being  conful  the  feventh  and  eighth  time,  and  Titus  the 
fifth  and  fixth,  nothing  happened  at  Rome,  or  in  any  part 
of  the  empire,  which  authors  have  thought  worth  tranf- 
mitting  to  pofterity. 

L.  Ceionius  Commodus  and  D.  Novius  Prifcus  being  con-  Jurms 
fuls,  the  celebrated  Cncius  Julius  Agricola  was  fent  into  AgrkoUL 
Britain^to  govern  that  province  in  the  room  of  Julius  Fron-  f^**^^ 
tinus.     As  we  (hall  have  frequent  occafion  to  fpeak  of  this  ^'■^^•'•* 
renowned  commander,  we  ihall  here  briefly  recount  his 
courfe  of  life  and  purfuits,  before  he  diftinguiihed  himfelf 
by  his  memorable  exploits  in  this  ifland.     He  was  born  in  His  Inrtk^ 
the  colony  of  Forojulium,  now  Frejus,  in  Narbonne  Gaul^  edn^atwtp 
and  both  his  grandfathers  were  procurators  to  the  emperors ; 
a  dignity  peculiar  to  the  equeftrian  order.    His  father,  Julius 
Graecinus,  was  a  fenator  famous  for  his  eloquence  and  phi- 
lofophy,  put  to  death  by  Caligula  for  refufing  to  accufe 
Marcus  Silanus.     His  mother,  Julia  Agricola,  a  woman  re- 
markable for  her  modefty,  brought  him  up  in  his  tender 
J  ears  under  her  eye,  and  with  great  care.   In  his  early  youth 
e  ftudi^d  philofophy  and  law  in  the  city  of  Marfeilles,  with 
more  affiduity,  as  he  himfelf  ufed  to  declare,  than  became  a 
Roman,  and  a  fenator,  till  the  difcretion  of  his  mother  check- 
ed his  ardour.  Reafon  and^age  afterwards  qualified  his  heat ; 
fo  that  he  contented  himfelf  with  a  limited  meafure  of  phi- 
lofophy.    He  learned  the  firfl:  rudiments  of  war  in  Britain, 
under  Suetonius  Paulinus,  one  of  the  greateft  commanders 
of  his  age,  by  whom  he  was  dillinguiflieci  Math  particular 
marks  of  friendfbip  and  efteem.     He  was  not  one  of  thofe 
young  men  who  turn  warfare  into  riot ;  but  ftudied  to  ac- 
quaint himfelf  with  the  province,  to  be  known  to  the  army, 
to  learn  of  fuch  as  had  experience,  to  follow  fuch  as  were 
worthy  and  brave,  to  feek  for  no  exploits  from  oftentation, 
to  refufe  none  through  fear.     He  would  not  affume  the 
title  and  office  of  tribune,  till  he  thought  himfelf  well  qua- 
lified for  that  command :  neither  did  he  make  ufe  of  it,  as* 
many  did  in  thofe  days>  to  indulge  his  pleafures  with  more 
liberty,  or  to  abfent  himfelf  from  duty ;  but  to  encourage 
others,  by  his  example,  to  bear  with  patience  the  toils  at- 
tending the  profeffion  of  arms.     As  Paulinus  was  engaged  ' 
in  a  dangerous  war  with  the  Britons,  Agricola  had  an  op- 

*  Plin.  lib.  xxxiv.  cap,  ft  _ 

■     portunity 


If6  The  tbman  Hifioty. 

porUtntty  of  improviog  himfelf  in  the  knowkge  of  militatf 
af&irs  under  fo  great  a  mafter. 
Hispr^iT*      Departing  from  Britain  to  Rome,  to  enter  upon  the  pub- 
mtaiu        lie  offices,  he  was  firft  fent  into  Afia  as  qUaeftor,  where  he  fa  ad , 
SalviusTitianus  for  proconful,but  neither  the  province,  in  it- 
felf  very  rich,  nor  Titianus,  though  bent  upon  all  a6l8  of  ra- 
pine, and  ready,  upon  the  fmalleft  encouragement,  to  have 
Eurchafed  a  mutual  connivance  in  iniquity,  corrupted  his  pro* 
ity.    He  was  afterwards  created  tribune  of  the  people;  but 
paiTed  the  year  of  his  tribunefhip  in  repofe  and  inadivity, 
well  appriled,  that,  under  Nero,  floth  was  the  heft  fecurity. 
With  the  like  indolence  he  held  the  prsetorfhip,  exhibiting, 
however,  as  was  incumbent  upon  the  prsetors,  public  (ports, 
according  to  the  meafure  of  his  wealth,  not  favouring  of 
prodigality,  but  ftill  deferving  popular  applaufe.     Being  af- 
terwards appointed  by  Galba  to  furvey  the  gifts  and  obla- 
tions belonging  to  the  temples,  by  a  diligent  fearch,  he  pro- 
cured full  reftitution  of  all,  except  what  had  been  facrile- 
gioufly  taken  away  by  Nero.     In  the  year  following,  his 
mother  was  killed  by  the  foldiers  of  Otho^  upon  her  eftate 
at  Intemelium,  now  Ventimiglia ;  and  the  eftate  itfelf  plun- 
.  dered,  with  great  part  of  her  treafure,  which  had  proved 
the  caufe  of  the  murder.   As  Agricola  haftened  from  Rome, 
to  folemnize  her  funeral,  he  received  intelligence  upon  the 
road,  that  Vefpafian  had  aflumed  the  title  of  emperor,  and 
inftantly  efpoufed  his  party.    Upon  his  return  from  Inte- 
melium, he  was  employed  by  Mucianus  to  levy  forces;  and, 
I  as  he  difcharged  that  truft  with  great  uprightnefs  and  fide- 

lity, he  was  preferred  to  the  command  of  the  twentieth  le- 
gion, then  in  Britain,  their  own  commander  being  found 
void  of  authority  to  keep  them  to  their  duty.  Vettius  Bo- 
lanus  was  at  that  time  governor  of  Britain;  but,  as  he  ruled 
with  great  gentlenefs,  Agricola  had  no  opportunity  of  dif- 
/  tinguiftiing  himfelf  by  any  military  exploits.     Bolanus  was 

fucceeded  by  Petilius  Cerealis,  who  attacked  the  Brigantes, 
the  moft  powerful  people  of  the  whole  ifland ;  and,  after 
many  encounters,  fome  of  which  proved  very  bloody,  held 
moft  part  of  their  country  by  conqueft,  or  continued  to 
ravage  it  by  war.     Under  him  Agricola  had  opportunities 
to  diiplay  his  valour  and  abilities. 
Rai/eJtfi         Upon  his  return  from  Britain,  where  h^  had  commanded 
thi  rank  of  a  legion,  he  was  by  Vefpafian  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  patri- 
apatri  ■       cian,  and  afterwards  appointed  governor  of  Aquitain ;  which 
HonounJ     ^^^^  ^^  difcharged  with  great  juftice  and  ability.     He  was 
with  thi     after  three  years  recalled,  and  honoured  with  the  conful- 
tMfit^ip,    (hip ;  which  office  he  enjbyed  during  the  two  laft  months  of 
the  preceding  year.    Before  he  ended  his  confulfiiip,  he 

con- 


^chtihaded  his  daughter  to  Tacitus  the  hiftoriah,  who  was 

yet  very  young,  and  gave  her  to  him  in  marriage  as  foon 

as  hfK  had  refigned  the  fafces.    He  was  then  immediately  FrtMtidu 

promoted  to  the  government  of  Britain,  and  at  the  fame  ^^fgvvvm^ 

time  honoured  with  the  pontifical  dignity  K  ?'?/  V      . 

Vdfoafian  being  conful  the  ninth  time,  atid  Titus  the  '^^^^^^ 
feven^,  Julius  Sabinus,  who,  as  we  have  already  related, 
had  canfed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  C^far,  Was  at  length 
difcovered,  feized,  and  put  to  death.  After  his  defeat,  he  Thiodvtm^ 
had  fled  to  his  country-dwelling,  andfet  it  on  fire,  in  order  twresojjur 
to  raife  a  report,  that  he  had  periflied  :  and  indeed  he  was  ''*'  **^^* 
there  believed  to  have  fuflfered  a  voluntary  death ;  but  he  *"'* 
lay  concealed  with  his  treafures  (for  he  was  immenfely  rich) 
in  a  cave,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  dug  in  a  folitary  place^ 
and  which  was  known  only  to  two  of  his  freedmen,  upon 
whofe  fidelity  he  could  depend.  He  might  have  eafily  with- 
drawn into  Germany  \  but  could  not  prevail  tipon  himfelf 
to  abandon  his  wife  Empona,  whom  he  tenderly  loved« 
Sabinus  did  not  for  fonle  time  even  undeceive  his  wife  ) 
who  folemnized  his  exequies  with  great  pomp,  bewailed 
him  with  many  tears,  and  ^t  laft,  no  longer  able  to  bear  the 
lofs  of  her  hufband,  refolved  not  x,o  outlive  him,  and  began 
to  abftain  from  all  food.  Alarmed  at  this  refolution,  Sa<« 
binus,  by  means  of  Martialis,  one  of  his  freedmen,  in- 
formed  her,  that  he  was  ftill  alive;  and  acquainted  her  with 
the  place  where  he  lav  concealed,  cautioning  her  at  the  fame 
time  to  fupprefs  her  joy,  left  the  fecret  might  be  thence  be* 
trayed.  Empona,  though  in  the  utmoft  tranfports  of  joy^ 
continued  to  lament  him  as  dead ;  but,  in  the  mean  time^ 
pafied  great  part  of  the  night  with  him^  and  fometimes 
whole  weeks,  pretending  bufinefs  in  the  country.  She  had 
even  two  children  by  him,  who  were  born  and  brought  up 
in  the  cave.  She  concealed  the  whole  with  exemplary  fi- 
delity, and  wonderful  addrefs :  (he  even  found  means  to 
convey  him  in  difguife  to  Rome,  upon  what  motive  we 
know  not,  and  from  thence  back  to  his  cave. 

After  he  had  pafled  nine  years  in  this  condition,  he  was  Hi  is  dif* 
at  length  difcovered  by  fomeperfons,  who  narrowly  watch-  c9V€red% 
cd  his  wife,  upon  her  being  frequently  abfent,  and  followed 
her  to  the  cave,  without  being  difcovered.  Sabinus  was 
immediately  feized,  and  fent  to  Rome,  loaded  with  chain s, 
together  with  his  wife,  who,  throwing  heffelf  at  the  em- 
peror's feet,  and  prefenting  to  him  her  two  children,  en- 
deavoured with  her  tears  and  entreaties  to  move  jhim  to 
compaffion.    Vefpafian  could  not  forbear  weeping  at  fo 

k  Tacit,  Yit.  Agric  ca^  9. 
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mmdpiau  moving  an  ph]t€t\  but  hey^rthelefiy  cpn4emne4  bpth  bi9^ 
dtaih  with  jmd  her  hu(band,  and  caufed  themi  to  be  Ipon  after  ex^ecuted^ 
AUwiji.     The  two  children  were  fayed,  aaci  with  grg^it  care  l^roi^llt 

up  at  the  public  expenpe. 

C>r^  ««</      Not  long  after  the  execution  of  Sabjnus,  A^c^^^  Q?^m^ 

en/tire       ^^  whom  we  have  often  fpo)tcn  in  the  reign  of  VitelliH^*  %na 

^mgainjlfej'  Eprius  Marcellus,  an  abandoned  accafcr  in  the  reign  (^Nfinr 

fafian  %       rO|  entered  into  a  confpiracy  agamft  the  emperoTi  arvi  4f^W 

into  it  great  numbers  of  the  prxtorian  guaMs :  bu^  before 

the  confinracy  was  ripe  for  execution,  one  of  tfte  con^ir^ 

tors  betrayed  the  whole  to^itusy  and  even  djeUvered  a  copy 

of  the  fpeech  which  Caecina  was  to  pronoi^nce  to  tbe  fpp 

diers  after  the  aflaffinationt  written  with  his  own  bw4r 

hni^^P"^  This  was  fufficient  evidence;  and  therefore  Titos»  thei^gl)|: 

H  oiatk.      after  this  difcovery,  having  invited  Caecina  to  fupper,  Cj^i^4 

him,  without  any  farther  enquiry  or  trial,  tp  be  mur^re4 

in  the  banqueting-room^    Marcellus  wa^  trii^d  an4  <fOii«*> 

demned  by  the  fenate  ;  bi^t  prevented  the  execution  of  th^ 

fentence,  by  cutting  his  throat  with  a  razor  ^     Before  Vef^ 

pafian  refigned  the  conful&ip>  be  was  feized  with  a  pain  b^ 

his  bowels^  which  obliged  him  to  repair  from  Campaziiat 

where  he  then  was,  to  Home;  and  from  tbence  to  CutyliSft 

his  paternal  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Reate,  whidk 

be  vifited  every  fummer,  in  order  to  drink  certain  waterSs 

in  great  reputation  on  account  of  their  extreme  coolne£s« 

Here  he  was  feized  firft  with  a  fever,  and  afterwards  with 

a  flux,  occafioned  by  the  immoderate  ufe  of  cold  water^ 

which  brought  him  lo  low,  that  all  about  him  began  to  dt* 

fpair  of  his  recovery.     However,  he  ftill  attended  buiine(S| 

received  ambafladors,  and  gave  audienqe  to  his  minifters. 

Once,  as  he  found  himfelf  ready  to  faint^  "  If  I  am  not 

miftaken,  (he  cried  out),  I  am  going  to  be  a  god,"  ridiculing 

the  cuftom  of  the  Roman?,  who  placed  their  emperors,  a^ 

ter  death,  in  the  number  of  their  gods^and  honquredthem 

with^  divine  worfhip.    Upon  the  approach  of  4eath,  he 

cried  out  with  his  ufual  bravery  and  refolwtion,  **-  An  cm-' 

peror  ought  to  die  ftanding :"  but  while  he  endeavoured  to 

Yr.  of  Fl.  rife,  he  expired  in  t^e  ^rms  of  his  atterjdapts.     His  deaths 

»4»8«      happened  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Jupe,  in  the  feventy*) 

V  C  l\  eighth  year  of  the  Chriftian  ,«ra,  after  he  had  lived  fixty- 

'    '    ^  '  nine  years,  feven  months,  and  feven  days,  and  rcigne4 

7hg  death    ^^^  Y^^irs,  fix  days  excepted,  from  the  time  he  was  pro^ 

e/f^e/pa-     claimed  emperor  in  the  city  of  Alexandria. 

/an.         ^      His  death  was  univerfaljy  lamented ;  an4  his  memorj 

i^Atf.    '  gratefully  preferved  by  fuch  as  were  true  frieiids  to  their 

J  Suett  in  Tit.  cap*  6.    Dio,  lib.  Ixvi.  p.  75a.    Tacit*  Hift.  lib.  if. 
cap.  6. 
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In  war,  he  was  next  to  Julius  Caefar,  tni  to  Au- 
gaftus  in  peace ;  ^nd  fecmed  to  have  been  raifed  by  Provi- 
dence to  preferve  the  empire  from  utter  deftruSion.  Grcat- 
ticfs  and  majefty,  fays  Rlihy,  wrought  no  alteration  in  him, 
Bat  that  bf  making  his  pofwer  of  doing  good  anfwerable  to 
hii  will.  He  was  the  fccand  Roman  emperor,  if  not  the 
firft,  who  died  a  natural  death ;  and  the  firft  who  was  fuc« 
cecdcd  by  his  fon.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  confident^ 
that  the  empire  was  by  the  laws  of  fate  deftined  to  him,  and 
his  pofterity^  that  he  afSrmcd  in  the  fenate,  he  fhould,  in 
0{ypb{ition  to  all  plots  and  cohfpiracies,  retain  the  fovereign- 
ty  to  his  death,  and  be  fucc^ededin  it  by  his  two  fons.  His 
obficquies  were  performed  with  extraordinary  pomp  by  Ti- 
tus (N^ 

Vefpafian  founded  various  colonies  in  different  parts  of  Hucokm 
tike  empire  \  one  at  Emmaus,  about  fixty  furlongs  from  Je-  ««''• 
rufalem,  to  which  place  he  gve  the  name  of  Nicopolis,  or 
the  City  ofVifkorj ;  one  at  Csefareai  which  was  from  him 
called  Flaviana,  -^ixh  the  addition  of  Prima,  as  being  the  firit 
in  dignity  of  all  the  cities  In  Palaeftine.  Deyelte,  or,  as 
fbme  c^ll  it,  Deulte,  in  Thracey  Sinope  in  Pontus,  and  Fla* 
viobrigia  in  Spain,  now  Bilbao,  are  by  fome  writers  rec- 
kbned  among  the  colonies  founded  by  Vefpafian  *•  Nea- 
polis  in  Samaria,  called  formerly  Sichem,  Samofata  the  ca- 
pital of  Comagene,  Tripolis  in  Phoenicia,  Chalcis  and  Plji* 
ladelphia  in  Syria,  Cyrene  in  Libya,  Critia  in  Bithynia,  and 
Eumenea  itt  Phrygia,  bore  each  the  name  of  Flaviana; 
whence  fome  writers  conclude  Roman  colonies  to  have  been 
icttltd  in  all  thefe  cities,  either  by  Vefpafian  himfelf,  or 
one  of  his  children. 

Vefpafian  was  fucceedcdin  the  empire  by  his  eldeft  foa  7f/jK//#- 
Titus,  who  was  born  the  30th  of  December,  about  the  time  f^'*** 

»  Vide  Spanh.  lib.  vli.  &  Baud,  p.  *9i.  a  Vick  B«ud.  p» 

7d^  &  Norris  de  Epoch.  Syro-Macedon> 

(N)  The  Romans  were  at  this  nating  the  deceafed  emperofi 

time  fo  prepofteroufly  fond  of  demanded  aloud,  whattbev^hote 

mimics  and   farces,  that  they  expence  of   the  ceremony  a* 

were  exhibited  even  at  the  fune-  mounted  to ;  and  being  told,  to 

rals  of  perfons  of  qtiallty,  when  one  hundred  thoufand  lefterces, 

the  pun  torn!  mes  ufed  to  perfo-  **  Give  me  the  money,  (faid  hc^ 

Qflte  *tke  deceafed,  counter^it  i^retchin^  out  his  hand,    and  . 

their  fpeech,  and  imitate  their  counterfeiting    the    emperor** 

adions.     At  the  obfequies  of  fpeech),  and  throw  my  carcife, 

V©(J)afiaa,  a  celebrated  panto-  if  you  pleafc,  into  the  Tibcj 

mimei  by  name  Favor,  perfo-  (i).** 

(i)  Sueton*  cap,  i$. 
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nf  the  dieath  of  Caligula*  that  is,  in  the  40th  year  of  the 
Chriftian  aera ;  fo  that  he  was  now  thirty-nine  years  of  age. 
He  was  brought  up  with  Britannicus  in  the  court  of  Nero, 
and  is  faid  to  have  tailed  the  poifon  which  was  given  to  the 
young  prince  at  the  emperor's  table.    We  are  told  than  an 
aftrologer,  being  confulted  by  Narci'flus,  the  celebrated 
freedman  of  Qaudi'us,  relating  to  the  lot  of  Britannicusy 
anfwered,  that,  by  the  laws  of  fate,  the  empire  was  not 
deftined  to  him  but  to  Titus,  who  happened  to  ftand  by  him. 
Bit  4mAmk-  Titus,  from  his  tender  years,  followed  with  much  applica- 
fff«,/«-      tion  the  ftudy  of  rhetoric  and  poetry »  and  made  great  pro- 
a!/'  ^Mi    P^^^  '^^  both.     He  fcrved  firft  in  quality  of  tribune  in  Gcr- 
tucejkmu    J»a»y*  and  afterwards  in  Britain;  and  in  both  provinces 
tkitmpiri*  gained  no  lefs  reputation  by  his  modeft  and  engaging  be- 
haviour than  by- his  courage.    Upon  his  return  from  Bri- 
tain he  pleaded  fome  caufes  of  great  importance  with  un* 
common  applaufe.    While  he  was  very  young  he  married 
Arricidia  TertuUa,  whofe  father  was  only  a  Roman  knight, 
but  had  been  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards.    Upon  her 
death  he  efpoufed  Martia  Furnilla,  defcended  of  an  illuftri- 
ous  family ;  but  divorced  her  after  he  had  one  daughter  by 
her,  named  Julia  Sabina-     After  his  quaeftor(hip»  miich  he 
difcharged  with  great  reputation,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
command  of  a  legion,  and  attended  his  father  into  Judssa 
in  quality  of  his  lieutenant.     In  that  war  he  diftinguiihed 
himfelf,  as  appears  from  Jofephus,  in  a  very  eminent  man- 
ner;  reduced,   while  he  fcrved  under  his  father,  fome 
ftrong  places,  and  gained  the  reputation  both  of  a  brave  and 
prudent  leader.    Being  fent  by  Vefpafian  to  congratulate 
Galba  upon  his  acceflion  to  the  empire,  and  to  receive  bis 
diredions  concerning  the  profecution  of  the  war  againft  the 
Jews,  it  was  reported  by  the  populace  at  Rome,  that  Galba 
had  fent  for  him  in  order  to  adopt  him.     Ground  for  this 
jpeport  was  adminiftered,  as  Tacitus  obferves,  by  the  condi- 
tion of  the  emperor,  ancient  and  childlefs,  and  the  great 
charafler  of  Titus,  who  was  judged  equal  to  any  degree  of 
fortune,  however  elevated.    But,  having  received  at  Co- 
rinth authentic  advice  of  the  murder  of  Galba,  he  returned 
to  his  father,  to  whom  he  reconciled  Mucianus,  governor 
of  Syria ;  for,  between  Vefpafian  and  him,  as  the  one  ruled 
over  Judaea,  and  the  other  over  Syria,  great  animofities 
reigned,  occafioned  by  their  governmg  two  neighbouring 
provinces*** 

•  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  ii.  cap.  77.  Suet,  in  Tit  cap«  1,  s,  3,  5.  Phi* 
loftr.  in  Vit,  Apoll.  Ty.  lib*  vii.  cap*  3.  Joftph.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.itr« 
cap.  29. 
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He  was  left  by  his  father  in  Judaea  to  profecute  tlie  war  hi^if 
againft  the  Jews.    Upon  their  p9rting,  Titus  gave  a  fignal  kisfmthef 
inftance  of  his  good-nature  and  afied:ion  towards  his  bro-  ^V^^  ** 
thcr  Domitian :  for  the  emperor  being  informed  that  Do-  '^^UTtki 
mitian  had  alreadj  abandoned  himfelf  tp  all  manner  of  de-  jy^y 
battchery,  and  affumed  more  authority  than  was  fuitable  to 
a  fon  only^  was  highly  incenfed  againft  him.   Titus,  there-  Hhl 


fore,  upon  the  departure  of  his  father  for  Italy,  pleaded  «^mAj| 
with  gf eat  aifedion  and  earneftnefs  in  favour  of  bis  brother,  ^^^ 
befeeching  the  emperor  to  beware  of  being  raflily  incenfed 
by  intelligence  from  fucb  as  brought  criminal  reprefenta* 
tions.  Vefpafian  was  not  fo  much  reconciled  to  Domitian, 
as  charmed  with  the  tender  afl[e£lion  of  Titus.  He  defired 
him  to  reftpei;fe£):ly  eafy,  and  to  ftudy  how  to  aggrandize 
the  commonwealth  by  war,  and  theexercife  of  arms;  add- 
ing, that  it  ihottld  be  his  taik  to  infure  the  public  peace  and 
that  of  his  family  '.  Of  the  condufl  and  military  atcbieve- 
ments  of  Titus,  during  the  war  which  he  carried  on  againft 
the  Jews,  the  reader  will  find  an  account  in  our  hiftory  of 
that  nation. 

After  the  redudicm  of  Jerufalem,  inftead  of  returning  to 
Rome,  he  went  to  Alexandria,  where  he  afiifted  at  the 
confecration  of  the  ox  Apis,  wearing  a  diadem  ;  which  cir*   ^ 
cumftance,  together  with  his  deferring  froni  time  to  time 
his  journey  into  Italy,  and  his  giving  a  private  audience  at 
Zeugma  to  the  ambafiadors  of  the  Parthian  king,  occafioned 
a  report,  that  he  defigned  to  revolt  from  his  father,  and 
make  hin^felf  emperor  of  the  Eaft.    This  rumour  obliged  ttttmrmu 
him  to  haften  his  d^arture  for  Rome,  where  he  was  re-  ^f**  *■' 
ceived  with  acclamations  of  joy,  and  honoured  with  one  of  ^""f^ 
the  moft  magnificent  triumphs  the  city  had  ever  beheld. 
He  was  dignified  by  the  fenate  with  the  title  of  Csefar,  *aod 
by  his  father  taken,  in  fome  degree,  for  his  colleague  in  the 
empire ;  fince,  with  him,  he  exercifed  the  cenforfliip,  the 
tribunittal  power,  feven  confulihips,  and  managed  all  the 
aflairs  of  the  empire,  writing  even  letters,  and  drawing  up 
edids,  in  his  father's  name- 
Tacitus  tells  us,  that  he  was  inore  ftrid  and  referved  in 
his  own  reign  than  in  that  of  his  father ;  and  Suetonius 
charges  him  with  pride,  cruelty,  and  even  avarice.    When 
■  any  one,  fays  the  latter  writer,  gave  him,  by  bis  Unguarded 

^         condud;,  the  leaft  umbrage,  he  hired  people  to  demand  his 
doom  in  the  theatre,  and  in  the  c^p  of  the  prsetorian 
gnards,  and  then  condemned  him  without  farther  proof  or 
^         trial.     In  adminiftering  juftice  he  was  eafily  biafled  by  ^re- 
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leatfy  Md  feveral  employmeats  of  great  troft  tti^npv^  t^ 
lii9  fatheff  aii4  indulged  hm^felf  in  £eftivicy  and  pleftf«ir<|| 
fpending  great  part  of  the  night  in  riotous  banquet^,  wit]| 
&e  moft  diflblute  of  the  Roman  youth,  with  eunuchs^  ca* 
tamitegy   and  proftitutea.    His  paf&on  for  Ber<!oice9 '  the 
daughter  of  Agrippa  the.  Great,  and  fifter  of  Agrippa  II. 
king  of  Iturea,  was  highly  cenfured  by  the  Roman  people 
who  confidered  him  as  a  lecond  Nero  \  fo  that  fcarce  ever 
any  man  arrived  at  the  empire  with  a  more  fullied  r^pfita^ 
tion,  qr  more  abhorred  by  the  populace  «. 
Gwerni         Upon  bis  acceflion  to  the  empire  all  thefe  accufations 
with  gnat  (nxned  to  bis  praifeand  reputation;  for  no  prince  ever  «>• 
modtratm.  vcrned  with  greater  moderation  and  humanity.   Soon  after 
his  father's  death  he  difmified  the  beautiful  queen  Berenice, 
who  bad  followed  him  to  Rome  with  her  father  Agrippa^ 
the  laft  king  of  Judsa  ;  and  obliged  bef  nof  only  to  with- 
draw from  the  city,  but  from  Italy,,  though  \t  wa$  paf- 
fionately  fond  of  her-,  and  this  ftep  be  took  ix^erc^ly  ^  ^ 
complaifance  to  the  fenate  and  peppte|  ^ho  were  difpleaf- 
ed  to  fee  their  emperor  captivated  with  the  charms  of  a  fo* 
Hiscon^uff  reign  woman  ^    ThoOgh  his  brother  Domitian  pretended 
toyfarJs      to  an  equal  (hare  in  the  government,  and  raifed  great  dif- 
kisbrotlur.  ^urbances  in  the  city,  by  arrogantly  ipaintaining  that  his 
father  had  left  him  partner  in  the  empire»  but  that  the  will 
bad  been  falfified ;  yet  be  could  not  prevail  upon  himfelf 
'  either  to  puniih  or  banifh  him  :  on  the  contrary,  be  treated 
bim  as  his  colleague  in  the  empire,  conjuring  him  often  in 

Kivate,  with  tears  in  his  eyes^  not  to  hate  a  brother  who 
re  him  a  iincere  and  tender  afTe^lion,  and  was  willing  to 
allow  him  a  due  Ihare  in  the  ad minift ration  '*     Pliny  ob-; 
ferves,  that  Julius  Baflus  dreaded  Titu^»  on  account  of  bit 
intimacy  with  Domitian ;  but  that  be  received  no  injury  at 
the  hands  of  the  former,  whereas  he  was  baniihed  by  the 
iatter.    The  emperors,  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Tiberinsi 
bad  paid  no  regard  to  the  ordinances  of  their  predeceflbrs, 
granting  to  cities,  or  particular  perfons,  privileges,  immu* 
nities,  or  exemptions,  till  fuch  grants  were  confirmed  by 
themfelvcs,  after  the  charters  werp  firfi  carefully  examined. 
Confirms      Rut  Titua,  jirithout  fuffering  any  application  to  be  made  to 
*^  '^  f     ^™>  confirmed  them  all  by  one  general  edia  ;  and  bisex- 
^is^rt^e-    *""plc  ^^*  followed  by  moft  of  his  fucceffors.    He  comW 
ctjors,        not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  difmifs  any  fuilor  diiTatisfied, 
or  without  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs*     Being  admoniihed  by 
ibme  of  his  friends,  that  he  had  promifed  more  than  he 

q  Suet.  cap.  6,  7.    Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  iv.  cap.  52.  '  Suet.  cap.  1, 

*  Idem  in  Dom*  cap.  a,  &  f  • 

CQuld 


fhe  Roman  Hijlory.  18^ 

could  eafily  pcfrforin.  Be  replied,  that  no  man  ftould  At^ 
part  diiflatisfied  frbhi  the  prefence  of  a  prince.  It  is  well 
Known,  that,  being  told  one  tiight  he  had  beftowed  no  fa- 
tour  that  day,  he  exprefled  hi§  diffatisfaaion  and  regret 
trith  that  memorable  faying,  •*  My  friends,  I  have  loft  a  day.'* 

He    treated  the  people  with  eitrabrdihary  kindnefs  and  His  torn' 
cotnplaifance.    Having  defigned  to  exhibit  a  (hew  of  gla-  ^^fj^^'^^^ 
diators,  he  figmfied  by  proclamation,  that  it  (hould  be  ex-  ^^f^r** 
tiibitedy  not  according  to  his  pteafure,  but  that  of  the  peo- 
ple ;   and  he  was  fo  ur  ffonfi  fdfufing  what  thev  deured| 
that  "he  earneftly  folicited  them  to  declare  \irhat  tney  liked 
beft,    complying  with  their  tafte,  thbugh  difagreeing  with 
Yvis  o^^n.     He  allowed  free  accefs,  even  while  he  was  bath- 
ing, and  received  every  perfon  with  great  afiability  and  con- 
defcenfion,  yet  fo  as  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  hi$  rank, 
and  the  majefty  of  an  en^peror.    No  iftan*d  propert jr  he 
fcver  coveted ;  he  bfteii  refufed  the  ufiiai  f>Tfrferits,  and  fuch 
contributions  as  were  due  to  him :  neverthelefs,  of  all  his 
fredecefTofs,  none  was  more  generous  than  he,  iior  ex- 

E ended  larger  fums  in  private  bounties,  in  fhew^,  and  in 
uildings-  After  he  had  dedicated  the  famous  amphitheatrej 
ixA  finifhed  with  incredible  eipecfitioh  certain  baths  clofe 
to  it,  he  exhibited,  at  an  immenfe  charge,  a  (hew  of  gla- 
diators, a  naval  battle  in  the  old  naufnachia,  and  brought 
into  the  arena  five  fhoufand  wild  beafts  of  all  kinds. 

When  he  entered  upon  the  office  of  chief  pontiff,  he  fo- 
letnnly  declared,  he  took  upon  him  that  dignity  in  order  to 
preferve  bis  hands  undefiled,  and  pure  from  (bedding  blood : 
ind  from  that  time  he  never  was  acCeffary  to  any  man's 
death,  though  he  might  have  exerted  feverity  with  great 
juftic6 ;  but,  however  provoked,  hfe  fpared  the  criminals, 
declaring,  that  he  had  rather'  die  himfelf  than  put  another 
to  death.  He  gave  the  following  ihftance  of  his  great  cle-  His  cU* 
tnency :  two  patricians  having  confpired  againfl  him,  were  mtncj. 
difcovered,  conVifted,.  and  fentenced  to  death,  by  the  fe- 
toate.  But  the  huinane  emperor  freely  forgave  them,  ad- 
moni(hing  them  only  in  private,  that  in  vain  they  afpired 
to  the  empire,  whjch  wtas  given  by  deftiny,  exhorting  them 
to  be  (atisfied  with  the  rank  in  which  by  Providence  they 
had  been  placed,  and  offering  them  any  thing  elfe  which  it 
was  in  his  ^wer  to  grant*  At  the  fame  time  he  difpatched 
k  meffenger  to  the  mother  of  one  of  the  traitors,  who  was 
then  at  a  great  diftance,  and  under  deep  concern  about  the 
fate  of  her  fon,  to  affure  her,  that'he  was  alive,  and  out  of 
danger.  He  invited  them  the  fanfie  night  to  his  table,  and, 
having  next  d^y  placed  them  by  him  at  a  (hew  of  gladiators, 
lyhfen  the  weapons  of  the  combatants  were,  according 
N  4  to 
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to cuftomyprefentedtp  him*  hedeGred  theywooldexamln^ 
them^  The  law  oJF  ma]>fty  he  utterly  abrogated,  a]:i4 
would  not  fuffer  apy  p^rfon  to  be  profecKted  for  fpeaking 
difrefpedfuliy  of  hilnfelf^  or  the  emperors  his  pFedcceflbra  % 
faying,  «*  If  they  bjacken  my  charafter  unde<eryedVf »  they 
ought  rather  to  be  pitied  than  puniflied ;  if  deferve^ly^  it 
would  be  a  cruel  piece  of  injuftice  to  punifh  them  for  ffieak- 
ing  truth.  A?  for  my  predeceffor^,  if  they  are  truly  ^^^^ 
they  ?^re  ii^  a  condition  to  revenge^  when  they  thi^k  fit,  tJ^e 
injuries  done  themj  and  ftand  \n  no  need  of  i^y  aifift^nct 
and  po^^r  "•"  The  informers  were  the  only  perfqi^s  againft 
whom  he  proceeded  with  unrelenting  feverity,  caufing  them 
tobepubliqly  fcourged,  to  be  expofed  to  open  view,  and  to  the 
infults  of  the  populace  in  the  forum,  the  amphitheatre,  and 
the  circus,  and  then  to  be  either  fold  for  (laves,  pr  banifh- 
ed  to  defert  iflands  ^»  He  was  a  prinpe,  according  \o  Sue- 
tonius, in  whom  all  virtues  ctxi^t^A^  without  t^^  ^lla^  of 
one  vice. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  79  of  the  Chriftian  sera,  and 
firlt  of  Titus's  reign,  Campania  was  alarmed  with  a  moft 
dreadful  eruption  of  Mount  Vefuvius,*  which  laid  wafte  the 
country  to  a  great  diftance,  and  deftroyed  a  great  ^any 
cities  with  their  inhabitants,  among  the  reft  Ponipeii  an4 
Herculaneum.  The  former  had  fuffered  much  by  an  earth- 
quake in  the  year  63  of  the  Chriftian  sera,  but  had  been 
rebuilt,  and  embellimed  with  feyeraj  (lately  edifices,  efpe* 
cially  a  theatre,  in  which  the  people  were  a(rembled,  and 
intent  upon  the  public  (hews,  when  the  city  was  fwallowcd 
up  by  an  earthquake,  which  attended  the  eruption  of  t^^ 
flames  from  the  mountain.  The  cities  of  Pmeoh  and  Cumac 
were  greatly  damaged,  partly  by  the  earthquake,  partly 
by  the  burning  a(hes ;  which,  if  the  ancieqts  are  to  b6  cre- 
dited, reached  Africa,  Egypt,  and  Syria,  and  at  Rome 
turned  day  into  night,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  inhabitantSf 
Pliny  the  elder,  who  was  then  at  Hlfenum,  where  he  com- 
manded the  fleet,  having  difcovered  this  cloud  on  the  firft 
of  November,  and  not  knowing  whence  it  ilTued,  wentim- 
fnediately  on  board  one  of  the  gallies,  and  failed  toward^ 
Mourit  Vefuyius.     He  was  foon  met  by  great  numbers  of 

{jcrfons,  who,  in  fmall  boats,  were  flying  from  the  dread- 
ui  conflagration ;  but  neverthelefs,  prompted  by  his  cu- 
riofity>  he  purfi|ed  his  courfe,  though  ftones,  ames,  and 
earth  began  already  to  (hower  down  upon  his  veflel.  W<j 
are  alfo  told  that,  to,  his  great  furprize,  he  fpund  a  new 
cape  forined  by  the  earth,  and  huge  ftones  thrown  put  bj 
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{l^^niouotain.  Hpwe?er,' he  proceeded  with  great  Uitre-* 
\  *^<lity ;  ai)dy  reaching  Stabi^^t  between  Pompeii  and  Sur- 
i  T^ntumi  though  the  inhabitants  had  all  abandoned  the  place» 
1^  i^iftid  the  night  there*  the  better  to  obferve  the  mountain^ 
\  which  feemed  aU  on  a  b}aze.  The  fame  night  a  dreadful 
,  earth(j|ual^  happened  at  Subiae,  and  fuch  a  huge  quantity 
\  of  ftohes^Uy  tW  PUny  rcfglved  to  put  to  fea,  but  waspre- 
'  yented  by  contrary  winds.  At  length  the -fire  approaching, 
he  attempted  ^o  faye  himfelf  by  flight  \  but,  thoueh  fup- 
ported  by  two  pf  his  flaves,  he  foon  jFell,  fufibcatedj  as  is  f^  ^^^ 
fuppofe4,  by  the  thicknefs  of  the  air,  and  the  infupportable  t/f&^/^ 
flench  of  fulphur.  His  body  was,  found  three  days  after,  ilder. 
and  interred  by  hi$  nephew,  Pliny  the  younger,  who  was 
then  at  Mifenum,  and  narrowly  efcaped  the  fame  fate,  as 
he  himfelf  relates  in  his  £piftle$  \  This  is  the  firft  erup- 
tion of  Mouqt  Vefuviu^  we  find  mentioned  in  hiftory. 

In  the  courfe  pf  the  fame  year  Titus  aflumed  the  title  of  Airit^Uti 
emperor  wittuthe  ufual  folemnity,  on  account  of  the  ad-  ficondum' 
vantages  which  the  brave  Agricola  had  gained  in  Britain  ^*?*'* 
during  hiafecond  campaign  iji  that  ifland.  Next  year  Titus,    ^^*^ 
liowconful  the  eighth  time,  with  his  brother  Domitian, 
the  feventh,  gave  many  remar (cable  inftances  of  his  huma- 
nity and  generofity,  in  repairing,  at  his  own  expence,  the 
lofles  which  the  unhappy  inhabitants  of  Campania  had  fuf-  Titus  n- 
|ere4  by  the  late  eruption  of  Mount  Vefuvius.     He  fent  pairs  the 
into  Qampai]iia  two  confulars,  with  large  fums,  to  be  em-  ^^^'jl^ 
ployed  in  rebuilding  the  cities  which  had  been  overturned ;  grupuontf 
and  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  fufferers  the  goods  and  Moiim  r#* 
eiflates  of  fuch  as  bad  periflied  on  this  occafion,  and  left  no  /mwusp 
neirs ;  nay,  be  went  m  perfon  into  Campania,  and,  with 
his  own  handy  diftributed  immenfe  fums  among  thofe  who 
feemed  mofl;  worthy  of  his  compaffion  r.    While  he  was  in 
Campania  a  dreadful  iire  broke  out  in  Rome,  which  lafted 
three  days,  and  reduced  to  aihes  a  great  many  private  and 
public  buildings,  the  library  of  Auguftus,  with  all  the  books 
lodged  in  it,  great  part  of  the  Capitol,  and  the  theatre  of 
Pompey.    Titus  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this  calamity,  mtd  fy  m 
than  he  haftened  to  the  city,  arid  publicly  declared,  that  freat 
the  whole  lois  (hould  fall  upon  him  ;  and  that  he  would  ^^'v 
repair  the  damage  fuffered  by  the  public.    He  pun£lually 
performed  his  promife ;  for  though  many  cities  and  fo- 
reign princes,  by  whom  he  was  no  lefs  beloved  than  by  the 
Romans,  offered  to  bear  their  (hare  in  the  expence>  he  could 
not  by  any  means  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  their  offers  \ 
but  chofe  rather  to  fell  even  the  ornaments  and  furniture  of 
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Ms  own  palace  and  country-houfes,  in  order  to  raife  mo- 
ney to  defray  the  immenfe  charges  he  was  at  in  rebuitdingf 
f he  temples,  the  public  edifices,  and  the  d^^ellings  iyf  pri- 
tatc  people.  This  conflagratioti  was  followed  by  the  mdft 
dreadful  plague  that  had  ever  raged  in  Ilome.  DioCalHus 
afcribes  its  rife  to  the  aflies  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  which  had 
covered  the  country  all  round  to  a  great  diftance  *.  . 

Tjtus  left  no  remedy  unattempted  to  abate  the  maKgnify 
of  the  diftemper ;  exerting,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  care 
and  regard  of  a  prince,  at!  the  tendernefs  and  compaiRort 
of  a  father;  encouraging  the  diftreffed  multitude  with  his 
edidls,  and  relieving  them  with  large  and  daily  bouiities  *. 
Towards  the  end  of  this  year  he  finifhed  the  famous  amphi- 
theatre, which  is  elegantly  defcribed  by  Maftial  ^  who  like- 
wife  mentions  the  baths  that  were  finiflied  about  the  fame 
time(R).  The  emperor  Titus,  in  his  eighth  confulfiiip, 
repaired  fome  ancient  aquedufts,  and,  at  a  vaft  expence, 
paved  with  large  ftoAes  the  road  from  Roriie  to  Ariminunii 
<:rrofs  the  Apennines,  where  is  ftill  to  be  feeft,  not  far  from 
the  prefent  city  of  Foflbmbrone,  a  huge  rock  cut  throogh 
on  this  occafion  ^ 

The  next  confuls  were  Sex.  Annius  Silvanosand  T.  Ah- 
nius  Verus  Pollio.  The  latter  is  by  fome  writers  fuppofed 
to  be  the  grandfather  of  the  emperor  M.  Aurelius,  who 
was,  according  to  Capitolinus,  raifed  by  Vefpafian  to  the 
rank  of  a  patrician,  difcharged  twice  the  office  of  conful, 
and  governed  Rome  with  general  fatisfaftion.  This  year 
the  fenate,  not  out  of  flattery,  but  a  fenfe  of  gratitudci 
conferred  new  honours  upon  Titus.  What  honours  tbefe 
were,  we  are  not  told ;  but  the  good  emperor  lived  not  to 
enjoy  them,  being  fuddenly  fnatched  away,  to  the  inex- 
pfeflible  grief  of  the  Roman  people.  Suetonius  tells  us, 
that  he  exhibited  certain  ibews  (during  which  he  fhed  many 
tears  in  the  prefence  of  the  multitude)^  and  retired^  as  fooii 
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(R>  The  amphitheatre^  of 
which  the  ftately  remains  are 
M\  t»  be  {ee«,  had  been  begun 
by  Vefpafian,  and  ftood,  as  we 
learn  from  Die  Caffius,  in  the 
midft  of  the  city,  though  its 
fuins  He  in  the  outikirts  of  mo- 
dern Rome,    Titus,  when  he 


dedicated^  according  to  cuftoiDi 
that  nobk  and  fka^Iy  edifice^ 
exhibited  mofl  magpificcDt 
ihews,  which  lailed  a  hundred 
day  a,  and  raifed  the  fpirits  of 
the  people  ready  to  fink  under 
the  calamities  they  had  fuffereJ 
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at  tbcy  were  tf^er,  into  the  country  of  the  Sabines^  greatly  ' 

grieved^  becaufe  the  vifliiiiy  while  he  wae  facr^ficing,  bad 
Qtoken  loofe  ^  and  a  dreadful  clap  of  j^hunder  bad  b^eti 
l^eard»  thoiigji  t)ie  day  was  bright,  and  not  a  cloud  to  be 
dfeen.    The  firft  night  he  lay  om:  pAiome)  he  was  ieized  h  taktn  ill, 
-with  an  ardent  fever ;  but  ncyertbelef$  purfued  fall  journey  andkan^is 
3n  a  littery  being  ^efirous  to  end  his  days  in  the  famehoufe  ^^«^* 
\  where  iiis  father  dic^.    Haying  with  much  difficulty  rcach- 
I  ed  Cutylise,  his  pater^sii  eftate,  he  expired  fbon  after  his  Vr«  of  PI. 
arrival  J  on  t^e  tbirtcenth  of  September,  in  tbeforty-firft  a*^''- 
|ftir  of  bis  age,   after  having  reigned  two  years,    two  xj.'c 'g!^' 
manths,  aiid  twenty  days,    Pe  far  excelled,  in  the  opinion     '    '         ' 
of  the  ancients,  all  his  predecefTors,  in  every  virtue  becom-  Hudioth. 
ing  a  prjnce ;  and  was  equalled  by  few  of  his  fucceffors. 
He  knew  no  purpofe  of  being  more  powerful  than  others,  ^"  ^^-  • 
but  tp  do  good  tp  all.    He  was  a  ftranger  to  parade  and  ^^  ^* 
^ftentation,  choofing  to  live  with  his  people  rather  as  a  fa- 
ther lyith  his  children,  than  a  prince  with  fubjeds;  whence 
he  was  defefvedly  ftyled,  "  The  love  and  delight  of  human 
kind.'-     His  death  wa9  no  fooner  known,  than  a  general  1>  uwvir" 
ibrro^,   an  univerfal   confternation  appeared  in  Aome,  f^i^  ^^r 
which  in  a  (hort  time  fpread  all  over  the  provinces,  to  the  *'*''^ 
Wi9^  diftant  bpurids  pf  the  empire.    The  fenators,  with- 
out  being  fummoned  according  to  cuftom,    haftened  to 
the  palace ;  and,  haying  caufed  the  doors  of  the  chapel^ 
where  they  met,  to  be  fliut  for  a  time,  in  order  to  indulge 
their  grief,  they  opened  them  again,  and,  in  the  prefence 
pf  the  multitufle}  heaped  more  praifes  upon  him  after  his 
death,  tha^  they  bad  ever  uttered  while  he  lived  amongft 
them;  a  plain  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their  eileem  and 
affe£lion.     Domitian  caufed  him  to  be  ranked  among  the 
gods,  and  was  the  (irft  who  paid  him  divine  honours ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  ftudied,  both  in  private  and  in  public,  to 
revile  his  memory,  and  leflen  the  cfteem  and  veneration 
which  all  orders  of  men  had  for  fo  worthy  and  defervifig  a 
prince  ^.    Titus  left  only  one  daughter,  named  Julia  Sabina, 
<A  whom  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  following 

Titus  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Domitian,  who,  ^omtian 
without  the  lead  oppofition,  was  immediately  acknowleged  J^^^*^* 
emperor,  notwithftanding  the  bad  opinion  which  many  en-  ^^^^ 
tertaiited  of  his  charafter.    He  was  born  on  the  twe'nty- 
fourth  of  0£iober  of  the  year  5 1  of  the  ChriAian  sera,  his 
father  being  then  conful  elcft,  and  appointed  to  difcharge 
that  ofiice  the  month  following.     He  paffed  his  youth  in 
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great  poverty,  and  is  faid  to  baye  been  a  patbic  to  tScir^t 
who  fucceeded  him,  for  hire^  and  likewife  to  one  Clodiitt 
Pollioy  formerly  praetor,  who  kept  a  note,  under  Domitian's 
own  hand,  by  which  1^  bound  himfelf,  for  a  funt  of  money, 
to  comply,  when  reqvfted,  with  his  lewd  and  unnatural  de« 
fires.     HiMid  not  apply  himfelf,  from  his  tender  years^  to 
the  ftudy  of  hiftory,  poetry,  elo4|uence,  or  any  €»ther  libmd 
art  or  fcience :  hence  in  all  his  fpeeches  and  harangues  be 
WRi  $4kii4^  availed  himfelf  of  the  eloquence  of  others.     He  took  great 
fasflu  delight  in  archery,  in  which  he  was  fo  wonderfully  expert, 

that  he  was  frequently  feen  to  flioot  a  great  number  of 
arrows  between  the  fingers  of  one  of  his  domeftics,  whom 
he  placed  at  a  great  diAance  with  his  hand  expanded,  telling 
before,  between  which  fingers  the  arrow  w«ii)ld  pafs,  and 
never  miffing  his  aim.  He  was  naturally  criKl^  fufpicioBS, 
and  addi£bed  to  revenge ;  greedy  of  honours,  but  impa^ 
tient  of  the  leaft  toil  or  labour  ;  afFeAed  the  reputation  of 
a  brave  commander,  but  carefully  avoided  expofing  himfeff 
to  any  danger.  Being  at  Rome  when  bis  father  aiTunied 
the  title  of  emperor,  Vitellius  placed  guards  about  him  $ 
but  he  might  nererthelefs  have  eafily  efcaped,  feveral  mef** 
feogers  having,  by  various  difguifes  and  (hifts,  reached 
him  from  Antonius  Primus,  and  (hewed  him  from  what 
place  he  might  fly,  and  upon  what  fecurtty  depend  ;  nay, 
even  thofe  who  guarded  him,  offered  tbemfelves  for  com- 
panions of  his  flight ;  but  he,  apprehending  from  thence, 
that  they  defigned  to  betray  him,  could  not  by  any  meaos 
be  prevailed  upon  to  make  his  efcape  *•  Upon  the  burning 
of  the  Capitol,  whither  h^  had  retired  with  kis  uncle  Sabi- 
nus,  be  concealed  himfelf  in  the  room  of  one  of  the  mini- 
,  fters  of  the  temple  ;  and  next  morning  was  conveyed,  by 
his  freedman,  beyond  the  Tiber,  in  the  difguife  of  one  of 
the  priefts  of  Ifis. 
hfaluttd  When  Primus  had  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  city,  and 
C^fmr.  all  ^pprehenfions  of  hoftility  had  ceafed,  he  difcovered  him- 
felf to  his  father's  generals  ;  and  was,  by  the  foldiers 
thronging  about  him,  faluted  Csefar  ;  which  title  was  con- 
firmed to  him  the  day  following  by  the  fenate.  From  that 
time,  to  the  arrival  of  his  father,  he  bore  the  chief  autho- 
rity in  Rome;  but  gave  no  attention  to  the  cares  of  goTCnw 
ment,  abandoning  himfelf  to  all  manner  of  voluptuoufnefs, 
and  making  ufe  of  his  power  only  to  indulge  his  vicious  in- 
clinations with  more  liberty.  He  took  Domitia  Longina, 
the  daughter  of  the  famous  Domitius  Corbulo,  from  her 
huiband  L.  j£lius  Lamia,  married  her,  and  had  a  fon  by 
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)ier,  wTio  was  hoaoured  with  the  title  of  C«rar»  (ut  didd  tn 
infant^  and  wa$>  by  Domitian,  ranked  among  the  gods  ^« 

In  the  beginning  of  his  father's  reign,  being  jealous  of  Hi  rgfbhet 
the  glory  which  bis  brother  had  acquired  in  the  Jewifli  war,  ^«  ^'«^  ^^ 
he  refolvedtogo  into  Gaul»  and  take  upon  him  the  com-  ^^^^i. 
mand  of  the  army  which  was  employed  againft  Civilis.  ^-^^ 
Mucianus  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  divert  him,  as  he 
was  unexp<^rienced  in  military  affairs,  from  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion  :  but  Domitian  continuing  obftinately  determined  upon 
that  expedition,  Mucianus  refolved  to  attend  him,  in  order 
to  check  his  ardour;  left^  following  the  impetuofity  of  his 
age,  and  infiigated  by  evil  counfellors,  he  iliight  difconcert 
,au  meafures,  whether  for  peace  or  war.     After  many  pro* 
craftinations  and  delays,  they  both  fet  out ;  but  received,  be- 
fore they  reached  the  Alps,  advice  of  the  defeat  of  the  Tre- 
▼erians.    Upon  this  intelligence,  Mucianus  declared  his 
fentiments  freely.   He  obferved,  that  Domitian  would  pro«» 
ceed  with  an  ill  grace,  now  the  war  was  near  concluded, 
and  Tob  Another  of  the  whole  glory.      He  added,  that, 
were  the  empire  threatened  with  danger,  it  would  be  the 
duty  ol  the  emperor's  Ton  to  venture  his  perfon  in  battle ; 
but  to  contend  with  the  Caninefates  and  Batavians,  was 
beneath  his  dignity.     '^  Let  Domitian  (continued  he),  re- 
tire to  Lyons,  and  from  thence  difplay  the  power  and  for- 
tune of  tne  empire  -,  neither  engaging  in  fmall  hazards,  nor 
failing  to  meet  fuch  as  are  greater."    Thus  Mucianus  pre- 
vauled  upon  him  to  retire  to  Lyons.     From  this  city  Domi-  HeattempU 
tian  was  believed  to  have  tried,  by  fecret  emiflaries,  to  cor-  t9  corrupt 
nipt  the  fidelity  of  Cerealis  \  and  to  have  inquired^  whether  ^^^'^^» 
he  would  commit  to  him  the  army  and  empire,  if  he  came 
in  perfon.     It  remained  uncertain  whether  he  meditated  a 
war  againft  his  father,  or  intended  to  arm  himfelf  againft 
bis  brother;  for  Cerealis  artfully  eluded  his  fuit,  as  that 
of  one  who,  with  a  childifti  fondnefs,  longed  for  things  to 
which  he  was  not  equal. 

Domitian,  perceiving  that  Cerealis  defpifed  his  youth, 
relinquiflied  all  fundtions  of  government ;   and,  burying  Retins, 
himfelf  in  folitude,  afFe£led  a  zeal  for  learning,  efpecially  andfiigmt 
for  poetry;  in  order  to  conceal  his  ambition,  and  other  ^^fM 
paflions,  and  to  efcape  the  jealoufy  of  his  brothers.    While  ^^^^fyg 
he  pretended  to  place  his  whole  delight  in  ftudy,  and  a 
fondnefs  for  folitude,  the  king  of  the  rarthians  having  de- 
manded fuccours  againft  the  Alani,  he  earneftlv  intreated 
his  father  for  the  command  of  thofe  troops  ;  and,  when  he 
found  the  emperor  averfe  to  aflift  the  Parthians,  he  applied 
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to  ttie  etftern  princes,  foliciting  thelti  with  phsimi^s  tm 
prercQts  to  reqa^  fupplies,  and  himfelf  to  lead  them.  Vcfi 
pafian  was  too  wtU  acquainted  with  his  Tiews  and  temper, 
ffasfami  ^^  ^^^  '^^  ^'^^  ^^^  command  bt  an  army.  Upon  the 
iktt^Ais  of  death  of  has^father,  he  deliberated  a  long  time,  whether  he 
wt*voliing.  ihould  openly  revolt^  and  tempt  the  fidelity  of  the  prae* 
torian  guards,  by  ofi^ring  them  a  larger  donative  than  his 
brother  had  promifed  them  i  but,  his  courage  failing  liim, 
he  bore  no  other  title,  during  the  reign  of  Titus,  than  that 
o£  Caefar  prince  of  the  Roman  youth ;  a  title  now  peculiar 
to  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  empire*.  His-  brother  nd 
fooaer  expired,  thaii  he^repaired  to  the  camp  of  the  prsb- 
loriaa  guards,  and  was  there,  by  the  foldiery,  after  having 
promifed  them  the  ufual  donative,  faluted  emperor :  at  the 
Kime  time  he  aflhmed,  as  appears  from  feveral  ancient  in- 
fcriptions,  all  the  other  titles  annexed  to  the  fovercignty, 
which  other  emperors  had  taken  fucceffively*. 

Domirian,  now  invefted  with  the  fovereign  power,  whicft 
be  had  long  and  impatiently  coveted,  performed  the  obfe- 
quies  of  the  deceafed  emperor,  and  pronounced  his  funeral 
oration,  with  an  afFe£ted  concern,  lamenting  the  lofs  of  a 
brother  fo  dear  tx>  him,  and  by  whom  he  was  fo  tenderly 
beloved :  but  that  his  grief  was  only  afFedled,  he  foon  made 
Hi  ri*viUs   appear,  by  publicly  reviling  the  memory  of  that  excellent 
the  memory  prince,  by  cenfuring  bis  condu£t,  and  perfecuting  all  thofc 
9fhis  bro'    whom  he  bad  diftinguifhed  with  particular  marks  of  his  ft- 
ther.  yQm- .  ,||q  openly  declared  in  the  fenate,  that  both  his  father 

and  brother  were  indebted  to  him  for  the  empire  ;  and  that 
Hh  con-      they  had  only  reik>red  what  was  his  own  gift :  however,  in 
dnSi  in  the    the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  ftudied  to  gain  the  affefKons 
bjtnntng     ^f  j^jg  people,  by  a  conduft  worthy  of  a  great  prince,  dif- 
rein.         ^'^'fing  ^'^  vices,   and  afFefting  the  6ppofite  virtues :  he 
fhewed  fuch  an  abhorrence  to  all  manner  of  cruelty,  that 
he  once  refolved,  by  an  exprefs  edifl:,  to  forbid  the  facri- 
ficing  of  oxen,  or  any  living  creature :  he  was  fo  far  from 
betraying  any  inclination  to  avarice,  that  he  gave  daily  in- 
ftances  of  a  temper  princely  and  munificent,  prefenting  his 
officers  and  minifters  with  large  fums,  in  order  to  raife 
them  above,  the  temptation  of  accumulating  wealth  by  me- 
thods fordid  and  mean  :  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  fuch  inheritances  as  were  left  him  by  perfons  who 
had  children  ;  and  becaufe  one  Rufcius  Scy)io,  by  his  will, 
obliged  his  heir  to  pay  a  certain  fum  to  every  new  fenator, 
he  declared  the  will  void,  and  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be 
oxecttted  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  children*     All  debts 
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4w^  $? (9  j^T%  fkm^ks^  wHick  wer^  oitiiig  td  the  Cau:li0« 
<li>er«  he  fceiejly  remitted ;  «iid>  aftgr  the  divifion  of  lands 
amQQgft  the  veto|:9a^f  reftpred  the  remainder  to  the  ancient 
VQfxmof^y  (boiii^  b^  mighty  after  the  example  of  other 
e^ipff^f^,  I^a^fi  {ippiopmi£d  it  to  himfelf :  be  forbad,  oa 
pain  of  b^ni^bffienlf  all  the  officers  of  the  treafury  to  fue 
for  debt&  tbfit  wer^  not  clear  and  undoubted  ^ ;  he  con** 
firaed  ^t  once  all  the  grants  made  by  his  predecefibr9».  in- 
creafed  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  and  finiibed,  at  an  unmenib 
cbarge,  all  tbip  j^blic  buildings,  which  bad  been  begun  by 
Titus, 

Plil^rqh  «fiifm9  that  he  expended  abonfe  twelve  thoufand  Uism^fn^ 
tsliat^in  gilding  the  Capitol  only;  and  that  ncvertheleia>f|2|?*«« 
eaih  hall  aqd  gallery  of  hts  own  palace  far  excelled  that  JJI^^^, 
ft^ply  tenipi^  in  magnificence  K    To  the]  ancient  edifices,    ^'^ ' 
w^ich  b^  eilher  repaired  or  built>  he  added  an  iaoredihlft 
DiuiibeF  of  new  ftriM^res  v  having  a  great  paflion  for  build«« 
ing»  and  (eeming  defirous,  as  Plutarch  exprefles  it,  to 
change  eiFcry  thing  into  ft^nes  and  gold.    He  was  affiduoua: 
sind  inipactial  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  \  puniihed^. 
with  tb$  uimnft  £everity,  fuch  judges  as  were  convidled  o£ 
having  received  bribes ;  and  kept  the  magiftrates  of  the  city» 
as  ivcU  as  thotgovemops  of  the  provinces,  in  fuch  awe,  that 
^^f.  were  never  known  to  behave  with  fo  much  re£titude 
aa  in  hi«  tirne^    Though  after  his  accefiion  to  the  empire 
he  negleded  all  kinds  of  literature,  ^d  was  never  known 
tp  fajave  perufed  any  book,  except  the  Memoirs  of  Tiberius^ 

Jet  b«  repaired  the  libraries  which  had  been  burnt  in  his  Repmrs 
rother's  reign;  procuring  copfes^of  fuch  as  had  been  con^^^A**^ 
fumed  in  the  flames,  and  feat  perfons  to  Alexandria,  to  ^'^^^^ 
traofcribe  thofe  that  were  lodged,  in  that  famous  library. 
Authors  obfervCi  as  a  thing  very  remarkable  in  Domitian^ 
that,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  ufed  to  retire  every 
day,  for  fome  time,  into  his  room,  where  his  whole  emm 
ployment  was  to  catch  flies,  and  pierce  them  with  a  (harp  ' 

bodkin  j  which  cuftom  gave  occalion  to  Vibius  Prifcus, 
when  be  was  aflced,  whether"  any  body  was  with  the  cm- 
peror,  to  anfwer  pleafantly,  *'  Not  fo  much  as  a  flyn»." 

Domitian,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  took  upon  him 
the  oonfular  dignity ;  and  chofe  for  his  colleague  Titus  Fla« 
idus  Sahinus,  his  coufin-german,  the  fon  of  Flavius  Sa« 
binus,  governor  of  Rome,  who  was  murdered  in  the  reign 
of  Vitellius.  The  emperor  refigned  the  fafces  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  January ;  but  to  whom,  we  are  no  where  told  j 
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•fid  affiimed  the-dtle  of  cenfor  %  which  otice  he  dKchl^eA 
,  with  great  reputation,  rcftraining,  by  fcTeral  edids^  the  li-^ 
oentiottfnefs  which  generally  prevailed  amongft  all  ranks  of 
BMMatfi^  men.    He  enafted  fetete  laws  againft  the  authdrs  of  fuch 
^^^^^  writings  as  refleded  on  perfons  of  diftindioil  |  degraded 
Uws!        *^  fcnator  Cacilius  Rufinus,  fw  no  Othet  feafoii  than  bc^ 
caufe  he  took  great  delight  in  dancing.    Such  wom^ti^  as 
led  fcandalous  lives,  he  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  being 
carried  in  litters,  and  declared  them  incapable  of  enjoytte 
legacies  or  inheritances  :  he  ftruck  a  Roman  knight  out  <$ 
the  lift  of  judeesj  for  taking  his  wife  again,  after  he  had 
divorced  her  for  adultery :  one  of  his  ffeedmeii  having 
ere£led  a  monument  for  his  fon,  with  the  ftohes  which  were 
defigncd  ifor  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus,  he  caufed 
it  tobe  demoGihedy-and  the  bones  and  aihes  of  the  de« 
oeafed  to  be  thrown  into  the  fea :  he  would  not  fufier  the 
comedians  to  zA  on  the  public  ftage  i  but  confined  them  to 
private  honfes  and  gardens :  many  perfons  of  both  fexes^ 
convi^ed  of  adultery,  he  puniihed  with  death  ^.    Thefe 
regulations,  and  ads  of  juftice,  were  received  with  great 
Puts  F/«-    fatisfa£tion;  but  the  death  of  Flavins  Sabinus,  which  hap- 
^^SM'  pcncd  in  the  end  of  this,  or  the  beginning  of  the  following 
duJL        y^^^  occafioned  a  univerfal  dread  in  the  city^  for  the  em- 
peror, without  any  regard  to  his  own  blood,  caufed  him  to 
be  aflaflipated,  becaufe  the  public  crier  had,  by  miftake,  in- 
ftead  of  conful,  proclaimed  him  emperor  in  the  aflembly  of 
the  people  ^.    Sabinus  had  married  Julia,  the  daughter  of 
the  emperor  Titus ;  which  marriage  proved  the  fource  of 
Domitian's  jealoufy.  ^ 

Yr  of  FI.      Domitian,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  undertook  an 
A  D  ^1*     expedition  againft  the  Cattans,  whom  Tacitus  defcribes  as 
V,  C.  83*3.  ^®  °^oft  warlike  nation  in  Germany.    The  emperor  at- 
*  tacked  them  without  the  leaft  provocation,  and  while  they 
Domtiam     were  unprepared  for  war,  laid  wafte  part  of  their  country, 
^tacks  tki  took  a  fmall  number  of  peafants  prifoners,  and  then,  upon 
and^or^hit  ^^^'^^^  ^^^^  ^^  enemy  were  coUcdbing  their  forces,  rc- 
mochofic    turned  to  Rome  with  all  the  pomp  and  parade  of  a  con- 
tery  is  ho- '  queror.    The  fenate,  for  this  pretended  victory,  decreed 
noMred        him  a  triumph ;  in  which  were  led  before  bis  chariot  great 
wUha  tri.  numbers  of  flaves,  by  him  bought,  and  attired  like  Ger- 
^^^  '         mans.     On  occafion  of  this  mock->vi£tory  he  promifed  to 
increafe  the  pay  of  the  foldiers ;  ,but  not  having  a  fufficient 
fum  to  difcharge  his  promife,  and  at  the  fame  time  fupply 
his  other  extravagances,  he  foon  after  betook  himielf  to 
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riS^  jWattncr  of  rapine  and  viofencc.  Fronfi  ttite  time  Domi- 
?brf  conffantly  wore  in  the  fenate,  and  at  all  public  affcm- 
ABes,  the  triumphal  robe  p. 

lie  the'  liican  tirfie  Agricola,  having  cnfircly  reduced  Bri-  4ff^f  9f. 
tain,  acquainted'  Domirian^  by  letters,  with  the  fuccefs  that  ^^^^*^ 
had  attended  his  arms  in  that  country.    Few  things  of  con* 
feqtfertce  had  been  tranfafted  in  Britain,  fince  the  admi- 
Aifliration  df  Suetonius  Paulinus.    Petronius  Turpilianus, 
who  fiicceediftd  him  in  that  government,  did  not  hazard 
any  new  enterptize ;  and  his  inaftivity  was  imitated  by  his 
fuccefTor  Trebellius  Maximus,  who  being  unftilled  in  war; 
and  naturally  indolent,  thought  of  nothing  but  the  prefer- 
♦ition  of  the  public  tranquility.     The  only  interruption  he 
rtict  with,  was  a  mutiny  of  the  twentieth  legion,  encouraged 
By  its  leader  Rofcius  CceliuS,  who  dcfpifed  the  propraetor's 
pacific  difpofition.     Maximus  was  obliged  to  compounrf ' 
matters  with  the  mutineers,  who  allowed  him  to  maintain 
the  (hadow  of  authority  till  the  latter  end  of  Nero's  reign, 
when  the  auxiliary  cohorts  and  cavalry  revolting  under  the 
aufpices  of  Coelius,  he  quitted  Britain,  and  fled  for  pro- 
te£kion  to  Vitellius,  who  had  aflTumed  the  purple  in  Ger- 
many. .    As  foon  as  this  new  emperor  was  eftablifhed  at: 
Rome,  he  gave  the  Coniniand  of  the  forces  in  Britain  to 
ViSiusBoFanus,  who  governed  the  province  with  great  le-^ 
nity  ;  but  hi^  fucceflbr,  Petilius  Cerealis,  performed  a  num- 
ber* of  exploits^  as  we  have  feen  above:  when  he  was  re- 
Called,  the  government  of  Britain  devolved*  to  Julius  Fron- 
tlnus,  who  acquired  equal  glory  in  fubduing  the  fierce  Si- 
lures,  rijndered  almoft  invincible  by  their  courage  and  the 
nature  of  their  fituation.    It  was  in  the  room  of  this  brave 
general,  fo  famous  for  his  book  on  ftratagems,  that  Agricola 
was  fcnt  to  command  in  Britain,  where  he  arrived  about 
mldfummer.     Underftanding  that  the  Ordovices,  a  people 
of  North  Wales,  had  juft  furprifed  and  cut  ofF  a  body  of 
Roman  horfe  tliat  guarded  their  frontiers,  he  forthwith  af- 
femblcd  the  forces  that  were  neareft,  and  marched  againflf 
the  enemy,  whom  he  defeated,  and  indeed  almoft  exter- 
minated.    After  this  exploit,  he  fwam  his  horfe  over  to  the 
ille  of  Mona,  or  Anglefey,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were'  Agrk^U 
fo  intimidated  by  this  bold  mcafure,  that  they  immediately  ^^f^' 
fubmitted,  and fued  for  peace.  %^rA^ 

Agricola  fpent  the  winter  in  reaifying  the  diforders  that  ^"«''>v» 
had  crept  into  the  adminiftration  of  the  province ;  in  rc- 
Ibrming  the  foldiery,  and  improving  the  difcipliiie  of  the" 
army.    He  prevented  ej^ortion^  appointed  magiftrates  o£ 
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approved  integrity^  and  by  hb  mild  and  equitable  govenv- 
ment  maintained  the  province  in  |>eace  and  abundance  ;    fb 
that  the  Britons  had  caufe  to  rejoice,  when,  upon  the  deatb 
of  Vefpafian,   his  fon  Titus  confirmed  Agricola  in  liis 
command.     In  the  beginning  of  fummer  he  took  the  field 
again,  direfling  his  march  northward,  where  he  fubdued 
the  Otodini  of  Northumberland,  who  had  not  ydt  fubmitted 
to  the  Romans  \  and  fecured  his  conquefls  with  a  chain  of 
forts,  in  which  he  left  garrifons,  with  dire£^ions  to  fuftain 
one  another  in  cafe  .they  (hould  be  attacked  in  the  winter. 
The  fevere  feafon  of  the  year  he  employed  in  civilizing  the 
natives,  who,  charmed  by  the  elegance  of  his  manners,  be- 
gan to  be  enamoured  of  the  Roman  arts  and  magnificences 
which  they  now  imitated  with  furprifing  emulation.    They 
raifed  (lately  temples,  porticos, .and  public  edifices;  they 
learned  and  fpoke  the  Latin  language ;  they  put  on  the  Ro- 
man toga,  and  looked  upon  that  as  a  mark  of  politenefs, 
which  was,  in  efie£t,  the  badge  of  their  flavery.    In  thefe 
improvements  they  were  encouraged  and  aflifted  by  Agri- 
cola,  who,  in  his  intercourfe  with  their  chiefs  and  princes, 
made  them  acquainted  with  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
of  life.     He  had  already  fecured  their  efteem  and  confi- 
dence, by  inlifting  their  vaflals  in  the  auxiliary  cohort^,  and 
giving  the  command  of  them  to  Britifli  officers*    He  now 
perfuaded  them  to  build  houfes  more  fuitable  to  the  dignity 
of  their  birth,  than  thofe  contemptible  cabins  in  which  they 
refided :  he  even  furnifhed  them  with  the  means  to  make 
thefe  improvements,  and  gave  their  fons  a  Roman  educa- 
tion at  his  own  expence.    In  his  third  campaign,  \l%  pene* 
trated  into  the  country  now  called  Scotland,  where  at  firft 
he  met  with  no  refiftance,  and  built  forts  fo  judicioufly  fi- 
tuated,  and  fo  faithfully  maintained,  that  not  one  of  them 
was  ever  taken,  abandoned,  or  betrayed.    The  fucceediog 
year  he  employed  in  extending  his  conquefts.    He  drove 
the  enemy  to  tne  weftern  extremities  of  the  ifland,  and  for- 
tified the  ifthmus  between  the  rivers  Forth  and  Clyde  with 
a  chain  of  caftles,  by  which  the  natives  were  excluded  from 
the  Roman  fettlements,  and  as  it  were  confined  within  the 
limits  of  another  ifland.     In  his  fifth  campaign^  he  em- 
barked on  board  of  a  fleet  equipped  for  conqueft  and  difco- 
.  very,  failed  along  the  weftern  coaft  of  Scotland,  made  de- 
fcents  in  feveral  places^  and  in  repeated  engagements  de- 
feated the  tribes  who  ventured  to  oppofe  his  progrefs.     On 
his  return  from  this  expedition,  he  quartered  his  troops  in 
the  part  of  Britain  which  lies  oppofite  to  Ireland,  with  a 
view  to  invade  that  ifland,  which  he  hoped  to  conquer  with 
a  very  moderate  force,  in  confequence  of  the  information 
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licrhad  received  from  an  Irifli  chief,  who  having  been  cx« 
pelled  from  his  own  country^  fled  for  refuge  to  Agricola : 
but  he  was  prevented  from  executing  this  project  by  the 
envy  and  jealoufy  of  Domitian,  who  bad  by  this  time  fuc- 
ceeded  Titus  on  the  imperial  throne.,   Mean  while,  in  the 
fixth  campaign^  he  refolved  to  penetrate  to  the  very  northern 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  having  received  advice,  that  the  na- 
tions on  the  other  fide  of  the  Forth  were  in  commotion. 
The  Britons  of  that  country,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Caledonians,  had  aifembled  a  vaft  multitude  in  arms,  to 
dif|)ute  his  paflage  :  neverthelefs  he  put  his  troops  in  mo- 
tion, and  ordered  his  fleet  to  keep  pace  with  the  march  of 
his  army  along  the  fliore.    He  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  okafMSM 
he  learned  from  fome  prifoners,  that  the  enemy  intended  viB»iy 
to  mak<e  an  irruption  into  the  Lowlands,  with  feveral  dif-  ♦vrr  sAg 
tinft  armies,  in  order  to  attack  the  Roman  fettlements.    In  ^f'*^- 
confequence  of  this  advice,  he  divided  his  forces  into  three  ***"• 
diftin£b  bodies,  that  he  might  not  be  furrounded  by  their 
numbers,  or  circumvented  by  their  fuperior  knowlege  of 
the  country.     The  Britons  no  fooner  underftood  this  difpo- 
Gtion,  than  they  joined  their  troops  again  with  incredible 
difpatch,  furprifed  in  the  night  the  ninth  legion,  which  lay 
at  a  diftance  from  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  break- 
ing into  the  camp,  made  a  considerable  carnage.    Agri- 
cola,  apprifed  of  this  attack,  immediately  detached  his  ca- 
valry  to  fuftain  the  legion,  and  amufe  the  enemy  ^until  the 
infantry  fhould  arrive.     When  the  day  broke,  the  Britons 
perceived  the  fuccours  advancing,  and  would  have  gladly 
retired ;  but,  as  they  were  now  engaged  in  front  and  rear, 
they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  maintain  the  battle,  which 
was  fought  for  fome  time  with  equal  obftinacy  on  both 
fides;  till  at  laft  the  arms  and  difcipline  of  the  Romans  pre- 
vailing, the  Caledonians  fled  for  fhelter  to  their  mountains, 
woods,  and  morafles.     They,  were  not,  however,  fo  much 
difcouragcd  by  this  defeat,  but  that  they  refolved  to  ven- 
ture another  battle.     With  this  view  they  reinforced  their 
array,  and  fent  their  wives  and  children  into  places  of  fe- 
curity ;  but  nothing  farther  was  attempted  on  either  fide 
during  the  remaining  part  of  the  feafon.     In  the  fucceed- 
ing  fpring,  Agricola  ordered  his  navy  to  alarm  the  coaft^ 
while  he  himfclf  taking  the  field  again,  began  his  march  to 
the  Grampian  Hills,  a  high  ridge  of  mountains  that  di- 
vides Scotland  nearly  into  two  equal  parts.   There  he  found 
the  enemy  waiting  to  receive  him,  under  the  command  oif 
their  prince  Galgacus,  who  had  taken  every  precaution  in 
his  power  to  render  this  their  laft  ftand  fuccefsful.    Taci- 
tus gives  us  to  undarftaod^  t]ut  id  a  pathetic  fpeech  to  his 
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people  lie  reprcfentcd,  that,  fituated  as  tKcy  i«rerc  at  t:litt 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  they  had  no  refource  but  their  oott« 
rage,  and  that  vi£kory  akme  could  favc  them  from  etenaal 
bondage.     Agricola  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle,  £o 
as  that  the  confederates  (hould  bear  the  firft  fliock  of  the 
enemy's  attack,  and  the  legions,  which  wece  pofted  in  the 
rear,  dc  ready  to  fupport  them,  in  cafe  they  (hould  be  over- 
powered.   This  difpofition  being  made,  he  haranguc^d  the 
troops,  reminding  them  of  the  glory  of  the  Roman  arms, 
rcprefcnting,  that  this  day  would,  in  all  probability,  ter- 
minate their  labours ;  and  that  the  enemy,  who  now  ofieied 
them  battle,  were  no  other  than  the  fugitives  of  thofe  na- 
tions which  they  had  already  conquered.     Galgacus  had 
occupied  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  while  his  cavalry  &irted  the 
plain,  with  the  chariots  in  the  front  of  the  line,  his  whole 
army  amounting  to  above  thirty  thoufand  men.    The  Ro- 
man general,  being  greatly  inferior  in  number,  extended 
his  firft  line  to  the  right  and  left,  that  he  might  not  be  out- 
flanked by  fuch  a  multitude ;  and  alighting  from  his  horfe, 
pofted  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  legions.    The  battle  be- 
gan with  fhowers  rf  darts  and  javelins,  which  did  but  litde 
execution  on  either  fide  :  but  Agricola,  fenfible  bow  litde 
the  fmall  targets  and  long  pointlefs  fwords  of  the  Britons 
would  avail  in  a  clofe  engagement  againft  troops  armed  in 
the  Roman  manner,  detached  four  cohorts  of  Bataviansi  and 
Tungrians  to  charge  them  fword  in  hand.  Thefe  ruflbing  for- 
wards into  clofe  fight,  with  their  long' bucklers,  andftort, 
pointed  fwords,  employed  them  againft  the  naked  bodies  of 
the  Caledonians,  with  fuch  effed,  that  great  numbers  fell, 
Their  Mai  and  the  reft  were  thrown  into  confufion,  which  was  encreaied 
slefiai  uH"    by  their  chariots,  rendered  ufelefs  on  this  uneven  ground. 
dir  Gai.     i<}ie  firft  line  of  the  Romans  profiting  by  this  diforder,  ad- 
gacus.         vanced  to  the  attack,  and  falling  among  them  with  great 
impetuofity,  a  terrible  flaughter  enfued.    Neverthelcfs,  the 
Britons,  who  were  drawn  up  on^the  brow  of  the  hilU  made 
a  motion  to  attack  the  Romans,  by  this  time  difperfed  in 
purfixit  of  thofe  they  had  already  routed :  but  Agricola  per- 
ceiving their  defign,  ordered  part  of  his  cavalry  to  advance, 
aiid  keep  them  in  awe,  and  the  reft  of  his  troops  in  the 
mean  time  completed  the  vidlory.    The  wings  now  clof- 
ing,  flanked  the  enemy  on  each  fide,  and  the  carnage  and 
confufion  were  redoubled.    They  endeavoured  to  fly ;  but 
finding  themfelves  inclofed,  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
ruflied  upon  the  fwords  of  the  Romans.    The  ground  was 
ftrewed  with  the  bodies  of  the  dead  and  dying,  and  over- 
flowed \vith  blood.     Yet  even  in  this  extremity,  the  Bri- 
tons exhibited  repealed  proofs  of  courage  and  recolleffiom 
'  As 
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As  ^^ligr  were  repulfcd  into  the  neighbouring  woodd*  they 
rallied  m  fmall  hodies^  and  fell  upon  tbofe  who  were  too 
eager  in  the  purfgit.    They  made  leveral  efibrts  of  this  i»i 
ture»  and  killed  a  good  number  of  their  enemies ;  till  at 
length  Galgacus  finding  it  iiiipoflible  to  reftore  the  battle. 
retired  with  the  remains  of  his  army,  leaving  ten  thouftnS    , 
killed  or  wounded  on  the  field.     Agricola  did  not  think 
proper  to  purfue  a  fcattered  enemy  through  mountains, 
lensj  and  woods,  to  which  he  was  a  ftranger ;  but  the  fnm« 
mer  being  far  advanced,  he  marched  back  into  Angus,  in- 
habited by  the  Horefti,  who  immediately  fubmitted,  and 
delivered  hoftages.    Here  he  dtftributed  his  army  into  win- 
ter quarters,  after  he  had  embarked  a  body  of  troops  on 
board  of  the  fleet,  the  commander  of  which  had  orders  to 
furround  the  whole  coaft  of  Britain.     He  accordingly  fteer-  ntRomam 
cd  northwards,  fubdued  the  Orkneys,  and  having  made  a  fltetfailt 
tour  of  the  whole  iiland,  arrived  fafe  in  the  port  of  Sand-  !3*"^'t* 
wichf.  •  •  gjiif 

The  account  of  thefe  fucccflfes  which  Agricola  fent  to 
Home,  was  plain  and  modeft,  without  oftentation  or  pomp. 
The  emperor  received  it  with  joy  in  his  countenance,  but  DomtianU 
with  anguifh  in  his  heart ;  being  well  apprifed,  that  his  late  Jhng  nmtk 
pretended  triumph  over  the  Germans  was  held  in  public  ^•'^  ^  '^ 
derifion ;  whereas  now,  a  true  and  important  viftory,  gain-  ^^'^JL> 
cd  by  the  flaughter  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  the  enemy,  was  f^q^jf,^ 
cvery*where  iounded'by  the  voice  of  fame,  and  received 
vrith  univerfal  applaufe.    He  could  not  endure,  that  the  ^ 

name  of  a  private  man  {hould  be  exalted  above  that  of  the 
prince ;  to  the  emperor  alone,  he  thought,  properly  apper-  ' 
tained  the  glory  and  renown  of  being  a  great  genera*!.  Tor- 
tured with  thefe  anxious  thoughts,  and  indulging  his  hu- 
mour of  being  {hut  up  in  fecret,  a  certain  indication  that 
he  was  meditating  fome  bloody  defign,  he  at  laft  judged  it 
the  beft  courfe,  upon  this  occafion,  to  fmother  his  refent- 
ment,  till  the  fame  of  thefe  conquefts,  and  the  affeilioh  of 
the  army  to  Agricola,  were  in  fome  degree  abated. 

He  therefore  procured  him  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  for  the  Tit  taurti 
triumphal  ornaments,  and  a  ftatue  crowned  with  laurel ;  ^V^^^^^ 
heightening  thefe  honours  with  many  expreffions  full  of  ^^*J^ 
efteem  and  refpeft  :  but  in  the  mean  time  he  refolved  to  ^^  f^^^ 
recall  him  j  and  that  this  ftcp  might  not  be  afcnbed  to  jea- 
JouCy,  or  envy,  he  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread  abroad,  that  Ht  ncaiis 
.  Agricola  Ihould  have  the  province  of  Syria,  then  vacant  by  km. 
the  death  of  Atilius  Rufus.     Agricola  leaving  flie  province 
of  Britain,  fettled  in  peace  and  tranquiHty,  to  his  fucceffor, 
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eroded  the  Channel  in  his  return  to  Rome.    To  avoid  alt 
popular  diftinAion,  and  eoncourfe,  he  entered  the  city  l>y 
fught,  and  repaired*  as  he  was  directed,  to  the  palace  \ 
where  the  emperor  received  him  with  a  cold  embrace,  l>ut 
(poke  not  a  word :  then  be  m|xed  undiftinguifiied  amongft 
the  crowd  of  courtiers. 
JlgMia         From  this  time  he  refigned  hiinfelf  entirely  to  ina£%ivitf 
Uadi  M  rg'  and  repofe.    In  bis  drefs.be  was  modeft ;  in  his  converfa- 
Uridlift.     tion  affable  and  free,  and  never  accompanied  by  more  than 
one  or  at  moi);  two  of  bis  friend^ ;  infomuch  that  ipapy, 
'  efpecially  fucb  as  judge  of  great  men  from  their  retinue  and 

paradCf  when  they  beheld  and  obferved  Agricpla,  could 
Inot  cpnpeive  whence  proceeded  his  eztraordinkry  fame ; 
and  indeed  few  there  were*  who  could  account  for  the  mo- 
tives of  his  condu£t.    Notwitbftanding  his  retired  lifcj  he 
was  frcquendy  accu&d  in  his  abfence  before  Don^dan^  and 
as  often  in  his  abfence  acquitted.    What  threatened  his 
life  was  no  crime  of  his#  nor  co|nplaint  pf  any  perfon  for 
injuries  received,  nor  any  thing  elfe,  except  the  glorious 
chara£ter  of  the  man,  and  the  perverfe  difpoGtion  of  the 
emperor,   hating  all  excellence  and  every  virtue.    With 
thefe  caufes  concurred  the  worft  fort  of  enemies,  fucfa  as 
extolled  him,  in  order  to  deftroy  him.    BeCdes,  fuch  times 
afterwards  enfued,  as  would  not  fuffer  the  name  of  Agri- 
cola  to  remain  unmentioned }  fo  that  he  was  in  conftant 
danger  of  bpng  facrificed  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  emperor, 
but  neverthele^  liy^d  nine  ye^rs  gfter  his  laft  return  irom 
Britain  '. 

Cariomerus,  king  pf  the  Cherufcans,  a  German  nation, 
being  expelled  by  the  Cattans,  becaiife  he  had  fubmitted, 
and  delivered  hoftages  to  the  Romans,  had  recourfe  to  Do* 
mitian  for  affiftance.  Biit  the  emperor,  unwilling  to  engage 
in  a  war  with  that  fierce  nation,  contented  himfelf  with 
conveying  to  bis  friend  and  ally  a  fum  of  money,  inft^d  of 
troops,  which)  he  faid,  he  could  not  at  that  jun£lure  weU 
fpare  '.  About  the  fame  time  one  Ganda,  a  German  vir- 
gin and  prppbctcfb,  revered  in  Germany  as  a  deity,  arrived 
at  Rome^  and,  bcingkindly  received  by  Domitian,  afterfomc 
private  conferences  with  him,  returned  to  her  own  country. 
In  the  year  following  Domitian  was  conful  the  eleventh 
time ;  and  had  for  his  colleague  one  Fulvius,  whom  Onu- 
phrius  takes  to  be  T.  Aurelius  Fulvius,  or  Fulvus,  the  grand- 
father of  Tijtus  Antoninus.  He  was  a  native  of  Nifmes, 
twice  conful,  and  governor  of  Rome.  This  year  Don^itian 
took  Ae  title  of  emperor  four  times ;  but  for  what  viftorics 
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we  Ao  not  find  recorded.    We  read  indeed  in  Dip  Caffins, 
that  the  Sueviatia  and  L^gians,  whom  that  writer  places  in 
Moefia^  folicited  Domitian  for  fuccoors^  who  fent  them 
only  an  hundred  borfemen ;  an  inftaiice  of  contempt  which 
fo  provoked  the  Suevians,  that  joining  the  lazfgians^  a  peo-  TktStu^h 
pie  of  Sarmatia,  thejr  advancedy  with  a  defign  to  pafs  the  ^  mW# 
Danuhe,  and  iaj  wafte  the  Roman  territories.    Dio  Caffius  ^jl!^^ 
does  not  acquaint  us  with  the  iffue  of  this  bold  undertake  ''*^^'^"'- 
ing ;  but  Tacitus,  having  told  us  in  one  place,  that  the  Sar« 
matians  and  Suevians  entered  into  an   alliance  againft 
Rome  *9  adds  in  another,  that  foon  after  the  return  of  Agri« 
cola  from  Britain,  the  Romans  loft  feveral  armies  in  Moefiai 
m  Dacia,  in  Germany,  and  in  Pannonia,  entirely  through 
the  badcondttd  of  their  generals.  From  difierent  medals  it 
appears,  that  Domitian  returned  this  year  to  Rome  from 
feme  expedition,  of  which  not  the  leaft  mention  is  made  by 
the  hiftorians :  perhaps  he  marched  in  perfon  againft  the 
Suevians  and  lazygians  i  at  leaft  feveral  medals  were  ftamp- 
ed  this  year,  in  memory  of  a  fignal  vidiory,  real,  or  pre- 
tended, gained  over  the  Germans  \ 

The  emperor,  after  his  return  to  Rome,  abandoning  him«  Dmkmu 
felf  to  all  manner  of  cruelty,  caufed  the  nativity  to  be  caft  P^*  «>«9 
of  all  the  illuftrious  perfons  in  the  city,  and  put  fuch  of  ^JTl^^^^ 
them  to  death  as  the  aftrologcrs  faid  were  deftined  to  the  ^^^^ 
empire.    Metius  Pompofianus,  againft  whom  fome  ili-de- 
figning  perfons  had,  on  the  fame  account,  endeavoured  in 
vain  to.ftir  up  the  emperor  Vefpafian»  was  on  this  occafion 
baniflied  Italy»  and  confined  to  the  ifland  of  Corfica  ;  where 
he  was  foon  after,  by  Domitian's  order,  affaffinated.  Nerva, 
who  fucceeded  him  in  the  empire,  would  have  fuficred  the 
fame  fate,  had  npt  an  aftrologer  aflured  the  emperor,  that 
he  had  no  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  Nerva,  who  could  not  live 
many  days.    He  now  encouraged  informers,  though  in  the 
beginning  of  his  reign  he  had  treated  them  with  great  fe- 
verity,  and  folemnly  declared,  that  he  would  never  attend 
to  their  accufations. 

Authors  obfervc,  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  multi- 
tudes of  fenators  and  knights  were  accufcd  of  treafon ;  and 
either  fentenced  to  death  by  the  fenate,  or  ordered  by  Do- 
mitian to  difpatch  themfelves.  Of  thefe  the  moft  illuftri- 
ous was  JElius  Lamia,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  publicly  exe- 
cuted only  f6r  a  jeft  5  for  the  emperor,  who,  as  we  have 
obferved  above,  had  taken  away  his  wife,  commending^one 

t  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  %.  ■  Vide  Birag.  Numifm.  p.  i34«    . 

U  Noris.  ep.  Conful.  p«  175* 

O4  day 


pivkiia  Gerealis  vfms  mxwicr^  Cueing  his  jmcoiirttUbfp  sa£ 
Afitf  w  piielMce  that  he  defigpaned  to  rai&  4iftuibaocQ3  Id 
Ibe  ftatet  W  in  xsealitjr  becauiie  he  had  accqpted  the  ^loeivb- 
mcBt  of  Afia^  vUiefa  had  fatiexi  sp  him  hy  lot  Hejoce  AmHt- 
€ola»  whei»  tab^  pjpcoofuUhip  of  A£fi  ^x  A£nca  icwic  tx>  £m 
|>7  the  fjime  defyttmifadAon,  declined  Afi  lewoifli^jmfifit^  9m4 
pr^fcnted  a  pctkion  to  the  empeoor^  heg^u^g  to  he  .espciplia^ 
Domitiaa  APt  only  granted  bifi  requfift^  mX.  £nffered  him- 
felf  tohe>  odQ  that  account,  prefenteid  vkh  fonoul  tbanlciM 
Neither  to  A^icola  did  he  give  the  faUi^  w^A  "vw  v£ur 
^ly  paid  to  procofifuls.     Sahrius  Gpcciaaus  wiis  je^ecuttsA 
for  cdebecatuig  the  hirth-day  oS  the  emperor  Pjtho^  who 
was  hA6  yncle  by  the  father^s  fide  s  iSaliiuftins  {jUcuUru,  wfan 
bad  fucoeeded  Agncola  is  the  goveromeot  of  lUxit^m,  was 
f ondemned  for  fiifiering  a  new  lond  of  laacea  to  he  caUed 
tfter  his  own  name ;  JuniiiB  BLufticvA  idied  for  piedMiihiiig  « 
writing  in  commendiddoa  of  ifyi  (p<:habrated  Tbrafea*  and 
Helvidiu8  Priicu8$   Matecnns,  9  fenoirned  fbUahpha^ 
fufiered  death  for  having  dcdauned  in  pixUic  agaifiQ:  tfvsobs 
mf  and  tyrants.    All  the  profeflbrs  of  pbiWopby,  and  leyery 
lUberal  fcieooei  fays  Tadtus,  wese  eKpeUed»  and  dri?ea  intq 
exiles  and  that  nothing  which  was  worthy  aotd  honeft 
inight  any  inhere  be  £een,  not  only  agatnft  peif^ns^  but 
^ainft  books,  commeiuiing  virtue  or  patriotifm^  a  new  kind 
lof  cruelty  was  exerted  j  for  in  the  forum,  the  works  df 
men  famous  for  their  genius  ^nd  parts  were  puUicly 
feumtr. 

Every  thing  gave  Ac  jealous  tyrant  fear  and  ofience. 
ni  diph"  "SVas  z  man  ixtbTy  born,  and  popular ;  he  withdiew  the  af- 
rabU  cQttr  fpftions  of  the  people,  riiralled  the  prince,  and  threatened 
Jtiiw.  *  ^^^^  ^^^'  ^*'  ^^  afraid  of  popularity,  and  lived  re? 
tired  s  he  gained  fame  by  fhunning  it*  was  ftill  obnoi^ious^ 
and  &und  it  prudent  M>  abandon  his  country.  Was  he 
virtuous,  and  his  life  and  morals  without  blame ;  heaff^&ed 
to  be  another  Brutus,  and,  by  the  purity  of  his  manaers,» 
upbraided  the  vicious  fa^vipur  of  tiie  emperor.  If  a  man 
feemed  dull  and  inadive,  he  only  put  oii  the  di%ui{e  of 
Aupidity  and  floth,  till  he  ihould  find  room  for  &me  bloody 
purpofe.  if  be  had  a  different  chara£l:er,  and  was  lively 
and  aAive ;  then  it  was  plain  he  did  not  fb  much  as  feign  a 
tlefire  of  private  life  and  rccefs,  but  avowed  a  bold  repidv- 
Itcan  fpirit.  If  hp  was  rich,  he  vras  too  weakhy  for  a  fuh- 
je£t ;  and  great  wealth  in  private  hands  was  dangerous  to 

*  Suet.  cap.  ao.    Tacit.  Vit  Agvic.  cap.  *. 
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jMWMeat  iiht  nm^oouhltvwAAhtiktt  nuvc  wtafpd&riK 
m4  ddperate.  No  mgn  could  foBeb  any  ailranb^e  or 
^jtaHty  dxat  itsfy^teA  bim  acGepUble  to  Ub  ieUoar-GkuKVis, 
lUEiA  4  -UefiiM  ^0  iu6  country,  to  Jbis  friatds,  or  «o  hisifdli^ 
bikt  lie  was  luue  to  roufe  lihe  jealoufy  cisid  aneiq^ace  «f  >the 
tyra^it,  and  pro^mie  a  ihame£ul  death; 

Tjie  pcrfioms  of  the  accu&rs  were  cooBdered  as  £acned  Emwrtm^ 
9faA  40yiol«bl€ ;  t^e  inoBe  they  wece  detdEbed  by  the  pofaiic,  h/omin. 
lihe  jnorc  they  were  proteded  by  the  esiperor  ;  and^  'm  piso- 
poRtioo  as  they  defemed  death  ^ind  ignominy,  iiad  ooofL- 
tenanoe  and  prefcroaent*    Tbejr  Txleft  fod!gerieS|  convi&ed 
tod  apkjuiwleged  againft  the  lives  and  Ibrtiuics  of  the 

Seateft  joaeo,  drew  down  txo  pqiiifiiment  upcHi  them  *.    la 
.  e  midft  of  bis  oraekies,  Domkian  ^baadoaed  faamfelf  to 
all  maaner  of  debswicheiy,  aad  was  on  that  acconot  no  iefs 
jafa«»0¥8  than  the  aioft  ?|ciou6  of  hi^  predecefibrs.    His 
avadce  was  equal  to  bis  lewdoefs  and  cmeity ;  not  that  he 
iod  jany  natural  tarn  tp  that  tbcc,  fays  Saeliomtts ;  but  ibar* 
ing  .eaphauftod  i^is  treafury  by  the  many  buildings  he  raifed, 
by  the  ipagnificent  feprts  and  ibews  which  be  exhibited,  by 
ancreafing  the  pay  of  tbe  fqldierSj  and  by  other  wild  and  ex- 
tnuragant  expences.  \kt  had  recourfe  to  all  forts  of  rapine  Mis  ovm* 
and  extortion,  fdzing  the  eftates  of  the  moft  wealthy  dti*  ^'^^  ^ 
Txnsx  die  Icaft  aftion  or  word  againft  the  majefty  of  the  ^^'•''^■"■'« 
prince,  ^zs  ufed  as  a  pretence  for  ftripping  them  of  what* 
evflr  they  poficfled.     He  confifcated  inheritances,  ^pro- 
pnating  to  binKfelf  all  the  effefis  of  perfons  whom  be  neter 
Icaew,  if  he  couU  find  but  one  witnefs  to  depofe,  that  be 
bad  ^ver  beard  die  deceafed  fay,  that  Cxfar  was  bis  hein 
With  thefe,  and  fuch  coptriyances,  be  reduced  the  moft 
ppiiient  individuals  tp  beggary,  ndt  only  in  Rome  and  Italy, 
bttt  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  eraipire^    His  officers 
9nd  procurators  exadcd  the  tributes  and  taxes  with  the 
greateft  rigour  and  feverity  imaginable ;  but,  above  aU,  be 
Ofprefled  the  Jews  in  a  moft  cruel  manner,  aot  excepting 
rven  fuch  of  them  as  had  renounced  their  religion  ;  and 
with  the  like  rigidnefs  he  treated  thofe,  fays  Suetonius 
(meaning  the  Chriftians),  who  lived  in  Rome  after  the 
fnannor^f  the  Jews,  and  feemed  to  profefs  the  fame  fuper* 
llition  T. 

The  heavy  tributes,  and  the  rigour  ufed  by  the  officers 
in  exa£iing  them,  occafioned  great  diforders,  and  frequent 
(evoits,  in  the  diftai^t  provinces.    In  Africa,  the  Naf^o-  Th  Nafa^ 
Brans,  whom  moft  geographers  place  in  tbe  province  of  «•»'«« 
ipyrenaica,  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  grievous  impofts  with  ^''^'^ » 

^  pio,  lib.lxvii.  p.  719.  r  Suet.  cap.  ii. 
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which  they  were  loaded,  and  the  infults  and  extortions df 
the  coUed:ors,   defeated  Flaccus  governor  of   Numidia, 
ftormed  his  camp,  and  put  great  numbers  of  his  men  to  the 
fword :  but  Flaccus  was  foon  revenged  on  them ;  for  being 
informed  that,  elated  with  their  fuccefs,  they  had  abandon- 
ed themfelves  to  jollity  and  caroufing,  he  rallied  his  menf 
and  coming  unexpe£iedly  upon  them,  while  tbey  were  in- 
^  ''*'       toxicated  witb  the  wine  they  had  found  in  the  Aoman 
mntriftut    ^sunp^  cut  them  all  oflFto  a  man.    Domitian,  elated  witb 
^*  the  vi£kory  gained  by  his  lieutenant  over  the  Nafamohians, 

boafted  in  the  fenate  that  he  had  cut  off  the  whole  nation ; 
for  to  himfelf  be  afcribed  *  all  the  advantages  gained  by  his 
officers,  though  he  bore  not  the  leaft  ihare  in  them,  and  to 
others  every  mifcarriage,  even  if  occafioned  b^  a  ftrid  ob- 
fervance  of  his  orders*    As  be  hated  and  fuipe£led  eveij 
man^of  parts,  efpeciaUy  fucb  asbad  acquired  military  renown, 
the  commanders  of  the  armies  to  recommend  themfelves 
to  his  favour,  carefully  avoided  diftinguifliing  themfelves 
by  any  fignal  exploits,  choofing  rather  to  bear  the  infults 
of  the  enemy  than  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  dangers  arif* 
Vwiitum    ing  from  the  jealoufy  of  the  prince*.  The  fame  year  he  firft 
^^^  ^^  amimed,  according  to  EufelNus,!the  titles  of  Xord  and  God, 
^ll^j  fi^  not  being  afhamed,  in  di£tating  an  order  to  one  of  his  fe- 
thmt  If        cretaries,  to  begin  it  thus :  ^*  Our  Lord  and  our  GoA  or- 
€•4*  ders  and  commands,  &c."    About  the  fame  time  he  enad- 

ed  a  law,  obliging  all  to  pay  him  divine  worfhip;  and  hence- 
forward no  man  dared  to  addrefs  him  by  any  other  name 
than  that  of  Lord  and  of  God  ^ ;  nay,  fome  writers  tell  u$| 
that  by  an  exprefs  law,  all  other  titles,  either  in  fpeaking 
or  writing  to  him,  were  to  be  fupprefled. 
Yr.  of  Fh      In  the  following  year  Domitian  entered  up6n  his  twelfth 
•S'?*      confulihip,  having  Servius  Cornelius  Dolabella  for  his  cA* 
u!  C  %x*  league.  At  this  period  were  inftituted  the  Capitolinc  fports, 
fo  much  fpoken  of  by  the  writers  of  thofe  days,  according  to 
7'he  wjli'     whom  they  were  to  be  exhibited  once  in  five,  but,  by  our 
tuthfi  of     way  of  reckoning,  once  in  four  years  \  for  they  were  cele- 
the  CapitO'  brated  as  the  Olympic  games,  at  the  end  of  four  years  com- 
Unej^rti.   pj^j^^  ^^^  j^  the  beginning  of  the  fifth.     As  they  were  ex- 
hibited in  honour  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus,  the  emperor  prc- 
fided  at  them  in  perfon,  attended  by  the  prieft  of  Jupiter, 
and  the  college  of  the  Flavian  priefts «.    To  this  year  £u- 
febius  fixes  the  war  with  the  Dacians,  the  moft  bloody  and 
dangerous  the  Romans  fuftained  during  the  reign  of  Domi- 
tian.   The  Dacians  were  accounted  by  the  Romans  as  the 

*Dio,  in  Excerpt.  Val.  p.  709.  a  Plin,  lib.  viii.  Epift.  14. 

^  Suet.  cap.  1 3,  9  Aur .  Via.  &  Orof.  lib.  ?ii,  cap.  10. 
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tnoft  warlike  nation  then  known.  They  were  not  only  mtn  f^p^Mi^ 
for  the  moft  part  ofpreatftrength,  but  of  equal  courage,  cotuttcfikt 
defpifing  death)  which  they  confidered  as  the  end  of  a  Viutamm 
tranfitory,  and  the  beginning  of  a  happy  and  eternal  lffe^{S); 
At  this  this  time  a  prince>  named  Duras,  ruled  over  th^ 
Dacians ;  but,  after  having  for  fome  time  held  the  fove* 
rcignty,  by  an  inftancc  of  moderation  hardly  to  be  matcherf 
in  ni(lory,  he  voluntary  refigned  it  to  one  Decebalus,  whom 
he  judged  better  eualified  than  himfelf  for  the  difcharge  of 
fo  great  a  truft ;  tor  Decebalns  was  a  man  of  great  prowefs 
and  experience  in  war,,  and  e<)ual]y  fkilied  in  afl^irs  of 
ftatc«. 

The  Bacians,  dreadfin^  the  tSe&B  of  the  emperor's  ava-  ^-^  j^ 
rice,  renounced  the  alliance  which  they  had  made  with  msms  4Uf» 
his  predeceflbrs,  eroded  the  Danube,  drove  away  the  troops  Auudky 
ftationed  on  the  banks  of  that  river  5  and,  falling  upon  Ap-  '^'/^«- 
plus,  or  Oppius  Sabinus,  governor  of  Mcefia,  defeated  and  J^/JI^^ 
killed  him,  committing  cy^ry  where  moft  dreadful  devafta-  miralkUUd^ 
tions,  and  feizing  9U  the  forts  and  caftles  raifed  in  their 
neighbourhood  by  the  Romans*     Alarmed  by  this  revolt, 
Domitian,  having  with  all  expedition  raifed  a  formidable 
army,  ixiarched  at  the  head  of  it  into  lUyricum.    Upon  his 
approach,   Decebalus  difpatched  ambafiadors,    declaring, 
that  he  was  ready  to  put  aiii  end  to  the  war,  and  renew  the 
former  treaties.    But  Domitian,  inftead  of  returning  any 
anfwcr  to  the  deputies,  ordered  the  flower  of  his  forces  to 
advance  againft  the  Dacians,  under  the  condu^  of  Cor- 

4  Senibo,  lib.  vii.  p.  S97.    ^uid.  Phot  cap.  i66«  9  Dio  in 

Excerpt.  Valcf.  p.  709— 76"- 

(S)  Dio  Caj&us  obferves,  that  vania.    But  the  emperor  Aure- 

thcfe   people    were     by  fome  lian  having  afterwards  placed 

Greek .  writers  called    Getac ;  them  on  this  fide  the  Danube 

butbythe  Romans,  Daci,  which  (with  refpc6t  to  Rome)  ^  they 

was  their  proper  appellation ;  for  gave  their  name  to  th^t  part  of 

the  Gerae  dwelt  beyond  Mount  Illyricunj  which  they  polTelTed ; 

Haimus,  near  the  mouth  of  the  and  this  is  the  province  which^ 

Danube,  and  the  Euxine  Sea ;  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centu* 

but  the  Dacians  more  to  the  ries,  was  known  by  the  name 

weft,    and    nearer   Germany;  of Dacia.    As  for  the  ancient 

that  is,  according  to  the  o^i-  Dacia,    it  was    then  held  by 

nion  of  moft  modem  geogra-  the  Qoths,  whom   Jornandcs, 

phers,    in   the  countries  now  throughout   his  hiftory,  con- 

Known  by  the  names  of  Mol^  founds  with  the  Dacians  ('i}« 
iJavia,  Walachia,  and  Traufyl- 

(i)  Vide  Lloyd.  Dift.  Hiftoric.  p.  405.    Baud.  p.  137.    Joumand. 
|3ot.  cap.  la,  #3,  &c. 
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neUus  FufcttSy  captain  of  the  prxtorian  guards*    This  ^ 
cer  wa3  of  an  illimrious  defcent^  and  had  m  his  earlf  yoixtli^ 
from  a  pai&on  for  folitude  and  rcpofe,  divefted  himfelf  o£ 
the  fenatorial  dignity '.    Ujpon  the  death  of  Nero  he  de* 
dared  for  Galba>   by  whom  he  was  created  procurator  of 
Jllyricum.     Afterwards  he  embraced  the  party  of  Vefpafiax 
againft  Vitellius,  and  to  the  flame  of  war  added  frefti  fuel  $ 
for  he  delighted  lefs  in  the  lewards  of  perils  than  in  the  pe« 
xils  themfel  ves.  He  was  fecond  in  the  command  of  the  forces 
under  the  famous  Antonius  Primus^  and  h<»ioured  by  .the 
-  ienate»  after  the  death  of  Vitellxus>  with  the  oinaments  of 
the  prsetorfhip.    Doraitian  conferred  upon  him  the  com- 
jnand  of  the  praetorian  guards.  .But  with  all  his  intrepidity 
be  was  not,  if  Juvenal  is  to  be  credited,  fufficiently  qiisiE- 
iied  for  the  chief  command  of  an  army.    |Ience  Decebala% 
defpifmg  fuch  a  general,  fenfeianother  embafly  to  Domitiatu 
offering  to  conclude  a  peace  with  him^upon  condition  tbat 
each  Roman  ihould  pay  him  yearly  two  oboli ;  and  threats 
ening,  if  they  reje&ed  hispropofal,  to  purfue  the  war  with 
vigour,  and  deftroy  their  territories  with  fire  and  fword. 
Th?  Romans  were  fo  provoked  with  the  infolence  of  this 
propofal,  that  they  demanded  immediately  to  be  led  againft 
the  enemy.     Accordingly  Fufcus,  having  cauied  his  army 
to  pafs  the  Danube  on  a  bridge  of  boats«  entered  the  Da- 
xian  territories,  Vhere,  after  feveral  ikirmiihesy  Decebalus 
and  Fufcus  agreed  to  riik  the  whole  on  the  ifiiie  of  a  ge-> 
neral  engagement.    Both  armies  fought  with  fuch  bravery 
and  refolution,  that  the  viftory  continued  long  doubtful : 
nn  ttr$  .  jn  the  end  the  Romans  were  utterly  footed,  and  Fufcus 
defiaud  a   ijimfelf  flain.    The  Dacians  took  one  eagle,  .a  great  quan- 
ikmt  and     ^^^1  ^^  arms,  all  the  engines  of  war,  and  a  vaft  number  of 
Tufcusthtir  captives,  who,were  afterwards  found  in  the  enemy's  caftles, 
gtmrral       and  releafed  by  the  emperor  Trajan.    Had  Agricola  been 
^*^^         employed  as  general  againft  this  nation,  according  to  the 
vows  and  wimes  of  the  people,  in  all  probability  the  war 
would  have  been  profecuted  with   very  different  fuccefs ; 
but  the  mean-fouled  emperor  facrificed  even  his  own  in-* 
tereft  to  his  envy ;  and  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  to  fee  a 
man  of  Agricola's  talents  and  reputation  at  the  head  of  an 
army  «. 

The  news  of  this  defeat  alarmed  Domitian,  who  was  al- 
ready returned  to  Rome,  where  he  made  as  dreadful  a  ha- 
vock  of  the  fenate  and  people  as  the  Dacians  had  made  af 
the  foldiery.    He  ftrove  at  firft  to  fupprefs  the  difinal  tid- 

f  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  ii.  cap.  86.  e  Jornan4»  de  Eeb*  potfi.  eap* 

13%    Orof,  lib^vii.  cap.  8.    0io,  fib,  kviii.  p.  77J. 
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_        but  finding  they  were  by  common  hx»e  diimlged 

dioougfaout  the  cityy  and  even  magnified,  he  left  Rome  a 

feoondtime^  pneteadingy  thabhe  would  bead  the  army  ia 

perfdiu    But  acriying  in  Moefia^  he  remained  in  a  city  of 

Ghat  pTQvuiceyandifenfe  forward  has  generals  againft  the  ene* 

my:.     Many  Bloody  battles  were  fought  with  various  fuc« 

eeis^  fortune  bein^  fometimes  favourable  to  the  Romans, 

fontetimes  to  t^e  Dacians  ^.    JUlianus,  one  of  the  Roman  Thi  Di- 

oi»mnianders,  gained  a  fignalyi£bor7)  by  obliging  his  foldiers  ciaasft^ 

to  Mrrite  their  names  on  their  buckler^  that  he  might  by  ^^"^^  ^ 

thect  expedient  the  more  effectually  encourage  or  upbraid  ^^^m*^^^ 

eacli' particular  man*   On  this  ocoafion  Vezinas^  who  among 

like-  Dacians,  was  next  in  authority  to  Decebalus,  finding 

BO  other  means  to  make  his  efcape,   concealed  himfelf 

amottgfl:  the  dead,  and  in^  the  night  retired  undifcoveredi 

Secebalu6,  apprehending  the  Romans  might,  after  their 

viftory,  befiege  his  capital,  cut  down,  during  the  night,  a 

great  number  of  trees  ina  neighbouring  wood,  covered  the 

trunks  with  armour,  and,  by  that  contrivance,   prevented 

the  Romans,  who  miftook  them  for  foldiers,  from  purfuing 

the  advantages  of  their  vidlory.    Decebalus  was  at  length 

rsdliced  to  great}  difficulties,  and  obliged  to  fue  for  peace  ; 

which  Domitian  would  not  grant  him  upon  any  terms  what- 

ibever  :•  but  inOsead  of  purfuing  the  war  with  vigour,  and 

forcing  him  to  fubmit  at  difcretion,  he  turned  his  arms 

againft  the  Quadians  and  Marcomanians,  becaufe  they  bad 

not  fent  him^ccours  during  the  war  with  the  Dacians. 

Thefe  two  nations,  though  celebrated  for  their  bravery 
and  power,  unwilling  to  involve  their  refpedlive  countries 
in  an  unneceflbry  war,  fent  deputies  to  the  emperor,  bcg- 
oing'bim  to  forbear  hoftilities,  which  they  were  not  con^ 
foious  tt>  tbemfelves.  of  having  provoked.      Domitian,  in^  Dmitiam 
fteadof  regarding  their  entreaties,  caufed  their  zmhzKzh  drfi^aud^fy 
doi«,  in  defiance  of  the  right  of  nations,  to  be  murdered;  tk$Ma,re9^ 
an' outrage  which  fo  provoked  thofe  warlike  people,  that,  *^***"'* 
alfembling  ail  their  youth,  they  took  the  field,  engaged 
Bomitian,.and  put  him  to  flight*  Then  the  cowardly  princes  Concludism 
nolefs  deje6ied  upon  his  defeat  than  elated  with  his  vie-  difionour^ 
tory,  dlfpatched  ambaffadors  to  Decebalus,  with  offers  of  ^^^^^ 
peace  upon  very  advantageous  terms ;  which  the  Dacian  Daciansi 
thought  it  ad^feable  to  accept,  fince  his  army  had  been 
greatly  reduced  by  the  many  battles  he  had  fought.    How- 
ever, he  refufed  to  go  in  perfon  to  Domitian  ;  but  fent  hift 
brother  to.  treat  with  the  emperor,  whom  Domitian  re- 
ceived with  particular  marks  of  friendihip  and  efteem,  dei^ 

^  Tacit.  Hift.  lib,  i.   Cip.  a. 
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IiTeHnff  to  him  a  diadem  for  Decebalus^  and  thus  ackncror^ 
kging  him  for  Ung.    Befides  the  diadem,  he  prefented  hixn 
with  large  fums ;  fent  to  him,  at  his  requeft,  a  great  nam* 
ber  of  artificers  and  workmen  of  all  profef&ons }  and  en- 
gaged to  pay  him  yearly  a  certain  income,  which,  to  the 
deign  of  Trajan^  was  pund^ually  conveyed  to  him  ;  but  that 
prince  would  not  fubmit  to  the  payment  of  fo  ihameful  a 
tribute,  faying,  that  he  had  never  been  overcome  by  Dece-*- 
balus^    Domitian,  upon  the  conclufion  of  fuch  an  oppro- 
brious peace,  acquainted  the  fenate  by  letters,  that  he  had 
at  length  obliged  the  Dacians  to  fubmit  to  the  Roman  yoke^ 
At  the  fame  time  he  difpatched  the  ambafiadors  of  Deceba- 
lus  to  Rome,  with  a  letter  written  bv  that  prince,  or,  as 
was  moft  conunonly  believed,  forged  oy  the  emperor  him- 
felf,  wherein  the  Dacian  owned  himfeli  conquered,  and  no 
longer  able  to  withftand  the  Roman  troops,  led  on  by  fo 
brave  and  valiant  a  commander  as  Domitian. 
h  hfMdurid      Upon  this  occafion  the  fenate  decreed  him  a  triumph, 
w^«/r/.  ^hich  he  enjoyed  at  bis  return,  and  at  the  fame  time  one 
*"'^'         over  the  Dacians^  of  whom  he  had,  with  an  annual  tribute^ 
purchafed  a  peace }  alfo  over  the  Quadians  and  Marcoma* 
nians,  by  whom,  he  had  been  defeated,  and  driven  out  of 
the  field  ^ ;  for  his  triumphs,  fays  Pliny  ',  were  ever  cer- 
tain proofs  of  fignal  advantages  gained  by  the  enemy.  How« 
ever,  the  poets  who  flourifhed  under  him,  extol  thefe  ima- 
ginary vi£iories,  and  compare  them  to  thofe  gained  by  the 
Scipios  and  Caefars.     Domitian,   before  he  left  Dacia, 
ere£ted  a  (lately  monument  to  the  memory  of  Cornelius 
Fufcus  ". 

In  the  following  year  Domitian  was  conful  the  thirteenth- 
time  with  L.  Saturninus ;  but  nothing  happened,  during 
their  adminiftration,  which  authors  have  thought  worth 
Ht  r#/(r^       tranfmitting  to  pofterit^ :  but  the  next,  when  Domitian  was 
Ar*^/  tAi    conful  the  fourteenth  time,  with  L.  Minutius  Rufus,   is  rc- 
^^^llll^^        markable  for  difplaving  the  fecular  games,  fo  called,  bc- 
•^  *        caufe  they  were  to  be  folemnized  once  in  an  age*    They 
had  been  celebrated  but  forty-one  years  before,  by  Claudius ; 
but  Domitian  computed  the  timetrom  their  being  exhibited 
by  Auguftvs.    Ihey  ended,  as  appears  from  feveral  medals 
which  have  reached  our  age,  fome  time  after  the  ides  of 
September, .  in  the  eighth  year  of  Domitian's  reign,  while 
Tacitus  the  hiftorian  was  praetor  ".     Domitian,  purfuing 
the  carnage  he  had  begun  before  he  left  Rome  to  wage  war 

\  Dio,  lib.  Ixvii.    p.  761.   Sc  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  7714    Mart.  lib.  v. 
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with  theDacians,  filled  the  city  with  funerals,  putting  all 
tboie  to  death  who,  on  account  of  their  birth  or  virtue, 
gave  him  the  leaft  umbrage  **. 

This  general  llaughter  was  in  all  likelihood  produced  by  Yr.  of  Fh 
the  revolt  of  L.  Antonius,  governor  of  Upper  Germany,.      ft439, 
where  he  had  two  legions  under  his  command.     Provoked   A.  D,  $9. 
by  the  tyrannical  conduft  of  the  emperor,  and  depending  ^*  ^-  ^i9* 
upon  the  fidelity  of  his  foldiers,  whofe  afFe£tions  he  had  ^^^TrtviiH 
gained  by  his  mild  and  condefcending  behaviour,  ^he  at  once  c/L.  Ati$$' 
took  upon  him  the  imperial  title,  and  was  acknowleged  by  niuj, 
the  forces  he  commanded,  as  alfo  by  moft  of  the  German 
nations,  who  promifed  him  powerful  fuccours,  not  fo  much 
from  any  efteem  or  kindnefs  they  had  for  him,  but  through 
hatred  toDomitian.  The  news  of  this  revolt  no  fooner  reach- 
XdRdme  than  Domitian,  quitting  the  city»  marched  to  fup-' 
prefs  ity  leading  with  him  the  prsetorian  bands,  and  the  flower 
of  the  troops  quartered  in  Italy,  all  the  fenators,  and  the 

!;reater  part  of  the  Roman  knights,  even  fuch  as  had  ab- 
iented  themfelves  from  the  city,  and  long  led  a  retired  life, 
left  they  Ihould  be  afterwards  accufed  of  having  abandoned 
the  emperor  in  time  of  danger  ;  a  charge  which  might  have 
coft  them  their  lives.  He  had  not  proceeded  far  on  his  wioisde^ 
route,  when  he  received  certain  account  of  the  total  over-  fi^^dMd 
throw  of  Antonius,  whofe  army  was  entirely  cut  ofl>  and  ^*^^ 
himfelf  flain,  by  L.  Maximus,  according  to  fome  writers, 
or,  as  others  aflert,  by  Appius  Norbanus  p.  While  the 
armies  of  Antonius  and  Maximus  were  engaged  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine,  the  river  fuddenly  fwelled  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  the  Germans,  who  came  to  the  afliftance  of  Antonius, 
could  not  crofsit;  fo  that  his  army  was  entirely  deftroyed. 
Antonius  himfelf  being  killed  in  the  battle,  his  head  was 
cut  off,  and  fent  to  Rome  ^.  Maximus  on  this  occafion 
difplaved  no  lefs  gencrofity  after  the  viftory  than  he  had 
manitefted  courage  in  gaining  it ;  for,  upon  the  death  of 
AntoniuSj  he  feized  and  burned  all  his  papers,  that  the  em* 
peror  might  not  ufe  them  to  the  prejudice  of  any  man. 

Domitian,  however,  made  diligent  fearch  after  his  ac- 
complices, torturing  in  a  moft  cruel  manner  perfons  of  all 
ranks  and  conditions,  upon  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  their  hav- 
ing been  privy  to  the  confpiracy,  or  having  lived  in  friend- 
ihip  and  intimacy  with  Antonius.    On  this  occafion  great  ^^'^ 
numbers  of  perfons  were  executed  or  baniftied,  and  their  1'^!^^^ 
cftates  feized.     Of  the  many  who  were  accufed,  two  per-  g^Jt^ti^ 
tons  only  efcaped  unpunifhed,   a  tribune   of   fenatorial 
dignity,  and  a  centurion,  who  faved  their  lives  at  the  ex- 
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p^Mff  dr  thci't  fC^tsHidh)-  by  jJrbviln^i  tn^ratfy  "^  DiJIfll 
mtSaSeesi  attd  cotlfequetitly  iilcapa&le  df  eng^tig'  iir  ^estf 
hazardous  enterprize,  or  having  znf  intereft  m  matters  ol 
Hik  nature,  cithcfr  ^tfh  die  general,  or  the  army'.    After 
this  revolt,  Dbrttitian  would  not  fuffcr  tW6  legions  t»  be 
quartered  iff  the  fame  camp  during  the  winter';  hut  k^ 
them  all  ibparate,  and  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  leff^ 
depending  upon  their  flfren<^»  they  ftiould  form  datngerous 
#abiif*r^    defigns,   and'  raifb  new  difturbances^    In  the  courfe  of 
fiit  Nfto'    thiff  year,  another  counterfeit  Nero  appeared  in  Afia ;  and 
«4*«»       having,  with  a  great  multitude  of  followers,  ftruck  terror 
into  the  neighbouring  provinces,  retired  to  the  court  of  the 
Farthian  king,  who  received  him  with  great  marks  ctf  di- 
(Kndion,  fupplied  him  with  a  chofbn  body  of  troops,  and 
Ibemed  inclined  to  quarrel,  on  his  account,  with  the  Ko^ 
mans.    But  in  the  end  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  Bomfttan 
to  deliver  him  up  to  the  governor  of  Syria  ^ 
Domitiam        ^"  ^^^  following  year,  T:  Aurelius  Pulvitts  and  L.  Atta^ 
takis  tki     tinus  being  confuis,  Domitian  took  the  title  of  ertiperor 
tUU  of  em-  three  times  \  but  for  what  exploits,  we  arc  not  acquaintfeA 
firwr  three  The  next  confuis  were  Domitian  the  fifteenth  time,  and  Ml 
tmeu         Cocceius  Nerva,  who  was  afteiVards  raifed  to  the  empire  \ 
this  was  the  fecond  dme ;  for  he  had  been  conful  in  the 
fecbnd  year  of  Vefpafian's  reign.    Nbdiing  happened  dur- 
ing this  year,  either  at  Rome,  or  in  the  provinces,  which 
the  few  hiftorians  who  have  written  of  thefc*  tim'es^  aid 
whofe  woijcs  have  reached  us,  thought  worth  recording! 
The  fucceeding  confuis  were  Ml  Ulpius  Trajanns^  who 
fucceeded  Nerva  in  the  empire,  and  Acilius  Glabrio.    As 
Glabrio  was  a  man  of  great  ftrength  and  adivity^  dieeim 
peror  obliged  htm  to  fight  in  the  arena  with  a  lioki^  whom 
he  overcame  and  killed.    The  people  with  loud  fliouts  ap^ 
plauded  his  viftory';  which  roufed  the  jealoufy  of  the  cm* 
peror  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  immediately  banifiied^  and 
.  Atiliui        foon  after  caufed  him  to  be  murdered  in  the  place  of  hi^ 
Glabrioput  exile,  on  pretence  that  he  had  attempted  to  raifc  diffurf^ 
to  death,      anccs  in*  the  ftate  ".    This  year  Domitian  exhibited  a  great 
Domitioft     many  ihews^  both  in  the  amphitheatre  and'  riic  circus^ 
exhihiu      which  are  celebrated  by  the  writers'of  thofc  timeyasthc 
magnificent  j^^gi  coftly  and  magnificent  that  Rome  Had  ever  bc^dd^ 
^/w/.         jjg^j,  ^^^  Tiber  he  caufed  a  vail  lake  to  be  dug,,  in  whicka 
fea-figbt  was  reprefentedj  with  fuch  nund>er^  of  fliipyas 
amounted  to  complete  ffeets.   In  the  combats. of  glacBator^ 
not  only  men,  but  women,  entered  the  lifts.    In  the  am- 
phitheatre two  great  conffifts  were  exhibited;  one  of  horfcj 

'  Suet.  cap.  lb.         •  DiQ,  p.  764.         « Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  u  cap.  * 
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ttift  Otiiet  of  foot :  with  the  former,  which  was  ijuitc  liew^^ 
the  populace  were  fo  charmed,  that,  forgetting  the  empe- 
Jror's  cruelties,  they  bellowed  upon  him  higher  encomium^ 
than  they  had  ever  given  either  to  Vefpafian  ot  Titus.  Dur^^ 
ing  the  fea-fight,  a  violent  fliower  fell  \  but  nevef thelcfc  the 
emperor  continued  till  the  engagement  was  ended,  often 
changing  his  cloaths,  and  would  hot  fuffer  any  of  the 
fpe£tators  to  retire  ;  whence,  as  the  rain  lafled  fome 
hours,  many  were  feizcd  with  diftempers,  arid  fom^  even 
died*  (I).  . 

Xhe  next  confuls '  were,  Domitian  the  fisiteenth  time^ 
and  Q^Volufius  Saturninus.  This  year  the  emperor  ob- 
ferving  a  vaft  plenty  of  wine,  and  as  great  a  fcarcity  of 
corn,  concluded  from  thence,  that  the  huibandmen  neg- 
levied  the  tillage  of  the  earth  to  attend  the  cultivation  ot 
their  vices*    To  prevent  therefore  this  inconvenience  iot 

<  Suet.  cslp.  4«    DiO|  libi  l!xvii4  p.  ^6i,  76^. 
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(I)  Dio  Caffiu^  defcribes  an 
entertainment,  to  which  the 
emperor  invited  die  principal 
men  among  the  fenators  and 
knights;  an  entertainment,  fays 
that  writer,  which,  more  than 
any  thing  elfe,  difplayed  his 
tyrannical  temper,  and  how 
wantonly  he  abufed  his  power. 
At  the  entrance  of  the  palace^ 
the  guefts  were  received  with 
great  ceremony,  and  condudled 
to  a  fpactous  hall  hung  round 
with  black,  and  illuminated 
with  a  few  melancholy  lamps, 
which  were  only  fufiicient  to 
difcover  the  horror  of  the  place, 
and  the  feveral  coffins,  upon 
which  were  written,  in  capitals, 
the  names  of  the  feveral  fenators 
and  knights  invited.  Great  was 
their  fright  and  confterhation  at 
the  fight  of  fo  difmal  a  fcene ; 
for  the  emperor  had  often  pub- 
licly declared,  that  he  could  not 
think  himfelf  fafe  fo  long  as  one 
{toaxxx  was  left  alive,  and  that 
amongil  the  knights  there  were 
few  whom  he  did  coniider  as 


his  enemies.  After  they  had 
long  waitedj  expe6Hng  every 
moment  a  tragical  end,  the  doord 
were  at  length  all  on  a  fudden 
burft  open,  when  a  great  num- 
ber or  naked  perfons,  having 
their  bodies  dyed  black,  enter- 
ed the  hall,  with  drawn  fwords 
in  one  hand,  and  flaming  torches 
in  the  other*  The  guefts,  at 
this  dreadful  appearance,  felt 
all  the  agonies  of  death;  but 
thofe  whom  they  looked  upon 
as  their  executioners,  havmg 
for  fome  time  danced  mund 
them,  at  once  fet  open  the 
doors,  and  apquainted  them, 
that  the  emperor  gave  the  com- 
pany leave  to  withdraw.  Thus 
did  Domitian  infult  thefe  two 
illuftrious  orders,  ihewing,  (ays 
Dio  Caffius,  how  little  he  feared 
them,  and  at  the  fame  rime  with 
how  much  reafon  they  might 
dread  his  fefentment,  iince  it 
was  in  his  power  to  cut  them  all 
off,  without  expbling  himfqlf  to 
the  leaft  danger  (i). 
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His$Ma     the  futurCi  be  publiflied  an  edidi  forbidding  attj  more 
mgmii^        vines  to  be  planted  in  Italy,  and  commanding  half    the 
fUntitiq  9f  yines  in  the  provinces  to  be  immediately  rooted  up.      The 
*'*'^'        .cities  of  Afia  fent  a  folemn  embafiy,  intrcating  him  to  fuf- 
pend  the  execution  of  the  edi£k  with  rtfytOt  to  their  lands, 
finee  their  chief  revenues  accrued  from  wine,   and    the 
neighbouring  provinces  abounded  with  com.     At  the  head 
of  this  embafly  was  Scopelianus,  profeflbr  of  eloquence  at 
Smyrna,  who,  infinuating  himfelf  with  wonderful  addreft 
into  the  emperor's  favour,  prevailed  upon  him  r,  to  repeal 
the  edid,  and  allow  all  nations  fubjc£):  to  Rome  full  liberty 
of  planting  and  cultivating  vines  at  their  pleafure. 

For  the  following  year  Pompeius  Collega  and  D.  Priicus 
were  confuls.  PUny  names  the  former  among  the  confuIar$, 
i%§  Jiath    who  were  living  in  the  reign  of  Trajan  \  This  year  was  re- 
•/  4P'''*'      markable  for  the  death  of  the  celebrated  Agricola.   His  end 
'**•*  proved  aiBifling  to  his  family,  fays  Tacitus,  forrowful  to  his    i 

friends,  and  matter  of  grief  even  to  foreigners.    The  com- 
mon people,  during  his  ficknefs,  were  not  only  frequent    ' 
in  their  vifits  to  his  houfe ;  but  in  all  public  places,  in  all    ^ 
private  companies,  made  him  the  fubje£i;  of  their  converfa- 
tion :  nor,  when  his  death  was  divulged,  was  there  a  foul 
found,  who  did  not  lament  it  as  a  public  misfortune.  What     I 
aggravated  the  general  concern  was  a  prevailing  rumour,     I 
Yr.  of  Fl.  that  he  was  difpatched  by  poifon.   That  there  was  any  proof 
A  *r^^'      ^^  ^^^^^  Tacitus,  his  fon-in-law,  will  not  take  upon  him  to 
U.  C.  ««   ^^^^  •  ^^owcvcr,  he  tells  us,  that,  during  the  whole  courfc 
*  of  his  illnefs,  Domitian  caufed  frequent  vifits  to  be  made 

D^mitian  ^in^t  hoth  by  his  favourite  freedmen,  and  his  moft  trufty 
fufpeatdof  phyficians ;  whether  from  real  concern  for  his  health,  or 
taufinghim  eagemefs  to  learn  the  probability  that  his  death  approached, 
io^ipn/oH"  Qjjj.  hiftorian  will  not  determine.  It  is  certain  that,  cm 
the  day  in  which  he  expired,  accounts  were  by  meflengers, 
purpolely  placed,  every  inftant  tranfmitted  to  the  emperor, 
informing  him  how  fail  his  end  was  approaching;  and  no 
one  believed  he  would  have  been  thus  eager,  had  he  been 
to  feel  any  forrow  from  hearing  fuch  tidings.  However, 
upon  the  news  of  his  death,  he  afFefled  to  fhew  in  his 
countenance  much  grief  and  concern  \  for,  being  now  fc- 
cure  againft  the  objedl  of  his  hatred,  he  could  nM>re  eafily 
difguife  his  prefcnt  joy,  thaii  lately  conceal  his  fear.  It  is 
incredible  how  great  was  the  fatisfaftion  which  he  expreflP- 
cd  when,  upon  reading  the  laft  will  of  Agricola,  he  found 
himfelf  left  joint-heir  with  his  excellent  wife,  and  tender 
daughter."  This  difpofition  he  afcribed  to  Ae  uninfluenced 
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pigment  ahd  choice  of  the  deceafed;  foblifided  he  was  by 
crnitinUal  flattery,  as  not  to  kno^,  that  to  no  prince  but  a 
tyrant,  did  ever  any  good  father  bequeath  his  fortune  ■. 

Thus  died  Agricola,  in  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  age ;  and^ 
without  entering  into  the  enthuGaftic  encomiums  of  his 
fon-in-law  Tacitus^  we  may  fafely  aver^  that  whether  con- 
fidered  as  a  military  commander,  a  civil  magiftrate,  or  a 
private  citizen,  he  was  an  honour  to  human  nature,  and 
much  too  good  for  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

The  fame  year  Bebius  MaiTa,  an  infamous  accufei",  Was  Bibiut 
himfelf  accuied  of  extortion  by  the  Bithynians,  whoiii  he  Maffa,  d 
had  plundered  and  oppreffed  in  a  moft  tyrannical  maimer^  *^Jf''^^- 
while  he  governed  that  province.     The  fenate  appointed  ^rafgn^^ 
Pliny  the  younger,  and  Herennius  Senecio,  originally  a 
Bithynian,  and  formerly  quaeftor  in  the  fame  province,  td 
plead  the  caufe  of  the  Bithynians.    This  oflSce  they  per-» 
formed  fo  effedlually,  that  Bebius  was  condemned  oy  the 
fenate,  and  the  confuls  were  ordered  to  feize  his  eftate  and 
efFefts.    But  as  they  delayed  from  day  to  day  the  executiort 
of  the  judgment,  Senecio,  fearing  the  delinquent  might  in 
the  mean  time  privately  convey  away  part  of  his  effeSs,  re^ 
folved  to  apply  for  an  immediate  execution  of  the  fentence^ 
and  urged  rliny  to  aft  therein  In  Concert  with  him.    PJiny 
at  firft  declined  engaging  in  ^n  affair  which  he  thought  fo- 
reign to  the  profeffion  of  a  pleader ;  but  Senecio  continuing 
ebftin&te  in  his  refolntion,  he  at  length  cotifented  to  folicit 
the  confuls  jointly  with  him,  to  feize  the  effed^s  of  Behind 
without  delay,  that  reparation  might  be  made  of  the  loffes 
fuftained  by  the  Bithynians.     Accordingly  they  went  to- 
gether to  the  eonfuls,  where  they  found  Bebius,  who,  upon 
hearing  their  petition,  was  fo  enraged  againft  Senecio,  that 
he  fummoned  him  before  the  emperor,  as  guilty  of  treafon. 
The  very  name  of  treafon  ftrucfc  the  whole  aflembly  with 
terror.  But  Pliny,  without  betraying  the  leaft  fear,  addreff-  TAe  cdn- 
ing  Bebius,  told  him,  he  was  forry  he  did  not  charge  him  /'»»0'  «»^ 
with  the  fame  crime,  fince,  by  his  not  accufing  him,  ^^^^p^^fi^f 
well  as  Senecio,  men  might  believe,  that  he  had  not  a£led     '^* 
againft  him  with  equal  zeal ;  and  that  he  (hould  be  grieved^    / 
if  he  knew,  that  any  one  entertained  of  him  fo  bad  an  opi- 
nion.   This  firmnefs  and  intrepidity  in  Pliny  wad  highly 
applauded  ;  and  Nerva,  who  was  at  that  time  in  exile  at 
Tarentum,  congratulated  him  by  letters  upon  his  ftcady 
coridufl.     Pliny  himfelf  wrote  to  Tacitus,  acquainting  him 
with  what-  had  paffedj  to  infert  in  his  hiftory,  which  he 
e/teemed  as  a  work  that  would  never  die  \  but  the  letter  of 
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Pliny  has  outlivtd  that  part  of  Tacitus's  hiftory*.  This  ync9t 
Domitian.  undertook  an  expedition  againft  the  Sarmatians, 
who  had  cut  in  pieces  a  whole  legion,  with  the  officer  ixrho 
commanded  them  ^ :  but,  as  to  the  ifiue  of  this  war^   we 
are  quite  in  the  dark :  all  we  know  is,  that,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  he  quarreled  likewife  with  the  Marcomanians ;  and, 
on  his  return,  aflumed  the  title  of  emperor  for  the  twenty- 
fecond  and  laft  time*.    He  returned  to  Rome  in  the  month 
of  January,  and,  inftead  of  triumphing,  contented  himfetf 
with  preienting  a  crown  of  laurel  to  Jupiter  Capitolinus* 
Statius  and  Martial  make  frequent  mention  of  this  war,  ex- 
tolling, with  their  ufual  flattery,  the  fuppofed  exploits,  and 
pretended  vi£tories,  of  their  hero. 

The  following  year,  L.  Nonnius  Afprenas  and  Sextilius 
Lateranus  being  confuls,  Domitian  grew  quite  outrageous 
in  cruelty ;  feemingly  bent  upon  putting  in  execution  the 
dedgn,  which  he  had  long  (ince  formed,  of  utterly  extir- 
pating the  fenate,  and  deftroying  all  who  were  any  way 
confiderable  either  for  their  birth  or  virtue  ^.    Tacitus  thus 
defcribes  the  miferies  of  thefe  calamitous  times:  **  The 
iflands  were  peopled  ^ith  exiles ;  the  rocks  contaminated 
with  murder  and  blood.    But  more  hideous  (till  were  the 
ravages  of  cruelty  at  Rome.    It  was  treafonable  to  be  no- 
ble ;  capital  to  be  rich ;  criminal  to  have  borne  honours, 
criminal  to  have  declined  them  i  and  the  reward  of  worth 
and  virtue  was  quick  and  inevitable  deftru£tion.    Nor  were 
the  iniquities  of  the  informers  more  {hocking  than   their 
great  and  diftinguiihing  rewards  $  for  upon  fome  were  be- 
ftowed,  as  the  fpoils  of  the  ftate,  the  pontifical  dignities, 
and  thofe  of  the  confuUhip  ;  others  were  fent  with  the  cha- 
racter of  procurators  into  the  provinces ;  fome  were  made 
prime  minifters  and.  confidants  at  home ;  and  in  every  fia- 
tion  exerting  all  their  terrors,  and  purfuing  their  hatred, 
they  contrded  and  confounded  all  things.    Slates  were 
fubomed  againfl:  their  mafteiiSj  freedmen  againft  their jgiji^ 
trons ;  and  fuch  as  had  no  enemies  were  betrayed  and  tin^' 
done  by  their  friends  *.'*  He  thought  it  was  happy  for  Agri- 
cola  that  he  lived  not  to  fee  "  the  court  of  the  fenate  be- 
fieged,  nor  the  fenate  inclofed  with  armed  men,  nor  the 
butchery  of  fo  many  perfons  of  confular  dignity,  nor  the     , 
flight  and  exile  of  fo  many  women  of  the  prime  nobility, 
all  efie£ked  in  one  continued  havock.    Even  Nero  (fays  he) 
with-held  his  eyes  from  fcenes  of  cruelty :  he  indeed  or- 
dered murders  to  be  perpetrated,  but  faw  th«m  not.    The 
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principal  part  of  our  miferies  under  Domitian  was  to  be ' 
obliged  to  fee  him,  and  be  feen  by  him,  at  a  time  when  all 
our  fighs  and  ibrrows  were  watched  and  marked  down  for  ' 
condemnation;  when  that  cruel  countenance  of  hi$,  al- 
ways covered  with  a  fettled  red,  whence  he  hardened  him- 
felf  againft  fhame  and  blufliing,  ferved  him  to  obferve  all  the 
pale  horrors  at  once  poflei&x^  fo  many  illuftrious  men  ^" 

The  perfons  whom  he  mentions  in  particular  to  have  HelviMust 
been  this  year  put  to  death  by  Domitian,  are  Helvidius,  ^'^^JJ^'.. 
Rufticus,  and  Senecio.    Helvidius  was  the  fon  of  the  ce-  ^fpjjl^ 
lebrated  Helvidius  Pri£cus.   He  had  been  raifed  to  the  con-  dfatk. 
fulfliip,  and  was,  <m  account  of  his  extraordinary  virtue, 
abilities,  and  aooompliihments,  in  great  credit  with  per- 
fons of  all  ranks,  though  he  endeavoured,  through  fear  of 
giving  tlie  emperor  umbrage,  to  fhun  the  applaufes  of  the 
multitude,  and  conceal  his  talents  in  folitude  and  retire- 
ment.    However,  he  was  accufed  of  treafon ;  and  it  was 
pretended,  that  in  a  poem  compofed  by  him,  he  had,  un- 
der the  borrowed  names  of  Paris  and  Cc)none,  reflefted  on 
the  emperor  for  divorcing  his  wife  Domitia.   When  the  ac- 
cufed appeared  to  plead  his  caufe  before  the  fenate,  one  of 
the  judges,  named  rublious  Certus,  formerly  prsetor,  feized 
him,  with  the  ai&ftance  of  fome  other  ieaators,  and,  with- 
out allowing  him  to  fpeak  in  his  own  defence,  dragged  him  . 
to  prifon,  where  he  was  foon  after  executed  by  the  empe- 
ror's order  <•     As  for  Certus,  he  was  named  for  the  con- 
fulfhip,  which  he  difcharged  four  years  after,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  Nervals  reign,  when  Pliny  arraigned  him  as  a  cri- 
minal before  the  fenate,  in  order  to  clear  his  friend  Helvi- 
dius, and  make  his  innocence  appear,  at  leaft  after  his 
death,  fince  no  one  had  been  allowed  to  plead  in  his  favour 
while  living.    The  fenate  put  a  ftop  to  ail  profecutions  of 
this  nature,  but  yet  degraded  Certus,  and  deprived  him  of 
the  confular  dignity;  whence  be  died  a  few  days  after  in 
great  agonies  and  terror,  imagining,  as  he  himfelf  owned» 
that  Pliny  purfued  him  with  a  drawn  fword.     Pliny  pub- 
liflied  the  fpeech  which  he  pronounced  againft  him  in  the 
fenate,  but  it  has  been  long  fince  loft.     Herennius  Senecio 
was,  as  we  have  related  above,  accufed  of  treafon  by  Be- 
bius  Maila,  whom  he  had  charged  with  extortion  at  the 
fuit  of  the  JBithynians.   The  crime  alleged  againft  him  was, 
that  he  had  written  the  life  of  Helvidius  Prifcus,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  Fannia  his  widow,  and  made  ufe  of  the  memoirs 
with  which  (be  had  furniflied  him.    Though  Senecio  had, 
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with  fill  poflible  care,  aToided  fuch  evprefliont  as  miglit 
feem  in  the  leaft  to  refle£l  on  the  empcroj}  yet,  becaafe  lie 
could  not  help  commending  a  man  whom  ^e  prince  faad 
condemned)  Domxtian  caufcd  him  to  be  fentenced  to  deaths 
and  executed  without  delay. 

Fannia  acknowleged  that  (be  had  perfuaded  Senecio  to 
write  the  life  of  her  hulband,  and  fupplied  him  with  mzm 
terials.    For  this  crime  (he  was,  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate, 
confined  to  a  defert  ifland,  whither  (he  carried  with  her,  z$ 
her  only  comfort,  the  hiftory  of  her  huiband's  a£):ion8, 
which  had  been  the  cauie  of  her  bani&menty  though  it  was 
declared  capital  to  read  or  keep  it.    Arria,  her  mother^  the 
widow  of  the  famous  Paetus  Thrafea,  was  likewife  ba« 
nilhed ;  but  they  were  both  recalled  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Nerva  ^*    Domitian  did  not  content  himfelf  with 
condemning  Senecio  for  celebrating  the  praifes  of  HcIti- 
dius  Frifcus ',  and  Arulenus  Rufticus,  for  applauding  Paetns 
Thrafea ;  but  ordered  the  magiftnutes  to  commit  their  hooky 
to  the  flames,  imagining  that,  in  the  iame  fire,  he  (hould 
fiifle  the  voice  of  the  Roman  people,  with  the  liberty  of  the 
fenate,  and  all  the  ideas  and  memory  of  mankind.     Lucius 
Junius  Arulenus  Rufticus,  [pro£e&d  the  philofophy  of  the 
Stoics>  was  tribune  of  the  people  when  Paetus  Thrafea  was 
condemned  by  the  fenate  in  the  reign  of  Nero^  and,  as 
fuch,  would  have  interpofed  againft  it,  had  not  Thrafea 
himfelf  reftrained  him  ^.    He  was  praetor  in  the  fliort  reign 
of  Vitellius,  by  whom  he  was  fent  to  Petilius  Cerealis,  one 
of  VefpaGan's  commanders,  to  mediate  an  accommodation : 
on  which  occafion  he  was  wounded  by  the  foldiery,  who 
fternly  rejeded  all  terms  of  peace;  and)  notwithftanding 
the  facred  charader  of  an  ambaflador,  would  have  been 
^aflacred,  had  .it  not  been  for  the  proteftion  al  a  guard 
appointed  by  Cerealis,    The  crime  laid  to  his  charge  by 
JDomitian   was  his  having,  in  his  writings,  commended 
Thrafea,  and  likewife  Helvidius  Prifcus,  as  men  of  honour 
and  integrity,.    He  was  accufed  by  Marcus  Regulus,  who 
even  publi(hed  a  book  filled  with  moft  bitter  invedives 
.  againft  him, 

Junius  Mauricus,  the  brother  of  Rufticus,  who  is  highly 
commended  by  Pliny*,  was  baniflied  5  as  was  likewife  Pom- 
ponia  Gratilla,  the  wife  of  Rufticus;  but  they  were  both 
recalled  by.  the  emperor  Nerva.  At  the  fame  time  was 
executed,  oy  the  emperor's  orders,  Hermogenes  of  Tarfus, 
being  accufed  of  fpeaking  difrefpe£tfully  of  the  emperor, 
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xiflder  borrowed  nameS)  in  a  hiftory  which  he  compofed  : 
all  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  tranfcribing  or  felling  it 
were  condemned  to  be  crncified">.    The  fame  year,  and 
chiefly  out  of  hatred  to  Rufticus,  who  profeffed  the  philo- 
fopliy  of  theStoic«9  all  philofophers  were,  by  a  decree  of  Allphihft^ 
the  fenate^  driven  out  of  Romes  and  every  fcience  expelled  A^f ' 
Italy  ».    Epiftetus,  the  famous  Stoic,  was,  in  virtue  of  this  J/'^J^ 
decree,  fehhged  to  abandon  the  dty.     Lucius  Telcfinus,        **"'' 
who  had  been  conful  in  tlie  teign  of  Nero,  chofe  rather  to 
retire  from  his  native  country,  as  a  philofoph^,  than  to 
maintain  his  dignity  by  f  enounciii|f  that  profeiCon  ;    Pliny 
be(tov(rs  great  encomiiims  upon  the  i^ilofopher  Artemido* 
ms,  ^xrho,  on  this  occafion,  left  Rome.     He  had  contrafied 

?[reat  debts,  but  for  laudaUe  purpcfes,  fays  Pliny,  who 
iipplied  him  with  money  to  difcharge  them,  when  his  other 
friends,  though  poflefled  of  great  weakh,  abandoned  him 
in  his  diftrefs.  The  phalofopher  would  afterwards  have  re- 
imburfed  Pliny  \  but  he  generoufly  prefented  him  with  the 
fum  which  was  owing  to  him*'.  Pliny  frequently  vifited 
him  in  the  place  of  his  retirement;  by  which  means  he  ex- 

Eofed  himfelf  to  no  fmatt  danger,  his  adions  and  condu£k 
eing  the  more  narrowly  ob&rvedj  as  he  was  at  that  time 
praetor. 

He  was  himfeif  well  apprifed,  that  Domitian  fufpe£ied  pii„j 
him,  as  he  had  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  Senecio,  Hel-  fujptaedUf 
vidius,  and  Rufticus.    Had  not  Domitian  bieen  feafonably  I^omitiaru 
cut  off,  Pliny  would  have  undergone  the  fame  fate  whicn 
moA  of  his  friends  had  fuffered :  for,  after  the  emperor's 
death,  a  memorial  was  found  among  his  papers,  prefented 
againft  Pliny  ,by  the  celebrated  informer  Meticis  Carus  ^. 
Many  philofophers,  <d2%ading  therefentmcnt  of  the  emperor, 
renounced  their  profeffion,  and  increafed  ihe  herd  of  in^ 
formers.    Some,  abandoning  Italy,  fled  to  the  moft  wellera 
coafts  of  Gaul }  and  others  to  the  deferts  of  Lybia  and  Scy^ 
chia.    Dio  Chryfoftomus,  a  celebrated  fophift,  took  (helter 
in  the  country  of  the  Get*,  where  be  earned  a  livelihood 
by  tilling  the  ground,  and  carrying  water,  having  alway« 
with  him,  to  alleviate  his  diftrefs,  a  treatife  of  Plato,  and 
an  oration  of  Demofthenes  ^.     In  the  height  of  this  pcrfe-  Aptilonim 
cution,  ApoUonius  Tyaneus  came  to  Rome,  if  Philoftratus  7)'**'*^ 
is  to  be  credited ;  and  was  received  with  great  marks  of  ^JJJJ/* 
tfteem  and  veneration  by  Cafperius  /Elianus,  commander 
xA  the  prsetorian  guards. 

I 
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Heliad  not  been  long  in  the  city,  before  he  contraf^ed  a 
ftrifi;  friendfliip  with  Nerva^  Rufus,  and  Salvidienus  Orfi* 
tU8»  whom  be  folicited  to  confpirc  againft  Domitian,  and  to 
deliver  the  world  from  fo  bloody  a  tyrant.    The  author  of 
his  life  tells  us,  that  the  plot  was  adiually  formed  ^   but 
that  the  confpirators  delaying  the  execution  of  it,  the  em* 
peror,  in  the  mean  tiooie,  fufpediing  their  defign,  aceuied 
them  of  treafon  before  the  fenate ;  the  charge  was  not 
proved ;  but  neverthelefs  Rufus  and  Orfitus  were  confined 
to  the  iflands,  and  Nerva  to  the  city  of  Tarentum.     Orfi- 
tus was  foon  after  put  to  death  '  in  the  place  of  his  exile* 
We  find  no  farther  mention  made  of  Rufus  by  the  .writera 
of  thofe  times.     If  Nerva  was  banifhed,-  as  Philoftratua 
writes,  he  returned  home  the  fame  or  the  following  year  { 
for  he  was  at  Rome,  as  is  plain  from  Dio  Cafiius  %  when 
Domitian  was  murdered  :  nay,  that  writer  takes  no  notice 
of  the  baniihment  of  Nerva  ;  an  omiffion  which  makes  us 
fufped  the  truth  of  what  Philoftratus  writes,  who  is  often 
guilty  of  very  confiderable  miftakes  (U). 

In  the  following  year  Domitian  entered  upon  his  fcven- 
teenth  and  laft  confulftip,  taking  for  his  colleague  Flavius 
Clemens,  of  whom  we  (hall  hereafter  (peak.  At  this  pe- 
riod difcovery  was  made  of  a  43ngerous  confpiracy  againft 
the  emperor  \  at  the  head  of  which  was  Juvenius  Celfus, 
whom  fome  writers  fuppofe  to  be  the  celebrated  civilian 
Publius  Jubenius  Celfus,  who  was  praetor  in  the  reign  of 
Trajan,  and  conful  in  that  of  Adrian,  and  is  highly  com-r 
mended  by  Pliny  •*.  CelfuS)  finding  himfelf  betrayed,  obr 
'tained  a  private  audience  of  the  emperor ;  in  which,  throw- 
ing himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  accofting  him  as  a  deity  with  tht^ 
titles  of  Lord  and  God,  he  protefted,  that,  as  to  himfelf, 
be  was  quite  innocent  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge  ;  but 
would,  provided  he  was  allowed  a  fliort  refpite,  difcovcr 
all  thofe  who  were  concerned  xxi  the  plot,  and  produce  un-r 
deniable  proofs  of  their  guilt,  In,confequence  of  this  offer, 
the  emperor  difmifled  him  untouched ;  but  Celfus  deferringf 
under  various  pretences,  from  time  to  time,  the  promifed 


8  Sutt.  cap.  19* 
epift.  5. 


X  Dio,  lib.  Ixv^,  p.  767, 


«Plin.  lib.T5. 


(U)  Sulpitia,  a  Roman  lady 
of  great  diflindHon,  wrote  a 
poem  upon  the  expulfion  of  the 
philofophers ;  wherein  fhe  in- 
veighs with  great  bitternefs 
agamft   Pomitian,     and    even 


threatens  him  with  death.  She 
is  highly  commended  by  Marr 
tial  for  the  purity  of  her  manr 
ners,  and  the  elegance  of  her 
compoiitioii  (i). 


(i)  Mart,  lib,  X,  epig,  35. 


difcoTcryi 


The  Roman  Hifiory.  217 

Afcovery,  efcaped^  by  the  death  of  Domitian,  which  hap- 
pened the  following  year,  the  danger  that  threatened  him  ^. 

This  year,  the  fourteenth  of  Domitian's  reign4  and  95th  Vr.  of  Fl* 
of  the  Chriftian  aem,  is  remarkable  for  the  cruel  Aerfecution    .  *445' 
raifed   againft  the  Chriftians,  of  whom  infinity  numbers  ^q'J^* 
were  put  to  death  both  at  Rome  and  in  the  provinces,  the  ^^' 

emperor  having  difpatched  letters  and  edi£ts  into  the  moft  Tkifecmd 
remote  parts  of  the  empire,  commanding  all  thofe,  who  gtmral 
profefled  that  religion,  to  be  treated  as  declared  enemies  to  P^I^^ftiQn. 
the  ftate  «  (W), 

Among  the  many  illuftrious  perfons  who  fufFered  in  fo 
good  a  caufe,  were  fome  of  the  emperor's  own  relations  \ 
namely,   Flavius  Clemens,    his  coufin-german,    and   col-  Thtdgafk 
league  in  the  confulihip,  and  the  two  Flavise  Domitillae,  the  rf Flavius 
one  the  wife,  the  other  the  niece,  of  Flavius  Clemens.    He  ^^'w^i/. 
was  the  fon  of  Flavius  Sabinus,  the  brother  of  Vefpafian. 
His  eldeft  fon,  named  likewife  Fl.  Sabinus,  was  conful  with 
Domitian  in  the  firfl:  year  of  his  reign,  and  foon  aftei;^  by 
the  emperor's  order,  put  to  death.     Fl.  Clemens  married, 
in  compliance  with  the  emperor's  defire,  Fl.  Domitilla,  who 
was  nearly  related  to  Domitian  y.     By  her  Clemens  bad  ^***'  ^' 
two  fons,  to  whom  Domitian,  as  he  had  no  iflue  of  his  own,  /^^*'i^. 
refolved  to  leave  the  empire  ;  and  therefore  changed  their  tri^uspir" 
names,  calling  one  of  them  Vefpafian,  and  the  other  Do-  fin, 
mitian.     Quintilian  was  charged  with  the  care  of  infl:ru£i« 
ing  and  educating  the  two  grandfons  of  the  emperor's  fifter ; 
a  convincing  proof  that  Flavia  Domitilla,  the  wife  of  Cle- 
mens, was  daughter  to  D(!^mitilla,  the  emperor's  fifter ;  for 
thefe  two  youths  were,  wi^ut  all  doubt,  the  fons  of  Cle- 
mens by  Flavia  Domitilla.    Clemens  was  this  year  conful; 
but  had  fcarce  refigned  the  fafces,  when  he  was,  upon  a 
flight  and  groundlefs  fufpicion,  cut  off  by  the  emperor's 
order.    Dio  Caflius  relates,  that  he  was  accufed  of  impiety 
or  atheifm ;   a  crime,  fays  that  writer,  for  which  many 

wDio,   lib.  Ixvii.  p.  765.  xOrof.lib.  vii.cap.  lo.  Tertull. 

Apol.  cap.  5.  Ladlan.  Pcrf.  cap.  3.  Eufcb.  Cbron.  cap.  17.        7  Phi- 
loft.  Vit.  Apol.Ty.  lib.  viii.  cap.  io« 

(W)    This    perfecution     is  (i).     That   Suetonius    meant 

noticed  by  Suetonius,  who  tells  the  Chriftians  is  evident  \  for  all 

118,    that    Domitian    obliged  the  Pagan  hiftorians,  whether 

thofe  who  lived  at  Rome  after  Greek    or    Latin,    conftantly 

the  manner  of  the  Jews,  to  pay  fpeak  of  them  sfs  refembling  the 

the  fame  taxes  as  if*  they  were  Jews  in  their  manners,  though 

really  Jews,  and  treatea  them  not  originally  of  that  nation^ 
y/vik  00  lefs  rigour  and  feverity 

(1)  Suet.  cap.  12. 
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others  were  at  that  time  condemned,  who  had  adopted  the 
manners  of  the  Jews  ».  Thus  the  Chriftians  are  condantif 
defcribed  by  the  Pagan  writers,  as  is  evident  from  Origcn, 
and  other  Chriftian  writers  of  the  primitire  times  •.  The 
crime  of  impiety  or  atheifm,  was  one  of  the  charges  com- 
monly brought  againft  the  Chriftians,  for  refufing  to  pay 
any  worlhip  to  the  pretended  deities  of  the  Gentiles  ^.  Sue- 
tonius, fpeaking  of  Flavius  Clemens,  fays,  he  was  no  way 
to  be  feared,  being  ilothful  and  inactive ;  which  was  an- 
other charge,  as  Tertullian  obferves  *^,  brought  againft  the 
Chriftians,  on  account  of  the  retired  life  they  led,  and  their 
defpifing  the  dignities  which  were  fo  ambitioufly  coveted 
by  others.  It  is,  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  pretty  plain, 
that  the  only  crime  alleged  againft  Flavius  Clemens  was  bis 
profeffing  the  Chriftian  religion. 

Flavia  Domitilla,  wife  of  Flavius  Clemens,  was  likewife 
arraigned  of  impiety;  andbefides,  rcfufed  to.  comply  with 
the  orders  of  the  emperor,  commanding  her  to  marry  an- 
other perfon  a  few  days  after  the  death  of  her  huiband'^ 
She  was  therefore  banifhed  to  the  iiland  of  Pandataria,  in 
the  bay  of  Puteoli,  now  known  by  the  name  of  Santa  Ma- 
ria. As  to  Clemens's  two  fons,  to  whom  Domitiandcfigned 
to  bequeath  the  empire,  we  find  no  farther  mention  made 
of  them  by  the  ancient  hiftorians  ;  but  we  fuppofe,  that  if 
they  were  not  deftroyed  by  Domitian,  the  excellent  princes 
Nerva  and  Trajan,  who  were  enemies  to  all  bloodfhed  and 
Daughter,  fufFered  them  to  live  unmolefted. 

Curing  this  perfccution  St.  John  was  confined  to  the 
Ifland  of  Patmos,  in  the  Archipelago,  where  he  wrote  the 
Apocalypfe  \  and  a  great  many  champions  of  the  Chriftian 
faith,  mentioned  by  the  ecclefiaftic  writers,  fufFered,  in  the 
fame  caufe,  death  or  banifliment.  This  year  Domitian 
caufed  Epaphrodius,  formerly  freedman  and  fecretaryto 
Nero,  to  be  executed,  for  having  aftifted  that  prince  in  dif- 
patching  himfelf.  By  this  inftance  of  feverity  he  hoped  to 
'deter  his  own  freedmen  from  any  attempts  upon  his  life; 
and  this,  as  Dio  Caffius  obferves,  was  the  only  motive 
which  prompted  him  to  exert  fuch  rigour  againft  a  perfon 
whom  be  had  admitted  to  his  confidence,  and  honoured  with 
the  fame  employment  which  he  had  enjoyed  under  Nero*. 

The  next  confuls' were  Caius  Fabius  Valens  and  Caius 
Antiftius  Vetus,  of  whom  th#  former  was  ninety  years  old 
when  he  entered  upon  bis  confuMhip,  and  feems  to  hafC 


3  Dio,  lib.  Ixvii.p.  760. 
Juft.  Apol.  i.  p.  ^6. 
Apol.  Ty.  lib.  ?iii,  cap. 
Suet.  cap.  14. 
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died  before  it  expired  ^    Many  prodigies  are  faid  to  have  The  dkatA 
laappened  this  year  at  Rx)ine  and  in  the  proTinces.     The  o/Dom^ 
city  was  for  eight  months  ahnoft  daily  alarmed  with  dread-  ^^'fin* 
fol  claps  of  thunder  and  flaflies  of  lightning :  the  Capitol,  *rj^. 
the  tonplc  of  the  Flavian  family,  and  the  emperor's  own  p^igUt, 
chamber,  were  damaged  by  thunder ;  the  infcription  upon 
one  of  the  emperor's  triumphal  ftatues  was  beaten  off,  and, 
by  the  violence  of  the  ftorm,  carried  into  a  neighbouring 
monument;  the  tree,  which  had  been  thrown   down  in 
Vefpafian's  time>  and  rofe  up  again,  fell  down  the  fecond 
time  ;  the  oracle  at  Prsenefte,  which  had  always  returned 
*  favourable  anfwers,  and  promifed  him  good  fortune  and 
fuccefs  at  the  beginning  c^  each  year^  prefaged  nothing  now 
but  calamities  and  daughter ;  Domitian  himfelf  dreamed, 
that  Minerva,  to  whom,  as  his  tutelar  deity,  he  paid  par- 
ticular worfhip,  and  whofe  feail  he  annually  celebrated  on 
die  Alban  Mount,  had  withdrawn  herfelf  from  the  chapel 
which  he  had  confecrated  to  her  %  telling  him,  that  Jupiter 
had  difarmed  her,  and  that  (he  could  prote£):  him  no  longer. 
But  nothing  terrified  him  fo  much  as  the  anfwer  of  the 
aftrologer  Afcletarion,  and  the  circumftances  attending  his 
predi£):ion.    This  man  being  accttfed  of  having  foretold 
the  death  of  the  emperor,  and  not  denying  the  charge,  Do» 
mitian  aiked  him,  whether  he  knew  what  would  be  his  own 
doom.    The  aftrologer  anfwered,  that,  in  a  (hort  'time,  he 
&ould  be  devoured  by  dogs.     The  emperor,  to  convince 
the  world  of  the  falftiood  dF  his  art,  ordered  him  to  be  im^ 
xnedialely  put  to  death,  and  his  body  to  be  burnt.    The 
firft  part  of  the  fentence  was  put  in  execution  ;  but  before 
the  body  was  half  confumed  by  the  flames,  it  was  blown 
down,  together  with  the  funeral  pile,  by  a  violent  ftorm, 
and  devoured,  purfuant  to  the  prcdiftion,  by  the  dogs  K 
Another  aftrologer,  named  Larginus  Proculus,   foretold 
puUidy  in   Germany,  that  the  eighteenth  of  September 
would  prove  the  laft  day  of  Domitian's  life.     He  was  im- 
mediately apprehended  by  the  governor  ©f  the  province,  and 
fent  to  the  emperor,  in  whofc  prefence  he  maintained  the 
truth  of  his  prediction,  and  was,  on  that  account,  condemn- 
ed to  be  executed  on  the  nineteenth  of  the  aforefaid  month  ; 
but  Domitian  being  murdered  the  day  before,  as  Proculus 
had  foretold,  he  was  not  only  difmified  unhurt,  but  pre- 
fentcd  by  Nerva  with  a  large  fum,  and  ever  after  held  in 
great  efteem  *. 

f  Die,  p.  756.  Onuph.  p.  313.  Idat.  in  Faft.  &c         s  Saet.  cap.  5. 
^  Poi  ^*i^i%  &V€t.  cap.  16. 
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Hi  Unfts  Domltian^  terrified  with  tbefe  predi£iions  and  prodigies, 
in  coMii'  and  alarmed  by  his  own  guilty  confcience,  lived  in  continual 
Miuda^  difquiet :  there  was  no  accident  fo  trivial,  no  perfon  fo  con- 
miis  ami  tcmptible,  as  not  to  terHfy  him,  and  put  him  upon  fangui- 
22j[['  nary  precautions.     Of  the  eminent  perfons,  either  of  the 

fenatorial  or  equeftrian  order,  he  was  under  perpetual  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  making  daily  vid:ims :  their  wealth  and 
race,  their  poverty,  names,  and  quality,  alarmed  him :  he 
fufpe£ked  friends  and  enemies  :  thofe  who  advifed  him  in 
council,  thofe  who  diverted  him  at  his  leifure  hours,  his 
moft  intimate  friends  and  confidants,  were  all  martyrs  to 
his  jealoufy  and  fury :  he  dreaded  all  men,  and  every  thing: 
feveral  of  his  freedmen  were  put  to  death.  He  depofed  the 
commander  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  difcharged  great 
numbers  ofofiicers.  But  the  more  he  made  others  fuffer, 
the  fafter  he  multiplied  his  own  torments.  At  length  he 
would  not  permit  any  criminal,  however  loaded  with  irons> 
to  plead  before  him,  till  he  had  firft  fecured  the  chains  in 
his  own  hands  K  A  young  child,  with  whoni  he  ufed  to 
divert  himfelf,  having  one  day,  while  the  emperor  was 
afleep,  taken  a  paper  from  under  his  head  to  play  with  it, 
the  emprefs,  happening  to  meet  him,  defired  to  fee  it; 
when,  to  her  great  furprize,  (he  found  it  contained  the 
names  of  feveral  illuftrious  perfons  deftined  to  flaughter, 
including  her  own,  with  thofe  of  Noibanus  and  Petronius 
Secundus,  captains  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  of  Parthe- 
nius,  the  emperor's  chamberlain. 
A  evnjhl^  ^o  thefe  Domitia  immediately  communicated  the  paper; 
racy  form'  ind  they  refolved,  without  farther  deliberation,  todifpatch 
td  again/I  the  tyrant  before  he  had  time  to  put  his  defign  in  execu- 
^^^'  tion.  Suetonius  tells  us,  that  Domitian  periflied  by  a  confpi- 

racy  of  his  friends  and  freedmen,  with  the  privity  oi  his  wife^ 
The  death  of  Clemens  haftened,  according  to  the  fame 
tirritcr,  his  own  ruin,  either  becaufe  the  cruelty  he  exercifed 
towards  thofe  of  his  own  family,  occafioned  a  general 
dread  axid  defp^ir,  or  becaufe  it  provoked  Stephanus,  who 
was  freedman  and  procurator  to  Domitilla,  the  wife  of 
Clemens,  and  befides,  was  at  that  time  accufed  of  having 
embezzled  part  of  her  efiefts  K  Be  that  as  it  may,  Ste- 
phanus not  only  joined  the  confpirators,  but,  being  a  man 
of  great  ftrength,  undertook  to  difpatch  the  tyrant ".  Do- 
mitian is  faid  to  have  long  before  had  an  apprehenfion,  not 
only  of  the  year  and  day,  but  of  the  hour  and  manner  of 
his  death,  havipg  been  forewarned  of  what  in  the  end  bc- 

i  Die,  p.  766.  k  Suet.  cap.  14.  i  Philoft.  Vit  Apol.  Ty. 

lib.  viiL  cap.  xo.  ^  Dio,  p.  766,  Suet.  cap.  17. 
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ft\  hiin>  when  he  was  but  a  child.  One  night  his  father 
Vefpafian,  who  gave  great  credit  to  the  prediftions  of 
aftrologers,  and  letained  one  of  them,  named  Seleucus, 
conftantly  about  him,  obferving  that  Domitian  at  fuppcr 
abftained  from  mufhrooms,  derided  him  as  one  ignorant  of 
his  own  fate,  fince  he  feenied  to  be  under  greater  appre- 
henfion  of  poifon  than  of  the  fword.  This  remark  Domi-  Hhjea^ 
tian  ever  after  remembered,  and  was  always  ftrangely  iouj^. 
afPefted  by  the  bare  fight  of  a  drawn  fword,  or  any  other 
weapon.  From  this  timidity  it  was,  that,  however  ambi- 
tious,  he  refufed  the  new  and  extraordinary  honour  that 
was  decreed  for  him^  namely,  that  as  often  as  he  was  con- 
ful,  a  certain  number  of  Roman  knights,  chofen  by  lot, 
fliould  walk  before  him  amongft  his  liSors,  in  their  robes, 
with  lances  in  their  hands.  When  the  time,  which  he 
chiefly  dreaded  and  fufpefled  drew  near,  his  jealoufy  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  caufed  the  gallery,  in 
which  he  ufually  walked,  to  be  fet  round  with  a  certaiiji 
ftone  called  phengites,  by  which  images  were  refleSed  as 
in  a  mirror,  fo  that  he  could  difcover  what  was  done  be- 
hind him. 

The  day  before  his  death  he  ordered  fome  choice  fruity  Hefams 
which  were  prefented  to  him,  to  be  referved  for  the  next  ^  ^^J'' 
day,  adding,  «« If  it  be  my  fortune  to  ufe  them:"  then,  ^*'J?J^V 
turning  to  thofe  about  him,  "  To-morrow  (faid  he)  the  ^aih. 
moon  will  appear  bloody  in  Aquarius,  and  fomething  will 
happen,  which  will  be  much  talked  of."     About  midnight 
he  was  fo  terrified,  that  he  leaped  out  of  bed.    However,  he 
wentnext  morning  to  the  forum  to  adminifter  juftice,  and 
returned  to  the  palace  an  hour  before  mid-day,  the  tim^ 
which  he  chiefly  dreaded.    Having  alked  what  time  of  the 
day  it  was,  one  of  the  confpirators,  on  purpofe  to  deceive 
him,  told  him  it  was  noon.     Overjoyed  at  this  information 
he  thought  of  nothing  but  abandoning  himfelf  to  mirth  and 
pleafurc.     As  he  was  going  to  bathe,  according  to  t^ie  Ro- 
man cuftom,  before  dinner,  Parthenius,  his  chief  cham- 
berlain, told  him,  he  had  fomething  of'  great  importance 
to  impart,  and  fuch  as  could  not  be  deferred.    The  empe- 
ror, ordering  all  his  attendants  to  withdraw,  retired  to  his 
chamber,  where  Parthenius  introduced  Stephanus,  who,  the 
better  to  difguife  his  defign,  had  appeared  for  fome  days 
with  his  left  arm  fufpended  in  a  fling,  as  if  it  had  received 
fome  hurt.  He  prefented  a  memorial  to  Domitian,  wherein 
he  pretended  to  difcover  a  dangerous  confpiracy  formed  by 
his  coufin  Flavius  Clemens,  whom  he  averred  to  be  ftill 
alive ;   and  by  feveral  others,/  whofc  names  were  all  fet 
down^  with  the  places  of  their  abode.    While  the  emperor 

was 
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fjg  is         was  reading  the  memorial  with  great  attentioni  StephanM^ 
vfoumlid     drawing  fuddenly  a  dagger^  which  he  had  kept  concealed, 
hj  SU'       ftruck  it  into  his  belly.    The  emperor,  finding  himfelf 
fAotiMs,      wounded,  called  to  a  boy,  who  happened  tx)  be  in   the 
room,  to  reach  him  a  dagger,  which  lay  under  his  pillow, 
and  to  run  for  afiiftance ;  but  under  his  pillow  was  found 
only  the  fcabbard,  and  the  doors  were  locked  and  firmly 
fccured.    Domitian,  notwithftanding  his  wound,  ftruggled 
fome  time  with   Stephanus,   and  even  threw  him   with 
great  violence   to  the  ground,  driving  to  wreft  the  dag- 
ger out  of  his  hand,  and  with  his  fingers,  though  cut  and 
mangled,  to  thruft  out  his  eyes.     At  length  Parthenius, 
who  had   withdrawn  when  Stephanus  came  in,  fearing 
fome  of  the  guards  might,  in  the  mean  time,  come  to  hit 
relief,  opened  the  door  of  the  chamber,  and  ruihing  upon 
the  emperor  with  Claudianus,  Maximus,  Satureius,  and  a 
MudkUUd.   celebrated  gladiator,  difpatched  him  with  feveral  wounds. 
Many  who  were  not  privy  to  the  confpiracy,  alarmed  at 
the  noife,  haftened  to  the  emperor's  apartment,  and  find« 
ing  him  wallowing  in  his  blood,  killed  Stephanus.     The 
other  confpirators  made  their  efcape  as  foon  as  the  murder 
was  perpetrated  \ 
Yr.  of  Fl      Thus  died  Domitian,  notwithftanding  all  his  precautions, 
2446.      and  his  pretended  divinity,  after  having  lived  forty-four 
A.  !>•  9^«    years,  ten  months,  and  twenty-fir  days,  and  reigned  fifteen 
U,  C.  S40.  years,  and  .five  days.     At  his  death  the*  common  people 
^T'JIJT'  flicwed  neither  grief  nor  joy ;  but  the  foldiers,  whofe  pay 
gritted  by    be  had  increafed,  and  with  whom  he  often  (hared  his  ra« 
the  troops,    pine,  bewailed  him  exceedingly;  and  would  have  raifed 
great  difturbances,  had  not  their  ofiicers,  as  moft  of  theift 
were  concerned  in  the  confpiracy,  reftrained  their  fury. 
The  troops  quartered  in  the  country  of  the  Getae  were  ready 
to  revolt,  when  they  underftood  he  had  been  aflaflinatedv 
but  the  philofopher  Dio  Chryfoftomus,  who  had  retired  to 
that  province,  checked  their  rage,  by  a  fpeech  which  he 
made  to  the  mutinous  legion  upon  the  guilt  of  tyrants,  dnd 
punifhments  due  to  fuch  as  abufe  their  power  to  the  op^ 
'/ftejoy  of    predion  of  people  committed  to  their  care  *».     As  for  th^ 
'  thifenatt.  fenate,  they  could  not  difguife  their  joy :  they  aflembled 
in  hafte ;  and  after  having,  in  the  moft  opprobrious  manner 
imaginable,  reviled  his  memory,  they  commanded  all  his 
images  to  be  torn  in  pieces.    An  infinite  number  of  ftatue^ 
ot  gold  and  filver,  erefted  to  him  in  the  different  quarters 
of  the  city,  were,   by   their  orders,  broken  and  mefted 

n  Suet.  cap.  17.  Dio,  p.  676.    Philoft.  in  Vit  Apol#  Ty.  p.  4-8^ 
^  Suet.  cap.  22.  Philoft.  ibid.  p.  49ft, 
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^Uwni   his  triumphal  arches  were  overturned,  and  his  Hisflatius 
xiame  declared  infamous:  they  even  ena£led  a  decree,  com-  broken^and 
jcnanding  all  infcriptions,  in  which  he  was  mentioned,  to  ^isaSsan- 
le  obliterated,  his  name  to  be  ftruck  out  of  the  confu-  ^^'^ 
lar  tables,  and  his  body  to  be  thrown  into  the  Tiber?. 
Several  ancient  infcriptions  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  in  which  the 
name  of  Domitian  is  rafed^.     All  his  afts  were  annulled, 
and   thofe  whom  he  had  baniflied  recalled.     A  woman, 
named  Phyllis,  who  had  been  charged  with  the  care  of  his 
education,  while  he  was  an  infant,  caufed  his  body  to  be 
privately  conveyed  upon  a  biery  like  a  perfon  of  the  meaneft 
condition,  to  a  couiitry-houfe  (he  had  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  city ;  where  (he  burnt  it,  and,  carrying  the  aihes, 
without  being  obfcrved,  to  the  temple  which  (he  had  built 
for  the  Flavian  family,  mixed  them  with  thofe  of  Julia  the 
daughter  of  Titus,  whom  (he  had  likewife  brought  up. 
Domitian  was  the  laft  emperor  of  the  Flavian  family,  and 
likewife  the  laft  of  thofe  princes  who  are  commonly  ftyled 
the  Twelve  Caefars. 

As  the  celebrated  philofopher  Apollonius  Tyaneus  aded  Account  of 
a  chief  part  in  the  late  revolutions  of  the  Roman  empire,  AhoUouius 
and  made  at  this  time  a  great  figure  in  the  world,  a  fuccin£t    >^*'*'* 
account  of  his. life  and  a£^ions  cannot  be  looked  upon  as 
foreign  to  the  prefent  fubjeft,  nor  be  ill  received  by  our 
readers.     Of  the  other  writers,  who  flouri(hed  under  Do- 
mitian, we  (hall  fpeak  in  our  notes  (W).     Apollonius  was 

born 

p  Suet.  ibid..  Dio>  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  769.    Macrob.  Saturn,  lib.  v« 
cap.  xii.    La6t.  Perfec.  cap.  3.  q  Goltz.  p.  134. 

iW)  Thefc  were  Quintilian,  fettled  a  falary  upon  the  profef- 

icrius  Flaccus,  Martial,  Sta-  fors  of  eloquence,  to  be  paid 

tius,  Juvenal,. and  Silius.  Mar-  yearly  out  of  the  treafury,  Quin- 

cus  Fabius   Quintilianus   was,  tilian  was  the  firil  who  opened  a 

according   to    St.   Jerom    and  free  fchool  at  Rome.    He  dif- 

Aufonius,    a     native    of    Ca-  charged  that  important  office 

Ugorioa,    now   Calahorra,    in  with  great  reputation,  and  to 

OM  Caftile :    he    ftudied  rhe-  the  fatisfa£lion  of  all,  for  the 

toric    under    Domitius    Afer  :  fpace  of  twenty  years ;  during 

He  pleaded  fevcral  caufes   at  which  time  he  acquired  great 

Rome  bcforequeen  Berenice  (I),  wealth.     He  then  refigned  his 

and  confequently  under  Vefpa-  charge,  and  wrote  a  book  on 

fian ;  for  m  his  time  Berenice  the  caufes  of  the  decay  of  elo- 

camc  to  Rprae,    and  watf  by  quence  {2).     When  he  had  fi- 

Titus   ieot    back  to  her  own  niHied  this  treatife,  he  was  pre- 

jcountry,  in  the  very  beginning  vailed  upon  by  his  friends  to 

of  lus  reign.    Vefpafian  having  undertake    a    more    laborious 

.  (1)  Q^intk  libi  iv.  cap.  i,         (2)  Quint.  Praefat.  &  lib.  vi.  p.  177. 

Wt)rk: 
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bom  three  or  four  years  before  the  common  Chriftian  ser^}  ' 
for  he  is  faid  to  have  lived  an  hundred  yearSj,  and  died  foaa 

after 


work ;  his  twelve  books  of 
rhetoric,  which  will  be  ever 
admired  by  all  perfons  of  taile 
and  judgment.  While  he  was 
employed  in'  compofing  this 
work,  Domitian  charged  him 
with  the  education  of  his  Mer*s 
prandfons,  as  we  have  related 
in  the  text  (3).  He  was  after- 
wards honoured  with  the  con- 
fular  ornaments,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  Flavius  Clemens* 
then  in  great  favour  with  the 
emperor.  Sidonius  Apolinaris 
bellows  high  encomiums  upon 
Quintilian,  and  equals  him  to 
the  mod  elegant  writers  of  anti- 
quity (4).  ^  ^ 

C.  Valerius  Flaccus  Setmus 
Balbus  was  a  native  of  Padua, 
as  is  evident  from  Martial  (^), 
and  not  of  Setia  in  Campania, 
as  fome  have  conjectured  from 
the  name  of  Setinus.  He  wrote 
an  epic  poem  on  the  voyage  of 
the  Argonauts,  divided  into 
eight  books,  which  he  began  in 
the  reign  of  Vefpafian,  to  whom 
it  is  infcribed,  and  continued 
under  Domitian;  for  he  was, 
according  to  Voltjus,  prevented 
by  death  from  putting  the  laft 
hand  to  it  (6). 

The  poet  M.  Valerius  Mar- 
tialis,  U)  famous  for  bis  epi- 
grams, was  a  native  of  fiilbi- 
hs  (7),  which  flood  at  a  fmall 
di (lance  from  the  prefent  city 
of  Calataiud,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Arragon  (8).  He  was  born  in 
the  reign  of  Claudius,  came  to 


Rome  in  that  of  Nero,  bein^ 
then  twenty  years  old,  and  lived 
there  thirty  years  (9),  favoured 
by  the  emperors,  efpecially  by 
Domitian,  whom,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  he  flatters  in  a  moft  ab- 
jed  manner.  Upon  that  prince's 
death  he  left  the  city,  and  retir- 
ed to  his  own  country ;  where, 
after  three  years,    which   he 
paiied  without  writing,  he  was 
prevailed   upon  by  Terentius 
Prifcus  to  compofe  his  twelfth 
book,  in  which  he  {peaks  of  the 
emperors Nerva  and  Trajan  ( i). 
Pliny,  in  whofe  commendation 
he  had  written  an  epigram,  had 
a  particular  kindnefs  and  efleem. 
for  him  ;  whence  he  prefented 
him,  upon  his  departure  from 
Rome,  with  a  fum  of  money  to 
defray  the  expences  of  his  jour- 
ney (2).  As  to  his  writings,  the 
emperor  Lucius  Verus  ufed  to 
call  him  his  Virgil   (3)  ;  but 
few,  either  before  or  fince  that 
prince's  time,  feem  to  have  en- 
tertained fuch  a  high  opinion 
of  his  compoiitions.    Scaliger 
approves  ot  what  he  himfelf 
wrote  of  his  epigrams.    Moft 
critics  have  found  fauU  with 
his  thoughts,  his  flyle,  and,  a- 
bove  all,  with  his  puns,  which 
are  often  very  low,  and  widi 
his  pretended  witticifnis  (4). 
Befides,  fome  of  his  epigrams 
are,  for  their  lewdnefs,  infam- 
ous, perhaps  beyond  any  thing 
written  in  the  Latin  toseue. 
Statius  flourilhed  at  t^e  £ime 


(3)  Quint,  lib.  iv.  Prafat.  (4)  Sid.  Apollin.  lib.  v.  epift.  lo. 

k,  hb.  ji.  car.  vcr.  190.  &  lib.  ix.  vcr.  31S.  (5)  Mart  lib.  i. 

epigr.  6*,  77.  (6)  VoiT.  Poet.  Lat.  p.  46.  (7)  Mart.  lib.  xik 

epigr.  ig.  (S)  Baudr.  &  Bail.  Poet.  p.  412.  {^)  Voff*  Poet 

Lat.  p.  46.  (i)  Mart.  lib.  xii.  Prasf,  epigr.  i8»  4,  6,  S.  &  lib.  x. 

«P»gr-  34.  («)  Plin.  lib.  iii   epift.  ai.  (3)  Lamprid.  Vk* 

Vcr.  p.  15.  (4)  Vide  Bail.  Poet.  p.  4n» 

time; 
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'  Jfter  ttrc  atceffion  of  Nerva  to  the  empire,  which  happened 
•^n  Ae  ttinety-fixth  year  of  the  Chriftian  aera,     ^    " 
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time  t  ^t  h  nev^r  m^ntitmcd 
fey_  Martkl,  which  fome  afcribie 
tojealoufy,  Statius  being  highly 
eftecmed  by  Dotoitian,  on  ac- 
couDit  of  his  making,  with  ex- 
traordinary eafe,  extemporary 
verfes  upon  any  fubjet^:  what- 
ever.       He    wrote    two    epic 
poems  ;  namely,  the  Thebais, 
comprifed  in  twelve  books,  and 
the  Achilleis,  which  cofafifts  On- 
ly of  two,  the  poet  being  pre- 
vented by  death  from  accom- 
pli(huig  that  work  (5),    They 
we  both  infcribed  to  Domitian. 
Befides  thefe  poems,  he  wrote 
fcveral  other  pieces,  upon  va- 
rious   occafions,    which    have 
likewife  reached  us,  under  the 
tkle  of  Sylva&,  and  are  compre- 
hended in  five  books.    His  com- 
politions  were  much  efteemed 
at  Roni€  in  his  own  time,  and 
are  ftill  admired  by  the  young 
poets;   tiay,  Julius  Scaliger  is 
of  q)inioi!i,  that  of  all  the  an- 
dent  poets,  he  comes  nearefi: 
to  the  inimitable  Virgil.    But 
better  judges  look  upon  Statius 
nther  as  a  bad  hiflorian  than  a 
good  poet,  and  defpife  his  bom- 
bad  ftyle,and  quaint  expreilions. 
His  Sylva,  which  were  for  the 
moft  jpart  compofed  extempora- 
neouJly,  and  without  premedi- 
tation, are  by  the  critics  more 
tfteemed  than  his  epic  poems, 
there  being  in  them  fome  very 
good  thoughts,  mixed  with  fuch 
IS  are  quite  trivial  and  low  (6). 
Decius  Junius  Juvenalis  was 
tontemporary  with  Statius  and 
Martial,  and  continued  to  write 


ttnder  Nenra  and  Trajan.  He 
was  born  at  Aquinum,  whence 
he  came  to  Rome  when  he  was 
very  yodng,  and  gained  great 
credit  by  his  Sativ-es,  which  were 
read  by  many  Romans,  who  pe- 
rufed  no  other  book  (7).  A 
player,  in  great  favour  at  court, 
offended  at  fome  verfes  of  his 
feventh  fatire,  had  ihtereft 
enough  with  the  emperor  to  get 
him  removed  from  Rome,  and 
fent  into  Egypt,  to  command  a 
legion  quartered  in  the  utmoft 
bounds  of  that  province ;  where 
he  died  foon  after  of  grief,  be- 
ing fourfcore  when  he  was  ob- 
liged to  undertake  that  journey. 

Caius  Sill  us  Italicus  wrote  a 
poem,  highly  commended  by 
Martial  (8) ,  on  the  fecond  Pu- 
nic war»  Before  he  applied 
himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  poetry, 
he  had  pleaded  many  years  at 
the  bar,  and  had  even  been  con- 
ful ;  which  office  he  difcharged 
the  year  that  Nero  was  killed. 
He  is  not,  by  our  modem  cri- 
tics, much  eueemed  as  a  poet ; 
but  greatly  commended  for  the 
purity  of  his  %le,  wherein  he 
is  thought  to  excel  all  the  wri- 
ters of  his  time  (9). 

Several  other  poets  are  men- 
tioned by  Martial,  as  flourifh- 
ing  at  this  time ;  namely,  Cur- 
tiiis  Montanus,  Turn  us,  and 
Scaeva  Memor,  who  were  bro- 
thers ;  Aruntius  Stella*  Codrut 
or  Cordus,  Paceius,  Fauftus, 
Rubrenus,  Lappa,  M.  Unicus, 
Ligurinus,  Theodorus,  Canius, 
Licinianus,  Voconius  Viftor, 

(s)  Bail.  Poet.  p.  ^is.  (6)  Ibid.  p.  416.  (7)  Ammian. 

Hb.  xxviii.  p.  374.  (S)  Mart.  lib.  iv.  cpig.  14*  (9)  '^*«* 

Sail.  Poet.  p.  39i« 

Vol.  XllU  .  .        O.  ^^ 
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of  Tyancus  he  borrowed  from  the  city  of  Tyana  in  Cappo- 

docia,  the  place  of  his  nativity.     His  birth  was  foretoldt^ 

and  accompanied,  if  the  author  of  his  life  is  to  be  credit-' 

HiappKis    ed  %  by  many  prodigies.    When  he  was  but  fourteen  years 

^th^fluihof  ®^^'  ^^  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Pythagoric  phi- 

thePytha'   lofop*^y>  ^^^  ^^  Tarfus,  the  capital  of  Cilicia,  and  aftcr- 

foricpki*     wards  at  Mpty  another  city  of  the  lame  province,  under 
ifophy^        the  dire£lion  of  one  Euxenes.    He  retired  at  the  age  of 
fixteen  to  a  houfe  in  the  country,  where  he  led  a  life  of 
*rht  aujii-    great  aufterity,  abftaining,  purfuant  to  the  maxims  of  his 
^sje  ^^^'  ^^^^  ^^^  manner  of  flefli,  fuiFering  his  hair  to  grow, 

going  barefoot,  and.  clad  only  in  linen,  that  he  might  ufc  i 
nothing  proceeding  from  any  living  creature.  From  his 
country  refidence,  he  removed,  after  fome  time,  to  the 
temple  of  ^fculapius  in  the  city  of  -<Slgae,  where  he  foon  , 
became  known,  great  numbers  of  votaries  flocking  daily  to 
the  temple  of  that  pretended  deity,  for  the  prefervation  or 
recovery  of  their  health.  There  ApoUonius  commenced 
cenfor  and  reformer  of  manners,  having  already,  it  feems, 
^    an  extraordinary  opinion  of  his  own  virtue  •. 

His  father  dying,  he  took  pofleffion  of  his  inheri- 
tance ;  but  referved  only  a  fmall  fhare  of  it  for  himfelf, 
the  greateft  part  of  it  he  yielded  to  his  brother,  who  led 
a  vicious  and  diflblute  life,  from  which  he  was  by  this 
generofity  retrieved ;  the  reft,  except  a  very  fmall  portion, 
he  divided  amgngft  his  necefiitous  relations.  Being  thus 
difengaged  from  every  thing  that  could  divert  him  from 
the  'ftudy  of  philofophy,  and  the  pra£tice  of  virtue,  he 
pafled  five  years  in  filence,  agreeably  to  tUe  cuftom  of 
V  the  Pythagoreans.     During  that  time,  he  appeafed  feveral 

tumults  and  feditions  in  Cilicia  and  Pamphylia,  efpecially 
at  Afpenda,  one  of  the  chief  cities  in  the  latter  province, 
where  the  populace  were  ready  to  burn  the  chief  magiftrate 
alive,  for  not  obliging  fome  of  the  wealthy  inhabitants  to 
produce  their  corn  durihg  a  famine,  and  fell  it  at  a  reafon- 
able  price.  He  went  afterwards  to  Antioch,  to  Ephefus, 
and  to  feveral  cities,  where  he  revived  the  worfliip  of  fome 
deities  or  idols,  which  now  began  to  be  neglected.    He 

»  Philoft.  Vit.  ApoII.  Ty.  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  •  Ibid.  cap.  6—9. 

andPaflienus  Paulus  (i).    Sui-  to  Modeftus,  governor  of  E-^ 

dasme/itionsoneEpaphroditus,  gypt ;    but  afterwards  became 

author  of  feveral  books  upon  tamous  at  Rome  in  the  reign  of 

grammar  ;    which    have  been  Nero,  and  died  in  that  of  Ne^ 

long  fince  loft.     He  was  a  na-  va,  in  the  feyenty-fifth  year  of 


live  of  Boeotia,  had  been  flave    his  age  (2). 

(i)  yoff.  Poet.  Lat,  p.  47.  (1)  Suid,  p.  966. 
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^ra£Ufed  fevery  where  fecret  myfterics,  to  which  thofc  alone 
were  admitted^  who  had  obfcrVed.  filence  for  the  fpace  of 
four  years.  He  aifumed  the  chara£ier  of  a  Icgiflator,  pre-  His  impw 
tending  to  require  nothing  of  others  but  what  he  had  per-  ^f"^*  ^^ 
formed  himfelf :  he  even  boafted  of  a  thorough  knowlege  of  ^[f^"'"^ 
all  languages,  without  ever  having  learned  them ;  and  had 
the  impudence  to  declare,  that  the  moft  fecret  receffes  of 
men's  hearts,  and  their  mod  private  thoughts,  lay  open  to 
him  ".  However,  he  had  yet  but  feven  difciples ;  and  thefe 
too  abandoned  him,  as  foon  as  he  had  declared  his  in* 
tention  of  travelling  into  India,  to  vifit  the  philofophers 
there,  known  by  the  name  of  Bramans,  or  Brachmanes  ;  fo 
that  he  left  Antioch,  attended  only  by  two  domeftics :  but 
at  Nineve  was  joined  by  Damis,  a  native  of  that  place,  who, 
of  all  the  difciples  he  ever  had,  proved  the  moft  devoted  to 
him  5  for  he  obferved  with  great  attention,  and  carefully 
rcgiftercd,  not  only  his  moft  minute  anions,  but  even  his 
words.  Thefe  memoirs  falling  afterwards  into  the  hands 
of  Julia  'Augufta,  the  wife  of  the  emperor  Severus,  flie 
imparted  them  to  Philoftratus,  who  chiefly  copied  from 
them  what  he  wrote  of  his  pretended  hero.  Apollonius, 
on  his  journey  from  Nineve  to  Babylon,  acquired  the  art  of 
interpreting  oracles  delivered  by  birds. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Babylon,  he  was  received  by  the  Hi  or" 
Magis  of  the  place,  with  whom  he  often  conferred  in  pri-  ^^V.^* 
vate.     He  foon  left  Babylon,  and  fet  out  for  India  j  where  ^^^'^** 
•  he  was  received  with  great  marks  of  efteem  by  a  king  named  Hi  trayiU 
Phraothes,  of  whom  Philoftratus  relates  wonders ;  and  by  ^^  ^*^'^* 
him  introduced  to  Hiarchus,  the  chief  of  the  Bramans, 
who  at  that  time  was  but  eighteen  years  old.     Apollonius 
pafled  four  months  with  thefe  priefts,  held  frequent  con- 
ferences with  the  chief  men  amongft  them,  to  which  not 
even  Damis  was  admitted,  and  ever  after  entertained  the  ' 
higheft  opinion  of  their  feflu     After  he  had  learned  all  the 
myfteries  of  their  ptofeflion,  he  left  India,  and  returning 
by  fea,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Euphrates,  or  rather  the 
Tigris;  went  from  thence  by  land  to  Babylon,   then  to 
Nineve,  and  from  Nineve  to  Antioch.     After  a  fliort  ftay 
in  this  city,  he  removed  to  Ionia,  and  fettled  in  that  coun- 
try,  refiding  fometimes   at  Ephefus,    and  fometimes  at 
Smyrna  ^. 

He  is  faid  to  have  undertaken  with  incredible  fuccefs  the 
reformation  of  manners,  firft  at  Ephefus,  and  afterwards  in 
the  other  cities  of  Ionia ;  reclaiming,  partly  by  his  precepts, 

■  PWloft.  Vit.  Apoll.  Ty.  lib.  i.  ctp.  lo— »5«  w  Idem, 

lib.  iii,  cap.  15,  x(.  , 
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Kiturms  to   »nd  partly  by  his  exemplary  life,  fuch  as  were  abandoneJ 
Afiat  and    to  all  manner  of  lewdnefs  and  iniquity  ^.    From  Ionia  he 
thtftmu^     went  to  Ilium,  where  he  embarked  for  Leibes,  and  £rom 
llTreftr^    thence  failed  to  Athens  ;  in  which  city  he  reformed  innii* 
matioM  tf    merablc  abufes,  aiid  entirely  abolilhed  the  inhuman  fpcc- 
wuuMin.     tacles  of  gladiators.    He  traTelled  all  over  Greece,  reviving 
the  ancient  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks,  and  eftablifliing  l3[ie 
idolatrous  worfbip  of  the  gods.    The  Eleans  invited  him 
to  the  fports,  which  were  to  be  celebrated  on  occaGon  of 
the  one  hundred  and  tenth  Olympiad.    He  complied  with 
their  invitation,   and,  by  his  warm  exhortations,  infpircd 
both  Greeks  and  foreigners,  with  the  fove  of  virtue,  and 
abhorrence  of  vice.    At  Corinth  he  was  kindly  received, 
and  ever  after  admired,  by  Demctriuy,  the  moft  celebrated 
Cynic  of  thofe  days,  and  his  difciple  Menippus.     At  La« 
cedaemon,  where  he  paffed  great  part  of  the  winter,  he  i» 
faid  to  have  perfuaded  the  inhabitants  to  refume  their  an^ 
cient  manner  of  living  y.     In  the  beginning  of  the  (pring 
he  failed  from  Lacedaemon  to  Crete,  and  From  thence  to 
JRome,  where  he  refidcd  till  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  cityi 
in  confequence  of  an  edi6l  enafted  by  Nero,  driving  ^ 
philofophers  out  of  Rome. 
Hi  nuou'        ^^  ^^^^  retired  to  Cadiz,  where,  in  a  private  €onferenee» 
ragij  Gal-  ^^  encouraged  Galba  to  revolt  from  Nero,  and  aiTume  Ac 
ba  to  n-      fovereignty.    From  Cadiz  he  croffled  over  to  Africa,  from 
^Itfrom     Africa  he  returned  to  Hetruria,  and  thence  paffisd  to  Sicily, 
"^^'  in  which  country  he  received  intelligence  of  Nero's  death* 

However,  he  would  not  return  to  Rome,   but  failed  to 
Achaia  or  Greece,  where  he  remained  the  winter,  and  ear- 
ly in  the  fpring  went  into  Egypt,  followed  by  prodigious 
crowds.     Vefpafian,  while  he  was  in  Egypt,  went  to  vifit 
Is  eonfuUtd  Apollonius :  he  confulted  him  in  private  about  the  ftate 
iyVtJpa*     of  his  affairs,  and  paid  great  deference  to  his  judgment. 
/«r.  Dio  and  Euphrates,  two  celebrated  phik)fophers,  advifed 

Vefpafian  to  renounce  the  fovereignty,  after  he  had  over- 
come Vitellius,  apd  reftore  the  republic  to  its  former  liber- 
ty; but  Apollonius  oppofed  their  fentiments.  Vefpafian 
followed  the  opinion  of  Apollonius,  who  took  the  liberty 
to  inftrufk  him  how  to  govern  with  equity  and  moderation. 
Vefpafian  offered  to  reward  him  with  great  generofity  for 
his  excellent  precepts  ;  but  the  philofopher  would  not  ac- 
cept the  leaft  acknowlegement  *. 

From  Alexandria  Vefpafian  departed  for  Rome,  and  A- 
poUonius  travelled  into  Ethiopia,  with  a  defign  to  vifit  tb^ 

Jt  Philoft.  Vit.  Apol.  Ty.  lib.  iv.  Cap.  l,  ».  f  Idem,  lih.  !?• 

cap.  3— II.  25  Ibid.  lib.  f.  cap.  3««*24« 
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pbilofophers  of  that  country;.    Of  liis  thirty  diiciples^  ten  Travils 
only  accompanied  him  in  this  journey,  the  others  choofing  'w//?  StMi- 
to  remain  at  Alexandria.     He  was  at  firft  received  very  ^M^ 
coldly  by  the  Ethiopian  philofophers,  who  had  been  preju- 
diced againft  him  by  Euphrates ;  but  they  w^re  foon  recon- 
ciled to  each  other>  and  held  feveral  conferences,  which 
ApoUonius  interrupted  to  view  the  fources  of  the  Nile ; 
but  he  did  not  go  beyond  the  third  catara£i.     He  returned 
to  £gypt  about  the  time  that  Titus  took  the  city  of  Jerufa- 
lem.     Next  year  Titus  returned  to  Rome,  and  was  met  by 
Apoltonius  at  Argos^  who  now  travelled  all  over  Fhoeni* 
cia,    Ionia,  and  Cilicia ;   vifited  feveral  cities  of  Greece ; 
and»    if  Codinus  is  to  be  believed,   went  to  Byzantium, 
and    there  ere£led  ieveral  talifmans,  or  magical  figures, 
which  remained  till   the   year   870,   when  the  emperor 
Ba(i]iU8  caufed  them  to  be   removed  *•      From  Byzan-  G9fs  u 
tium  he  returned  to  Greece,  and  from  thence  to  Rome ;  Rome* 
where  he  excited  the  people  againft  the  emperor  Domitian, 
and  exhorted  Nerva,  who  was  afterwards  emperor^  to  head 
the   infurre£tion.     Domitian  was  informed  of  his  private 
pra£tices,  and  at  the  fame  time  told,  that  he  had  facrificed 
a  child,  in  order  to  difcover,  bjr  viewing  its  entrails,  what 
fuccefs  would  attend  Nerva,  it  he  engaged  in  the  confpi-       v 
racy*     In  confequence  of  this  information,  the  emperor 
commanded  the  governor  of  Afia,  yrhither  ApoUonius  was 
already  retired,  to'  feize  and  fend  him  in  chains  to  Rome* 
But  ApoUoniusy  before  the  order  arrived,  had  left  Afia,  in 
order  to  return  to  Rome.   At  Puteoli  he  found  Demetrius, 
the  celebrated  Cynic,  who  acquainted  him  with  the  em- 
peror's edidi  ordering  all  the  phllofopbers  to  depart  Rome ; 
and  at  the  fame  timeexhortedhimtoconcealhimfelf^lefthe 
ffiould  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  rage  of  Domitian,  who  bore  an 
irreconcileable  hatred  to  all  phllofopbers,  and  to  him  iii 
particular.     ApoUonius  replied,  that  he  could  not  follow 
his  advice,  without  betraying  Nerva  ;  and  that  he  was  very 
fure  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  tyrant  to  put  him  to 
death.     He   therefore  purfued  his  journey  in  the  habit 
peculiar  to  philofophers }    but  obliged  Damis,    his  only 
companion,  to  quit  it,  left  he  ihould  be  difcovered  and  im- 
prifoned  ^. 

He  no  fooner  arrived  at  Rome,  than  the  emperor  ordered  Whiff  hth 
Cafperius  ^lianus,  captain,  of  the  prastorian  guards,  to  /^«'^««^ 
fcize  him.    Cafperius,  who  had  a  particular  veneration  for  2J'^2^' 
him,  on  pretence  of  cxamming  him  in  private,  inftruSed  /j^„.^  ^/. 

t  Georg.  Codin.  Onginet  Conftantinop.  ^  Philoft.  lib.  .vii* 

cap.  2«»6« 
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him  how  to  make  his  defence,  when  fummoned  before  tbe 
judges  \  and  then,'  as  he  durft  not  difmifs  him,  committed 
him  to  prifon.     After  he  had  been  confined  fix  days^  he 
was  brought    before  the    emperor,  who    examined  him 
concerning  the  defigns  of  Nerva.      Apollonius  declared, 
that  Nerva  had  never  ehtertained  the  leaft  thought  of  con- 
fpiring  againft  him,  or  afTuming  the  fovereignty.  Domitian^ 
finding  he  could  draw  no  fatisfa£bory  anfwer  from  him,  or- 
dered his  beard  to  b^  (haved,  a  great  infult  to  a  philofo- 
pher;  and  commanded  him  to  be  led  back  to  pfifon,  loaded 
with  chains,  from  which,  however,  he  was  two  days  after 
difchargcd,  at  the  requeft  of  Cafperius.    While  he  was  in 
bonds,  he  aflured  Damis,  who  attended  him  even  in  con- 
finement, that  the  emperor,  notwithftanding  his  unlimited 
power,  could  noL  hurt  him  ;   and  fo  faying,  drew,  with 
great  cafe,  his  leg  out  of  the  chain.    He  was  brought  again 
before  the  emperor ;  who,  after  having  examined  him  in 
the  prcfcnce  of  many  perfons  of  diftinftion,  declared  him 
innocent,  and  afterwards  had  2^  private  conference  with 
him,  in  which  Apollonius  difplayed  the  great  evils  that  mud 
neceflarily  enfue  from  the  prince's  giving  ear  to  informers. 
**  As  for  myfelf  (faid  he),  I  am  not  un^r  the  leaft  appre- 
henfion :  you  may  caufe  me  to  be  feized ;  but  put  me  to 
death  you  cannot :  that  the  laws  of  fate,  and  my  deftiny^ 
will  not  allow."     Apollonius,  having  thus  fpoken,  difap- 
peared,  and  was  fecn  that  evening  at  Puteoli,  three  days 
journey  diftant  from  Rome  *^. 

From  Puteoli  he  pafled  over  into  Sicily,  and  from  thence 
into  Greece,  where  he  remained  two  years,  followed  aod 
admired  by  great  multitudes  of  people  of  all  ranks  and 
ages,  whom,  by  his  precepts  and  example,  he  animated  to 
defpife  wealth,  and  place  their  whole  happinefs  in  the  pur- 
fult  of  virtue.  From  Greece  he  returned  to  Ionia,  refiding 
partly  at  Smyrna,  and  partly  at  Ephefus;  but  frequently 
yifiting  all  the  cities  of  that  province.  While  he  was  har 
ranguing  a  numerous  affembly  at  Ephefus,  the  minute  that 
Dornitian  was  flain,  he  fuddenly  lowered  his  voice,  appa- 
rently feized  with  fear ;  but  neverthelefs  purfued  his  dif- 
courfe  for  fonie  time,  though  faintly,  and  often  flopping,  as 
if  he  had  been  intent  upon  another  fubjeft.  At  length  he 
left  oflF  fpeaking,  fixed  his  eyes  ftedfaftly  on  the  ground, 
and,  after  a  fliort  fiJence,  **  Strike  home  (he  cried),  ftrike  the 
tyrant  home."  As  the  numerous  affembly  was  greatly  fur- 
prifed,  he  no  fooner  recolleaed  himfelf,  than  he  bid  them 
be  of  good  cheer,  and  rejoice :  •*  For  the  tyrant  (added  hc)i 

c  Fhiloft.  lib.  ui  cap.  3,  is,  14,  17, 
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18  dead ;  he  Is  juft  now  expired  '*.**    The  fame  circum  (lance 
is  related  by  Dio  Caffius,  as  an  event  not  to  be  doubted  ; 
najT)  he  adds,  that  Apollonius,  during  his  reverie,  named 
Stephanus,  crying  out  fo  as  to   be  heard  by  the  whole 
afiembly,  '*  Courage,  brave  Stephanus !  courage !  difpatch 
the    tyrant*."    Nerva,  who  fucceeded  Domitian,  had  no  Isinmitid 
fooner  taken  pofleflion  of  the  empire,  than  he  wrote  to  ^J'^^'^'^J 
Apollonius,  inviting  him  to  Rome.     The  philofophcr  re-  ^J^V^'^i 
plied 9  that,  by  the  decrees  of  fate,  they  were  never  more  to  to  go  thU 
fee  one  another.    However,  he  wrote  the  emperor  a  letter  ther. 
filled  vrith  excellent  precepts  for  governing  with  equity  and 
moderation.    This  paper  he  fent   by  Damis,  whom  he 
charged  to  recite  to  the  emperor  many  excellent  maxims  of 
governmerit,  the  refult  of  his  experience. 

While  Damis  was  at  Rome,  he   received  advice,  that 
Apollonius  had  difappeared  5  he  therefore  concluded,  that  He*difap* 
he  had  difpatched  him  to  Rome,  that  he  might  not  be  pre-  t^^^^' 
fent  at  his  death  \  hence  he  is  generally  thought  to  have  died 
this  year,  the  firft  of  Nervals  reign,  and  ninety-fixth  of  the 
Chriftian  aera  (U).    This  philofopher  was  remarkable  for 
his  pride,   arrogance,  and  prefumption  ^.    He  imagined 
himfelfpoffeffed  of  every  virtue  in  an  eminent  degree ;  ar- 
rogated upon  all  occafions  the  character  of  cenfor,  legifla- 
tor,    and  inftruflor;  pretended  to  know  every  thing,  to 
forefee  future  events,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  moft  hid- 
den   thoughts   of  thofe  with  whom  he   converfed  5  nay, 
he  fufiered  himfelf  to  be  acknowleged  as  a  god,  and  re- 

d  Philoft.  lib.  viii.  cap.  lo.  «  Dio,  p.  768.  ^  Philoft.  lib.  u 

cap.  14.  i5>  '9« 

(U)  Damis,  in  his  memoirs,  account  of  the  life  of  Apollonius 
made  no  mention  of  his  death  ;  is  fwelled  by  Philoilratus  with 
and  Philoftratua  declares,  that  a  great  number  of  miracles  and ' 
in  his  tim^  no  one  could  give  predidions.  Amongft  other 
any  probable  account  ot  it.  prodigies  wrought  by  his  hero,  - 
Some  pretended  he  died  at  E-  he  tells  us,  that  he  reftored  to 
phcfus ;  others  related,  that  he  life  a  young  woman  of  a  confu- 
wcnt  into  a  temple  at  Lindus  lar  family ;  but,  at  the  fame 
in  the  iiland  of  Rhodes,  and  time,  feems  to  doubt,  whether 
was  never  afterwards  fccn.  Phi-  or  no  (he  was  quite  dead, 
loftratus  alTures  us,  that  though  Some  of  the  fathers  have  been 
he  had  travelled  into  fevcral  at  great  pains  to  prove  him  an 
countries,  he  could  no  where  impoftor;  and  as  to  his  mi- 
find  his  tomb,  nor  hear  any  ccr-  racles,  they  were  afcribed  to 
tain  account  of  the  manner  of  magic, 
bis  dcath(i}.      This  fuccindt 

(i)  Philoft.  lib.  viii.  cap.  i j. 
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ceived  divide  worfhip  from  the  mukitude*    JTbilofllrafeiit 
extols  his  difinterelEtcdneis,  a^d  the  puril;;  of  Us  xaamiers  ^« 
As  he  maintaiiied  the  do^iae  of  the  aiietesapfycbofisy  o^r 
tranfmigrsuioa  of  fouls,  he  publicly  adored  a  liooj^  pretends 
ingy  thai;  the  foul  of  Amafist  one  of  the  ancient  king&  of 
Egypt,  had  pafled  into  that  aiuroal  (W).     As  no  pcrfoa 
could  give  any  certain  account  of  the  death  of  ApoUomii% 
his  countrymen,  the  inhabitants  of  Tyana,  believed   him 
immortal,  and  revered  him  as  a  dtviskity*    His  images  Ms-eie 
ere£ted  in  many  temples  \  and  tbe  emperors,  inftead  of 
fuppreffing,  countenanced  this  fuperftttion,  by  the  boniHir& 
which  they  tbemfelves  paid  to  the  impoflor  (X).     But  not^i. 
withftanding  the  great  efteem  which '  feveral  of  tihc  em« 
perors  had  for  him,  and  his  many  pretended  miracks^  he 
waS|  at  the  be^ianipg  of  the  fourth  century,  geaevally  be- 

tPbiloft.  Yit.  Apoll.  X\\k  y.  cap.  i^ 

(W)  Philoftratus  endeavours 
to  excufe,  in  the  beft  manner  he 
can,  his  hero  for  quarreling 
with  the  philofopher Euphrates, 
on  whom  be  lays  all  the  blame, 
.  Pliny  the  younger,  who  was  in- 
timately acquainted  with  Eu- 
phrates, beHows  the  higheft  en- 
comiums upon  him  ( i ) ;  and 
Arrian,  in  his  comments  upon 
£pi£tetus,  not  only  extols  his 
eloquence,  but  commends  him 
greatly  for  having  lived  lik^  a 
philofopher  before  he  aflumed 
the  habit  peculiar  to  that  pro- 
feffion  (2).  He  died  in  the  be- 
^nning  of  Adrian's  reign,  with 
whofe  permifiion  he  terminated 
the  infirmities  attending  old 
age  with  a  draught  of  poifon  (3), 
He  publiihed  fome  writings 
againli  Apollonius,  which  Phi- 
loftratus promifes  to  refute  (4)* 
Eunapius  feems  to  afcribe  other 
works  to  him  upon  more  im- 
portant fubje^ls,  by  which  he 
gained  great  reputation  (5)* 


fX)  Adrian  colle£led^  and  dct 
ited  in  the  palace  at  Antium, 
a  great  number  of  his  letters 
(6).  Antonius  Caracalla  ho- 
noured him  with  divine  wor- 
ihip,  and  poniecrated  a  temple- 
to  him  (7).  The  empemr  Alex- 
ander kept  his  image  in  a  pri- 
vate place  of  his  palace,  toge- 
ther with  the  images  of  our  S  j|« 
viour,  of  Abraham,  and  of  fe- 
veral princes,  who  had  go- 
verned with  equity  and  mode- 
ration (8).  Vopifcus  tells  us, 
that  he  read  in  certain  mcfmoin, 
andalfo  heard  ofperfons  of  cre- 
dit, that  the  emperor  Aurelian 
being  refolved  to  give  up  the 
city  of  Tyana  to  be  plundered 
by  his  foldiers,  ApollJ^nius  apr 
pearedto  him,  anddivprtiedlum 
from  that  defign;  and  adds, 
that  the  emperor,  convinced  by 
that  miraculous  apparition,  thai 
Apollonius  was  a  god,  devoted 
to  him  an  image,  a  temple,  aadi 
a  ibtue  (9). 


(1)  Plin.  lib.  i.  epift,  10.  (a)  Arrian.  Epia.  lib.  iii.  cap.  15.  & 

lib.  ii.  cap.  S.  (3)1^10,  lib.  Ixix.  p.  791.  (4)  Philott.  lib.  i. 

cap.  ro.  (5)  Eunap.  in  Vit.  Sophift.  Prasfat.  (6)  Philoft. 

V)?-  ^J"-  PP"-  ^3.  H-        (7)  Die,  lib  Ixxvii.  p.  878,        (%)  Lamp,  ir^ 
Vit.  Veri,  p.  123.       (^)  Vopifc.  in  Vit.  Aurel. 

held 
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|>dd  as  to  impoftor  and  a  nagician.  Philoftrattis  Kas  pre-  His  'woriu 
"fenred  feveral  letters  written  bjr  ApoHonius^  moft  of  them 
very  0iprt»  wkh  a  long  ^ology,  which  he  had  compofed 
wkb  a  defign  to  pronounce  before  Domitian.  Befidca. 
this  apology,  and  a  great  number  of  letters  to  perfons  of  all 
ranks  and  conditions,  he  wrote  a  treadfe  upon  judicial 
aftTology,  comprifcd  in  four  books  *»,  and  another  upon  fii- 
crtfices>  wherein  he  pretended  to  demonftrate  with  what 
kind  of  vidims  each  deity  was  moft  pleafed.  The  former 
treatife  was  not  much  efteemcd :  but  the  latter  was  re- 
peived  with  general  appiaufe* 

CHAP.    LV. 

Prom  the  Death  of  Domitian^  the  laji  of  the 
.  twelve  C^farSf  to  the  Death  of  "Trcgan^  who 
brought  the  Empire  to  its  utmoji  Grandeur  and' 
'  J^xtent. 

THE  death  of  Domitian  was  no  fiooner  divulged,  than-  M,  Cir- 
the  fenate  with  one  voice  declared  M.  Cocceius  Nierva  ^'"'^  ^^* 
emperor.    He  was  a  native  of  Narnia  in  Umbria,  but  his  '^^  '"'^** 
family  came  originally  from  the  iiland  of  Crete  ;  fo  that  he 
was  neither  by  birth  a  Roman,  nor  defcended  from  an  Ita- 
lian family  (Y).    He  was  bornj  according  to  Dio  Caffius,  Hisfa*     ' 
on  the  feventeenth  of  March,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  miij. 
Tiberius's  reign,  and  32d  of  the  Chriftian  sera ;  and  was 
by  Nero,  in  the  twelfth  vear  of  his  reign,  honoured  with 
the  praetorfliip,  and  a  ftatue  in  the  palace,  having,  by 
bis  elegant  poems  (for  he  was  one  of  the  heft  poets  of  his 
time),  gained  the  affeftion  of  that  prince,  who  even  in* 
fcribed  fome  of  his  poetical  pieces  to  him.    Pliny  fpealw^ 
of  his  epigrams,  and  commends  them  ^    He  was  conful 
with  Vefpafian  in  the  year  71,  and  with  Domitian  in  90. 

He  is  celebrated  by  all  the  ancients  as  a  prince  of  a  moft  His  Auma* 
mild  and  humane  temper,  of  great  moderation  and  gene-^^  ^fy%  g^^ 
sofity,  who  looked  upon  himfelf  as  raifed  to  the  empire,  ''*-^^>  ^^* 
not  for  his  own  advantage,  but  forthat  of  his  people  ;  and 

^  Philoft.  lib.  IV*  cap.  6.  t  Plin.  lib^  in.  epift^  9. 

(Y)    However,    his   father,    ther,    had  been  honoured  in 
grandfather,  a&d  gir!»trgrajftd&-   Jlomewith  thc^confular  dignity. 

indeed 
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indeed  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  thofe  who  lived  under 
him  were,  during  the  ihort  time  he  reigned,  his  onljr  end 
and  purfuit.  He  feems  to  have  been  naturally  timorous  ^  ; 
and  fome  writers  charge  both  him  and  Trajan  with  exce£- 
five  drinking.  Apollonius  Tyaneus  was  the  firft  who  foli- 
cited  him  to  afiume  the  fovereignty,  or  at  leaft  to  deliver 
Rome  from  the  tyranny  of  Domitian.  Nerva  hearkened  to 
him,  but  his  courage  failed  him  when  the  defign  was  to  be 
put  in  execution  ^  However,  Domitian,  either  acquainted 
with  this  defign,  or  giving  credit  to  the  aftrologers,  Mrho 
advifed  him  to  beware  of  Nerva,  fince  his  nativity  feemed 
to  promife  him  the  empire,  confined  him  to  Tarentum  in 
the  year  94  ;  and  would  have  put  him  to  death,  had  not  a 
more  kind  aftrologer  afiured  the  emperor,  that  Nerva,  who 
was  of  a  weak  conftitution,  and  fubje£t  to  many  infirmities, 
would  die  in  a  few  days  "  (Z). 

Domitian  being  killed  on  the  eighteenth  of  September  of 
the  year  96,  Nerva  was  the  fame  day  declared  emperor  by 
the  fenate,  and  acknowleged  by  the  praetorian  guards,  not- 
withftanding  their  concern  for  the  death  of  the  late  empe- 
ror, which  they  would  have  revenged,  had  they  not  been 
reftrained  by  Petronius  Secundus,  one  of  their  captains, 
and  by  Parthenius,  Domitian*s  chief  chamberlain*^.  Nerva 
had  fcarce  affumed  the  fovereignty,  when  a  falfe  report  was 
fpread,  that  D6mitian  was  ftill  alive,  and  the  account  of 
his  death  only  an  artifice  to  difcover  the  defigns  of  fuch  as 
he  fufpe&ed:  hence  difmay  feized  all,  and  the  crowd  about 
the  new  emperor  difperfed  in  a  moment.  Nerva  himfelf, 
naturally  wary  and  timorous,  was  ftruck  fpeechlefs,  be- 

k  Ann  Via.  in  Vit.  Trajan.  ^  Philoftr.  in  Vit.  Apoll.  Tyan. 

lib.  vii.  cap.  3.         »  Dio,  lib.lxviii.  p.  769.  »  Plin.  Panegyr. 

Dio,  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  769. 


(Z)  Aurelius  Vi<Stor  writes, 
that  Nerva,  dreading  the  cru- 
elty of  Domitian,  had  retired 
to  Gaul,  and  was  there  when 
he  received  the  news  of  the  ty- 
rant's death,  and  his  own  ele- 
vation to  the  empire  ( i ).  On  the 
other  hand,  Dio  Cailius  takes 
no  notice  of  his  baniihment,  but 
fuppofes  him  to  have  been  at 
Rome  when  Domitian  was  mur- 
dered ;  for  he  tells  us,  that  Par- 
thenius, and  the  other  confpl- 


rators,  offered  the  empire,  be- 
fore the  aflaflination  of  Domi- 
tian, to  feveral  perfons ;  who, 
regarding  fuch  an  oflfer  as  a 
fnare  laid  for  their  deftru£lion, 
declined  it :  but  that  at  length 
Nerva,  who  daily  expe6^ed  to 
be  facrificed  to  the  jealoufy  of 
the  emperor,  was  prompted,  by 
his  own  fear,  to  accept  the  fbve- 
reign  power,  as  the  only  meani 
of  preferving  his  life  (2). 


(1)  Aun  Via,  in  Epit.       (i)  Dio,  lib.  Ixvii.  p.  767. 
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trayed  great  dread  in  his  countenance,  and,  fallen  from  the 
liigheft  hopes,  expefled  nothing  but  inftant  death,  till  Par- 
tbenius  aflured  him,  that  the  report  was  quite  groundlefs. 
Then,  recovering  his  former  temper,  he  went  firft  to  the 
camp  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  thence,  after  he  had  fe- 
cured  them  by  a  promife  of  the  ufual  donative,  to  the  fe- 
nate,  where  he  was  received  with  the  greateft  marks  ima- 

Spnable  of  efteem  and  afFeftion.  Many  congratulatory 
pceches  were  made  on  this  occafion ;  but  that  of  Arrius 
Antoninus,  grandfather  to  the  emperor  T.  Antoninus^  by 
Yiis  mother,  was  of  a  Angular  nature.  Embracing  the  new 
emperor,  with  whom  he  had  long  Jived  in  great  intimacy, 
•*  I  am  come  (faid  he)  with  the  reft,  to  congratulate  the 
ienat6,  the  people  of  Rome,  and  the  provinces  of  the  em- 
piie,  upon  your  advancement  to  this  high  poft  5  but  cannot 
pay  the  fame  compliment  to  you,  who,  after  having,  by 
your  wifdom  and  virtue,  happily  efcaped  the  rage  of  fo  many 
wicked  princes,  plunge  yourfelf  into  new  dangers  and  trou- 
bles^  being  expofed  to  the  cenfure  and  hatred  both  of  your 
friends  and  foes,  efpecially  of  the  former,  who  will  not 
fail,  if  any  of  their  fuits  are  denied,  to  become  your  moft 
implacable  enemies  ^" 

Nerva,  confirmed  in  the  empire  both  by  the  fenate  and  fol-  Th  /?#- 
diery,  blended  together  public  liberty  p  and  fovereign  power;  n^anshappjf 
for,  under  him,  the  Romans  enjoyed  all  the  former,  and  felt  ^^^  ^^"'^ 
none  of  the  evil  efFefts  of  the  latter  ^.  He  immediately  releaf- 
ed  all  thofe  who  had  been,  under  the  late  emperor,  arraigned 
of  treafon,  and  recalled  fuch  as  had  been  banifhed  under  co- 
lour of  the  fame  crime  %  caufing  their  lands  and  inheritances 
to  be  reftored  to  them,  without  the  leaftdeduftion.  However, 
he  would  not  fuffcr  Licinianus,  who  had  been  exiled  for  de- 
bauching a  Veftal,  to  return  to  Italy  ;  but  allowed  him  to 
pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Sicily  *.    He  enafted  fevere  f  «»(^''  ^^ 
laws  againft  informers  ;  and  caufed  all  the  flaves  and  freed-  "v*'**"''^'- 
mtn  to  be  put  to  death,  who  had  accufed  their  mafters  and 
patrons.     Befides  thefe,  many  other  informers  were  pub- 
licly executed,  and,  among  the  reft,  the  philofopher  Seras. 
At  the  fame  time  he  publifhed  an  edift,  forbidding,  agree- 
ably to  the  ancient  laws  of  Rome,  a  flave  or  frecdman  to 
appear  againft  his  mafter  in  any  accufation  whatfoever ;  and  AboH/bes 
ordering,  that  no  perfon  fliould,  for  the  future,  be  accufed  the  law  of 
of  violated  majefty,  or  profecuted  for  living  after  the  man-  ^^^ W' 
per  of  the  Jews,  by  which  words  Dio,  without  all  doubt,         ' 

♦  Aur.  Via.  in  Epit,         p  Tacit.  Vit.  Agric.  cap.  3,         9  Plin. 
lib,ix.  Epift.  13.  /'Pio,  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  76^.  «  Eufcb. 

)ib.  ili.  cap.  xo« 

meant 
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meant  the  Chriftians.    He  folemnly  fwore^  that  no  fena« 
tor  ihould  eyer  by  bis  order  be  put  to  death  \  and  religioaflj 
obferved  his  oath,  though  £bme  of  that  body  confpired 
rUvmuij  *P^°*  ^^^9  ^  ^^  ^*'^  prcfently  relate.    All  the  goods 
fntvM  /.  ^^^  cffcfts  belonging  to  individuals,  which  he  found  in  the 
palace,  he  ordered  to  be  immediately  reftored  to  the  pro- 
prietors }  leffened  the  taxes ;  delivered  the  Jews  from  the 
cruelties  and  oppreffions  of  the  colle£lors  of  the  public  re- 
venues  ;  and,  to  the  great  fatisfadion  of  the  Romans,  an«> 
nulled  the  law  of  Auguftus,  ordering  the  twentieth  part  of 
each  inheritance  and  legacy  to  be  paid  in  to  the  exchequer. 
tiisgmr^'      He  allowed  no  gold  or  Giver  ilatuea  to  be  ere£^ed  to  him, 
jStfUwmrds  retrenched  all  fuperfluous  expences,  abolifliing,  for  that  pur- 
ii^feopU.    p^fg  divers  (acrifices,  and  public  fhews;  but  as   he  ftill 
wanted  money  to  relieve  the  necefBtous  citizens,  and  re- 
ward his  friends,  he  fold  great  part  of  the  gold  and  filrer 
plate,  and  rich  furniture,  both  of  his  own  houfe,  and  of  the 
imperial  palace,    with  feveral  houfes  and  eilates.      He 
expended  a  vaft  fum  upon  the  purchafe  of  land,  to  relieve 
the  poor  of  Rome,   appointing  fome  fenators  of  knows 
integrity  *  to  divide  it  among  the  indigent  "•     From  feve- 
ral medals  of  this  year  it  appears,  that  he  twice  beflowed 
oonfiderable  fums  on  the  people,  befides  the  lands,  and 
a.  large  quantity  of  corn  ^.    The  children  of  fuch  as  were 
poor  he  caufed  to  be  brought  up,  ix^  all  the  cities  of  ItaljTf 
at  the  public  expence.     He  eafed  not  only  Italy,  but  aH  the 
provinces,  of  the  heavy  impoGtions  with  which   they  had 
been  burdened  by  Vefpafian  and  Domitian ;    and  utterly 
abolifhed  the  tax  upon  all  carriages,  which  was  generally 
looked  upon  as  an  infufferable  grievance :  hence  the  fenate 
caufed  feveral  medals  to  be  ftruck,  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
Nh  difin-     membrance  of  fo  great  a  favour.     Of  the  many  inftances  ef 
urefltdnefi.  jjjg  difmtereftednefs  recorded  by  the  ancients^  we  Ihall  only 
relate  the  following  :  Atticus,  a  citizen  of  Athens,  father 
to  the  famous  Herodes  Atticus,  of  whom  we  (hall  fpeak 
in  the  reign  of  *t.  Antoninus,  having  difcovered  in  his 
hpufe  a  large  treafure,  applied  to  Nerva  to  know  how  he 
ihould  difpofe  of  it.    The  emperor,  who  had  no   turn  to 
avarice,  anfwered,   "  Utere  ;  ufe  it  :*'    but  Atticus,  not 
thinking  himfelf  fecure,  wrote  to  him  a  fecond  letter,  ac- 
quainting him,  that  the  treafure  was  too  great  for  a  private 
perfon,  and  that  he  was  therefore  afraid  to  ufe  it.    To  this 
the  generous  prince  replied  in  two  words,  "  Ergo  abutere; 

«  Plin.  lib.  vii.  epift.  31.  »  Dio,  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  770,    Zo- 

nan  p.  199,    Chron.  Alexand.  ^  Bira^^^  I^umiu  p.  143* 

then 
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flben  abufe  tt ;"  importing  that  the  treafure  was  his  without 
feferve ;  and  that  he  might  difpofe  of  it  as  he  thought  fit  \ 

N'erva  renewed  the  law  of  Domitian,  prohibiting  the  caf-  Somg  rfAis 
Iration  of  childrcn ;  and  by  one  edlA  confirmed  all  the  '^^^* 
j^tSLUts  of  that  prince.    He  publifhed  a  law,  forbidding  a 
man's  marrying  his  own  niece,  which  was  firft  allowed  in 
the  reign  of  Claudius  ;  applied  himfelf  with  great  care  to 
the  reformation  of  manners ;  was  afEduous  in  the  adminif- 
tration  of  juftice;  and,  in  (hort,  behaved  In  fuch  manner 
towards  all,  that  he  ufed  to  fay,  he  believed  he  might  re* 
fign  the  empire,   and  return  with  iafety  to  a  private  life, 
not  being  confcious  to  himfelf  of  having  taken  one  ftep  that 
could  ^ve  any  maiijuft  motive  of  offence  ^     He  was  per-  His  to9 
haps  too  kind  to  fuch  as  were  altogether  unworthy  of  his  gnat  lenit} 
favours ;  a  circumftance  in  his  condu£l:  which  gave  occa*  andinM- 
Coti  to  fome  perfons  to  complain  of  his  lenity  and  indul-  ^^''^^' 
gence  (U).     As  foon  as  public  liberty  was  reftored,   all 
who   had  fufiered  by  falfe  accufations  under  Domitian  % 
flocked  to  the  fenate,  demandingi  that  condign  punifhment 
migbt  be  infli&ed  on  fuch  as  had  informed  againft  thenu 
The  fenate  hearkened  to  their  requeft,  and  p^uniflied  fome 
with  death,  others  with  banifhment;  but  not  without  great 
.partiality,  {paring  tfaofe  of  their  own  body.    On  this  occa* 
fion  Pliny  boldly  accufed  Publicus  Certus^  who  was  not 
only  of  the  fenatorial  order,  but  had  been  named  by  the 
hte  emperor  to  the  confulihip  with  Vedius  Proculos.   The 
ficnate,  having  attempted  in  vain  to  perfuade  Pliny  to  drop 
the  profecution^  referred  the  whole  affair  to  the  emperor^ 
who  contented  himfelf  with  confirming  the  confulfliip  to 
Ve^lius,  and  naming  another  to  that  dignity  in  the  room 
of  Certus^  who  died  fbon  after  of  grief.. 

X  Pbiloft.  in  Vit.  Sophift.  p.  54$.  r  Dio,  lib.  Ixviii  p.  77a 

s  Plin.  lib.  ix.  Epift.  13. 

(U)  Having  one  day  invited  under  Domitian,  when  the  ertir 

to  his  table,  befides  many  other  peror,    hearincr    him    nam^, 

perfons  of  diftin6tion,  Junius  "  What   would    Catullus    do^ 

Mauricu«,  who  had  been  ba-  (faid  he),  were  he  alive  now?* 

niflied  by  Domitian,  and  Fabri-  <'  If  he  were  alive  now,  (re^ 

ciuB  Veiento,  aconfular,  who,  plied  Mauricus  with  great  free* 

with  his  fecret  machinations,  dom),  he  would  be  at  table  with 

had  occafioned  the  ruin  of  many  us ;''  which  was  an  oblique  re- 

iUuftrious  citizens  in  the  pre^  fiedlion  on  the  emperor's  lenity 

ceding  reign,  one  of  the  guefts  and  kindnefs  to  Veiento,  and 

happened  to  mention  Catullus  others,  whom  he  ought  rather  to 

MeflklinuSi  a  notorious  informer  have  punifhed  than  carefled  ( i }• 

(i)  Plin,  lib.  iv.  Epift.  ast 

Nenra 
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Nerva  entered  upon  his  third  confulfhip  on  the  calends  ol^ 
January^  which  was  the  firfl:  after  his  acceifion  to  the  em-* 
pire ;  and  chofe  for  his  colleague  L.  Virginius  Rafus^  to 
Firginius     whom  the  foldiers  had  frequently  ofiered  the  empire.     As 
Kujus  dies.  Virginius  was  riCng,  after  he  had  aflumed  the  fafces^  to 
pronounce  a  fpeech  in  praife  of  the  emperor,  according  to 
the  ufual  cuftom,  he  dropped  a  book  out  of  his  band,  and> 
as  he  ftooped  to  take  it  up,  fell  himfelf,  and  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  break  his  leg ;  an  accident  which,  as  be  was 
then  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age,  occafioned  his 
death.     He  was,  by  the  emperor's  order,  buried  with  the 
utmoft  pomp  and  magnificence  ;  and  Cornelius  Tacitus  the 
hiflorian,  whom  Nerya  raifed  to  the  coBiTulate  in  his  room, 
pronounced  his  funeral  oration  ■.     Pliny  wrote  another  pa- 
negyric upon  him  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  one  of  hisfriends, 
acquainting  him  with  the  death  of  that  illuftrious  citizen. 
Calpur-       This  year  Calpurnius  Craffus,  defcended  from  the  ancient 
niusCraf-    ^^^  illuftrious  family  of  the  Craffi,  confpired,  with  fomc 
Airg^a-      Others,  againft  Nerva ;   who,  being  immediately  informed 
gainfi  NiT'  of  their  wicked  defigns,  fent  for  them,   and  carried  them 
va^  with  him  to  the  public  theatre.     There  he  placed  t^^m  next 

to  himfelf,  and  prefented  them,  as  Titus  had  done  on  the 
like  occafion,  the  fwords  of  the  gladiators,  which  were  al^ 
ways  brought  to,  and  viewed  by,  the  emperor  \    We  are 
not  informed  what  efieft  this  inftance  of  generofity  had 
upon  the  confpirators.    All  we  know  is,  that  Craflus,  hav- 
ing confefled  the  crime,  was,  with  his  wife,  baniflied  ta 
Tarentum.     The  fenate  were  for  condemning  both  him, 
mho  par-     and  his  accomplices,  to  death  ;  but  the  emperor,  alleging 
doMs  him,     ^y^q  Q^th  he  had  taken  not  to  fpill  the  blood  of  any  fenator, 
reftrained  their  zeal.     Fronto,  to  whom  Nerva  had  refign- 
cd  the  fafces,  offended  at  the  prince's  unfeafonable  clemencyi 
faid  boldly,  that  "  it  was  a  great  misfortune  to  have  a 
prince,  under  whom  all  things  were  criminal  and  forbidden; 
but  a  ftill  greater  to  be  governed  by  one,  under  whom  all 
things  were   allowed."     The  emperor  was  fo  far   from  rc- 
fenting  this  freedom,  that  from  this  time  he  a£ted  with 
more  feverity,  taking  for  his  counfellors  fuch  of  the  fena- 
tors  as  were  perfons  of  great  experience,  and  known  inte- 
grity, and  difpatching,  with  their  advice,  all  matters  of  con- 
fequence. 
ThprietO"       It  was  at  this  period,  that  the  prsetorian  guards,  headed 
rianguards  by  -^lianus   Cafperius  their  commander,  occafioned  dif- 
raife  a  /»-   turbances  in  the  city,  under  colour  of  revenging  the  death 
**^'*  of  Domitian  ;  flew  to  the  palace,  and  befieged  Nerva,  de- 

?  Plin.  lib.  ii.  epift.  i,  ^  Dio,  p.  770,    Vift.  Epit. 

manding 
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manding  that  all  thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  affaf- 
fination  of  the  late  emperor,  might  be  delivered  up  to  them^ 
or  publicly  executed.     Nerva,  though  naturally  timorous, 
behaved  on  this  occafion  with  incredible  firmnefs ;  for  of- 
fering his  bare  neck  to  the  incenfed  foldiery,  he  begged 
they   would  be  fatisfied  with  his  life,  and  fpare  thofe  to 
whom  he  was  indebted  for  the  empire,  and  whom,  on  that 
account,  he  could  not  in  honour  abandon  :  but  his  refolu- 
tion  did  not  avail ;  he  was  in  the  end  conftrained  ^  to  con- 
demn thofe,  whom  he  ftudied  to  preferve  at  the  expence  of 
his  own   life.     The  foldiers^  without  being  in .  the   leaft  Kirva  is 
moved  by  his  intreaties>  cut  in  pieces  Petronius  Secundus^  oMigid  to 
Parthenius,and  the  other  confpirators  **.    They  even  obliged  '*?^^,  . 
the  emperor  to  return  them  public  thanks  before  the  people,  '^^Lljj!^ 
for  exterminating  the  word  and  mod  wicked  of  men.  mands. 

This  infolence  of  the  foldiery  eventually  proved  very  ad- 
vantageous to  the  empire ;  for  Nerva,  finding  himfelf  de- 
fpifed  on  account  of  his  infirmities  and  old  age,  refolved 
to  name  fome  perfon  for  his  fucceiTor,  who  (hould  be  able 
both  to  fupport  himj  and  to  govern  with  equity  and  modera- 
tion after  his  death.     He  was  not  without  many  relations 
and  friends  \  but  as  he  had  more  at  heart  the  welfare  of 
the  empire  than  the  grandeur  of  his  family,  he  chofe  Ul-  ^*  adoptt 
pius  Trajan,  the  greateft  and  mod  deferving  perfon  of  that  ^'/'?' 
age,  for  his  fucceflbr,  and  at  the  fame  time  adopted  him     ^^^^* 
in  the.  Capitol,  declaring  his  adoption  with  a  loud  voice  to 
this  eflFefl: :  **  With  my  hearty  wifties  for  the  profperity  of 
the  fenate  and  the  people  of  Rome,  and  that  what  I  do  may 
prove  fortunate  to  them  and  myfeFf,  I  declare  Marcus  Ul- 
pius  Trajan  my  fon."    He  afterwards  gave  him  the  title  of 
Cxfar,  with  that  of  Germanicus,  whicn  he  himfelf  feems 
to  have  aflumed  about  this  time,  invefted  him  with  the  tri- 
bunitial  power,  and  even  honoured  him  with  the  title  of 
emperor  j  fo  that  he  created  him  not  only  his  fucceflbr,  but 
partner  in  the  empire :  at  the  fame  time  he  appointed  him 
conful  for  the  enfuing  year  *.  The  adoption  of  Trajan,  which 
was  received  with  great  joy  both  by  the  fenate  and  people, 
fupprefled  the  diforders  committed  by  the  foldiery,  who  im- 
mediately returned  to  their  duty. 

In  the  following  year  he  entered  upon  his  fourth  confut 
fliip,  having  Ulpius  Trajan,  now  the  fecond  time  conful, 
for  his  colleague;  but  died,  according  to  fome,    on  the  ^he death 
twenty-firft,  according  to  others,  on  the  twenty-feventh,  ^f^*^*^^* 
of  January.    Having  heated  himfelf  in  chiding  with  great 
acrimony  the^ielebrated  iiiformer  Aquilius  Regulus,  he  was 

«  Plin.  Pan.  *  Via.  in  Epit.         •  Dio,  lib.  Ixix,  p.  770. 
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leized  wVdk  a  fever^  which,  as  he  was  weak,  and  adit^aftc^ 
in  years,  footi  put  a  period  to  his  life,  after  he  had  reigiM! 
fixteen  months  and  eight  or  nine  days.    He  had  lived,  ae« 
wording  to  Dio  Caffius  %  fixty-five  years,  ten  months,  and 
as  many  days ;  according  to  Eutropius,  fcventy-one  ;  and^ 
according  to  St.  Jerom,  fevcnty-three  years  *.    He  died  in 
the  Salluftian  gardens,  whence  his  body  was  carried  by^tbe 
fenate  to  the  tomb  of  Auguftus  ^.    He  was  ranked  amongft 
the  gods,  and  Trajan,   out  of  gratitude,  ere£led  fereral 
temples  to  him  both  in  Rome  and  the  provinces  ^    He 
was  a  prince  of  great  wifdom,  generofity,  and  moderation ; 
bat  fome  of  the  provinces  were  more  grievoufly  oppredM 
in  his  reign  than  in  that  of  Domitian,  the  governors,  who 
dreaded  Domitian,  prefuming  upon  the  lenity  and  forbeai^ 
ance  of  his  fucceflbr,  to  enrich  themfelves  at  the  expence 
of  the  unhappy  people  committed  to  their  care.     Thcfc 
grievances  Nerva  would  not  have  failed  to  redrefs,  had  he 
lived  long  enough  to  know  them. 

Trajan  was  a  Spaniard  both  by  birth  and  extraflion,  de* 
fcended  rather  of  an  ancient  than  an  illuftrious  family,  bofti 
in  Italica  near  Seville»  now  known,  according  to  fome,  by 
the  name  of  Old  Seville,  according  to  others,  by  that  ti 
Alcaia  del  Rio.  His  father,  named  alfo  Trajan,  had  been 
honoured  with  the  confulfliip,  diftinguifhed  with  triumphal 
ornaments,  and  raifed  by  Vefpafian  to  the  rank  of  a  patr»* 
cian.  Trajan,  commander  of  the  tenth  legion,  who  fig- 
nalized  himfelf  at  the  taking  of  Japha,  was  father  to  tlve 
prefent  emperor,  who  was  born  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Claudius,  and  52d  of  the  Chriftian  sera.  He 
followed  the  profeffion  of  arms  from  his  early  youth, 
and  ferved  ten  years  in  quality  of  tribune  K  He  dbecked 
the  pride  of  the  Parthians  while  he  was  yet  very  youdg, 
and  defeated  their  meafures  with  the  reputation  of  his  name. 
But  he  then  commanded,  in  all  likelihood,  under  his  father, 
to  whom  he  gave,  when  emperor,  the  title  of  Parthicus, 
as  appears  from  various  medals  ^  He  waS  praetor  in  the 
year  86,  and  conful  in  91,  with  Acilius  Glabrio.  Soon 
after  his  confulihip  be  withdrew  to  Spain,  dreading  the 
cruelty  of  Domitian,  and  led  a  retired  life,  till  he  was  re- 
called by  that  prince,  and  appointed  governor  of  Lower 
Germany.  In  this  officd  he^  performed  nothing  which  his 
jpanegyrift  thought  worth  mentioning,  fince  he  only  fays, 
that  while  he  governed  in  Germany  he  gained  the  afico- 
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tk>nd  of  tlie  foldicry ;  but  notwitfaftanding  tlieir  inviolabttf 
attachment,  never  entertained  the  leaft  thought  of  revolting 
from  the  worft  of  princes,  to  whom  he  had  fwom  allegiance* 

He-ftill  continued  in  this  government  when  Nerva  adopt-  //  adop%td 
cd  him  for  his  fon,  and  appointed  him  his  fucccflbrtin  the  h  ^^r^^ 
empire.  To  this  choice  Nerva  was  impelled  by  the  extra- 
ordinary merit  of  Trajan,  and  a  fincere  defire  of  Continu* 
ing  to  all  the  nations  fubjefk  to  the  empire,  that  happincft 
which  they  enjoyed  in  his  reign.  Trajan  poflcffed,  in  aa 
eminent  degree,  all  thofe  qualities  whicn  form  a  great,  an 
excellent  prince.  He  was,  when  preferred  to  the  empire, 
in  the  forty -fecond,  or  as  fome  infill,  the  fofty-fifth  year 
ttf  his  age,  and  confequently  neither  fubjeft  to  the  vices  of 
youth,  raftinefs  and  precipitation,  nor  to  the  weaknefs  and 
indolence  attending  old  age.  His  body  was  robuft  and 
inured  to  fatigue;  his  countenance  comely  and  majeftic} 
his  flature  regular  and  tall  ;  and  his  behaviour  extremely 
engaging".  He  was  not  himfclf  a  man  of  learning,  hav* 
ing  from  his  childhood  been  brought  up  in  a  camp,  but 
encouraged  in  others  what  he  himfelf  wanted.  As  to  mi-  Trajan  an 
litary  affairs,  he  was,  without  difputc,  the  beft  commander  ^xcelUnt 
of  his  age,  and  equal  to  the  greateft  generals  of  antiquity.  ^**««^^ 
In  every  duty  of  war  he  was  indefatigable ;  he  marched  al- 
ways on  foot  at  the  head  of  the  army,  even  after  he  was 
emperor,  and  croffing  immenfe  countries  without  ever 
mounting  a  horfe,  or  fufiering  himfelf  to  be  carried  in  a 
chariot  or  litter.  His  diet  was  fuch  as  chance  prefeiitcd. 
In  his  garb  he  little  varied  from  ^  common  foldier.  Upoa 
confutations  and  difpatches  he  beftowed  whole  nights  and 
days.  He  never  retired  to  his  tent  till  he  had  vifited  the 
camp,  and  was  always  the  firft  in  the  field  when  the  ufual 
exercifes  were  to  be  performed.  He  was  acquainted  with 
all  the  old  foldiers,  remembered  their  exploits,  and  fami- 
liarly  converfcd  with  them ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  kne\itir 
how  to  keep  them  to  their  dutv.  He  was  great  in  war,  and 
equally  great  in  peace.  Whan  ne  firft  aflumed  the  fovcreign 
power,  he  publicly  profefled,  that  he  did  not  think  himfelf, 
in  that  high  ftation,  more  exempt  from  the  obfervance  of 
the  laws,  than  the  meancft  of  the  people ;  and  accordingly 
took  an  oath  to  obey  them,  which  he  religioufly  obferved. 

He  delighted  to  fee  his  people  happy^  and  had  nothing  fo  f^^tfMdi* 
much  at  heart  as  to  make  them  fo.  To  accompHfli  this  pur-  J^^^J*'  *^* 
pofe  he  chearfully  leflcncd  his  revenue,  Hmited  his  authority,  genJirofity^ 
and  reftrained  his  prerogative,  where  it  feemed  in  the  leaft  and  other 
to  interfere  with  the  intereft  and  happinels  of  his  people,  'virnus. 
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He  was  aware  that  overbearing  pride  was  not  the  way  to 
gain  afFe^ion  or  efteem  ;  and  that  condefccnfion  in  a  prince 
is  not  irreconcileable  with  his  dignity :  he  therefore  lived 
with  his  people  rather  like  a  father  with  bis  children,  than 
a  prince  with  his  fubjed^s  "•  He  advanced  none  but  the 
mod  virtuous  and  worthy  ;  and  fiich  as  were  other  wife,  be 
reclaimed  rather  with  gentlenefs  and  clemency,  than  with 
rigour  and  feverity.  On  his  accefiion  to  the  empire,  he 
declared  in  full  fenate,  that  no  good  man  (hould  ever  be 
put  to  death  by  his  orders ;  a  declaration  which  he  confirm- 
ed by  a  folemn  oath,  and  religoufly  obferved  it.  He  fuffer- 
ed  but  few  (latues  to  be  ereSed  to  him,  difcouraged  flat- 
tery, and  would  not  allow  any  extraordinary  honours  to  be 
conferred  upon  him.  His  palace  was  conftantly  open  to 
perfons  of  all  ranks,  whom  he  received  with  extraordinary 
kindncfs,  heard  with  great  patience,  and  endeavoured,  as 
far  as  poflible,  to  difmifs  none  from  his  prefence  diflTatis^ 
fied ;  looking  upon  himfelf  to  be  raifed  to  that  high  poft, 
not  for  his  own  advantage,  but  for  that  of  others.  To  the 
:  -  reft  of  his  great  qualities  he  added  that  of  veracity,  ailing 
in  council,  in  public  negociations,  and  with  private  men, 
.  without  thofe  little  artifices  which  wife  men  defpife,  and 
none  but  the  apes  of  wife  men  praftife.  He  would  never 
fuffer  any  perfon  to  be  condemned  upon  fufpicion,  however 
ftrong  and  well  grounded,  faying,  it  was  better  a  thoufand 
.  criminals  (hould  efcape  unpunifhed,  than  that  one  innocent 
perfon  fhould  be  condemned  °.  When  he  appointed  Su- 
burranus  captain  of  his  guards,  in  prefenting  him»  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,  with  a  drawn  fword,  the  badge  of  his  office, 
Jie  ufed  thefe  memorable  words  i  **  Pro  me  ;  fi  mcrear,  in 
me :  employ  this  fword  for  me  \  but  turn  it,  if  I  defervc 
it,  againft  me  p," 
Allows  his  He  allowed  none  of  his  freedmen  any  fhare  in  the  admi- 
freedmin  niftratlon,  telling  them  that  he,  and  not  they,  was  inveftcd 
nopovftr.  ^j^i^  jjjg  fovereign  power,  and  therefore  cautioning  tbem 
not  to  afTume  any  authority  inconfiftent  with  their  rank 
(W).     He  is  faid  to  have  excelled  even  Nerva  himfelf  in 

■Plin.  Panegyr.     Dio,  lib.  Ixviii.   p.    772,   773.     Vi6l.  inEpit. 
•  Plin.  Panegyr.  Vift,  Epit.  Dio,  p.  771.  h  Aur.  Vi^^. 

(W)  Some  perfons  having  a  ftrl^tcft  laws  of  jufllcc;  adding, 

fuit  with  one  of  them,  named  '*  Forneitheris  he  Polycletus, 

Eurythmus,    and    fceming   to  nor  I  Nero/*     Polycletus,  of 

dread  the  imperial  freedman,  whom  we  fpoke  in  the  reign  of 

Trajan  afTurcd  them,  that  the  Nero,  was  that  prince's  favour* 

caufe  (hould  be  heard,  difculTed,  ice  freedman. 
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generofity,  ahd  all  the  preceding  princes  in  the  largefle^ 
with  which  he  relieved,  not  only  the  citizens  of  Rome,  but 
even  the  indigent  people  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire  : 
whence  he  was  by  all  nations  looked  upon  as  an  aflPedlionate 
father,  and,  as  fuch,  loved  and  revered.  However,  he  was  Hufaulih 
not  ivithout  fome  failings :  he  was  addicted  to  wine  (X)i 
Pliny  extols  his  chaftity  ;  but  Dio  owns,  that  he  abandoned 
himfelf  to  the  moft  infamous  and  unnatural  pradiices  ;  and 
agrees  therein  both  with  Spartian  ^^  and  the  emperor  Ju- 
lian "",  who  likewife  charges  him  with  lazinefs,  for  fuffer- 
ing  Sura  to  write  moft  of  his  letters.  He  loved  gay  amufe^ 
ments  and  diverfions ;  but  from  hence  arofe  no  negle£t  or 
relaxation  in  his  conducing  the  public  affairs.  He  was 
tin6lu red  with  ambition',  and  more  defirojisof  extending 
the  confines  of  the  empire,  than  was  confiftent  with  juftice^ 
He  fufFercd  himfelf  to  be  ftyled  lord,  as  appears  from  Pli- 
ny's Epiftles  ;  a  title,  which  other  good  emperors,  and  Au-* 
guilus  himfelf,  had  conftantly  refufed,  and  he  feems  at  firft 
to  have  declined  •.  He  likewife  allowed  facrifices  to  be 
offered  to  his  ftatues,  and  people  to  fwear  by  his  life  and 
eternity,  as  moft  facred  things.  We  fliall  now  purfue  the 
hiftory  of  his  reign,  according  to  the  order  of  time« 

Trajan  commanded  a  powerful  army  in  Lower  Germany^ 
when  he  was  adopted  by  Nerva,  and  declared  his  fucceflbt 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  year  97.     He  declined  at  firft 
accepting  that  high  poft  ;  but  was  foon  prevailed  upon  by  He  dccepti 
the  officers  of  his  own  army,  and  the  deputies  difpatched  '^f  '«'/^ «/ 
from  the  armies  in  Upper  Germany,   and  in   Moefia,  to  ^ff^^*  ^ 
affume  the  title  of  Caefar.    He  did  not  feem  in  the  leaft   *'  *^^^^^' 
elated  with  his  new  dignity,  choofing  rather  to  be  regarded 
by  his  foldiers  as  their  general  than  their  emperor.     Nerva 
dying  on  the  twenty-firft  or  twenty-feventh  of  January  of 
the  following  year,  tidings  of  his  death  were  firft  brought 
to  him  by  Adrian  his  cpufin.     Trajan,  who  was  then  at 

^  Spart.  in  Adrian.  '  Jul.  Caf.  p.  12.  ■  Plin.  Panegyr. 

p.  4,  U  io6»  ' 

(X)  This  fault  Dio  Caffius  Julian,  furnamcd  the  Apoffate, 

owns ;  but  adds^  that  he  never  writes,  that  Trajan  had  a  talent 

arank   to  excef8(i).     On  the  for  eloquence,  and  would  have 

other  hand,  A  ureltus  Victor  af-  applied  himfelf  with  fuccefs  to 

fures  us,  that  he  injoined  all  his  that  ftudy,  had  he  not,  by  im* 

officers  not  to  put  in  execution  moderate    drinking,    impaired 

fuch  orders  as  he  (hoiild  give  at  his  natural  capacity  (3). 
or  after  his  banquets  (2)  j  and 

(i>  pio,  p.  77»*   .       (1)  Aur..Vi^,  in  Adrian,  p,  1.  (3)  Jul. 

C«f.  p.  39. 
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Cologne,  immediately  afl'umed  the  title  of  Auguftus,  and 

was  acknowlcgcd  aft  fuch  by  the  armies  in  Germany  and 

Moefia,  who  with  great  joy  fwore  allegiance  to  him.    He 

had  no  foonef  taken   polTeflTion   of  the  empire,  than  he 

alTured  the  fenate  upon  his  oath,  that  no  man  of  probity 

ihould  ever  by  his  orders  be  either  put  to  death,  or  injured 

in  his  fortune*.     He  did  not  immediately  leave  Germany, 

but  Continued  there  all  this,  and  part  of  the  following 

year ;  for  the  time  of  his  confulftiip  was  expired,  as  Pliny 

informs  us  *•,  before  he  fct  out  for  Rome.     All  the  German 

nations  fent  deputies  to  him,  congratulating  him  upon  his 

The  Bar-     acceffion  to  the  empire.    The  Barbarians,  who  dwelt  be- 

^^'yif      7^^^  ^^^  Danubej  and  ufed,  during  the  winter,  to  pafs  that 

th'pr^      river  on  the  ice,  and  commit  great  devaftations  on  the  Ro- 

paci.  man  territories,  hearing  that  Trajan  was  created  emperor, 

refrained  from  all  hoftilities,  not  daring  to  provoke  fo  great 

a  commander,  now  at  liberty  to  chaftize  them  without 

control. 

The  next  confuls  were  Aulus  Cornelius  Palma  and  Caius 
Solius  Senecio,  to  whom  Plutarch  infcribed  feveralofthc 
lives  he  wrote,  and  fome  of  his  mcral  works.    The  fenate 
had  offered  the  confulate  to  Trajan ;  but,  he  declining  it, 
though  all  the  emperors,  ever  fin ce  the  time  of  Claudius, 
had  affumed  that  dignity  the  year  after  their  acceflion  to, 
Ac  empire,  Palma  and  Senecio^  his  two  chief  favourites, 
Trajan  fits  were  appointed  in  hi$  room  '^.     This  year  Trajan  left  Ger* 
put  for        many,  and  fet  out  for  Rome :  his'  march  proved  no  way 
*•■*'•  burden  fome  to  the  provinces  through  which  he  paffed,  no 

man  being  injured  cither  in  his  perfon  or  fortune  by  the 
emperor,  or  his  numerous  train.  He  caufed  the  expencc 
of  his  march,  and  that  of  Domitiaft  when  he  went  into 
Gaul,  to  be  computed,  and  inferted  in  the  public  rcgiftcrs, 
that  his  fucceflbrs  might  thence  learn  how  to  condufl: 
mivn*  themfelves  on  the  like  occafion.  He  entered  Rome  on 
^^^'^  foot,  and  was  received,  by  perfons  of  all  ranks,  with  the 
greatcft  dcmbnftrations  of  joy  imagiuable,  the  people  pro- 
mifmg  themfelves  compile  happinefs  under  fo  good  and  fo 
great  a  prince.  He  tenderly  embraced  bis  old  friends,  who 
came  to  meet  bim  •,  and  would  not  be  treated  by  them  as 
their  fovereign,  but  as  a  friend,  affuring  them,  that  fuch 
they  ihould  find  him  on  all  occafions*  He  went  dire£Uy 
to  the  Capitol,  attended  by  the  fenate,  and  the  whole  city, 
and  thence  to  the  palace* 

The  fenate  decreed  the  emperor,  foon  after  his  arrival, 
the  title   of  Optimus }  which  he  willingly  accepted,  and 

« Dio,  lib,  Ix viii,  p.  771,        u  piin.  Pan.       r  Ibid.  p.  » 10— '115. 
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fcemed  to  value  above  all  thofe  which  were  afterwards  con-  Thttithrf 
Serred  upon  him  on  account  of  his  vi<Jilories  '•     However,  Optimus 
vsre  do  not  find  it  in  any  infcription  amoo^ft  his  pther  titles  ^f^^f^^^ 
till  the  year  ijo,  the  thirteenth  of  his  reign  y.    This  year  ^^y^P^' 
he  paid  part  of  the  donative  which  hr  had  promifcd,  aq-  ^/  ^^^ 
cording  to  cuftom,  to  the  fcridiery ;  and  made  large  diftribu-  --^^^^ 
tions  both  of  money  and  corn  amongil  the  Roman  people, 
extending  his  generofity  to  fuch  as  were  abfent,  and  eyen 
to  children  under  the  age  of  eleven^  who  had  been  hitherto 
excluded  from  any  (hare  in  fuch  largefles  ^    By  means  of 
thefe   donations,  which  he  frequently  renewed,  he  is  faid 
to  have  fupported  near  two  millions  of  fouls.    He  did  not 
conBne  the  eflFecSls  of  his  good-will  to  Rome  alone,  but  ap- 
pointed very  confiderable  fums  to  be  paid  yearly  put  of  the 
treafury,  for  the  maintenance  of  children,  whom  their  in- 
digent parents  could  not,  without  great  difficulty,  bring  i(p 
and  fupport.    He  took  great  care,  that  Rome  ihould  be 
fupplied  with  plenty  of  provifions,  efpecially  with   corn^ 
whicbt  during  the  whole  time  of  bis  reign,  was  fold  at  a 
very  moderate  price :  he  exhibited   fevera}  (hews,  and  a 
combat  of  gladiators,  to  fatisfy  the  populace,  fond  of  fuch 
diverfions ;  but  drove  out  of  Rome  the  players,  who  had 
been  baniihed  by  Domitian,  but,  at  the  requeil  of  the  peo- 
ple, recalled  by  Nerva*    He  enabled  feveral  laws  againft  in-  //  an  /«#- 
formers,  and  confined  to  the  iflands  fuch  of  that  vile  tribe  fny  to  in- 
as  had  been  fpared   by  Nerva,  utterly  abolifliing  the  fan-  J^^/^^** 
guinary  law  of  majefty.    He  repaired,  at  a  great  charge, 
feveral  old  buildings,  and  enlarged  the  circus  \  but  would  Hu  ««^ 
not  fufFer  the  people  to  return  him  thanks  for  his  public  ^^fi:^^ 
works  \  he  even  ifiued  an  edi£l,  forbidding  bis  name  to  be 
mentioned  either  in  the  circus  or  the  theatre,  which,  till 
then,  refounded,  fays  Pliny,   with  the  praifes  of  wicked 
princes  *.     All  thefe  circumftances  are  related  by  Pliny  as 
happening  in  the  fecond  year  of  Trajan's  reign,  before  the 
time  appointed  for  the  eleftion  of  confuls.    The  people 
had,  it  feems,  recovered  their  ancient  privilege  of  creating 
magiftrates  ;  for  Trajan,  whom  the  fenate  had  preffed  to 
w:cept  a  third  confulftiip,  appeared  amongft  the  other  can- 
didates, foliciting,  like  a  private  citiaen,  the  fuffrages  of  the        ^ 
tribes  •*.    He  chofe  for  his  colleague  Fronto,  according  to 
fome  \  Frontinus,  according  to  others  \  for  both"  M.  Julius 
Fronto,  and  Sextus  Julius  Frontinus,  who  wrote  a  treatife 
i>n  aquedu^S;  lived  at  this  time.     In  the  fame  afiembly, 

xDio,  p.  7S1.  y  Vide  Fabretti  de  Column.  Trajan,  cap.  9. 
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fornidablet  and  their  l^ins;  maintained  a  gW  underftan<}v 
ing  with  Pacorus  king  of  tee  Parthians ;  a  connexion  which 
gave  Trajan  no  fmall  jcaloufy.  When  he*  therefore,  heard^ 
that  the  Daciaos  had  pafled  the  Danube,  and  committed 
hoftilitie$i  he  was  glad  of  that  pretence  to  make  war  upon^ 
and  humble  an  enemy*  whofe  power  he  began  to  fear.   He 
immediately  aflembled  a  formidable  army,  marched  witii 
incredible  expedition  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  pailed 
that  river  without  oppofition,  Decebaiu$  not  being  apprire<) 
of  his  arrival,  and  entered  Dacia,  committing  every-wher^ 
dreadful  devaftatJons.    Decebalus^   however,  was  not  in 
th^  leaft  difmaycd  j  he  armed  the  youth  of  the  country, 
^rid  boldly  advanced  to  meet  the  RomanS|  encamping  at  4 
fmall  diftance  from  their  entrenchments^     Trajan  imme- 
diately drew  out  hi9  men,  in  order  to  offer  the  enemy  battle. 
As  be  apprpachcd  the  place  where  they  lay,  a  brge  muOi* 
room  was  found,  and  brought  to  him,  with  the  following 
words  in  Latin  cut  upon  it:  "  Your  allies,  efpecially  the 
Byrrhi,  advife  you  to  conclude  a  peace  with-  the  Dacians, 
and  to  retif'^/*    Trajan,  defpifing  that  advice,  continued 
advancing  in  order  of  battle,  till  nc  difcovcred  Decebalua, 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  coming  full  march  to  meet 
him.     He  then  halted,  and  having  encouraged  his  men  in 
a  (hort  fpeech,  ordered  the  trumpets  to  found  the  charge. 
All  we  know  of  this  aftion  is,  that  great  nuipbers  of  the 
enemy  f^l,    apd  that  the  Romans  gained   the  vidiory; 
whicbf  however,  cod  them  dear«  the  wounded  on  their  fide 
being  v«ry  numerous.  Linen  being  wanted  to  bind  up  their 
wouads,  Trajan  tore  his  own  robes,  to  fupply  that  want. 
Such  as  fell  in  battle  he  caufed  to  be  interred  with  great 
foleipnity }  and  ordered  an  altar  to  be  bpilt  on  the  fpot, 
and  facrifices  to  be  yearly  offered  in  honour  of  the  deceaf- 
ed  '.     He  followed  the  enemy  clofe  5  and,  without  giving 
them  tim^  to  levy  pew  fprces,  haraffed  them  tp  fuch  a  dc-» 
jree,  that  Pec^alus,  reduced  almoft  to  defpair,  fent  fome 
of  his  ^bief  lords  with  proppfals  pf  peaipe     The  emperor 
appointed  Licinius  Sufaj,  and  Claudius  Libianus,  captain  of 
th«  pr^^t^ian  guards,  to  treat  with  them ;  but,  the  d<pu« 
ties  not  agreeing,  Trajan  continued  his  ravages,  advancing 
from  one  hill  to  another,  not  without  great  danger,  till  ho 
arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Zermizegethufa,  the  me^ 
tropolis  of  Dacia/   On  the  other  fide,  Maximus,  one  of  the 
Roman  generals,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  ftrong 
fgftreffes,  in  one  of  which  he  tpoH  the  filter  pf  D^^^balu* 
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prlfoTieri  and  recovered  a  Roman  (landard,  which  had  been 
loft  ^vhen  Fufcus  was  defeated  and  killed  in  the  reign  of 
Domician* 

At   length  Decebalus,  no  longer  able  to  withftand  the 
RomanS)  and  dreading  the  deilrufliion  of  his  capital,  which 
woyld  be  attended  with  the  lofs  of  his  whole  kingdonoi  dif- 
patched  other  ambafladors  to  Trajan,  offering  to  accept  fuch 
conditions  as  be  (hould  think  fit  to  impofe.     Accordingly 
Trajan  grated  him  a  peace  upon  the  following  terms : 
T.  That  be  (hould  fiirrcnder  the  territories  which  he  had  'which  U 
unjuftly  taken  from  the  neighbouring  nations.     2.  That  he  g^f^^^*^ 
fliauld  deliver  up  his  arms,  his  warlike  engines,  and  the  ^'"Jf** 
artificers  who  made  them,  with  all  the  Roman  deferters.    ^   *^^^ 
J.  That,  for  the  future,  he  (hould  ez^tertain  no  deferters, 
nor  take  into  his  fervice  the  natives  of  any  country  fubje£% 
to  Rome.    4.  That  he  (hould  difmantle  all  his  fortreffes 
gad  caftles.     And,  laftly,  that  he  (hould  have  the  fame 
friends  and  foes  with   the  people  of  Rome.     With  thef© 
articles  Decebalus  reluctantly  complied  ;  and,  having  fworq 
to  obferve  them,  he  was  introduced  to  Tiajan,  before  whom 
he  threw  himfelf  on  the  ground,  acknowleging  himfelf  hit 
vafTal.     Trajan  commanded  him  to  fend  deputies  to  the 
(enate,  for  the  ratification  of  the  peace ;  which  he  obtained 
accordingly.    The  war  being  thus  ended,  Trajan,  having  Trafanike 
placed  garrifons  in  mod  of  the  cities  of  Dacia,  returned  to  /''/  ^^0 
kome  5  which  he  entered  in  triumph,  and  took  the  furname  "'«'«»M^^ 
of  Dacicus,  being  the  firft  Roman  who  had  ever  triumphed  ^DaciLu, 
pvcr  thut  nation  ^. 

In  the  following  year  Suranus,  of  whom  we  find  no  far-» 
ther  mention  in  hiftory,  and  L.  Licinius  Sura,  or,  as  fomc 
ftyle  him,  Suras,  were  chofen  confuls.     Sura  was  Trajan's  j^^^*^^  ^ 
chief  favourite,    and  had  employed  all  his  intereft  with  Surathe 
Nerva  in  his  behalf;  whence  to  him  chiefly,  after  Nerva,  emperor's 
Trajan  acknowleged  himfelf  indebted  for  his  adoption  and  ^A'>//«- 
prciermcnt  «.     This  year  Trajan,  at  the  rcqueft  of  the  fe-  ^^*'''^'- 
nate,  and  at  the  motion  of  Nigrinus,  tribune  of  the  people, 
fubje£led  fuch  pleaders,  as  received  fees  from  their  clients,  PUadgrs 
to  the  penalties  of  the  law  againft  extortion :  and  Licinius  forbidden 
Nepos,  pnptor,  upon  his  taking  po(reifion  of  that  office,  J^  ^f(^f*^f 
procured  a  decree  from  the  fenate,  commanding  the  parties,  '^'^* 
before  their  caufe  began  to  be  tried,  to  fwear,  that  they 
had  neither  given  nor  promifed  any  fee,  prefent,  or  reward, 
to  thofe  who  were  to  plead  in  their  behalf.     Pliny  com- 
mends this  law,  and  declares,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  fee 
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that  forbidden  to  others,  which  he  had  never  prafkifed  him* 
felf  *••  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Trajan  aflumcd  twice 
the  title  of  emperor,  for  victories  which  were  gained  by 
fome  of  his  lieutenants  (for  he  himfelf  continued  the  whole 
year  at  Rome),  but  are  not  mentioned  by  any  hiftorian. 

The  next  confuls  wcie  Trajan  the  fifth  time,  and  I^u- 
cius  Appius  Maximus^  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  the 
^htf^rl  •S  Dacian  war.     At  this  period  the  emperor  began  a  magni- 
Cinium^       ficent  and  convenient  harbour  at  Centumcellae,  now  CI  vita 
€tlU.  Vecchta,  which  he  called,  after  his  own  name,  the  Har- 

i*/«*»  ap'     ^^^^  of  Trajan.     Pliny  was  this  year  appointed  to  govern 
fsintidgo-   Pontus  and  Bithynia,  in  quality  of  lieutenant  and  proprae-. 
'utm%r  of    tor,  with  confnlar  authority  ;  that  is,  he  was  not  appointed 
fwitus  and  governor  of  that  province  by  the  fenate,  but  by  the  empe- 
^ithyum.     ^^^^  though  the  province  of  Pontus  and  Bithynia  belonged 
to  the  fenate.    As  there  were  many  abufes  in  that  province 
to  reform,  the  emperor  fent  Pliny  thither,  with  an  extra- 
ordinary authority,  as  his  lieutenant;  but  afterwards  al- 
lowed  the   fenate  to  appoint  the  governors  as  formerly, 
Adrian  being  the  firft  who  took  the  province  of  Pontus  and 
Bithynia  from  the  fenate,  and  gave  them  Pamphylia  in  ex- 
change *. 

L.  Licinius  Sura  and  M.  Marcellus  being  confuls,  Sau- 
romates,  king  of  Bofporus,  fent  a  folemn  embafly  to  Tra- 
jan, and  entered  into  an  alliance  with  him  and  the  Romat) 
Yr.  of  Fl.  people.     Soon  after  Decebalus,  king  of  the  Dacians,  un*- 
*453-  ^   able  to  live  in  fubjedion,  began,  contrary  to  the  late  treaty, 
U  C   8^^*  ^^  ""^'^^  men,  provide  arms,  entertain  deferters,  fortify  his 
*  caftles,  and  invite  the  neighbouring  nations  to  join   him 

Dectbalus  againft  the  Romans  as  a  common  enemy.  The  Scythians 
wolatts  were  gained  by  his  folicitations ;  but  the  lazyges  refufing 
thi  arti-  ^  \^^^^  arms  againft  Rome,  he  invaded  their  country,  and 
^UiaL.  '^  feiz^^  that  part  of  it  which  bordered  on  the  Danube.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  hoftilities,  Decebalus  was  by  the  fe- 
nate declared  an  enemy  ;  and  Trajan  marched  againft  him 
Btftrea-  in  perfon.  Decebalus,  not  finding  himfelf  in  a  condition 
shery,  to  with  Hand  him  by  open  force,  had  recpurfe  to  deceit  and 

treachery,  fending  aflaflins,  under  the  name  of  deferters,  to 
murder  him;  but  one  of  thefe,  being  apprehended  upon 
fufpicion,  and  put  to  the  torture,  difcovered  the  w-hole 
plot,  together  with  his  accomplices,  who  were  immediately 
feized  and  executed.  Decebalus,  failing  in  this  attempt,, 
invited  Longinus,  one  of  Trajan's  favourites  and  chief  com- 
manders, to  a  conference,  offering  to  put  an  end  to  the 
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war,  by  fubmiUing  to  the  articles  of  the  former  treaty,  with 
feme  fmall  alteration.     Longinus,  not  fufpefling  any  trea- 
chery, complied  with  the  invitation  :  but  Decebaius  imme- 
diately feized  him ;  and,  after  having  attempted  in  vain  to 
make  him  reveal  the  defigns  of  the  emperor,  he  wrote  to 
Trajan,  offering  to  releafe  Longinus,  upon  condition  that 
he  would  grant  him  an  honourable  peace,  re  (lore  the  coun- 
try bordering  on  the  Danube,  and  defray  *all  the  charges  of 
the  war;  adding,  that,  if  thefe  conditions  were  not  com- 
plied   with,  he  would   inftantly  put  Longinus  to  death. 
Trajan  returned  him  a  judicious  anfwer,  neither  feeming  to 
undervalue  the  life  of  his  favourite,  nor  yet  to  eftimate  it  fo 
highly,  as  to  purchafe  it  at  too  dear  a  rate.     But  while  De- 
cebaius was  deliberating  about  the  meafures  he  fhould  pur- 
fuc,   Longinus,  by  a  dofe  of  poifon,  which  was  privately 
conveyed  to  him  by  a  freed  man,  deprived  himfelf  of  life. 
Decebaius  immediately  difpatched  a  centurion  taken  with 
Longinus,  offering  Trajan  the  body  of  the  deceafed  gene- 
ral, with  ten  captives,  provided  he  would  deliver  up  the 
frcedman  whom  Longinus  had  fent,  before  he  took  the 
poifon,  to  the  emperor,   under  colour  of  negotiating  .a 
treaty  ;  but  Trajan  would  neither  hear  the  propofal,  nor 
even  fufFer  the  centurion  to  return. 

In   the  mean  time  Trajan,  that  his  troops  might  with  «ffaiM 
more  eafe  pafs  the  Danube,  built  a  bridge  over  that  fpacious  builds  a 
river,  which,  by  the  ancients,  is  fly  led  the  mofl  magnifi-  bridge 
cent  and  wonderful  of  all  his  works,  and  the  moft  (lately  ^^^^  '^^ 
fabric  of  that  nature  in  the  univerfe.     It  was  compofed  of  ^^'**^'* 
fquare  ftonc,  and  contained  twenty  arches,  each  of  them 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  foundation,  and  fixty 
feet  in  breadth,  all  diftant  from  each  other  one  hundred 
and  feventy  feet.     It  was  built  where  the  river  was  nar- 
roweft,  and  confequently  where  the  ftream  was  ftrongefl 
and  moft  rapid  ;  a  circumftance  which  renders  the  fabric 
(till  more  ftupendous  and  amazing,  on  account  of  the  al- 
moft  infurmountable  difficultiestheymuft  have  encountered 
in  laying  fo  large  a  foundation  ^.    The  archite£t  employed 
on  this  occafion  was  ApoUodorus  of  Damafcus,  who  left  a 
defcription  of  this  great  work '.    Trajan  ordered  two  caftles 
to  be  built,  to  guard  the  bridge,  one  on  the  Roman,  the 
Qther  on  the  Dacian  fide  of  the  river.     This  flup^ndous  fa-? 
brie  was  begun  and  ended  in  one  fummer  j  but  Trajan,  not 
thinking  it  advifeable  to  enter  Dacia  upon  the  approach  of 
winter,  contented  himfelf  with  making  the  neceffary  pre- 
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parations  far  rigorouily  attacking  the  enemy  early  in  tbe 
fpring. 

In  the  mean  time  the  following  confulg  were  chofcn  at 
Rome,  Tiberius  Julius  Candidus,  and  Auliis  Julius  Quad- 
ratttSy  both  forthefeeond  time.    This  year,  theeightE  of 
Trajan's  reign,  a  deadful  earthquake  overturned  in  Afia  the 
cities  of  £lea,  Myrine,  Pitame,  and  Cumse  ;  and  in  Greece 
the  cities  of  Opus  and  Oritse  «>.     Adrian  difcharged  for  a 
time  the  office  of  tribune  of  the  people,  and  then  went  to 
attend  Trajan  in  the  war  againft  the  Dacians.    The  empe- 
ror early  in  the  fpring  pafied  the  Danube  on  the  bridge  he 
had  built,  and,  entering  the  enemy's  country,  purfued  the 
war  with  more  prudence  than  expedition,  unwilling  to  ex- 
pofe  his  men  to  unnceefiary  dangers  **.     He  often  encamped 
on  fteep  and  barren  mountains  ^ ;  was  obliged  to  divert  ri- 
vers into  new  channels,  and  to  attempt  and  perform  things, 
which,  were  they  not  well  attcfted,  would  fecm  altogether 
fabulous.     He  gave  many  fignal  inflances  of  his  perfonal 
courage ;  and  the  foldiers,  animated  by  his  example,  chear- 
fully  underwent  all  the  hard(hips  of  laborious  warfare.     At 
length  Trajan  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  capital  of  Dacia, 
and  almoft  of  the  whole  country  ;  infomuch  that  Deceba- 
lus,  feeing  himfelf  ftripped  of  his  dominions,  and  dreading 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  tbe  conqueror,  chofe  rather  to  put 
an  end  to  his  life,  than  to  live  in  fubje£lion,  or  acknowlege 
himfelf  vanquiflied.     His  head  was  immediately  brought  to 
Trajan,  and  by  him  fent  to  Rome.     He  had  concealed  his 
treafures  in  a  deep  pit,  which  he  caufed  to  be  dug  in  the 
bed  of  the  river  Sargetia,  now  Iftrig,  having  for  that  pur- 
pofe  turned  the  ftream  into  another  channel,  and  afterwards 
brought  it  to  its  former  courfe.     He  fccured  his  rich  move- 
ables in  deep  caves,  which  he  caufed  to  be  dug  by  captives, 
whom  he  immediately  after  put  to  death,  that  they  might 
not  difcover  the  fecret ;  but  Bacilis,  one  of  his  chief  fa- 
vourites and  confidents,  being  taken  in  this  war,  difeovered 
the  whole  to  Trajan,  who  feized  both  the  treafurc,  and  va- 
luable moveables,  of  the  deceafed  prince  p  (Z).    Dacia  being 
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(Z)  We  are  told,  that,  not' 
with  (landing  this  difcovery, 
great  riches  were  found  in  thofe 
places  many  ages  after,  which 
had  efcaped  Trajan.  The  fa- 
inous  column  of  Trajan  is 
thought  to  have  been  raifed  fqr 
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entirely  fubducd,  Trajan  reduced  it  to  a  Roman  province, 
which  "Was,  according  to  Eutropius  ',  a  thoufand  miles  in 
compafs.     The  Romans  held  it  to  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
GalUenus  '  \  during  which  time  it  was  governed  by  a  ma- 
giftratc,  with  the  title  of  propraetor,     Trajan  built  fcveral  Maty  r#- 
caftles    in  the  country,  and  placed  garrifons  in  them,  to  lonies 
keep  the  inhabitants   in  fubjeftion  •.     He  like  wife  planted  fj^^^f^i^ 
a  great  number  of  colonics,  diftributing  lands  among  the  ^*"^' 
poor  citizens  of  Rome,  and  of  the  other  towns  of  Italy, 
who  were  willing  to  fettle  in  Dacia  (A). 

Trajan,  upon  his  return  to  Rome,  triumphed  over  the  TrajanU 
Dacians  a  fccond  time ;  caufed  feveral  medals  to  be  ftruck  fecondtri" 
in  memory  of  his  vidories,  many  of  which  are  ftill  prefcrv-  *^M  •^-^^ 
cd  *  ;    entertained  the  people  with  public  banquets ;  with  '* 

(hevrs,  in  which  ten  thoufand  gladiators  entered  the  lifts ; 
with  combats  of  wild  beads,  of  which  above  ten  thoufand 
were  killed  \  and  all  kinds  of  divcrfions,  which  lafted  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  days".     The  fame  year  is  re-  Ai^ahiaFi* 
markable  for  the  entire  reduftion  of  Arabia  Pctrca  by  Au-  '''^^  '»- 
lus  Cornelius  Palma,  governor  of  Syria,  after  it  had  been  ^'^'^'" 
long  governed  by  its  own  kings.     Trajan  reduced,  toge- 
ther with  the  Dacians,    feveral  nations  in  alliance  with 
them  ;   fo  that  the  fame  of  his  conquefts  reaching  the  molt 
diftant  countries)  and  even  India,  ambaffadors  were  fent 
from  thence  to  congratulate  him  upon  the  fuccefs  which    . 
had  attended  his  arms.  ^ 

The  next  confuls  were  Cerealis  and  L.  Ceionius  Commo* 
dus  Vcrus,  the  father  of  L.  iElius  Vcrus,  as  is  commonly 
fappofed,  who  was  created  Caefar  by  Adrian.    During  their 

<i  £utfx>p.  p.  tjf.  r  Ruf.  p.  550.  •  Gruter.  p.  354* 

(  Occo,  p.  201.  •  Dio,  lib.  Ixviii.  p  777- 

(A)  The  Hungarian  writers  by  the  name  of  Gradifch.     Tn 

tnention  feveral  cities  in  their  Moefia  and  Thrace  feveral  citiea 

country,  which  were,  on  this  borrowed    their    names    from 

occafion,  built  or  peopled  by  Trajan  ;    for  we  find  the  city 

the  Romans  ;  but  the  moft  ce-  of  Trajanopolis  in  Thrace  men- 

lebrated  of  all  was  Zermizege-  tioned  by  the  ancients  ;  that  of 

ibufa,    which,   in  feveral  an-  Ulpia  in  Upper  Moefia,   now 

cicnt  infcriptioDS,  is  ftyled  Co-  Scrvia ;  the  cities  of  Plotinopo- 

lonia  Ulpia   Trajana  Augufta  Us,   which,   no  doubt,  was  fo 

Dacia  Sarmiz.    It  was  eftablifti*  called  from  Plotina,    Trajati*s 

ed  by  M.  Scaurianus  proprsetor  wife ;    and  Marcianopolis,  the 

of  Dacia,  aod  continued  fub-  capital  of  Lower  Moefia,  which 

jcft  to  the  Romans  at  leaft  to  took  its  name  from  Marciana, 

the  death  of  the  emperor  Seve-  the  emperor's  filler,  and  was, 

nis.    At  prcfent  it  is  but  a  poor  according  to  Jornandes,   built 

villiige  in  TraLiiylvania>  known  by  T^jan. 

adminif- 
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adminlQrationy  the  Capitoline  fports,  eftabliflied  by  Domi- 
tian»  were  exhibited  the  fixth  time,  when  the  prize  in  poe- 
try  was  obtained  by  a  child  thirteen  years  old,  named  L. 
Valerius  Pudens  ^.    This  year  Trajan  carried^   at  a  vaft 
charge,   a  road  through  the  Palus  Pontina,   or  Pontine 
MarQies,  the  remains  of  which  are  ftill  vifible  ' ;  and  this, 
no  doubt,  is  the  Via  Trajana,  or  Trajan's  Highway,  men^ 
tioned  in  feveral  ancient  infcriptions  produced  by  Occoand 
Gruter  ^.     Dio  Caflius  adds,  that  he  ordered  ail  the  dU 
minifhed  coin  to  be  melted  down,  and  mentions  feveral 
magnificent  buildings,  with  which  he  embellifhed  Rome: 
but  of  thefe  we  (hall  fpeak  hereafter;  for  Trajan  mud  have 
only  begun  them  this  year,  fince  he  left  Rome  in  the  month 
of  O£lober,  and  was  at  Antioch  the  beginning  of  the  en-    i 
Jetifptra^  fuing  year.     However,  before  he  departed  for  the  £aft,  a 
O  «?*»»/     confpiracy  was  formed  againft  him  by  CraiTus,  and  feveral 
Urajam,       other  perfons  of  the  firft  quality  ;  but  feafonabljr  difcovered. 
Hismoili*    The  confpirators  were  tried,  not  by  him  (for  he  declined 
raionon     being  judge),  but  by  the  fenate,  who  condemned  them  to 
£!*''*'    baniOiment. 

Defi^Hs  to        ^^^  ^^^^  motive  of  Trajan's  journey  into  the  Eaft  was  a 
make  war   defire  of  glory,  which  he  hoped  to  reap  from  a  war  with 
upon  the      the   Parthians,   who   rivalled  the  Romans  themfelves  in 
FartAians}  power,  and  had  feveral  times  defeated  their  armies  witfi 
great. flaugbter.     The  pretence  he  alleged  for  quarrelling 
with  that  nation,  was,  that  Exedares,  king  of  Armenia, 
had  received  his  crown  from  the  king  of  Parthia  ;  whereas 
the  Roman  emperors  claimed  a  right  of  difpofing  of  that 
crown  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Nero,  who,  in  the  year  fixty- 
fixth,  the  twelfth  of  his  empire,  had  crowned  at  Rome  Tin- 
dates  king  of  Armenia.     Trajan,  who  eagerly  wanted  to 
make  war  upon  the  Parthians,  pretended  to  be  highly  aA 
fronted  at  the  Parthian  king's  giving  the  crown  and  royal 
enfigns  to  Exedares,  and  threatened  him  with  war,  if  be 
aftJ fits  out  refufed  to  comply  with  his  juft  demands.     Cofrhoesdc- 
^E^A^ '       fpifing  his  menaces;  Trajan,  who  had  already  made  the 
^"  necefuiry  preparations  for  this  expedition,  immediately  left 

Rome,  and  croiTed  over  into  Greece.  When  Cofrhoes 
found  he  was  determined,  he  began  to  abate  of  his  pride, 
and  fent  deputies  to  him  with  rich  pi'efents,  befeeching  that 
he  would  not,  upon  fuch  flight  motives,  engage  the  two 
empires  in  a  bloody  and  deftru£live  war :  at  the  fame  time 
he  acquainted  him,  that  Exedares,  finding  himfelf  neither 
acceptable  to  the  Romans,  nor  to  the  Parthians,  had  abdi- 

^  Onuph.  in  Faft.  p.  ai6,  »  Dio,  lib,  Ixviii,  p.  7IP 

7  Grut.  p.  199. 

catcd 
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cated  the  crown,  and  befought  Trajan  to  difpofe  of  it  in  fa- 
vour of  Parthamafiris,     The  ambafladors  found  Trajan  at  Ambaffa' 
Athens,  and  delivere4  their  meiTage  j  to  which  the  emperor  d»rs  fent  t9 
replied,  that  friendftiip  was  (hewn  by  anions,  and  not  by  ^{^^  ^/^^ 
words ;  that  he  was  going  into  Syria,  and  that  there  he  p^f[j^^j 
ihould  take  fueh  refolutions  as  he  fliould  think  proper.    He 
then  difmiflcd  the  ambafladors,  without  accepting  any  of 
their  prefents  *.     He  pur fued  his  journey  through  Afia  Mi-  He  arrives 
nor,  Cilicia,  and  the  other  provinces,  to  Seleucia  in  Syria,  *^  Anuoch» 
and  from  thence  to  Antioch,  the  capital  of  that  province, 
which  he  entered,  crowned  with  a  branch  of  olive  *. 

The  following  year's  confuls  were  Lucius  Licinius  Sura 
the  third  time,  and  Caius  Socius  Senecio  the  fecond,  who 
refigned  the  fafces  to   Suranus   and  Servianus.     During  Abgarus 
Adrian's  refidence  in  Antioch,  Abgarus,  or,  as  fome  call  kmsro/E* 
him,  Augarus,  prince  of  Edeffa  in  Mefopotamia,  fenthim  ^^»^^ 
prefents,  and  declared  a  fincere  defire  of  living  in  friend-  princes^ 
fhip  with  him  and  the  people  of  Rome  ;  but  as  he  equally  fendpre- 
feared  the  Romans  and  Parthians,andwasdefirous  to  pleafe  fentsto 
both,  he  declined  waiting  upon  him  in  perfbn.     The  other  "^^^i^^* 
petty  princes  in  that  neighbourhood  came  perfonally  to  of- 
fer their  fervice  to  the  emperor,  and  brought  with  them, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  eaftem  countries,  rich  pre- 
fents (B).     Trajan  received  all  the  princes,  who  came  to 
attend  him,  with  great  demonftrations  of  kindnefs,  accept- 
ed their  gifts,  and  pretended  to  repofe  an  entire  confidence 
in  them.     Having  made  the  neceflary  preparations  for  his  7heking9f 
intended  expedition,  he  left  Antioch,  bending  his  march  Armenia 
towards  Armenia,  when  Parthamafiris,  who  had  written  to  ^J""'^"  '• 
him  before,  and  ftyled  him  king  of  Armenia,  fent  him  a  p^l^* 
fecond  letter  (for  Trajan  had  returned  no  anfwer  to  the 
firft),  wherein  he  omitted  the  title  of  king,  and  defired, 
that  M.  Junius,  governor  of  Cappadocia,  might  be  appoint- 
ed to  treat  with  him.     Trajan  fent  only  the  fon  of  Junius,  who  feixes 
and,  'in  the  mean  time,  purfued  bis  march,  making  him-  federal 
felf  mailer  of  feveral  places,  without  the  leaft  refiftance.  At  ^i^^^l^^ 
Sata,  or  rather  Satala,  a  city  in  Armenia  Minor,  the  emperor  ^^^  '^*^" 
was  met  by  Anquialus  king  of  the  Heniochi,  a  people  of 
Circaffia  on  the  Euxine  Sea,  and  of  the  Maheloni,  of  whom 
we  find  no  farther  mention  in  hiftory.    Trajan  received  him 

X  Dio,  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  778.  *  *  Uflcr.  Not.  in  Aft.  Ignat  p.  35. 

Lond.  ann.  1647. 

(B)  One  among  the  reft  pre-  down,  bowed  his  head  to  the 
fchted  him  with  a  {lately  cour-  ground,  and  adored  him,  as  he 
fcr,  which,  as  he  was  brought  had  been  taught  for  that  pur- 
before   the  emperor,    kneeled    pofe. 

with 
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\nt\i  all  poflible  demonftrations  of  kindnefs,  and  made  XntA 
rich  prefents,  in  order  to  attach  him  to  his  intereft. 
W*  king  9f  Upon  his  arrival  at  Elcgia,  in  the  Greater  Armenia,  Par- 
^*/*' *•  thamafiris  came  to  wait  upon  him,  and  foHcit  the  crow^n  of 
khm itt'ur'-'  Armenia.  Trajan  received  him  feated  upon  a  throne  or 
y«»,  tribunal,  and  attended  by  the  chief  officers  of  his  army. 

As  ParthamaGris  approached,  he  took  off  his  crown,  and 
laid  it  at  the  emperor's  feet,  without  uttering  a  fingle  word, 
not  doubting  but  he  would  immediately  return  it  to  him. 
In  ihe  mean  time  the  foldicrs,  elated  to  fee  the  king  of  Ar- 
menia, though  fupported  by  the  whole  power  of  the  Par- 
thian empire,  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  refign  his  crown  to 
their  general,  congratulated  him  upon  it  with  loud  fhoats ; 
which  fo  terrified  Parthamafiris,  that  he  attempted  to  with* 
draw,  but  finding  himfelf  furrounded  on  all  fides,  lie  de-» 
fired  to  fpeak  to  Trajan  in  private.  He  was  accordingly 
carried  into  the  emperor's  tent ;  but  Trajan,  difliking  his 
propofals,  and  refufing  to  comply  with  tnem,  he  left  the 
tent  in  a  rage,  and  endeavoured  to  makt  his  efcape  otit  of 
the  camp.  But  Trajan  having  ordered  him  to  be  brought 
back,  again  afcended  the  tribunal,  and  defired  the  prince 
to  repeat,  in  the  hearing  of  all,  the  propofals  he  had  made 
in  private,  and  his  anfwers,  that  perfons  who  were  ignqr* 
ant  of  what  had  pafled  between  them,  might  not  give  falfe 
accounts  of  the  conference,  and  mifreprefent  it  to  tli« 
world-  Parthamafiris,  no  longer  able  to  contain  himfdf, 
told  Trajan,  that  he  had  neither  been  conquered  nor  taken 
prifoner;  that  he  came  voluntarily,  believing  no  injury 
would  have  been  offered  him,  and  that  he  (hottld  receive 
his  kingdom  of  Trajan  as  Tiridates  had  done:  of  Nero. 
^re^an  re-  Trajan  replied,  that  Armenia  belonged  to  the  Romans, 
fufei  him  and  that  it  fliould  receive  a  Roman  governor,  arid  be  no 
tAecro-wn  jQ^ggj.  ^  kingdom  ;  that,  as  for  Parthamafiris,  ht  gave  him 
^  rmenia.  libej-j-y  (q  jg^jj^  ^l\^},^>r  he  pleafcd.  Accordingly  he  dif- 
miffed  him,  and  the  Panhians  who  attended  him,  and  ap- 
pointed a  guard,  that  they  might  not  be  infulted  by  thefot 
diery,  or  raife  difturbances;  he  detained  the  Armenians  as 
fubjedlsof  the  Roman  empire,  and  ordered  them  to  retuin 
to  their  refpeftive  dwellings.  Parthamafiris  endeavoured 
to  maintain  himfeH"  in  his  kingdom  by  force  of  arms;  but 
Armenia  j^ft  ^^jg  life  in  the  attempt  i  fo  that  Trajan  made  himfelf 
^a  Roman      ^'^^^^  ^^  Armenia,  which  he   reduced  to  a  Roman  pio- 


province. 


Upon  the  reduflion  of  Armenia  feveral  princes  fabmitted 
to  Trajan  ;  amongft  whom  are  mentioned  the  kings  of  Ibe- 

b  Diojl'ib.  Ixviii.  p.  779.  Arrian.  in  Perip.  Pont,  Euxin.  p.  y.Ett^ 
trop.  in  Vit,  Trajan. 
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Ha,   Sslfriiatia,  Bofporus,  and  Colchis  ^    He  afpoinWcl  a  Vr.  of  FU 
king  to  rule  over  the  Albanians,  and  bcftowed  that  dignity      <45^. 
on  Julianus,  prince  of  the  Apfiles,  whofc  country  bordered  ^*  P'  '**|* 
on    the  Euxine  Sea,  having  for  its  metropolis  the  city  of     '    *    ^  * 
Diofcuris,  afterwards  called  Scbaftopolis.    The  emperor  Srvgrat 
having  left  garrifons  in  all  the  fOrtrcfles  of  Armenia,  kings  fub* 
advanced  to  the  city  of  Edeifa  in  Mefopotaihia,  where  he  ^it  toTra^ 
was  treated  in  a  very  friendly  manner  by  Abgarus,  king  of  ^"^^^  j^  ^ 
that    diftria*     Abgarus  had  before  fent  him  fevcral  pre-  r^Jmia' 
fonts  I  but  put  off>  under  various  pretences,  waiting  upon 
hitn    in  perfon.     Ho<irevcr,   Trajan,  by  the  mediation  of 
Abgarus's  fon,  Arbandes,  a  very  comely  youth,  received 
his  excufes,  and  admitted  him  to  his  friendfhip.     Abgarus 
made  a  grand  entertainment  for  the  emperor  and  the  chief 
oflBcers  of  his  army,  at  which  Arbandes,  who  was  perhaps 
tod   much  beloved  by  Trajan,  diverted  him  with  dancing 
after  the  manner  of  his  country  *.    Manes,  the  chief  of  one 
of  the  Arabian  nations,  Sporaces,  prince  of  Anthemufia,  a 
province  of  Mefopotamia,  Mebarfapes,  king  of.Adiabenc, 
and  Manifares,  prince  of  fome  diftri£l  in  that  neighbour-. 
hood,  declared^  that  they  were  ready  to  join  Trajan  ;  but, 
in  the  meantime,  delayed  meeting  him:  fo  that  the  em- 
peror began  to  diftrufl:  them,  efpecially  after  the  treachery 
of  Mebarfapes,  who  having  demanded  and  obtained  a  body  The  tna* 
of  troops  toproteft  his  dominions,  as  he  pretended,  againft  chery  of 
the  Parthians,  put  moft  of  them  to  the  fword,  and  held  /Jj  ^i'^  '^ 
the  reft  in  captivity.     Amongft  the  lattcf  was  a  centurion,  ^^^^^^' 
named  Sentius,  who,  as  Trajan,  highly  provoked  at  this 
treachery,  approached  a  place  of  great  ftfength,    called 
Ademyftres,  where  he  was  confined,  found  means  to  break 
his  chains*  and,  with  the  afGftance  of  his  fellow-captives, 
killed  the  governor  of  the  fort,  and  opened  the  gates  to  the 
Romans.     Trajan,  now  matter  of  fo  ftrong  and  important 
a  place,  advanced  boldly  into  Mefopotamia,  and  reduced 
great  part  of  it  by  the  terror  of  his  name. 

As  the  greateft  part  of  Adiabene  lay  beyond  the  Tigris, 
Trajan  built  a  bridge  over  that  river,  which  is  reprefipnted  'I'rajan 
onfeveral  medals  that  have  reached  our  times  •.   The  cities  ^*!^'  ^ 
of  Nifibe  and  Batue  made  a  vigorous  defence  ;  bttwn  the  /^J.  gwL. 
end  were  obliged  to  fubmit.     We  know  not   whal  mea- 
fures  Cofrhoes  took,  or  what  attempts  he  made,  to  (lop 
Trajan's  conquefts  (C).    Lufius  Quietus  diftinguifhed  him- 

fefcf 
•  Eutrop.  in  Vit.  Trajan,        ^  Dio,  lib.  lxvtii..p.  78a        «  Occp« 
p.  105.    Birag.  157.  > 

(C)  We  fhould  be  able  to    tranfa£Hons,    if  the   Parthian 

give  a  better  account  of  tliefe-  hiflory,  compofed  by  Arrian, 

Vow  XUI.  S  who 
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LafwiStw-  fclf  above  all  the  commanders  ^nployed  by  Trajan  in  diii 
eius  M/m-   war.    H<  was  an  African,  and  born  in  a  country  not  fub- 
gm/hes        je£t  to  Rome ;  but  nevertheleis  ferred  in  the  Roman  ca- 
himfilfw     yjjry^  till  he  was  degraded  and  difmifled  for  fome  mifde* 
llafan^s      meanour,  cither  by  Domitian  or  Ncrva.    Trajan  wanting 
$tkirnuan.  Moors  in  his  wars  with  the  Dacians,  took  this  prince  again 
into  the  fervice,  with  a  body  of  hia  countrymen  and  depea- 
dentSi  at  the  head  of  whom  he  performed  wonders,  both 
in  the  firft  and  fecond  Dacian  war  ^    In  the  Parthian  war 
he  ferved  with  fuch  courage  and  fuccefs,  that  Trajan  ho- 
noured him  with  the  confulate,  and,  towards  the  end  of 
his  reign,  appointed  him  governor  of  Paleftine,  in  reward 
for  a  (ignal  vidiory  which  he  gained  over  the  Jews  of  Me« 
fo)>otamia  '.     His  reducing  the  Mardi,  a  people  of  Afia, 
near  Armenia,  and  not  far  from  the  Cafpian  Sea,  is  men* 
tioned  as  what  moft  eminently  contributed  to  his  glory  and 
preferment.     Ammianus  Marcellinus  extols  him  as  one  of 
the  greateft  captains  that  ever  bore  arms  for  the  Romans^. 
We  are  told,  that  Trajan  had  fuch  a  friendfliip  .and  efteem 
for  him,  that  he  entertained  thoughts  of  naniing  him  for 
his  fucceflbr,  though  he  was  not  even  born  a  fubje&  of  the 
empire.    In  the  next  fix  years  we  find  nothbg  recorded  by 
the  compilers  of  the  ancients,  except  the  names  of  the  coo* 
fuls,  the  highway  made  by  Trajan  from  Beneventum  to 
Brundufium,  the  burning  of  the  pantheon  by  lightning,  the 

r  Dio,  in  Excerpt*  Valef.  p.  710.  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  773.  Spart.  in  Aor. 
Themift.  orat.xvi.  t  Eufeb.  lib.  iv.  cap.  u  ^  Ammiaa. 

lib.  xxix. 

whoflouriihed  at  th\s  time,  on  nent  manner,  both  as  a  ^>Uier 

purpofe  to  difplay  the  exploits  and  a  genei-al,  Marius  Mas* 

of  Trajan,  and  by  him  divided  mus,  Fabius  Marcdlinuf ,  Aa- 

intofeventeen  books,  had  reach-  itlius  Verus,   Statins   ValeB& 

cd  us  ( i) :  but  that  work  being  Ammianus    Marcellinus,   an4 

I6ng  mice  loft,  and  many  other  DioCaCius,  wrote  his  life,  d- 

hiftories  of  thefe  times  (for  un-  ther  by  itfelf,  or  in  the  body 

der  no  prince  there  fioutifhed  a  of  the   Roman  hiflDiV.   But 

greater  number  of  celebrated  none  of  the  works  of  thefe  au- 

hiflorians  than  under  Trajan)  thors  are  now  remaining;  fo 

we  are  with  no  prince's    at-  that  we  are  obliged  to  recur  to 

chievements     lefa    acquainted  the  Abridgment  of  Dio  C^ius 


than  wieh  Trajan's.  <Not  to  by  ^iphilin,  and  to  the  isi 
mention  the  many  writers  who  more  compendious  and  undi« 
Have  defcrib^d  the  Parthian  gelled  writings  of  Aureligs  Vic- 
war,  in  which  Trajan   diftin-  tor  and  Euuopius. 


guilhed  himfelf  in  a  very  emi- 

(i)  Phot.  cap.  15. 


deftruAion 


tteltruftion  of  fome  citfes  in  Galatia  by  an  earthquake,  atK| 
dedication  of  the  great  fquare  at  Rome,  which  took  its  name 
from  Trajan.  The  cpnfuls  were  Appius  Annius  Trebo- 
nianus  Gallus,  and  Marcus  Attilius  Metellus  Bradua ;  Au- 
las CorneKus  Palma  the  fecond  time,  and  L.  Tullus;  Prif- 
cinos,  or  Prifcianus,  andOrfitus;  Caius  Calpumius  Pifo, 
arid  M.  Vettius  Bolanus  5  Trajan  the  fixth  time,  and  Titus 
Sextius  Bolanus;  Lucius  Publius  Celfus  the  fecond  time, 
^nd  Caius  Glodius  Crifpinus  5  Quintus  Ninnius  HoQa,  and 
PubHus  Manilius  Vopifcus.  Thefc  were  confuls  from  the 
eleventh  to  the  feventeenth  year  of  Trajan's  reign  in- 
clufively;  that  is,  from  the  iqSth  to  the  114th  of  the 
Chriftian  aera.    . 

The  eighteenth  year  of  Trajari*is  reign,  and  115th  of  the 
Chriftian  aera,  was  remarkable  for  the  viftories  gained  by 
that  great  commander  over  the  Parthians,  and  for  which 
he  a^med  the  title  of  emperor  the  feventh,  eighth,  and 
ninth  times  ^     Whatever  gave  occafion  to  faofttHties  (for  fJeeonfutts 
hiftoryis  filent  upon  this  head),  Trajan,  before  he  left  Sy*  ^^J^f^^^ 
irja,  fent,  at  the  requeft  of  his  friends,  to  enquire  of  the  ^^^  '^  ^^ 
Oracle  of  Heliopolis  in  Phoenicia,  whether  he  ihouid  return 
from  this  war  to  Rome.    The  oracle  replied,  as  ufual,  in 
amfaiguoas  terms,  which  might  be  interpreted  either  way. 
Trajan,  putting  the  moft  favourable  cohftriiidiion  upon  thefe 
myfterious  wo?ds,  early  in  the  fprihg  left  Syria,  and  march- 
ed againft  the  Parthians  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
"Kgns.     As  the  river  was  not  fordable,  and  the  enemy  pof- 
feft;d,  with  a  numerous  army,  the  oppofite  baokj  he  caufed 
a  great  number  of  boats  to  be  privately  built  in  the  woods 
of  Nifibis[|  which  being  conveyed  upon  carriages  to  the 
fhore,  a  bridge  was  fuddenly  formed  over  the  river,  which 
Trajan  pafled  in  fpite  of  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  enemy,  Hepqffes 
who  greatly  annoyed  him  with  ftiowers  of  arrows,  till  he  ^^'  ^?^ 
fcnt  feveraL  boats  againft  them,  manned  with  archers  and  J? ^4/^^' 
ffingers,  and  ordered  others  to  move  up  and  down  the  river, 
as  it  they  were  attempting  to  land  in  other  places.    Thi«  dif* 
pofition  fo  diftraflted  the  Parthians,  already  difcouraged  and 
furprifed  at  the  fight  of  fo  many  veffels  in  a  country  almoft 
deftitute  of  wood,  that  they  fled,  and  fuffered  the  Roman  ar- 
my to'  pafs  the  river  without  farther  moleftation.     Trajan 
conquered  the  kingdom  of  Adiabene,  which  he  had  reduced 
in  the  former  war,  but  perhaps  reftored  upon  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  peace.     He  likewife  fubdued  the  country  which  Reduces 
at  that  time  ftill  retained  the  name  of  AiTyria,  and  in  which  AjSyriop 
ftood  the  city  of  Ninos  or  Nineve,  and  Arbela  and  Gau- 

*  0^atc^  p,  ai8.    Goltz,  p.  65, 6^r 
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gamela,  two  places  famous  in  hiftory,  on  account  of  tlie 
vi&ories  of  Alexander  the  Great. 

As  the  Parthians  were  greatly  weakened  by  domeftic 

wars,  and  ftill  divided  among  themfelvcs,  Trajan  advanced 

to  the  celebrated  city  of  Babylon,  of  the  power  and  great- 

mndar*       nefs  of  which  we  have  read  fuch  wonders.     He  entered  it 

rwes  at      without  oppofition,  and  reduced  its  large  territory,  where 

Bafyhm,      ^jjg  Roman  ftandards  had  never  before  been  difplayed.     By 

Yr.  of  FK  ^j^jg  acquifition  he  became  mailer  of  thofe  rich  and  noble 

A*D.\i5.  countries,  Affyria  and  Chaldaea.     There  he  was  attraded 

U.C.  863.   by  curiofity  to  vifit  their  lake  of  bitumen,  which  was  made 

■  ufe  of  in  building  the  famous  walls  of  Babylon.  Afterwards 

Hi  bigtMs    jj^  began  a  canal  between  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris,  in 

tgt^eu       owicr  to  convey  his  veffels  out  of  the  former  into  the  latter, 

ihi  Eu-       ^nd  with  them  lay  a  bridge  over  the  Tigris,  being  rcfolvcd 

pkratesand  to  beliege  Ctefiphon,  (ituated  on  that  river  :  but  being  in- 

tki  Tigris  5  formed  that  the  bed  of  the  Euphrates  was  much  higher  than 

^tfu^d  -  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Tigris,  he  abandoned  the  defign,  fearing  die 

taking.     '  ftfcam  would  become  too  rapid,  and  x:onfequentIy  not  nsh 

vigable*^.     However,   Ammianus  Marcellinas  ailures  us, 

that  the  emperor  Julian,  having  removed  the  (tones  with 

whiph  the  mouth  of  the  canal  was  flopped,  conveyed  his 

veffels  through  that  cut  from  the  Euphrates  into  the  Tigris, 

a  little  above   Ctefiphon  ^    This  canal  was  called  Naar- 

malca,  that  is,  the  River  of  Kings.    Trajan,  dreading  the 

above  mentioned  inconvenience,  did  not  think  it  advifeable 

to  make  ufe  of  the  canal.    He  ordered  his  veffels  to  be 

tranfported  upon  land-carriages  from  the  Euphrates  to  the 

Tigris,  thefe  two  rivers  being,  in  foriie  places,  at  a  fmall 

diftance  from  each  other  5  and  having  formed  a  bridge  with 

Mahs        them,  paffed  his  army  over  the  Tigris,  and  made  himfdf 

himfeif        mafter  of  Seleucia,  and  likewife  of  the  great  city  of  Ctcfi- 

mafter  of     phon,  the  metropolis  of  the  Parthian,  and  afterwards  of 

^znTctefi-    ^^^  Perfian  empire  "^     Upon  his  entering  that  city  he  was 

phoHt  the     proclaimed  emperor  by  the  army,  who  with  loud  acclama- 

metropolis    tions  confirmed  the  title  of  Parthicus,  which  he  had  firft 

of  the  Par-  gained  by  the  redudlion  of  Nifibis.     At  Ctefiphon  he  took 

thtan  em-     ^.j^^  daughter  of  Cofrhoes  prifoner,  and  feized  the  throne 

^"^''  of  the  Parthian  kings,  which  was  of  maffy  gold  ".  Cofrhoes 

himfeif  made  his  efcape,  and  was  living  in  the  reign  of 

Adrian.     Trajan  having  acquainted  the  fcnate  with  the 

fuccefs  that  had  attended  him  in  this  expedition,  a  decree 

'  paffed,  allowing  the  conqueror  of  the  Parthians  to  enter 

•  Rome  in  triumph  as  often  as  he  pleafed  ^.    The  redu£lion 

k  pio,  p.  78^.  1  Ammian.  ^ib.  xxiv.  m  £utrop.  in  Tra- 

jan, n  Spart.  in  Adr.  •  Dio,  ibid. 
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of  CteCphon  put.  him  in  pofleiTioii  of  all  the  neighbouring 
countries.  Eutropius  relates,  that  he  reduced  the  Marco- 
mades,  the  Cardueni,  Anthemifia,  a  large  province  of  Per* 
fia^  fays  that  writer,  and  all  the  countries  lying  between 
Babylon  and  India. 

At  •  Babylon  he  vifited  the  houfe  in  which  Alexander  the 
Great  diedj  and  performed  fome  ceremonies  in  honour  of 
that  famous  conqueror  '.  Ammianus  Marceliinus  writes, 
that  in  his  time  Trajan's  tribunal  was  ftill  (landing  at  a  city 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Babylon,  which  he  calls  Ozogar- 
dene  ^.  Trajan  reduced  Armenia,  Mefopotamta,  and  Afiy- 
ria,  to  the  condition  of  Roman  provinces  ;  fo  that  the  em* 
pirc  now  extended  even  beyond  the  Tigris.  How  he  dif- 
pofed  of  the  country  of  the  Parthians,  we  Ihall  relate  here- 
after.  Towards  the  end  of  autumn,  Trajan  returned  to 
Antiocfa,  which  was  that  winter  almoft  entirely  ruined  by 
one  ai  the  moft  dreadful  earthquakes  mentioned  in  hil- 
tory  (D), 

The 
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(D)   That    city    Was    then 
crowded  with  troops,  and  ftran- 
gers  alTembled  from  all  quarters, 
either  out  of  curioiity,  or  upon 
buiincfs  and  embaffies ;  fo  that 
there  was  fcarce  a  nation  or  pro* 
vince  but  what  (hared  in  the 
calamity;  and  all  the  Roman 
world,  faysDioCaffius,  fuffered 
in  one  city^    The  earthquake 
was  preceded  by  violent  claps 
of  thunder,  unufual  winds,  and 
a  dreadful  noife  under-ground : 
then  followed  fo  terrible  a  (hock, 
that  the  earth  feemed  in  the 
moil;  horrid  convulfions,  feveral 
houfes  were  overturned,    and 
others  tolTed  to  and  fro  like  a 
ihip  at  fea:  the  ncnfe  of  the 
cracking  and  burning  of  the 
timber,  of  the  falling  of  the 
houfes,  and  a  difroaland  tremen- 
dous roaring,  drowned  the  cries 
of  the  affrighted  people.  Thofe 
who  happened  to  be  in  their 
houfes,  were,  for  the  moft  part, 
buried  under  their  ruins  ;  fuch 
as  were  walking  in  the  ftreets, 


and  in  the  fquares,  were  by  the 
violence  of  the  fhock  daftied  a- 
gainft  one  another,  and  mofl  of 
them  either  killed,  or  danger* 
ouily  wounded.  As  the  earth- 
quake continued,  with  fome 
fmali  intermillion,  for  feveral 
days  and  nights  fucceflively, 
thoufands  periihed  by  it,  and, 
among  the  reft,  the  conful  Mar- 
cus redo  Vergilianus,  witli 
many  perfons  of  great  diftinc- 
tion.  The  moft  violent  ihock 
happened,  as  we  read  in  the 
SiSts  of  St.  Ignatius,  on  a  Sun- 
day, the  twenty- third  of  De- 
cember. Trajan  himfelf  was 
much  hurt,  but  neverthelefs  ef- 
caped  through  a  windrow  of  the 
houfe  where  he  was .  Dio  Caf- 
(ius  pretends,  that  he  was  taken 
out,  and  carried  away,  by  one 
who,  in  tallnefs,  exceeded  the 
human  fize.  The  fame  writer 
adds,  that  Mount  Lifon,  which 
ftood  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
Antioch,  bowed  with  its  top, 
and  threatened  to  fall  upon  the 
S  3  city; 
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The  neit  coftfuls  were  L.  JEliils  Lamia  and  ^li^'m 
Verus.     From  an  infcriptSon  of  Ihis  year,  the  nmetoqith 
of  Trajan'^  reign,  we  leaiti^  that  the  feaafce  aJUd  pcoptc  d 
Rome  returned  ^e  en^erpr  fdleita  thanks  for  having  faci* 
Ittated  the  entry  into  Italy  on  the  fide  of  the  AdriatSc  fei^ 
Tke  port  0/  by  a  ^ort  cnade  by  hfs  ofrdor  at  A'ndona.     Upon  tike  return 
Amcwm      of  the  fpring,  Trajan,  katli^  Antiodi)  vifited  the  con^ 
qnered  couintnes^  and  fiodin^  them  aU  m  a  ftate  t>f  tran* 
-y  .  ^uilityv  he  embtn-kcd  «n  board  hds  fleets  kad  failed  tlowii 

jM^d9*Qm  ^^  Tigris,  being  defijroys  to  Vic?w  the  Pbrfian ^If.    The 
the  T^flr    Aorms,  the  rapidity  of  the  titct,  and  the  tides,  rendered  « 
imto  thi       his  navigation  both  tnouUefome  arid  dangerons*    Hoveveii 
^!^^    •   he  made  himfelf  mtffter  of  Melene,  an  ifland  formed  If 
**^'  the  Tigris,  ind  obKged  Ath^mbyln^^  -who  reigned  thcit^ 

to  pay  him  tribute.     He  was  hofpitably  ^ceived  b^  the  ]!»• 
iiabitants  of  Charax  Spa£me^  the  mctropoUs  <olf  Atbamby- 
lus's  dominions,  which  oaoft  geographers  |)bice  at  die  mouth  . 
of  the  Tigris,     It  was,  we  conjedure,  on  this  -Occafioa^ 
Hi  reducis  ^bat  he  reduced  Arabia  Felix.     Trajan,  having  reached  the 
Arabia        ocean,  as  we  read  in  Dio  Cafiius,  and  finding  a  ihip  bound 
Felix.  to  India,  wifhed  he  Vas  youhg,  lihkt  he  i!riight,  lik^  Alex* 

ander,  extend  his  conquefts  to  that  countpy  '.  Eutrcj)ius 
tells  us,  that  he  had  a  fleet  ready  equipped  m  the  Red  Sea, 
with  a  defign  to  invade  Iqdia  ;  that  he  informecl  binifelf  of 
the  cufliotns,  (Irength,  and  manner  of  fighting,  of  the  In- 
dians ;  and  that  he  cnviod  the  happifiefs<^  Alexander,  wbe 
had  fttbdued  them,  and  extended  his  loonqadls  far  beyond 
the  bounds  of  the  Roman  empire. 

Trajan  "wtott  to  the  fenate,  acquaimihg  them  with  d»e 
fuccefs  of  his  arms,  and  the  names  of  the  feveral  Aaticfh^ 
which  he  had  conquered.  They  decreed  him  extraordnikfy 
honours  \  among  the  reft  that  he  fliould^  dpOn  his  retUrt) 

f  Dio*  p.  784. 

city;  that  other  mountains  fell;  felf,  Wrth  her  tnilk.     ^eUfA 

that  new  riters  appeared  ;  tvA  Was  made  for  others; /but  no 

bthei*9,  that  httd  flowed  before-,  one  befid6B-w*as 'found  aiit«,ac* 

forfook  their  courfe,  ^d  va-  eepta  child  that  was  fVillfack- 

hiflied.    When  the  cdrthqurikc  i«g  its  dead  mother  ( i ) .     Thi* 

ceafed,  the  voice  of  a  woman  dreadfol  earthquake  ts  mention* 

Was    heard  ciying    Under  the  ed  by  Eufebius,  Aurelius  Vic- 

fuins ;  which  being  removed,  tor,    and   Evagerius,    who  all 

flie  was  fotind  with  a  fucking  fpcfakof  it  as  the  greateft  cata* 

Child  ih  her  atms,  whom  (he  mity  recorded  in  hiftory  (a), 
had  kept  alive,  ds  Weil  as  i^er- 

* 

,  (1)  Dio,  lib.  Nviii.  p.  781.  Ignat.  Adla,  p.  53,  5^  (a)  Euieb* 
Cbron,.  p.  mS.  U  lib*  i«  cap.  n, 
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^d  iRome,  triumph  cufta  each  particular  nation  tirhich  ht  E^raor- 
had  fubducd :  a  trimnphal  arch  was  iwiHt  inliis  own  forum,  ^i^iary  h- 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  coaquefts ;  an4  the  peo-  '^""^  ^^' 
jite  of  Rome  m«ide  pi^ratioiM  *o  receive  him  with  the  ^"^'^^  "* 
'Htmoft  pomp  «pon  bia  return.    But  he  never  i^etumed  to  jenate, 
Rome  ;  Qor  vraa  <he  «nd  of  bia  aftions  aniWeraUe  to  the 
jbegifming.     For  fftttft  el  the  nationa,  which  he  had  coh- 
^nepod,  xevoked   onA  ihocA:  off  the  yoke,    after  havinfi^ 
dfi^Kn  out  or ^naflfacred  tfhe  gantfona  that  had  heen^e^ 
ampBgft  them.    The  Jew8|  who  had  been  dtfperfed  into  all  7Ae  Jeiut 
parts  of  the  worid,  raifed  a  dreadful  rebellion  in  aU  the  rt^wlt  in 
f>tYmnces  of  the  empire*  encouraged  by  the  aMence  of  the  f^^^ 
^emperor*  a«d  the  late  uerriWe  earthijuake,  which,  as  riicy  -  ^''' 
in^aginied,  portended  the  mui  and  downfall  of  the  Roman 
empire.    ITheeramjsie  of  the  Jews  was  followed  by  moft  Mod  9fth§ 
of  the  countries  which  Trajan  had  conquered,  the  inhabit-  lountfits 
ants  ^ofing  every-whcre  up  in  arms,  and  murdering,  or  ex-  ^J^ff'^f^ 
peUiog  the  Roman  garrifons.     Againft  them  the  emperor  %^i^l^ 
idifpatched  Lufivs  Quietua,  and  L.  Appius  Maximus,  who       ^  ' 
/were  attended  with  ^rary  dlffereiit  fuccefs ;  for  Maximus 
niraa  defeated  and  killed*;  by  whom  hiftory  does  not  inform 
us :  but  LttfioB  diftingufQied  himfelf  ias  ufual,  gained  great  but  an 
advantages  oiver  the  enemy,  recovered  the  city  of  Njfibis,  again  n* 
ibefieged^  Aormed,  and  lalid  in  aflies,  the  city  of  Edeifa.  ^^^^* 
On  the  other  hand)  Eruciua  Clams,  and  Juliu$  Alexander, 
two  other  commanders  of  the  emperor,  retook  the  city  of 
£eleuci?  upon  the  Tigris,  and  federal  others,  which  had 
,fliaken  off  the  yoke.    Lufiua  was,  for  his  gallant  condud, 
Tewarded  with  the  government  of  Palaeftme  %  no  doubt, 
toike^  chat  province  Jii  awe^  which  was  ehiefly  inhabitetl 
,by  jfews,  and  feemed  inclined,  as  Spartian  informs  us  S  to 
revok)  and  raife  new  commotions  in  the  empire.    For  thefe 
advantages,  and  the  recovery  of  his  conquefts,  Trajan  af- 
fumed  the  tenth  and  laft  time  the  title  of  emperor.   T>uring 
<thefe  difturbances,  Sambelus,  king  of  Mefene,  continued 
faithful  to  Trajan.    Neither  did  the  Parthians  make  any  at- 
tempts towards  the  recovery  of  their  liberty :  but  Trajan, 
apprchenfive  they  would  foon  (hake  off  the  yoke,  thought 
it  advffeable  to  conciliate  them,  by  giving  them>  inilead  of 
aiRoman  governor,  a  king,  of  their  own  nation.     With  this 
^efign  he  repaired  to  Ctefiphon;  where  having  affembled  in 
a  large  plain  the  Romans  and  Parthians,  he  afcended  a  high 
throne,  and  declared  Parthamafpates  king  of  the  Parthians,  ^f^j^n 


placing,  with  great  ponip  and  folemnity,  the  crown  upon  i*y"^ 
*-•- head.     Parthamafpates,  whom  Spartian  calls  Pfama-  p*f;^'j*' 

*  Dio,  in  Excerpt.  Val»  p.  7*0*  ^  Spart.  ia  Adr.  p.  6* 

S  4  teffuis. 
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teffiri$,  coadnuedfaithful  to  the  Romans ;  but  was  defpifed 
by  the  Partbiaps  as  a  flave  to  Rome^  and  retamed  feared  any 
authority  ovqr  them. 

In  the  following  year,  the  twentieth  and  lall  of  Trajan's 
feign,  Nijger*  and  Apronianus  being  confuls,  the  emperor 
marched  into  Arabia,  and  made  war  upon  the  Hagareni^ 
pr  Agareni,   who  had  likewife  revolted.     What  part  of 
Arabia  they  inhabited  we  cannot  determine,  fince  we  find 
no  farther  mention  made  of  them,  till  the  times  of  the 
Conftantinopolitan  empire,  •  when  the  name  of  Hagareni 
became  common  to  the  Saracens  and  Arabians  in  general. 
Y$.  of  Fl.  The  emp^rof  beGeged  their  city,  which  by  Xiphilin  is  called 
%466.      Atr^.    It  was  neither  great  nor  beautiful,  fays  Dio  Caffitts^j» 
U  C   8^^   ^^^  thought  to  be  very  opulent,  as  the  fun  was  worfhippe4 
,  '    '  tbercj  a  circumftance  which  drew  crowds  of  people  thither 

Hf  hifiig^s  with  rich  prefents  from  the  neighbouring  countries.    It  was 
Aira\         (ituated  on  the  top  of  a  high  and  deep  mountain,  wdl 
peopled,  and  furrounded  with  ftrong  walls  ^.    But  its  chief 
ilrength  confifted  in  thfe  barrennefs  of  the  neighbouring 
country,  deftitute  of  grafs,  wood^  and  even  of  water ;  i) 
that  a  numerous  army  CQi^ld  pot  Ipng  fubfift  before  it :  hence 
it  was  neither  taken  now  by  Trajan,  nor  afterwards  by  Se» 
yerus,  though  they  had  both  made  a  breach  iii  the  wall. 
Trajan  narrowly  efcaped  being  killed  in  one  of  the  attacks; 
for  having  laid  afide  the  enfigns  of  his  dignity,  that  he 
might  not  be  known,  he  headed  his  men  inperfon :  but  the 
enemy  difcovering  him,  notwitbftanding  that  difguife,  by 
his  grey  hairs,    and  majeftic  air,  aioied  chiefly  at  him, 
wounded   his  horfe,  and  killed  a  foldief  by  his  fide.     Be- 
lidesy  as  qften  as  the  Romans  advanced  to  the  attack,  they 
were  driven  back  by  violent  ftorms  of  wind,  rain,  and  hai^ 
and  dreadful  flalhes  of  lightning.     At  the  fanie  time,  they 
were  in  a  ilrange  manner  infefted  in  their  camp  by  fwanns 
hut  raifis     of  flies :  fo  that  Trajan  was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  and 
UM/iegf*      retire.    Soon  after,  as  he  was  advanced  in  years,  and  worn 
out  with  fo  many  toils,  he  was  feized  with  a  dropfy  and 
palfy,  which   he   himfelf   afcribed  to  poifon,    but  others 
thought  natural^     {lowcver,  he  was  ftill  for  returning  into 
Mefopotamia,  to  reduce  fome  places  which  had  revolted. 
//  taken  ilU      His  diftemper  increafing,  he  left  the  command  of  the 
an^ fits  fail  army  to  Adrian,  whom  he  appointed  governor  of  Syria,  and 
jor  Italy,     embarked  for  Italy.   It  was  no  fooper  known  that  he  had  fct 
fail,  than  all  the  countries,  which  he  had  conquered  at  a 
va(t  ex  pence  of  blood  and  treafure,  and  by  expofing  himfelf 
to  innumerable  dangers,  (hook  oflfthe  yoke,  and  recovered 

«  DIq,  Ub.  Ixviift  £•  735.  y  Herodian.  lib.  iii.  p.  518. 

their 
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their  former  condition,  in  fpite  of  the  troops  he  had  left 
to  keep  them  in  fubjeftion.    The  Parthians  drove  out  Par-  ThePar^ 
thamafpates ;  the  Armenians  chofe  themfelVes  a  king  5  and  Mww 
the  greateft  part  of  Mefppotamia  revolted  from  Rome,  and  ^Py^^"' 
fubmitted  to  the  king  of  the  Parthians.     Thus  all  the  pains  "^' 

he   had  taken,  all  the  dangers  he  had  undergone,  and  the 
immenfe  fums  he  had  expended,  proved  in  the  end,  of  no 
eflef):.     Upon  his  arrival  at  Selinus  in  Ciltcia,  which  was 
afterwards  from  him  called  Trajanopolis,  he  was  feized 
'with  a  flux,  which  in  a  very  fliort  time  put  a  period  to  his 
life.     He  died  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  after  having  Traja/t 
reigned  nineteen  years,  (ix  months,  and  fifteen  days,  from  ditsat^eU* 
the  death  of  Nerva  to  the-  eleventh  of  Auguft,  (for  we  *«f  ^«  ^*' 
know  not  the  precife  day  on  which  he  died),  when  Adrian   ^^'^' 
received  at  Antioch  the  news  of  his  death,  which  had  been 
-concealed  for  fome  time,  and  thereupon  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  proclaimed  emperor  \    His  body  was  was  burnt  at  Se-  Hisa/htt 
iinus^  and  his  afties  were  carried  by  his  wife  Plotlna,  and  are  con- 
his  ni«ce  Matidics,  or  Matidia,  in  a  golden  urn,  to  Rome,  '^'^^ 
where  they  were  received  with  extraordinary  pomp,  and  de-  J^J^^J 
pofited  under  the  ftately  column  which  he  had  ere£t;ed,  under  hit 
though  it  flood  within  the  walls,  where  no  perfon  before  eolumM, 
him  had  been  buried  y»    The  Parthic  fports  were  for  many 
years  celebrated  in  memory  of  his  viftories  in  the  Eaft  *. 
Trajan  left  no  children,  nor  are  we  told  that  he  ever  had 
any.     He  was  fucceeded  by  Adrian,  a  circumftance  which 
was  rather  owing  to  the  favour  of  Plotina,  than  to  any  ex- 
traordinary kindnefs  of  Trajan  towards  him  :  for  though 
the  emperor  was  nearly  related  to  him,  had  been  his  guar- 
dian, and  given  him  his  niece  in  marriage,  yet  he  never 
took  great  notice  of  him  *;  nor  did  Adrian  ever  ihew  any 
particular  affeftion  for  Trajan  (E).  ^ 

X  Dio,  p*  786.    Aurel.  Epit.    Julian.  Caefar.  p«  39.  r  Dio, 

Jib.  Ix'w.  p.  788.    Ciaccon.  col.  Traj.    Via.  Epit.  .    »  The- 

mift.  Orat.  xvi.  *■  Spart.  in  Adr.  p.  3. 

(£)  Hence  it  was  commonly  whole  affair  was  managed  by 
believed,  that  Trajan  did  not  Plotina  and  Atianus,  or  rather 
adopt  him;  but  that  Plotina,  Tatianus,  who  bad  been,  jointlv 
who  was  a  great  friend  to  Adri-  with  the  emperor,  Adrian's 
an,  introduced,  after  the  death  guardian ;  and  adds,  ibr  this 
of  her  huiband,  a  fuppofititious  reafon  the  emperor's  death  was 
perfon,  who,  counterfeiting  the  for  fome  days  concealed.  This 
voice  of  the  dying  emperor,  Dio  Cafiius  learned  of  his  fa- 
declared,  that  he  adopted  A-  ther  Apronianus,  who,  as  he 
drian.  Dio  Caffius  tells  us,  in  had  been  governor  of  Cilicia, 
ezprefsterm8,that  Trajan  never  where  the  emperor  died,  had 
^op^ed  Adrian ;  but  that  the  thence  certain  intelligence  of 

what 
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Cnmi  '^c  ihaU  clofe  the  hifiory  of  ihi»  grcdt  €miienir'8 

wf rij  /«r-  with  a  fuccioifl  accowt  of  his  noUe  and  mfeful  works*    Ajd- 
Mfnf^  5f    felius  Vi£br  iays  he  was  the  fir  ft  wh9  intf  oduced  die  nfe 
Tra/a9*      ^f  poftK:hai£e8 ;  but  that  mvenuoa  is  generAliiy  aicriibed  to 
Auguftus  \  jLod  was  probtiblf  <H»ly  improved  lif  T^raf ara^  as 
it  waa  after  bis  tkae  bj  feveral  <»d>ef  emperpra,  as  iqypemra 
from  Gothofredua,  who  treata  of  ihi«  fabjeft  at  iengtli  in 
his  commenu  upos  the  Theodofiao  cod^.    He  made,  at  an 
immenfe  charge,   a  lar^e  and  jpanftofient  ro^d^  leading 
through  many  harbaiioaa  nations,  £r0iii  the  moft  difiauic 
coafts  of  the  Ewune  &a  to  iAofe  i^-the  oceam  in.Gavl  ^ 
He  built  feveral  magnificenc  Jabrarics  «n  Rmae,  and  a  ibatfeiy 
theatre  in  the  Field  of  Macs  ^.    He  adorned  the  atj  with 
many  magoiificent  edifices,  enlarged  the  i:ircii6,  Kiyaired  a 
^reat  number  of  ancient  buildings,  and  iupplied  tbofeqaac- 
ters  of  the  city  with  plenty  of  water,   whicfa  bar  oaber 
Kh/fitm'^  princes  had  been  neglc^ed.    But  the  saoA  m^ificc«tof 
mMdcplitmn.  all  hia  works  was  the  great  fiquane,  whicli  be  made  at  ftooae, 
and  called  from  bis  own  «ame,.  Iming  for  that  pavpofe  1&- 
yelled  a  hill  a  hundred  and  iox^y^hwp  het  higL    in  the 
nidft  of  the  fquaie,  he  ereded  the  famofia  coitunn,  wbcdi 
is  ftill  fianding,  to  ferve  him  for  a. tomb,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  ihew  the  height  of  the  'bill  v/ibidb  he  reimnred,  as 
appears  from  the  infcription  on  tfae  bafis,  dated  the  ibfen- 
teenth  year  of  his  uibunitial  powoTt  wibich  was  the  114th 
4>f  the  Chridian  ssra.     The  empevor  Conftantins,  when  he 
£ame  to  Rome  in  357,  found  tiothing  in  that  ftotely  me- 
Iropolis  which  he  admired  sfo  much  as  Trajan's  Square  ^ 
The  architect  employed  by  Trajan  in  this  inimitable  work, 
«iras  one  Apollodorus  '.     During  this  prince's  reign,  moft 
«f  the  provinces  of  the  eaxpite  fufieved  greatly  by  ear^ 
quakes,  and  were  grievoufly  affliiSbed  with  a  dnadfui  piagQC^ 
with  famine,  and  frequent  conflagrations  «.     At  Rome  the 
.Tiber  overflowed  its  banks  iwvith  incredible  violence,  laid 
jreat  part  of  the  city  under  water,  overturned  many  houfes, 
and  greatly  damaged  the  fields;  though  Trajan  caufeda 

^  Vide  Cod.  Theodof.  torn.  ii.  p..  510,  511.  c  Aur.  Vid. 

'  Plin.Paneg*  p.  96.    Dio,  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  778.  e  Anuniaa. 

lib.  xvi.  p.  71,  f  Dio,  p.  789.  g  Vift.  Epit. 

what  had  pafled  at  his  death,  but  by  Plotina,  who  had  aev^cr 

Befides,  the  letters  written  to  before  figned  any  of  her  .htt£- 

the  feriate  concerning  this  adop-  band's  di^tches  ( 1 ). 
tion  were  not  figned  by  Trajan, 

(j)  Dia,  lib.  Ixii^.  p.  787,  7*!. 

caaal 


«d^nal  ^o  be  idog,  ih  order  to  «onviy  the  #Rter  inM)  fts  Mi- 

twral  channel »» (E), 

Tra^an^  iraftwidhftandsng  bis  hamaiiiiy  anil  ^htr  amuikle  V)«^/lr]^ 
^iftaKties,  Aifiered  tbcChriftiarts  tx>  be  perfecufxd  in  moft  -^f' (f!^ 
f^roviflicoB  of  the  cmpre.     As  he  ptAMflicd  no  «jcw  edida  tobtpVr^ 
mgzluoA  the  Chriftian  reBgion,  he  is  not  reckoned  by  Tcp-  ^^^fg/  ^ 
tuUiaa  among  the  perTecutors  of  tite  church  ^.     Btft  t^at  he 
^prms  en  erilemy  to  the  Chriftitms^  ^nd  highly  prejudicei 
agajoaft  them,  is  anaiwfeft  from  FKny's  iecter  to  him  \  and 
his  anfwer  to  Pliny.    Tiiia  may  he  oCtirihed  «o  has  bchokk- 
ing  the  Chriftians,  who  were  already  very  numerous^  atid 
multiplied  daily,  with  a  jealous  and  fufpicious  eye,  as  the  • 
imdermtnem  ot  the  religiofi  of  the  empire,  and  en^mie^  to 
the  gods  adored  at  Rome,  and  in  all  the  Roman  ptOTinees. 
Befides,  he  accounted  them  eftabiifhers  of  hetxriae,  or  /V/^- 
'^al  f octettes ^  tehich   ufually  breed  fafli'ons  and  feditlons; 
whence  all  focieties,  or  colleges,  not  authorized  by  an  im- 
perial edi£t,  or  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  were  forbidden,  and 
theperfons  frequenting  them  adjudged  guilty  of  treaibnz 
l>ut  after  be  had  been  inlbrmed  by  Pliny  of  their  iniyicence, 
liecotild  not,  nor  mdeod  did  he  entertain  any^iinifter  cp»* 
-nidn  of  their  difciplioe :  bat,  neverthdefs,  inftead  of  vut- 
-ting  an'immedis^te  ftop  totheperfecution,he-fefitdiredions 

^  Flin.  I?b.  Yiii««p.  ^7.  *  Btffoh.  ad.  Attn.  loto.  *  Plin. 

lib.  X.  ep.  102. 

(F)  Phlegon  telh  ub,  that,  iti  ila^e  of  a  knight,  tofifned  Bute- 

Tnijaii's  time,   a  womati  was  ces,  voluntarily  ^i&po(t^^  that 

•deliy^ered  at  Alexandria  of  fhne  hie  maAer, andieveralorhersilf 

children  the  fame  day,  thfee  ^he  equeftrian  order,  had  for  «i 

nmles,  and  two  females,  who  kmg  time  carried  on  a  criminal 

^mxt  bF0ii|rht  up  with  great  cans  conv^rfation  with  three  VeihHf, 

by  the  emperor.  The  nextyear  ^^Bmilia,  Licinia,  and  Mania, 

the  fame  woman  was  delivered  who  \^ere  immediately  pu&i(h- 

of  thrdechildf^n  (a).    We  read  ed,  and  the  kbights  their  ac- 

in  Plutarch  (3),  that  in  Tra-  eompltces.     But  the  pontift, 

jan'9  reign  a  Ve^l,  named  Hel-  hslving  Hrft  confuked  the  books 

vetia,  going  on  horfeback,  wtis  ^f  the  Sibyls,    declared,  that 

firuckdead  with  a  ia(h  of  light-  the  crime  Was  to  be  esrpiatedlyy 

ning,  and  thrown  quite  naked  burying  alive  in   the    Forum 

on  one  fide,  and  her  hoffe  on  Boarium,  ^  or  the  Ox-maiket, 

theDtber;  which  the  foothfayefrs  two  men  and  twowomeK^  na» 

looked  upon  iis  prefaging  iome-  tives  of  Greece  and  Gaul ;  a 

diing  highly  difhbnoumble  to  batbarouseaEpedi^nt,  which  was 

Veftal8,and  theR-oman  knights.  pia^fedaocoi'diRgly. 
Actardingly ,  not  long  af«er,  the 

(t)  PbtKg.Mir.  cap.  19.  (3)  Flut.  Qsaeft.  Rom. 

into 
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Hitunjuft  in^o  Bithynia^  that  no  inquifition  ihould  be  made  for  tbe 
pr9€eed*  CbriftianS)  but  that  fuch  as  were  accufed  (hould  be  puniib- 
K^sagmnfi  cd  ;  which  was,  as  Tertullian  obfeives  in  his  Apology  ',  de- 
claring them  ihnocent,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordering  them 
to  be  treated  as  criminals.  This  ordinance  continued  in 
force  till  the  peifecution  of  Severus^  that  is,  for  almoft  a 
whole  century.  As  Trajan  was  a  generous  encourager  <^ 
learningi  under  him  the  efforts  of  genius  and  ftudy  began 
to  revive  "*;  and  his  reign  became  famous  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  eminent  hiftorianSj  poets,  orators,  and  philofo> 
phers{G),  CHAP. 


1  TertuU.  Apol.  cap*  %, 
Agr.  cap.  »,  3. 

(G)  Thefe  were  Julius  Fron- 
tlnus,  Cornelius  Tacitus,  Pliny 
the  younger,  Pompeius  Satur- 
ninus,  Titinius  Capito,  Clau- 
•dius  Pollio,  Vcrginius  Roma- 
nus,  &c.  Sextus  Julius  Fron- 
tinus  was  praetor  in  the  firil 
year  of  Vclpafian's  reigo,  but 
yielded  that  dignity  to  Domi- 
tian,  after  having  held  it  but 
one  day,  or  two  at  moft* 
Some  years  after,  he  command- 
ed in  Britain  with  great  repu- 
tation and  fuccefs,  till  the  ninth 
year  of  Vefpafian's  reign,  when 
he  was  fuccccded  by  the  cele- 
brated A^ricola.  He'  was  a 
great  civilian,  and  one  of  the 
^reatell  commanders  of  his 
time.  He  wrote  four  books  of 
Stratagems,  which  have  reach- 
ed our  times,  and  are  fuppofed 
to  have  been  infcribed  to  Tra- 
jan. Nerva  committed  the 
fountains  and  aquedu6ts  of 
Rome  to  his  care ;  on  which 
occalion  he  wrote  the  treatife  of 
Aqueducts,  which  has  reached 
us;  as  have  done  fome  other 
fmall  pieces  of  his,  and  are  to 
be  found  in  the  coUedlion  which 
Scrivetius  has  made  of  the  an- 
cienfs  who  have  treated  of  the 


n  Plin.  Pan.  p.  84.    Tacit.  Vit 


military  art,   and  publiihed  at 
Antwerp  in  1607. 

Cornelius  Tacitus,  the  great- 
eft  orator,  ftatefman,  and  hifto-  * 
rian  of  his  time,  was,  as  is 
commonly  fuppofed,  the  Ton  of 
Cornelius  Tacitus,  a  Roman 
knight,  and  procurator  of  Bel- 
gic  Gaul.  He  was  prstor,  un* 
der  Domitian,  in  the  year  of  the 
ChriiHan  sra  88,  the  feventh 
of  that  prince's  reign,  and  con- 
ful  under  Nerva  in  97,  being 
fubftituted  to  Vergimus  Rufus, 
whofe  panegyric,  or  funeral 
oration,  he  compofed  and  pro- 
nounced (i).  He  married  in 
77,  or  78,  the  daughter  oftlie 
celebrated  Cneius  Julius  Agri- 
cola  (2).  He  pleaded  at  the 
bar,  even  after  he  had  been 
conful;  and,  by  his  eloquent 
fpeeches,  gained  the  reputatinp 
of  the  greatefl  orator  of  his 
time  (3).  He  was  much  admir- 
ed by  Pliny,  who  lived  in  clofe 
friendihip  with  him,  and  by 
all  men  of  learning,  who  e- 
fleemed  it  a  great  honour  to  be 
acquainted  with  a  perfon  of  Us 
extraordinary  accomplifhroeiits 
(a).  Though  he  was  tbe  great- 
eu  orator  of  his  time,  he  is  now 

(1)  Plin.  lib.  ii.  cp.  1.        («)  Tacit.  Vit.  Agr.  cap.  jj.        (3)  Plin. 
libfii.  epift.  i,  11.      (4}  Idem^  lib.  iv.  epift.  i3»  15,  lib.ix.  ep.  so. 

known 
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CHAP.      LVI. 

^Ae  Hijiory  of  Rome^  from  the  Death  of  Tra^ 
jan  to  the  Death  of  Marcus  Aureliusy  when 
the  Power  of  the  Roman  Empire  began  to 
(Recline. 

ADRIAN,  who  fucceeded  Trajan  in  the  empire,  was  Adrian. 
the  fon  of  jElius  Adrianus  Afer,  coufin-german  to  „. 
that   prince,   and  of  Domitia   Paulina,   fprung  from  an  iroBwn 
Uluftrious  houfe  in  Cadiz.     His  family  came  originally  mplty- 

from  metus^&c* 


known  only  by  his  hiftorical 
works,  which  can  never  be  fuf- 
ficiently    admired    and    com- 
mended.    His  life  of  Agricola, 
Which  Liplius   thinks   one  of 
the  finefl  pieces  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  was,  as  we  conje<aure 
from  the  preface,  one  of  the 
firft  pieces  he  compofed,  •  and 
probably  publiflied  in  the  very 
beginning   of  Trajan's  reign. 
The  work,  which  comprifes  the 
lives  of  the   emperors,    from 
the  death  of  Galba  to  that  of 
Domitian,  ought  to  be  placed 
next ;  for,  in  his  Annals,  he  re- 
fers the  reader  to  his  account  of 
the    reign  of   Domitian   (5). 
That  work,  which  is  by  Ter- 
tuUian  (6),  and  other  ancients, 
called  the  Hiftory  of  Tacitus, 
comprifed  the    tranfadtions  of 
the  Romans,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,   from  the  year  69  to 
the  year  96,  of  the  Chriftian 
aera;  but  only  his  account  of 
the  year  69,  and  part  of  the 
year  70,  has  reached  our  times. 
Having  ended  his  hiftory,  he 
began  his  Annals   (for  fo  he 
himfelf  ftyles  them)  from  the 


death  of  Auguftus  to  the  reign 
of  Galba,  in  which  there  are 
many  conliderable  chafms.  He 
had  referved,  as  he  himfelf  tells 
us  (7),  for  the  ftudy  and  eni- 
ployment  of  his  old  age,  the 
reigns  of  Nerva  and  Trajan; 
but  that  work,  it  feems,  he 
never  undertook,  no  mention 
being  made  of  it  by  any  of  the 
ancients.  He  likewife  propofed 
writing  the  hiftory  of  Au- 
guftus's  reign ;  but  St.  Terom 
knew  of  no  other  hiftorical 
works  of  Tacitus,  except  his 
Hiftory  and  Annals,  which 
were  in  all  thirty  books  (8). 
Of  thefe  are  now  remaining,  not 
without  feveral  chafms,  only 
fixteen  books  of  his  Annals,  and 
five  of  his  Hiftory* 

Pliny  was  a  native  of  Co- 
mum,  now  Como,  the  fon  of 
L.  Caecilius,  by  the  fifter  of 
Pliny  the  elder,  by  whom  he 
was  a^lopted,  and  thence  took 
the  name  of  C.  Plinius  Caeci- 
lius Secundus  (9).  He  was 
born  in  the  eighth  year  of 
Nero's  reign,  the  6ift  of  the 
Chriftian  aera,  and  ftudied  elo- 


(5)  Tacit,  Annal.  cap.  xi.  (6)  Tcrtull.  Ap.  cap.  16.  &  Ub# 

^e  Spedtac.         (7)  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  i.  cap.  i« .         (S)  Hier.  in  Zac. 
(9)  Plin/ProL  &  lib.  V.  cp.  8. 

quencc 


27<K  Tke  Itomsm  ttifiofy. 

from  Italica  in  Spain,  the  native  city^  of  Trajan,  wliittief 
Adrian,  in  the  a^coount  he  wroto  of  ma  owa  life,  pretend-* 


quence  under  Quintilian  (i) 
wkk  fuch  fucceft,  that  ho  aad 
Tacitus  were  reckoned  the 
greateft  orators  of  their  time. 
jp  hi)  yioutb  he  followed  the 
profeffioD  of  arms  (2),  was 
praetor  under  Domitian,  and 
under  Trajan  confuly  augur, 
and  governor  of  Pontus  and 
Bithynia.  But  his  chief  ero- 
plevtnent  was  to  plead  caufes, 
which  be  did  with  great  elo- 
quence, and  equal  diiinterefted- 
nef9«  not  accepting  of  )its  clienti 
fees  or  prefcnts  of  any  kind, 
even  before  the  law  prohibiting 
tbeni  paiTed  in  the  fenate.  He 
publimed  feveral  harangues  or 
leeches,  none  of  wluch  have 
r<eachQd  our  times,  exept  his 
panegyric  upon  the  emperor 
Tnyan.  He  himfelf  made  aixd 
publiflied  a  colle^ion  of  fuch 
of  bjis  letters  as  he  thought 
the  mo^  diverting  and  m* 
ftrudfive  (3) ;  and  of  thefe  arc 
fiiU  es^tant  ten  books,  which 
have  been  of  Ggiial  ufe  to  us  \xi 
compiling  the  xeign  of  Tr$^. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  honour, 
probity,  dlfiAterellednefs,  ^ 
j;pQd-nature ;  of  which  we  find 
innumerable  infiances  in  his 
letters.  He  jxrefented  feveral 
individuals  with  confiderable 
fums,  namely,  Quintilian,  op 
occafion  of  the  marriage  of  his 
^ughter  (4.) ;  the  poet  Mar- 
tial, wh<nhe  left  Rome,  to  re- 
turn tp  Spain*  hi^  native  coun^* 
tjy  (5) ;  and  pneRomanus  Fir- 
miua,  to  make  up  the  fum  re^* 
guiiite  for  hi^  being  raifed  tp 


the  equeftriah  order  (6).  He 
was  not  pofifisfifd  of  a  large 
eftate;  but,  by  heft  owing  little 
upon  himfelf,  he  could  afbrd 
bedowmg  a  great  deal  upon  his 
friends,  as  he  had  no  chil- 
dren (7).  He  at  once  dif- 
charged  all  the  debts  of  one  of 
his  friends,  fubdituting  himfelf 
in  the  room  of  all  his  otbec 
creditors,  who  had  brought  him 
into  great  trouble.  When  ki» 
friend  died,  his  daughter  Cal- 
vina  was  for  renouning  the  in- 
heritance ;  but  Pliny,  to  fave 
the  repuutioA  of  the  decealibd, 
generoufly  forgave  her  what  (he 
QTfftii  him,  though  he  lyad  con- 
tributed a  coofic^ble  fiim  to* 
wards  her  fprtune,  when  ihe 
was  married  (8).  The  reader 
will  .find  in  Pliny's  Leuers  in- 
numerskble  other  inftances  of 
his  generofity  and  difintereft« 
nefs,  which  the  brevity  we 
have  propofed  to  ourfelyes  irifl 
not  allow  us  to  relate  in  this 

pl^^» 
Poqapeius  Saturninus  flouriih* 

ed  under  Traja^,  and  is  highly 
commended  by  P%y,  with 
\^hom  be  lived  in  flna  friend* 
(hip,  as  an  excellent  orator, 
poet,  and  hiflorian  (9) ;  but  his 
Wprks  have  been  long  fiace  \io&. 
Titinius  Capito  is  likewife 
mentioned  by  Pliny,  as  a  writer 
of  no  mean  chara^er.  He  de« 
fcrihed  the  deaths  of  iUuf<* 
trious  men,  an^ongft  whom  wece 
fome  of  his  cotc^mporaries,  con* 
demned,  no  doubt,  by  Domi*. 
tian  (i).  . 


(i]i  PHn.  lib.  ii.  cp.  14.         (»)  Idem,  lib.  i.  ep.  10.         (3)  Idem, 
lib.  1.  ep.  I.  (4)  Idem,  lib.  vi.  ep.  31.  (5)  Idem,  lib.  iii. 

•p-  »T-  (6)  Idem,  lib. ).  cp.  19.  (7)  Idem,  lib.  11.  ep.  4. 

(S)  I^m,  lib.  ii.  cp.  4.  (9)  Idem,  l^b.  vii.  ep,  i^.         (i)  Idem, 

)ib.  viii.  ep.  is. 
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fAf  that  kis  anceftors  had  removed  fome  agea  before  from 

the  city  of  Adria  m  the  country  of  the  Picentes,  now  tho 

dttkedom  of  Atri  in  Abruzzo.   MarulluiuSj  his  great*great<« 

g^andiacber,  was  the  fiift  Roman  fenator  of  the  family  *• 

He  Was  bom,  according  to  Spartian,   in  Rome,  on  the 

twecitf-fourth  of  January,  in  the  year  76  of  the  Chrif* 

tiaa  aefa,  when  Vefpafian   was  conful  the   feventh  time^ 

aad  Titns  the  fifth.     He  was  named  P.  ^lius  Adrsanus^ 

or  Hadrianus ;  to  which  names,  after  his  acceflion  to  the 

empire,    he  sidded   that  of  Trajan  ^     His  father  dying 

wlmi  h«  was  only  ten  years  old,   left  him  under   ^ha 

gaandiaaflnp  of  Trajan  and  Ccelius  Tatianus,  or  Attianut^ 

%  Ronum  knight.    He  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the 

Gr^dc  tonrue,  and  was^  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  fo  tboroughljf 

acquainted  with  that  language,   that  he  was  commonly 

caited,   the  young  Grecian.    He  then  went  to  ferve  in 

Spain,  and  remained  there  till  he  was  recalled  by  the  in* 

lercft  of  Trsqan,  with  whom  he  lived  as  his  Ton.     He  was 

Iboa  after  appointed  by  Domitian  one  of  the  decemvirs, 

and  raffed  to  the  command  of  the  fecond  auxiliary  legi^i, 

with  wfaidi  he  was  fent  into  Moelia  about  the  latter  end  of 

thac  prince's  reign.    We  are  told,  that  in  Moefia  an  aftro-* 

kigiKr  :aiKired  him,  that  the  ibvereign  power  was  by  the 

fates  deftined  to  bim;^   which  was  confirming  what  his 

gteaCkUncle  ^lius  Adrtaniiis  had  foretold  many  years  be« 

Hire.    When  Trapn  was  adopted  by  Nerva,  Adrian  was 

Atfpatcbed  with  the  coiigra4:ii}ati6ns  of  the  army  upon  that 

acoaficnH  and  afcerwardi  removed  by  Nerva  from  Moefia 

isto  Upper  Germany ;  whence  he  haftened,  upon  |;he  death 

m£  thdt  prince,  to  cany  the  firft  intelligence  of  that  event 

te  Trajan.    Servismus,  who  commanded  in  Upper  Cer* 

many,  and  was  no  incoA  to  Adrian,  though  he  had  mar^ 

ffcd  his  fifter  PauKna,  detained  him,  till  he  had  forwarded 

an  eJBprefs  to  Trajan  with  the  news  of  Nerva's  death,  and 

afterwards  fupplied  him  with  an  old  chariot,  which  broke 

down  by  the  way,  that  he  might  not  ingratiate  himfelf  with 

the  new  emperor,  by  firftinK>rming  him  of  his  acceffion  to 

th«  empire.    Neverthelefa,  Adrian  purfued  his  journey  on 

foot  wi(h  fubh  expedi4!ion,  that  he  arrived  in  Lower  Ger^ 

many  brfore  the  exprefs.    Trajan  kept  him  about  his  per-  ^rajwi 

fen;  hut,  though  he  was  his  kinfman,  and  his  guardian  j  ^^^^*^^  ^ 

though  he  gave  him  afterwards  his  fitter's  grand-daughter,  2?J^^' 

Sabitia,  in  marriage,  yet  he  never  conferred  any  extraordi-  nours  upom 

nary  bonoura  upon  him.    In  his  youth  he  had  l^uandered  him* 

*^Spait.  In  Adr.  p.  i-^].    Parif.  i6j;e«  •  Die,  lib^  IxViii, 

p.  7%6»  Spart.  in  Adr.  p.  i.— 3,  8. 

away 
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away  his  eftate»  and  coi|traded  great  debts;  which,  wlA 
his  other  vices,  Scrvianus  took  care  to  exaggerate  to  the 
emperor,  in  order  to  eftrange  his  mind  from  him,  and  pre- 
vent his  adopting  him ;  for  Serrianus  entertained  a  very 
indifferent  opinion  of  Adrian,  and  believed  that  Rome 
could  never  be  happy  under  fuch  a  prince :  for,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  was  a  perfon  of  moft  extraordinary  parts,  and 
pofleffed  fome  great  virtues,  yet  they  were  allayed  with  no 
lefs  vices. 

He  was  endowed  with  a  memory  almoft  beyond  belief  | 
he  could  repeat  a  whole  book,  however  difficult  and  intri* 
cate  the  fubjeS,  after  having  once  perufcd  it ;  he  knew  the 
name  of  every  foldier  in  the  army,  and  remembered  all 
thofe  who  had  once  ferved  under  him,  though  thev  had 
been  long  difbanded.  He  excelled  in  every  branch  of  learn* 
ing,  and  was,  without  comparifon,  the  beft  orator,  poet, 
grammarian,  philofopher,  and  mathematician  of  his  time ; 
thoroughly  (killed  in  phyfic ;  well  acquainted  with  the  vir- 
tues and  properties  of  moft  herbs  and  minerals  \  in  draw- 
ing and  painting  he  was  equal  to  the  greateft  mafters,.  and 
fung  and  played  upon  all  kinds  of  inftruments,  fo  as  to  be 
reckoned  the  moft  ikilful  mufician  of  the  age.  He  even  * 
applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  judicial  aftrology  and  ma- 
gic. He  ufed  at  the  fame  time  to  write,  di£):ate  to  feveral 
fecretaries,  give  audience  to  his  minifters,  and  difcourfc 
with  them  about  affairs  of  the  greateft  importance ;  for  no 
man  was  better  acquainted  with  his  domeftic  affairs  than 
he  with  thofe  of  the  whole  empire.  His  court  was  coa- 
ftantly  crowded  with  philofophers,  orators,  poets,  and  ma- 
thematicians, for  whom  he  always  fhewed  ^  particular 
efteem,  and  took  great  pleafure  in  difputing  with  them,  chal- 
lenging the  poets  by  extemporary  verfes,  at  which  he  had 
an  extraordinary  talent.  Having  one  day  excepted  againft 
an  expreffion  ufed  by  Favorinus,  that  philofopher  modeftly 
yielded,  though  he  might  have  produced,  out  of  good  au- 
thors, fufficient  authority  for  his  expreffion;  which  felf- 
denial  feeming  ftrange  to  his  friends,  **  Do  you  think  (faid 
Favorinus  pleafantly),  that  I  will  pretend  to  be  more  learned 
than  one  who,  has  thirty  legions  at  his  command  p  V* 

In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  gave  many  inftancesof 
his  clemency  and  condefcenfion  ;  but  afterwards  caufed  fe- 
veral perfons  t6  be  unjuftly  put  to  death :  whence  fome 
writers  extol  him  as  a  moft  merciful  prince,  while  others 
reprefcnt  him  as  naturally  inclined  to  cruelty,  but  often  for- 

p  Spart.*  in  Adr.  p«  i.— •31-  Ammian.  lib.  xxx*    Dio,.  lib.  Ixix. 

p.  790. 

«  giving 
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givitig  ifijurles,  throoffh  fear  of  undergoing  the  fate  of  Ca- 
^gula,  Nero,  or  Domitian.  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 
Tatianus  advifed  him  to  condemn  three  perfons,  who,  he 
faid»  wouM  not  fail  to  excite  drftarbances ;  namely,  Bebius 
Macer,  governor  of  Rome  5  Laberius  Maximus,  and  CraflTus 
Fi*ugi,  of  whom  the  two  latter  had  confpired  againft  Tra- 
jati,  aiid  were  then  in  exile :  but  the  emperor  ^ould  not 
hearken  to  any  fuggcftiona  againft  them,  faying^  it  would 
be  altogether  unjuft  and  tyrannical  to  punifh  any  one  for  a 
crime  which  be  was  only  likely  to  commit  ^.  rie  allowed 
free  accefs  to  his  perfon,  and  feemcd  never  better  plcafed 
than  when  they  fpoke  to  him  freely,  or  reminded  him  of 
hrs  faults  (H). 

He  was  courteous  and  affablie  towards  perfons  of  all  ranks,  i^inJio  Ah 
^onvcrfed  fartiiliariy  with  his  friends,  and  vifited  them,  nay,  f^^*'^n 
and  his  freedmen,  when  indifpofed,  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
comforting  them  in  their  ficknefs,  and  affifting  them  with 
bis  advice.     He  frequently  entertained  tbem  at  his  table, 
and  honoured  them  with  his  compatiy  at  their  houfes,  with- 
out bein?  invited,  converfing  more  like  a  private  perfon 
rtian  a  prmce.    He  refufed  them  nothing  which  he  thought 
reafonable  to  grant,  and  enriched  fomc  who  had  never  afked 
Mm  the  leaft  favour  ^    At  the  fame  time  he  gav^  ear  to  but  gives 
flanderers,  and  believed  evei'y  tale  that  was  whifpered  againft"  ear  to 
fhem  ;  whence  all  thofe  whom  he  had  moft  favoured,  and  M^'^^^^f^ 
i^fed  to  the  higheft  honours,  were  in  the  end  difgraced, 
treated  as  etiemies,  and  either  put  to  death  or  banifhed. 
His  liberality  knew  no  bounds  }  he  allotted  large  fums  for  His  liber- 
the  maintenance  of  poor  children  of  both  fexes,  and  in  that  «%• 

q  8paft«  p«  to.  r  Idem.  p.  7.    Did,  p.  791. 

(H)  A  woman  having  one  one  day,  with  great  clamour  in 
day«  applied  to  him  on  occafion  the  theatre,  fomething  which 
of  a  vexatious  law-  fuit,  the  em-  Adrian  was  not  incKned  to  grant 
peror  told  her,  that  he  was  not  them,  he  commanded  the  pub- 
then  at  leifure  to  hear  her.  The  lie  crier  to  proclaim  filence, 
•  Woman,  not  Satisfied  with  thii  with  the  imperious  word  tacete, 
anfwcr,  cried  out  to  him  aloud,  h  filent^  urcd  by  Domitian  on 
»*  To  what  purpofe,  thfen,  are  the  like  occafion  ;  but  the  crier, 
you  cmpcFor  ?"  with  which  inftcad  of  obeying  him,  fard 
franknefs  Adrian  was  fo  well  only,  *'  The  emperor  begs  you 
pleafed,  that,  poftponine  all  would  be  filentj"  which  Adrian 
other  afiairs,  he  attended  her  was  {o  far  from  refenring,  that 
with  great  patience,  alid  dif-  he  commended  his  prudence,- 
nifled  her  fully  fatisfied  ( 1 )  •  and  amply  rewarded  itt 
The  Romaa  people  demanding 

(i)  DiO|  lib.  IxJx.  p.  790. 
Vol.  XIIL  T  .  par- 
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particuIaF  excelled  even  Trajan.  Such  fenators  as  were 
by  misfortunes  reduced  to  poverty,  he  fettled  penfioitS' 
iuitable  to  their  rank,  and  the  number  of  their  children. 
Among  the  populace  he  diftributed  yearly  an  immenfe  qaan-> 
tity  of  com  ;  he  made  large  prefents  to  fuch  of  the  knights 
as  were  not  able  to  fupport  their  dignity,  and  fupplied  all 
thofe  whom  he  appointed  governors  of  provinces^  or  com- 
manders of  armies,  with  horfei^,  mules,  cloaths,  and  mo- 
ney, to  defray  the  charges  of  their  journey.  During  the 
feaft  of  Saturn,  he  ufed  to  fend  prefents  to  his  friends,  em- 
bracing that  opportunity  to  reward  them  for  their  fidelity* 
and  attachment  to  bis  perfon.  His  prefents  to  kings  and 
princes  always  exceeded  thofe  which  he  had  received  at 
their  hands.  Such  of  the  public  profefibrs  as  were  no  longer 
able  to  difcharge  their  office  properly,  he  difmified  with 
marks  of  honour,  and  liberal  allowances.  As  he  fpent 
mod  part  of  his  reign  in  vifiting  the  provinces  of  the  em- 
pire, he  left  in  every  place  marks  of  a  magnificence  truly 
.  great  and  princely  *.  He  is  faid  never  to  have  feized  un- 
juftly  any  man's  property  j  neither  would  he  ever  receive 
legacies  left  him  by  perfons  who  were  not  known  to  him> 
or  by  fuch  of  his  friends  as  had  children. 

He  {hewed  on  all  occafions  a  high  refpe£l  for  the  fenatCf 
confuls,  and  other  magiftrates,  tranfading  nothing  without 
their  advice.  He  fcarce  ever  failed  affifting  at  their  aflem- 
blies,  when  he  was  either  at  or  near  Rome,  and  ufually 
waited  on  the  confuls  to  their  houfes.  He  would  not  fuffer 
the  Roman  knights  to  fit  as  judges  in  the  caufe  of  a  fenator, 
though  that  had  been  cuftomary  when  the  caufe  vras 
pleaded  before  the 'emperor  in  perfon  5  neither  would  he 
allow  of  any  appeals  from  the  fenate  to  himfelf.  He  ad- 
miniftered  juftice  with  great  impatiality,  following  in  that 

!»articular  the  advice  of  P.  Jubentius  Celfus,  Salviu?  Ju- 
ianus,  and  Neratius  Frifcus,  all  men  of  great  probity, 
and  the  heft  civilians  in  Rome.  He  enquired  rigidly  into 
the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  his  minifters,  difchaj^'ng 
them  when  guilty  of  the  leaft  injufticc  or  mifdemeanour. 
He  allowed  his  freedmcn  no  pow«[r  \  and  fuch  as  pretended 
to  have  any,  in  order  to  gain  credit  or  wealth,  he  puniflied 
with  the  utmoft  feverity  (I).    He  was  an  enemy  to  all 


•  Spart.  p.  10—17.    DJo,  p.  790.    Philoft.  Soph.  cap.  a7. 

(T)  Obferving  one  day  from    tell  him,  that  it  did  not  become 

him  to  walk  between  two  per- 
fons to.whom  he  might  one  day 
beailavc  (2), 


his  window  one  of  his  freedmen 
walking  between  two  fenators, 
he  fent  one  of  his  attendants  to 
give  him  a  box  on  the  ear,  and 

(*)  Spart.  p.  10. 


I^omp 
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j^6itlp  and  parade ;  therefore  he  would  never  fuffer  the  fc- 
tiators  to  attend  him  but  upon  bufinefs.  He  ufually  re- 
turned from  the  fenate  in  a  fedgn,  that  the  fenators  might 
1^  difpenfed  from  accompanying  him  to  the  palace.  He 
Iwould  not  fuffer  his  name  to  be  put  upon  any  of  the  liately 
buildings  which  he  erefted,  except  upon  the  temple  which 
he  built  in  honour  of  Trajan  5  but,  at  the  famd  time,  con- 
sented that  feveral  aquedudis  and  cities  (hould  bear  his 
name  ^  Out  of  Rome  he  entirely  laid  afide  the  port  and 
majefty  of  an  emperor;  in  his  garb  and  drefs  he  varied 
little  from  a  common  foldier ;  his  diet  was  fuch  as  chance 
prefented  \  he  ufually  marched  on  foot,  with  his  head  bare^ 
Aiaking  no  difl:in<flion  between  the  frozen  mountains  of  the 
Alpsj  and  the  fcorching  deferts  of  Africa ;  he  tifited  the 
foldiers  in  perfon  when  fick,  took  particular  care  6f  their 
f>rovi(ions,  and  made  them  prefents  5  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
forbad  the  ufe  of  arbours,  fhady  walks,  and  bowers ;  ba- 
nifliing  from  the  camp  whatever  feemed  in  the  leaft  to  en* 
courage  luxury  and  diffipation.  He  was  acquainted  with  Hire^het 
every  foldier  in  the  army,  knew  his  age,  and  remembered  thetincUnt 
Bis  exploits.  He  preferred  none  but  men  of  courage,  ^7  w^ 
ftrcngth,  and  good  charaSers,  faying,  "  Such  as  the  officers  ^^^^^  '^^' 
are,  fuch  will  the  foldiers  foon  be/*  By  thefe  means  he  re- 
vived and  reftored  the  ancient  military  difcipline,  which, 
by  the  negligence  of  many  princes,  had  been  decaying  fince 
the  time  of  Auguftus  ". 

He  is  generally  cenfured  by  the  ancients  as  too  inqui-  Uis^iau 
fitive,  and  prying  into  every  one's  fecrets,  though  they  did 
not  concern  him  ;  as  addidxed  to  the  moft  infamous  plea« 
fures,  and  abandoned  to  all  manner  of  fuperftition;  a 
weaknefs  which  was  the  chief  caufe  of  his  perfecuting  the 
Chriftians,  whom  he  detefted  as  enemies  to  the  idolatrous 
worfliip  of  his  gods  ^.  He  delighted  much  in  hunting,  and 
is  faid  to  have  killed  bears,  lions,  and  other  wild  beails^ 
with  his  own  hand.  He  founded  a  town  in  Moefia,  which 
he  called  Adrianotherae,  that  is,  Adrian's  Chace,  becaufe  he 
had  killed  a  bear  upon  the  fpot.  He  loved  his  hunting- 
horfes  and  dogs  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  built  them  tombs, 
and  wrote  their  epitaphs  *.  He  was  the  firft  emperor  who 
let  his  beard  grow,  to  cover  fome  fears,  which  disfigured 
that  part  of  his  face. 

Having  thus  given  a  fketch  of  the  virtues  and  vices  of 
Adrian,  we  ihall  now  proceed  to  the  hiftory  of  his  reign. 
Having  caufed  himfelf  to  be  declared  emperor  on  the  ele- 

t  Spart.  p.  9,  TO.  ■  Dio,  p.  790— '792.  «  Ammiao.  lib.  xxr. 
Hier.  Chroa.    TertuK  Apol.  cap.  v.       >  Spart.  p.  is,  ij. 
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Hit  itttif  venth  of  Auguft  of  the  year  1 18,  he  immcdiatclv  wrote  M 
ftkifi^  tBe  fcnatc.  excufing  his  having  aflumcd  that  title  without 
••'''  their  cement  and  authority,   alleging,  that  he  had   been 

forced  to  it  by  the  foldiery  :  he  hoped  they  would  confinn 
the  title,  without  conferring  other  honours  upon  him  till 
he  fliould  dcferve  them  by  his  aGions.     In  the  fame  letter 
he  folemnly  promifed  never  to  put  any  fenator  to  death, 
nor  to  tranfad:  any  afiair  of  confequence  without  their 
counfel  and  advice  ^     He  doubled  the  donative  given  by 
other  emperors  to  the  foldiery,  and  appointed  Tatianus,  or 
Attianus»  formerly  his  guardian,  with  Similie,  captains  of 
the  praetorian  guards.     Adrian  had  no  fooner  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  the  empire,  than  he  deprived  the  brave  Lufios; 
Quietus,  who  had  ferved  with  great  reputation  under  Trar 
'  jan,  of  the  command  of  his  countrymen  the  Moors,  fufpedfc. 
^A^**        ing  him  of  afpiring  at  the  empire.     As  to  the '  conquefta 
^e'enm-      made  by  his  predeceffor,  he  reiolved  to  abandon  them  all  j 
tries  CM-     ^^^  accordingly  withdrew  his  troops  from  Arminia,  Mcfo- 
guergti  fy     potamia,  and  Aflyria ;  fo  that  the  Euphrates  became  once 
trajwt»      more  the  boundary  of  the  Roman  empire.    He  allowed  the. 
Armenians  to  choofe  themfelves  a  kit^ ;  and,  as  the  Par- 
thians  were  diflatisfied  with  Parthamafpatea,  whom  Tra- 
jan had  raifed  to  the  throne,  he  appointed  him  king  of 
fome  neighbouring  nation,  and  fufFered  the  Parthians  to. 
recal  Coirhoes,  whom  Trajan  bad  expelled  two  years  be- 
fore *.    He  was  likewife  determined  to  abandon  Dacia ;, 
but  his  friends  prevailed  upon  him  to  retain  a  pro^incej^  in' 
which  fuch  numbers  of  Roman  citizens  had  fettled.    I^ow- 
cver,  he  ordered  the  arches  of  the  famous  bridge  built  bj 
Trajan  over  the  Danube  to  be  broken  down,  tha^  the  Bar- 
barians might  not  make  themfelves.  mafters  of  i.t,  and  in- 
vade the  Roman  territories*.    Adrian,  having  given  the 
neceflary  orders  for  maintaining  the  tranquility  of  the  Eaff, 
and  appointed  Catilius  Severus  governor  of  Syria,  left  An- 
tioch,  and  departed  for  Rome,  which  he  did  not  reach  dil 
next  year.     Epiphanius  tells  us,  that,  biefore  he  left  the 
Eaft,  he  travelled  into  Egypt ;   and  that,  pafling  by  Jci;u- 
falem  forty-feven  years  after  it  had  been  taken  by  Titus,^ 
on  that  occafion  he  refolved  to   rebuild  it;  which  deGgn^ 
however,  he  did  not  put  in  execution  before  the  latter  eind 
of  his  reign  ^. 

In  the  following  year  Adrian  entered,  vpon  bis  fecoud 
confulfliip,  having  been  named  to  that  dignity  by  Trajan  !?<;- 
fore  he  died,  together  with  Fufcus  Salinator,  lyho  had  mar- 

y  Dio,  lib.  Ixix.  p.  788,  «  Spart.  p.  10.    Dio,  l}b*  Ij^viii,  p,  77^, 

*  Eutrop.  in  Adrian.  ^  Epiphan.  ijenf.  cap,  14,^ 
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ricd'thc.  aaughter  of  ServiahUs,  Adrian's  riiccc.     At  this  ^tarri*vts 
period  Adristfl  irettirried  tb  Rome^  where  he  ^^as  received  V^^^'^f- 
fejr  all  ranks  of  people  with  extraordinary  dfehionftrations  of  tLtHmmp/k 
joy  $  bht  he  could  not  be  pfevafiled  upon  to  accept  the  tri-  decreed 
ufoph  Vhich  ha^  hfceri  prepared  for  Trajan,  and  was  now  him  by  the 
decreed  hf  the  fcnatc  to  the  ne^^  emperor.    At  his  defirc,  ^*'"^\ 
t^at  honour  wds   conferred  iipoti  tho  image  of  Trajan,  ^^%' 
i0!kt6h  Adrian  hirafclf  feems  to  have  iarried.    Soon  after  /antes  of 
his  entrance  into  the  tity,  he  remitted  to  the  inhabitants  hisgene^ 
of  Rome  and  Italy  all  debts,  without  reftriaion,  due  from  ^»fi*J* 
tliem  to  the  trcafury,  and  to  particular  perfons  in  the  pro- 
vinces what  w^as  owing  by  them  for  tlie  laft  fistteen  years, 
.barning  in  Trajatti's  new  fquare  all  the. bonds  and  regifters 
itelatiitg  td  thofe  de(rt:$,  in  order  to  fecure  every  one  againft 
foch  claims.    The  fum  which,  he  remitted  on  this  occafion 
atnliotint^d  x6  kwtn  millions  of  our  money :  no  wonder,^  " 
tliercfore,  that  fuch  a  generous  aflion  is  fo  much  Extolled 
by  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  and  mentioned  in  moft  of 
the   infcriptions   and  ihedab  of  this    and  the  following; 
▼ear  (K).     Befides^  he  reduced  the  taxes  both  at  Rome  ana 
in  the  provinces ;  and  eafed  the  cities  of  the  heavy  burden 
whith  had  been  laid  upon  them  by  Trajan,  of  fupplying 
foch  :jis  travelled  for  the  fervice  of  the  ptmlic  with  hotfes, 
chariots,  and  carriages^  which  weVe  thenceforth  provided 
at  the  charge  of  the  emperor  ^. 

In  the  following  vear  Adrian  was  conful  the  third  time ; 
but  reiigned  the  fafces  at  the  endof  four  months,  and  never 
after  refumed  them.    He  had  for  his  colleague  one  Rufti- 
^us,  of  whom  we  find  no  farther  mention.    The  Sarma-  ne  Sar* 
ftans,  and  the  Roxolani,  wKofe  country  bordered  on  the  moHans 
Palus  Maeotis,  now  invaded  Illyricum  ;  a'n  incurliort  which  ^Rox§* 
obfiged  Adrian  to  leave  Rome,  and  haftcn  into  Moefia,  ^^^^^ 
^hcre  he  defeated  the  Barbarians  upon  their  return  from 
Illyricum.    Thofe  who  efcaped  faved  themfelves  by  fwim- 
mftig  acrofs  the  Danube,  and  foon  after  fent  ambafladors  to 
Adrian,  who  granted  them  honourable  terms,  and  by  that 
means  terminated  the  war.    They  afterwards  quarrelled 
with  one  another,  and  chofe  Adrian  for  their  umpire,  who 
compofed  their  difierences  to  the  general  fatisfa£tion  of 

cSpart.  p.  17. 

^K)  On  one  of  the  medals,  to  the  bonds,  with  this  legend, 

wKich  has  reached  our  times,  "  He  enriches  the  whole  world 

Adrian  is   reprefented  with  a  (3).?* 
torch  in  his  hand,  fetting  fire 

(3}  Span.lib.  ix.  p.  Si  i.  S«5. 
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each  party.  Having  tbus  terrified  the  Barbacidi»,  and  at 
the  fame  time  gained  their  affb£lion8,  be  appointed  Martiusv 
Turbo,  whom  be  bad  recalled  from  Mauritania,  governor 
of  Fannonia  and  Dacia,  and  led  bis  army  into  lilyricum; 
whence  he  wrote  to  the  fenate,  accufing  Cornelius  Palmai 
Xt,  Fublius  Celfus,  Domitius  Nigrinus,  and  Lufius  Quietus,, 
pf  baying  formed  a  cpnfpiracy  againft  bis  life.  They  were 
all  confulars,  men  of  extraordinarv  parts,  and  had  been- 

f;reatly  efteemed  and  beloved  by  Trajan ;  but  neverthelefsthe 
enate,'bafely  complying  with  the  emperor's  will,  ordered 
them  to  immediate  execution,  without  even  acquainting 
them  that  they  had  been  accufed.  As  no  one  believed  them 
guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  their  charge,  their  death  drew 
upon  the  emperor  the  public  hatred,  who  thereupon 
haftened  to  Rome,  where  he  openly  declared  upon  oath, 
that  they  had  been  executed  againft  his  will,  and  without 
bis  know  lege  ;  but  was  not  credited,  fays  Dio  Caffius,  by 
thofe  who  knew,  that  Palma  and  Celfus  had  been  always 
bis  enemies,  and  that  he  was  jealous  of  Nlgrinus  and  Que- 
tus,  who  were  equally  beloved  and  efteemed  by  the  Romaa 
people  •*. 

Befides  thefe  four  excellent  men,  fcveral  other  perfonsof 
great  iperit  and  diftin£l:ion  were  accufed  and  condemned, 
as  privy  to  the  fuppofed  confpiracy  i  fo  that  the  city  was 
filled  with  dread  and  terror*  But  Adrian  hknfejif,  hav« 
ing  got  rid  pf  thofe  whom  he  chiefly  feared,  put  a  ftop 
to  the  cruel  and  unjuft  proceedings  of  the  fenate,  by  enaft- 
ing  that  no  perfon  (hould  be  accufed  or  tried  upon  the  law 
of  majefty.  He  was  defirous  of  having  Tatianus,  formerly 
his  guardian,  and  now  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  put 
to  death ;  for  he  was  a  man  of  a  haughty  and  imperious 
temper,  and  aQumed  greater  power  and  authority  than  the 
emperor  was  willing  to  allow^;  but  neverthelefs  Adrian, 
not  thinking  it  adviieable  to  fpill  more  blood,  diflembled 
Jiis  refentment  for  the  prefent,  and  prevailed  upon  Tatia- 
nus to  re(]gn  his  command,  by  offering  him  a  place  in  the 
/enate  and  the  confular  ornaments,  which  he  readily  accept* 
cd.  Marcius  Turbo,  governor  of  Pannonia  and  Dacia, 
one  of  the  beft  officers  of  his  age,  fucceeded  him,  and  Sept 
ticius  Clarus  fupplied  the  place  of  Similis,  who  this  year 
refigned  and  retired  from  the  city*.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year  the  empeior  went  into  Campania,  where  he  re- 
lieved with  great  generofity  the  poor  inhabitants  of  all  th(? 
pities  through  which  he  paflfed. 


'Plo^lib.  Ixlx^p.  783. 
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TThe  next  confuls  were  L.  Catilius  Severus,  whom  Adrian 
Itad  appointed  governor  of  Syria  three  years  before^  and 
Titus  Aurelius  Fulvus,  who  fucceeded  Adrian  in  the  em- 

fire,  and  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Antoninus 
ios  '.     This  year  Adrian,    who  faid,    that  an  emperor  Yr.  of  FL 
ought  to  imitate  the  fun,  which  illuminates  not  one  place,    -**^9' 
but  all  the  comers  and  regions  of  the  eaith,  began  his  pro-  ^j*  q'  J*'* 
grefs^  with  a  defign  to  vifit  in  perfon  all  the  provinces  of  ^* 

the  empire,  and  examine  the  fkate  of  each  country  fubje£t  Adrian  n*. 
to  Acme,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  depend  entirely  folvet  to 
upon  the  accounts  tranfmitted  to  him  by  his  minifters  and  **"/'  a/itAg 
governors.   Thus  he  employed  almoft  the  whole  remainder  tr^l'^^lf 
of  his  reign,  that  is,  near  levente'en  years.    He  began  his  ^,v,. 
pfogrefs  with  Gaul,  where  he  viewed  all  the  chief  cities  He  goes 
and  Roman  forts,  and  fignalized  himfelf  by  ejitraordinary  ^^th  Gauk 
bounties.    From  Gaul  he  went  into  Germany,  where  the  ^^'^  ^^^^^^ 
flower  of  the  Roman  troops  were  cantoned.  He  fpent  fome  ^^^jf^' 
time  there,  in  order  to  revive  and  eftabliih  among  them, 
the  ancient  military  difcipline ;  for  he  did  not  leave   Ger« 
4nany  till  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  when  An- 
iiius  Verus,  grandfather  to  the  emperor  Marcus  Aurelius, 
and  Augur,  or,  as  he  is  called  in  the  Alexandrian  chro- 
nicle, Augurinus,  were  confuls. 

During  their  confulate  Adrian  returned  to  Gaul,  and  ^^^fi'. 
from  thence  pafled  over  into  Britain,  where  he  is  faid  to  ^g/it^n,* 
have  reformed  many  abufes  <•    The  greateft  part  of  the 
ifland  was  fubje£i:  to  Rome ;  but  the  northern  nations  had, 
upon  the  departure  of  Agricola,  revolted,  and  recovered 
their  ancient  liberty.     Adrian  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
make  war  upon,  and  reduce  them  again,  but,  in  order  to 
fecure  the  countries  belonging  to  the  Romans  againft  the 
incurfions  of  the  waorlike  Caledonians,  he  caufed  a  ram- 
part to  be  raifed,  extending  from  the  ri^er  Eden  in  Cum*  Hh  tudU 
berland  to  the  Tine  in  Northumberland,  eighty  miles  in  ^^*^'* 
length  ^«    In  other  counties  too,  where  the  Barbarians  were 
not  feparated  from  the  Romans  by  rivers,  he  ordered  walls 
to  be  made  of  earth,  ftrengthened  with  fhanp  ftakes  driven 
deep  into  the  ground.    In  Britain  he   difgraced  and  diC> 
charged  his  fecretary  Suetonius  Tranquillus,  no  doubt  the 
hiftorian,  and  Septicius  Clarus,  captain  of  the  praetorian 
guards,  for  their  difrefpe£lful  behaviour  towards  the  em- 
prefs  Sabina. 

Having  fettled  the  affairs  of  Britain,  he  returned  to  Gaul, 
And  built  at  Nifmes  a  magnificent  palace  in  honour  of  Plo- 

f  Onapb.  in  Faft.  p*  iso.  %  Spart.  p.  6.  b  uiTer.  Britaii* 

^clcf.  Antiq.  p.  ios4.  Dublin.  1635. 
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tina,  Trajan's  widow  (L).  From  Gaul  he  proceeded  to  Spaltif 

and  pafled  the  winter  at  Tarraco,  now  Tarragoaa^  where 

he  rebuilt  the  temple  of  Auguftus,  founded  by  Tiberius^ 

and  held  a  general  afiembly  of  the  ftatea,  in  order  to  coat-' 

pofe  the  differences  which  fubfifted  amongft  them,  about 

raifing  levies  to  recruit  the  Roman  armies.    At  Tarraco  be 

"tr^oftt      fortunately  efceped  being  killed  by  a  Have,  who,  while  the 

^i^gnffafiM"  emperor  was  walking  in  his  mafter^s  garden,  a&ulted  .him 

0iiid.  with  a  drawn  fword.    Adrian,  clofing  with  him,  feized  hiin» 

and  delivered  him  to  the  guards,  who  were  hafteaing  to 

his  ai&ftance :  but  afterwards*  finding  the  Save  was  difor* 

dered  in  his  fenfes,  he  committed  him  to  the  care  of  the 

phyficians,  and  took  no  farther  notice  of  the  attempt. 

From  Spain  the  emperor  returned  to  Rome  in  the  monlh 
of  April,  as  appears  from  an  aacient  infcription,  Acilius 
Aviola  and  Cornelius  Pania  being  then  confuls :  but  he  did 
not  remain  long  there  i  for  either  in  the  end  of  this,  or  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year,  when  Qutntns  AinusPaD- 
tinus  and  Caius  Ventidms  Apronianus  were  confiUs^  ho 
was,  according  to  St.  Jerom  and  Eufebtus ',  at  Athena* 
During  his  refidence  in  that  city,  the  CephUqs  gorerflowiiig 
its  banks,  and  laying^reat  part  of  the  cit¥  of  Eieufina  un^ 
dcr  water,  he  caufed  a  bridge  ta  be  built  over  that  river, 
and  provided  againft  its  overflowing  for  the  future  K  From 
Athens  he  paffed  into  the  £aft«  where  be  was  apprekeofi ve  of 
a  war  with  the  Parthians ;  but  prevented  hoililities  by  a  cent 
ference,  with  whom  biftory  does  not  inform  us^  but  it  was, 
in  all  likelihood,  with  Cofrhoes.  Manius  Acilius  Glabrie 
and  Caius  Bellicius  Torquatus  being  confuls,  Adrian  r^torOf 
'^affU'the^  cd  from  the  Eaft  through  Afia,  and  vifited  Cilicia,  Lycia, 
'^nviniJrat  Pamphylia,  Cappadocia,  Bithynia,  andPhrygia;  ordering 
dthins.  temples,  fquares,  and  other  edifices,  to  be  built  at  his  ex* 
pence  in  moft  of  the  chief  cities*  of  thoJe  provinces,  cfpe- 
cially  in  Nicomedia,  Nicaea,  and  Cyzicus.  He  likewife 
vifited  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  and  arrived  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  following  year,  P.  Cornelius  Scipio  Afiaticus 
and  Vettius  Aquilinus  being  confuls,  in  Achaia*     He  paff- 
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(L)  No  remains  of  this  {bte- 
ly  edifice  or  baiilic,  as  Spartian 
calls  it,  are  now  to  be  feea ; 
but  the  antiquaries  take  the  mag- 
nificent amphitheatre,  which 
the  iohabitatits  call  les  Arenes,. 


^  Her,  in  Chron* 

the  Pont  du  Guard,  and  feveral 
other  ancient  buildings,  which 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  that  city, 
to  have  been  raifed  by  Adrian, 
or  by  his  fucceflbr  Antoninus 

(I). . 


(i)  vide  Salmaf.  io^  Sparti  p.  *). 
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ed  the  remUning  part  of  tbe  winter  at  Athens^  where  h« 
laraa  initiated  into  the  rites  of  Ceres  and  Proferpine,  called 
the  EUeufinian  myfteries. 

From  Athena,  after  he  had  prefided  at  the  public  games,  rtfitsSicUj^ 
stttd  beftowed  innumerable  favours  upon  the  inhabitants,  he  and  n- 
failed  to  Sicily,  where  he  was  led  by  his  curiofity  to  vifit  (?''*'  '• 
the  top  of  Mount  iKtna,  in  order  to  view  the  rifing  fun^    ***• 
^irhich  was  faid  to  exhibit  on  that  eminence,  all  the  oslours 
of  the  rainbow.     From  Sicily  he  returned  to  Rome  in  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year,   when  Annius  Verus, 
grandfather  to  the  emperor  Marcus  Aureliua,  was  the  third 
time  Gonful,  with  L.  Variua  Ambibuius^    The  eleventh 
and  twelfth  years  of  Adrian's  ceign  are  quite  barren  of 
cventa.    The  conCikls  were  Titianus  and  Gallicanua,  Toc« 
q«atus  Aiprenas  and  Annius  Libo.     In  the  third,  P.  |u« 
▼entios  CeiAis,  and  Q^Julius  Balbua  Marcelius  being  con-^ 
Jala,  the  cities  of  Nttomediat  Csefarea,  and  Nicaea,  in  Bi-^ 
tkynia^  were  almod  overturned  by  an  earthquake,  but  re- 
Wiit  at  the  expence  ef  the  emperor,  who  was  thence  ftyled  RehutUs 
the  Hefterer  of  Bithynia  »•  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  he  4e-  fiy/rai 
parted  again  on  a  newprogre&,  paf&ng  firft  into  Africa^  etttesathU 
where,  upon  his  arrival^it  rained,  after  a  five  years  drought  i  !^*^'*' 
X  Uefling  afcribed  to  hb  prefence :  thia,  together  with  the  Craffis 
many  favours  he  befix>wed  upon  the  inhaJ^itantsof  that  pro*  o^vtrmm 
vince,  gained  him  the  aflSBfiionaof  all  ranks  of  men.    From  Af^*^*% 
Africa  he  returned  to  Rome,  and  caufcd  the  obfequies  of  JJJ'/J^/*/ 
I^tma,  to  whom  he  ,  was  indebted  for  the  empire,  to  be  Rome^ 
performed  with  the  utmoft  pomp  and  magnificence.     She  Plotina 
died  either  while  Adrian  was  in  Africa,  or  foon  after  his  ^}'^*  *»' 
return  from  that  country.    He  lamented  her  with  many  *'  ^^"^'A 
tears,^  appeared  for  nine  days  in  deep  mourning,  compofed  g^^j^ 
verfes  in  her  praiie,  and  caufed  her  to  be  ranked  among 
the  god«b 

The  next  confuls  were  (^Fabius  Catullinus  and  M.  Fli-  Yr.  of  FI. 
Tins  Aper,  during  whofis  adminiftration  a  temple  was  built      ^479* 
at  Rome  in  honour  of  that  city,  and  of  the  goddefs  Vcn»a,  ^*  c'  J^'* 
which  was  called  the  Temple  of  Rome,  and  the  Temple  of     '    '  ^^' 
the  Fortune  of  Rome  ".     On  the  erection  of  this  temple  xhe  templg 
Adrian  changed  the  ancient  name  of  the  fisaft,  which  was  of  Venus 
yearly  kept  on  the  twenty-firft  of  April  for  the  foundation  ond  Remg.^ 
of  Rome,  calling  it  Romana,  inftead  of  Palilia^    This  ^J'^^^"/'* 
edifice  was  one  of  the  wonders  which  the  emperor  Con-  jJ^ 
flantius  chiefly  admired  when  he  came  to  Rome.    It  was 

1  Dio,  lib.  Ixix.  p.  797.  *"  Eufeb.in  Chron.  p.  sir.  Birag. 

p.  U3.  '  Ammian.  lib*  xvi.  ^  Atben.  lib.  viiL 

after- 


282 


mtithiri 

€mfirs 
With  ikg 


Hi  'vifits 

Arabia^ 
tmdKgyft, 


The  Roman  Hiftory. 

afterwards  confumed  by  fire,  and  rebuilt  by  Maxentius  ^(t/S), 
In  the  beginning  of  the  fummer  Adrian  left  Rome,  with  a 
defign  to  revifit  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft ;  and  paffing 
through  Athens,  purfued  his  journey  to  Afia,  where  he 
confecrated  feveral  temples.  In  Cappadocia  he  parchafed 
a  great  number  of  flaves  for  the  fertile  offices  of  the  camp. 
To  Cofrhoes  he  reftored  his  daughter,  who  had  been  taken 
prifoner  by  Trajan,  and  promifed  to  give  him  up  his  golden 
throne ;  which  however  he  did  not  perform.  He  invited  all 
the  neighbouring  kings  to  a  conference,  and  many  of  them 
complied  with  the  rcqueft.  He  entertained  them  with  great 
pomp  and  magnificence,  and  loaded  them  with  rich  pre- 
sents upon  their  departure.  The  Badrian  princes  did  not 
come,  but  fent  deputies  to  conclude  an  aUiance  with  the 
peoi^e  of  Rome.  The  kings  of  Albania  and  Iberia  neither 
fent  ambafladors^nor  came  in  perfon;  an  omiffion  which' 
they  repented  when  they  underftood  how  the  others  had 
been  received  and  entertained «.  In  Syria  he  afcended 
Mount  Cafius,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antioch,  to  obfervc 
the  rifing  fun,  and  to  offer  a  facrifice  to  Jupiter,  who  was 
worfliipped  ^ipon  that  mountain  ;  but  he  was  overtaken  by 
a  violent  dorm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  which  fell  both 
upon  the  prieft  and  the  vi£^im.  From  Syria  he  paflTed  into 
Paleftine  and  Arabia,  and  from  thence  into  Egypt '.  It  is 
obferved  in  the  Alexandrian  chronicle,  that  the  famous  co- 


p  Aur.  V\&,  p.  516. 
p.  7.  »  Die,  p.  79». 


9  S^art.  p.  S7.  Arrian.  in  Penp.  Pont. 


(M)  Whe»  the  fabric  was 
complete,  Adrian  fent  the  plan 
of  it  to.  the  famous  architedfc 
ApoUodorus ;  which  was  tacitly 
telling  him,  that  he  was  not  the 
only  great  architect  in  the 
world;  for  though  he  himfelf 
had  employed  him,  yet  he  bore 
him  a  private  grudge,  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  checked 
him  with  great  acrimony,  for 
pretending,  in  Trajan's  time, 
to  give  his  opinion  concerning 
certain  buildings.  ApoUodorus, 
who  was  no  flatterer,  after  hav- 
ing viewed  the  plan,  defired 
thofe  who  brought  it,  to  tell 


the  emperof  from  him,  that  the 
fabric  was  too  low  for  the  place 
in  which  it  flood  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  the  ftatues  of  Rome 
and  Venus  too  tall :  *'  The  ar- 
chitect (added  he  pleafantly) 
has  taken  care  that  the  goddeifes 
ihall  not  rife,  nor  walk  out." 
Adrian  was  fo  offended  at  the 
fi-eedom  of  this  anfwer,  that, 
though  he  had  defired  ApoUo- 
dorus to  acquaint  him  with  his 
fcntiments  concerning  the  build- 
ing, yet  he  banifliea  him,  and 
foon  after,  under  fome  pretence 
or  other,  cstufed  him  tO'bc  ai&f- 
finated  (2). 


(»)  Dio,  p.  789. 


loflui 
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loflTus  of  Rhodes  fliook  this  year,  the  fourteenth  of  AdrlanV 
reign  •. 

■  Next  year  Servius  OAavius  Lsenas  Pontianus  ?ind  M.  An- 
toninus Rufinus  were  confuls.    During  their  adminiftra- 
tion,    Salvius  Julianus,  one  of  the  moil  learned  civilians  of 
his  age,  compiled,  by  the  emperor's  command,  the  Perpe-  The  ££€• 
tual  Edift,  containing  all  the  laws  which  had  been  yearly  turn  Per* 
publifbed  by  the  praetors.    This  coUeftion  was  called  the  /''»*«• 
£di£fcum  Perpctuum,  becaufe  it  was  to  continue  in  force 
for  ever,  to  be  as  a  body  of  (landing  laws,  to  prevent  the 
great  confufipn  occafioned  by  the  new  edidls,  and  to  ferve 
as  a  guide  and  rule,  in  the  adminiftration  of  juilice,  through*- 
out  the  whole  empire.     Adrian  continued  in  Egypt  all  this 
and  the  following  year,  when  Augurinus  and  Sergianusi 
were  confuls.    At  Pelufium  he  vifited  the  tomb  of  Pompey 
the  Great  j  and,  finding  it  almoil  entirely  demoliflied,  or- 
dered it  to  be  repaired  at  his  own  expence,  and  performed 
the  nfual  ceremonies  in  honour  of  the  deceafed  hero.     He  He  diflHes 
difliked  the  fickle,  turbulent,  and  fatiJrical  temper  of  the.  thefatiri' 
Egyptians,  efpecially  of  the  Alexandrians.    Their  city  had>  '^^^^ 
it  feems,  forfeited  many  of  its  ancient  privileges,  probably  ^ndriaiis^'^ 
on  account  of  fome  fedition ;  for  St.  Jerom  tells  us,  that  it  He  repaire 
was  almoil  entirely  ruined  by  the  Romans^;  but  Adrian  the  city  of 
not  only  repaired  both  the  public  and  private  buildings,  and  ;f'f*^"' . 
reftored  to  the  inhabitants  their  former  privileges,  but  be-  ^^2Jj.^^^ 
(loiv^ed  new  favours  upon  them ;  for  which  they  returned  ^^  ji^j^^ 
him  folemn  thanks,  and  conferred  upon  him  what  honours  andrians 
they  could  devife.  But  this  fenfe  of  gratitude  was  not  long-  '^'''  ««.- 
lived ;  for  he  np  fooner  left  their  city,  than  they  publifhcd  ^'f'^'^' 
virulent  lampoons  ap^ainft  him  and  his  favourites.     Adrian     '  ^''* 
from  'Egypt  pafled  into  Libya  Cyrenaica,  where  he  killed 
(for  he  took  great  pleafure  in  hunting)  a  lion  of  a  inonftrous 
fize,  which  had  committed  great  ravages  in  that  country  ». 

What  rendered  Adrian's  journey  into  Egypt  the  more  The  death 
remarkable,  was  the  death  of  Antinous,  a  beautiful  youth,  ofAnti' 
greatly  beloved  by  a  prince  addiAed  to  the  mod  unnatural  ^^^tff^p' 
pleafures.    He  fell  accidentally  into  the  Nile,  as  he  was  $^^7f/« 
failing  on  that  river  with  the  emperor,  and  was  drowned (M).  facnficed 

The  ig  him* 

•  Cbron.  Alexand.  p.  59  J.  t  Hicr.  Chron.  •  Athen.  lib* 

?tv.  p.  677. 

(M)  This  is  the  account  and  execrable  principles  bf  that  • 
which  Adrian  himfelf  gave  of  art,  milled  into  a  belief,  that 
his  death.  But  Die  CalTius  af-  he  (hould  prolong  his  life  by  fa- 
fares  us,  that  the  emperor,  who  crificing  a  human  vii^im  to  the 
had  applied  himfelf  to  the  fludy  infernal  gods,  was  obliged  to  ac» 
of  magic,  being,  by  the  falfe  cept  of  the  tender  which  Anti- 
nous 
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The  cmpCror  bewailed  Hm*  fays  Sparthn  *^,  with  sill  th* 
tenderoefs  and  weaknefs  of  a  voman  lamenting  the  deatK 
of  her  huflwnd.  To  foothe,  in  fomc  itieafurc,  bis  grifef,  he 
defired  the  Greeks  to  rank  him  amongft  the  gods  \  ^hiclt 
fhcv  accordingly  performed ;  fo  that' in  a  fliort  time  alV  tbt 
Eaftern  provinces  were  filled  with  ftatnes,  temples,  afid 
ChapelSy  confecrated  to  this  new  divinity  (O).  Adrrant 
«aufed  his  body  to  be  burled  with  the  uttfioft  magriilicence, 
bailt  a  city  in  that  place,  and  converted  his  tomb  mta  ar 
femplci  where  he  was  faid  to  work  miracles  *  5  whricb  vire 
find  estpbfed  and  ridiculed  by  the  Pagans  themfelves. 

In  the  following  year,  when  Hibefus  and  Sifcnna  were 
^onfuls,  Adrian  returned  to  Syria,  where  be  pa£ed  this  and 
the  next  year,  and  honoured  Servian  us  bis  brother-in4^W 
^ith  a  third  confulfhip,  and  gave  him  C.  Vibius  Juventiu* 
Varus  for  his  colleague.  While  Servianus  was  confal,  tfce 
Emperor  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  giving  him  an  account  df 
the  ftate  of  Egypt,  a*  \  of  Ale^dandria  its  metropolis  J".  At 
^e  fame  time  he  fent  fome  prefents,  both  to  him,  iitUft  Iris 
wife  Paulina,  the  emperor's  fitter,  who  died  fobu^fter* 
As  Adrian  conferred  no  extraordinary  honours  upon  hcf 
after  her  death,  the  Roman  fenate  and  people  w^rc  the 
ihore  difpleafed  with  thofe  he  had  beftowed  upon  Anti- 
lious  *.  Early  in  the  fpring  he  left  Syria^  in  order  to  return 
to  Italy;  but  matfc  a  long  ftafy  at  Athens^,  after  having  vi- 
fited  Thrace  and  Macedon.  During  hi*  refidence  at  Athens^ 
the  Jews  revolted,  provoked  chiefly,  fays  Dio  Caffius,  at 
Adrian's  fending  a  Roman  colony  to  Jerufalem  \  at  hts^^^  call- 


w^  Spart.  p.  7.        «  Origen.  in  Gclf.  lib.  111.  p.  13*.         %  Vopifc, 
l^it.  Sat.  p.  245-  *  Dio  in  Excerpt.  Val.  p.  714. 


nous  made  him  of  his  life,-  all 
the  reft  preferring  their  own 
fafety  to  the  emperor's.  Adrian 
would  by  choice  have  rather  fa- 
crificedhis  deareft  friends,  than 
ids  beloved  catamite;  but  as 
no  conftraint  was  to  be  ufed, 
and  none  of  them  wilhed  to 
prolong  the  emperor's  life  at 
the  expence  of  their  own,  the 
offer  of  Antinous  was  accepted, 
and  he  was  iacrificed  (i). 
(O)  At  Mantinea  in  Arcadia 

(j)  Dio,  libilxix.  p.  793, 
Span.  lib.  vii.  p.  652—657. 
(4)  Pi<^  ibid. 


a  magnificent  temple  was  ere6^- 
ed  to  him  by  Adrian,  folema 
fports  inftituted,  and  priefts  ap- 
pointed to  offer  vjftims  in  ho- 
nour of  the  deified  pathic  (ajl 
It  was  even  pretended,  that  he 
uttered  oracles  ;  but  his  anfwcts 
were  commonly  thought  to  have 
been  compofed-by  Adrian  (j). 
The  aftrologers,  having  difco* 
vered,  or  pretended  to  difcover, 
a  hew  flar,  gave  our,  that  it 
was  Antinous  (4). 


(1)  Dio,  rbid. 
(j)  Spartian;  p.  7, 


Spart.  p.  S. 
Dio,  ibid. 

.  ing 
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ing  tli^t  eity,  after  the  n^me  of  his  family,  -Slia  Capito* 
Ijnsi  5  and  hi*  erefting  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Capitolinus  in 
the  pl^ce  wherp  the  ancient  temple  flood.  Spfartian  tells 
psj^  that  Adrian  puhliflied  an  edift^i  forbidding  them  to  be 
circumcifed  ;  which  provoked  them  to  take  up  arms,  and 
attempt  the  recovery  of  their  ancient  liberty.  Be  that  aa  i% 
vrill,  Adrian  had  no  fooner  left  Syria,  than  they  openly  re-  . 
volt^d.  But  of  that  rebellion,  and  the  fatal  confequence$ 
that  attended  itj,  we  fhaU  fpeak  at  large  in  a  more  propej; 
p^ace. 

Die  Caffius,  after  having  defcrihed  the  war  which  Adrian  ne  AUtni 
waged  with  the  Jews,  fpeaks  of  another,  which  broke  out  in*vadi  tkg 
about  the  fame  time,  with  the  Alani  or  Maffagetae,  a  peo*  p^ovinas 

S*e  of  Sarmatia,  who^  under  the  conduQ:  of  Pharafmanes,  Jj[,i/^ 
eir  king,  committed  dreadful  ravages  in  Media,  entered 
Arnieniaj  and  penetrated  into  Cappadocia;  but  foon  with- 
drew from  thence,  not  daring  to  encounter  Flavius  Arria- 
nus,  governor  of  that  province,  who  was  preparing  to  meet  , 
them.  The  inftruftions  given  by  Arrian,  concerning  the 
piarch  of  the  Roman  army  againft  the  Alani,  and  the  order 
^o  be  obferyed  in  the  battle,  which,  it  was  thought,  would 
enfue>  having  reached  our  times  *.  The  Roman  army  con- 
Cftedji  as  appears  from  thefe  inftrudlipns,  of  troops  from 
various  nations,  commanded  by  Xenophon,  who  no  doubt 
(erved  under  Arrian,  governor  of  the  province,  fince  Ar-t 
rian  dtre<^s  him  how  he  is  to  condu£l  himfelf  both  in  the 
xnarch  and  battle. 

Adrian  in  the  mean  time  continued  at  Athens,  much 
pleafed  with  the  cuftonjs.  and  learning  of  the  Athenians, 
He  was  admitted  to  the  great  myftenes  of  Elcufina,  dif- 
ferent fromthofe  in  which  he  had  been  initiated  fome  years 
before,  and  celebrated,  according  to  Eufebius  **,  the  fecond 
year  of  each  Olympiad.     As  he  had  been  created  archoa  Adrian^t 
pf  Athen3  before  he  was  emperor,  he  affumed  the  habit  pe-  ginerofity 
culiar  to  that  dignity,  anc),  with  the  other  magiftrates,  ce-.  ^otheAtAi* 
fcbrated.  the  great  feftival  of  Bacchus,  diftri^uting  large  "'^*'* 
fums,  and  an  immenfe  quantity  of  com,  among  the  popu- 
la(;^*^,    He  embelliflied  the  city  of  Athens  with  many  ftately  jn^  i^j^ifj^ 
l)uildings,  efpecially  with  a. library  of  aftonifliing  ftru£lure.  ings  titff* 
Thefe  edifices,  bad  been  by  his  orders  begun  before,  but 
were  completed  this  year,  and  confecrated  by  the  emperor 
biqifelf  **.     He  likewife  finifhed  the  magnificent   temple 
of  Jupiter  Olympius,  begun,  according  to  rhiloftratus,  five. 
^4ndred.and  fixty  years  before.    In  this  temple  he  dedicated; 

a  Arrian.  Mandat.  m  Alan.  Upfaliae,  ann.  1664*  ^  Eufeb,. 

Chron.  p.  ai4.         <  Dio,  p.  795.    Spart  p«  9.         '  Hier.  Chfon. 
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an  altar  to  himfelf^  and  faffered  the  Greeks  to  build  atfd 
confccratc  a  temple  to  him,  which  they  called  Panellenion  % 
inftituting  on  this  occafion  annual  fports.    In  fliort,  he  em- 
belliflied  Athens  with  fo  many  noble  buildings^  that  he  was 
revered  as  the  fecond  founder  of  that  city  5  whence  one 
quarter  of  it  was  from  hira  called  Adrianopolis.    The  Athe- 
nians employed  part  of  the  money  with  which  he  prefented 
them,  io'building  a  city  in  the  ifland  of  Delos,  which  they 
called  Adrian's  New  Athens  and  Olympia  ^.    The  Athe- 
nians of  Delos  are  mentioned  in  an  infcription  ftill  to  be 
fccn  at  Venice  » ;  but  only  fome  ruins  of  this  city  now  re- 
main, as  well  as  of  the  many  magnificent  buildings  which 
by  the  fuperftitious  Pagans  were  erefted  in  that  ifland« 

This  year,  the  nineteenth  of  Adrian^  reign,  the  emperor 
left  Athens,  and  returned  to  Rome,  Lupercus  PontianuSj 
^nd  Rufus  Atilianus  being  confuls.  He  had  not  been  long 
in  that  -city,  when  ambafladors  arrived  from  Vologefes,  pro* 
bably  king  of  Armenia,  with  complaints  againft  Pharaf^ 
manes,  king  of  Iberia,  and  from  the  lazyges,  a  people  of 
Sarmatia,  who  were  defirous  to  have  their  ancient  treaties 
with  the  people  of  Rome  confirmed  by  the  emperor.  Adrian 
received  them  in  a  very  courteous  manner,  condu£ied  them 
to  the  fenate,  and  read  to  them  an  anfwer,  which,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  fenate,  he  had  previoufly  compofed.  Pha- 
rafmanes  came  to  Rome,  with  his  wife  and  fon,  to  anfwer 
the  complaints  of  Vologefes,  bringing  with  him  rich  pre- 
fents  for  Adrian,  who  repaid  them  with  others  far  more  va- 
luable. He  alfo  prefented  him  with  fifty  elephants,  and 
five  hundred  chofen  men,  to  ferve  him  as  a  guard  5  en- 
larged his  dominions ;  fuffered  him  to  facrifice  in  the  Capi- 
tol ;  caufed  an  equeilrian  ftatue  to  be  ere£ted  to  him ;  and 
affifted  in  perfon  at  a  military  exercife  performed  by  him, 
his  fon,  and  the  chief  men  of  his  court  **  (P). 

After  Adrian  had  thus  travelled  almoft  over  the  known 
world,  he  fell  into  a  lingering  difeafe,  attended  with  fre- 
quent bleeding  at  the  nofe,  which  the  phyficians  afcribed 


<  Spart.  cum  Not.  Canfab,  p.  26, 
I  Grut.  p.  4054  ^  Dio,  p.  794^ 


f  Eafeb.  Cfaron.  p.  tis* 


(?)  Ncverthelcfs,  after  fo 
many  prefents,  and  fuch  extra- 
ordinary honours y  he  introduced 
into  the  amphitheatre  three 
hundred  criminals  to  be  devour- 
ed by  the  wild  beads,  or  to  fight 
at  gladiators,  in  the  embroi- 


dered tunics  wth  which  Pha* 
rafmanes  had  prefented  him,  as 
if  they  had  been  fit  only  for 
fuch  ufes  (1).  But  this,  no 
doubt,  happened  after  the  dc* 
parture  of  the  Iberian  prince. 


(i)  Spart.  p.  95 
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to  his  going  conftantly  with  his  head  uncovered  in  all  the 
viciffitudes  of  weather.     The  lofs  of  bloody  as  he  was  ad- 
vanced in  years,  was  followed  by  a  dropfy,  from  which,  as 
he  entertained,  no  hopes  of  ever  recovering,  he  began  to 
think  of  a  fuccefTor ;  when  feveral  perfons  of  great  merit 
occurred  to  him  5  namely,  Servianus,  who  had  married  his 
fifter,  and  was  now  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age ;  Fufcus, 
the  grandfon  of  Servianus,  and  his  own  great-nephew  5 
Pletorius  Nepos,  his  ancient  and  intimate  friend ;  and  Tc- 
rentius  Gentianus,  a  man  greatly  beloved  and  edeemed  by 
the  fenate.     Thefe  he  judged,  among  the  great  men  of 
Rome,  the  moft  capable  of  the  fupreme  power ;  but  never- 
thelefs  negle£ting,  and  even  conceiving  an  irreconcileable 
ateriion  to  them,  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe  they 
were  equal  to  the  empire,  contrary  to  the  expe£l:ation  of 
all,  and  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  made  choice  of  L.  Hi  adopts 
Aurelius  Annius  Ceionius  Commodus  Verus ;  for  he  is  ^awaw^Ar* 
called  by  all  thefe  names,  and  Adrian  added  thofe  of  j£lius  *^^^^^' 
and  Cxfar.    He  was  fprung  from  an  illuftrious  family,  of  jj^^  ^^^. 
which  we  (hall  have  occaGon  to  fpeak  hereafter ;  was  en-  raSgr. 
dewed  with  many  good  qualities;  had  the  port  and  air  of  a 
prmce ;  was  well  verfed  in  moft  branches  of  learning,  ef- 
pecially  poetry ;  and  thought  rather  not  unfit  for  the  em- 
pire than  equal  to  it.    He  was  of  a  very  weak  and  infirm 
conftitution,   and  at  the  fame  time  entirely  addi£led  to 
lewdnels   and    debauchery:    it  was  commonly  believed^ 
that  his  beauty  chiefly  recommended  him  to  Adrian,  who 
18  faid  to  have  adopted  him,  upon  condition  that  he  ihould 
confent  to  gratify  the  pailion  which  he  had  conceived  for 
him  ;  but  what  pafled  between  them  on  this  occafion  was 
never  well  known,  fays  Spartian  ',  both  Adrian  and  Verus 
having  bound  themfelves  by  a  folemn  oath  to  keep  it  fecret. 
The  adoption  of  Verus  occafioned  great  rejoicings  in  Rome. 
Adrian  gave  a  confiderable  fum  to  the  people,  diftributed 
three  thoufand  fefterces  amongft  the   foldiery,   exhibited 
games  in  the  circus,  and  combats  of  gladiators.    But  as 
the  new  Caefai*s  wcaknefs  daily  increafed,  and  he  began  to  Adrian  rf 
vomit  blood,  Adrian  foon  repented  his  choice,  telling  the  pints  his 
captain  of  his  guards,  that  he  placed  his  hopes  and  fupport  thoict* 
on. a  falling  wall ;  that  he  had  loft  the  four  thoufand  fefterces 
which  he  had  diftributed  among  the  people  and  foldiery ; 
and  had  adopted  not  a  fon,  but  a  god,  alluding  to  the  cuf- 
tbm  which  obtained  among  the  Romans,  of  deifying  their 
emperors  and  Caefars.    Thefe  words  being  repeated  by  the 
captain  of  the  guards  to  others,  came  at  length  to  the  ears 

^  Spartf  in  ^1.  Ver.  p«  i^ 

of 
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ot  Verud,   and  fe  fenfibly  afleded  him,  tllat  ttsey   are 
thought  to  have  greatly  contribttted  to  his  death,  which 
happened  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year.   The  offi^ 
cer  was  immediately  eaihiered,  and  banifhed  the  court. 
rrr«/fV  Verus,  a  few  days  kfter  his  adoption,  was  created  prsetor. 

Ami  tmt9  3,jj  fg„|  ^^  govern  the  province  of  Pannonia;  in  which  cm- 
rsunmua.  ^y^^^^  j,^  acquitted  himfelf  with  reputation,  and  (hewed 
himfelf  well  qualified  for  the  command  of  an  armr.  In  an 
infcription  of  the  following  year,  the  twcnty-firft  of  Adrian'^ 
reign,  he  is  ftyled  imperator  ^ ;  whence  we  may  conclode, 
if  there  is  not  fomc  miftake  in  the  infcription,  as  father 
Pagi  ^  pretends,  that  he  waged  war  in  thofe  parts ;  of  which 
war,  however,  no  mention  is  made  by  luftorians. 

hi  the  f<4towii^  year  Adrian  raifed  to  the  confulfhip  \&$ 
adopted  fon  Verus,  and  gave  him  for  his  colleague  Sex. 
Vetulenus  Civica  Fompeianus,  whofe  fifter  Verus  had  mar- 
MdnoM  rf  ried.  This  year  Adrian  retired  toTibar,  nowTivoli,  where 
iirfj  toTi-  YiQ  employed  his  time  in  building  a  magnificent  villa  ">  the 
^'*  ftately  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  poffeffion 

of  the  Roman  Jefuits.     Aurelius  ViSor  relates,  thiat  in  thi* 
retreat  he  abandoned  himfelf,  as  Tiberius  had  done  for-* 
merly  at  Capreae,  to  all  manner  of  lewdnefs ;  but  he  was. 
fooR  feized  with  a  bloody  ffnz,  which  reduced  him  to  a  mi- 
Abantkns    ferable  condition.    In  ttiat  ftate,  giving  way  to  his  natu^ 
kimfilfH     {2}  cruelty,  which,  till  then,  he  had  reftrained,  he  orderctf 
2r/«F /#-'''  ""'^y  illuftrioos  perfons,   under  various  pretences,  to  be 
'Viri^illMf'  arraigned  and  executed,  and  others  to  be  privately  mur^ 
tri9Ms  per-  dcrcd.    Among  the  former  were  Servianus,  his  brotner-in- 
fons  to  bi     law,    and  his  great-nephew  Fufcus,  who,  he  pretended, 
^iLk.         had  formed  a  defign  of  feizing  the  empire.     Fufcus  was 
but  eighteen,  and  Servianus  ninety.    To  palliate  his  cru- 
elty, to  which  he  had,  fays  Spartian,  a  great  inclination, 
he  ufed  to  lament  the  unfortunate  condition  of  princes, 
whofe  lives,  he  faid,  were  never  thought  to  hare  been  iff 
danger  till  they  were  killed.    Next  year  ^ius  YtT}i%  Cx^ 
ftrwa^conful  the  fecond  time,  with  P.  Coelius  Balbinua 
Vibttllius  Kus,  who  had  been  raifed  by  Adrian  to  the  rank 
of  a  patrician,  and  was  one  of  the  anceftors  of  Coditts  BaU 
binus,  w^onv  we  (hall  fee  preferred  to  the  empire  in  the 
year  237,  that  is,  a  hundred  years  after  ».    This  year  the* 
J42wifh  war  being  ended,  Julius  Severus,  who  had  reduced' 
that  rebellious  nation,  was  appointed  governor  of  Bitbynia, 
where  he  behaved  with  fuch  juftice  airf  moderation,  having 
(   nothing  in  view  but  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the  people 

k  Grutcr.  p.  aj.  '  Pagi,  p.  137;  »  Nori8,£pift.  conC 

p.  ^8.  »  Oauph.  £dat»  &€»    Gniter,  p^  193, 
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cominittcd  to  his  cbarge,  that  his  fiamc  was  famous  fn  that 
province  more  thtin  a  hundred  years  after  ®. 

The  next  confuls  were  CamferiRUs  and  Niger  '.     In  the  Yr.  of  Ff. 
boginiiing  of  this  yc^ar  Vcrus,  who  had  paffed  part  of  the      »486' 
preceding  one  in  Paptionia,  being  returned  to  Rome,  and  nr^*  Jlf* 
ttndiTig  himfelf  greatly  indifpofed,  took  a  medicine,  -which     '    '       r 
proving  too  ftrong  for  him,  he  fell  into  a  lleep,  and  died  fTerusditf^ 
rhe  very  day  in  which  he  was  to  return  thanks  to  the  em-  and  is 
peror  for  the  honour  he  had  conferred  on  him.     The  fpeech  ranked 
which  he  had  prepared  for  this  purpofc,  is  commended  by  ^^^^Z^^^ 
Spartian,  in  whofe  time  it  was  ftill  extant  ^.     Dio  Caflius  ^^  '* 
aflerts,  that  he  was  carried  off  by  a  violent  voiding  of  blood  ', 
His    funeral  was  performed  with  the   utmoft  pomp  and 

fjrandeur,  and  his  afhes  were  depofited  in  the  (lately  man- 
oleum,  which  Adrian  had  begun  for  himfelf.  The  empe- 
ror caufed  him  to  be  ranked  among  the  gods,  and,  in  feve- 
ral  cities,  ordered  temples  to  be  built  and  ftatues  erefled 
to  his  memory. 

Verus  being  dead,  Adrian  was  fome  time  in  doubt,  whom 
be   ftiould  choofe  for  his  fucceflbr ;  but  at  length,  feeing 
himfelf  defpifed,  fays  Aurfelius  Vidor,  *on  account  of  the 
Weaknefs  both  of  his  body  and  mind,  he  declared  his  in- 
tention of  adopting  Titus  Antoninus,  upon  condition,  that  ^dtian  a* 
he  flioiild  adopt  M.  Annius  Verus,  called  afterwards  M.  ^;J/^]^'"' 
Aureliusy  and  L.  Verus,  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  prince  of     '^  ^^^'*v. 
that  name  •.    Antoninus  having  taken  fome  time  to  de- 
liberate, whether  he  fhould  accept  of  the  adoption  upon  the 
terms  propofed  by  the  emperor,  at  length  confented ;   and 
was  accordingly  adopted,  with  the    ufual  ceremonies,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  February  of  this  year,  and  at  the  fame 
time  vefted  with   the  tribunltial  and  proconfular  power  *. 
Many  were  difpleafed  with  this  adoption ;  but  no  one  ipore 
than  Catilius  Severus,  governor  of  Rome,  who  afpired  at 
the  empire  himfelf,  and  began  pcivately  to  pave  his  way  to 
it  J  but  being  difcovered,  he  was  deprived  of  his  place^ 
which  was  an  employment  for  life.     The  e^iprefs  Sabina  Sahina/U* 
died,  it  feems,  after  the  adoption'of  Antoninus  ;  for,  in  aa  Z^r^^^^^* 
ancient  infcription,  he  ftyles  her  his   mother  °.     She  ij. 
thought  either  to  have  been  ppifoned  by  Adrian  ^,  or  fo  ill 
ufed,  that  (he  laid  violent  hands  on  herfelf.     Adrian  caufed 
her  to  be  ranked  among  the  gods,  not  caring  whether  (he   ' 
was  in  the  fupernal  or  infernal  regions,  provided  h^  was  no 
longer  troubled  with  her  remonftrances. 

•  Dio,  p.  793,  P  Idat.    Profper,  &c,  4  Spart.  p.  fr. 

f  Dio,  p.  796,  «  Adrian.  Vit.  p.  11.  t  Julius  CapitcjiL 

in  Vit.  Antonin.  p,  I8«         ■  Onuph.  p,  113,  *  Spart*  p.  n. 
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Adrian  bore  his  diftemper  a  Ions  tiine  witb  great  firm- 
neb  and  patience ;  but  being,  in  the  end,  tormented  with 
violent  pains  in  all  his  joints,  he  had  recourfe  to  magic, 
faysi  DioCaflius'i  and,  by  that  art,  once  difcharged  his 
body  of  the  watry  humour  with  which  it  was  filled :  the 
humour  being  foon  recruited,  and  his  pains  encreafing 
daily»  he  became  in  a  manner  furious,  put  feveral  fenators 
to  death,  and  ordered  Antoninus  to  take  care,  that  fome 
others,  whom  he  named,  were  executed  :  but  that  hu- 
mane prince  acquainted  them  of  their  danger,  and  advifed 
them  to  keep  themfelves  concealed  y»  In  the  mean  time, 
the  emperor,  defirous  to  end  his  infufierable  pains  with  his 
life,  otten  called  for  a  dagger,  and  for  poifon,  promiGng  a 
great  reward  to  fuch  as  mould  bring  him  either :  but  no 
one  could,  by  any  promifes,  be  prevailed  upon  to  contri- 
bute to  his  death.  Having  one  day  by  chance  found  a  dag- 
ger, he  would  have  ftabbed  himfelf  with  it,  had  it  not  been 
wrefted  out  of  his  hand  by  one  of  his  domeftics.  He  then 
commanded  his  chief  phyfician  to  give  him  poifon ;  but  he 
chofe  rather  to  kill  himfelf  in  his  prefence  than  obey  his 
command.  He  often  conjured  his  moft  faithful  freedmeu 
to  difpatch  him,  and  forced  an  lazygian,  named  Maftor, 
to  promife  it ;  but  Maftor  fled,  and  never  appeared  till  the 
emperor  was  dead.  Another,  whom  he  had  obliged  to 
mate  the  fame  promife,  acquainted  Antoninus  with  it,  who 
thereupon  flew  to  the  emperor's  room,  attended  by  the  cap- 
tains of  the  guards,  and  befought  him  to  bear  his  illnefs, 
fince  it  was  unavoidable,  with  more  patience  and  conftancy, 
an  exhortation  which  fo  provoked  him,  that  he  commanded 
the  perfon,  who  had  difcovered  his'  defign,  to  be  put  to 
death  :  but  Antoninus  faved  him,  and  henceforth  carefully 
yratched  the  emperor  night  and  day,  faying,  he  fiiould  think 
himfelf  a  parricide  if  he  negle£l;ed  to  preferve  bis  life  as 
long  as  he  was  able  *• 

From  Rome  Adrian  removed  to  Baise  in  Campania*,  and 
there,  neglc£ling  the  advice  of  his  phyficians,  he  lived  with- 
out any  rule,  chofe  what  food  and  drink  he  liked  beft,  and, 
by  theie  means,  haftened  his  death.  He  was  convinced  of 
the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  fcemed  apprehenfive  of  its 
future  ftate,  as  appears  from  the  celebrated  verfes(QJi 

which 

y  Aur.  Via.  in  Adr.  p.  zs.   Antonin.  Vit.  p.  i7« 
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(Q^j  The  verfeswere; 
Animulavagula,  blandula, 
*  Hofpee,  comefque  corporis, 
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Pallidula,  rigida,  nudula? 
Nee,  utfoles,  dabisjocos. 
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Wliich  he  compofed  aild  uttered  a  fliort  time  before  he  ex-  Y^  of  FU 
piredy  enquiring  of  his  foul,  **  whither  it  dcfigned  to  go.*'       ^^7* 
He  died  at  Baiae  on  the  tenth  of  July,  after  having  lived  ^'  ^'  g|^* 
Cxty-two  years,  five  months,   and   feventeeii   days,    and     ' 
reigned  twenty  years,  and  eleven  months,  wanting  6ne  Hhdtath. 
day.     Antoninus,  whom  He  had  left  at  Rome,  and  fent  for 
when  he  found  himfelf  at  the  point  of  death,  arrived,  ac- 
cording to  Spartian  juft  before,  according  to  others,  foori 
after,  he  expired.     His  body  was  burnt  at  Puteoli,  and  his 
aflies  were  conveyed  by  Antoninus  to  Rome,  where  they 
were  expofed  in  tne  gardens  of  Domitian,  and  afterwards 
depofited  in  the  magnificent  maufoleum  which  Adrian  had 
conftrufted  for  hipfelf  near  the  Tiber,  that  of  Auguftus 
being  quite  full  ■. 

Adrian  had,  by  the  cruelties  committed  in  the  beginrting 
»nd  the  end  of  his  reign,  incurred  the  public  hatred  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  fenate  intended  to  annul  all  his  a£bs,  and  "thfenait 
C91II  feveral  perfons  to  an  account,  who  had  enriched  therti-  are  for  an* 
felves  by  abufing  the  intereft  they  had  with  their  fovereign.  »«^^'*if  ^« 
They  therefore  at  firft  unanimoufly  oppofed  Antoninus,  ^  '* 
who  demanded  the  fame  honours  for  the  deceafed  which 
had  been  decreed  to  other  empero'rs  ^ : .  but  Antoninus  re* 
prefenting,  with  great  modefty,  that  they  could  iiot  con- 
demn the  memory  of  Adrian  without  annulling  his  own 
adoption,  and  degrading  him  from  the  empire,  the  refpe£l 
and  veneration  they  entertained  for  that  prince,  who  added 
tears  to  his  entreaties,  inclined  them  at  laft  to  comply  with 
his  demands,  efpecially  when  they  faw  a  great  number  of 
perfons  appear,  who  were  thought  to  have  been  murdered 
by  Adrian,  but  had  been  carefially  concealed  by  Antoni- 
nus *.    The  fenate  dreaded  Ifkewife  the  foldiery,  who  were 
F-eatly  attached  to  Adrian.     Antoninus  built  a  temple  at  ^^^  ^^•a 
ateoli,  and  inftituted  annual  fports  to  his  honour,  virith  him  at  tht 
priefts,  fraternities,  and  viftims.     But  what  gave  the  em-  requefipf 
pcror  a  far  better  claim  to  the  title  of  Pius,  was  his  inter-  Antoninus. 

a  Jul.  Capit.  in  Anton.  ^  £otrop«  Antonin*  Vit.  p.  x9. 

«^  Aur.  Vidt.  in  Heliog.  p.  103. 

TKus  happily  imitated  by  Mr.  Prior, 

Poor,  little,  pretty,  fluttering  thin^, 

Muft  we  no  longer  live  together  ? 
And  doft  thou  prune  thy  trembling  wing, 

To  take  thy  flight  thou  know^ft  not  whither ! 
Thy  hum'rous  vein,  thy pleafing  folly, 

Lies  all  negledted,  all  forgot ; 
Aod,.penfive,  wav'ring,  melancholy. 

Thou  dread'ft  and  hop'ft  thou  know^ft  not  what. 
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ceding  with  the  fenate  in  behalf  of  thofe  who  had  beea  bo* 
niihcd  by  Adrian,  and  whom  that  prince,  faid  he,  would 
have  recalled,  had  he  lived  longer'*. 

No  prince,  perhaps,  ever  raifed  fo  many  public  and  pri- 
vate edifices  as  Adrian;  for  he  built  in  moft^cities  of  any 
note,  efpecially  at  Athens;  and  Greece,  as  appears  from 
Paufanias,  was  full  of  his  edifices,  bridges,  and  aqueduds. 
At  Rome  he  rebuilt  the  Pantheon,  the  temple  of  Neptune, 
the  fquare  of  Auguftus,  the  baths  of  Agrippa,  and  an  in- 
finite number  of  other  public  edifices,  confecrating  them 
again,  but  leaving  the  jiames  of  their  firft  founders*. 
His  houfe  at  Tivoli  was  an  extraordinary  ftruflurc,  adorned 
with  fine  paintings,  reprefenting,  in  one  apartment,  the  in- 
fernal regions.  This  palace  he  ftyled  his  Lycseum)  Acade- 
mia,  PrytansBum,  Canopus,P3ecile,  and  Tempe,  names  of  the 
moil  celebrated  places  abroad,  and  beftowed  on  the  feveral 
apartments  the  titles  of  the  different  provinces.  He  built 
a  new  bridge  over  the  Tiber,  now  known  by  the  name  of 
Ponte  Sant  Angelo,  and  near  it  his  own  maufoleum  ^  which 
now  ferves  for  a  fortrefs,  and  is  called  the  caftle  of  Sant 
Angelo  5.  Many  cities,  either  built,  repaired,  or  peopled 
by  Adrian  with  colonies,  bore,  for  fome  time,  his  name, 
or  that  of  his  family,  which  was  ^lia ;  to  wit,  Carthage, 
Jerufalem,  two  cities  in  Spain ;  Murfa,  now  Effek,  in  Pan- 
nonia ;  Stratonice,  in  Macedon ;  Palmyra,  In  Syria ;  Nco- 
ctefaraea,  in  Poirtus ;  Adrianopolis,  in  Thrace,  which  ftill 
retains  it;  Adpiane,  or  Adrianopolis,  in  Libya  Cyrenaica; 
Antinopolis,  in  Egypt,  called  alfo  Adrianopolis  ;  Adriano- 
thera,  in  Myfia,  v^ich  retained  that  name  in  the  fifth  cen* 
tury ;  and  Adriane,  in  the  fame  province,  the  birth-pl^^ca 
of  Ariftides  thefophiil,  w^hich,  however,  fome  writers  fup- 
pofe  to  be  the  fame  city  with  Adrianothera^ 

The  regulations  which  Adrian  eftabliflied  for  the  prefcr- 
vation  of  difcipline  among  the  troops,  were  afterwards  ob- 
ferved  as  the  military  laws  of  the  Romans,  and  are  often 
quoted  by  Vegetius.  Adrian  was  the  firft  who  direded, 
that  each  cohort  fhould  have  its  proper  mafons,  architefU, 
and  fuch  artificers  as  were  employed  in  raifing  and  embel- 
lifhing  edifices  *.  The  regulations  which  he  introduced^ 
with  refpefl:  to  the  army,  the  court,  and  the  tribunals  of 
juftice,  were  obferved  till  the  end  of  the  fourth  century. 
He  was  the  firft  who  employed  the  Roman  knights  in  qua- 
lity of  fecretaries,  and  committed  his  domeftic  affairs  to 
their  care,  other  emperors  having  employed  in  fuch  ofiices 

<»  Anton,  in  Vit.  p.  19,  e  Spart,  p,  9.  ^  Dio,  p.  797- 

t  Procop.  de  BelL  Goth.  lib.  i.  cap.  13.^  b  Vide  Saimaf.  ibid, 

i  Viaor.  Epit. 
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ontj  their  frecdmen  *  (R).    The  Romans  had  on  their  ef- 
ta&es  ijrfiat  the^  called  mantifaaures,  or  work-hoirfes,  where 
they  kept  great  numbers  of  people,  efpecially  flaves,  at 
work.     Tbefe  houfes  were  like  fo  many  prifons,  whither^ 
matters  fent  fuch  of  their  flaves  as  had  difobliged  them,  «nd 
even  confined  them  in  chains.    Many,  to  avoid  being  lifted, 
or  puniflied  for  crimes  they  had  committed,  fled  to  thefe 
work-bou£es^  and  were  concealed.     Befides,  the  owners  of 
ttefc  manufa<aur€8  were  thought  to  feize  paffengers  and 
flrangers,  to  (hut  them  up  in  thefe  houfes,  and  oblige  them 
to    labouc,  without  their  ever  being  afterwards  heard  of.  . 
Adrian,  therefore,  to  obviate  fach  incDnveniencics  and  dif-  Heabo- 
orders,  prohibited  all  work-houfes,  except  thofe  which  be-  Itfies  all 
lor^d  to  the  emperor,  or  to  the  public '.    In  this  reign  P^i'^atg 
flourUhed  many  perfons  eminent  in  moft  branches  of  lite-  '^^^^' 
rature,  of  whom  we  Ihall  fpeak  in  our  notej  (S).  r^i       ^^^^'* 


The 


^  Spart.  p.  ii,        I  Vide  Salmaf.  in  Spait.  p.  49. 


(R  j  Spartian  mentions  feme 
of  rtie  laws  publiflicd  by  Adrian, 
namely,  that  the  chiWren  of 
profctibed  perfons  Ihould  enjoy 
the  twelfth  part  of  their  fethers* 
eftates  :  that  if  any  one  found  a 
treafure  in  his  own  grounds,  it 
(hould  be  entirely  his ;   if  in 
thofe  of  another,  the  owner  of 
the   ground   Ihould    have    the 
moiety  of  it ;  if  in  any  public 
place,  it  ihould  be  equally  ihared 
with   the  treafury ;   that"  fuch 
ao  had  fquandered  away  their 
eftates,  Ihould  be  publidy  whipt 
in  the  amphitheatre,  and  baniihed 
the  city :  that  men  and  women 
fhould  ufeiqiarate  and  diflindt 
baths  :  that  if  a  mailer  be  found 
killed  in  his  houfe,  not  all  his 
ilaves  fhould  be  put  to  death ; 
but  that  thofe  only  fhould  be 
put  to  the  torture,  who  were 
near  enough  to  have  prevented 
the  murder:  that  mailers  (hould 
no  longer  have  power  of  life 
and  death  over  their  flaves ;  but 
that  fuch  flaves  as  deferved  to 


be  capitally  puni(hed,  fhould  be 
tried  and  condemned  by  the 
magiftrates.  Porphyriiis  in- 
forms us,  upon  the  authority  of 
Pallas,  who  wrote  before  his 
time,  that  Adrian  publifhed  an 
edi^  prohibiting  all  human  fa- 
crifices,  which  were  fl ill  offered 
in  feveral  provinces  of  the  em- 
pire (i). 

(S)  Adrian  himfelf  ought  to 
be  ranked  amongft  the  writers 
who  flourifhcd  at  this  time ;  for 
he  publifhed  feveral  works,  both 
in  profe  and  verfe,  upon  various 
fubje6ls5  and,  among  the  fefl, 
a  Greek  poem,  intituled,  the 
Alexandriad,  of  which  we  find 
the  feventh  book  quoted  by  fome 
of  the  ancients  (2).  Spartian 
fpeaks  of  certain  books  com- 
pofed  by  him,  and  publifhed 
under  .the  title  of  Catacriani  j 
wherein  he  pretended  to  imi- 
tate Antirnachus,  whom  he  pre- 
ferred to  Homer.  Adrian  was, 
according  to  Dio  Caflius  and 
Spartian,  fo  ambitious  of  fame. 


(1)  Spart.  cum  Not.  Salrnaf.  p.   51.     Porphyr.  apud  Eufeb.  in 
Trienna!.  Conftant.  cap.  16.  (2)  Vide  Voff.  Hifl.  Graec.  lih.ii. 

«ap.  lu    Dio^  lib.  Ixix.  p<  7S8. . 
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The  Roman  Hifiory. 


Amtoninus  The  emperor  Titus  Antoninus  derived  his  orgin,  on  the 
furnamtd  fj^ther  s  fidc,  from  the  citv  of  Ncmaufus,  now  Nifmes«  in 
tk^Fim,  Lan. 


that  he  wrot^  his  own  Kfe  in  fe- 
veral  books ;  but  caufed  them 
to  be  publiihed  under  the  naines 
of  fuch  of  his  freedmen  as  were 
perfons  of  learning  (3).  Among 
thefe  was  Phlegoo,  a  native  of 
Tralles  in  Afia,  who  wrote  a 
treatife  on  the  Long-lived,  and 
another  on  Wonderful  Things. 
Some  fragments  of  thefe  works 
^re  flill  extant  (4) ;  and  from  a 
paifage  in  the  former  it  appears, 
that  he  had  not  put  the  laft  hand 
to  that  piece  in  the  nmeteenth 
year  of  Antoninus's  reign,  the 
156th  of  the  Chriftian  sera. 

Favorinus,  well  known  by  the 
writings  of  Aulu9  GeUius,  who 
was  his  difciple,  and  by  thofe  of 
Philoftratus,  w^s  a  native  of 
Aries  in  Provence^  and  froqi 
bis  birth  an  eunuch,  by  pro- 
feflion  a  philofppher  and  fo- 
phift,  and  well  Ikilled  bpth  in 
the  Greek  and  L^tin  tongues. 
He  ftudied  under  Dio  Cfcry- 
foflomusy  and,  l^fides  Aulus 
Gelllus,  had  for  his  pupil  the 
celebrated  Herpdes  Atticus, 
whom  he  appointed  his  heir. 
He  wrote  a  great  ipany  works 
quoted  by  theancle|its  (5) ;  but 
his  flyle  w?w  deftitute  of  thp 
gravity  becomipg  a  philofo- 
pher  (6) .  He  and  Plutarch  en- 
deavoured who  fhpuld  write  moft 
books.  They  lived  in  great 
friendship,  and  Plutarch  pven 
infcribed  on^  of  his  works  to 
Favorinug  (7),    whp    died,    it 


feems,  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  retgn  of  Antoninus  (8). 
Of  all  the  philofophers  who 
flourifhed  in  thofe  times,  Epic- 
tctus  IS  by  far  the  moft  renown- 
ed: Aulus  Gellius  calls  him 
the  greateft  man  the  fed  of  the 
Stoics  had  ever  produced  (9). 
He  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
native  of  Hierapolis  in  Phrygia, 
was  for  fome  time  a  flave,  and 
belonged  to£paphroditu8,whoni 
Suidas  calls  one  of  Nero's  life- 
guard (i).  This  is,  without 
all  doubt,  Nero's  celebrated 
freedman,  to  whom  Jofephus 
infcribed  moft  of  his  works, 
and  who  was  afterwards  put  tp 
death  by  Domitian,'  as  we  have 
related ,  in  that  prince's  reign. 
Celfus,  the  fan^ous  champioQ 
of  idolatry,  writes  of  Epidetus, 
that  while  his  mafter  was  one 
day  fq uee^^ing  his  leg  very  hard, 
in  order  to  torment  hini.  Epic- 
tetus  faid  to  him  very  calmly, 
**  You'll  break  my  leg ;"  which 
happening  accordingly,  *'  Did 
not  I  tell  you  (faid  he,  fmil- 
'i^g)»  that  you  would  break  my 
leg  (z)  V^  £pi6tetus  was,  as  is 
fuppofed,  fet  at  liberty,  but  re- 
mained always  very  poor  (3). 
Being  obliged,  by  Domitian's 
edid,  baniftiing  all  philofo* 
phers,  to  quit  Ronie  in  94,  he 
retired  to  Nicopolis  in  Epirus ; 
whence  he  returned,  upon  that 
prince's  ^eatb  to  Rome.  He 
publifhed  feveral  works,  none 


(3)  Dio,  p.  79  J.  Spart.  p.  6,  (4)  Phot.  256,  Suid.  p.  1071.  Voff. 
put.  Grace,  lib.  ji.  cap.  n.  (5)  Idem,  lib.  11.  cap.  10.  Suid.  p.  loio. 
Philoftr.  Vit.  Soph.  493.  (6)  Lucian,  in  Vit.  Dcroonaftis,  p.  a?. 
(7)  Jonf  lib.iii.  cap.  7      Gell.  lib.  ii.  cap.»6.  (8)  Jonf.  ibid. 

/q)  AtiI.  Gell.  lib.  i.  cap.  ».  (1)  ^uid.  p.  996.  («)  Orig.  ia 

Ccir,  lib.  vii.         (3)  Aul,  Gell,  lib.  ij,  cap.  i3.  &  lib,  xv.  cap.  11. 

of 
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JLangnedoc  ■.   His  anceftors  are  faid  by  AurcHus  Viftor  to 
faave  lived   at  Lanuvium^   or  rather  Lavinium,    in   the 

neigh- 
ID  Jul.  Cap.  in  Antonin.  cum  Not  Salmaf.  Parif.  1610. 
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of  which,  except  his  Enchiri- 
dion,  or  Manual,  has  reached 
us  (4).  Biit  Arrian,  his  dif- 
ciple,  publiQied  a  great  work, 
which  he  pretends  to  coniift  en- 
tirely of  what  he  had  beard  him 
iay,  and  taken  down,  as  well 
as  he  could  remember,  in  Epic- 
te t  us's  own  terms  (5  ) . 

Arrian,  a  native  of  Nicode- 
cnta,  was  one  of  the  moft  learn- 
ed   men  of  his  age,    and,    on 
account  of  his  eloquence  and 
knowlege,  commonly  flyled  the 
Second  Xenophon.      He  was 
preferred  at  Rome  to  the  high- 
eft  pods  of  honour,  and  even 
to  the  confuKhip  (6) ;  whence 
moft  writers  take  him  to  be  the 
Flavius  Arrianus,  who,  while  he 
was    governor  of  Cappadocia, 
repulfed  the  Alani,  as  we  have 
related  above.  He  lived  at  Rome 
under  Adrian,  Antoninus,  and 
M.  Aurelius  (7).     He  publifli- 
ed    the  familiar  difcourfes  of 
Epi^tetus  in  eight  books ;  but 
only  four  of  them  have  reached 
us  (S),  which  are  infcribed  to 
one  L.  Gellius.     He  publifhed 
twelve  books  more,  containing 
the  fpecches  of  Epidletus  (9), 
arijd  wrote^  his  life.      Photius 
quotes  feveral  other  books  com? 
pofed   by   him,   to    wit,    the 
hiflory  of  Bithynia,  his  native 
country,  the  hiftory  of  the  A- 
lani,  and  that  of  the  Parthians, 
in  feventeen  books,  which  he 
brought  down  to  the  war  which 


Trajan  waged  with  them  (i)« 
He  defcribed  the  expeditions  of 
Alexander  the  Great  in  feven 
books,  which  are'  Hill  extant ; 
and  is  thought  by  Photius  to 
have  excelled  all  who  wrote  on 
the  fame  fubjcd  (2).  He  pub- 
lifhed, in  ten'  books,  the  lives 
of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Alexander ; 
and  gave,  in  one  book,  i)iys 
Photius,  an  account  of  India  ( 3  ) . 
This  account  of  India  is  now 
reckoned  the  eighth  book  of 
the  hiftory  of  Alexander  (4). 
We  have  ftill  his  Taaica, 
whereof  the  beginning  has  been 
long  fince  lofl :  to  his  Tallica 
are  commonly  added  his  in- 
flru6tions  concerning  the  march 
of  the  army  againd  the  Alani, 
and  the  order  to  be  obferved  in 
battle. 

Plutarch  was  a  native  of  Ch«- 
ronea  in  Boetia,  where  he  was 
born  in  the  reign  of  Claudius, 
about  the  year  50  of  the 
Chriflian  sera.  He  fludied  un- 
der Ammonius,  an  Egyptian 
philofopher,  in  the  reign  of 
Nero ;  and  in  that  of  Dpmitiaa 
taught  at  R6me.  Suidas  writes, 
that  Trajan  diflinguiflied  him 
with  ^  confular  honours  (5), 
meaning,  no  doubt,  the  con- 
fular ornaments;  and  ordered 
the  magiilrates  of  lUyricum  to 
confult  him.  in  all  affairs  of  inv« 
portance.  He  continued  at 
Rome  till  the  death  of  Trajan, 
when  he  returned  to  his  own 


(i).}  Suid.  p.  996.  (5)  Arrian.  Epi^V.  p.  i.  {fi)  Phot.  cap.  sS. 
(7)  VoO:  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  ii.  cap.  1 1.  (8)  Phot.  cap.  58.  (9)  Idem 
ibid.  (i)  Idem  ibid.  (2}  Idem  ibid.  (3)  Idem,  p.fx. 

(4}  Yoff,  Hift.  Gr»c.  lib«  ii.  cap.  n.      (5)  Suid.  p.  546. 
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neighbourhood  of  Rome:  perhaps  they  fettled  there,  after 
having  removed  from  Nifmes.  The  Auielian  family,  which 

was 

reigjn  of  Adrian,  a  hidoiy, 
begmnit^g  with  Nifius  and  end- 
ing with  Alexander  (2).  Dio- 
nyfiui  of  Halicarnalfus,  de- 
fcended  from  the  famous  hifto- 
rilfi  of  that  n^me,  was  a  fo- 
fehift,  ^Yid  is  commonly  ftyled 
Dionyfias  the  Atticift,  and  the 
Moli^idn,  becaufe  he  applied 
himfelf  chiefly  to  the  ftudy  of 
rtiufic,  and  publiihed  feyeral 
works  upon  that  fubje6l:  one 
among  the  reft  he  divided  into 
thirty -fix  books,  containing  an 
iK:count  of  the  moft  famous 
poets,  and  players  upon  inftru- 
ftients  (3), 

Heretinius  Philo,bom  in  the 
city  of  By  bios  in  Phoenicia, 
Wrote  one  book  on  Adrian^ 
reign,  twelve  on  the  choice  of 
books,  and  thirty  on  various ci« 
ties,  and  the  eminent  perfons 
they  had  produced :  the  latter 
WorTt  was  ^rid:ged  by  JKlhis 
Severus  Athenaeus  (4).  Philo 
(j)  tranflated  into  Greek  the 
hiftory  of  Phoenicia  written  by 
Sanchoniatho,  in  his  native  hm* 
guage,  about  the  time  of  the 
Trojan  war  (6).  The  preface, 
and  feme  paifagesofthis  tranf- 
lation,  have  been  tranfmittcd 
to  us  by  Eufebius  (7).  Philo 
himfelf  wrote  the  hi  (lory  of 
Phoenicia,  which  is  quoted  by 
Eufebius  (8),  and  Stephanus 
of  Byzantium  (9)*  Hermippus 
of  Berytus,  or  of  that  neigh- 
bourhood, was  one  of  Philp's 
difciples,  and  highly  efleemed 


country,  and  there  bore  the 
chief  empbytnents  (6) .  Plu- 
tarch publiihed  a  great  ma- 
tay  woi;ks,  which  are  well 
known,  being  t'rahiiated  into  all 
the  modern  languages.  Marcus 
and  Caninius  Celer,  two  ce- 
lebrated fophifts,  flouriftied  un- 
der  Adrian,  and  publi^ed  foine 
declamations  (7).  Polemon, 
another  famous  fophift,  in  great 
favour  with  Adrian,  was  a  nk- 
tive  of  Laodicea  iiport  the  Ly- 
cus,  which  fome  place  in  Ca- 
ria.  Others  in  Phrygia  5  but 
fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his 
life  at  Smyrna,  whither  the 
youth  flocked  from  all  parts  to 
hear  him.  He  wai  feveral 
times  fent  by  that  city  iii  qua- 
lity of  ambaffador  to  the  empe- 
for  Adrian,  of  whom  he  ob- 
tained great  fums  for  the  in- 
h^ibitants. 

Under  Trajan  and  Adrian  ftbu- 
riflied,  according  to  Suidas'(S), 
PtajemseusChennus,  Zenobius, 
Cephaleo,  and  Dionyfius  of  Ha- 
licarnafTus.  Ptotemxus  wrote 
feveral  books,  and  among  the 
feft,  one  intitled  the  Surprifing 
Hifiory  (9).  Zenobius  taught 
at  Rome  under  Adrian,  and 
rraniflated  the  hiftory  of  Sail  u ft 
ihto  Greek.  He  likewife  made 
a  colledlion  of  proverbs,  which 
is  ftiil  extant  ( i ).  He  is  fome- 
times  called  Zenodotus.  Ce- 
phaleo, being  baniflied  his  own 
country,  retired  into  Sicily, 
where   he    publiflied,    in    the 

(6)  Ruaid.  cap.  £5.      (7)  Philoft.  Soph.  14.      (8)  Suid.  p.  646,  ii»6» 
U47-        (9)  Phot.  cap.  190.         (i)  Voff.  cap.  1 1.         (2)  Suid.  ibid. 
(3)  Suid.  p.  743      Voir.  cap.  j».     Jonf.  Hb.  ^i« 
Voir.  Hift.  Grsc.  lib.  ii.  cap.  J«* 
(6)  Voir.  Hift.Grsec.  Hb.  i.  cap.  i. 
;.(S}  Idem  ibid»  lilh  iv>»  cap.  i^* 


Phot.  cap.  6^, 

cap.  8.  (4)  Suid.  p.  1065, 

(5)  Oriip;.  in  Celf.  lib.  i.  p.  13. 
(7^  Eaieb.  Prsep.  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 
(9;  Voflf.  ibid.  lib.  ii.  cap.  lo. 
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by  Adrian^  though  the  fon  of  a 
freedaiad.    He  wrote  five  books 
upon  dreams,  which  are  quoted 
by  Tertullian,  and  others  (i). 
Piulus  of  Tyre,  contemporary 
with  Philo,  publiihed  a  treatifc 
of  rhetortc.     He  obtsHBed  of 
Adrian  the  title  of  metropolis 
for  the  city  of  Tyre  (  *)•    Le- 
•cider  Nicanor^  of  Alexandria, 
the  ion  of  Hermias,  publifbed 
feveral  grammatical  and  hiflori- 
cal  pieces  (3).     Diogenianus,  a 
native   of  Heraclea,  publiftied 
many  treatifes  on  grammar  and 
geography,    which    Hefychius 
made  ufe  of  in  compiling  his 
Lexicon  (4)  •     His  colle6hon  of 
ancient  prov«tbft  is  ftill  extant. 
Under  Adiian  floariflied,    ac- 
cording to  Voffius  ( j),    Jafon 
of  Argos,    who  comprifed  in 
four  books  thehiflory  of  G  reece, 
to   the    death   of   Alexander. 
iEUan,  author  of  the  Ta6tica, 
lived  at  this  time ;  for  he  ad- 
dreflfed  his    work   to    Adrian. 
Another  writer  of  the  fame 
name  flourilhed  about  a  hundred 
years  after;  whence  it  is  no 
eafy  taik  to  determine,  which 
of  thefe  two  was  the  author  of 
the  Hiftory  of  Animals,  of  the 
Hifloria   Varia,   and  of  other 
pieces  which  are,  by  the  an- 
cients, afcribcd  to  an  iElian, 
btit  long  fince  loft. 

Under  Adrian  flourifhed  the 
two  Latin  hifkorians  Suetonius 
and  Florus.  C.  Suctonins  Tran- 
quilluswas  the  fon  of  Suetonius 


Lenis,  or  Laetus,  a  Roman 
knight,  who,  at  the  battle  of 
Bedriacum,  commanded  a  le- 
gion in  quality  of  tribune,  as 
we  have  related  in  its  proper 
place.  Pliny  the  younger  had 
a  great  friendftip  for  him,  kept 
him  conftantly  with  him,  and 
wrote  to  one  of  his  friends, 
that  the  more  he  knew  him, 
the  more  he  loved  him,  on  ac* 
count  of  his  probity,  ingenuity, 
prudence,  and  application  (6)* 
From  the  great  number  of  au- 
thors, who  have  quoted  his 
works,  it  appears,  that  they 
were  generally  read,  and  greariy 
efteemed,  both  by  the  Greeks 
and  Latins.  Tertullian  quotes 
his  book  of  the  Roman  ihews 
(7),  and  St.  Jerom  that  ofil* 
luftrious  men,  upon  the  pka 
of  which  he  wrote  his  own  (8) : 
perhaps  the  fives  of  the  illuf- 
trious  grammarians,  orators, 
and  poets,  commonly  afcribed 
to  Suetonius,  were  part  of  that 
work.  Vopifcus,  fpeaking  ojf 
his  htfbry  m  the  twelve  Caefsu-s, 
calls  him  an  impartial  and  cor« 
red  writer  ;  but  adds,  that  he 
cannot  compare  him  to  Salluft, 
Livy,  Tacitus,  orTrogus  (9). 
Florus  is  thought  to  have 
been  a  native  of  Spain,  and  of 
the  lineage  of  the  Senecas; 
that  his  famiiy-name  was  L. 
Annaeus  Seneca  ;  and  that,  be- 
ing adopted  by  one  Florus,  he 
took  the  name  of  I^.  Julius  Fk)- 
rus.     Spartian,  in  the  life  of 


(1)  Ter^crn.  dc  Anim.  cap.  46.    VoiT.  ibid.  Orig.  in  Celf.  Said,  p^ 
1043.  (2)  Suid.p.  465.  (3)  Suid,p.ai9.    Voff.ibid. 

lib.  ii,  cap.  la.  (4)  Suid.   p.  737-  (5)  Voff.  ibid,  ' 

t6)  Plin.  lib.  x.  (7)  Tertull.  Spec.  cap.  5.  (8)  Hior, 

Vir.  Illuft.  Fraef.         (9)  Vopifc.  in  Firm. 

Adrian, 
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mcnts  in  Rome  (T),  T.  Antoninus  was  born  at  Lavininm, , 
on  the  nineteenth  of  September  of  the  year  86,  Domitian 
being  then  conful  the  twelfth  time,  with  Cornelius  Dola- 
bella.  He  is  ftyled  by  Julius  Capitolinus,  who  wrote  his 
life,  T.  Aurelius  Fulvius  Boionius  Antoninus  5  but  from 
feveral  ancient  tnfcriptions  it  appears,  that,  inftead  of  Fu)- 
Tius,  we  ought  to  read  Fulvus  ".  As  from  his  infancy  he 
behaved  in  a  very  dutiful  and  obliging  manner  towards  all 
bis  relations,  many  of  them  left  him  eftates,  by  which 
means  he  became  exceeding  rich.  He  was  a  great  lover  of 
the  country  and  country  diverfions ;  but  neverthclefs  did 
not  decline  public  employments,  in  which  he  acquitted  him- 
felf  with  great  reputation,  and  univerfal  applaufe.  He  was 
conful  in  120,  afterwards  one  of  the  four  confulars  appoint- 
ed by  Adrian  to  govern  Italy,  and  then  fent  into  Afia  with 
proconfular  authority ;  where,  by  the  mildnefs  of  his  go- 
vernment, his  affability,  and  engaging  behaviour,  he  gained 
the  efteem  and  affeflions  of  perfons  of  all  ranks.  Upon 
his  return  to  Rome,  Adrian  appointed  him  one  of  his  coun- 
cil, and  tranfaded  nothing  without  his  advice*'.  He  mar- 
ried Annia  Galeria,  the  fitter  p^f  Marcus  Aureltus^s  father, 
Htjipie.  and  had  by  her  two  fons  and  two  daughters.  The  eldeft  of 
the  daughters  was  married  to  Lamia  Syllanus,  but  died 
foon  after :  (he  was  probably  named  AureliaFadilla ;  for  we 
find  one  of  that  denomination  called,,  in  an  ancient  infcrip- 
tion,  the  daughter  of  the  emperor  T»  Antoninus  p.  The 
other  called  Annia  Fauftina,  was  married  to  M.  Aurelius, 
her  coufin-german  ^.  The  two  fons,  M.  Aurelius  Fulvus^ 
Antoninus,   and  M.  Galerius  Aurelius  Antoninus,  muft 

•  Vide  Salmaf.  in  Not.  ad  Anton.  Vit.  p.  47.  •  Die,  lib.  Ixx. 

p*  800.    Jul.  Cap.  p.  17.  P  Vide  Mabill.  Anale£l.  cap.  4.  p. 

500,  ^  Jul.  Cap.  p.  18— »j. 

Adrian,    quotes    fome    verfes  thor  often  difagrees.    Whether 

compofed  by  a  poet  named  Flo-  the  fummaries  prefixed  to  each 

rus,  whom  moll  writers  take  to  book  of  Livy's  .hiflory  were 

be  theepitomizeroftheRoman  djone    by    Floras,     is     uncer- 

hiftory;  fdr  that  epitome  was  tain  (i). 
written  in.  the  reiep  of  Trajan,         (T)   His  grandfather  Titus 

and  feems  to  be  the  produ^  of  Aurelius  FuU'us,    or  Fulvius, 

a  poetical  genius.     It  is  greatly  was  the  firft  conful  of  the  Au- 

cftecmed  by  the  learned,  who  relian  family.    His  father  Au- 

neverthelefs  find  fault  with  the  relius  Fulvus  was  likewile  ho- 

author  for  not  obfcrving  with  noured  with  that  dignity,  and 

due   pun6tuality  the  order  of  univerfally  efleemcd  on  account 

time..    It  is  not  an  abridgment  of  his  extraordinary  accomplifh^ 

of  Livy ;  for  with^him  the  au-  ments  and  integrity, 

(x)  Voir.  Hid.  Lat.  lib.  i.  cap.  30. 

have 
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have  died  very  young;  for  no  mention  is  made  of  them  in 
hiftory. 

Antoninus  is  celebrated  by  all  the  ancients  as  one  of  the  beft  His  chm- 
princes  that  ever  fwayed  a  fceptre.    His  behaviour  was  ex-  raffir. 
tremely  engaging ;  he  was  always  ready  to  hear  with  patience 
the  meaneft  of  the  people ;  to  no  one  was  ever  admittance 
denied  to  his  palace  or  prefence,  efpecially  when  they  came 
to  complain  of  his  officers,  minifters,  or  procurators.     He 
was  an  enemy  to  all  pomp  and  oftentation.     His  table  was 
rich  without  extravagance,  and  frugal  without  meannefs. 
He  never  courted  the  favour  of  the  people,  but  feemed  ra- 
ther to  defpife  popular  applaufe,  which  had  been  the  idol 
of  mod  of  his  predeceflbrs.    He  never  flattered  others,  nor 
fu6Pered  any  one  ta  flatter  his  own  perfon.    He  obferved  HhrgU- 
with  great  exa<9:nefs  the  Roman  laws  and  ceremonies.    He  gion^  com* 
oflFered  in  perfon,  as  high  pontiff,  the  facriiices,  which  had  Af^^.}^ 
been  performed  by  inferior  priefts  ;  and  never  failed  to  af-  "§^*     ,  * 
fift,  unlefs  prevented  by  fome  indifpofition,  at  all  public 
a£ts  of  religion,  {hewing  always  a  profound  refpefl:  for  the 
Deity  ^     As  he  never  admitted  any  to  his  friendihip,  with 
whom  he  was  not  thoroughly  acquainted,  he  was  a  mod 
cpnftant  friend,  liftened  to  no  calumnies,  nor  entertained 
any  fears  or  jealoufies,  as  Adrian  had  done,  who  in  the 
end  was  difgufted  with  all  his  old  friends,  and  difcharged 
them  with  ignominy.    He  was  naturally  of  a  mild  temper,  Hisclgmtm* 
ever  inclined  to  mercy,  which  he  (hewed  even  to  the  moft  €faud 
vicious  and  wicked,  choofing  rather  to  deprive  them  of  the  ^^¥fi* 
means  of  doing  mifchief,  than  to  puniih  them  according  to 
their  deferts.    During  his  long  reign  of  twenty-three  years, 
he  is  faid  never  to  have  done  any  thing  that  favoured  of 
cruelty,  ill-nature,  or  that  could  give  to  any  perfon  what- 
ever juft  motive  of  offence  •  (U). 

T.An- 

'  Jul.  Cap.  18— »3.    Pauf.  lib.  viii*  •  Dio,  lib.  Ixx.  p.  8oo, 

(U)  When  he  arrived  in  Aiia,  plaints  of  the  liberty  he  had 

with  the  character  of  proconful,  taken,  that  Antoninus,  to  ap« 

he  chofe  to  lodge  the  firft  night  peafe  him,  was  obliged  to  leave 

in  the  houfe  of  Polemon  the  the  houfe  at  that  time  of  night, 

celebrated  fophifl,   which  was  and  feek  for  a  lodging  elfe- 

the  befl  and  largefl  in  Smyrna  :  where.    However,  when  An- 

but  the  proud  and  brutal  fo-  toninus  was^  raifed  to  the  em« 

phift,   who  was  then    in  the  pire,  Polemon  came  to  Rome 

country,  returning  home  about  to  pay  his  refpe^h  to  him.  The 

midnight,  and  findinjir  the  pro-  emperor  received  him  in  a  moil 

ponful  in  his  houfe,  mUead  of  obliging  manner,  and  ordered 

thanking  him  for  the  honour  he  him  to  be  lodged  in  the  palace ; 

had  done  him^  ihade  fuch  com-  but  reminded  him,  at  the  fame 

timCi 


goo 
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What  T.  Antoninus  was  adopted  by  Adrian,  as  we  ha^e  relate! 

fr^mptid  above,  upon  the  death  of  iElius  Verus  Caefar.  Some  au*' 
'^i^J'  tbors  write,  that  Adrian  was  induced  to  prefer  him  to  fo 
mdtpt  Aim.  jjjjQy  ^tj,g|.  gj^jj  jjjjgi,^  jjy  tj,^  particular  rcfpe^i,  and  ten- 
der regard,  which  Antoninus  flaewed  to  his  father-ki-law, 
whom,  as  he  was  very  old  and  decrepit,  he  ufed  coti^antiy 
to  condu£i  to  the  fenace»  attending  him  Hke  a  ilave :  Adrian, 
ieeing  him  one  day  leading  and  fupporting  the  o4d  man, 
was  fo  pleafed  with  the  fight,  that  he  adopted  him  for  that 
▼ery  reafon  '.  B«t  Adrian  coukl  not  by  this  alone  be  in- 
duced to  confer  fo  great  an  honour  vepoa  one  who  had 
given  fo  many  prools  of  his  extraordinary  taknts  and  abi- 
lity. He  chofe  him,  therefore^  becaufe  he  judged  hisi  to 
be  the  beft  qualified  for  the  fovercign  power".  He  was 
adopted  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February  of  the  year  139, 
and  at  the  fame  time  invefted  with  the  proconfular  and  tri- 
bunitial  power,  honoured  with  the  name  of  C^far,  now 
peculiar  to  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  empire^  and  diffin- 
gttifbed,  as  we  conjcdlure  from  fome  ancient  coins,  with 
the  title  of  emperor,  which  bad  hitherto  been  given  to  the 

t  JuK  Cap.  p.  i7»  18.  •  Dio,  lib«  IxiX.  p.  79^,  797* 


time,  of  what  had  palled  at 
Sm3nma,  by  ordering  his  do- 
nenics  to  take  care,  that  no  one 
turned  him  out  of  his  apart- 
ment (a).  A  comedian  com* 
phimog  to  the  emperor,  that 
JPolemon  had  driven  him  out  of 
^e  theatre  at  mid-day^  Antto- 
ninus  anfwered,  ^'  He  drove  me 
out  of  my  lodgings  air  mid- 
night, and  neverthelefs  I  made 
no  complaints.**  The  em- 
peror going  one  day  to  fee  the 
fine  houfc  of  Valerius  Omulus, 
and'  admiring,  amongfl  other 
things,  certain  pillars  of  por- 
phyry, he  alked  him,  where  he 
had  purchafed  them.  But  Omu- 
lus, inilead  of  being  pleafed  to 
fee  the  emperor  take  notice  of 
the  ornaments  of  his  houfe,  re- 
turned this  rude  anfwer,  *'  In 
oth^r  people's  houfes  you  muft 
learn  to  be  deaf  and  dumb  (3). 


Having  fent  for  Apollonius  tlte 
celebrated  Stoic,  who  refided  at 
Chalcis  in  Syria,  to  inftru6^  M. 
Aurelius  in  the  principles  of 
that  feft,  the  philofopher  flew 
to  Rome,  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  difciples.  Upon 
their  arrival  Antoninus  invited 
Apollonius  to  court,  in  order 
to  deliver  his  difciple  to  him. 
The  haughty  pedant  anfwered 
with  great  infolence,  that  the 
raafter  was  not  to  come  to  the 
difciple,  but  the  difciple  to  the 
matter ;  which  words  being  re- 
lated to  Antoninus,  **  Does  A- 
jwllonius  then  (faid  he,  fmil- 
ing),  think  it  a  more  trouble- 
fome  journey  from  his  lodgings 
to  the  palace,  than  from  Chalcis 
to  Rome  ?  However,  he  order- 
ed M.  Aurelius  to  wait  upon 
him* 


(i)  Philof.  Soph.  p.  «5.  (5)  Jul.  Cap.  p.  ig-aj. 


fovc- 
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IdT^rcigo  ?Ioike  (X).  itVdrian  adopted  AntoniBUS  upon  ton^ 
,d]tiof|  tbat  be  flioukl  adopt  M.  Annius  Verus  tbc  fon  of 
his  wife's  bK^ther,  and  L.  Commodus  the  fon  of  L.  Verus 
Caef^r  »  which  he  did  accordingly,  before  the  death  of  A- 
drJan,  probably  the  fame  day  on  which  he  himfelf  was 
adopted  '^. 

Antoninus  returned  the  emperor  thanks  in  the  fenate  for  His  gtw 
the  honour  he  had  cc»»feired  upon  him,  diilributed  large  ^tfty* 
funis  among  the  foldiery  and  populace,  expending  \m  own^ 
and  not  the  public  money  ;  and  befides  performed  the  pro* 
mifes  which  had  been  made  to  them  by  Adrian.     All  the 
cities  of  the  empire  ufed,  on  fuch  occafions,  to  prefent  the 
adopted  prince  with  fumi^  of  money  inftead  of  crowns^ 
which  were  thence  called  aurum  coronarium.    Thefe  fums 
Antoninus  remitted  entirely  to  the  cities  of  Italy,  and  a 
moiety  to  all  the  reft.    He  even  contributed,  out  of  his  pri- 
vate fortune,  a  great  deal  towards  the  works  which  Adrian 
was  carrying  on,  and  obeyed  that  prince,  while  he  lived,, 
with  as  much  refped  and  fubmifiion  as  did  the  meaneft 
of  his  fubjeds,  except  when  he  attempted  to  murder  him- 
felf, or  others.     Adrian  dying  at  Baiae,  on  the  tenth  of  Hecaufk§ 
July,   as  has  been  before  obferved,   Antoninus  prevailed  ^^'''^"/^ 
upon  the  fenate  to  confer  fuch  honours  up6n  him  as  had  ^^^fl!*^'^ 
been   decreed  (o  the  beft  of  emperors ;  and  continued  all  gg^J^ 
thofe  in  their  employments,  who  had  been  preferred  by 
him.     It  was,  according  to  fome  writers,  on  account  of  this 
tender  and  filial  refpe£l  for  the  memory  of  his  father,  that 
the  fenate   decreed  him  the  glorious  furname  of  Pius  $ 
others  think,  that  they  diftinguiihed  him  with  that  title  in 
reward  of  the  great  tendemefs  he  teftified  for  his  father-in«« 
law  in  his  old  age,  or  of  Adrian  in  his  ficknefs,  or  becaufe 
he-preterved  many  whom  Adrian  had  commanded  to  be 
diurdeied  ;  or,  finally,  on  account  of  the  natural  fweetnefs 

V  Spart.  in  Adr.  p.  iz. 

(X)  Wc  arc  told,  that  his  in  Afia,  the  priefts  of  the  city 

f«cceffiontotheemplre\Yasprfe-  of  Tralles  in  Lydia  received 

faged  long  before  by  many  o-  him  not  with  the  ufual  faluta- 

mens.   While  he  governed  part  tion,  "  Ave,  proconful !  Haily 

'•   of  Italy  in  quality  of  proconful,  proconful ! "  but  ftyled  him  em- 

onc  from  among  the  crowd  cried  peror.     At  Cyziciis,  a  crown 

oot  to  him,. while  he  was  admi-  belonging  to  the  li:atu6  of  one* 

ilenngjufHce,  **  May  the  gods  of  the   gods  was  found  upon 

profper     your     undertakings,  that  of  Antoninus  (4),.  &c. 
Auguftus.**    Upon  his  arrival 

(4}  Jul.  Capit.  p.  S. 

of 
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cf  his  temper,  and  the  extraordinary  refpe£k  he  (hewed  fbf 
religion  and  religiousperfons  \  It  is  certiiin^however,  that  he 
bears  the  epithet  of  Kas  in  feveral  medals  of  this  year,  and 
IS  chiefly  known  b^  it  in  hiftory  ^.    Paufanias  thinks  he  de- 
fended not  only  this  title^  but  that  likewife  which  was  be* 
flowed  on  Cyrus,  nalmely,  the  Father  of  Mankind,  in  con- 
fideration  ot  the  paternal  care  he  feemed  to  take  of  all 
men.    Commodus,  and  the  emperors  who  fucceeded  him, 
afliimed  the  fame  title ;  which  ferved  only  to  render  their 
wickednefs  the  more  confpicuous.    This  year  Antoninus 
H^murs      was  likewife  honoured  with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  and  of 
(9Hfirred     jjigh  PontifF,  and  his  wife  Fauftina  with  that  of  Augufta. 
TyM/  '**    ^^  refufed  many  other  honours  which  the  fenate  ofiered 
ftnati.        him^  and,  among  the  reft,  the  title  of  the  Father  of  his 
Country ;  which,  however^  he  accepted  in  the  courfe  of  the 
following  year  •. 

>  We  know  but  very  little  of  the  aflions  of  this  great 
prince,  and  are  almoft  as  ignorant  of  the  order -of  time, 
with  refpefl  to  what  has  reached  us.  Julius  Capitolinus, 
who  wrote  his  life,  and  infcribed  it  to  the  emperor  Diocle- 
fian,  is  but  a  very  indifferent  hiftorian,  and  greatly  per- 
plexed in  his  narration.  What  Dio  Caffius  wrote  of  An- 
toninus has  been  loft  eight  hundred  years  (ince^  and  con- 
fequently  before  XiphUin  undertook  the  abridging  that  au- 
thor \  fo  that  we  can.  only  give  our  readers  a  general  idea 
of  this  excellent  prince!'s  government  and  conduf^.  He 
lived,  according  to  Julius  Capitolinus,  after  his  acceffion  to 
the  empire,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  when  he 
was  a  private  perfofi ;  no  alteration  appeared  in  his  beha- 
viour towards  his  friends,  nor  had  any  of  his  enemies  ever 
the  leaft  reafon  to  be  grieved  for  his  preferment.  He  would 
fufier  none  but  flaves  to  wait  upon  him,  ihewing  on  all  oc- 
cafions  the  great'eft  refpefl  for  theequeftrian  and  fenatorial 
orders.  He  never  tranfadied  any  bufinefs  of  confequence 
without  the  advice  of  the  fenate,  fliewing  them,  when  em- 
peror, that  regard  which  he  dcfircd  to  fee  paid  to  them  by 
other  emperors  while  he  was  a  fenator.  He  frequently 
gave  an  account,  even  to  the  people,  of  all  his  anions  and 
negociations.  When  he  demanded  the  confulfliip,  or  other 
employments,  either  for  himfelf  of  his  children,  he  appear- 
ed like  a  private  perfon  among  the  other  candidates.  M, 
Aurelius  owns,  that  Antoninus  convinced  him  by  his  ex- 
ample, that  a  ponce  might  lead  a  private  life  even  in  a 
court.     , 

t  Jul.  Cap.  p.  17.    Paufan.  lib.  viii.  p.  $75.    Dio,  lib.  Ixx,  p.  7W. 
y  Spanb.  lib.  viii.  p.  7x4.  •  Gottz,  p.  71.. 

He 
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He  reduced  moft  of  the  impofts  and  tributes,  and  ftriftly  jj^  i^jr^^ 
enjoined  his  receivers  and  coHe&ors  to  exa£l  them  without  t^^  tri^ 
any  feverity  or  oppreffion,  frying,  that  he  chofe  rather  to  ^///. 
be  poor  than  have  his  coffers  filled  at  the  expence  of  an 
opprcffed  people.     He  was  no  fooner  raifed  to  the  empire, 
than  he  difpofed  of  the  grcateft  part  of  his  private  eftate  in 
favour  of  the  indigent  ciiizens  \  and  the  emprefs  Fauftina 
repining  at  his  generofity,  he  told  her,  that  a  prince  ought 
to  have  no  private  intereft,  no  private  property,  and  no- 
thing in  view  but  the  public  tvelfare.    He  appointed  for  Prtfert 
governors  of  provinces  fuch  only  as  were  perfons  of  known  ^b  "•?■ 
integrity,  and  is  faid  never  to  have  preferred  an  undeferving  v^'^^^* 
man  to  any  employment  whatfoever»     Hence  fome  conti- 
nued in  their  pofts  during  the  whole  time  of  his  reign ;  for 
he  MTOuld  not  remove  thofe  who  discharged  their  offices  to 
the  fatisfaflion  of  the  people.     Gavius  Mazimus  was  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards ; 
and  others  held  their  employments  during  the  whole  time 
of  his  reign.     His  paternal  eftate»  which  was  very  great,    . 
he  laid  out  in  bounties  and  largefles ;  but  was  very  fparitig 
of  the  public  money :  whence  at  his  death  his  own  coffers 
were  found  empty,  but  the  treafury  full.      He  deprived 
feveral  ufelefs  perfons  of  the  penfions  fettled  upon  them  by 
Adrian,  faying,  he  could  not  bear  to  fee  the  ftate  impo* 
veriQied  by  thofe.  who  were  not  ferviceable  to  it,  but  lived 
in  idlenefs  upon  the  labours  of  others.     Though  he  was 
fparing  of  the  public  money,  yet  no  one  ever  charged  him 
with  avarice  \  iot  he  gave  daily  inftances  of  an  unbounded 
generofity. 

He  would  accept  of  no  legacies  from  fuch  as  had  chil-  Injfa/iees 
dren,  and  orderecl  the  eftates  of  criminals  condemned  for  ^/  ^* 
extortion,  to  be  reftored  to  their  heirs,  after  the  perfons,  '^*''/« 
whom  they  had  pillaged,  had  been  fully  fatisfied.  Under 
no  prince  fewer  eftates  were  confifcated,  than  under  him. 
He  extirpated  the  whole  tribe  of  informers,  and  was  ready^ 
upon  the  leaft  misfortune  that  happened  to  any  city  or  p|ro- 
yince,  to  leffen  their  tribute  or  taxes  ^.  Many  obtained  the 
privileges  of  Roman  citizens  for  themfelves,  and  not  for 
their  children,  who,  in  that  cafe,  remained  Greeks,  accord- 
ing to  the  expreffion  of  an  ancient  hiftorian,  and  confe- 
quently  were  incapable  of  enjoying  their  fathers'  eftates, 
which  fell  to  the  treafury,  if  the  deceafed  had  no  Roman 
citizen  amongft  his  relations.  This  regulation,  favour- 
able indeed  to  the  avarice  of  princes,  but  repugnant  to  hu- 
manity, Antoninus  utterly  aboliflied  •*.  He  beftowed  great 
privileges  and  falaries,  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire, 

»  Jul.  Ca|kp*  10—50.  ^  Paufaa.  li>.  viii.  pr  273. 
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fafV0urs      upon  fuch  men  of  learning  as  undertook  tfie  education  of 
men  9f        jovxh  ;  maintained  incredible  numbers  of  children,  whofe 
karnii^.     parents  were  indigent ;  fupplicd  the  fenators  and  magiftratct 
with  money,  to  defray  the  cxpences  of  their  neccffary  jour- 
neys ;  and  fpcnt  confiderable  fums  in  (hews  and  fpedlacleSy 
complying  in  that  particular  with  the  inclinations  of  the 
people,  though  he  himfelf  difliked  fuch  direrfions. 
liif  public        Though  he  was  not  addi£):ed  to  building,  yet  he  raifcd 
vtorks^        a  great  number  of  (lately  edifices  at  Rome,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood.     He  caufed  a  port  to  be  made  at  Caieta, 
now  Gaeta,  repaired  "that  of  Terracina,  finifhed  Adrian's 
magnificent  maufoleum,  built  a  ftately  palace  at  Lorium,  in 
Hetruria,  about  ten  miles  from  Rome,  in  which  place  he 
had  been  educated ;  and  contributed  large  fums  towards  re« 
pairing  feveral  ancient  buildings  in  Greece,  Ionia,  Syria) 
and  Africa.     On  the  village  of  Pallantium,  in  Arcadia,  he 
bellowed  thefprivileges  of  a  city,  and  exempted  it  from  all 
manner  of  tribute,  becaufe  Evander  was  fuppofed  to  have 
built,  and  peopled  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  village,  a 
Promifis  to  city  in  the  place  where  Rome  Hood  *^,     He  promifed,  in  the 
putnofi'     beginning  of  his  reign,  to  fpill  the  blcJod  of  no  fenator; 
5J»M  *^and  w^^^^  promife  he  obferved  fo  religioufly,  that  one  being 
keeps  'his      convifted  of  parricide,  he  contented  himfelf  with  banifh*' 
promife*       ing  him»  even  after  he  had  owned  his  crime.     Attilius  Ta- 
tianus  and  Prifcianus  being  accufed  of  confpiring  againft 
the  life  of  the  emperor,  the  latter  deftroyed  himfelf,  and 
the  former  was  only  baniihed  :  of  his  fon,  Antoninus  took 
particular  care,  and  brought  him  up  as  if  he  had  been  his 
own  child.     He  would  fufFer  no  enquiry  to  be  made  after 
their  accomplices,  anfwering  the  fenate,  when  they  prefled 
him  to  it,  "  I  do  not  care  the  world  (hould  know  by  how 
many  perfons  I  am  hated."     He  never  engaged  in  any  war 
which  he  coiild  avoid,  and  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that  he 
"^  '    had  rather  fave  one  citizen  than  deftroy  a  thoufand  ene- 
mies. 
Is  efieemed        By  this  condufl:  he  gained  the  afFeQions,  not  only  of  his 
e*ifen  by  the  ^y^^  people,  who  revered  him  as  their  father  and  prote£lor» 
Rome!^       ^^^  likewife  of  the  declared  enemies  of  Rome,  who  enter- 
tained fuch  an  opinion  of  his  equity,  juftice,  and  modera- 
tion, that,  in  their  difputes,  they  chofe  him  for  their  judge 
and  Arbitrator ;  and  indeed  no  Roman  emperor  was  ever  more 
efteemed  and  revered  by  all  foreign  nations,  than  Antoni- 
nus.    The  king  of  the  Parthians,  having  raifed  a  formidable 
army,  and  invaded   Armenia,  retired,  conjtrary  to  the  ex- 
pe'ftation  of  all,  and  difbanded  his  troops,  upon  the  receipt 
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of  a*  letter  from  Antoninus.  The  king3  of  Hf rcania,  Bac- 
tria^  and  India^  fent  ambafTadors  to  him^  courting  his  friend- 
ihip  and  alliance.  Pharafmanes,  king  of  Iberia,  came  in 
perfon  to  wait  upon  him  at  Rome,  and  fhewed  much  greater 
rcfpe£J:  and  veneration  for  him  than  he  had  formerly  done 
for  Adrian.  The  Lazi,  the  Armenians,  the  Quadi,  and  fe- 
veral  other  nations,  readily  received  fuch  princes  as'he  was 
pleafed  to  appoint  over  them,  though  they  were  not  then 
fubjcft  to  the  empire  **.  Antoninus  is  by  fome  hiftorians 
-compared,  by  others  even  preferred,  to  Numa,'on  account 
of  the  tranquility  which  Rome  enjoyed  during  the  grcateft 
part  of  his  reigh,  and  his  extraordinary  care  of  allthipgs 
^longing  to  the  wbrfliip  of  the  gods,  and  to  religion. 

Adrian  died,  as  we  have  related  before,  on  the  tenth  of 
July,    139,  Camerinus  and  Niger  being  confuls.    Thefe 
were  fucceeded  by  the  emperor  Antoninus,  the  fecond  time 
conful,  and  Caius  Bruitius  Prsefens.     This  year  Antoninus  Marrtes 
gave  hi«  daughter  Annia  Fauftina  in  marriage  to  M.  Au-  ^'^  daugh^ 
relius,  whom  he  created  Caefar,  and,  at  the  requeft  of  the  '^''^^J^'* 
fen  ate,  though  this  year  only  quaeftor,  named  for  the  con-  ^^J^eliuu 
fulate  the  year  enfuing ;  which  he  difcharged  as  his  col- 
league.   Thefucceedmg  confuls  were  M.  Feducseus  Syloga 
and  T.  Hoenius  Severus  ®,  during  whofe  adminiftration  one 
Celfus  rebelled  ;  but  all  we  know  of  his  revolt  is,  that  on 
this  occafion  the  emprefs  Fauftina  was  greatly  difpleafed 
with  the  kindnefs  which  the  clement  emperor  fhewed  to 
bis  enemies  ^    Soon  after,  Fauftina  died,  and  was,  not-  Tki^m- 
withftanding  the  dilTolute  life  (he  had  led,  at  the  requeft  of  prefsF^m^ 
Antoninus,  honoured  with  divine  worfliip,  priefts,  tem-  /'*^  .^'''» 
pies,  ftatues  of  gold  and  filver.     Games  were  inftituted  to  ^^^^^ 
her  honour,  and  her  ftatue  was,  by  Antoninus's  order,  car-  among  the 
ried  amongft  thofe  of  the  other  gods  at  the  Circenfian  gidt. 
fports.    The  emperor  was  not  unacquainted  with  her  irre- 
gular conduft  ;  but  had  done  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
keep  her  diforders  concealed  from  the  public  «. 

In  the  following  year,  Lucius  Cufpius  Rufinus  and  Lu- 
cius Statius  Quadratus  being  confuls,  Antoninus  inftituted 
folcmn  fports  at  Puteoli,  in  honotif  of  Adrian,  which  were 
ftyled  Pia  and  Pialia,  and  were  to  be  celebrated  the  fecond 
year  of  each  Olympiad.    The  next  confuls  were  C.  Belli-  AttUuiHi* 
pu9  Torqua^us  and  Tiberius  Claudius  Atticus  Hcrodes.  ^^desis 
In  the  following  confulftiip  of  Lollianus  Avitu?  and  Clau-  Jjfj^^^. 
dius  Maximus,  the  Brigantines  in  Britain  revolted  5  but  ji^p^ 

<  Btrsf.  p.  i^«    Spart.  lib.  ix.  p.  S31,  8}2.  e  Cafpin.  p.  3S3* 

Ontiffti.  in  Faft.  p««»5.         '  Cofl*.  Vit.  per  VuUat.  p.  43.         s  Jul* 
Cap.  p^  i>. 
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Tie  Bri'  ^^^^  foon  reduced  by  LoUius  Urbicus,  governor  of  that 
^uS^ami  P^^^^^^i  ^^^  deprived  them  of  great  part  of  their  coun* 
sri  «1  ^"^y*  fubdued  the  more  northern  nations,  and  built  a  ^virall 
^iU4J.  between  the  friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde  K  For  the  vi£tories 
gained  by  Lollius>  Antoninus  was  honoured,  as  appears 
from  fome  ancient  medals,  with  the  title  of  Britannicus  K 
Next  year  Antoninus  entered  upon  his  fourth  confulfliip, 
having  for  his  colleague  M.  Aurelius  Caefar,  the  fecond  time 
confuT,  and  gave  the  manly  robe  to  Lucius  Verus  his 
adopted  fon,  who  had  completed  the  fourteenth  year  of  his 
age  on  the  fifteenth  of  December  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  fame  year  Antoninus  confecrated  the  temple  which  be 
had  built  to  the  honour  of  Adrian,  and  on  that  occafion 
diftributed  confiderable  fums  among  the  populace^.  In 
the  next  confuUhip  of  Sex.  Erucius  Clarus  and  Cn.  Clau- 
dius Severus,  fome  difturbances  were  jaifed  in  Germany 
and  Dacia ;  but  were  foon  appeafed  by  the  governors  of 
thbfe  provinces.  The  Alani  likewife,  attempting  to  invade 
the  Roman  dominions,  were  driven  back  into  their  own 
country  with  confiderable  lofs  K 

During  the  adminiftration  of  the  following  confuls  Lar- 

gus  and  Mefialinus,  the  emperor  invefted  M.  Aurelius  with 

the  tribunitial  and  proconfular  power.    ByFauflina,  the 

daughter  of  Antoninus,  he  had  already  a  daughter  named 

Shews  a     Lucilla,  who  was  afterwards  married  to  L.  Verus.     The 

g^^^^  emperor  on  all  occaGons  (hewed  a  particular  efteem  for  M. 

M.'auU'     Aurelius,  confulted  him  in  every  affair  of  confequence, 

iiw  I  often  followed  his  advice,  and  fufFered  him  to  govern  as  if 

he  had  been  his  partner  in  the  fovereign  power,  delpifing 

the   malicious   infinuations   of  thofe   who    attempted    to 

eflrange  his  mind  from  the  young  prince,  as  if  he  wiflied 

^ l^^y      for  his  death.     As  the  condufl:  of  L.  Verus  was  very  dif- 

rus.  *   ^    ferent  from  that  of  M.  Aurelius,  the  emperor  treated  him 

in  a  quite  different  manner.     He  did  not  beflow  upon  him 

the  title  of  Caefar,  or  any  other  peculiar  to  the  apparent 

heir  of  the  empire ;  nor  did  the  emperor,  during  the  whole 

time  of  his  reign,  inveft  him  with  any  power  whatever ;  a 

plain  indication,  that  he  difliked  him,  not  without  reafon^ 

as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter. 

In  the  confulate  of  Torquatus  and  Julianus,  the  Moors 
took  up  arms,  upon  what  provocation  we  know  not ;  but 
were  foon  defeated,  driven  out  of  their  own  country,  and 
obliged  to  fhelter  themfelves  in  the  mofl  diflant  parts  of 
Libya  beyond  Mount  Atlas  "*.    The  three  following  years 

«» Vide  Alford.  Annal.  Britan.  ad  an.  14.2.  i  Vide  Caufab.  in 

6part.  p.  5a.        k  Jul,  Cap.  p.  36.        '  Ibid,  p,  19^14.        «  Paufan. 
lib.  viii.  p.273. 
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Iverc  quite  barren  of  events.  In  the  firft,  Servius  Scipio 
Orfitus  and  (^Nonius  Prifcus  were  confuls ;  in  the  fecorid^ 
Glabrio  Gallicanus  and  Vetus ;  and,  in  the  third,  Quin- 
tilius  Condianus  and  Quintilius  Maxinius  :  the  two  latter  ^ftg  /„;^ 
were  brothers,  and  are  greatly  extolled  by  the  ancients,  ort  brothin 
account  of  thfcir  learning,  their  experience  both  in  civil  ^nd  ^intiliu 
military  affairs,  their  wealth,  and,  above  all,  for  their  mu- 
tual unity  and  concord  j  for  they  adicd  on  all  occafions,  fays 
Dio  CafTius,  as  if  they  had  not  been  two,  but  one  perfon  % 
whence  they  are  known  in  hiftory  by  the  name  of  the  Quin- 
tilii  "*-  They  governed  the  provinces  Conjointly,  the  one 
being  lieutenant  to  the  other;  were  confuls  together 5 
wrote  tb  the  emperor,  received  anfwers,  judged  caufes, 
publiflied  books,  in  common  ;  and  Were  in  the  end  unjuilly 
condemned  and  executed  together,  by  order  of  the  emperor 
Commodus,  as  we  fliall  relate  in  the  hiftory  of  that  prince's 
reign.  They  were  natives  of  Troas,  and  highly  efteemed  by 
M.  Aurelius,  under  whom  they  governed  Greece  in  173, 
and  Pannonia  in  178.  They  publifhed  a  treatife  on  agri* 
culture,  of  which  fome  fragmentshave  reached  our  times'*. 

In  the  following  year,  the  fifteenth  of  Antoninus's  reign, 
Sextus  Junius  Glabrio  and  C.  Omullus  Verianus  being  con- 
fuls, Juftin  the  Martyr  publifhed  his  firft  Apology,  and 
prefented  it  to  the  emperor,  to  his  adopted  fons,  and  to  thd 
fenate.     As  Antoninus  was  a  prince  of  a  merciful  difpofi* 
tion,  he  was  fo  far  moved  by  it,  and  by  the  informations 
which  he  had  received  from  other  parts  of  the  empire,  that 
he  addrefled  a  letter  to  the  whole  province  of  Afia  in  fa-  Antiniiiut 
vour  of  the  diftreiTed  Chriftians,  which  he  concluded  with  favourabk 
thefe  words:  "  If  any  one  for  the  future  Ihall  moleft  the  '*'^/. 
Chriftians,  and  accufe  them  merely  on  account  of  their  re.^  Ckriftianu 
)igion,  let  the  perfon  who  is  arraigned  be  difcharged,  though 
he  is  found  to  be  a  Chriftian,  and  the  accufer  be  punifhed 
according  to  the  rigour  of  the  law  p."     At  the  fame  time 
the  emperor  wrote  in  behalf  of  the  Chriftians  to  the  Athe- 
nians, ThefTalonians,  Larifleans  in  ThefTaly,  and  to  all  the 
Greeks.   Thefe  letters  put  a  ftop  to  the  perfecution,  whicb^ 
however,  broke  out,  and  raged  with  great  violence,  under 
Marcus  Aurelius. 

Next  year,  when  C.  Bruttius  Praefens  and  A.  Junius  Ru*  Vr.  of  FU 
finua  were  confuls,  the  Tiber,  overflowing  its  banks,  laid   -  *^*^* 
the  lower  parts  of  Rome  under  water.  .The  inundation  was  y]  q\  'q^] 
followed  by  a. fire,,  which  confumed  part  of  the  city,  and  . 

I  Several 
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a  famine,  which  fwept  off  great  numbers  of  tlie  ^xensi 
ootwitbftanding  the  care  which  the  emperor  took  to  ka^e 
corn  conveyed  to  the  city  from  the  moft  diftant  prfmnces. 
The  fame  year  the  cities  of  Narbonne  in  Gaul,  and  An* 
tioch  in  Syria,  and  the  great  fquare  at  Carthage,  were  in 
great  part  confumed  by  fire ;  but  foon  reftored  by  AntonU 
nus  to  their  former  fplendor  '.    This  year  L.  Verus  dif- 
charged  the  office  of  quaeftor,  and  exhibited  on  that  occa* 
fion  public  (hews,  at  which  he  prefided,  fitting  between 
Antoninus  and  M.  Aureiius.    The  following  year  he  was 
raifed  to  the  confulfliip,  and  had  for  his  colleague  T.  Sez- 
tius,  or,  as  he  is  called  by  others,  Sextilius  Lateranus.    C.  * 
Julius  Severus  and  M.  Rufinus  Sabinianus,  difcharged  that 
office  next,  and  were  fucceeded  by  M.  Ceionius  Silvanut 
and  C.  Serius  Augurinus,  during  whofc  confuUhtp  the  ei- 
ties  of  Cos  and  Rhodes,  with  feveral  others  in  Lycia  and 
Caria,  were  OTerturned  by  a  violent  earthquake  ;  out  foon 
reftored  to   their  former   luftre,  Antoninus  contributing 
very  condderable  fums,  to  repair  the  lofTes  which  the  in- 
habitants had  fuftained^    The  four  following  years  are 
quite  barren  of  events:    the   conAils  were  Barbarus  and 
Regulus ;  Tertullus  and  Sacerdos ;  Plautius  Quintillas  and 
M.  Statius  Prifcus ;  Appius  Annius  Bradua  and  T.  Vibius 
Bradtts.    The  two  latter  were  fucceeded  by  M.  AureUus 
_    Caefar  the  third  time,  and  L.  Veras  the  fec<Mid  time  cronfuL 
Yr.  of  Fl.      During  their  adminiftration,  the  emperor  was  feiased 
A*D.  163.  ^'^^  *  violent  fever  at  Lorium,  one  of  his  country-feats; 
a  C*  911.  which  in  a  few  days  terminated  his  life  on  the  feventh  ^ 
■M  ■  li   I     .  .  March,  after  he  had  lived  feventy-three  years,  five  month^ 
h  taktm  '   and  fixteen  or  feventeen  days,  and  reigned  twenty-twe 
i^  and       years,  feven  months,  and  twenty-fix  days.    When  he  found 
''*  death  approaching,  he  fent  for  the  captains  of  the  praetoraii 

guards,  and  the  chief  officers  of  the  court,  and  in  their 
prefence  confirmed  bis  adoption  of  M.  Aureiius,  and  re- 
commended the  empire  to  his  care  and  attention,  without 
taking  the  leaft  notice  of  Lucius  Verus.     He  then-  ordered 
the  golden  image  of  Fortune,  which  always  ftood  in  the 
emperor^s  bedchamber,  to  be  removed  to  the  room  of  KL 
Aureiius.   When  the  tribune  came  for  the  parole,  the  wocd 
be  delivered  was  Equanimity.     He  left  his  paternal  eftate 
to  his  daughter,  and  legacies'  to  all  bis  friends  atod  domef- 
tit  is  mti-.   tics.    Though  he  died  in  an  advanced  age,  he  was  no  left 
*uerfaUj       lamented  by  all  the  fubjedfcs  of  the  empire  than  if  he  bad 
iamntifd.     been  fnatched  from  them  in  the  bloom  of  youth.     His  fu- 
neral was  performed  with  the  utmoft  pomp  aud  magnlfi- 

%  Jul.  Cap.  p.  to.    Vi6l.  Epit.  *  Jul,  Cap,  p.  »i,  ks. 
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cence,  and  his  body  depoCted  in  the  pompous  maufokcim 
of  his  predecefibr  Adrian  \  on  which  occaiion  two  funeral 
orations  were  pronounced,  one  by  M.  Aurelius,  and  an- 
other by  L.  Verus.  He  was  by  the  fenate  ranked  aaK)ng 
the  £ods ;  a  temple  was  built  to  his  honour  \  priefts^  facri- 
fices>  and  annual  fports  were  inftituted  (Y). 

M.  Au-* 


3^9 


iX)  The  writers  that  flou- 

rifhed  in  his  reign  were  Juflin, 

Julius  Paulus,  Appian,  Calii- 

nicus  Sutorius,  Calvifius  Tau- 

rust  Apollonius,  Ptolemy  the 

aikrologer,  FroDto>^  Telephus, 

and   Claudius  Maximus.    Juf- 

tio  is  thought  to  have  infcnbed 

his  abridgment  of  Trogus  Pom- 

peius  to  the  emperor  Antoni- 

miB  Pius.      Trogus  Pompeius 

is  ranked  among  the  beft  hiilo- 

rians  of  Auguicus's  rteigny  and 

put   upon  a  level  with  Livy, 

Salluft,  and  Tacitus  (i).    Ju- 

Uus   iPaulus   publiflied  ^  fevcral 

poetical  pieces^   and  is  com« 

mended  by  Aulus  Gellius,  on 

account  of  his  great  erudition 

and  probity.    He  lived  in  Gel- 

lius's  time;    but  died    before 

that     grammarian     began     to 

write :   whence  he  is  thought 

to  have  fiourifhed  under  Adnan 

and   Antoninus  (2).     Appian, 

\Vho  wrote  the  Roman  hifiory 

in  Greek,  was  a  native  of  Alex* 

andria,  pleaded  fome  time  at 

Rome,  and  was  afterwards  em- 

pbyed  by  the  emperors  to  take 

care  of  their  private  eftates  and 

revenues  fj).     He  lived  in  the 

reigns  of  Trajan,  Adrian,  and 

Antoninus,  and  was  writing  in 

the  year  900  of  Rome,    the 

tenth  of  Adrian's    reign  (4). 


His  Roman  hifiory  is,  properly 
fpeaking,  a  (eparate  and  dii- 
tind  biilory  of  all  the  nations 
fubjed  to  Home,  from  the  ear- 
lieft  times  to  the  reign  of  Au- 
guftus,  though  he  loroetimes 
carries  it  down  to  the  time  of 
Adrian  (^).  Hishillory  of  the 
wars  of  Africa,  Syria,  Parthia, 
Pontus,  Iheria,  Spain,  Illyri- 
cum,  and  of  Hannibal  and 
Mithridates,  with  five  books  of 
the  civil  wars,  of  which  he 
wrote  feven,  have  reached  us  { 
and,  befides,  fome  fragments 
of  feveral  other  hiilories  copied 
by  M«  yafois  from  the  collec* 
tions  of  Conftantine  Porphyria 
genitus.  He  likewife  wrote  the 
hiftory  of  the  wars  6f  Judca, 
and  or  that  which  Trajan  waged 
with  the  Dacians  (6).  Photius 
admires  the  elegance  of  his  ily  le ; 
but  chiefly  commends  him  as  an 
impartial  writer,  and  one  who^ 
in  his  accounts,  aimed  mofUy  at 
truth  (7).  Callifiicus  SutoriuS 
was  a  nadve  of  Petra  in  Arabia  ; 
but  fpent  moft  part  of  his  life  at 
Athens.  He  wrote  the  hiftory 
of  AlcJtandria  in  ten  books^ 
quoted  by  St.  Jerom  (8),  and 
publifhed  feveral  other  pieces 
on  various  fubje^s  (9),  Calvi- 
fius  Taurus  is  often  mentioned 
by  Aulus  GelUus,  who  went  to 


(1)  Voir.  Hift.  Lat.  cap.  19,  &  13.        (1)  Aul.  Gel.  lib.  i.  cap.  st. 
lib.  V,  cap.  4*  lih.  xvi.  cap.  10.  lib,  xix.  cap.  7.    Voff.  Poet.  Lat 


r-  J—  (3)  Appian.  in  Syr.    Suid.p.  353 

(5)  Idem.  p.  4.    Evagr,    lib.  vi.  cap.  %4^* 


p.  s». 


p.  10.    Phot*  cap.  57. 
(9)  Suid.  p.  1360. 


(7)  Phpt.  ibid. 
X3 


(4)  Appian,  p.  7. 
(6)  Appian.  in  Syr* 
(8)  Uicr.  in  Dan* 

hear 
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The  Roman  Hiftory. 

M.  Aurelius  is,  by  the  ancients,  reckoned  the  bcft  prince 
that  ever  governed  the  empire,  and  his  reign  commonljr 
ftyled  the  Golden  Age;  for  he  verified  the  faying  which 
he  had  borrowed  of  Plato,  and  had  often  in  his  mouthy 
that  ftaics  would  be  happy  when  princes  were  philofo- 


hcar  him  while  he  inftru6ted  the 
Athenian  youth  in  the  princi- 
ples of  ihe  Platonic  philofophy 
( 1 ) .  He  publiHied  feveral  works, 
one  among  the  red,  (hewing  the 
difference  between  the  do£trine 
of  Plato,  and  that  of  Ariftotlc. 
Aulus  Gellius  quotes  a  treatife 
written  by  him  on  anger,  and 
the  firfl  book  of  his  comments 
upon  Plato's  Gorgias  ( 2 ) .     Te- 
lephus,  who  inltruded  L.  Ve- 
rus  in  the  Greek  tongue,  was 
born  in  Pergamus,  and  wrote  a 
book  on  the  rhetoric  of  Homer  j 
another  on  the  perfeft  agree- 
ment between^  that  poet  and 
Plato ;  the  lives  of  fuch  poets 
as  had  written  comedies  and  tra- 
gedies ;      inftrudtions    on    the 
choice  of  books;  adefcriptionof 
Pergamus,  with  the  hiftory  ofits 
kings  and  laws ;  an  account  of 
the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  Athens; 
and  a  collection  of  epithets  (3). 
Claudius  Maximus  was  by  birth 
aTyrian,  and  one  of  M.  Aure- 
lius's  preceptors,  whom  he  in- 
ftru(5ted  in  the  principles  of  the 
Stoics,     He  publiihed    feveral 
philofophical  pieces,   and  dif- 
courfes  on  the  Platonic  philofo- 
phy, which  have  reached  our 
times,  and  are   defervedly  ef- 
teemed  by  th^  learned.     We 
have  already  mentioned  Apol- 
Jonius  the  Stoic,  who  wasf  an- 
other of  M,  Aurelius 'S  precep- 
tors, and  whom  that  prince  went 


frequently  to  hear,  even  after 
he  was  raifed  to  the  empire. 
Ptolemy,  the  celebrated  aftro- 
logerand  geographer,  flouriflicd 
under  Adrian  and  Antoninus. 
Suidas  writes,  that  he  was  born 
in    Alexandria;     but    Voflius 
maintains,  that  he  was  a  nadve 
of  Pelufium,   and  fuppofed  to 
have  been  an  Alexandrian,  bc- 
caufe  he  made  his  aftronomicai 
obfervations   in   that  city  (4). 
Sulpitius   Apollinaris,    a  cele- 
brated    grammarian,     is  often 
mentioned  by  Aulus   Grellius, 
who  fecms  to  have  entermned 
a   great   opinion   of    him  (5). 
Some  of  his  obfervations  upon 
Terence  have  reached  our  times 
(6).     M.  Cornelius  Fronto  is 
extolled  by  the  ancients,  as  one 
of  the  beft  orators  of  his  age, 
and    by  fome  compared   with 
Cicero,    Aulus  Gellius  tells  us, 
that  he  never  vilited  him,  which 
he  did  frequently  while  he  was 
very  young,  v^ithout   profiting 
much  by  hjs  inftru6tions  (7). 
In  Adrian's  time  he  was  efleem- 
ed  the  moft  eloquent  orator  of 
that  age,  and  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed  by  Antoninus   to  in- 
ftru6t  Mf  Aurelius  and  L.Ve- 
rus    in  Latin   eloquence.    M. 
Aurelius  valued  him   above  all 
his  preceptors,  caufed  a  ftatuc 
to  be  erected  to  him  in  Rome, 
and  honoured  him  with  the  cop- 
filial^ dignity  (8). 


(i)  Aul.  Gel,  lib,  xviii.  cap.  10.  (t)  Ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.6,  lib.  v?. 
cap.  14.  (3)  Suid.  p,  897.  (4)  Vofl:  Hift.  Grjec.  lib.  iv.  cap,  17. 
(5)  Aul.  Gel.  lib.  iv.  cap.  17,  lib.  xiii,  cap,  17,  &c.  •  (6)  Vide 

(Jalvif.  an,  163,    (7)  Gel.  lib.  \u  cap,  a6.        (8?  Ji ' 
p.»3t 


(8)  Jul.  Cap.  in  Aurel. 
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pliers'.  He  was  of  the  Annian  family,  which  fome  writers  His  extnw 
derive  from  Numa  Pompilius.  However  that  be,  it  iscer-  tion,f>re-^ 
tain,  that  his  great-grandfather,  Annius  Vcrus,  originally  fi^^^^^ 
of  Succubae,  a  city  of  Baetica  in  Spain,  was  the  firft  fenator 
of  the  Annian  family,  and  afterwards  created  praetor^  His 
fon  was  raifed  by  Vefpaiian  to  the  rank  of  a  patrician,  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Rome,  and  honoured  twice  with  the 
confulfhip.  He  had  three  children,  Annius  Verus,  the  fa- 
ther of  M.  Aurelius ;  Annius  Libo,  who  was  conful ;  and 
Annia  Galeria  Fauftina,  who  was  married  to  the  emperor 
Antoninus  Ptus.  Annius  Verus  married  Domitia  Calvilla, 
called  alfo  Lucilla,  the  daughter  of  CalviGus  Tullus,  who 
had  been  twice  conful,  and  had  by  her  M.  Aurelius,  and  a 
daughter  named  Annia  Comificia.  M.  Aurelius  was  bom  in 
Rome,  during  his  grandfather's  fecond  confulfhip,  on  the  26th 
of  April,  in  the  year  121.  His  firft  name  was  Catilius  Sevc- 
rus,  that  of  his  mother's  grandfather,  who  had  been  gover- 
nor of  Rome  and  twice  conful.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
who  died  in  his  praetorfhip,  he  was  adopted  by  his  grandfa- 
ther, M.  Annius  Verus,  and  aiTumed  his  name.  The  emperor 
Adrian  ufed  to  call  him  M.  Annius  Veriflimus,  on  account 
of  his  great  fincerity;  and,  under  that  name,  Juftin  the 
.Martyr  addreffes  him  in  his  fecond  Apology.  When  he  was 
adopted  by  Antoninus,  he  took  the  names  of  M.  ^lius  Au- 
relius Verus,.  the  appellation  of  Aurelius  being  peculiar  to 
the  family  of  Antoninus,  and  that  of  jSlius  to  the  family 
of  Adrian,  into  which  Antoninus  had  been  adopted.  Upon 
his  acceffion  to  the  empire  he  transferred  the  name  of  Verus 
to  L.Commodus,  his  brother  by  adoption,  and  took  for 
himfelf  that, of  Antoninus  ;  but  is  generally  diftinguifhed 
from  his  predeceffor,  either  by  the  praenomen  of  Marcus^^ 
or  the  furname  of  Philofophus ;  which  was  given  him  by 
the  unanimous  confent  of  hiftorians,  and  not  by  any  public 
aft  or  decree  of  the  fenate  *. 

He  was  from  his  tender  years  brought  up  by  the  emperor  Hhedmmm 
Adrian,  whom  Dio  Caffiu«  calls  his  kinfman.  That  prince  ''^** 
would  havq  willingly  adopted,  and  appointed  him  his  fuc- 
ceflbr ;  but  chofe  in  his  room,  as  he  was  then  too  young, 
'  T.  Antoninus,  who  had  married  his  aunt,  obliging  him  to 
adopt  his  nephew.  Annius  Verus,  his  grandfather,  com- 
mitted the  care  of  his  education,  while  he  was  an  infant, 
to  a  matron,  who  lived  in  his  houfe  5  but  M.  Aurelius 
thanks  the  gods  that  he  was  but  a  fliort  while  under  her 

•  Dlo,  lib.  Ixxi.  p.  815.    Jul.  Cap.  in  M.  Aur.  p.  33.  f  Dio, 

iib.jxix.  p*    797.    Jul.  Cap.  in  M.  Aur.    Juftm.  Apol.  ii.    Grut. 
p.  300. 
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tuition";  for  Adrian,  taking  him  from  bis  grandfather, 
brought  him  up  in  the  palace,  employing  the  greateft  men 
of  that  age  to  inftru£l  him  in  every  branch  of  literature. 
He  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  philofc^hy  under  the  ce- 
lebrated fophift  Apollonius  Sextus  of  Chaeronea,  Plutarch's 
nephew,  Junius  Rullicus,  Claudius  Maximus,  Cinfia  Ca- 
tullus, and  Claudius  Severus;  to  that  of  eloquence  under 
Herodes  Atticus,  and  M.  Cornelius  Fronco;  and  to  th« 
ftudy  of  the  law  under  L.  Volufius  Metianus,  or,  as  fome 
ft  vie  him,  Maecianus,  the  moft  learned  civilian  of  that  age. 
M»  Aurelius .  is  faid  to  have  excelled  in  all  tbefe  branches 
of  learning,  and  to  have  been  one  of  the  greateft  .orators, 
philofophers,  and  civilianSi  of  his  time*  He  delighted 
chiefly  in  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  and  was  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  tenets  and  principles  of  the  different  fefls. 
When  he  was  but  twelve  years  old,  he  entered  himfelf. 
among  the  philofophers,  wore  their  habit,  and  pradiifedall 
their  aufterities,  lying  on  the  ground.,  fafting,  and  ab- 
ftaining  from  fevcral  kinds  of  meat.  He  fliewed,  even  after 
he  was  emperor,  great  refpe£i  to  thofe  who  had  inftruded 
him,  efpecially  to  Junius  Rufticus,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken 
in  our  notes ;  tranfaded  nothing  without  his  advice }  fa^ 
luted  him  always  before  the  captains  of  the  guards  |  raifed 
him  twice  to  the  confulfliip  }  and,  after  his  death,  prevaiieJ 
upon  the  fenate  to  decree  him  a  ftatue.  He  exprefTed  no 
Jefs  gratitude  and  veneration  towards  his  other  mailers, 
keeping  in  his  clofet  their. images  in  gold,  viGting  fre^ 
quently  their  fepulchres,  and  adorning  them  with  crowns, 
viftims,  and  flowers. 

His  great  application  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  and  the 
aufterities  he  praftifed,  impaired  his  health  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  he  became  very  weak  and  infirm,  though  namr* 
ally  of  a  robuft  conftitution  ^.  As  he  led  a  very  regular 
life,  he  lived,  notwithftanding  his  bad  health,  almoft  to 
the  age  of  fixty,  and  performed  great  things,  applying  him- 
felf to  the  difpatch  ol  bufincfs  with  great  care  and  affidoity* 
He  had  a  great  diflike  to  all  foits  of  (hews,  fports,  and  di- 
verfions,  being  naturally  grave  and  ferious ;  but  nevcrthep 
lefs  appeared  at  thepi  fometimes,  that  he  might  not  fee© 
to  condemn  thofe  who  frequented  them.  He  ufed,  whik 
be  was  emperor,  to  read,  write,  or  talk  to  his  minifters 
about  public  aflPairs,  during  the  whole  tiime  of  the  fports ; 
for  which  practice  he  was  often  rallied  by  the  populacti 
but  defpifed  their  far^cafms  \     When  he  was  but  fixteen  he 

»  M.  Aur.  de  f«p.  lib.  i.  cap.  14.'  ^  Jul.  Cap.  in  M.  Aar. 

M.  Anton.  Jib.  i.  cap.  3.  >  Jul.  Cap.  p.  23. 

made 
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.macfe  over  bis  paternal  eftate  to  his  (ifter,  faying,  that  his 
grandfather's  eftate  was  enough  for  him..  Adrian  adopted 
Antoninus  Pius,  upon  condition  that  he  ihould  adopt  M. 
Aurelius,  at  that  time  eighteen  years  old,  and  L.  Commo- 
dusy  who  was  only  in  the  feventh  or  eighth  year  of  bis  age» 
but  already  Adrian's  grandfon  by  adoption,  being  the  fon 
of  Jl«.  i£lius  C^efar.  M.  Aurelius  was  fo  far  from  being 
elated  with  his  new  dignity,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  courd 
not  help  betraying  great  uneafinefs  and  concern,  telling 
thofe  who  came  to  congratulate  him  upon  his"  promotloa, 
that  they  knew  not  how  difficult  and  dangerous  a  thing  it 
was  to  command  ^.  Adrian  had  betrothed  to  him,  when  he 
was  but  fifteen,  the  daughter  of  L.  Veros  Caefar,  named, 
as  is  commonly  believed,  Fabia ;  and  appointed,  that  An- 
toninus fhould  beftow  his  daughter,  Annia  Fauftina,  on 
young  Lucius.  But,  upon  the  death  of  Adrian,  Antoni- 
nus propofed  a  match  between  his  daughter  and  M.  Aure- 
lius, who  agreed  to  it,  married  her  fome  years  after,  and 
had  a  daughter  by  her  named  Lucilla,  who  was  wedded  to 
L.  Verus  in  164,  and  afterwards  to  Pompeianus  (Z). 

Antoninus  having  declared  M.  Aurelius  his  fucceiTor, 

and  recommended  to  him  the  empire  and  his  daughter,  in 

the  prefence  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  court,  the  fenate^ 

'   as  foon  as  he  expired,  obliged  M.  Aurelius  to  accept  the 

fovereignty,  and  take  upon  him  the  management  of  affiurs, 

without  even  mentioning  L.  Verus,  who  was  Ukewife  the 

ion  of  Antoninus  by  adoption,  but  very  different  in  his  tern* 

per  and  condu£l  both  frpm  his  father  and  brother.   He  was 

entirely  abandoned  to  debauchery,  and  more  inclined-  to 

tread  in  the  footfteps  of  Nero  and  Caligula  than  to  imitate 

the  virtues  of  T.  Antoninus  and  M.  Aurelius  '.  Antoninus, 

well  acquainted  with  his  temper^  had  liever  invefted  him 

with  any  power,  nor  even  conferred  upon  him  the  title  of 

Cs^far.    However,  M.  Aurelius  immediately  deckred  him 

y  Jul.  Cap.  p.  94.        2.  Jul.  Cap.  in  M.  Aur.  p.  15.  &  in  Ver.  p.  3^* 

(Z)  He    had  feveral  other  peror,    Antoninus    Gcminus, 

daughters  by  her,    of  whom  Severus,  or  rather  Verus,  ftyled, 

three  were  alive  in  the  year  on  fome  medals,  Annius  Ve- 

ic}3,  and  one  was  put  to  death  rus,    T.   Aurelius  Anmninus, 

by  Caracalla  in  212.      Annia  and  T.  ^lius  Aurelios,   Com- 

Fauftina  brought  him  likewife  modus  and  Antoninus  Gemrniis 

icverU  fons,  to  wit,  Commo-  were  twins  (i). 
dtts,  who  was  afterwards  em- 

(?)  Jul.  Cap.  in  Aar<  k  in  L.  Ver.  p.  19-    Herodiaa.  lib*  i.  p.  46. 
&  lib.  iv.  p.  546.  ^ 
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not  only  Cxfar,  but  Auguftus,  and  his  partner  in  tlie  f<r- 
vcreign  power  ;  fo  that  Rome  faw  herfelf,  for  the  firft  time, 
governed  by  two  fovereigns.  As  they  were  at  the  fame 
time  confuls,  this  year,  the  163d  of  the  Chriftian  aera,  b 
diftinguiflied  in  the  fafti,  and  infcriptions,  by  the  confulate 
of  thetwo  Augufti*.  Aurelius,  in  raifing  Lucius  to  the 
empiie,  gave  him  the  name  of  Verus;  fo  that  he  was 
henceforth  called  Lucius  Verus,  inftead  of  Lucius  Com- 
modus:  he  added  that  of  Antoninus,  which  he  himfelf 
aiTumed,  whence  he  is  (lyled,  in  mod  ancient  infcriptions, 
M.  Aurclius  Antoninus  **.  The  two  emperors  proceeded 
from  the  feiiate  to  the  camp  of  the  praetorian  guards,  where 
they  promifed  the  foldiers  a  bounty  of  twenty  thoufand 
fefterces,  M.  Aurelius  fpeaking  for  both.  They  performed 
afterwards,  with  great  pomp,  the  funeral  of  their  deceafed 
father,  caufcd  him  to  be  ranked  among  the  gods,  and  infti- 
tuted  a  new  college  of  priefts,  called  Aureliani,  or  Aurc- 
lian  priefts.  They  both  governed  with  great  mildnefs  and 
unity,  Lucius  conducing  himfelf  rather  a§  Aurelius's  lieu- 
tenant than  his  partner  in  the  fovercignty.  Their  admi- 
niftration  was  fuch,  that  no  one  had  occafion  to  regret  the 
lofs  of  Antoninus,  whofe  juft  meafures  were  purnied  by 
both  princes.  That  their  union  might  be  the  more  lading, 
M  Aurelius  betrothed  his  daughter  Lucilla  to  L.  Verus; 
and  on  that  folemnity  both  princes  added  a  great  number 
of  children  to  thofe  who  were  fupplied  with  com  at  the 
public  expence. 

But  the  tranquility  and  happinefs,  MJ^hich  Rome  and  the 
whole  empire  enjoyed  under  the  two  fovereigns,  was 
foon  interrupted  by  a  dreadful  inundation  of  the  Tiber, 
which  happened  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year, 
when  Rufticus  and  Aquilinus  were  confuls :  it  overturned 
many  private  houfes  and  public  buildings  in  the  city,  car- 
ried away  great  numbers  of  people  and  cattle,  and  laid  un- 
der water  the  neighbouring  country  to  a  great  diftance. 
This  inundation  was  followed  by  earthquakes,  conflagra- 
tions in  feveral  provinces,  and  a  general  infeflion  of  the 
fiir,  which  produced  an  infinite  number  of  infefts,  that 
deftroyed  what  the  flood  had  fpared,  and  occafioned  a  fa- 
mine in  Rome.  Thefe  calamities  were  in  great  meafure 
alleviated  by  the  care  and  prefence  of  the  two  emperors, 
who,  at  their  own  expence,  fupplied  the  diftreflfed  city  with 
corn,  and  made  good  the  loffes  fuftained  by  individuals ^ 
At  the  fame  time  the  Parthian  war  broke  out,  the  Catti 
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made  irruptions  Into  Germany  and  Rhaetla,  and  the  Briton9 
began  to  revolt.  Calpurnius  Agricola  was  difpatched  againft 
the  latter,  and  Aufidius  Vi£torinus  took  the  field  againft 
the  Catti ;  but  it  was  thought  proper  that  L.  Verus  fhould 
inarch  in  perfon  againft  the  Parthians,  while  M.  Aurelius 
continued  at  Rome,  where  his  prefence  was  judged  necef- 
fary.  The  good  emperor  was  not  difpeafed  to  have  fuch  a 
fpecious  pretence  for  removing  his  colleague  from  Rome^ 
hoping  that  a  warlike  life  would  give  him  a  diilafte  to  the 
idle  amufements  and  debaucheries  of  the  town ;  but  he  was 
greatly  difappointed,  as  we  (hall  fee  hereafter.  What  fuc- 
ccfs  atended  Agricola  and  Vi£torinus  we  are  not  here  told. 
AlV  w^e  ki^ow  of  the  wars  with  thefe  nations  is,  that  Didius 
Julianus,  who  reigned  after  Pertinax,  is  faid  to  have  over- 
come the  Chauci»  and  likewife  the  Catti,  who  had  made 
inroads  into  the  Roman  dominions.  The  war  in  Britain 
muft  have  likewife  lafted  ^  long  time  ;  for  it  was  not  ended 
eight  years  after,  when  that  of  the  Marcomanni  broke 
out  \ 

As  for  the  Parthians,  they  were  at  this  time  governed  by  ^*  Par^ 
Vologefes,  probably  the  fon  of  Cofrhoes,  who  reigned  in  the  '^'^"'  ^'' 
times  oifTrajan  and  Adrian.  Antoninus  had  refufed  to  reftorc  ^       '^^^* 
"  the  golden  throne,  which  had  been  fcized  by  Adrian.  Thisre- 
fufal  perhaps  occafioned  the  war  5  for,  before  Antoninus  died, 
the  Parthian  had  made  great  preparations,  and,  foon  after 
his  death,  appeared  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  a  formidable 
army  *.     Great  difturbances,  of  which  we  find  but  a  very  Dyiurh- 
confufed  account  in  the  ancients,  happened  likewife  at  this  ^^^^t  if 
time  in  Armenia,  raifed,  in  all  likelihood,  and  fomented,  ^rmenim. 
ty  the  king  of  Parthia.     Sohemus  king  of  Armenia  was 
driven  from  the  throne,  and  the  king  of  the  Henochii,  a 
people  dwelling  between  the  Cafpian  and  Euxine  feas,  was 
killed  by  a  petty  prince,  named  Tiridates,  who  was  after- 
wards taken  prifoner  by  the  Romans,  and  by  M.  Aurelius 
confined  to  Britain  ^     Severinus,  a  native  of  Gaul,  and  A  whoU 
governor  of  Cappadocia,  having  entered  Armenia  at  the  Roman 
head  of  feveral  legions,  was  attacked  by  the  Parthians  near  ^''^  ^'f* 
a  place  called  Elegia,  and  cut  off  with  all  his  troops :  we  p^rtLams^ 
are  told,  that  not  a  fingle  perfon  of  the  whole  army  efcaped 
the  general  flaughter.    Dio  Caflius  afcribes  the  victory  to 
Vologefes ;  but  he  obtained  it  by  the  valour  of  Ofrhoes,  or, 
asLucian  calls  him,  Othryades,  who  commanded  the  army, 
and  was,  in  all  likelihood,  fome  prince  of  the  royal  family 
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of  Parthiaj  on  whom  Vologefes  intended  to  beftow  the 
crown  of  Armenia  «. 

Vologefes,  elated  with  this  viftory,  entered  Syria  at  the 
head  of  a  very  numerous  army,  committing  dreadful  ra^- 
yages  both  in  that  province  and  in  Cappadocia,  w^hich  he 
likewife  invaded,  after  having  defeated  Attidius  Cornelia- 
nus,  who  commanded  in  Syria.  Againft  fo  formidable  aa 
enemy,  it  was  judged  proper,  that  one  of  the  empemrs 
ihould  march  in  perfon ;  and  accordingly  L.  Verus  depart- 
ed from  Rome  this  year  for  Syria.  M.  Aurelius  accompa- 
nied him  to  Capua,  whence  he  was  fcarce  returned  to 
Rome,  when  he  was  informed,  that  his  colleague  had  been 
fcized  at  Canofa  with  a  violent  diftemper,  occafioned  by 
the  debaucheries  and  diforders  to  which  he  had  abandoned 
himfelf  on  the  road  :  for  the  luxurious  prince,  inftead  of 
purfuing  his  march  with  all  poffible  expedition,  to  fave 
Syria,  which  was  over-run  by  the  Parthians,  and  ready  to 
revolt  from  Rome,  loitered  in  all  the  cities  in  his  route, 
fpending  his  time  in  banquets  and  revels,  and  plunging 
himfelf  into  the  mod  infamous  debaucheries.  Upon  the 
news  of  his  illnefs,  M.  Aurelius  caufed  vows  and  iacriikes 
to  be  offered  for  his  recovery,  and  took  a  fecond  journey  to 
fee  him.  When  he  began  to  recover,  M.  Aurelius  return- 
ed to  Rome ;  and  L.  Verus  foon  after  purfued  his Journeyi 
pafling  over  into  Greece,  and  from  thence  into  Afia,  Para- 
phylia,'and  Cilicia.  As  he  (lopped  in  every. place  that 
could  afford  him  any  kind  of  diverfion,  he  arrived,  when 
the  year  was  already  far  advanced,  in  Syria  *,  and,  choofing 
Antioch  for  the  place  of  his  refidence,  abandoned  himfeff 
to  all  manner  of  lewdnefs  and  debauchery,  while  the  offi- 
cers, who  commanded  under  him,  carried  on  the  war. 
Thefe  were  Statius  Prifcus,  Avidius  CafTius,  Martius  Verus, 
Saturninus,  Pronto,  and  Tatianus,  all  peflfons  of  great  ex- 
perience, and  efteemed  the  beft  commanders  of  tnat  age. 
As  for  the  emperor  Verus,  he  was  fo  ingroffed  with  nis 
pleafures  and  diverfions,  that,  though  the  war  lafted  four 
years,  he  never  once  appeared  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
which  confifted  of  the  flower  of  the  Roman  troops ;  but 
wallowed  in  all  manner  of  lewdnefs  at  Antioch,  iUaphne, 
and  Laodicea,  while  his  officers  were  fignaJizing  themfelvcs 
in  the  field  *.  All  we  know  of  this  war  is,  that  many  great 
exploits  were  performed  in  Armenia,  Syria,  Mefopotamia, 
Media,  and  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tygris^  that  the  Ro- 

.    eLucian*  Pr^vid.  p.  4^5.  &  Hi  ft.  p.  347.  h  Jul.  Cap.  iji  M. 
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mans  bcficged  Edcfla  in  the  province  of  Ofrhoene,.  and 
gained  many  fignal  vi£lorics  ;  that  Ofrhocs  was  once  forced 
to    fevc  himfelf  by  fwimming  crofs  the  Tigris ;  that  the  The  Par* 
Parthians  received  a  dreadful  overthrow  at  Europa,  a  city  fhiaas 
of  Syria,  on  the  Euphrates,  a  little  below  Zeugma ;  and  ^*^^^' 
that  finally,  Ofrhoes^  who  commanded  the  Parthian  troops,  '*''•'«"'• 
havrng  loft  his  army,  was  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf  in  a 
cave. 

WTiile  L,  Verus  indulged  in  all  forts  of  pleafures  at  An- 
tioch,  M.  Aurelius  made  it  his  whole  ftudy  to  reform,  by 
his  example,  and  wholefome  laws,  the  manners  of  the  Ro- 
Ihans,  to  redrefs  abufes,  to  reward  the  virtuous,  and  reclaim 
the    vicious  rather  by  gentle  means  than  feverlty.     The  Romekap* 
people  enjoyed,   under  his  mild   adminiftration,  all  the  py  ««^'' 
blemqgs  of  libaty ;  and  were  no  lefs  free  than  their  an-  ^*  ^^^*' 
ceftors  had  been  in  the  beft  times  of  the  republic.    He  paid 
a  greater  deference  to  the  fenate  than  Antoninus  himfelf 
had  ever  done,  referring  to  that  body  the  decifion  of  fuch 
caufes  as  belonged  to  his  own  tribunal,  and  undertaking  no- 
thing without  their  advice ;  to  which  he  chearfully  fubmit- 
ted.     He  never  failed  attending  the  fenate,  delivering  his 
opinion  there  like   a  private   fenator.    He  adminiftered  Vudi- 

J*uftic«  in  perfon  with  great  afliduity  and  impartiality;  *'**p^*' 
icard  with  patience  fuch  as  complained  of  his  minifters  5  f^^J^^, 
and  endeavoured  as  far  as  was  confident  with  equity,  to 
latisfy  all  thofe  who  had  recourfe  to  his  judgment.  He  fuf- 
fered  no  criminal  to  be  condemned  or  executed,  till  he  had 
examined  with  great  care  and  attention  the  charge,  and 
heard  what  the  perfon  accufed  could  allege  in  his  defence. 
He  was  naturally  inclined  to  mercy ;  but  neverthelefi 
punifhe4  fuch  as  were  guilty  of  any  enormous  crime  with 
the  utmoft  rigour.  However,  we  have  innumerable  i»- 
ftances  of  his  clemency,  and  very  few  of  his  feverity. 

In  the  following  year  L.  jElianus,  or  Laelianua,  and  Pa^  Artaxata 
ftot,  being  confuls,  Statins  Prifcus  made  himfelf  matter  of  taken  ly 
Artaxata,  and  a  place  called  The  New  City,  which  foon  ^'J^*' 
became  the  firft  city  of  Armenia.    Prifcus  being  foon  after  *"""" 
fent  againft  the  Parthians,  Martins  Verus  took  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  troops  in  Armenia.    Partly  by  force, 
partly  by  his  wife  condu£b  and  conciliating  behaviour,  he 
prevailed  upon  the  Armenians  to  fubmit  to  the  Romtins,  ^^^ 
and  to  reftore  Sohemus  to  the  throne,  who,  being  expelled  ^^    ^L 
by   Vologefes,   had  refided  fome   time  at  Rome,    been 
created  a  fenator,  arid  honoured  with  a  confulfhip  ^.     On 
feveral  medals  of  thils^  year  mention  is  made  of  the  redu£Uon 
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of  Armenia  by  Verus^  who,  in  fome  infcrlptionsj  is  faid 
to  have  given  a  king  to  Armenia  ^  Though  he  had  no 
fliare  in  that  conqueft ;  yet  the  fenate  diftinguiflied  both 
him  and  M.  Aurelius  with  the  title  of  Armeniacus,  and  both 
aflumed  this  year  that  of  imperator,  doubtlefs  for  the  re« 
du£tion  of  Armenia. 

Next  year,  when  Macrinius  and  Celfus  were  confuls,  M, 
Aurelius  fent  his  daughter  Lucilla  into  Syria,  to  be  married 
to  L.  Verus,  to  whom  ihe  had  been  for  fome  time  betroth- 
ed. She  was  attended  by  her  fifter  Cornificia,  by  Civica 
Pompeianus,  uncle  to  L.  Verus  bj  the  father,  and  many 
other  perfons  of  difl:in£tion.  M.  Aurelius  would  have 
willingly  accompanied  her  in  perfon  into  theEaft ;  but  parted 
with  her  at  BrunduCum,  and  returned  to  Rome,  that  he 
might  not  feem  to  aflume  to  himfelf  the  glory  of  finifhing 
the  Parthian  war  ".  In  the  fourth  year  of  M,  Aurelius's 
reign,  Gavius  Orfitus  and  L.  Arrius  Pudens  being  confuls, 
Vologefes,  having  attacked  the  Romans  at  the  head  of  a 
very  numerous  army,  was  totally  defeated  by  Caflius  \  who, 
purfuing  the  advantages  of  his  viflory,  advanced  to  Ctefi- 
phon,  took  that  city,  and  laid  the  palace  of  the  Parthian 
monarchs  in  afhes.  He  likewife  fubdued  Edefla,  Babylon, 
and  all  Media.  The  city  of  Seleucia  on  the  Tigris  opened 
its  gates  to  him,  and  received  the  Romans  as  friends ;  but 
neverthelefs  CalTius  ordered  the  inhabitants,  to  the  number 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  to  be  inhumanly  maflacred, 
and  the  city  to  be  entirely  deftroyed.  On  his  return,  he  Io(t 
great  numbers  of  his  men,  who  died  of  diftempers,  or  pe- 
riflied  for  want  of  provifions  ".  For  thefe  fuccefles  the  fenate 
beftowed  on  L.  Verus,  though  he  had  never  moved  from 
Antioch,  the  glorious  title  of  the  Conqueror  of  the 
Parthians  and  Medes,  as  appears  from  feveral  ancient  in- 
ifcriptions  and  medals  of  this  and  the  following  year  ^.  The 
war  being  ended,  Lucius  Verus  appointed  kings  over  the 
foreign  nations  which  had  fubmitted  to  Rome  $  and  left  the 
fenators,  who  had  attended  him,  governors  of  the  Roman 
provinces. 

Next  year,  Q^Servilius  Pudens  and  L.  Fufidius  Poliio 
being  confuls,  L.  Verus  returned  to  Rome,  which  he  en- 
tered in  triumph  with  M.  Aurelius,  who  took  his  children 
with  him  in  the  triumphal  chariot.  The  title  of  Parthicus 
was  given  by  the  fenate  to  both  emperors,  and  both  aflum- 
ed that  of  Father  of  their  Country,  which  M.  Aurelius  had 
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declined  till  the  return  of  his  brother.     L.  Verus,  after  his 
triumph,  intreated,  that  the  title  of  Caefar  might  be  con- 
ferred on  the  two  fons  of  M.  Aurelius,  to  wit,  Commodus 
and  Annius  Verus  $  who  accordingly  received  that  mark  of 
diftinftion  on  the  twelfth  of  Oftober.     The  return  of  L.  Adrtadfui 
Verus  proved  fatal  to  the  whole  world ;  for  he  carried  the  f^Z^, 
plague  into  all  the  provinces  through  which  he  paffed  ;  fo  ^JJ^'^,^ 
that  the  infeftion  not  only  fpread  through  Italy,  but  ex-  nnnces  of 
tended  to  the  mod  diftant  countries  that  were  fubjedl  to,  or  th  impirei 
had  any  communication  with  Rome,  or  the  Romans  (A). 
M.  Aurelius  caufed  fuch  of  the  Roman  people  as  died,  to  be 
buried  at  his  own  expence ;  and  enacted  fome  wholefome 
laws  concerning  burials  and  fepulchres,  which  were  in  force 
in  Dioclefian's  time  P.   The  plague  was  followed  by  a  dread-  and  U  fit- 
ful  famine,  by  earthquakes,  inundations,  and  other  cala-  ^oy^dby 
mities.     At  the  fame  time  the  Marcomanni,  one  of  the  ^{^^l^ 
tnoft  warlike  nations  in  Germany,   invaded  the  empire,  guakcs,' 
having  firft  drawn  into  their  alliance  all  the  barbarous  na-  &c* 
tions  which  bordered  on  the  Roman  dominions,  from  Gaul 
to  lUyricum;  namely,  the  Narifci,  the  Hermonduri,  the 
Quadi,  the  Suevians,  the  Sarmatians,  the  Vi£l:ova]es,  Ro- 
xolani,  Bafternae,  Coftobochi,  Alani,  Vandali,  lazyges,  and 
feveral  other  nations. 

This  war,  which,  by  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  is  Yr.  ©f  Fl. 
called  one  of  the  greateft  Rome  ever  fuftaincd,  was  begun      1516. 
while  the  flower  of  the  Roman  troops  were  employed  in  A.  D.  16J. 
the   Eaft  againft  the  Parthians  5  but  fufpended   for  fome  ^'  ^'  ^'^- 
time  by  the  addrefs  of  the  commanders  on  the  frontiers,  ffr^^^^j^ 
that  Rome  might  not  be  at  the  fame  time  engaged  in  two  /^  jj^ar* 
fuch  dreadful  conteits.     The  affairs  of  the  £a(l  were  no  cnHoxmU 
fooner  fettled,  and  L.  Verus  returned  to*Rome,  than  Kf .  - 
Aurelius  acquainted  the  fenate,  that  a  war  with  the  Mar- 

p  Jul.  Cap.  in  M.  Aur.  p.  »S.    Orof.  lib.  vii.  cap,  15. 

(A)  Wc  are  told  by  Ammj-  parts  of  the  world  ( i ) ;  but  thofe, 

anus    Marcellinus,    that    this  who  wrote  at  this  very  time,  ^ 

plague  firft  broke  out  at  Seleu-  and  before  the  infection  reach- 

cia,  where  the  foldiers,  pi  Hag-  ed  the  provinces  of  the  Roman 

ing  the  temple  of  Apollo,  found  empire,  affure  us,  that  it  began 

a   little    golden   coffer  under-  in   Ethiopia,   and  was  thence 

.ground,    which,     upon    their  carried  into  Egypt,  and  from 

opening    it,     emitted    fuch    a  Egypt  into  the  country  of  the 

peftilential  air,  as  immediately  Parthians,  where  it  infedled  L. 

mfcdled  the  neighbouring  coun-  Verus's  army  (2). 
tiy,  and  foon  fpread  into  moft 
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comanni  was  inevitable,  and  of  fuch  confequencCf  tbat  it 
required  the  prefence  of  both  emperors  ;  for  M.  Aureliiu 
was  unwilling  to  commit  the  whole  management  of  the 
war  to  Verus,  judging  him  unfit  to  condu^  it  with  fuc- 
ccfs  5  and,  4>n  the  other  hand,  dreading  to  leave  him  at 
Rome,  where  he  began  to  be  daily  more  and  more  defpifed, 
for  his  enormous  debaucheries.  The  fenate  approved  hi» 
propofal ;  fo  that  both  emperors,  after  having  offered  an  in- 
finite number  of  facrifices,  and  implored,  by  all  forts  of  ce- 
remonies, both  foreign  and  Roman,  the  proteftion  of  the 
gods,  left  Rome  about  the  clofe  of  the  year,  in  their  mili- 
tary drefs,  and  haftened  to  Aquileia,  to  make  the  neceflary 
preparations  for  taking  the  field  early  in  the  (pring^. 

The  next  confuls  were  the  emperor  L.  Verus  the  third 
time,  and  M.  Quadratus,  nephew  to  the  emperor  Antoninus 
Pius.  In  the  Ipring  the  two  emperors  took  the  field,  and 
their  approach  ftruck  the  enemy  with  fuch  terror,  that  they 
repafled  the  Danube,  and  even  put  the  authors  and  pro- 
moters of  the  war  to  death.  The  Quadi,  whofe  king,  was 
dead,  promifed  not  to  crown  the  perfon  whom  they  had 
chofen  in  his  room,  without  the  confent  and  approbation  of 
the  emperors.  Moft  of  the  nations,  who  had  tat^en  arms* 
difpatched  ambafladors  either  to  the  emperors,  or  their  ge- 
nerals, to  make  their  fubmiflion,  and  implore  pardon  for 
having  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  empire.  Verus,  who  had 
left  the  diverGons  of  the  city  much  againft  his  willj  and 
panted  after  them,  wiflied  to  return  immediately  to  Rome  ^ 
but  M.  Aurelius,  fufpefting  the  fmcerity  of  the  Barbarianst 
continued  fome  time  at  Aquileia,  fortifying  that  place  with 
new  works ;  then  pafled,  together  with  Verus,  the  neigh- 
bouring Alps;  provided  with  great  care  for  the  fafety  of 
Italy  and  lUyricum ;  and  returned  to  Rome  about  the  end 
of  this  year  ^  Apronianus  and  Faulus  being  confuls  the 
fecond  time,  the  war  feem^  to  have  broken  out  again  ;  for 
it  appears  from  feveral  ancient  infcriptions,  that  both 
princes  received  this  year  the  title  of  imperator;  which  was 
never  done  but  on  occafion  of  fome  fignal  fuccefs* :  and  in 
the  chronicle  of  Eufebius  we  read,  that,  the  Romans  gained 
this  year  an  important  viftory  over  the  Marcomanni,  Quadi, 
Sarmatians,  and  Dacians  ^  Next  year,  in  the  consulate  of 
Q^^Sofius  Prifcus  and  P.  Coelius  ApoUinaris,  the  Germans^ 
notwiihftanding  their  late  defeat,  renewed  the  war  with 
more  vigour  than  ever  5  infomuch  that  both  emperors  left 
Rome  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  ^returned  to  Aquileia^ 
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^th  a  defigtx  to  attack  the  Barbarians ;  but  the  plague  be-  but  rene^ 
ginning  to  rage  with  great  violence,  they  haftily  returned  the  <war 
to  the  metropolis*  As  they  were  travelling  on  the  road  in  '^/^'^  S^^^^ 
the  fame  chariot,  L.  Verus  was  feized  with  an  apoplexy  y'^^^^'  ,pj 
near  Altinum.  M.  Aureliua  caufed  him  to  be  immediately  ^^^^^ 
taken  out  of  the  carriage,  and  blooded  ;  by  which  means  A.  D.  171. 
he    brought  him   alive  to  Altinum,   where  he  lay  three  U.C.  919. 

days  fpcechlefs,  and  then   died,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine   r~ 

years,  having  reigned  eight,  and  fome  months  ".  M.  Aure-  ]^J^^^^ 
lius  conveyed  his  body  to  Rome ;  caufed  it  to  be  interred 
"With  extraordinary  pDmp  by  that  of  his  father  L.  Casfar,  in 
the  maufoleum  of  Adrian  ;  prevailed  upon  the  fenate,  not- 
withftanding  the  hatred  they  bore  him,  to  rank  him  among 
the  gods  \  appointed  him  prieils  and  facriiices ;  and  took 
particular  care  of  all  his  relations,  even  of  his  wicked 
and  debauched  freedmen,  whom,  however,  he  baniflied  the 
court,  retaining  only  one  of  that  herd,  named  £cle£his, 
who  afterWards  murdered  his  fon  Commodus,  as  we  Ihall 
relate  hereafter. 

L.  Verus  was  a  prince  entirely  abandoned  to  all  manned  tilstha* 
of  lewdnefs  and  debauchery.     He  pafled  his  whole  time  in  roBtr^ 
revels  and  banquets,  often  fcouring  the  ftreets  in  the  nighty  - 
and  committing  great  diforders  in  the  public-houfes  and 
ftews,  which  he  ufed  to  frequent  in  difguife,  and  mix  with 
the  mob,  by  whom  he  was  dfteh  roughly  handled.     During 
his  foUr  years  (lay  in  Syria,  he  was  fo  immerfed  in  plea-" 
fures,  and  lewd  amours,  that  he  was  with  difficulty  pre-^ 
vailed  Upon  by  his  officers  to  march  twice  to  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,,  whence  he  haftened  back  to  Daphne,  one 
oF  the  fuburbs  of  Antipch,  a  place  fo  infamous  fot  all  kind 
of  lewdnefs,  that  **  to  live  after  the  manner  of  Daphne/* 
was  -become  a  proverb  to  exprefs  the  moft  diflblute  and 
luxurious  way  of  living.     In,  that  place  Verus  abandoned  His de* 
himfelf,   without  reftraint,  to  all  forts  of  abominations^  baiicheria^ 
while  his  generals  were  carrying  on  the  war  againil  the  J'      • 
Parthians,  and  their  allies.     His  condufi:  gave  occafion  to  ^"^'^  '* 
inany  fevere  lampoons,  the  Antiochlans  being  greatly  ad^. 
di^ed  to  fatire ;  but  Verus  preferred  his  pleafures  to  his 
reputation  :  he  brought  with  him  out  of  Syria  a  great  num- 
ber of  comedians,  players,  and  bufFootis,  and  pafled  moft  of 
his  time  in  their  company^    Soon  after  his  return  to  Home, 
he  was  faid  to  have  fpent  at  one  entertainment  fix  millions 
of  fefterces ;  for  he  prefented  each  of  the  guefts,  who  wera 
twelve  in  number,  with  crowns  of  gold>  atld  with  ,all  the 

v>  Jul.  Cap.  in  M.  Aun  p.  zt^  k  in  Ver.  p.  39.    Galen,  frog,  torn* 
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eold  and  filver  plate,  great  part  of  which  was  adorned  wxiii 
jewels,  which  they  had  made  ufe  of  during  the  banquet^ 
and  likewife  with  golden  boxes  filled  with  precious  orna- 
ments ;  and,  at  their  pilrting,  he  beftowed  on  each  of  them 
a  chariot,  and   mules  richly  caparifoned,  to  carry  tbetn 
home.     He  turned  the  palace,  fays  the  writer  of  his  life, 
into  a  tavern »  for,  after  he  had  fupped  with  M;  AuretiuSt 
he  ufed  to  withdraw  to  his  own  company,  and  pafs  the 
whole  night  in  drinking  with  his  debauched  companions, 
and  lewd  women^ 
His  fond'        ^^  ^*^  ^°  ^^"^  ®^  ^  horfe  named  Celer,  or  the  Swift, 
nifsfor  a    that  he  erefted  a  ftatue  to  him  in  gold,  fed  him  with  raifins 
kor/i.  and  almonds,  covered  him  with  purple,  ordered  him  to  be 

kept  in  a  room  of  the  palace,  and,  when  he  died,  dedicated 
a  nately  monument  to  his  memory  on  the  Vatican,    tie 
fuffered  his  flaves  to  be  as  free  with  htm  at  all  times,  as 
they   were  with  their  mafters,  according  to  the  Roman 
cuftom  during  the  feaft  of  Saturn ;  and  was  entirely  go- 
verned by  them,  his  freedmen,   and  his  concubines.     He 
built  a  magnificent  villa  on  the  Clodian  Way,  where  he 
fpent  moft  of  his  time  in  revelling  with  his  freedmen,  and 
fuch  women  as  were  infamous  for  their  Icwdnefs.    He  once 
invited  M.  Aurelius,  who  complied  with  his  invitation,  and 
ftaid  five  days  with  him,  hoping  to  reclaim  him  from  his 
vices  by  the  example  of  his  regular  and  blamelefs  condu£l; 
but,  finding  he  was  not  to  be  reformed,  the  good  emperor 
bore  with  him  patiently,  diflembled  his  diforders>  concealed 
them  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  and  even  endeavoured 
to  excufe  them.      However,  it  was  privately  whifpered 
abroad,   that  Verus's  horrible  cxccffes,  and  nis  arbitrary 
manner  of  proceeding  after  his  return  from  the  Eaft,  occa- 
fioned  a  niifunderftanding  between  him  and  M.  Aurelius, 
who  was  thought  to  have  intimated  in  his  Ipeech  to  the  fe- 
nate,  that  he  was  not  much  grieved  for  the  death  of  his 
colleague,  which  enabled  him  to  do  good  to  all  without 
controul  or  reftraint  j  and,  as  the  beft  of  princes  are  often 
M.  Auri'    nialicioufly  cenfured,  M.  Aurelius  was  faid  to  have  delivered . 
liur  is  faid  himfelf  from  fo  troublefdme  a  colleague,  either  by  poifon, 
by  fame  to    ©r  by  ordering  his  phyfician  Pofidippus  to  let  him  blood  at 

/^//  h '      ^^  improper  time  ^. 

ubemur-       ^'  Aurelius,  now  delivered  from  fo  vicious  and  troublc- 

titrgd.         fbme  a  partner,  made  it  his  whole  ftudy  to  oblige  all  with 

his  engaging  behaviout,  and  unbounded  generofity.    He 

feemed  to  txcA  not  only  his  predeceffdrs,  but  eveli  himfelf, 

governing  with  the  utmoft  moderation  and  mildnefs  *•  The 

^  Jul.  Cap.  p.  18—34.  X  Eutrop. 
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mpceiTary  preparatiohs  for  the  war  with  the  Marcoiiianm  M.  Aunli^ 
ingroffed  at  this  time  his  whole  care  and  attention.     Hie  uspnparet 
lieutenants  gained,  it  feems,  fpme  advantages  over  that  for-  ^^^^^Tt^^ 
Biidablc  enemy  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  cnfuing  yearj  ^^^^. 
while  M.  Cornelius  Cethegus,  and  Cf.  Erucius  Clarus  were  mannu 
confuls  5  for  foon  after  the  death  of  L.  Verus,  he  took  up* 
on  him  the  title  of  imperator,  as  appears  from  feveral  me- 
dals and  infcriptions^.     However,  the  Marcomanni  foon 
refufined  their  courage,  and  falling  upon  Vindex,  captain 
of  the  guards,   cut  both  him  and  mod:  of  his  army  in 
pieces  *.     After  this  viftory,  they  approached  .the  Roman 
territories,  where  they  were  met  by  the  flower  of  the  troops 
of  the  empire.    A  bloody  battle  enfued,  which  lafted  many  ^^  /?«• 
liours,  both  the  Romans  and  Barbarians  fighting  with  in-  ^^^jfl-A 
credible  courage  and  refolution  ;  but  at  length  the  Romans  oreat 
Mrere  utterly  defeated,  and  pat  to  flight,  after  having  loft  flaughtit^ 
near  twenty  thoufand  mem    The  Marcomanni  purfued  the 
fugitives  to  the  very  walls  of  Aquileia ;  which  city  they 
mufl:  have  taken,  had  not  the  Roman  generals  rallied  their 
men  with  aftonifhing  (kill  and  condu£):.     The  Barbarians 
entered  Italy  itfelf,  committing  every-where  moft  dreadful 
devaftatioQs  ■.     The  news  of  this  fatal  overthrow  filled 
Rome  with  terror  and  confternation.    As  the  plague,  which 
ftiil  raged  in  moft  provinces  of  the  empire^  had  greatly 
weakened  the  army,  flaves,  gladiators^  and  even  the  ban- 
ditti of  Dalmatia  and  Dardania,  were  admitted  among  the 
troops.    Befides,  M.  Aurelius  prevailed  upon  fome  mer-^ 
cenary  Germans  to  ferve  againft  their  countrymen. 

Thus  a  confiderable  army  was  foon  raifed )  but  as  money 
was  wanting  to  pay  them,  and  defray  the  other  charges  of 
fo  dangerous  a  war,  the  emperor,  not  being  able  to  prevail 
upon  himfelf  to  burden  his  people  with  new  taxes,  expofed  ^-  /J?'"'? 
to  public  fale  the  furniture  of  the  palace,  the  gold  and  fil-  ^pil'^if^^ 
ver  plate,  all  the  valuable  pi£l:ures  a^d  ftatues  belonging  to  ei^^  ^d 
the  crown,  and  even  his  wife's  rich  garments  embroidered  rUhjurnv^ 
with  gold,  with  a  curious  colleaion  of  pearls,  which  Adrian  ^^K^  ^/^^^ 
had  purchafed  during  his  long  progrefs  through  the  pro-  ^^f'JJ 
finces  of  the  empire,  and  depofited  in  a  particular  cabinetf  clargaof 
called  Adrian's  Cabinet.    The  fate  lafted  two  months>  and  th%  viar. 
produced  fuch  an  immenfe  fum  as  enabled  the  empctrorto 
relieve  the  people  this  year,  when  provifions  were  very  dear, 
with  an  extraordinary  largefs ;  to  defray  the  charges  of  a 
five-  years  expenfive  war  \  and  to  buy  Wk,  at  the  end  of 
the  conteftj  part  of  what  he  had  fold,  all^wingi  howeve;ry 

7  Birag.  p.  SIT.         >  Dio,  lib.  Ixxi.  p.  Sog,  •  Dio,  lib.  ixxU 
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the  buyers  full  liberty  to  keep  their  purchafes,  or  retttm 
them,  and  take  their  money  again  ^  .  When  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  fetting  out  from  Rome,  he  married  his  daugh- 
ter Lucilla,  the  widow  of  L.  Verus,  to  Claudius  Pom- 
peianus,  who  was  originally  of  Antioch,  and  the  fon  of  a 
private  Roman  knight,  but  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  merit, 
famed  for  his  wifdom  and'  integrity,  which  M.  Aurelius 
ever  preferred  to  Wealth  and  nobility  •.    However,  neither 
Lucilla  hcrfelf,  nor  her  mother  Fauftina,  were  pleafed  with 
the  match.     Lucilla  retained  the  title  of  Augufta,  and  all 
the  badges  of  fovereignty  *••      Before  the   emperor   left 
Rome,  his  fon  Annius  Verus  Cxfar  died  at  Paleftrina,  in 
the  feventh  year  of  his  age.     M,  Aurelius  loved  him  with 
all  the  tcndernefs  of  a  father ;  but  neverthelefs  bore  his 
death  with  great  firmnefs,  confoling  the  emprefs  Fauftina, 
and  the  phyficians,  who  ^re  faid  to  have  occafioned  his 
death  by  opening  unfeafonably  a  fwelling  under  his  ear. 
The  emperor  fct  out  at  length  tot  Germany,  leaving  his  fon 
Commodus  at  Rome,  under  the  care  of  Pitholaus,  his  chief 
chamberlain,  with  injunftions  to  employ  none  but  Galen, 
in  cafe  his  fon  ihould  be  taken  ill  during  his  abfence. 

The  Barbarians  laid  wafte  feveral  provinces  of  the  empire, 
and  defeated  great  armies.  The  Marcomanni  and  the  Van- 
dals made  themfelves  mafters  of  Pannonia,  and  held  itfome 
time.  The  Caftobochi  over-ran  Greece,  and  advanced  as  far 
as  Elatea,  a  famous  city  of  Phocis  in  Achaia ;  they  pillaged 
cities,  and  committed  on  all  fides  dreadful  devailations  ^ 
However,  ihey  were  at  length  vanquiflied  by  M.  Aurelius, 
who,  during  this  bloody  and  deftrufkive  war,  gave  innu- 
merable indances  of  extraordinary  prudence  and  condud, 
choofing  rather  to  prolong  the  war,  and  tire  out  the  enemy, 
than  expofe  his  men  to  unneceflary  dangers.  The  foldiers, 
animated  by  the  example  of  their  leader,  behaved  with  un- 
common bravery  $  and  the  captains  of  the  guards,  as  welF 
as  the  other  generals,  fignaltzed  themfelves  in  a  very  emi- 
nent manner  '•  ^Fhe  Marcomanni,  Quadi,  Sarm^tians,  and' 
Vandals,  were  conftrained  to  abandonlPannonia,  and  retire 
beyond  the  Danube.  The  emperor  purfued  ;  and  coming 
up  with  their' army,  as  they  were  paffing  that  river,  gave 
them  a  dreadful  overthrow.  The  lazyges  were  twice  de- 
feated, firft  in  Pannonia,  and  the  fecond  timeas^  they  were 

t»  Jul.  Cap.  in  Aur.  p.  i$.  Eutrop.  &  Birag.  piiii.  <  Lamp, 
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crofljng  the  Danube  on  the  ice  (B).  Pompeianus,  the  em- 
peror's fon-in-Iaw,  who  commanded  a  body  of  troops,  de- 
iiring  to  have  Pertlnax  joined  in  the  commiffion  with  him, 
M.  Aurelius  readily  complied  with  his  requeft,  though  he 
had,  not  long  before,  upon  fome  complaints,  deprived  Per- 
tlnax of  an  employment  which  he  held  in  Dacia.  Pertinax 
was  attended  with  great  fuccefs  in  his  new  commiffion; 
which  induced  the  emperor  to  admit  him  into  the  fenate.  Ptrtinax 
Being  foon  after  convmced,  that  the  complaints  brought  ^J^'^^'^^ 
againft  him  were  altogether  groundlefs,  to  repair  the  injury  ^^ 
he  had  done  him,  he  honoured  him  with  praetorial  orna- 
ments, and  appomted  him  governor  of  Rhaetia  and  Nori- 
cum,  whence  he  drove  th^  Germans,  who  had  made  an  ir- 
ruption into  that  province  j  and  was,  on  that  account,  not- 
^«rithftanding  the  meannefs  of  his  birth,  raifed  by  the  em- 
peror to  the  confular  dignity  8. 

Before  the  war  with  the  Marcomanni  was  ended,  an-  Dljlurh* 
other  broke  out  in  Egypt,  the  robbers  and  (hepherds  of  that  «»^«  ^*« 
country,  who  were  numerous,  taking  up  arms  at  the  infti-  ^Sjt^l 
Ration  of  their  priefts,  and  committing  dreadful  diforders. 
Peing  headed  by  Ifidorus,  a  man  ^of  great  refolution  and 
intrepidity,  they  killed  a  Roman  centurion,  and  fome  fol- 
diers^  by  treachery.     The  Egyptians  joining  them  in  great 
numbers  from  all  parts,  they  defeated  th^  Roman  troops  in 
a  pitched  battle,  over-ran  the  whole  country,  and  would  - 

have  made  themfelve*  mafters  of  Alexandria  itfelf,  had  not 
Caffius,  whom  M.  Aurelius  had  appointed  governor  of  Sy- 
ria, matched  againft  them-    Caffius  was  reckoned  the  bed 
commander  of  ni$  age,  and  had  fignalized  himfelf  both  in  the 
Parthian  and  German  vars.    However,  be  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  engage  fo  bojd  and  defperate  an  enemy  \  but 
having  found  means  to  fpw  divifions  among  them,  he  ob-  which  an 
liged  them  at  laft  to  fubmit,  and  lay  down  their  arms\  ^^t!'*-^^ 
Caffius,   having  thus  queU?4  Jthe  difturbances  in  Egypt,  h^^J^^* 
marched  into  Armenia  and  Arabia,  where  he  performed 
great  exploits.  At  the  fame  tim^  the  Moors  over-ran  almod 
all  Spain,  ravaging  that  country  wifh  fire  and  fwprd  \  but 
were  in  the  end  expelled  by  the  emperor's    lieutenants. 

«  Dio,  p.  Sip.     Jul    Cap.  in  Pcjlio.  p.  54-  ^  l^io,  p  Soj, 

Vttlcat.  Gallican.  in  Vit.  Cafl*. 

(B)  A  Roman  foldi^r,  who  manner,  threw  hirofelf,  armed 

vas  upon  guard  during  the  night  as  he  was,  into  the  river,  crolp 

near  the   Danube,  hearing  one  ed  it,  rcfcued  his  fellow-foldicr, 

of  his  comrades,  who  had  been  and  returned  with  him  to  hif 

taken  by  the  Barbarians,  crying  poft. 
pp  the  other  fide  in  an  affeding 
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SeveruS)  afterwards  emperor,  was  at  that  time  qua^or  of 
the  province  of  Baetica  *.  There  were  likewife  feme  com- 
motions in  the  country  of  the  Sequaai,  now  the  Franche- 
Comtc ;  but  thefe  the  emperor  corapofed  with  his  aatho* 
rity,  and  a  Kttle  feafonabie  feverity.  TKe  next  confuls  w«re 
Herennianus  and  Severus,  uncle  to  the  emperor  of  tha( 
name,  whcf^  at  his  requeft,  was  by  M.  Auretiu^  admitte4 
into  the  fenate  \  During  their*  admintftration,  a  great  di(^ 
pute  ariflng  between  Herodes  Atticus  and  the  city  of  Athcoti 
th^  emperor  feemed  inclined  to  favour  the  latter  5  a  circum- 
ftance  which  fo  provoked  Herodes,  who  was  a  man  of  9 
violent  and  fiery  temper,  that  when  the  caufe  came  to  b(f 
decided  by  the  emperor  then  residing  at  Sirmium,  now  Sir- 
mich,  in  Pannonia,  inftead  of  pleading  with  his  ufual  elo- 
quence, he  launched  into  bitter  and  fcurrilous  inve&ives 
againft  Aurelius,  affirming,  amongft  other  things,  that  be 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  governed  by  a  woman,  ana  an  infant 
only  three  years  old,  for  the  emprefs  FauftinaJ^  and  her  young 
diaughter,  inftru£ted  by  her,  had  interceded  with  the  em- 
peror in  behalf  of  the  Athenians.  When  Be  had  done 
railing  againft  the  emperor,  Baffaeus,  captain  of  the  guards, 
told  him,  that  his  infolent  behaviour  might  perhaps  coft 
him  his  life  :  but  Herodes,  without  fliewing  the  leaft  con- 
cern or  remorfe,  anfwered,  that  a  man  of  his  age  had  no- 
thing to  fear  ;  and  immediately  withdrew. 

The  empeK)r  heard  him  the  whole  time  quite  unconcern- 
ed ;  and  when  he  withdrew,  addreffing  the  Athenian  de» 
Duties,  •♦  You  may  allege  your  reafons  (faid  he),  though 
Herodes  has  not  been  pleafed  to  urge  his.*'  He  liftened  t^ 
them  with  great  attention,  and  could  not  help  ihedding 
tears  when  they  defcribed  the  cruel  and  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  Herodes  and  his  freedmen,  who  had  opprefled  the 
people  in  a  moft  tyrannical  manner.  However,  the  em* 
peror  did  not  condemn  Herodes,  but  only  his  freedmen  j 
and  the  punifliment  which  he  inflifted  upon  them  was  very 
flight,  and  no-way  anfwerable  to  their  crimes  *.  To  all  hc 
remitted  part  of  it,  and  to  one,  named  Alcimedon,  the 
whole,  thinking  him  fuflSciently  puniflied  by  the  death  of 
liis  two  daughters,  who  were  killed  by  lightning  after  their 
arrival  atSirmium.  Some  time  after,  Herodes  complained 
that  the  emperor  did  not  honour  hiin»  as  he  had  done  for- 
merly, with  his  letters ;  and  the  humane  prince  immedi<* 
ately  fcnt  him  an  anfwer,  replete  with  the  moft  tender  and 
fincere  expreffions  of  friendfhip.    Next  year,  when  Ma»p 


*  Ju)^Cap.iii  A«r.  p.  ji.  &  Sj)apt.  in  Sever. 
Faft.  p.  ft^i.    Norris,  epi((.  Confui.  p.  uA* 
PhUoH;  Soph.  ^^.  p.  558— 56i« 
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in  us  and  Orfitos  were  confols*  M.  Aurdiu$  gained  conQ- 
derablc  advantages  over  the  Germans  f  for  on  all  the  me- 
dals 9f  this  year,  mention  is  made  of  bis  vi£lories  in  Ger- 
inaiiy,  and  on  (ome  he  is  ftyled  Qermanicusi  which  title 
was  alfo  beftowed  on  bis  fop  Con^napdus  this  year,  on  (he 
fiftteenth  of  O£lobe^'*'.  The  next  confuls  were  M.  Aur^- 
}i\ks  Severus  the  fecondtiAie»  ai|d  T«  Claiidios  Pompeianus,  - 
dimng  whofe  adminiftratio^  nothing  happened  which  hif- 
torians  have  thought  worth  tranfipitting  to  poft^rity. 

But  in  the  courfti  of  th?  cnfuiAf  yejjr,  wjbefli  Gallus  and  Vr .  of  Fl. 
Flacciis  wi^r^  confuls,  M-  Aurejius,  by  an  ev^nt  fe^mingly  ^*^*'* 
imivaculous)  efcapei|  being  cut  off  with  his  whole  arniy.  u.'c.  qIi! 
Xhis  event  happened  beyond  the  Daninbe,  in  the  country  of        ' 
-the  Qs^adi^  whfre  M«  Aurelius  was  makiag  war,  and  near  M.  Aurg^ 
th<;  river  Gr^n,  which  rifing  from  the  mountains  of  North  huj  in 
Hungary,  falls  into  the  Panube  pppofite  tfee  ancient  city  of  K^^^^^^'^ 
Strigonium,  to  which  the  Dan  gives  its  name  **.    The  bat-  f^^^f^^  fi- 
t|e  was  begun  by  the  enemjr's  dingers  and  archers,  who,  luith  kis 
fr0za  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  Dan,  galled  the  Ronians  fo   whoU  or* 
(cverely,  that  the  en^peror  thought  it  advifeal^le  tp  pjift  rfie  ^^^J^ 
riyert  and  diilod|;ejtlu;mi^  apaffage  which  was  effe£te4  ac- 
cordingly, not  Without  great  flaughter  on  both  fides :  but 
the  enemy  retiring  in  good  ordeo  as  it  h^d  been  cwcisrt- 
ed  $imong  them  before,  drew  the  Romans,  who  advanced 
with  more  bravery  than   cpndudl,  into  a   difadvsuitager 
cos  fituation,  arnpng  barren  mountains,  quite  deftitute  of 
water.     There,  cU>fing  their  ranks,  they  defended  them- 
(elves  with  great  br:^very,  and  repulfed  the  ^ne^y,  whp, 
giving  over  the  attack,  feized  the  avenues,  and  blocked 
tb^m  up  pn  all  iidesj  hoping  tp  reduce  by  fainine  thofe 
whom  th^y  could  not  oyer^ome  by  force  of  arins*    The  Ro- 
mans finding  themfelv^s  thus  enclofed  among  barren  moun- 
tains, exhaufte4  with  their  wounds,  and  the  fatigues  of  the 
battle*  opprefled  with  heat,  and  tormented  with  ^n  infuf- 
ferable  drought,  attempted  to  cut  thcmfelves  a  way  through 
the  midft  of  the  enemy;  but  all  their  efforts  proving  unfuc- 
cefsful,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  continue  under 
arms,  without  being  able  either  to  fight  or  retire.    In  this 
deplorable  extremity  both  foldiers  and  officers  began  to 
abandon  thcmfelves  to  defpair,  while  the  emperpr,  more 
afF?£led  with  the  mifcries  of  the  foldiers  th^n  his  own, 
flew  through  the  rank^,  endeavouring  tp  raife  their  droop- 
iug  fpirits  3  but  as  they  faw  no  poffible  means  of  efcaping 

w  Pirag,p«  s^3|  %^^,    l,^vfipTid.  in  Cpmm.  p.  50,  n  Onuph. 

in  Fail,  p.aras.    'Tertuh  Apol.   cap,  5.    Dio*  lib.  Ixxi.  p.   805. 
Baudr.  pt33o. 
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Ac  prcfcnt  'danger,  bis  words  were  incffc£lual,  and  no- 
thing was  heard  but  groans  and  lamentations,  nothing  feen 
but  marks  of  the  utmoft  defpair. 

In  this  diftrefs,  when  theycxpcfkcd  every  moment  to  be 
either  cut  in  pieces,  or  to  become  a  prey  to  <he  barbarous 
enemy  who  furrounded  them,  clouds  appeared  fuddcniy 
gathering  ift  the  air ;  the  iky  was  overcaft,  and,  to  their  in- 
ITh^art      expreffible  joy,  rain  fell  in  great  plenty ;  which  the  fainting 
rebry^dbv  foldiers  received,  holding  their  mouths,  helmets,  and  buck- 
$»4/Cwir  ^^^®  "P  ^^  heaven,  as  they  are  reprefentcd  on  the  fomous 
■  column  of  Antoninus  at  Rome.     In  this  fituation  the  bar- 
barians attacked  them ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  at  the 
fame  time  to  drink  and  fight;  for  they  were  fo  oppreffed 
with  drought,  that  fuch  as  were  wounded,  drank  their  own 
blood  mixed  with  the  water  which  they  had  received  in  their 
helmets.     As  they  were  more  eager  to  quench  their,  thirft 
than  to  repulfc  the  enemy,  they  muft  have  been  all  cut  in 
pieces,  had  they  not  been  refcued  by  a  dreadful  f^brm  of 
hail,  attended  with  thunder  and  lightnihg,  which  difcharg- 
ed  itfelf  upon  the  Barbarians,  as  they  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack.   Thus  were  feen  at  the  fame  time  fire  and  water  de- 
fcending  from  heaven  ;  water  to  refpefli  the  Romans,  and 
fire  to  deftroy  their  enemies^  for  either  no  fire   defcendcd 
upon  the  Romans,  f>r  what  fell  was  immediately  extinguifii- 
—icd ;  while  the  rain  which  fell  upon  the  Barbarians  was  fo  far 
from  overcoming  the  flames  which  corifuraed  them,  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  redoubled  their  violence,  as  if  it  had 
not  been  water  but  oil.     The  enemy,  thus  deftitute  of 
water  in  the  midft  of  a  heavy  fliower,  'were  obliged  either 
to  wound  themfelves,  in  order  to  extinguifh  with  their 
blood  the  devouring  flames,  or  to  haye  recourfe  to  the  Ro- 
mans, and  throw  themfelves  upon  the  mercy  of  M.  Aurc- 
11  us,  who  received  and  entertained  them  with  great  huma-i 
|iity®(C).     After  fo  glorious  a  vifkory  M.  Aurelius  was 

pro- 
^  Dioy  lib.  Hxu  p.  S05,  806. 

(E)  Thus  Dio  Qaflius  relates  graved  on  the  famous  coIuiPA 

this  ;nemorablc  eyent,  fo  much  of  Antoninus,  with  the  other 

f:elebrat?d  by  ApolUn^ris,  Terr  exploits  pf  M-  Aurelius  durmg 

tullian,  Eufebius,  Juliu?  Capi-  the  Mari:omannic  war,  and  on 

tolinus,  Themiftius  in  his  ora-  another  which  Themiflius  tells 

tion  before  Theodofius,  St.  Je-  us  he  had  feen  (r).     The  truth 

rom,   Gregory  of  Nyfla,    the  of  this  event  has  been  univpr- 

poet  Claudian,  and  the  chroni-  fally  acknowleged  both  by  the 

^Ifpf  Alexandria.    It  was  en-  Chriftian  ai^d  Pagan   writeni 

(»)TheniiftOraM^y, 
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proclaimed  emperor  the  feventh  time,  and  the  cmprcfe 
Fauftina  was  honoured  by  the  fenatewith  the  i\t\toi  Mat^r 
C7a/irorum^  or  the  Mother  of  Armies  p. 

Alarcus  Aurelius  could  not,  however,  be  yet  prevailed 
upon  by  his  friends  to  leave  Germany,  and  return  to  Rome, 
being  defiroiis  to  reduce  the  countries  of  the  Marcomanni 
and  the  Sarmatians  to  the  (late  of  Roman  provinces,  not 
through  vanity  and  ambition,  but  becaufe  he  found  by  ex« 
peri^nce  that  he  could  not  rely  upon  their  fidelity.    Thiis 
'defign  he  would  have  compafled,  had  he  not  been  inter- 
rupted in  the  midft  of  his  conquefts  by  the  revolt  of  Caffius, 
Mrhich  we  fliall  relate  hereafter.   He  continued  in  Germany 
great  part  of  the  following  year,  when  Pifo  and  Julianus 
>vere  confuls ;  and  having  quartered  twenty  thoufand  men 
in  the  countries  of  the  Quadi  and  Marcomanni,  harailed 
thefe  two  nations  fo  dreadfully,  that  they  refolvcd  to  aban«' 
•don  their  native-  foil.     But  M.   Aurelius  having  received 
timely  notice  of  their  defign,  prevented  them  from  putting 
it  in  execution  j  fo  that  theif  fields  being  laid  wafte,  and  all 
communiciation  with  the  neighbouring  nations  cut  off,  they 
were  at  laft  conftrained  by  famine  to  fend  ambafiadors  to  f»/  Mar^ 
the  emperor,  and  fue  for  peace.  •  The  Quadi,  at  the  fame  comanni 
time,  releafed  all  the  Roman  dcfcrters,  and  thirteen  thou-  ^^^^^ 
fand  prifoners,  whom  they  had  taken  during  the  war ;  and  ^^f 
by  that  prefent  obtained  a  peace,  upon  condition  that  they 
fhould  not'  for  the  future  trade  within  the  Roman  domi- 
nions, nor  fettle  within  fix  miles  of  the  Danube.    But  this 
peace  was  fliort-lived ;  for  the  Quadi,  inftead  of  executing 
the  articles  of  their  agreement,  joined  ihe^Iazyges,  who 
were  ftill  in  arms,  and  drew  over  the  Marcomannil    At 

P  DiOi  p.  806. 

who  uevertheleft  difagree  as  to  Ihower  was  owing  to  the  em- 

thc  authors  of  it.     Dio  Caffius  peror's  own  prayers.    lu  the 

afcribes  it  to  a  celebrated  magi-  above-mentioned  column  of  the 

cian  of  Egypt,    named  Arnu-  Antonini,  it  is  by  the  Pagans 

phi3,  who  attended  the  emperor  afcribed  to   their  Thundering 

in  this  war  (2) ;    Suidas  to  a  Jupiter.     But  all  the  Chrifti^n 

magician,  named  Julianus,  who  writers  aflure  us,  that  {o  fignal 

was  originally  of  Chaldaea,  and  a  favour  was  granted  by  heaven 

wrote    ieyeral    books  of    ma-  to  the  prayers  of  the  Chriftian 

gic  (3).  Julius  Capitolinus  (4),  foldiers  who  ferved  in  the  Ro<f 

Themifiius  (5),  and  the  poet  man  army. 
Claudian  (6),  pri^t^ild  (h^t  tl^is 

(1)  Dio,  p.  105,  806.  (3)  Suid.  p.  439,  (4)  Jul.  Cap. 

in  M.  Aur.  p.  32.  (5)  Tbemiit.  Qrat.  ]( v,  (6)  Claud,  in 

(pQfif,  Honor,  H.  p.  183* 
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the  fame  time  they  expelled  Furtius^  their  king,  for  di£^ 
proving  their  meafures,  and,  of  ttieir  own  authority,  ap- 
pointed Ariogefes  in  his  room ;  which  condu£k  M»  Aur^- 
litts  refented  fo  highlyt  that  though  the  Qoadi  pronE^ified  to 
JEst  at  liberty  fifty  thoufand  Roman  captives,  ypon  conditioii 
that  he  concluded  a  peace  with  them,  and  confirme4  Aruh 
g<fe$  in  the  title  of  king,  the  emperor  would  not  hearlseii 
to  the  propofa],  huts  on  the  contrary,  profqribed  tbe  new 
prince,  and  fet  a  price  upon  l)is  head. 

In  confequence  .of  thi«  profcription,  tbe  Quadi,    being 
joined  by  tbe  Z^areomanni,  the  lazyges,  the  Biiri,  the  Na- 
rifci,  and  inapy  other  na^ons,  attacked  the  Romans  f  but 
were,  afur  a  long,  bloody,  and  obftinate  difpute,  totally 
defeated.  Ariogefes  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  and  brought 
to  the  emperor,  who,  notwithftanding  his  late  menaces  and 
lefefitoient,  generoiUly  fpared  his  life,  afid  ccmtenced  hvK^ 
ielf  with  confining  the  captive  to  the  city  of  Alexandriay 
the  metropolis  of  Egypt  ^.    After  this  viaory  moft  nations 
Vfi  Germany  feat  deputies  to  implore  p^aoe|  ofibring  to  fub- 
mit  to  fucb  tera^  as  the  emperor  0iould  thmk  fit  to  impo(i;. 
Tbe  Quadi  feem  to  have  continued  in  arms  till  the  reign  of 
Commodtt^.    The  M^rcomanni,  after  fuch  repeated  lofles, 
fubfaitted,  and  obtained  a  peace,  upon  conditioi^  that  tbej 
fliould  not  fettle  within  five  miles  of  the  Danube*    Tax^ 
U€heQ>  king  of  the  lazyges,  waited  on  M.  Aurelius  in  per- 
liotfi,  atten^d  by  aU  the  great  pien  of  the  nation  ^  and  was 
jfeceived  i^go  favour,  but  obliged  to  retire  with  his  people 
fartbef  from  the  Danube  than  the  Marcom^ni.  They  were 
9  very  gower^l  ai|d  warlike  people,  an4  faa4  taken  above 
a  huffdred  tbou&nd  prifoners  during  this  w^r,  -whoin  tbef 
reitored  to  liberty  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace.    Be- 
fides,  they  fupplied  M.  Aurelius  with  a  body  of  eighteen 
thoufand  horfemen,   of  whom    he  immediately  fent  five 
thoufand  into  Britain,  where  the  Romans  were  threatened 
with  a  new  war.    The  Buri,  Narifciy  ^d  other  German 
nations,  obtained  peace  upon  fuch  terms  as  the  emperor 
would  never  have  granted>  had  he  not  been  obliged  to  put 
an  end  to  this  war  in  order  to  lead  his  troops  againft  Caf- . 
Qus,  whofe  revoU  was  likely  to  bring  dreadful  calamities 
upon  the  empire,  as  it  had  already  raifed  idie  cpurage.pf 
the  barbarians. 

Avidius  Caflius,  whom  we  have  frequently  mentionefi 
in  the  Parthian  and  Egyptian  wars,  was,  as  Kime  authors 
write,  defcended  by  the  mother  from  the  ani:ient  HmVij  of 
the  Caffii.    His  father^  Avidius  Severu§>  raifed  ]|^mielf^ 


^  DiO|  p.  So8.  &  in  Excerpt.  Vsl»  p.  jijt 
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according  to  the  author  of  his  life  \  from  the  degree  laf  a 
centurion  to  the  firil  employments  of  the  ftate  ;  and  was» 
on  account  of  his  extraordinary  parts,  defenredly  iFavourcd 
by  the  emperor,  M.  Aurelius,  out  died  before  the  revolt  of 
his  Ibn  (D).   He  was  remarkable  for  maint;aining  difciplioie  Ht$Jtvi^ 
among  the  troops ;  but  his  feverity,  according  to  Vulca-  ''^(y'*- 
tius^  favoured  of  cruelty  \  for  if  any  ibldi^r  was  found  tp  ?^^^  ^* 
have  taken  any  thing  by  violence  from  the  p^ple  of  the  ''^  *^** 
provinces,  he  caufed  him  to  be  immediately  crucified  in 
the  place  where  the  faQ  was  comiuitted  :  fqme  he  Q^ere4 
tQ  be  buret  aliv^,  others,  ch^tined  tP^et^f  r,  to  be  thrQwn 
Into  a  river,  p^  into  th?  f<rSi>    He  puniih^d  dpferters  by  cuu 
^ng  off  their  hands  and  legs,  faying,  t^iat  the  figlit  of  a  crlf 
minal,  living  in  miferyi  oiade  a  deeper  impreffion  than  his 
being  put  to  death  at  one  blow.     As  be  had  been  attended 
\(rith  wonderful  fucccfs^againfl:  the  Parthiana,  M.  Aureliu3| 
in  hisfirft  war  with  the  Harcomaqniy  f^nt  him  s^gainft  the 
Sarmatians,  their  confederates.  ^  While  he  was  encamped 
near  the  Danube,  fon^e  auxiliaries  of  his  army,  upon  in*  ^ 
telligence  that  the  enemy  lay  carelcfsly  on  the  hanks  of  that 
river,  went  without  his  knpwlege  tp  attack  thcnv,  killed 
three  thonfand,  and  returned  to  the  camp  loaded  with  booty. 
Their  centurions^  who  had  projc£l:cd  thi^  enterprize,  and 
headed  them  in  the  a£lion,  expeded  fome  great  reward 
from  Cailius,  for  having,  with  a  h^mdful  of  i^ei^,  killed 
fuch  a  number  of  the  enemy,  while  the  tribupea  and  other 
officers  had  neglefted  fo  favourable  an  opportunity.    But  ^yCp,^ 
Cafliust  confidering  this  as  a  bad  precedent,  which  might  inftano^ 
he  attended  with  worfe  confequences,  inftead  of  rewarding  of  it. 
the  cepturions,  caufed  them  all  to  be  feized,  and  crucified 
like  flaves.   This  feverity  occaCoped  ^  mutiny  in  the  army  | 
but  Caflius,  without  betraying  the  kaft  fear,  appeared  un- 
armed in  the  midil  pf  the  incepfed  multitude,  crvingalpud 
to  thepif  *-  Kill  me ;  and  to  your  negle<9:  o£  duty,  add» 
.  if  you  dare,  the  murder  of  your  general."    This  intrepid 
dity  damped  their  fury ;  and,  no  one  daring  to  utter  a  dngUr 

f  Vulcat.  Gallican.  in  CaiHo. 

(D)    Such   18  the    account  mous  Caffi  us,  who  killed  Gaftt 

which    Vukatius     GalHcauui  the  I^^tor ;  and  adds,  that  he 

^ves  u8  of  his  extra^ion.    But  was  originally  of  Cyrrhum  in 

mother  hiftorian   writes,    that  Syria,  andtheRin  oifHeliodo- 

Caffios  bimfelf  owned,  that  he  rus,  who  had  the  good  fortune 

bad  nothing,  except  the  name,  to  raife  bimfelf  by  l^is  eloquence 

common  to  him  with  the  fa-  tothe  government  of  Egypt  (7). 

(7)  Bio,  lib.  Ixxi.  p.  4io.    Ariftid.  Orat.  Z9fU 

(  word 


S3^ 


IppnnUJl 
^  Syria. 


tmyJifd- 

m§Hgtke 


haminf' 

marcfy. 


7%i  Roman  Hijlory. 

word  of  complaint,  they  returi\cd  to  their  tents,  and  thence- 
forth made  it  their  principal  ftudy  to  learn  and  obferire  the 
military  laws,  'knowing  they  ferved  under  a  general  M^ho 
could  not,  by  any  fears  or  menaces,  be  prevailed  upon  to 
wink  at  their  faults,  or  fufFer  them  to  pafs  unpunifhed. 
This  inftance  of  fcverity  made  fuch  a  deep  impreffion  upoa 
the  minds  of  the  Sarmatians,  that,  defpairing  to  conquer  a 
people  thus  rigid  in  military  difcipline,  and  the  rules  of 
war,  they  immediately  fent  ambaffadors  to  the  emperor  to 
implore  peace  for  a  hundred  years  •. 

After  the  firft  Marcomannic  war,  he  was,  by  M.  Aure- 
lius  appointed  governor  of  Syria,  the  emperor  eftecming 
him  the  beft  qualified  of  any  in  the  empire  to  reftore  the 
ancient  difcipline,  entirely  negleftcdby  the  troops  quarter- 
ed in  that  province.  Nor  was  he  miftajcen  in  his  judgment  s 
for  in  a  few  months  the  mod  diffolute  were  reclaimed  from 
their  pleafures  and  luxurious  manner  of  living,  the  ancient 
difcipline  was  revived,  and  the  whole  army  thoroughly  re- 
formed. CafEus,  upon  his  arrival  at  Antioch,  ordered  all 
the  foldiers  and  officers  to  repair  immediately  to  their  co- 
lours ;  publiflied  a  proclamation,  forbidding  them,  on  pain 
of  being  cafhiered,  to  appear  at  Daphne;  every  feventb 
day  examined  their  cloaths,  arms,  and  equipages ;  and  fre^ 
quently  obliged  them  to  perform  their  exercifes  in  ^  body, 
faying,  it  was  a  fliameful  thing  th^t  wreftlers  and  gladiators 
fhould  be  continually  exercifed,  and  not  foldiers,  whofe  la- 
bours are  leffened  in  proportion  as  they  become  accuftomed 
to  them  *.  As  for  Caflius's  other  qualities,  the  author  of 
his  life  reprefents  him  as  a  man  endowed  with  great  virtues, 
which,  however,  were  allayed  with  enormous  vices  ;  infor 
much  that  he  was  by  many  ftyled  a  fecond  Catiline. 

Dio  Caffius  fpeaks  of  him,  not  only  as  an  eminent  com- 
mander, but  as  a  perfon  equal  to,  and  in  every  re(pe& 
worthy  of,  the  fovereign  power  ".  He  always  abhorred  an 
abfolute  and  monarchical  government,  and  is  thought  to  - 
have  had  nothing  elfe  in  view,  when  he  revolted,  but  to  re- 
ftore the  commonwealth  to  its  former  authority.  He  had 
been  charged  with  a  defign  of  depofing  Antoninus  Pius  ;  but 
his  father,  who  was  a  man  of  great  intereft  at  court,  having 
prepoffeffcd  the  emperor  in  his  favour,  the  accufation  was 
dropt.  However,  he  was  thenceforth  regarded  as  a  dif- 
afFefted  perfon.  When  he  commanded  in  the  Parthian 
war  under  L.  Verus,  that  prince  fufpefting  him,  and  in- 
deed, not  without  reafon,  wi^te,  concerning  his   dcfig;n8 


8  Vulcal.  Gall,  in  CafliO;  p.  ^6. 
lib.  Ixxi.  p.  8iOf 
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to  M.  Aurelius,  his  partner  in  the  empire.    But  the  em- , 
peror  took  no  notice  of  the  charge  brought  againft  him ; 
for,   upon  the  return  of  Caffius  from  the  Eaft,  where  he 
had  performed  gr^at  exploits,  he  put  him  at  the  head  of  an 
army  which  he  fent  againft  the  Sarmatians,  and  afterwards 
appointed  him  governor  of  Syria.     In  the  mean  time  the 
^arcomanni,  and  other   German  nations,  renewing  the 
'war  with  great  vigour,  Caflius  embraced  that  opportunity 
to  feize  the  empire.    Some  authors  write,  that  the  emprefs 
Fauflina,  being  well  appri fed  that  her  fon  Commoduswas 
altogether  unqualified  for  the  fovereign  power,  and  fearing 
that  whoever* might  ufurp  it,  would  deftroy  her  and  her 
little  children,  folicited  Caflius  to  declare  himfelf  emperor 
as  foon  as  he  fhould  hear  the  news  of  M.  Aureliu's  death, 
and  promifed,  in  that  caflj  to  marry  him.     They  add,  that  He  affumn 
a  report  being  fpread  of  the  emperor's  death,  Caflius  im-  thi  utU  If 
mediately  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  in  his  room  5  f^t^^\ 
and  that,  though  the  rumour  proved  afterwards  falfe,  he 
found  himfelf  too  deeply  engaged  to  recede.    Others  clear 
Fauflina  from  being  privy  to  the  defign  of  Caflius  (E),  and 
tell  us,  that  the  report  of  the  emperor's  death  was  propa- 
gated by  Caflius  himfelf,  in  order  to  induce  the  governors 
of  the  eaftern  provinces  to  join  him,  M.  Aurehus  being 
greatly  beloved,  and  his  fon  no  lefs  hated  ^.     Be  that  as  it  and  is 
will,  he  foon  reduced  all  the  countries  beyond  Mount  Taurus,  pimed  fy 
and  Egypt  itfelf,  Flavius  Calvifius,  governor  of  that  pro-  ^  ^f*^ 

w  Vulcat.  Gall,  in  CaflT.  p.  4«,  43.  '*'*'• 

(E)  Vulcatius  Gallicanus,  to  years,  and  a  Granger,    Do  liot 

clear  the   emprefs   from    this  therefore  fpare  men,  who,  bad 

charge,    produces  two  letters,  they  conquered  would  neither 

'  written  by  her  to  M.  Aurelius,  have  fpared  you  nor  your  wife 

oDOccalionof  this  revolt.    In  and  children.     You  will  hear 

one  (he  exprefles  herfelf  thus :  from    Ciecilius,   whom  I  ihall 

**  My  mother  Faqftina,  in  the  fend  to  you,  what  reports  have 

time  of  the  dcfedtion  of  Celfus,  been  fpread  of  you  by  the  wife 

advifed  your  father,  Antoninus  '  of  Caffius,  by  his  fon,  and  by 

Pius,  to  fhew  his  kindnefs  in  his  fon-in-law,   &c.'*     In  the 

the  ^r(l  place  to  his  own  family,  other  letter  fhe  prefles  him  to 

and  next  to  others.     And  cer*  purfue  CaiSusand  his  accom^ 

tainly   it  is   incumbent    upon  plices  with  the  utnooft  feveriqr, 

every  good  prince  to  take  care  if  he  loves  her  and  his  children ; 

of  his  wife  and  children.    Your  affuring  him,  that  if  he  ne^« 

fon  Commodua   is   yet    very  le6b  to  puniih  them,  they  wtU 


youi 
Poir 


ng,    and  your  fon-in«law,    notfail  todepofehim  (S)* 
ompeianus,    is  advanced   in 

(f )  Vulcat«  GalL  In  Vie.  CaS; 
\  Tincci 
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Tince,  havine  declared  iii  his  favour.  The  troops  in  Bi« 
thynia  was  likewife  inclined  to  his  party,  but  reftrained  bf 
Clodius  Albinus  their  commander,  of  whom  we  (hall  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter.  Several  foreign  princes  and 
nations  efpoufed  his  caufe,  but  none  with  more  zeal  tlian 
the  Jews  *. 

Martius  Verus,  governor  of  Cappadocia,  was  the  firft 
who  informed  the  emperor  of  this  revolt.  M.  Aurelius 
concealed  it  for  fome  time  ;  but  when  he  found  it  divulged 
by  public  fame,  he  acquainted  the  army  with  it  in  a  very 
judicious  and  modeft  fpeech,  only  complaining  of  the  un- 
grateful return  which  Cafiius  made  him  for  the  Lindnefs  he 
ever  had^  and  (hould  ever  have  for  him,  notwithiiandiog 
his  revolt,  as  he  hoped  to  evince  as  foon  as  he  had  brought 
him  to  a^enfe  of  his  duty.  Neither  did  Caffius^  on  his 
part,  utter  any  injurious  refle£lions  againft  M.  Aurelius, 
but  only  charged  him  with  negle£ling  the  moft  important 
affairs  of  the  ftate  to  attend  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  and 
with  fuffering,  through  an  excefs  of  clemency,  many  dif- 
orders,  which  it  was  incumbent  upon  him,  as  emperor,  to 
correal.  In  the  mean  while  M.  Aurelius,  having'termi* 
nated  the  war  with  the  Marcomanni,  and  other  German 
nations,  as  the  time  approached  for  his  fon  Commddus  to 
aflume  the  manly  robe,  fent  for  him  from  Rome,  and  gave 
him  it  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  on  the  feventh  of  July^ 
ordering)  on  that  occafion,  confiderable  fums  to  be  difln- 
buted  among  the  Roman  people  t^.  The  fenate  were  no 
fooner  informed  of  the  revolt  of  Cafiius,  than  they  declared 
him  a  public  enemy,  and  eonfifcated  his  eftate^  which  the 
femperor  commanded  to  be  returned,  not  into  his  private 
coffisrSy  but  into  the  public  treafury. 
M.  Ann*  At  length  M.  Aurelius  fet  out  for  IllyricuiHy  with  a  de- 
*•'  fign  to  purfue  his  march  into  the  Eaft,  and  meet  Caflius, 

f^'i'      declaring,  that  he  was  ready  to  rfefign  the  empire  to  him, 
i^.  if  the  gods  ihould  judge  it  expedient  for  the  public  good^ 

that  Caitius  (hould  reign,  and  not  M.  Aurelius :  '^  For  it  is 
not  (added  he),  any  private  intereft  or  ambition^  but  thp 
public  welfare,  that  induces  me  to  undergo  fo  many  la« 
C^iffm  is  bours^  to  expofe  myfelf  to  fo  many  dangers."  He  was  not 
hlU4\  advanced  far  <ni  his  march,  when  news  were  brought  himi 
that  Caffius  had  been  killed  by  a  centurion  nam^  Anto^ 
nitts,  and  another  officer  of  a  ftill  inferior  ranki  who  had 
the  commiaihd  only  of  ten  men*.  Dio  Caifius  gives  us 
but  a  confufed  relation  of  his  death;  and  Vulcatius  Galli- 

«  Vulc.  Gall.  p.  4*,  43.    Dio  in  Excerpt.    Val.  p.  7x8.    Albin» 
Vit.  p.  Si.       r  Jul«  Cap.  in  Aur.  p.  |ff,       'Lampridi  in  Commod. 

canus 
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cdnus  promifes  to  inform  us  how  he  was  killed,  and  where 
h^  was  defeated ;  but  afterwards  forgot  his  engagement. 
However,  from  what  he  writes  it  is  plain,  that  a  battle,  or 
encounter,  happened  between  him  and  the  emperor's  troops,. 
probably  commanded  by  Martius  Verus  ;  for  on  his  bravery 
the  emperor  chiefly  relied,  and  had  therefore  fent  him  be- 
fore him  into  Syria,  invefting  him  'Arith  the  government  of 
that  province,   inftead  of  Cappadocia.     With  CafTius  was 
killed  his  captain  of  the  guards,  and  foon  after  his  fon  Me- 
tiatius,  whom  he  had  appointed  governor  of  Egypty  to  fe« 
cure    that  important  province.     No   other  perlon  of  dif- 
tiuAion,  at  lead  of  the  fenatorial  order,  periflied  in  this 
xeoellion ;  nay,  thefe  Were  put  to  death  without  the  em- 
peror's knowlege,  and  againft  his  will ;  for  he  was  greatly 
concerned  that  the  blood  of  any  fenator  Ihould  have  been 
ihed  during  his  reign :  hence,  when  the  he^d  of  Caffius  atufhis 
Wsis  brought  to  him,  he  ekprefled  much  forrow,  turned  his  ^^^^ 
eyes  away,  and  caufed  it  to  be  honourably 'interred,  coni-  JT*"^*'  '* 
plaining,  that  he  had  been  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  fJrw^is 
Slewing  his  mercy.    The  reign  of  Caffius,  or  rather  his  €wetriu4 
dream,  as  I^io  Caffius  ftyles  it,  laded  but  three  months  and  fir^s 
fix  days  *.    M.  Aurelius  himfelf  would  neither  try,  im-  <^*^*» 
prifoh,  nor  condemn,  any  fenator  concerned  in  the  confpi- 
racy  ;  but  referred  the  whole  to  the  fenate,  appointing  a 
day  for  the  criminals  to  appear  before  their  judges. 

In  the  mean  time;  after  acquainting  the  fenate  that  he 
had  appointed  Pompeianus>  his  fon-in-law,  conful  for  the 
efifuing  year,  he  thus  exhorts  them  to  proceed,  rather  with 
clemencv  than  rigour,  againft  thofe  whom  they  were  to 
try:  **  As  for  what  concerns  the  defe&ion  of  Caffius,  I  Huletur 
beg  and  conjure  you,  confcrlpt  fathers,  to  hav^  a  tender  io  t^ffi* 
regard  to  your  charaflers,  and  to  mine :  let  not  a  fenator  ^^* 
be  put  to  death ;  let  the  blood  of  no  perfon  of  diftinflion 
.  bfc  fpilt ;  let  fuch  as  have  been  already  bartilhed  return,  and 
enjoy  their  eftates.    I  wifli  tl  could  raifc  from  the  dead  • 

thofe  who  periflied  in  the  firft  heat  of  the  war.  Revenge 
is  never  commendable  in  an  cmperori  it  ill  becomes  him 
in  his  own  caufe,  let  it  be  ever  fo  juft.    Tou  will  therefore 

tardon  the  children  of  Avidius  Caffius,  his  fon-inJaw,  and 
is  wife.  But  why  do  I  fay  pardon,  when  they  have  com- 
mitted no  crime  ?  Let  them  live  in  fafety,  and  enjoy  their 
Jhitemal  eftate,  with  all  their  father's  plate  and  furniture. 
liCt  them  have  fuU  liberty  to  live  where  they  pleafe^  that 

»  DW,  p»  813.    Vttlcat.  GalL  in  CaiT.  p«  43.    Koris,  £p.  Cfo^fi 
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they  may  appear  fo  many  Inftances  of  your  clemency,  and 
of  mine.     I  farther  intreatand  defire,  that  all  the  fenatorSj 
and  Roman  knights,  in  general,  who  have  been  privy  to 
this  rebellion,  be,  b^  your  authority,  exempted  from  deaths 
profcription,  infamy,   in  (hort,   from  all  kind  of  punifli- 
ment.     Allow  it  to  be  faid,  to  your  honour  and  mine,  that 
in  this  rebellion  fach  only  periflied  as  were  killed   in  the 
confufion  of  war  *.'*    The  fenate  not   only  complied  with 
his  requeft,  but  returned  him  thanks  for  the  regard  he  had 
(hewn  even  to  the  moft  undeferving  members  of  their  body. 
The  emperor  took  the  children  of  Caffius  under  his  pro- 
tefUoUy  forbidding  any  one  to  reproach  them  with  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  their  family,  and  feverely  punifhing  fuch  a«  did. 
Thus  the  rebellion  of  Caflius  ferved  only  to  give  new  luftre 
to  the  unparalleled  clemency  andgenerofity  of  M.  Aurelius, 
who  could  not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  take  away  the  lives  of 
thofe  who  had  confpired  to  take  away  his  life  and  that  of 
his  fon. 

The  fenate,  in  their  anfwcr  to  the  emperor's  letter,  ac- 
quainting them  Jthat  he  had  named  Pompeianus  conful 
againft  |the  enfuing  year,  begged  Him  to  return  to  Rome, 
and  to  veft  his  fon  Commodus  with  tl^e  tribunitial  power  *. 
With  the  latter  requeft  he  complied,  as  appears  from  fc- 
veral  ancient  infcriptions  *.  But,  as  for  the  other,  the  em- 
peror either  did  not  return  to  Rome,  or  his  ftay  there  was 
veryfhort;  for  we  are  told,  that,  immediately  after  the 
death  of  Caffius,  he  went  into  the  Eaft,  and  tnat  he  had 
begun  his  march  thither  even  before  he  received  thefc 
news*:  it  is  not,  therefore,  likely,  that  he  interrupted  it 
to  return  to  Rome.  He  had  fent  Pertinax  before  him  into 
Syria  to  make  head  aginft  the  rebels  ;  but,  upon  the  news 
of  the  death  of  Caflius,  he  recalled  him,  and  appointed  him 
governor  of  Illyricum,  in  which  province  he  had  gained  no 
lefs  reputation  by  his  prudence  and  moderation,  than  by 
bis  many  vi£lories  over  the  Germans  during  the  Marcoman- 
nic  war  5  fo  that  he  was  greatly  cftecmed  and  revered  not 
only  by  Romans  jaad  foreigners,  but  even  by  the  enemies 
of  the  Roman  name  ^  The  emperor  took  with  him  into 
the  Eaft  his  fon  Commodus,  and  his  wife,  who  died  fud- 
dcnly  in  a  village  called  Halala,  at  the  foot  of  Mdunt  Tau- 
rus, ^e  was  a  woman  of  a  lobfe  and  wanton  life,  and  al- 
together unworthy  of  having  fuch  a  father  as  Antoninus, 

*  Vulcat,  Gal.  in  Caff.  p.  44.  &  Jul.  Cap.  in  Aar.  p.  %%,  c  Vul- 
cat.  Gall,  in  Caff.  p.  45.  i  Onuph.  in  Faft.  p.  5135.    P.  Pagi^ 

p.  txg.        epio,  p.  81 3«    Jul.  Cap4ia  Aur.  p«  a««        '  It>id«p.  3s. 
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and  fdch  a  hufband  as  M.  Aurelius,  whom  fome  did  not 
believe  to  be  the  father  of  Commodus  (F).  Fauftina  being 
dead,  Fabia,  the  fitter  of  *L.  Verus,  who  had  been  for- 
merly betrothed  to  M.  Aurelius,  did  all  that  lay  in  her 
power  to  induce  him  to  marry  her ;  but  he,  thinking  it  im- 
proper to  fubje£i  his  children  to*  the  authority  of  a  ftep- 
motber,  took,  in  the  room  df  a  lawful  wife,  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  deceafed  emprefs's  domeftics  ^  •  for  to  that 

s  Vulcat.  Gall.  p.  34. 


ni 


(F)  Her  chief  gallants  wftre 
Tertullus,  Utilius,  Orfitus,  and 
ilXdoderatus,  whom  nevcrthelefs 
Antoninus,   either  not   giving 
oredit  to  what  was  faid  of  the 
empfefs,  or  difTembling  her  ir- 
regular coridu6t,  preferred  to  fe- 
.  vcral  employments.    Her  lewd- 
nefs,  and  her  intimacy  with  the 
above  mentioned  perfons,  efpe- 
cially  with  Tertullus,  were  {q 
publicly  known,  that  a  mimic 
having  one  day  aiked  his  com- 
panion upon  the  flage,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  emperor,  what 
was  the  name  of  the  perfon  who 
was  too  familiar  with  his  wife, 
the  other  repeated  the  name  of 
Tullus  three  times;    whereby 
^he  whole  audience  [perceived, 
that  he  meant  Tertullus,  the 
firft/yllable  of  his  name  Signi- 
fying   three    times  (\)^      Some 
of  the    emperor's    friends  ad- 
vifed  him  to  divorce  her  ;  but 
he  replied,  "  If  I  divorce  her, 
i  muft  return  her  dower,  that 
is,    the  empire,    which  I  re* 
ceived  of  her  father."     In  one 
place  he  commends  her  free  and 
open  temper,  her  fincerity  in 
friendfliip,andher  acquiefcence 
in  his  will  (2).     He  bewailed 
her,  according  to  the  emperor 
Julian  (3),  more  than  was  be- 
coming in  a  man  of  his  gravity^ 


for  a  woiiianof  the  moft  linble^ 
mifhed  chara^er.  He  pro* 
nounced  himfelf  her  funeral 
oration,  and  intreated  the  fe- 
nate  to  rank  her  among  the 
gods;  for  which  he  is  de-* 
fervedly  expofed  and  ridiculed 
by  the  above  mentioned  em- 
peror (a).  He  founded  a  fo^ 
ciety  of  young  women;  whonl 
he  educated  at  his  own  expence^ 
and  called  after  the  emprefs's 
name.  The  village  where  ihe 
died  he  made  a  colony,  and  % 
city,  flyling  it  Fauftuiopolis ; 
and  ereifted  a  temple  to  her  ho* 
nour,  which  was  afterwards  con- 
fecrated  to  Heliogabalus,  the 
mod  lewd  and  debauched  of  all 
the  Roman  emperors.  The  fe* 
nate,  out  of  flattery  to  the  em- 
peror, not  only  ranked  among 
the  goddefles  a  perfon  unworthy 
of  a  place  among  women  of  any 
n>odefly  and  reputation,  but 
ere6ted  flatues  to  her  and  M. 
Aurelius,  with  an  altar,  ordain- 
ing, that  young  women,  imme* 
diately  after  their  marriage j 
(hould  repair  to  it,  and  oifer  a 
folemn  facrifice  (5).  By  this 
fcandalous  inflitution,  tljey  de^ 
ferved  that  their  daughters 
(hould  referable  Fauftina,  and 
their  fons  Gommodus. 


(1)  Jul.  Cap.  in  Aitr.  p.  31.  (i)  M.  Antonin.  de  feip.  lib.  L 

cap.  14.  (3)  Julian.  Csfp*!}.  (4)  Idem  ibid.  p.  50* 

(5)  Dio,  lib.  Ixki.  p.  913.    Jul.  Cap.  in  Aur.  p«  %%. 
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paritf*  which  the  Chrifttan  refigion  requires  smd 
mands,  eren  the  moft  virtuous  among  the  pagan,  phibia- 
phers  were  utter  ftrangers.  As  the  Syrians  had  resd% 
^ined  Caflius,  a  law  pafled  at  this  time,  ena£king»  tbat  so 
one  ihould  be  fent  with  the  cfaarafler  o£  gOTemor  inta  his 
-own  country  *.  > 

The  next  confuls  were  T.  Vitrafins  Pollio  and  M.  FiavxiB 
.Aper>  both  for  the  fecond  time  K  Claudius  PompeianiiSy 
the  emperor's  fon-in-law,  and  Clodius  Albinus,  who  bad 
prevented  the  legions  in  Bithynia  from  joining  CafEus,  as 
•we  have  related  above,  were  likewife  confuls  this  year. 
M.  Aurelius,  arriving  in  the  Eaft,  freely  pardoned  all  the 
peron  cU-  ^jjj^  ^^^  communities,  which  had  joined  Caflius,  except 
Z^^dujsf  Antioch,  the  inhabitants  of  that  metropolis  having  diftin-, 
guiftied  themfelvcs,  above  all  the  reft,  by  their  zeal  for 
his  competitor,  and  their  hatred  to  him.  He  therefore  pub- 
lifhed  a  fevere  edift,  deprived  them  of  all  their  privileges, 
fupprefled  their  public  aflemblies,  and  prohibited  their  (hews 
and  fpe£kacles,  to  which  they  were  greatly  addiAed  :  hot 
his  anger  being  foon  appeafed,  before  he  left  Syria,  he  to- 
ftored  them  to  their  former  condition,  and  even  conde- 
fcended  to  vifit  their  city.  From  Syria  he  paflbd  ihto  Egypt, 
•where  he  not  only  forgave,  but  enriched,  with  fevcral  pri- 
vileges Alexandria,  which  had  likewife  fided  with  Caffius. 
Having  vifited  moftof  the  chief  cities  in  the  Eaft,  and  given 
everywhere  innumerable  inftances  of  his  huqunity,  be 
failed  &om  Smvrna,  where  he  had  ftaid  fome  time,  and 
had  feveral  conierences  with  the  celebrated  fophift  Ariflides^ 
and  arrived  at  Athens,  in  which  place  he  was  initiated  in  the 
Eleufinian  myfteries.  He  conferred  many  favom^  on  tbe 
eity  of  Athens,  and  eftabliflied  public  profeflbrsof  all  fd- 
ences,  with  liberal  allowances  to  be  paid  tbem  yearly  o«t 
of  the  treafury  \ 

•  From  Athens  he  failed  fdr  Italy;  and,  landing  at.firun- 
dufiumj  commanded  the  army  immediately  to  refume  the 
Homan  gown ;  for  neither  he,  nor  aay  of  his  officers  or 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Ibldiers,  ever  appeared  in  Italy  in  a  coiJitary  habit.  He  re- 
turned to  Rome  with  his  ion  Conimodus,  whom  he  named 
conful,  though  at  that  time  but  fixteen.  Soon  after,  he 
beftowed  on  him  die  title  of  imperator,  which  he  hil&fetf 
aflhmed  for  the  eighth  time,  probably  on  account  ogf  ioac. 
vi£tory  gained  over  the  Germans  by  Pertinax,  governor  of 
Illyricum.  At  length,  on  the  twenty-^tbird  flCPecember, 
both  he,  and  his  fon  Commodus,  entered, Rqqpn  diftribtit- 


15x5. 
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^  Dio,  Kb.  Ixxi.  p.  3^13. 
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lug,  ort  tills  occafion,  large  fums  among  the  people  and  fol-  which  he 
diery,  an^ounting  to  as  many  pieces  of  gold  a  head  as  he  had  eaters  in 
been  years  abfent,  which ,  according  to  Dio  CafEus*,  were  eight*  *^^^^^^ 
At  the  fame  time,  he  exhibited  magnificent  (hews,  though  he  ^'^mw- 
took  no  pleafurc  himfelf  in  fuch  diverfiona.    In  the  follow-  ^lus^ 
Ing  year,  Aurelius  Commodus  Csefar  and  Quintillus  being 
Coniufs,  Commodus  was  honoured  by  the  fenate  with  the 
title  of  father  of  his  country,  and  by  the  emperor  with  that 
of  Auguftus;   on  which  occafion  M.  Aurelius  remitted  Infianasof 
"Whatever  was  due  from  individuals,  either  to  the  emperor,  ^J^  genero'^ 
or  to  the  treafury,  ever  fince  the  time  in  which  Adrian  had  "f^^.^^, 
cancelled  all  fuch  debts  ".     He  moreover  prefented  the  in-  ture. 
Habitants  of  Smyrna  with  large  fums,  enabling  them  to  re- 
l3uild  their  city,  which  was  almoft  ruined  by  a  dreadful 
earthquake  ".     He  could  not  fupprefs  the  combats  of  gla- 
diators without  offending  the  people ;  however,  as  he  was 
an  enemy  to  all  cruelty  and  bloodfhed,  he  allowed  the  com- 
batants only  blunt  fwords,  in  the  nature  of  our  foils,  fay- 
ing, that  with  them  they  mig^ht  equally  difplay  their  ikili 
and  dexterity  ®. 

Next  year,  when  Orfitus  and  Julianus  Rufus  were  con-  He  mar  chef 
fuls,  the  Marcomanni,  and  their  confederates,  renewing  ^g^i^fi  thi 
the  war  with  great  vigour,  the  emperor  refolved  to  march  -^-^^^f  • 
againft  them  irt  perfon.     But  before  he  left  Rome,  he  mar*  ^'^^^^ » 
ned  his  fon  Commodus  to  Crifpina,  the  daughter  of  Brut- 
tius  Prsefens ;  and  repairing  to  the  fenate,  dcfired  leave  to 
take  out  of  the  public  treafure  the  neceflary  fums  for  car* 
ryittg  On  the  war,  faying,  that  an  emperor  nad  nothing  of 
his  oMm,  not  even  the  palace  be  lived  in  ;  but  that  all  be- 
longed to  the  fenate  and  people  p.    He  then  went  to  the 
Capitol,  where  he  declared  upon  his  oath,  thatj  fince  his 
acceffion  to  the  empire,  no  fenator  had  been  put  to  death 
by  his  order ;  that  fuch  as  had  perifhed  in  the  rebellion,  had 
been  killed  without  his  knowlege ;  and  that  he  would  have 
fparedthem  all,  CafEus  himfelf  not  excepted,  had  it  bqen. 
in  his  power.    As  he  was  eminently  ftilled  in  philofophy^ 
many  perfons  of  learning  earneftly  intreated  him  to  explain, 
before  he  left  Rome,  the  moft  difficult  and  intricate  points 
of  the  different  feds  of  philofophers ;  a  talk  which  he  per- 
formed accordingly,  fpending  therein  three  whole  days. 
They  feemed  to  apprehend,  that,  by  his  death,  this  know- 
lege might  have  been  loft ;  a  circumflailce  that  fhews  how 
thoroughly  he  was  verfed  in  the  different  tenets  of  the  va- 
rious fefls  of  philofophers  '.     At  length  he  left  Rome,  with 

\  Jul.  Cap.  p.  19.             »"  Orof.  lib,  vii.  cap.  15.  «  AriiH'. 

Om.xx.                  <*  Dio,  in  Excerpt.    Val.  p.  71$.  P  Dio, 
J^*8f4«               4  JultCap.  inCaff.  p.4t. 
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his  fon  CommoduSy  on  the  fifth  of  Augull  of  the  yeas  i  j^ 
the  eighteenth  of  his  reigii '. 
and  gains  a  In  the  following  year,  Commodus  Auguftus  and  T.  An- 
^gnai  vif-  nius  Aurelius  Verus  being  confuls  the  fecond  time,  M.  Au-«^ 
t9ry  onter  relius  gained  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Marcommanni,  Her- 
'  '**  monduri,  Quadi,  and  Sarmatians  ;  for  which  both  he,  and 

his  fon  Commodus  took   the  title  of  imperator*.     All  we 
know  of  this  a£tion  is,  that  the  Roman  army  was  com- 
manded by  Paternus,  and  the  Germans  were  totally  de- 
feated ;  infomuch  that  all  Germany,  and  the  different  na- 
tions inhabiting   it,,  would  have  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
the  Roman  yoke,  had  not  the  emperor  been  prevented  by 
death  from  crowning  his  conquefts  with  the  redudion  of 
Yr.  of  Fl.  fo  powerful  and  extenfive  a  country.     He  died  in  the  fol- 
»5i9«       lowing  year,  Pra&fens  and  Sex.  Quintilius  Condianus  being 
A,  D.  i8f«  confuls,  on  the  feventeenth  of  March,  after  having  lived 
^*^'  fifty-eight  years    ten   months  and    twenty-two  days,  and 
His  death,    reigned,  from  the  death  of  Antoninus  Pius,  eighteen  years, 
and  ten  or  eleven  days  *  (G).   Two  days  before  his  death,  he 
recommended  his  fon  Commodus  to  the  aimy,  and  conjured 
his  friends  to  affift  him  with,  their  advice.     On  the  feventh 
day  of  his  illnefs,  he  defired  to  fee  his  fon  again ;  but  im- 
mediately difmifled    him,  left  he  fliouLd  be  infc£led  with 
the  fame  diftemper.     When  he  was  gone,  he  compofed 
himfetf,  as  if  he  deftgned  to  fleej^,  and  expired  the  follow- 
ing night  ".     He   died,  according  to  TertuUian  ^,  at  Sir- 
mium,  now  Sirmich,  in  Sclavonia;   according  to  the  two 
Viftors,   at  Vendobona,  now  Vienna,  in  Auftria.     It  is 
unneceflary  to  mention  the  concern  of  the  foldiery,  and 
Roman  people,  for  the  lofs  of  fogood  and  fo  gre^t  a  prince* 
His  body,  or  rather  his  afhes,  were  conveyed  ta  Rome,  and 
He  h  rank'  depofited  in  the  monument  of  Adrian.    "He  was  immedi- 
ed  among     ately  ranked  among  the  gods,  a  temple  waa  eredJed,  and  an 
the  gods,       order  of  priefts  appointed  to  his  honour.     Whoever  had  not 

t  Spart.  in  Com.  p.  50.  »  Birag.  p.  1*7.    Jul.  Cap.  in  M 

Aur.  p.  34.  <  Dio,  p.  aio,  8^14,  &  Theoph.  Antioch.  )ib.  iiL 

p.  137.    Chron.  Alex.  p.  614.  u^  juL  Cap.  ^.34.         «  Ter- 

tui.  Apol.  cap.  25. 

(G)  Dio  Caffius  poiitively  af-  my  ;  and  adds,  that  the,  erapc- 

firms,  that  be  was  difpatched  by  ror,  with  much  difficulty,   pre- 

his  phyficians,  deiirous   to  in-  vailed  upon  his    fon,  and   his 

gratiate  thcmfelves  with  Com-  friends^  not  to  abandon  him;  aa 

modus.     On  the  other  hand,  ihftance  of  neglect  and  ingrati- 

Julius  Capitolinus  feema  to  af-  tade  which  he  took  fo  unkindly, 

cribe  his  death  to  a  contagious  that  he  abftained  from  all  fort 

diftemper;  for  he tefls  us,  that  of  nourilhrncat* 


the  plague  ftill  raged  in  the  ar- 
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fome  image  or  ftatue  of  M.  Aurelius  in  his  houfe,  was 
judged  a  facrilegious  perfon,  fays  Julius  Capitolinus ;  in 
^vhofe  time,  that  is,  in  the  reign  of  Dioclefian,  he  was  ftill 
worftiipped  in  molt  families  among  their  domeflic  gods. 

He  was,  without  all  doubt,  one  of  the  greateft  and  bed 
princes  that  ever  fwayed  a  fceptre.  His  only  fault  was,  His  fault. 
according  to  Dio  Calfius,  his  too  great  clemency;  for, 
though  he  rewarded  with  much  gencrofity  the  good  and 
virtuous,  yet  he  did  not  reftrain  and  punifh,  with  due  fe- 
verity,  the  vicious  and  wicked;  whence  fome  governors  of 
provinces,  prefuming  upon  his  lenity,  plundered,  and  often 
Avith  impunity^  the  people  comhiitted  to  their  care  (H). 
The  meditations  of  M.  Aurelius,  which  have  reached  our  Hlsmedi- 
times,  are  highly  commended  by  all  the  ancients,  as  an  '^^^^*'* 
epitome  of  the  beft  rules  which  human  reafon,  or  philofo- 
.phy,  can  fuggeft  for  the  conduft  of  a  virtuous  life.  Some 
have  queftioned,  whether  what  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us 
te  the  whole  work,  or  only  an  abftraft  of  it,  as  it  confifts 
of  loofe  and  unconnefted  fentences,  whereof  the  fenfe  is 
not  always  complete.  But  the  ableft  critics  arc  of  opinion, 
that  M.  Aurelius  left  the  work  fuch  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
having  compofed  it  only  for  his  private  ufe*.  Itiscom- 
prifcd  in  twelve  books,  of  which  the  firft  feems  to  have 
heen  compofed  in  the  heat  of  the  Marcomannic  war, 
while  he  was  encara.pcd  on  the  banks  of  the  Gran  in  the 
jcountry  of  the  Quadi  ^.  He  finiftied  the  fecond  book  at  Car- 
tiuntum,  where  he  redded,  according  to  Eutropius,  three 
whole  years  *.  As  M.  Aurelius  was  a  great  encourager  of 
learning,  many  ^eminent  writers,  efpcciaUy  philofophers, 
4ouri(hed  in  his  rdgn,  of  whom  we  fhaU  give  an  account 
in  our  notes  (I).  CHAP 

3K  Vide  VoflT.  Hift.  Graec.  lib.  n.  cap.  14,.  y  Vi.  Aurcl.  lib.  I. 

cap.  15.  z  Idem,  lib.  ix,  cap.  ^. 

(H)  The  emperor  Julian  pre-  (I)  The  moft  celebrated  a- 

fers  M.  Aurelius  to  Csefar,  to  mong  the  philofophers  were, 

Auguftus,  and  to  all  the  other  Crefcentius,    Celfus,     Lucian, 

princes  who  had  reigned  till  his  Demonax,  Alexander  the  fam- 

time ;  but  at  the  fame  time  finds  owe  irapoftor,  Sextus  the  Stoic, 

fault  with  him  for  bequeathing  ^iextu«  the  empiiic,  Numenes, 

•the  empire  to  his  vicious  fon  Hcrmogenes,     and     Ariliides. 

Commodus,  and  not  to  his  fon-  Crefcentius  was  a  Cynic  philo- 

in-law  Pompeianus,  who  was  a  fopher,  and,  according  to 'the 

.j>erfon  of  extraordinary  partsf  .charader  which  Tatian  draws 

^nd  well  qualified  for  £0  great  a  of  him,  abandoned  to  all  man- 

0raft(i).  ner  of  Jewdnefs  (2).    We  find 

^1}  Julian.  Cast  13, 14.,  12,  %3,  41,49.        (•)  Tatian.  p.  157. 
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CHAP.     LVII. 

TAe  Roman  Uiftory^from  the  Death  of  M.  Au- 
relius  to  the  Death  of  Alexander,  when  the 
Empire  was  fir fi  transferred  wit Iwui  the  Con^ 
fent  of  the  Senate. 

COM  MODUS  was  the  firft  emperor  born  in  his  fa- 
ther's reign,  and  the  fecond  that  fucceeded  his  father 
in  the  empire.     He  was  born  on  the  thirty-firft  of  Auguft 
CommMu^  of  the  yeat  16 1,  and  raifed  to  the  empire  on  the  feven- 

•  leenth 


two  pbilofopliers  bearing  the 
came  of  Celfus,  and  both  of 
ihe  fed  of  Epicurus,  mention* 
pdi  by  Origen  (3).  Of  thefe, 
one  flouriiUed  under  Neio,  and 
the  other  itnder  Adrian^  and  his. 
immediate  rucceffors  (4).  The 
latter  wrote  feveral  books  a- 
gaind  magic,  much  commended 
by  Lucian,  who  infcribed  to 
liim  his  hiftory  of  the  celebrat- 
ed irapoilor  Alexander,  which 
lie  undertook  at  his  requeft 
<5).  Some  difiinguiifa  this 
writer  from  the  author  of  the 
difcourfes,again(l  the  C)ii]l|)aan8« 
whom  Origen  confuted;  but 
Baronius,  and  mod  critics  a- 
fcTJbe  to  the  fame  writer  the 
books  agai'nft  magic,,  and  thofe 
againft  the  Chriftian  religion; 

The  Works  of  lAiekn  have 
reached  our  times,  and  are  de- 
iervediy  admired  for  the  ele- 

fance  and  .purity  of  the  fiyle ; 
ut  filled  with  impious  and 
atheillical  fentiments :  whence 
he  had  the  furname  of  the 
AtheiH,  or  the  Blafphemer  (6),. 
He  was  a  native  of  Samoffeta  in 
ijyria,  and  of  a  mean  defcent. 

(3)  Orig.  in  Celf.  lib.i.  p.  8. 
Pfeud.  p.  498.  (6)  Suid.  p. 

U  Apo).  p.  162. 


In  his  youth  he  declaimtd^  aoi 
pleaded  caufes,  and  was  in  his 
old  age  rei^ier  to  the  governur 
of  Egypt  (7)  He  wrote,  sic- 
cording,  to  £unapius,  the  life 
of.  the  philofopher  Demonax, 
whoie  difciple  he  had  been.  He 
reprefents  him  as  the  greateft 
philofopher  of  his  -time;  but, 
after  all,  he  was  only  a  Cynic, 
fomewhat  more  polifned  and  ci- 
vilized than  the  reft  of  his  bre- 
thren.  What  we  lind  moft 
commendable  b  him  is,  that, 
though  he  was  of  a  noble  h^ 
4nily,  rich,  eloquent,  and  well 
verfed  in  moft  branches  of 
learning ;  yet  he  lived  in  po- 
verty, pratHfed  g^reat  aufteii- 
ties,  and  would  not  fufFer  any 
one  to  attend  him.  When  he 
grew  old,  and  could  no  longer 
exift  without  being  a6SftedV 
others,  he  chofe  rather  codieof 
hunger,  than  to  allow  any  per- 
ibn  to  perform  the  leaft  oJike 
about  him.  He  was  a  native  of 
Cyprus ;  but  refided  at  Athens, 
where  he  was  highly  eftceroei 
in  his  life-time,  and  equally 
regretted  after  his  death.    The 

(4)  Idem  ibid.    '      (5)  Lucian* 
55.  (7)  Lucian,  Hift.  p.  359* 
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€eenth  of  March  of  the  year  i8  r.    H^M  cotttmonlf  called 
Xt«  ^lj«i6  AttrciMis  CommodttSj  and  fomedmes  Commodut 

Ante- 
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account  wHich  Ludlan  gim  uis 
of  the  <ieldbra,ted  impoftor  Alex- 
ander is  very  (diverting.  He  was 
a  native  of  Abonitichos,  k  tfia^ 
ritime  city  of  Pamphylia,  aiicl 
generally  revered  on  account  of 
nis  pretended  predi6lions,  and 
counterfeit  miraclesy  as  a  pro- 
phet.   Lucian,   however,  was 
not  eaiily  deceived,  coniidered 
Kirn  as  an  impoflor,  ridiculed 
ills  miracles,  and  expofed  him 
in  all  companies ;  which  fo  pro- 
<voked  the  pretended  prophet, 
^hat  he  endeavpured  to  ftir  u^ 
ins  countrymen,  the  inhabitants 
of   Abonitichos,   againft  him. 
Alexander,  neverthelefs,  fome 
time  after,  pretended  to  be  re- 
conciled to  him  y  and  even  offer- 
ed him  a  ihip  to  convejr  him  to 
Amaftris  in  rontus,  whither  his 
af&irs  called  him,    Lucian  ac- 
cepted the  offer ;  but  was  not  a 
little  furprifed,  when,  at  a  great 


He  would  haveprofecut^d  Alex- 
ander before  the  governor  of 
Pontus  and  Bithynia ;  but  that 
tpagiftrate  dilTuaded  him  from 
it :  telling  him,  that  he  could 
not  condemn  Alexander,  with- 
out incurring  the  difpleafure  of 
Rutilianus,who  was  Very  power- 
ful at  court,  and  hadf  in   hh 
old  a^pe  married  the  daughter  of 
the    impoftor,     believing    the 
moon  to  be  her  mother.    Thus 
Lucian  had  no   other    meai\s 
left  of  being  revenged  on  Alex- 
ander, but  by  writing  his  life, 
and  painting  him    in  his  true 
colours.    Tnis  piece,  hbwever, 
he  did  not  publifli  till  the  im- 
poftor's  death,  which  happened 
m  the  reign  of  M.  Aurelius. 

Sextus  was  a  native  of  Chae- 
ronea,  in  Boeotia,  by  feft  a 
Stoic,  and  had  been  preceptor 
to  M.  Aurelius,  and  L.  Verus. 
Moll  writers  fuppofe  him   to 


difhnce  from  land,  he  obferved    have  been  nephew  to  Plutarch, 
the  pilot  burfting  into  tears,     At  the  fame  time  floariflied  an- 


and  making  various  figns  to  the 
mariners.  Lucian  imagined  the 
▼effel  to  be  in  danger ;  but  was 
more  terrified,  when  the  pilot 
frankly  confefled,  that  he  had 
received  pofitive  orders  from 
Alexander  to  throw  him  into  the 
fea ;  but  could  not  prevail  upon 
himfelf,  after  having  lived  fo 
lopg  without  reproach,  to  com- 
mit a  murder  in  his  old  age. 
He  left  him,  however,  in  a  de- 
fert  and  barren  ifland,  where 
he  muft  have  foon'  pdrifhed. 
Bad  he  not  been  faVcd  by  the 
veiTels  of  the  king  of  Bofporus, 
which    happened  to  fail    by» 


ther  phiiofopher  bearing  the 
fame  name,  but  a'native  of  Li- 
bya, and  by  fe<a  a  Pyrrho- 
man  (8).  He  is  ftyled  by  Ga- 
len, and  Diogenes  Laertius,  th^ 
empiric.  Some  of  his  works 
have  reached  our  times  (9).  A- 
bout  this  time  Numenes  is  like* 
wife  fuppofed  to  have  flourifli- 
ed,  whofe  writings  are  often 
quoted  by  Eufebius  and  Theo* 
doretus  againft  the  Pagans.  He 
wias,  according  to  Suidas  f  i),  a 
native  of  Apamea,  in  oyria. 
He  proves,  that  Plato  copied 
from  Mofes  what  he  lyrote  con« 
ceming  God,  and  the  forming 


(8)  Ruald.  Vit.  Plut.  cap.  51 
(i)  Said.  p.  241. 
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(9)  Vide  Joii£  lib.  ii.  cap- 1. 
of 
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Antoninus.    He  was  educated  with  great  care  by  his  fa-v 
tlier ;  but  neverthelefs  proyed  one  of  the  moft  lewd,  cruelji 

and 


of  the  univerfe  {2).   He  feems 
to  have  joined  together  the  te- 
nets of  Plato  and  Pythagoras  : 
whence  he  is  by  foipe  ranked 
among  the  followers  of  Plato; 
by  others,  among  the  Pythago- 
reans (3),   Crones,   Ariftoclps, 
Antiochus,    Alexander,    Her- 
mogenes,  Ariftides,  and  Phry- 
nicus,  were  all  contemporaries 
with  Numenes.      Crones  was 
one  of  his  difciples,  and  wrote 
a  treatife  on  the  generation  of 
things^  which  we  find  quoted 
by  Origen  apd  Plotinus  (4), 
Ariflocles  wa^  a  native  of  Per- 
gamus,  and  firft  a  Peripatetic 
philofopher ;  but  afterwards  he 
abandoned  the  fludy  of  philofo- 
phy,   and   applied   himfelf   to 
that  of  eloquence,  under  the 
celebrated  Herodes  Atticus.  He 
declaimed  in  his  own  country  ; 
but  did  not  meet  with  the  ap- 
plaufe  he  expected  (5),     An- 
tiochus was  a  native  of  ^gae, 
in  Cilicia,  by  profeffion  a  fo- 
phift,  and  one  of  the  difciple? 
of  Dionyfius,  the  Milefian,  of 
whom  we  have  fpoken  in  the 
reign  of  Adrian,  Alexander  wa? 
likewife  a  profeft  fophift,  and  is 
greatly  commended  by  Philo- 
liratus.     He  was  born  in  Seleu- 
cia,  comprifed  at  that  time  in 
Cilicia;  but   afterwards   raifed 
to   the  metropolis   of  I  fauna, 
■  He  was  one  of  the  difciples  of 
Favorinus,   Adrian's  great  fa- 
vourite, and  afterwards  fecre- 
tary  for  the  Greek  tongue  to 
JM.  Aurelius.     Hermogenes,  a 


native  of  "JTarfus,  gained  Tucti 
reputation  among  the  fbphifls, 
when  he  was  but  fifteen  year? 
old,  th^t  M.  Aurelius  went  in 
perfon  tp  hear  him,  was  greatly 
delighted  wi;h  l\is  extraordinary 
genius,   and  loaded   him  with 
prefents.    Ariftides,  one  of  the 
moft  celebrated  fophifts  of  his 
time,  was  a  native  of  Adriano- 
tbera,  in  Myfia^:  he  is  highly 
commended  for  his  eloquence, 
by  Phrynicus,   his   contempo-r 
rarv  (6),   by  Philoftratus  (7), 
^nd  in  general  by  all  the  an- 
cients; but  if  he  excelled,  a$ 
he  is  &id  to  have  done,   aU  the 
other   fophifts,  f^veral  of  hi«. 
orations,  which  have  reached 
our  tinips   (8),    conyince   us, 
that  we  hav^  no  reafon  to  re-t 
gret  the  lofs  of  their  works. 
.  Lucius,  or  as  be  is  ftyled  by 
others,   Saturantius    Apuleius, 
was  a  native  of  Madaura,  a  Ro- 
man colony  on  the  borders  <rf 
Numidia  and  Getulia,  the  (an 
of  one  of  the  chief  men  of  that 
V:ity,  and  of  Salvia,  a  defcend- 
en?  of  PKitarcU  (9),    He  pafled 
^lis  childhood  partly  in  Greece 
(for  his  mother  was  ojigi Dally 
of  ThelTaly),  and  partly  at  Car- 
thage, where  he  learned,  with- 
out the  ajHiftan9e  of  an  inflruco 
tor,  the  Latin  tongue  ;  but  not 
without   much   labour,    as  he 
himfelf  owr\s.     From  CarthagQ 
he  went  to  Athens,  where  he 
applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
poetry,     geometry,    diale^cs, 
and  mufic,  and  thoroughly  in- 


(2)  Suid.  p.  »4i.      (3)  Vide  Jonf.  lib.  iii.  cap.  10.       (4)  Wcm, 
ibid.  (5)  Pbiloltr.  Sophift.*s9.  (6)  Phot.  cap.  158, 

(7)  Philoftr.  Soph.  35.         (S)  Vide  Phot,cap.  246,  &c.        (9)  ApuL 
Jtfgtaib.ii.p,  115.  &Prol.p.29.  *^     '  '  \y^      r% 
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nnd  wicked  tyrants  that  ever  difgraced  a  tbrone.    His  clia- 
rafler  confirms  in  fome  degree  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 

believed 

philus  have  undergone  the  fame 
tate  :  he  was  a  philofopher  and 
fophift,  brought  up,  as  Suidai 
informs  us  (6)^  by  Julianus, 
who  was  conful  in  the  year  1 75, 
the  fifteenth  of  M.  Aurelius's 
reign.  The  hiftory  of  Greece, 
written  by  Paufanias  in  tdn 
books,  has  reached  us.  The 
author  (lefcribes  with  great  truth 
and  exadtnefs  the  fituation  and 
antiquities  of  each  city,  and  all 
the  curiofities  which  in  his  time 
were  to  be  feen  in  a  country 
once  £0  famous ;  but  fome  cri- 
tics find  fault  with  him  for  in* 
terweaving  his  hiftory  with  {o 
many  fables,  which,  however, 
are  of  great  ufe  for  the  right 
underitanding  of  the  ancient 
writers.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  M.  Aurelius,  fiou- 
rifhed  lamblichus,  by  birth  a 
Babylonian,  and  by  profeilion 
a  magician.  He  publilhed  fe- 
veral  works  in  Greek,  and,  a- 
ipong  the  rell,  one  flyled  Baby- 
lonica  (7),  which  is  faid  by 
Tennulius  to  be  dill  preferved 
in  the  famous  library  of  the  Ef- 
curia^in  Spain  (8).  Voifius 
takes  this  Babylonica  to  be  no- 
thing elfe  but  the  filly  romance, 
of  which  Photius  has  been  at 
the  trouble  of  giving  us  too 
long  an  ab(lra6t.  Theophylus 
of  Antioch  has  tranfmitted  i| 
table  of  the  Roman  emperors, 
from  Julius  Caefar  to  the  death 
of  M.  Aurelius,  with  the  years, 
months,  and  days,  of  their  re^ 
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formed  himfelf  of  the  different 
tenets  of  the  various  feds  of 
philofc^phers  ;  bi|t  embraced 
that  of  Plato,  which,  however, 
did  not  prevent  him  from  ftu- 
dying  magic  with  great  appli* 
cation.  He  is  even  faid  to  have 
been  fo  well  (killed  in  that  art, 
as  to  work  feveral  nnracles, 
which  the  Pagans  oppofed  to 
thofe  of  our  Saviour  ( i ) .  Thefc 
miracles,  however,  are  not  well 
atteded ;  and  Apuleius  himfelf, 
being  accufed  as  a  magician  be* 
fore  Claudius  Maximus,  pro- 
conful  of  Africa,  endeavoured 
to  clear  himfelf  from  the  charge 
of  fuch  an  enormous  crime,  by 
an  excellent  difcourfe,  which 
has  reachedour  times  (2}. 

Amongft  the  hidorians  who 
flourifhed  under  M.  Aurelius, 
(hofe  of  the  greatefl  reputation 
are  Folyaenus,  a  Macedonian, 
who  dedicated  to  M.  Aurelius, 
and  L.  Verus,  the  eight  books 
of  flratagems  publilhed  by  Ca- 
faubon  (3).  He  left  other 
works  (and  among  the  refl  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  city  of  Thebes), 
which  have  been  long  fince 
loft  (4).  An^yntianus  wrote, 
and  addreffed  to  M*  Aurelius, 
the  hiftory  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  which  was  not  much 
admired.  He  likewife  publilh- 
ed the  life  of  Domitian,  and 
the  lives  of  fome  other  Latin 
and  Greek  princes  (5);  but 
none  of  his  works  have  reached 
pur  tin^e^.     Tbpfe  of  Damp* 


(1)  Hieron.  Ff.  I^xxi.  La^.  lib.  v.  cap.  3.  Aug.  epift.  cxxxvi. 
(1)  Apul.  Apol.  (3)  Voff.  Hift.  Grasc.  lib.  ii,  cap.  14.  (4)  Suid. 
P»  559'  (5)  Phot.  cap.  131.   '      (6)  Suid.  p.  640.         (7;  Phot. 

c%p.  49.        (8}  Voir  ibid.  Jib.  iv.  p.  582.  &  Samuel.  Tennul.  in  Not. 
1^  U^pfiA,  Aritb.  Arn^i^f J  ano«  1667. 

I^elpeair^ 
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believed  him  to  be  the  fon  of  a  famous  gladiator,  widi 
whom  his  mother  F«iMftioa  was  faid  to  hjiire  had  a  cnxmns^ 

inter* 


rerpe£tiYe  reigas,  j£fiiiliu9 
Partfaentaous  cOnapoied  the  hif- 
tory  of  all  thofe  wbo  attempted 
fo  uAirp  the  fovereign '  power* 
He  did  not  end  his  biftory  be- 
Ibre  the  year  17^,  for  he  wfY>te 
fhe  life  of  Aridius  Caffius.  He 
16  quoted  by  Vulcadus  Galii- 
canus,  who  flouriihed  voiditi 
Pioclefian  Voffius  ranks  him 
among  the  Latio  hiiloriaas  (q)* 
ProcjiSu;^  who  infiru^ted  M. 
Aufelius  in  the  Latin  gram* 
mar,  and  was  on  that  jurcounc 
raifed  by  him  to  the  confulihipi 
publiihed  a  work  on  fttreiga 
countries,  or,  as  (bme  read  it^ 
religions,  De  regionibu8<»  or  re* 
ligionibas  (1  )•  He  was  born  in 
Africa ;  but  thoroughly  verfed 
in  the  Latin  tongue  (2).  -Hc- 
phaeilion  and  Harpocration, 
who  inftrujfted  L.  Vcrus  in  the 
Greek  language  (3)1,  have  both 
left  fome  works  behind  them. 
A^  excellent  4>iece  de  re  me* 
trica,  which  fecms  to  be  very 
ancient,  and  bears  the  name  of 
Hephaeilion,  a  grammarian  of 
Alexandria,  has  teached  our 
times 9  and  is  commonly  aibrib- 
ed  to  Hephxftion,  the  precep- 
tor of  L.  Vcrus.  Another 
learned  .piece  is  ftiU  extant,  on 
the  ten  orators  of  Athens,  done 
by  Valerius  Haipbcration,  fup-. 
pofed  to  have  been  preceptor  to- 
X».  Vcrus  (4).  -  At  this  time* 
flourifhcd  Apoiloniuf  of  Alex- 
andria, furnamcd  Dyifcoles,  who 
publiihed  Cbyeral  gnui\Hiaticai 


pieces.  He  was  father  to  He*^ 
rodianus,  who  lived,  according 
to  Suldas,  in  the  time  of  1^ 
Auiielius,  and  pobtitlied  feveni 
grammatical  pieces  (c).  Ar- 
temidonas,  author  of  fevend 
hooks  on  the  interpretation  of 
dreams,  lived  under  Antoninus 
Pius  aad  M.  Aurefius ;  fer  he 
is  quoted  by  Lucian  5  and  he 
himfelf  telts  us,  that  he  was  ac* 
quainted  with  one  who  had  en* 
tered  the  lifts  in  the  combats 
that  were  exhibited  by  AmoDi- 
nus  Pius  at  Puteoli^  tB  honour 
of  Adrian,  He  woa  a  native 
of  Ephefus,  and  in  his  other 
works  fiyled  himfelf  Artemido- 
rus  the  Ephefian ;  tot  in  that 
00  the  interpftetimoii  of  dreams^ 
he  took  the  fumame  of  Daldia* 
nus  from  Daldis,  a  fmall<»^  cl 
Lydia,  the  birth-j^ce  of  bis 
mother.  Marcellus  of  Ida,  In 
PamphyHa,  wrote,  in  the  r^n 
of  M.  Aut^ius»  ibrty-two 
books^  in  hexaimeecr  verfe,  oa 
phylk  ;  and  is -quoted  by  St. 
Jerom  (6).  Marotius,  a  Lada 
poet,  publiihed  -fome  fatires  in 
the  beginning  of  the  i^eiga  of 
M.  A^ireiitts,  not  fparing  that 
jwince,  norkis |)redecefibr  An- 
toninus' Pius ;  but  he  patiently 
bore  his  railleries.  Apuleias 
ipeaks  of  a  poet  who  lived  kt 
his  time,  and  had  begun  an  ex- 
cellent poem  upon  Alexander 
the  Great. .  This  is  probably 
ifhe  writer  whom  he  calls  elfe- 
where  Corvintis  Clemens,  and 


(9)  Voff.  mOi.  Lat.  lib.  iii.  '  (i>  Tret.  Pollio.  fliftor.  Trigin. 
Tyrannor.  p.  195.  (a)  Voff.  Hift.  Lat.  lib.  i.  cap,  it.  .  (3)  JalJ' 
Cap.  in  Vit.  Ver.  p.  35.  (4)  Suid.  p. 441.         (5)  Ibid,  p-  3^9. 

W  Vide  Lucian.  in  Vit.  Demoaac.  p.  546.    M,  Ant.  lib.  i.  t;ap.  6; 
Philoftr.  Sopbift.  29.    Phot.  cap.  m^6.    Paufan.  lib.  viii.  p*  a^a. 
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iatcrcourfe  \  He  gave,  when  ooif  jtwelre  year*  old,  a  re-  His^n^Hj. 
markafaie  ioftance  of  his  cruelty,  nt  X^oitumceltej  now  Cir 
vita  Vccchia  j  where,  finding  the  water  m  which  he  bathed 
fomewhat  too  warm,,  he  cpni^andcd  the  perfoa  who  at- 
jtended  the  bath  to  be  thrown  into  th^  furnace  t  nor  was  he 
iatisfied,  till  thofe  who  were  about  him  pretended  to  have 
put  his  order  in  execution  ^.  After  hi«  acceffion  to  the 
empire,  he  equalled  in  cruelty  Caligula,  Domitian.,  and 
Nero  hijoafelf,  fporting  with  the  blood  of  hi$  fubje£):$  and 
fellovtr-creatures,  of  whom  he  caufed  great  nuBofoers  to  be 
tacked  and  butchered  in  bis  prefence,  merely  for  hi«  di- 
jrerficMi  (L).    As  for  his  lewd|?eis,  the  author  of  his  life  tell^ 


a  Jul.  Cap*  in  M.  Aur.  p,  jo« 

who  was  (|ua&flor»     Aulas  Gel- 
lius,    or  Agellius,    muft  have 
flouriihed  about  this  time  ;  for 
he  was  difciple  to  Titus  Cafhi^ 
clus,  to  Favorinus,  to  Herodcs 
Atticus,  and  to  Cornelius  Fron- 
to>  wf%o  all  lived  under  Adrian 
and  Antoninos  Pius.     Corae^ 
lius  Fjnonto  had  been  conful, 
whtn    Aujus   GelHus    was   a 
youth.     He  beftows  .great  en- 
comiunas  on  the  celebrated  phi- 
lofopher  and  apoftate  Peregri- 
nus ;  but  does  not  raentipn  his 
death,     which    rendered    him 
moiie  famous  than  any  thing  he 
had  done  in  his  life- time  ;  for 
be  puWidy  burnt  hlmfelf  at  the 
(ports  of  the  two  hundred  and 
thirty-fixth  OlynifMad :  w4ience 
we  xxxtdude,  that  Aulas  Od- 
lius  had  left  off  writing  before 
that  time,  that  is,  before  the 
year  165  of  the  Chriflian  sera, 
the  fifth  of  the  reign  of  M.  Au- 
rclius  and  L.  Verus.    He  ftu- 
died  grammar  at  Rome,   and 
philofophy  at  Athens,    under 
Calvifius  Taurus;  whence  he 
returned  to  Rome.    He  left  no 
work  behind  him,  except  his 
Nodes  A  ttice;  for  thus  he  ftyled 
the  colle6tion  of  feveral  memo- 
rable and  amuiing  events,  which 


V  Laftiprid.  in  Commod. 

he  compiled  for  the  ufe  of  hi5 
children. 

(L)  The  ancients  relate  fe- 
veral inftances  of  his  cruelty, 
very   odd  and  monilrous:  he 
caufed  one  to  be  thrown  to  the 
wild  beads,. for  reading  the  life 
of  Caligula  written  by  Sueto- 
niu8»'  becauie  that  tyraot  and 
he  bad  been  bom  xm  the  fame 
day*    SeeiAg  one  day  a  corpus 
lent  man  pofs  by,  hie  immedi- 
ately cut  him  afunder,  partly  to 
try  hiis  ftreqgth^  in  which  he 
excelled  all  men,  and  partly  out 
of  curiofity^  as  be  himfelf  own- 
ed, to  fee  his  entrails  drop  out 
at  once.  *   He  took  pleafure  ti^ 
cutting  ^  the  feet,  and  putting 
out  the  eyes,  of  fuch  as  lie  met . 
in  his  cambiesthroui^thecky, 
telling  the  former,  after  he  had 
jthus  maimed  thenr,  by  way  of 
raillery,  that  they  now  belong- 
ed Co  the  nation  of  the  Mono*- 
podii ;  and  the  latter,  that  they 
were  now  become  Lufcinii ;  al- 
luding to  the  words  lufcinia,  a 
nightingale^  and  lufcus*  one-£yed» 
Some    he  murdered,    becaufe 
they  were  negligently  drefled ; 
others,    becaufe  they    feemed 
trimmed  with  ;too  much  nicety. 
He  preteoded  to  great  ikill  in 
furgciy, 
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us,  that  even  in  his  father's  reign  he  turned  the  court  into 
a  brothel;  and,  upon  his  death,  he  abandoned  hirafelf, 
without  reftraint  or  fhame,  to  all  manner  of  vice,  fpending 
whole  days  and  nights  in  public  houfes  amongft  the  mean- 
eft  of  the  people,  and  in  the  company  of  gladiators,  buf- 
foons, and  common  proftitutes.  He  kept  conftantly  three 
hundred  concubines,  and  the  like  number  of  catamites. 
He  debauched  all  his  own  fifters,  and  murdered  one  of 
Ihem,  named  Lucilla,  after  he  had  forced  her  to  comply 
with  his  inceftuotis  deGres>  But  to  give  a  detail  of  his  in- 
famous pradlices  and  pollutions,  is  beneath  the  dignity  of 
an  hiftorian,  and  what  we  cannot  help  condemning  in  Sue- 
tonius, and  other  writers. 

He  took  great  delight  in  (hooting  with  the  bow,  and  gave 
innumerable  proof!  of  his  dexterity  and  fkill  in  that  art, 
which  we  fliould  efteem  fabulous  were  they  not  attefted  bj 
all  the  ancients.  His  ftrcngth  was  fo  great,  that  he  is 
faid  to  have  run  an  elephant  through  with  his  fpear,  and 
to  have  killed  in  the  amphitheatre  a  hundred  lions,  one  after 
another,  and  each  at  one  blow.  Forgetful  of  his  rank  and 
dignity  he  entered  the  lifts  with  the  common  gladiators, 
having  learned  with  them,  in  the  public  fchool,  the  ufe  of 
their  weapons.  He  is  faid  to  have  fought  in  the  amphi- 
theatre feven  hundred  and  thirty-five  times,  and  to  have 
always  come  off  conqueror;  whence  he  often  fubfcribed 
himfelf,  "  The  conqueror  of  a  thoufand  gladiators.**  He 
feemed  to  be  more  pleafed  with  the  applaufe  of  the  popu- 
lace on  thefc  occafions,  than  any  of  the  ancient  Roman 
<:aptains  had  ever  been  with  a  triumph.  Imagining  one 
day  that  the  people  rather  derided  than  applauded  him,  he 
ordered  them  all  to  be  maflacred  on  the  fpot,  and  the  city 
to  be  fet  ox^  fire;  which  barbarous,  fentence  would  have 
been  put  in  execution,  had  not  the  captain  of  the  prxtorian 
guards,  with  much  difficulty,  appeafed  him.  Having  with 
his  extravagancies   foon  drained  and  exhaufted  his  trea- 


furgery,  efpecially  at  letting 
blood :  but  often,  inftead  of 
eafmgby  that  means  thofe  whom 
he  vifited,  or  who  were  prevail- 
ed upon  to  recur  to  him,  he 
cut  off  their  ears  and  nofbs.  He 
aflumed  the  name  and  habit  of 
Hercules,  appearing  publicly 
in  a  lion's  Ikin,  with  a  huge 
^lub  in  his  hand,  and  ordering 


feveral  perfons,  though  not 
guilty  of  any  crime,  to  be  dif- 
guifed  like  monfters,  that,  by 
knocking  out  their  brains  with 
his  club,  he  might  have  a  bet- 
ter ciaini  to  the  name  of  the 
great  deftroyer  of  monfters.  In 
(hort,  the  fliedding  of  blood 
feemed  to  be  his  chief  employ* 
ment  (i). 


(i)  Latnprid.  in  Conimod, 
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fury,  he  betook  himfelf  to  allr  manner  of  rapine;  loaded  Hisava" 
the  people  with  taxes ;  fold  the  governments  of  the  pro-  rice. 
vinceSy  and  other  employments ;  exempted  criminals  from 
the  punifliment  due  to  their  crimes  upon  their  advancing  a 
Aim  of  money,  and  allowed  others  to  murder  whomfoever 
they  pleafed ;  fo  that  the  city,  and  indeed  the  whole  em- 
pire, was  filled  with  blood  and  maflacres,  every  one  pur- 
chafing  of  the  emperor  the  liberty  of  killing  fuch  as  he  fear- 
ed or  hated*.  But  to  proceed  to  the  hiftory  of  his  reign 
in  the  order  of  time. 

Commodus,  a  few  days  after  his  father's  death,  went  to 
the  camp,  attended  by  all  the  chief  officers  5  and  there,  after 
a  plaufible  and  popular  fpeech  to  the  foldiers,  prefented 
them  with  the  ufual  donative.     He  would  have  returned 
immediately  to  Rome,  panting  after  the  divcrfions  of  the 
city,  but  Fompeianus,  who  had  married  his  fitter,  repre- 
fenting  how  dangerous  and  fhameful  a  thing  it  would  be 
for  him  to  return  before  he  had  ended  the  war,  he  was, 
with  much  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  continue  in  Panno- 
nia,  where  he  is  faid  to  have  gained  fome  advantages  over 
the  Quadi,  which  mutt  have  been  very  inconfiderable,  fince 
he  did  not  on  that  account  take  upon  him  the  title  of  impe- 
rater.     However,  both  the  Quadi  and  Marcomanni,  ima- 
giriing  that  he  was  refolved  to  purfue    the  war,  and  find- 
ing  themfelves  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  make  head 
againft  his  vi£lorious  trooj^s,  propofed  an  accommodation^ 
which  he  readily  granted  upon  the  following  terms:  i.  He  eon- 
That  they  fhould  not  fettle  within  five  miles  of  the  Danube.  ^''«^«  «. 

2.  That  they  Ihould  deliver  up  their  arms,  and  fupply  the  ^/^/i^j!^ 
Romans  with  a  certain  number  of  troops  when  required,  comanni' 

3.  That  they  fhould  afTemble  but  once  a  month  in  one  place  siuoM^&i, 
only,  and  in  the  prefence  of  a  Roman  centurion.     And 

4.  That  they  fhould  not  make  war  upon  the  lazyges,  the 
Burl,  or  the  Vandali,  without  the  confent  of  the  people  of 
Home.  On  the  other  hand,  Commodus  promifed  to  eva- 
cuate all  the  caftles  and  fortrcfTes  which  he  held  in  their 
country,  except  fuch  as  were  within  five  miles  of  the  Da- 
nube **.  With  the  other  German  nations,  which  his  fa- 
ther had  almoft  entirely  reduced,  he  concluded  a  very  dif- 
honourable  peace ;  nay,  of  fome  he  purchafed  it  with  very 
large  fums.  Having  thus  rather  abandoned  than  ended  the 
war,  he  repaired  to  Rome,  where  he  was  honoured  with 
a  triumph,  the  furname  of  Pius,  and  all  the  marks  of  dif- 
tindtion  that  had  ever  been  conferred  upon  the  moft  defery- 

«  Lamprid.  in  Commod.  ^  Dio>lib.  Uvii.  p.  817.  Herodian* 

li))'i.  p.  461.  Air.  Yi^. 

ing 
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ing  princes.  HaTing  vifitcd  the  Capitol,  and  other  tem- 
ples, and  retarned  thatiks  to  the  fenate,  the  people,  and  the 
feMiery,  for  their  fidelity ^and  attitchment  to  him  during  his 
abfence,  he  was  condudled  to  the  palace  on  the  2ad  of 
Oaober*. 

In  the  fbllowittg  year  Commodus  entered  upon  his  third 
confuHhtp,  hating  tor  hts  colleague  Birfus,  or  Barrhus, 
probably  Antiftius  Burrhus,  who  had  married  his  fitter '# 
The  next  confuls  were  Mamertinus  and  Rufus,  during 
whofe  adminiftration  Cqmmodus  took  the  title  of  impe- 
tatbr  for  the  fifth  time,  on  account  of  fome   advantages 

Eined  by  his  lieutenants,  Albinus  and  Niger,  over  the  Bar- 
fians  who  dwelt  beyond  Dacia.    The  above  mentioned 
confuls  were  fuccedcd  by  Commodus  the  fourth  rime  con- 
IhiCtk-    ful,  and  ViQormus  the  fecond  time.     During  their  con- 
^Jf2*V**  fulfliip  the  Caledonians,  having  paffed  the  wall  which  part- 
P^y        ed  them  from  the  Romans,  commhted  dreacfful  dcvafta- 
ttrr'ttmis\  'tiofls,  and  cut  in  pieces  a  whole  Roman  army,  with  their 
hut  an  rt'  general ;  but  were  in  the  end  rcpulfed  with  great  flaughtcr 
putfidbj     byUlpius  Marcellus,  a  man  of  mean  defccnt,  but  anexcd- 
M^iibu    '^"^  commander,  and  a  ftrift  obfcrver  of  the  militaiy  difci- 
pKne.    The  ancients  give  us  no  particular  accoant  of  this 
war  5  but  ortly  tell  ns  that  it  proved  very  bloody  }  th«  the 
emperor,  for  the  great  advantages  gained  by  Ills  heutenanf, 
took  the  title  of  imperator  the  fixth  time,  with  the  fumataic 
ef  Britannicus ;  and  that  Ulpius  Marcellus,  by  his  gaflant 
and  prudent  conduA,  gained  fnch  credit  and  reputation, 
•  that  Commodus,  envying  the  glory  he  had  acquired,  dc- 
figncd  to  put  him  to  death  5  but  afterwards  allowed  him 
to  live.  ' 

Commodus,  who  had  hitherto  followed  the  advice  of  his 

father's  friends  and  counfcllors,  now  began  to'de^nfe  them, 

thinking  himfelf  fufficiently  qualified  to  govern  without  fo 

Commodus    many  tutors.    He  therefore  difcharged  them  aU,  eraplcy- 

iti/mifes  ^   ing  in  their  room  cither  his  debauched  companions,  or 

^h'^^^^nd  ^^^  **  ^^"^  recommended  to  him.    Thus  ^efennius  Ni- 

i^m/ilkri.  p^  ^^*  preferred  to  the  command  of  the  armies  in  Syria, 

by  the  intcreft  of  the  wreftler  Narciflus ;  aiid  many  others 

were  railed  to  great  employments  by  means  of  the  empe* 

Tor's  frcedmcn,  flaves,  and  concubines,  wfaofef  iniperiotts 

and  arrogant  behaviour  drew  upon  the  young  prittce  the 

hatred  and  contempt  of  the  fenate ;  which  he  being  well 

apprifed  of,  began  in  his  turn  to  put  to  death,  under  vari* 

ous  pretences,  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  members  of  that 

•  Lampn^.  Stt  Commai).  Bio^  p.  SiS.  Herod ian.  p»  471.  GoIta,fb 
Si.  f  Yiti  Commod.  p.  48.  Onuph,  p;  sj^. 

illuftrious 
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ttluftrioas  body.     His  fifter  Lucilla  finding  him  abhorred  a  cotrfpi' 
on  account  of  his  cuelties,  by  all  the  great  men  in  Rome,  racy  form* 
formed  a  confpiracy  againft  him,  with  adetign  to  place  in  ^^*'?^'*/ 
his  room  a^peifon  whom  flie  favoured,  and  was  thought  to  JT^rj,^ 
love  both  abore  her  brother  and  her  hufband  Pompeianus.  ;^i{a,  ^ 
-She  b#d  the  title  of  emprefs,  and  all  the  honour  attending  ^herti 
-it,  being  the  widow  of  the  emperor  L.  Verus  i  but  never- 
thelefs  was  obliged  to  give  place  to  Crifpina  the  wife  df 
Commodas,  a  mortification' which  her  haughty  fpirit  could 
not  brook.     She  therefore  drew  into  a  confpiracy  Claudius 
Potn{>eiantts,  to  whom  flie   had   betrothed  her  daughter 
Qu^adratus,    and  many  other  fenators  of  dtftin£bion.     it 
'i3ra&  agreed  among  the  confpirators,  that  they  fhotild  affat- 
finate  the  emperor  while  he  was  g<Hhg'to  the  amphitheatrii, 
through  a  narrow  dark  parage ;    and  that  Pompeianits 
ihould  give  him  the  fir(£  blow.     Accordingly  they  aOaulted 
faim  at  the  appointed  place }  but  Pompeianus  (hewing  hiiM, 
inftead  of  ftriklng  a,t  once,  the  naked  dagger,  and  crying 
out,  "  This  prefem  the  fenate  fends  you,"  the  guards  had 
y,   time  to  refcue  the  emperor,  and  feize  the  confpirators, 

who  werii  foon  after  executed.    The  emperor  baniihed  his  luko  org 
fifter  to  the  ifland  of  Capreae,  where  he  afterwards  order-  ^pmu 
ed  her  to  be  privately  murdered  «.    This  fam«  year  the  em-  ^^^ 
fttefs  Cri^ina  was  like  wife  confined  to  the  ifland  of  Ca- 
preae, and  there  murdered  by  the  emperor's  order,  for  imi- 
tating him  in  his  debaucheries  ^  (M).    One  Anterus,  or, 
a»  otners  call  him  Saoterus,  a  native  of  Nicomedia,  and  the 
emperor's  favourite  freedman,  was  thought  to  have  infti-  ^^  ^^. 
gated  him  to  the  wicked  meafuies  Which  be  was  purfuing;  tains  sf%e 
for  he  bore  a  great  fway  with  the  prince.     Wherefore  the  gmards 
captains  of  the  guards  caufed  him  to  be  murdered  by  Cle-  <^^fehis 
andcr,  of  whom  we  (hall  fpeak  hereafter.    The  emperor  ^^^^^^ 

to  be  mur^ 
s  V)t.  Comiaiod.  p.  46.  .Herodian«  p.  474.  Dio,  p«  8i9.         b  Dm,  dertd. 

(M)  Quadratus  bad  aconcu-  ing  fire  and  torches  carried  be- 

Mue,  by  aame  Marcia,  and  a  fore  her  ( 1 ).   .  She  is  fuppofed 

farourice  freedman  named,  £c-  to  have  been  a  great  triend  to 

•l«£hi»*     The  latter  the  empc-  the-  Chriftians;    and   to    her 

:i!or  created  his  chief  chamber-  power  at  court,  and  authority 

Jain,  and  the  former,  who  was  with  the  emperor,  is  commonly 

a  woman  ©f  great  beauty,  he  afcribed  the  profound  tranqu;- 

kept  for  his  concubine^  anddi-  lity  which  the  church  enjoyed 

ftingai(hed  her  with  all  the  ho-  in  the  mldd  of  fa  many  cruel 

tiours  that  ^ere  peculiar  to  the  executions  (2). 
empreiles,  except  that  of  hav« 

(i)  Herod,  lib.  i*  p.  48^  (2)  Vide  Baron*  Ann^  us. 

czprefled 
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cxprcflcd  greater  concern  for  his  death,  than  he  had  doriS 
for  the  confpiracy  formed  againrthimfelfi  andbeing  inform^ 
ed  that  Tarruntinus  Paternus,  one  of  the  captains  of  the 
guards^  was  privy  to  it,  he  removed  him  from  his  employ- 
ment, on  pretence  of  creating  him  a  fenator,  and  a  few 
days  after  caufed  him  to  be  ailaflinated,  with  Salvias  Julia* 
nus,  to  whofe  fon  the  daughter  of  Paternus  had  been  be-^ 
frothed,  pretending  that  they  had  both  confpired  to  depofe 
him,  and  fcize  the  empire  for  themfelves  ^  Salvius  Ju- 
lian us  was  grandfon  to  the  famous  civilian  of  that  name 
under  Adrian,  and  uncle  to  Didius  Julianas,  who  was 
afterwards  emperor. 

In  the  fame  year  were  falfly  accufed  of  treafon,  condemned, 
and  executed,  Velius  Rufus,  Egnatius  Capito,  and  the  two 
Quintilii,  Maximus,  and  Condianus,  who  bad  been  all  con- 
fuls.  Sextus  Condianus  the  fon  of  Maximus,  who  had  like- 
wife  been  conful,  and  was  a  young  man  of  extraordinary 
parts,  was  condemned  with  his  father  and  ancle  ;  but  ei- 
caped,  at  leaft  for  fome  tin^e,  by  caufing  a  report  to  be 
fpread,  that  be  was  dead;  but  many  attefling  that  he  was 
ftill  alive,  diligent  fearch  was  made  after  him.  Many  per- 
fons,  who  had  never  fecn  him,  were  accufed  of  having  har- 
.boured  and  concealed  him  in  their  houfes,  and,  upon  that 
charge,  (either  put  to  death,  or  banifhed.  Of  Sgxtus  him- 
felf  we  ^d  no  farther  mention  in  hiftory.  ^milius  Junc- 
tus  and'Attilius  Severus  were  both  banilhed  in  their  con- 
fulfhip,  which  they  held,  it  feems,  during  the  two  lad 
months  of  the  yeat,  and  with  them,  many  fenators  and 
knights  of  great  diftindlion  *.  Under  the  fucceeding  con- 
fuls  M.  Eggius  Merullus  and  Cn.  Papirius  ^lianas,  the  em« 
pcror's  favourite  minifter  Ferennis  was  accufed  of  afpiring 
to  the  empire,  and  put  to  death.  He  was  captain  of 
the  praetorian  guards,  an  excellent  commander,  andj  ac- 
cording to  Dio  Caflius,  a  man  without  reproach. 

While  Commodus  was  alTifting  at  the  Capitoline  fports  in- 
ftituted  by  Domltian  in  86,  a  perfon,  in  the  habit  of  a  Cynic 
philofopher,  appeared  unexpe£ledly  in  the  midft  of  the 
theatre ;  and,  addreiling  the  emperor,  exclaimed  aloud, 
that,  while  he  regarded  nothing  but  his  pleafures  and  di- 
verfions,  he  was  in  danger  of  lofing  both  his  life  and  the 
empire,  by  the  wicked  praftices  of  rerennis,  and  hrs  chil- 
dren. Percnnis  caufed  the  pretended  Cynic  to  be  immedi- 
ately feized  as  a  madman,  who  difturbed  the  public  fports, 
and  foon  after  ordered  him  to  be  burnt  alive  j  a  circumo 


*  Vit.  Commod. 
tnod.  p.  47. 


p.  47.  *  Dio,  lib.  Ixxi.  p.  819.    Vit.  Com^ 
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ftatice  wbieh  gave  the  emperor  no  fmall  jealoufy.  Not  long 
after  fome  foWiers,  arriving  at  Rome  from  Illyricumy  where 
the  fon  of  Percnnis  commanded,  fliewed  Commodus,  in 
a  prirate  att^ietice,  fome  medals,  on  which  was  engraved 
the  image  of  the  fon  of  Perennis,  as  if  be  had  been  already 
emperor;  which  intelligence  fo  alarmed  the  prince,  that 
he  commanded  the  traitor  to  be  immediately  put  to  death  ^ 
Thus  Herodian :  but  Dio  Ciaflius  and  Lampridius  relate  his 
downfal  in  a  quite  different  manner.  His  wife,  his  fiftcr,  Hh  luifi 
and  his  two  fons,  underwent  the  fame  fate.  To  his  eldeft  andchU^ 
fon,  who  commanded  the  army  in  Illyricumi  the  emperor  ^^  ^"" 
Mrrote  an  obliging  letter,  enjoining  him  to  come  with  all  f^gjjg^ 
pof&ble  expedition  to  Rome,  to  receive  new  marks  of  the 
efteem  and  zSeAion  be  had  for  him  and  his  father.  As 
the:  young  man  was  an  entire  ftranger  to  what  bad  pafled, 
and  not  in  a  condition  to  revolt  openly,  he  readily  complied 
with  the  invitation  ;  but  had  no  fooner  entered  Italy,  than 
he  was  cut  in  pieces  by  the  foldiers  who  attended  him,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  private  orders  they  had  received  from  Rome  ". 
The  other  brother  was  probaoly  killed  at  Rome  with  his 
father. 

Perennis  was  fucceeded  in  the  poft  of  prime  minifter  by  Pernmis  U 
Cleander  ;  for  the  emperor  himfelf  was  fo  engaged  in  his  fucceedtd 
pleafures  arid  diverfions,  that  he  could  not  beftow  one  mi-  h  CUan^ 
nutc  on  the  aflairs  of  ftate :  he  would  not  even  be  at  the  '^« 
trouble  of  figning  hi^  difpatches :  and,  in  feveral  letters  to 
his  friends,  all  he  wrote  was  vale,  fareweU     Cleander  was 
by  birth  a  Phrygian,  and  originally  a  Have,  having  been 
publicly  fold  as  fuch  in  Rome.     He  belonged  at  firft  10  M. 
Aurelius,  and  afterwards  to  Commodus;  who,  favouring 
him  above  the  reft  of  his  flaves,  allowed  him  to  marry  De» 
moftracia,  one  of  his  concubines,  brought  up  the  children 
he  had  by  her  in  the  palace,  prefented  him  with  his  liberty, 
and  appointed  hini  his  chamberlain.     He  is  thought  to  have 
procured  the  death  of  Perennis,  that  he  might  engrofs  all 
the  power  to  himfelf;  a  defign  which  he  eafily  compared,  inhoahufn 
and  abufed  his  authority  in  a  more  flagrant  manner  than  Htautk^^ 
Perennis  had  ever  done.    By  him  all  things  were  openly  fet  ^^(Jh 
to  fale,  oiEceSy  provinces,  public  revenues,  public  juuice, 
and  the  lives  of  men  both  innocent  and  guilty.     Antiftius 
Burrhusy  who  had  married  one  of  the  emperor's  fiftersy 
took  the  liberty  to  acquaint  the  prince  with  the  unwarrdnt* 
able  condufi;  of  his  minifter ;  but  that  liberty  coft  him  his 
life,  Cleander  having  charged  him  with  afpinng  to  the  em« 

I  Derodot.  Hbi  1.  p.  474,  475.  ^  Dio,  p»  8*^    Vit,  Com« 

mod.  p.  48. 
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pire,  and  prevailed  upon '  the  emperor,  whom  he  blindly 
controuled,  to  condemn  him,  and  all  tbofe  who  efpoufed 
his  caufe,  or  attempted  to  defend  him.  Among  thefe  was 
Ebutianus  captain  of  the  guards,  in  whofe  room  Oleander 
perfuaded  th.e  emperor  to  fubftitute  himfelf,  and  two  others, 
whom  he  named  for  that  purpofe.  Upon  the  death  of  Fe- 
rennis,  that  employment  bad  been  given  to  Niger,  who 
held  it  only  fix  hours ;  another  enjoyed  it  but  five  days,  and 
feveral  others  not  fo  long,  the  timorous  emperor  changing 
the  captains  of  his  guards  daily  ai^d  hourly.  Moft  of  thefe 
officers  Joft  their  lives  with  their  employment,  being  accufed 
of  treafon  by  Cleander,  who  folicited,  and  at  laft  obtained, 
that  important  poft  for  himfelf  ". 

After  the  death  of  Ferennis,  the  emperor  pretended  to  be 
greatly  concerned  for  many  things  that  had  been  done  dur- 
ing his  adminiftration,  in  order  to  throw  the  whole  odium 
upon  the  deceafed.  He  wrote  a  foothing  letter  to  Pertinax, 
whom  Ferennis  had  baniflied  into  Liguria,  his  native  coun- 
try, and  kept  there  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  appointing 
him  commander  of  the  troops  in  Britain,  which  had  muti- 
nied, and  raifed  great  diilurbances  in  that  ifland^  neither 
the  Roman  foldiers,  nor  the  Britons,  being  able  to  bear  the 
tyrannical  government  of  Commodus.  Upon  the  arrival 
of  Pertinax,  the  foldiers  prefled  him  to  afiume  the  fove- 
reignty  ^  but  he,  reje£ling  the  offer  with  indignation,  brought, 
by  degrees,  the  mutinous  foldiery  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty* 
and  reftored  tranquility  to  the  province,  but  not  without 
great  trouble  and  danger  5  for  one  of  the  legions  openly  re- 
volting, much  blood  was  fpilt,  and  Pertinax  himfelf  left 
upon  the  fpot  for  dead.  As  his  feverity  drew  upon  him 
the  hatred  and  ill-will  of  the  foldiery,  he  defircd  to  be  re- 
called ;  but  the  emperor  did  not  comply  with  his  requeft 
till  three  years  after.  This  year  Commodus  took  the  title 
of  imperator  for  the  eighth  and  laft  time,  on  account  of  the 
advantages  which  ClcKlius  Albinus  is  faid  to  have  gained 
over  the  Frifians  ®. 

Under  the  next  confuls,  Crifpinus  and  JElianus,  a  com- 
mon foldier,  named  Maternus,  having  deferted  his  colours, 
and  being  Joined  by  many  others  guilty  of  the  fame  crime, 

f^rew  in  a  mort  time  fo  powerful,  the  banditti  flocking  to  bim 
rora  all  parts,  that  he  over-ran  and  plundered  great  part  of 
Gaul  and  Spain,  ttormed  the  ftrongeft  cities,  and  ftruck 
the  emperor  and  people  of  Rome  with  fuch  terror,  that 
troops  were  raifed,  and  armies  difpatched  againft  him.    Fcf- 


n  Hcrodot.  p.  475, 
bin.  Vit.  p.  Sx. 
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Citnnidis  Niger  was  fent  to  make  head  againft  hiin  m  Gaul| 
"^here  he  became  very  intimate  with  Severus,  who  was  therl 
TOvernor  of  the  country  of  Lyons  p.  Matefnus,  finding 
nimfe If  reduced  to  great  ftraits  by  Niger,  divided  his  troops 
into  feveral  fmall  bodies,  and  marched  privately,  by  differ- 
ent ways,  into  Italy,  having  nothing  lefs  in  view  than  to 
murder  the  emperor  during  the  folcmnity  which  was  kept 
annually,  in  honour  of  the  mother  of  the  gods,  and,  upon 
his  death,  to  feize  the  empire.  They  all  arrived  at  Rome 
undifcovered ;  and  fome.  of  his  men  had  already  mixed 
themfelves  with  the  emperor's  guards,  when  he  was  betray- 
ed by  others  of  his  own  party.  He  was  immediately  feized,  nvho  is 
and  executed  ;  and  his  death  terminated  the  difturbances,  U^^'^and 
"which  fome  of  his  followers  had  begun  to  raife  in  other  pro-  '•^'^*'^^» 
vinccs  %  At  this  period  broke  out  the  moft  dreadful  plague, 
fays  Dio  Caffius,  that  had  been  known.  It  lafted  two  ox* 
three  years,  and  raged  with  the  greateft  violence  in  Rome, 
^wrhere  it  frequently  carried  off  two  thoufand  perfons  a  day. 
The  emperor,  to  avoid  the  contagion,  retired  to  Laurentura^ 
a  city  of  Latium,  on  the  fea-fide. 

In  the  following  year,  Fufcianu?  and  Silanus  being  both 
confuls  for  the  fecond  time,  the  emperor  declared,  that  he 
dcGgned  to  pafs  over  into  Africa;  but  having,  under  that 
pretence,  exaded  very  confiderable  fums,  and  even  fuffered 
the  people  to  offer  up  vows  for  his  fafe  return  on  the  fifth 
of  April,  he  fperit  the  money  in  banquets  and  revels,  and 
continued  at  Rome,  and  in  the  neighbourhood.  About  this 
time  Severus  was  tranflated  from  the  government  of  Pan- 
nonia  to  that  of  Sicily,  whence  he  returned  to  Rome,  to 
clear  himfelf  of  a  crime  with  which  he  was  charged  ;  name-  Sevirut 
ly,  that  of  confulting  the  aftrologers,  as  if  he  entertained  «^^/^^» 
thoughts  of  ufurping  the  fovereignty.  His  caufe  was  heard  f^,//^^* 
by  the  captains  of  the  guards,  the  colleagues  of  Cleander ; 
and,  as  Commodus  was  hated,  fays  Spartian,  Severus  was 
cleared,  and  his  accufer  crucified  '.  This  year  great  part 
of  the  Capitol,  a  famous  library,  and  feveral  contiguous 
buildings,  were  deftroyed  by  lightning  *.  Eufebius  fays, 
it  confumed  whole  quarters  of  the  city,  and  in  them  fevc-^ 
ral  libraries.  At  the  fame  time  the  city  was  afiliiSled  with 
a  dreadful  famine,  occafioned,  as  fome  authors  write,  by 
Cleander,  who,  having  now  nothing  lefs  in  view  than  the 
fovereignty,L  privately  bought  up  all  the  corn,  in  order  to 
raife  the  price  of  it,  and  gain  the  affedlions  of  the  foldiery 
and  people,  by  diftributing  it  among  them  *.    Other  writers 

p  Nig.  Vifc  p.  75<.  q  Herodot.  lib.  i.  p.  475.   Vit.  Com.  p.  51. 

r  Spart.  in  Sever*  •  Eufeb.  in  Chron.  Orof.  lib.viii.  cap*  i6. 
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tell  usi  that  Papirius  Dionyfms^  whofe  province  h  was  to 
fupply  the  city  with  provifionSj  contributed  towards  the  fa- 
mine,  in  order  to  make  the  people  rife  againft  Qeander. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  populace  afcribed  all  their 
calamities  and  misfortunes  to  the  minifteri  who  now  began 
to  a£l  in  a  more  arbitrary  manner  than  ever,  pv^^g  to 
death  and  pardoning,  baniQiing  and  recalling  uowL  ^xile, 
whom  he  pleafed.  Several  manumitted  ilaives  he  ^created 
patricians,  and  placed  them  in  the  fenate  ;  others  be  made 
governors  of  provinces,  and  raifed  to  the  firft  employments* 
But  his  reign  was  of  fhort  duration ;  for  the  following  year,  in 
which  Rome  faw  for  the  firft,  and  indeed  for  the  laft  time, 
twenty-five  confuls,  all  named  by  Cleander,  and  moft  of 
them  his  creatures,  while  the  people  were  celebrating  the 
Circenfian  games,  a  troop  of  children,  having  at  their  head 
a  young  woman  of  an  extraordinary  ftature,  and  a  fierce  af- 
pe£t,  entering  the  circus,  began  to  utter  aloud  many  bitter 
invectives,  and  dreadful  curfes,  againft  Cleander;  which 
being  for  fome  time  anfwered  by  the  people  with  other  in- 
veftives  and  curfes,  the  whole  multitude  fuddenly  flew,  in 
^  tumultuous  manner,  to  the  palace  of  Quintilius  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rome,  where  the  emperor  was  then  re« 
fiding  with  Qeander ;  and  renewing  their  curfes  and  im* 
precations,  demanded  the  head  of  the  perfidious  wretch,  by 
whom  they  had.been  fo  grievoufly  and  tyranically  opprefled» 
Cleander  ordered  the  praetorian  cavalry  to  charge  the  mul- 
titude ;  which  order  they  obeyed,  driving  theni^  with  great 
daughter,  into  the  city ;  hut  there  the  populate  diiGcharging 
ibowers  of  ftones,  bricks,  and  tiles,  from  tl^e  top;  of  the 
houfes  and  from  the  windows,  while  the  city-guards^  who 
hated  Cleander,  joining  the  multitude,  the  prsetorian  horfe 
were  forced  to  give  way,  and  fave  themfelves  by  a  difor- 
derly  flight*  The  people  purfued  them  to  the  palace  of 
Quintilius,  where  the  emperor  was  pafling  his  time  in  the 
company  of  fome  lewd  women,  wholly  unapprifed  of  the 
tumult,  Cleander  having  forbii^^en  tliofe^.who  were  about 
him  to  acquaint  him  with  it,  l^owever,  Marcia,  his  fa- 
vourite copcubine,  thought  it  her  duty  to  inform  him  of 
what  had  pafled ;  and  his  fifter  Fadilla,  entering  his  apait- 
ment  in  a  great,  fright,  and  with  her  hair  difhevelled,  cried 
out  aloud,  that  all  was  loft,  unlefs  he  abandoned  Cleander 
to  the  fury  of  the  incenfed  populace.  The  emperor,  ftruck 
with  terror  and  amazement,  fent  for  Cleander ;  and  hav- 
ing caufed  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off  that  inftant,  fent  it  to 
the  people;  its  appearance  put  an  end  to  the  combat, 
which  ftill  continuedwith  great  flaughter.  His  head  and 
body  were,  by  the  incenfed  populace,  infultcd  iq  a  moft 

out- 
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ci^trageous  manner.  His  wife,  his  children,  and  mod  of 
his  creatureS)  were,  at  the  fame  time,  maffacred  ;  and  their 
bodies  firft  dragged  through  the  ftreets,  and  then  thrown 
into  the  common  fewer  ".  Julianas  and  Regill'us  were  ap- 
pointed captains  of  the  guards  in  the  room  of  Clcander  and 
his  colleagues  $  but  the  emperor  caufed  them  both  to  be 
foon  after  affaffinated,  though  he  had  ever  fliewn  a  part?- 
crular  kindnefs  and  aiFeftion  for  Julianus,  whom  he  ufed  to 
ftylc  his  father.  About  the  clofe  of  this  year,  Pertinar 
^as,  at  his  own  requeft,  recalled  from  Britain,  and  charged 
Mrith  the  care  of  fupplying  the  city  with  provifions,  in  the 
room  of  Papirius  Dionyfius,  who  waslikewife  put  to  death, 
-with  all  thofe  who  had  in  any  degree  contributed  to  the 
raifing  of  the  price  of  corn. 

In  the  following  year  Commodus  entered  upon  his  fixth 
CouAiIfliip,  takiiig  Pctronius  Septimianus  for  his  colleague. 
The  fevcral  confpiracies  which  had  been  formed  againft 
himfelf  and  his  minifters,  filling  him  \frith  jealoufies  and 
fufpicioils,  he  abandoned  himfelf,  without  controul,  to 
bloodihed  and  cruelty  (N)*    This  year  Severus,  who  had 
been  one  of  the  twenty-five  eonfuls  of  the  pi^ceding  year, 
was  appointed  conamander  of  the  troops  in  lUyricum  ;  arid 
Pertinaxwas  fent  into  Africa^  with  the  charafter  of  pro- 
cohfttl.    The  foUowiBg  year,  Apronianus  andBradua  be-  Yr.  of  FL 
ing  C6nful§,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  night-time  in  the  celc-      2539. 
brated  temple  of  Peace,  preceded,  and,  as  fome  writers  A.  D.  191. 
fuppofe,  produced,  by  a  flight  earthquake ;  for  no  thunder  "'  ^'  ^^^' 
was  heard  *  (O).  rj^^  ^f^^  ^^^ 

ofPeacf 
~  »  Dio,  Kb.  lx«i.  p.  «4^  Herod,  lib.  L  p.  479-^4^»» "  Vit,  Com.  confumd 
p.  48.        X  Herpdian.  lib.  i.  p.  485.    Dio,  p..8»9,  hyfirei 

(N)  Among  the  multitudes  retired  on  horCeback,  with  a  de- 

ofaliranksandconciitioni*  who  fign  to  take  refuge  among  the 

were  dopmed. to  be  inhumanly  Barbarians;    and   would    have 

maifacrcd'this  year,  Diq  Caf-  €fle£ted  his  efcape,  had  he  not 

fius  gives  us  4  particular  account  been  retarded  by  a  friend  of 

of  the  death  of  JuWus  Alexin-  his/  who  could ,  not  keep  up 

der,  a  native  of  Emefa  m  Sy-  i^rithhiito,  and  whom  he  could 

ria;  who  beihg  informed  that  W  bear  to  leave  behind.     Be- 

thecmt)erorhad  fenfthitWefa  irig,- therefore,   overtaken    by 

centuriota,  with  a  band  of  foK  thofe  who  purfued  him,  he  firft 

dicrs,  to  murder  hihi,  furprifed  killed  his  friend,  that  he  might 

them  in  the  night,  and  killed  not  fall  into  their  hands,  and  af« 

them  to  a  man,  with  feveral  terwards  himfelf  ( i ) . 

others,  whoni  he  fufiie6ied  to  (O)  Dio Cailiusfuppofes,  that 

be  his  enemies.    Having  thus  it  began  in  the  adjoining  houfes. 

filled  the  city  with  flaughter,  he  Be  th2it  as  it  will,  the  tempte,  with 
(i)  Dio,  p.  8»j, 

A  a  3                                         all 
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and  tki  The  fire  fpread  with  great  violence  to  other  quarters  of 

itmpU  9/  ■  the  city,  and  confumed  a  great  number  of  (lately  edifices  3 
Fefta,  'With  among  the  reft,  the  temple  of  Vefta.  The  Veftals  fled  to 
Ibuiidiwzu  ^^^  palace,  with  the  flatue  of  Pallas,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
^  '  haye  been  brought  from  Troy,  and  had  never  before  been 
expofed  to  public  view  \  but  the  flames  feized  the  palace  Jt- 
felfy  and  reduced  great  part  of  it  to  aihes.  However,  the 
public  papers  and  regifters  were  with  great  difficulty  pre- 
ferved.  The  conflagration  lafted  feveral  days,  in  fpite  of 
the  utmoft  endeavours  of  the  people,  the  foldiery,  and  the 
emperor  himfejf ;  who,  returning  on  that  occafion,  from 
the  country,  expofed  his  own  perfon,  in  order  to  encou* 
rage  others  to  exert  themfelves  by  his  example.  It  ceafed, 
at  length,  of  itfelf,  or  was  extinguifhed  by  a  fudden  and 
yiolent  rain.  This  year  Pertinax  was  preferred  from  the 
government  of  Africa  to  that  of  Rome,  and  Didius  Julia- 
nus  appointed  to  govern  Africa  in  his  room*  The  next 
confuls  were  Commodus  the  feventh  time,  and  Helvidius 
Pertinax  the  fecond.  This  year  the  Roman  troops  were  de^ 
feated  by  the  Saracens,  whom  we  find  now  mentioned  for 
the  firft  time  in  hiftory^.  Commodus,  being  told,  that 
Severus,  who  com|nanded  in  Illyricum,  and  Nonius  Mur- 
cus,  who  had  the  command  pf  fome  other  army,  afpiredto 
the  empire,  appointed  Clodius  Albinus,  in  whom  he  re- 
pofed  ail  entire  confidence,  governor  of  Britain,  and  wrote 
^  letter  tp  him  wi^h  his  pwn  hand,  fays  Julius  Capitolinus, 
authorizing  him  to  ^flunie  the  title  pf  Csefar,  and  the  orna- 
ments peculiar  to  that  dignity,  in  cafe  any  diftiirbances 
(hould  arife  in  the  empire.  Albinus,  adds  the  fame  writer, 
prudently  declined  that  honour,  fearing  to  be  involved  in 
^he  ruin  of  Commodus,  which  he  apprehended  was  fpeedily 

y  Vit.  Nigr.  p.  77t 

all  the  furrounding  buildings,  ings,  as  many  others  depofited 

were  reduced  to  aihes.     That  their  jewels,  and  whatever  elfc 

magnificent  ftru^ure  had  been  they  efteemed  of  great  value, 

raifed  by  Vefpafian  after  thp  It  was  likewife  made  ufe  of  as  a 

deftru<Slion  of  Jerufalem,    and  kind  of  naagazinc  for  thefpices 

enriched  with   the   fpoils    and  that  were  brought  by  the  Ro- 

ornaments  of  the  temple  of  the  man  merchants  out  of  Egypt 

Jews.     The  ancients  fpeak  of  it  and  Arabia ;  fo  that  many  rich 

as  one  of  the  moft  (lately  build-  perfons  were  reduced  to  beg- 

ings  in  Rome.    There  men  of  gary,   all  their  valuable  effeds 

learning  ufed  to  hold  their  af-  and  treafures  being  confumed  in 

fpmblies,  and  lodge  their  writ-  one  night,  with  the  temple  (!)• 

(i)  Dio,  p,  8*9.    Herod,  lib.  i.  p.  485. 

approach* 


The  Roman  Hiftotyi 

appfoacbing*.  The  account  which  Dio  Caflius  and  Hero- 
dian  give  us  of  the  latter  part  of  this  prince's  reign^  is  no- 
thing but  a  detail  of  his  follies^  and  the  (hews  which  he 
Ochibitedy  and  in  which  he  himfelf  zGtcd  the  chief  part. 
Soth  thefe  hlftorians  were  prefent ;  and  the  formeri  who 
aflifted  at  the  fpe£lacles  in  quality  of  fenator,  tells  us,  that 
he,  and  the  other  fenators,  chewed  the  whole  time,  bay- 
leaveS)  that  by  their  bitternefs  they  might  be  diverted  from 
laughing  at  the  prince's  folly  ;  which  would  have  coft  them 
their  lives.  However,  he  owns,  that  the  addrefs  and  Ikill 
which  the  emperor  difplayed  in  fhooting  with  the  bow,  was 
univerfally  admired  and  applauded ;  for  a  panther  having 
feized  a  man,  and  being  ready  to  devour  him,  Commodus 
let  fly  an  arrow  againft  the  beaft  with  fo  much  (kill  and 
force,  that  the  panther  fell  dead  to  the  ground,  before  the 
man  received  the  leaft  hurt*  (P). 

He  had  often  appeared  on  the  public  ftage  in  the  aroa- 
zonian,  and  other  fantaftical  drefTds ;  but  this  year  he  was 
not  afhamed  to  enter  the  lifts  with  the  gladiators,  to  a£l 
and  to  dance  in  the  theatre  quite  naked.  Not  fatisfied  with 
thefe  folliesi  he  refolved  to  appear  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
enfuing  year  193,  as  conful,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  gla- 
diator; and,  for  that  purpofe,  caufed  Erucius  Clarus  and 
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(F)  A  few  days  before  his 
death,  he  changed  the  names  of 
fome  of  the  months,  calling 
Augufl  Commodus,  September 
Augufl,  October  Hercules,  No- 
vember Invincibilis,  December 
Exuperatorius,  and  January  A- 
mazonius ;  which  laft  title  he 
himfelf  aiTumed,  becaufe  he 
had  firft  fallen  in  love  with 
Marcia,  upon  feeing  her  paint- 
cd  in  the  drefs  of  an  Amazon. 
He  likewife  intended  to  change 
the  name  of  the  city  itfelr, 
and  call  it  Colonia  Commodia- 
na,  or,  the  Colony  of  Commo- 
des. Upon  this  head  he  wrote 
to  the  fenate,  ftyling  himfelf  in 
the  letter,  "  Impcrator  Caefar 
Lucius,  iElius,  Aurclius,  Com- 
modus, Antoninus,  ^Augudus, 
Pius,  Felix,  Sarmanicus,  Gcr- 
manicuSy  Mazimmus,  Britan- 


nicus,  Pacator  orbis  terrarum, 
Invidus  Romanus  Hercules, 
Pontifex  Maxim  us,  Tribunitise 
Poteftads  XVII.  Impcrator 
VIII.  Conful  Vir.  Pater  Pa- 
triae,  &c.**  The  fenate  readily 
complied  with  his  requeft,  and 
not  only  ftyled  Rome  Colonia 
Commodiana,  but  the  houfe 
in  which  they  affembled,  The 
Houfe  of  Commodus.  They 
had  given  him  before,  in  deri- 
fion,  fays  Lampridius,  the  title 
of  Pius,  upon  his  railing  to  the 
confulfhip  one  of  his  mother's 
gallants;  the  title  of  Happy, 
xw  having  compaffed  the  death 
of  Perennis ;  and  that  of  Her- 
cules,, in  confideration  of  hit 
extraordinary  flrength,  and  his 
killing  many  thoufand  wild 
beads  in  the  amphitheatre. 


Hi  oat 
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diator* 


A  a4 


Sofiut 


3^0  The  Roman  H^iwyi 

Sofius  Falce>  the  two  confols  ele&>  to  be  inurdemd»  Thi# 
deGra  be  imparted  to  Marcia  the  night  before  it  was  to  be 
put  in  execution  \  telling  her,  that  the  confuls  were  to  be 
killed  the  following  night;  and  th^t  he  intended  to  marcH 
in  proceilion,.  not  trom  the  palace,  and  with  the  eofigns  of 
the  imperial  dignity,  as  was.  ufual  on  the  firft  of  JanuarjTi 
but  from  the  fchool  of  the  gladiators,  armed  like  one  of 
them,  and  attended  by  them  only.  Marcia  threw  herfelf  at 
bis  feet,  and  conjured  him  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  to  refleA 
on  the  dapger  to  which  he  expofed  bis  life,  oy  trufting  it 
to  men  deftitute  of  all  honour  and  probity.  ButCommodns, 
without  regarding  her  remonftrances,  ordered  I««tus^  cap^ 
tain  of  the  guards,  and  Eclcdlus,  his  chief  chamberlain,  to 
prepare  the  apartment  which  he  had  built  for  himfelf  in  the 
tioufe  where  the  gladiators  belonging  to  the  public  were 
lodged.  Thefe  two  officers  did,  likewife,  all  that  lay  ia 
their  power  to  divert  him  from  fo  ftrange  a  refolution  \  but 
to  no  purpofe :  for  the  emperor,  inftead  of  yielding  to  thdr 
intreaties,  flew  into  a  rage ;  and,  retiring  to  his  chambcTi 
as  if  he  defignedto  repofe  himfelf,  it  being  then  about  nooni 
he  wrote  down,  on  a  piece  of  paper,  the  names  of  many 
illuftrious  fenatorsy  and  other  perfons  of  diftin£lion,  whom 
he  deficned  to  take  off  by  affaffination,  in  order  to  enrich 
himfelf  with  their  eftates;  and  at  the  head  of  the  fatal  Itt 
H#  do9ms  the  names  of  Marcia,  Lsetus,  and  Ecle&us  appeared.  Har« 
Marcia^  ing  left  this  paper  upon  his  bed,  when  he  went  to  bathe  be- 
^le£i*  ^f  ^'^'^  dinner,  accordmg  to  the  Roman  cuftom,  a  little  child, 
diatb^*  *  ^^^  whom  he  ufed  to  amufe  himfelf,  entering  his  bed* 
chamber,  innocently  took  it  up;  and  Marcia,  meeting  him, 
fnatched  it  out  of  his  hand,  imagining  it  to  be  fome  writ- 
ing of  confcquence.  She  was  greatly  furprifed,  when,  upoa 
viewing  it,  (he  found  herfelf,  Laetus,  and  Ecle^us,  doomed, 
with  the  reft,  to  deftru£tion.  She  immediately  acquainted 
nvho  CM.  Lastus  and  Ecleflus  with  the  danger  that  threatened  them, 
fpire  a-  who  thereupon  refolvcd  to  prefcrve  themfelvcs  by  deftroy* 
gainjihim.  ing  the  tyrant  *  (C^^). 

The 
^  Herod,  lib.  i.  p.  486, 487. 

(QJ   Such  IB  the   account  the  cruelties  and  follies  of  Com- 

which  Herodian  gives  us  of  this  modus,  and '  terrified  with  his 

confpiracy.     But  Dio  Caffius,  menaces,  agreed  with  Marcia  to 

ivho   had  already  related   the  difpatch  him,    Julius  Capito* 

death  of  Domitian  with  thefe  linus  pretends,  that  they  ac- 

veryxircumflances,  tells  us  only  qudnted   Pertinax  with  their 

rn  this  place,  that  Lastus  and  defign,  who  did  not  attempt  to 

£cle&usy  no  longer  able  to  hear  divert  them  from  it«    But  Dio 

CaiTius 
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The  c6iiirpirator8  agreed,  that  the  fafeft,  and  moft  expe* 
ditious  way,  was  to  difpatch  him  with  poifon ;  which  wa$ 
accordingly  adminiftered  by  Marcia,  as  he  returned  very 
hot  from  bathing,  after  having  killed  fpme  wild  beads. 
The  emperor,  being  foon  after  feized  with  a  heavy  flum- 
ber,  retired  to  refre(h  himfelf  with  fleep  (for  he  ilept,  as 
Iiiflorians  obferve,  at  all  hours) ;  and  £cle£ius,  feizing  that 
opportunity,  ordered  the  company  to  retire,   hoping  to 
conceal  the  caufe  and  manner  of  his  death  :  but  Commo- 
du8,  awaking  when  the  company  was  fcarce  gqne^  was 
feized  with  a  violent  vomiting;  and,  fufpe&ing  that  poifon 
had  been  given  him,  threatened  all  about  him  with  imme* 
diate  death.    The  confpirators,  fearing  he  fhould  void  the 
poifon,  and  efcape,  fent  haftily  for  his  great  favourite  Nar- 
eifius,  the  famous  wreftler,  who,  being  gained  over  with 
great  promifes,  threw  himfelf  upon  the  emperor,  and,  feiz- 
ing him  by  the  throat,  ftrangled  him*.    Thus  died  Com-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
modus,    after  having   lived   thirty-one   years,    and  four      ft54o« 
months;   and  reigned  twelve  years^   nine  months,   and  /^'P'*^'* 
fourteen  days.    He  was  murdered  in  a  palace  which  flood       >    ^^^* 
on  mount  Coelius,  where  he  then  refided,  becaufe  he  could  ^^  i,mur^ 
not  fleep  in  the  imperial  palace ''.     His  body  was  privately  dired, ' 
conveyed  away,  and  buried  in  the  fields ;  but  was  after- 
"wards  taken  up  by  Pertinax,  who  fucceeded  to  the  empire, 
and  depofited  in  the  monument  of  Adrian. 

His  death  was  no  fooner  known,  than  the  fenate  afTem-  Hh/atves 
bled,  without  waiting  JFor  the  return  of  day  j  and  declared  ^^^  puiUd 
him  a  public  enemy,  loaded  him  with  curfes,  ordered  his  ^J]^/  . 
ftatues  to  be  broken  to  pieces,  his  name  to  be  rafed  out  of  f^nUtd. 
all  public  infcriptionsy   and  demanded  his  body,    that  it 
might  be  dragged  through  the  flreets,  and  thrown  into  the 
Tiber.    When  Pertinax,  who  had  already  been  declared 
emperor,    anfwered,  that  it  was  buried,  they  defired  to 
know,  who  had  been  fo  daring  as  to  pay  that  honour  to  a 
gladiator,  to  a  parricide,  to  a  more  cruel  and.  bloody  tyrant 
than  Nero  or  Domitian  «    Though  he  was  generally  abhor-  ' 

red  as  a  monfter  of  cruelty,  and  an  enemy  to  mankind,  yet 
the  emperor  Severus  flyled  himfelf  his  brother,  caufed  him 
to  be  ranked  among  the  gods,  appointed  priefls  and  (acri« 

c  Herod,  lib.  i.  p.  4S8.  Dio,  p.  %%%.  Coram.  Vit.  p.  5t.       d  Eufeb. 
Chron.  p.  %%%•  e  Vit.  Com.  p.  53*    Dto,  p.  830. 

Caflius  and  Herodlan  alTure  us,  think  of  any  thing  but  difpatch- 

that  he  was  altogether  unapprif-  ing  the  tyrant,    and  fecuring 

ed  of  their  attemi>t,  the  con-  themfel^ts. 
ff  irators   not  having  time  to 

fices 
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ficcs  to  his  honour,  and  ordered  the  annivcrfary  of  his  birth  to 
be  obferved  with  great  folemnity.  It  is  an  undoubted  fa3:ythat 
the  empire  was  indebted  to  him  for  eftablilhing  a  company  of 
merchants,  and  a  fleet  for  conveying  com  from  Africa  to 
Rome,  when  any  misfortune  (hould.befal  the  fleet  that 
tranfported  it  from  Egypt.    Another  a£kion  we  find  record- 
ed of  his,  truly  worthy  of  the  fon  of  M.  Aurelius :  one  Ma- 
nilius,  who  had  been  fecretary  to  Avidius  Caffius,  and  privy 
to  bis  confpiracy,  having  made  his  efcape,  and  concealed 
himfelf  ever  (ince  his  death,  was  apprehended  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  reign  of  Commodus,  to  whom  he  offered  to 
difcover  many  things  of  great  importance ;  but  Commodus 
would  not  fo  much   as  hear  him ;  he  even  burnt  all  his 
lettets,  without  opening  any  one  of  them  *.   But  this  tranf- 
a^ion  happened  iii  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  when 
he  followed  the  advice  of  the  wife  counfellors  whom  his 
father  had  placed  about  himv    No  mention  is  made  in 
hiftory  of  his  children ;   but  it  appears  from  an  ancient 
medal,  that  he  had  foilie,  who  muft  have  died  very  young  s. 
Of  the  authors  who  Houriflied  in  his  reign,  we  fhall  give  an 
account  in  the  notes  (R). 

Com- 
f  Dioy  in  Excerpt.    VsTl.  p.  725.       '    %  Sparl.  lib.  vn.  p.  659* 

(R)  Julius  Pollox  infcribed  tences  extra£ied  out  of  the  heft 

to  Commodus,   when   he  had  Greek  writers,  and  alphabeti- 

only  the  title  of  C»far,  Ono-  cally  digefted.  But  thefe  thirty- 

niaflicon,  which  is  iiill  extaot,  fix  books  might  have  been  re- 

and  coniiils  of  ten  books.     It  is  duced,  according    to   Photius, 

acolleiSionoffynonymouswords  to  fix  or  fev^n,  by  retrenching 

ufed  by  the  beft  Greek  writers  the  author's  ufelefs  digreiions 

to'  exprefs  one  and  the  fame  and    repetitions.      Philoflratus 

thing.    He  was  one  of  the  pre-  fpeaks  of  one   Aridaenetus  of 

ceptors  of  Commodus,     who,  Byzantium,  who  flourifhed  un- 

being  chiefly  taken  with  his  fine  der  Commodus,  and  ranks  him 

and  harmonious  voice,  honour-  among  the  mofl  eloquent  men 

ed  him  with  the  profeiTorfliip  of  of  his  time.    Athenaeus,  whole 

eloquence  lately  founded  in  the  work,  intitled,  Deipnofoplnfta, 

city  of  Athens.    Phrynicus  was  has  reached  our  times,  UiFcd 

contemporary  with  Pollux,  and  under  Commodus ;  but  did  not 

likewife  infcribed  toCommodus,  begin   to  write,    as    we    may 

when   he  was  only  Caefar,   a  be  fully  convinced  from  the  li- 

work,    of  which   Photius  had  berty  with  which  he  fpeaks  of 

read   thirty -five    or    thirty -fix  him,  till  after  his  death  (1). 

books.     It  was  a  collection  of  We  have  but  an  abridgment  of 

words,  phrafes,  and  fome  fen-  his  Deipnofophifta,  made,  ac- 

( i)  Athen.  lib,  xii,    VolT.  Hift»  Grace,  lib.  iL  cap.  15. 

cordip£ 
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-  Commodus  being  dead,  and  his  body  privately  conveyed  L^tus  ami 
away,  Laetus  and  Ecleftus  repaired  to  the  houfe  of  Hcivi-  ^^^!^ 
dius  Pertinax,  whom  they  judged  the  moft  deferving  per-  J2,T^^^  ^^ 
fon  in  the  fenate,  and  the  moft  worthy,  of  the  empire.    As  Pertimtxi 
the  death  of  the  emperor  was  not  publicly  known,  Pertinax, 
Foufed  out  of  his  ileep  (for  it  was  about  midnight)  by  their 
entering  his  houfe,  did  not  doubt  but  they  had  been  com- 
JTiiifioned  by  Commodus  to  murder  him.    However,  he  or- 
dered his  domeftics  to  admit  them  into  his  room;  and, 
upon  their  appearing)  without  rifing  from  his  bed,  or  be- 
traying thie  leaft  concern,  he  told  them,  that  as  Pompeia- 
nus  and  he  were  the  only  friends  of  M.  Aurelius  left  alive, 
he  had  expeded  every  day  to  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  cruelty 
of  the  tyrant  %  and,  with  great  firmnefs,  bid  them  put  their 
orders  in  execution.     Lsetus,  admiring  his  conftancy  and 
intrepidity,  informed  him,  that  the  tyrant  was  dead ;  and 
that  they  were  come  to  oflFer  the  empire  to  him,  as  the  per- 
fon  in  tne  fenate  the  moft  worthy  of  that  dignity.    Perti- 
nax, fufpe^iing  fome  treachery,  even  after  they  had  ac- 
quainted him  with  all  the  circumftances  of  the  death  of  the 
tyrant,  diifpatched  fome  of  his  friends  to  the  place  where 
his  body  lay.     Upon  their  return,  no  rooxii  being  left  for 
^ny  farther  doubt,  he  yielded  to  their  iptreaties,  accepted 
the  empire,  and  proceeded  to  the  camp  of  the  prsetorian 
guards  with  L%tus  their  captain,    caufing,  in  the  mean 
time,  a  report  to  be  fpread  in  the  city,  that  the  emperor 
was  dead  of  an  apoplexy,  and  that  Pertinax  had  fucceeded 
to  the  throne.    The  foldiers  were  greatly  furprifed  to  fee 
him  appear  in  the  camp  at  that  time  of  night ;  but  Laetus, 
afiembling  them,  declared,  that  the  emperor  being  dead  of 
an  apoplexy,  he  brought  them  a  new  prince,  the  moft  de* 
ferving  perfon  in  the  fenate,  who,  he  was  confident,  would 
be  received  with  great  joy,   and  acknowleged>  by  all  the 
armies  of  the  empire,  fince  he  had  on  every  occafion  given 
fignal  proofs  of  his  courage,  prudence,  and  other  princely 
virtues. 

Pertinax  bimfelf  fpoke  after  Laetus,  and,  in  his  harangue^ 
promifed  each  foldier  three  thoufand  drachmas;  which 
would  have  gained  them  immedately  over  to  his  intereft, 

cording  to  Cafaubon,  at  Con-  Grecian  antiquities.    He  pub- 

ftantinople  five  or  fix  hundred  lifhed  other  works ;  but  none 

years  fince.     This    writer    is  of   them    have    reached    our 

highly  efieemed,  and  not  unde-  times  (a), 
fcrvedly,   by  the  admirers  of 

(i)  Voir.  Hift.  Grsec.  libu  U«  €ap.  1 5. 

had 
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had  he  not  added  yer^  unfeafbnably,  that  he  hoped,  bir  their 
meansy  to  reform  feveial  abttfe8;^for  they  concluded  from 
thence,  that  he  defigned  to  reftore  the  ancient  difciplincy 
and  deprive  them  of  manv  pmtlegesy  which  had  been 
granted  by  G>mmodus.  •  This  declaration  occafioned  an 
Mniverfal  difcontent,  which,  however,  they  diflembled  for 
the  prefent :  a  fmall  number  having,  at  firft,  faluted  him 
with  the  title  pf  emperor,  the  reft  followed  their  example, 
Yr.  of  Fl.  took  the  oath  of  allegiance^  and,  after  the  ufual  facrifices, 
^54-i*      accompanied  him,  crowned  with  laurel,  to  the  (enate; 
U  Q* '41!  ^^^^^ ^^  ^^^  received  with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of 
*    '  ^      joy  by  ^he  new  confuls  Quintua  Sofius  Falco  and  Caiii^}^ 
wAf  is  ac'  liu8  Erucius,  and  by  all  the  magiftratcs,  and  other  fenators, 
M9wUgid    who  had  aflembled  upon  the  firft  news  of  the  death  of  the 
tyrant.    When  the  fenators  had  refumed  their  places,  Per- 
tinax,  before  they  had  conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Aa- 
guftus,  earneftly  intreated  them  not  to  lay  fo  heavy  a  bor- 
den  upon  him  in  his  old  age,  but  to  choofe  fome  other  more 
able  to  difcharge  fuch  an  important  truft,  and  better  qua- 
lified by  his  nobility  and  birth  for  fo  high  a  ftation  K    He 
was  not  fatisfied  with  begging  them  in  general  to  elefl  an- 
'  other,  but  particularly  named  Acilius  Glabria,  who  bad 
been  twice  conful,  and  pretended  to  derive  his  pedigree 
from  Anchifes,  the  father  of  ^neas,  toclk  him  by  the  haad, 
and  earneftly  intreated  him  to  accept  the  imperial  throne ; 
He  aut^i   but  Glabrio,  and  with  him  all  the  rcfll,  dc^Jaring,  that  tbcy 
ihemptri  ^,^^1^  ackno^lege  no  other  prince  bttC'Pertinax,  hewai 
at  laft  obliged  to  yields 

After « the  fcnate  had  faluted  him  with  the  title  of  An- 
guftus,  he  returned  them  thanks  in  an  oration  fuited  to  the 
occafion,  which  was  received,  with  loud  acckmations  by 
the  fenate  and  people,  whov  came  in  crowds  to  pay  thdr 
homage  to  the  new  prince,  whom  they  higbly\^^eemed-aiid 
revered.  The  confuls  pronounced,  according  Wctiiblib, 
his  panegyric  :  after  which  Falco,  wha 'rtJas  on^  irf .  ihem, 
upon  the  emperor's  commending  Laetus,  captain*  of  ttc 
guards,  and  owning  himfelf  imlebted  to  him  fi>r  the  em- 
pire, is  faid  by  Capitolinus  to  have  rebuked  the  prince  with 
great  freedom  for  countenancing  the  chief  minifter  of  the 
crimes  of  Commodus.  Pcrtinax  heard  him  without  the 
leaft  emotion,  and  only  told  him,  when  he  had  done  fpeat 
ing,  that  he  was  young,  and  had  not  yet  learned  to  obey; 
that  Laetus  had  put  the  orders  of  Commodus  in  execution 
^gainft  his  own  inclix^ation,  and  (hewn,  as  foon  as  b^  was 

"»  Herod,  lib.  iv.  p.  48a— 493-    I>io,  lib.  IxJciii.  p.  830.    Vit.  Pert- 
p.  55«  '  Herod,  Ola,  ibid. 

at 
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%t  liberty,  to  tid:  without  reftraint»  what  were  his  priT«Hli 
fentiments  *=•  From  the  fenate,  the  emperor  went  to  offer 
the  ufual  facrifices  ia  t'he  Capitol,  vifited  the  other  tem« 
pleSf  and  then,  amidft  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  people^  . 
repaired  to  the  paUce,  where  he  gave  a  magnificent  enter- 
tainment,  as  it  was  the  firft  day  of  the  new  year,  to  all 
the  magiftrates,  and  the  chief  men  of  the  fenate,  purfuant 
to  an  ancient  cuftom,  which  had  been  negleded  by  G>m- 
modus  *. 

Thus  Fertinax  began  his  reign,  to  the  great  fatisfa^lion  ne  hirtk 
of  Rome,*,  and  of  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  where  he  andidBCMm 
was  proclaimed  emperor  with  extraordinary  demonftrations  ^''^*  ^f 
of  joy  i  no  one  doubting,  that  he  would  foon  reftore  the  ^^''^^^^^ 
fiate  to  its  former  luftre»  and  redrefs  the  abufes  and  difor* 
ders  introduced  by  Commodus.    He  was  born  on  the  firft- 
of  Auguft  of  die  year  126,  the  tenth  of  Adrian's  reign,  in 
a  little  village  called  Villa  Martis,  not  far  from  Alba  Pom* 
peta»  now  Alba,  in  the  duchy  of  Montferrat.    He  is  com* 
Oionly  ftyled  by  hiflxNrians,  and  in  moft  infcriptions,  Pub« 
lius  Hdvius  Fertinax.    His  father,  Helvius  Succeflus,  had 
either  been  a  flave  himfelf,  or  was  the  fon  of  an  enfran* 
qbifed  flave  ",  and  followe4  the  meaniprofeffion  of  drying 
wood  and  making  charcoal.    We  are  told,  that  he  eavc 
the  name  of  Fertinax  to  his  fon,  on  account  of  his  obfti- 
nately  adhering,  iot  fome  time,  to  the  (ame  eallihg,  which, 
however,  .he  was  afterwards  perfuaded  to  abandon,  and  td 
keep,  a  grammar-fchool  in  Rome.    But  that  profeflion  not 
anfwering  his  expedation,  he  engaged  in  a  military  lifef 
and  ferved  fifft  ia  Syria,  in  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Fius, 
as  a  common  foldier ;  but  was  foon  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
centurion,  by  the  intereft  of  LoUius  AvituSj  or  rather  LoU 
lius  Gentian  us,  his  father's  patron. 

Having  in  that  poft  diftinguiihed  himfelf  under  Lucius  His  rifa 
Veius,  during  the  Farthian  war,  he  was  rewarded  with  the  trndprt^ 
comonand  of  a  cohort  in  Syria,  and  afterwards  tm^XoytA  :t^rmiiiU. 
in  Britain,  Moefia,  Italy,  and  Germany,   in  which  laft 
country  he  commanded  the  Roman  fleeu    From  Germany 
he  was  fent  into  Dacia,  and  there,  upon  fome  falfe  infor* 
Qiation,  deprived  of  his  employment,  whatever  it  was,  by 
M'  Aurielius,  nbtwithftanding  the  efteem  he  had  for  him. 
Capitolinus  writes,  that;  he  was  governor  of  Dacia,  and 
charged  with  afpiring  to  the  empire.     Be  that  as  it  may, 
M.  Aurelius,  being  foon  after  convinced  of  his  innocence, 
created  him  fenator»  honoured  him  with  the  enfigns  of 

k  Vjt.  Pert.  p.  $5*  1  Herod,  lib,  ii.  p.  494*    Vit.  Pert.  p.  55« 
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fMVtor,  and  gave  Mm  the  command  of  ttie  firft  legion^ 
which  he  led  againft  the  Germans,  who  had  conquered 
Rhxtia  and  Noricum.  Thefe  countries  he  recovered  in  one 
campaign  ;  for  which  eminent  fervice  M.  Aurelius  advanced 
bim  to  the  dignity  of  conful.  He  was  afterwards  fent  into 
Syria  againft  Avidius  Caffius  \  and,  upon  his  death,  recall- 
ed from  thence  to  guard  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  and 
command  the  army  in  lUyricum.  Having  acquitted  him- 
felf  in  that  office  to  the  general  fatisfadiion  both  of  the 
Romans  and  Barbarians,  he  was  afterwards  preferred  to  the 
government  of  the  two  Mcefias,  then  to  that  of  Dacia*  and 
laftly  to  the  government  of  Syria,  which  he  held  to  the 
reigh  of  Commodus,  when  he  returned  to  Rome ;  but  did 
not  continue  long  there,  being  ordered  by  Perennis,  who 
then  governed  with  abfolute  authority,  and  fufpe£bcd  all 
men  of  merit,  to  quit  the  city,  and  retire  to  Liguria,  bis 
native  country,  where  he  lived  like  an  exile  three  whole 
years  \  during  which  he  embelliflied  the  jdace  where  he 
was  born  with  a  great  number  of  fine  buildings ;  but  would 
not  fuffer  his  father's  cottage,  Or  rather  (hop,  which  ftood 
in  the  midft  of  them,  to  be  pulled  down,  or  even  altered. 
After  the  downfall  of  Perennis,  he  was,  by  Commodus, 
fent  into  Britain,  to  reftore  the  ancient  difcipline  among 
the  troops  in  that  province ;  a  reformation  which  he  ac* 
complifhed,  not  without  expofing  himfelf  to  great  dangers. 
He  was  recalled  at  his  own  requeft ;  and  upon  his  return 
charged  with  the  care  of  fupplying  the  city  with  provifions; 
then  appointed  proconful  of  Africa ;  and  laftly,  governor 
of  Rome,  which  employment  he  held  when  Commodus 
was  killed  ?. 
His  chom  The  confpirators  efteemed  him,  of  all  the  men  in  Rome, 
ra^er.  the  moft  worthy  of  the  empire.  And  indeed  he  was,  ac- 
cording to  Herodian,  in  every  refpe£l  well  qualified  forfo 
important  a  truft,  being  a  man  of  great  wifdom,  extraor- 
dinary valour,  and  a  fpotlefs  charafler.  Dio  Caffius  ex- 
tols him  on  account  of  his  mild  temper,  his  goodnefs,  and 
his  application  to  bufinefs ;  and  adds,  that  he  was  grave 
without  being  fuUen,  naild  without  weaknefs,  prudent  with-, 
out  craft,  exz&  without  afiedation,  frugal  virithout  avarice, 
and  great  without  pride  or  arrogance.  Aurelius  Vi£lor 
ftyles  him  a  perfon  thoroughly  acquainted  with  mankind, 
and  one  who  admired  and  imitated  the  manners  of  the  an- 
cient Romans  •.  The  other  Vidor  fays,  that  he  was  an 
«nemy  to  all  pomp,  and  outward  ihew ;  that  he  received 

•  Vit,  Pert.  p.  54,  55.    Herod,  lib.  ii.  p.  493,     Dio,  lib.  Ixztii. 
p.  831.    Via.  Epit.  •  Aur.  Via. 
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pcrFons  of  every  rank  and  condition  with  great  afFabiHty , 
and  treated  them  as  his  equals.  Julius  Capitolinus  is  the 
only  writer  who  gives  him  but  an  indifferent  chara£ter,  and 
charges  him  with  avarice,  and  want  of-  fincerity ;  but  that 
vrriter  lived  a  hundred  years  after  Pertinax,  whereas  both 
Dio  Caffius  and  Herodian  were  perfonally  acquainted  with 
him*  The  emperor  Julian  charges  him  only  with  having 
been  privy  to  the  confpiracy  p  ;  but  even  from  that  impu- 
tation he  is  cleared  by  the  above  mentioned  writers. 

As  he  found  the  treafury   entirely  exhaufted,  he  or-  HistonduH 

dered  ail  the  filver  ftatues  of  Commodus,  which  had  been  indexed* 

pulled  down  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  to  be  melted,  and  ^^^n  f^l**' 

turned  into  money ;  and  fold  by  auftion  all  his  concubines  ^       ^*' 

and  catamites,  his  arms,  his  horfes,  his  gold  and  filver 

platCj  and  all  his  rich  moveables  ;  among  which  particular 

mention  is  made  of  chariots  fo  contrived,  as  to  (hew  the 

hour,  and  meafure  the  way  ^.     By  thefe  means  he  raifed 

money  enough  to  pay  the  prsetorian  guards  what  he  had 

promifed  them,  to  difcharge  feveral  debts  contracted  by 

CommoduSf  and  to  give  a  bounty  to  the  people.     At  the 

fame  time  he  reftored  to  the  lawful  owners  whatever  had 

been  unjuftly  taken  from  them  by  Commodus,  recalled  fuch 

as  had  been  bani(hed  for  the  pretended  crime  of  treafon, 

put  them  in  poflefiion  of  their  eftates,  and  punifhed,  with 

the  utmoft  feverity,  thofe  who  had  been  acceflbry  to  their 

misfortunes.    He  publicly  declared,  that  he  would  accept 

of  no  legacies  or  inheritances  from  fuch  as  had  children  or 

lawful  heirs  of  their  own,  faying,  **  I  had  rather  he  poor, 

^han  wallow  in  riches  acquired  by  diihonourable  methods  " 

He  abolifhed  aH  the  taxes  laid  by  Commodus  on  the  rivers, 

ports,  and  high-ways  \  and  would  not  fuffer  his  name  to  be 

fet  up,  according  to  cuftom,  in  fuch  places  as  belonged  to 

the  emperors,  faying,  that  they  did  not  belong  to  him  but 

to  the  public  '. 

Thus  by  the  mildnefs  of  his  government,  by  his  equity 
sind  moderation,  he  gained  the  afTeclions  both  of  the  fenate 
and  people ;  but  by  attempting  to  reftrain  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  praetorian  guards,  he  offended  both  them  and  their  ^f^^pf^^^ 
commander  Laetus,  who  at  firft  had  been  fo  zealous  in  his  ^ifrj^^^ 
caufe.    The  private  men,  not  doubting  that  he  would  re-  ^y^  n^n^ 
ftore  the  ancient  difcipline  among  them,  had,  three  days 
after  his  acceffion  to  the  empire,  attempted  to  proclaim  Tri- 
arius  Maternus  Lafclvius,  a  fenator  of  an  illuftrious  fanii- 
ly  ;  but  he,  efcaping  from  them  while  they  were  carrying 

p  Jul.  Caef.  p.  I4.  q  Vit.  Pert  p.  56,  r  Dio,  lib.  Ixxiii* 

p.  %\%.    Vit,  Pert.  p.  5^—59.    Herod*  lib.  ii,  p.  496. 
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him  to  the  camp,  fied  to  Pertinax,  aflured  him  of  hU  loj^ 
ulty,  and  then  withdrew  from  Rome.    This  mutinous  dif- 
pofition  obliged  th<  emperor  to  confirm  all  the  privileges 
which  had  been  granted  them  by  Commodus.    However, 
he  kept  them  to  their  duty,  which  they,  inured  to  the  li- 
centjoufuefs  of  the  preceding  reign,  not  being  able  to  fuf- 
TA(x  re*      tain,  attempted  to  ratfe  Falco,  the  conful,  to  the  empire. 
volt,  and    Pcrtinax,  who  was  then  at  Oftia  giving  the  neceflary  orders 
^'f^Pf  j^    for  fupplying  the  city  with  provifions,  returned  haftilyto 
^m  ^^  palace ;  and,  repairing  to  the  fenate,  accufed  Falco, 

fmtiri*  whom  the  fenators  would  have  condemned  immediately  as 
a  traitor,  and  a  public  enemy :  but  Pertinax  rifing  up,  ex- 
claimed, that  in  his  reign  no  (enator^  however  guilty,  fliould 
be  put  to  death ;  and  publicly  declared,  that  he  forgave  him 
freely.  Falco,  being  thus  difmiffed,  retired  to  his  eftate, 
where  he  lived  in  fafety.  Some  writers  pretend,  that  he 
was  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  defign  of  the  prxtonan 
guards,  who  had  agreed  to  make  him  emperor,  without 
imparting  to  him  the  refolution  they  had  taken  in  his  fa- 
vour. However,  the  foldiers,  highly  exafperated  againft 
Pertinax,  and  fecretly  encouraged  by  Laetus,  who  did  not 
think  his  former  fervices  fufEciently  rewarded,  began 
openly  to  mutiny,  and  declare  that  they  would  no  longer 
ooey  the  orders  of  Pertinax,  nor  aclnowlege  him  for  em- 
peror. To  exafperate  them  ftill  more,  Lsetus  caufed  feme 
of  them  to  be  publicly  executed,  as  privy  to  the  late  con- 
fpiracy ;  pretending,  that  he  only  executed  the  orders  of 
Pertinax,  though  the  prinee  was  entirely  ignorant  of  thefe 
proceedings. 
nnt  hun-  In  confequence  of  this  conduft  the  mutiny  cncreafing 
dridof  daily,  on  the  twenty- eighth  of  March  a  body  or  about  three 
rn^chto  ^^^^"^^^  °f  ^^^  mutineers,  more  daring  than  the  ref^  leav- 
Rome,  and  ^"g  ^^^  camp,  and  palling  through  the  ftrcets  of  Ronde  with 
enter  the  their  drawn  fwords,  went  dircftly  to  the  palace,  which  they 
pidace.  entered  without  oppofition,  the  emperor's  freedmen  and 
officers  either  abatuloning  the  palace  through  fear,  or 
treacheroufly  opening  all  the  gates.  Pertinax,  in  the  mean 
time,  knew  nothing  of  what  pafled,  till  his  wife,  in  great 
terror,  brought  him  intelligence,  that  the  praetorian  guards 
had  revolted,  and  were  already  in  the  palace.  The  empe- 
ror forthwith  difpatched  Sulpicianus,  his  father-in-law, 
whom  he  had  appointed  governor  of  Rome,  to  appeafe  the 
tumult  in  the  camp,  and  ordered  Laetus  to  oppofe  thofe  who 
had  entered  the  palace  :  but  Laetus,  covering  his  face,  that 
he  might  not  be  known,  inftead  of  obeying  the  emperor's 
orders,  retired  to  his  own  houfe.  As  the  mutineers  ftiU 
advanced,  fome*  of  the  emperor's  friendsi  who  bad  remain- 
ed 
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ed  with  him,  advifed  him  to  retire,  and  conceal  himfel^ 
•till  the  people,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved,  coula 
come  to  nis  amftance :  but  Perfinax  reje£ted  their  advice, 
laying,  that  to  fave  his  life  by  flight  was  a  thing  altogether 
unworthy  of  aii  emperor.  He  therefore  rcfolved  to  meet  ^A/  mtri^ 
them  in  pcrfon,  believing  that,  awed  by  his  prefence,  they  ^'^^  °f  , 
"Would  return  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  Accordingly,  he  ^^*''^' 
appeared  unexpefkedly  before  them;  and  aflced  them,  with- 
out betraying  the  leaft  fear  or  concern,  whether  they,  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  defend  the  emperoi^sperfon,  were  come  with 
an  intent  to  betray  and  murder  him.  At  the  fame  lime  he 
reprefented  to  them  the  heinoufnefs  of  their  crime,  the  ig* 
nominy  which  it  would  call  upon  their  memories,  and  the 
fatal  confequences  of  fo  black  a  treafon,  with  fuch  fpirit 
and  energy,  that  many  of  them,  moved  by  his  words,  be- 
gan  to  fteath  their  fwords,  and  retire :  but  a  TuhgriaQ 
named  Taufius,  darting  his  javelin  at  the  emperor's  breaft, 
and  crying  out,  "  The  foldiers  fend  you  this,'*  the  reft 
rufhed  on  with  great  rage,  and  difpatched  him  with  many  J^s  death. 
wounds.  The  emperor  made  no  refiftance  5  but  covering 
his  head  with  his  robe,  and  calling  upon  Jupiter  the  Aven- 
ger, fell  a  facrifice  to  their  fury.  Ecleftus  alone  remained 
with  him,  and  endeavoured  co^defend  him  ;  but  after  hav- 
ing killed  two  of  the  foldiers,  was  himfelf  run  through, 
and  fell  by  the  fide  of  his  mafter,  for  whofe  fafety  he  had 
facrificed  his  life.  The  foldiers  cut  off  his  head,  and  car- 
ried it  upon  the  point  of  a  fpear  in  triumph  to  the  can^p, 
whither  they  retired  with  great  precipitation,  before  the 
people  could  affemble,  who,  they  knew,  would  not  fail  to 
revenge  the  death  of  a  prince  whom  they  fo  tenderly  loved. 

It  was  no  fooner  known  that  Pertinax  had  been  murder-  Heh  uni' 
cd,  than  the  enraged  populace  flocked  from  all  quarters  of  wr/alfyU* 
the  city ;  and  uttering  dreadful  menaces  againft  the  authors  *"'*^'^« 
of  his  death,  ran  up  and  down  the  ftreets  in  queft  of  them. 
The  fenators  were  no  lefs  concerned  for  his  death  than  the 
people  5  the  more,  becaufe  they  were  now  convinced,  thai 
the  foldiers  would  fuffer  none  to  reign  but  tyrants.     How* 
ever,  as  they  had  more  to  lofe  than  the  common  pedplc^ 
they  did  not  offer  to  revenge  his  death ;  but  either  ftiul 
themfelves  up  in  their  own  houfes,  or  in  thofe  of  the  fol- 
diers of  their  acquaintance,  thinking  themfelves  there  moft 
fafe  '.    Such  was  the  unfortunate  and  much-lamented  en4 
of  Publius  Helvius  Pertinax,   after  he  had  lived  fixty-iix 
years,  fcven  months,  and  twenty-fix  or  twenty-eight  days; 
and  reigned,  according  to  Dio  Cailius,  eighty-feven  daysj 

•  Dio,  p.  834,  (35.    Uetodet.  ^b-  ii>  p.  4,1.    Vit.  ttt,  p.  jl. 
Vol,.  XIII.  B  b  that 
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that  IS,  from  the  firft  of  January  to  the  twenty-eighth 
of  March  ^     His  body,  together  with  his  head,  was  in- 
terred with  great  pomp  by  Didiu^  Julianus,  his  fucceflbr,  in 
the  burying  place  of  his  wife's  family.    The  emperor  Septi* 
mtus  Severus,  with  the  title  of  emperor,  aiTumed  the  name 
of  Pertinax,  which  he  knew  would,  above  any  thing  elfe, 
recommend  him  to  the  armv  in  Illyrlcum,  and  to  the  E.o- 
t!§mMrs      man  people.    He  puniflied  with  great  feverity  ail  thofe 
pmidhim     ^jjQ  had  been  acceffary  to  his  death,  difbanded  the  praeto- 
dfoik  ^*^"  guards,  honoured  his  memory  with  a  moft  magnificent 

funeral,  at  which  was  carried  the  effigies  of  the  deceafed 
prince,  pronounced  his  panegyric,  and  caufed  him  to  be 
ranked  in  the  number  of  the  gods,  appointing  the  fon  diief- 
prieft  to  his  father.  The  day  of  his  acceffion  to  the  einpre 
was  yearly  celebrated  with  the  Circenfian  games  ;  and  his 
birth-day,  for  many  years  after,  with  other  fports  ■•  He 
performed  great  things,  fays  Herodian,  during  his  fbort 
adminiftration,  and  would  have  reftored  the  empire  to  its 
former  luftre,  had  he  been  indulged  with  a  longer  reign. 

Pertinax  had  .difpatched  Flavins  Sulpicianus,  his  father- 
in-law»  to  appeafe  the  tumult  in  the  camp  of  the  praetorian 
guards ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  the  news  of  his  death  reach- 
ed the  camp,  and  the  three  hundred  foldiers  arriving  foon 
after  with  his  head  ftuck  on  afpear,  Sulpicianus  was  not 
afhamed  to  apply  to  the  murderers  of  his  fon-in-law  for  the 
Tki  tmptr$  empire,  and  to  offer  to  purchafe  it  with  money :  but  they 
extofidto    refolved  to  make  the  moft  of  it,  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed 
'     *  on  the  ramparts  of  the  camp,  that  the  empire  was  expofed 

to  fale,  and  the  beft  biddei;ihould  have  it.  When  news  of 
this  fcandalous  proclamation  were  firft  brought  to  Rome, 
Didius  Julianus,  the  wealthieft  man  in  the  city,  was  en- 
tertaining fome  of  his  friends  at  a  banquet,  who,  in  the 
midft  of  their  mirth  and  jollity,  advifed  him,  as  he  had 
more  ready  money  than  any  man  in  Rome,  ^  not  to  lofe  the 
opportunity  of  making  fo  valuable  a  purchafe.  Julianus  ra- 
vilhed  with  the  dazzling  profpeft  of  rule  and  empire,  fol- 
lowed their  advice,  rofe  from  table,  and  haftened  to  the 
camp ;  where  he  began  to  canvafs :  he  reprefented  to  Ac 
foldiers,  whom  Sulpicianus  was  haranguing  in  his  ovm  he- 
.  half,  that  his  competitor,  (hould  he  fucceed,  would  not  fail 
one  day  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  fon-in-law ;  and  he 
gave  it  them  under  his  hand,  that  if  they  favoured  him  (Di- 
dianus)  on  this  occafion,  he  would  reftore  all  things  to  the 
condition  they  were  in  under  Commodus.  This  promifc 
pleafed  tlie  licentious  and  diffolute  foldiery,  who  had  com- 

t  Dio,  lib.  Ixxiii,  p.  S34.  «  Vid^.  Epitg    Vit  Pert.  p.  59* 
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tnitted,  in  that  prince's  reign^  every  kind  of  difbrder  with 
impunity* 

However,  they  would  hear  what  they  both  ofFered,  and 
fufiered  them  to  bid  againft  one  another,  Sulpicianus  in  the 
camp,  and  Julianus  at  the  gate ;  till  the  latter,  rifing  at  ^lff^^7 
once  from  five  thoufand   drachmas  a  man  to  fix  thoiifand  ^j^'J[i^^  7^. 
tM^o  hundred  and  fifty,  to  be  immediately  paid,  filenced  the  ^ohus. 
other,  was  admitted  into  the  camp,  and  proclaimed  empe- 
ror, on  condition  that  he  fhould  forgive  his  competitor,  and 
never  refent  his  afpiring  to  the  empire  ^.     M.  Didius  Se-  ^^^'J^' 
verus  Julianus,  was  defcended  from  an  illuftrious  family,  andpre/if 
originally  from  Milan,  in  which  city  his  grandfather  was  menu. 
born.    The  emperor  was  the  fon  of  Petronius  Didius  Seve- 
ru8,  and  i¥)milia  Clara,  the  grand-daughter   of  the  cele- 
brated civilian  Salvius  Julianus,  who   fiourifhed  under  A- 
drian,  and  compiled  the  Perpetual  £di£l.     He  was  born  on 
the  twenty-ninth  or  thirtieth  of  January,  in  the  year  133, 
the  fixteenth  of  Adrian's  reign,  and  brought  up  by  Domi- 
tia  Lucilla,  the  mother  of  M.  Aurelius.    That  prince,  who 
had  a  particular  afFefUon  for  him,  created  him  firft  quaeftor, 
then  sedile,  afterwards  praetor ;  and  when  the  time  of  his 
praetorfhip  expired,  gave  him  the  command  of  the  twenty- 
fecond  legion,  then  quartered  in  Germany.     He, afterwards 
appointed  him  governor  of  Belgic  Gaul,  where,  with  the 
few  forces  he  had  under  his  command,  he  repulfed  the 
Chauci,  who  had  made  an  irruption  into  the  Roman  ter- 
ritories ;  for  which  fervice  he  was  rewarded  with  the  con- 
fulfhip.     After  he  had  difcharged  that  office,   he  was  fent 
into  lUyricum,  which  country  he  defended  with  great  va- 
lour againft  the  neighbouring  Barbarians ;  and  was,  on  that 
account,  preferred  to  the  government  of  Lower  Germany  ; 
whence  he  was  recalled  to   Rome,  and  charged  with  the 
care  of  fupplying  the  city  with  provifions  \     He  narrowly 
efcaped  death  in  the  reign  of  Commodus,  being  accufed  as 
a  confederate  to  the  pretended  confpiracy  of  Salvius  Julia- 
nus, his  uncle  by  the  mother,  and  was  for  fome  time  con-  - 
fined  to  the  city  of  Milan :  but  Commodus,  afhamed  o£ 
having  caufed  fo  many  other  fenators  to  be  inhumanly  maf- 
facred,  not  only  difcharged  Julianus,  but  preferred  him  to 
the  government  of  Bithynia,  and  afterwards  to  the  conful- 
jSiip,  in  which  he  had  Pertinax  for  his  colleague,  whom  he 
fucceeded  in  the  proconfulfhip  of  Africa.     Hence  Pertinax 
ufed  to  call  him  his  colleague  and  his  fuccefTor  ^  which  ap- 
pellation was  afterwards  interpreted  as  a  prefage  of  his  be- 
ing fucceeded  by  Julianus  in  the  empire. 
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His  ekm-  All  authors  agree,  that  DIdius  Julianus  was  pofleflbd  «f 
radir*  itnmenfe  wealth  ;  but  arc  divided  with  refpcft  to  his  cha- 
rafter.  Dio  Caffius,  who  had  been  named  by  Pertinax  tp 
the  prjctorlhip,  charges  him  with  avarice  and  gluttony^  and 
paints  him  as  one  who  was  wholly  intent  upon  amafBng 
riches  by  any  means,  however  ftiaimeful  and  unjuft.  He 
fpoke  vrithout  judgement,  fays  that  writer,  and  uttered  fuch 
things  in  public  as  excited  the  compaffion  of  all  fcnfible 
men.  He  was  a  great  encourager  of  difturbances  and  trou- 
bles in  the  ftate,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  privately  excited 
the  foldiers  againft  Pertinax,  though  his  nephew  had  mar- 
ried that  prince's  daughter.  Dio  Caffius  adds,  that  he 
himfelf,  in  pleading,  had  often  reproached  him  in  public 
with  his  notorious  injuftice  ^  Herodian  writes,  that  he 
was  generally  defpifed  on  account  of  his  diforderly  life,  and 
that  he  thought  of  nothing  but  his  pleafures  and  dii«r- 
fions  *.  Spartian,  on  the  other  hand,  tells  us-,  that,  in  all 
his  governmcats  and  employments  under  M.  Aureliiis,  he 
acquitted  himfelf  with  great  integrity ;  from  which,  how- 
ever, he  was  faid  to  have  fwerved  in  the  reign  of  Commo- 
dus.  He  adds,  that  he  was  fo  covetous,  as  not  to  allov 
hirhfelf  fometimes  any  other  food  than  roots  and  greens  5 
a  charge  which  is  direfUy  contrary  to  what  we  read  in  Dio 
Caffius  and  Herodian,  writers  who  lived  at  that  time  ia 
Rome.  Spartian,  however,  owns,  that  Julianus  was 
charged  with  eating  and  drinking  to  excefs,  with  gaming, 
and  ufing  fuch  weapons  as  were  peculiar  to  the  gladiators, 
though,  m  his  youth,  he  had  never  been  addidled  to  any  or 
thefc  vices  *.  He  fhewed  himfelf,  according  to  that  writer, 
kind,  affable,  and  obliging  to  all  men  i  and  was  fo  far  from 
being  elated  with  his  new  dignity,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he 
feeme^  rather  to  debafe  himfelf  too  much. 

As  foon  as  he  was  declared  emperor,  he  appointed,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  praetorian  guards,  Flavins  Genialis  and  Tul- 
Hi  takis      litis  Crifpinus  their  commanders.     At  the  fame  time  he  ao 
thenamt^    cepted  the  name  of  Commodus,  which  they»befought  him 
^  fffflffflr*.    ^^  ^^j^^  upon  him  ;  and  this  name  is  (till  to  be  feen  on  feme 
of  his  medals  ^.     KSx^t  the  ufual  ceremonies,  the  prsetoriaa 
guards  accompanied  him  in  battle  array  to  the  fenate.  The 
people  did  not  offer  to  oppofe  their  march  j  but  no  accla- 
mations were  heard ;  fome,  who  were  at  a  diftance,  even 
uttered  invedlives  againft  his  perfon.     As  for  the  fenators, 
thofe  who  were  the  moft  grieved  to  fee  him  emperor,  were 
the  moft  forward  in  congratulating  him  with  feigned  joy 
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on  his  acceffioQ  to  the  empire.  Among  thefe  was  Bio  Caf- 
£us  the  hiftorian  ^.  Julianus  lAade  a  ^eech  in  the  fenate, 
lays  Dia*  who  was  prefent,  worthy  of  himfclf ;  wherein  he 
jdefired  them  to  connrm  what  the  foldiers  had  done,  wi(h- 
ang  to  hold  the  eit^pire  o(  tliem  ;  but  told  them  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  was  the  fitteft  perfon  they  could  choofe. 
rThe  ienate  immediately  pafled  a  decree,  declaring  him  em-  Hf  isac- 
peror,  and  his  family  patrician,  invefting  him  with  the  ^^^f'^*^*^ 
tiibunitial  and  proconiukr  powers.  At  the  fame  time  his  „Jf//^' 
-wife  Manlia  Scantilla,  and  his  daughter  Didia  Clara,  Were 
honoured  with  the  title  of  Auguftas.  From  the  fenate  he 
repaired  to  the  palace  ',  where,  defpifing  the  frugal  fupper 
-which  had  been  prepared  for  Pertinax,  he  ordered  a  fplea- 
did  fcaft  to  be  got  ready,  and  pafied  the  night  in  mirth  and 
Jollity,  kaving  the  body  of  the  deceafed  prince  in  a  place 
-vrhere  he  had  been  murdered.  However,  it  was  afterwards 
honourably  interred. 

Next  morning,  the  fenate  and  the  Roman  knights  coming  jjt  n- 
to  congratulate  nim,  he  received  them  in  a  moft  obliging  teinjet 
,  manner.     He  went  afterwards  to  the  fenate,  and  returned  '^**'  '*  * 
them  thanks  for  having  admitted  him  to  adminifter,  in  con-  ^/]^^?^* 
junction  with  th^m,  the  fovereign  power,  and  for  the  ho-  tur. 
xiours  tfaej  had  conferred  on  his  wife  and  daughter.    On 
this  occahon  he  received,  according   to  Capitolinus,  the 
title  of  Father  of  his  Country,  which,  however,  does  not 
appear  on  any  of  his  medals.     From  the  fenate  he  went  to 
the  Capitol  to  offer  the  ufual  facrifices,  the  fenators,  who 
attended  him^  outvying  one  another  in  demonftrations  of 
joy.     But  the  people,  ftrangers  to  diiBmulfttion^  openly  Hits 
loaded  him  with  curfes  and  reproaches,  hoping  by  thefe  ^^'^»  ^^ 
execrations  to  oblige  him  to  refign  the  power  which  he  had  '^^;^  ^ 
purchafed  of  the  foldiery  in  fo  ftiameful  a  manner.    They  the  peopU. 
even   difcharged  ihowers  of  ftones   at  him,   and  loudly 
wiihed,  as  he  was  facrificing  in  the  Capitol,  that  he  might 
never  obtain  any  favour  of  the  gods.    The  emperor  en- 
deavoured to  appeafe  them  with  great  promifes ;  but  they 
anfwered  boldiv,  that  they  fcorned  to  receive  any  thing 
from  fuch  an  ufurper  and  parricide  :  infomuch  that,  to  dif- 
perfe  them  (for  they  blocked  up  the  way),  he  was  obliged 
to  order  the  foldiers  to  fall  upon  thofe  who  flood  neareft. 
They  attacked  them  accordingly,  and  killed  or  wounded 
great  numbers.    This  carnage  exafperated  the  people  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  all  took  arms ;  and,  in  the  circus, 
where  the  emperor  al&fted  at  the  public  games,  renewed 
their  curfes  and  imprecations  both  againll  him  and  the 
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prxtoriaii  guards,  imploring  the  af&ftance  of  the  other  ar- 
mies and  generals*  namely,  that  of  Pefcennius  Niger,  who 
commanded  a  powerful  army  in  Syria.  All  this  infolence 
Julianus  bore  with  great  patience,  fays  Spartian  ;  and  dur- 
ing his  (hort  reign,  gave  many  inftances  of  an  extraordinary 
mildnefs  of  temper  ®.  He  appointed  Repentinus,  his  fon* 
in-law,  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  in  the  room  of 
Sulpitianus,  father-in-law  to  the  deceafed  emperor ;  and, 
to  gratify  the  foldiery,  re-eftabliflied  many  things,  which 
had  been  appointed  by  Commodus,  and  aboliflied  by  Per- 
tinax. 

Among  the  many  great  generals  who  commanded  at  this 
time  the  Roman  armies  in  the  different  provinces  of  the 
empire,  the  moft  famed  were  Pefcennius  Niger  in  Syria, 
Septimius  Severus  in  Illyricum,  and  Clodius  Albinus  in 
ChJtusAl'  Britain.  Clodius  Albinus  was  a  native  of  Adrumetum  in 
ixtraaion  Africa,  but  defcended  from  the  Pofthumian  and  Ceionian 
andpTifir-  families,  two  of  the  moft  illuftrious  in  Rome.  His  father, 
Ceionius  Pofthumus  gave  him  the  name  of  Albinus,  be- 
caufe  at  his  birth  he  appeared  whiter  than  new-born  chil- 
dren ufually  are,  the  Latin  word  albus  importing  whitu 
He  was  brought  up  in  Africa,  where  he  ftudied  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages,  in  which  he  was  a  perfeft  mailer. 
The  ancients  extol  his  knowlege  and  learning,  and  Men- 
tion, with  great  commendations,  a  treatife,  which  he  com- 
pofed  on  agriculture.  But  his  martial  genius  did  not  allow 
him  to  purfue  the  peaceable  profeffion  of  letters.  He  en- 
tered into  the  fervice  very  early,  and,  by  the  ijtitereft  of  Lol- 
lius  Serenus,  Bsebius  Msetianus,  and  Ceionius  Pofthu- 
mianus,  men  of  rank,  and  nearly  related  to  him,  was  firft 
raifed  to  the  command  of  a  troop  of  Illyrian  horfe,  and  foon 
after  to  that  of  the  firft  and  fourth  legions.  He  com- 
manded the  army  in  Bithynia  in  the  reign  of  M.  Aurelius, 
and  reftrained  them  from  joining  Avidius  Cafiius,  for  which 
fervice  he  was  rewarded  with  the  confulfliip.  In  the  rergn 
of  Commodus  he  was  appointed  governor  of  Gaul,  where 
he  gained  great  advantages  over  the  Fri(ians,  and  other 
neighbouring  nations.  From  Gaul  he  was  tranflated  into 
Britain,  which  government  he  held  at  this  time^  The 
emperor  Commodus,  fufpefting  that  Septimius  Severus,  go- 
vernor of  Illyricum,  and  Nonius  Murcus,  who  commanded 
an  army  in  lome  other  province,  defigned  to  revolt,  in  order 
to  engage  Albinus  in  his  caufe,  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  if 
Capitoliinis  is  to  be  credited,  allowing  him  to  aflume,  if 
he  faw  occafion,  the  title  of  Csefar,  and  all  the  eiifigns  of 
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tliat  dignity ;  which  he  prudently  declined,  fearing  to  be 
involved  in  the  ruin  of  that  tyrant,  which  he  apprehended 
^very  hour.  The  fame  writer  adds,  that,  fome  time  after,  a 
falfe  report  of  the  death  of  Commodus  being  fpread  in 
Sritain,  Albinus,  giving  credit  to  it,  encouraged  his  foldiers 
^o  abolifh  monarchy,  and  re-eftabli(h  the  ancient  republican 
government;  a  ftep  which  gained  him  the  afFc£lions  of  the 
ienate,  but  provoked  Commodus  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
immediately  appointed  Junius  Severus  to  fucceed  him  in 
•the  government  of  Britain  ;  but  he  did  not  arrive  before  the 
death  of  Commodus  was  publicly  known  in  thatprovince  ?* 

M.  Aurelius  had  a  particular  value  for  him,  and  thought 
liim  ^  well  qualified,  on  account  of  his  aufterity  and  gra- 
vity, for  the  command  of  an  army.  His  feverity  feems  to  Kts.eha* 
have  bordered  upon  cruelty ;  for  he  is  faid  never  to  have  raSer. 
pardoned  the  lead  fault,  but  to  have  crucified  even  the  cen- 
turions, when  he  found  them  the  leaft  remifs  in  their  duty. 
He  was  unjuft  to  his  domeftics,  infupportable  to  his  wife, 
and  furly  and  morofe  to  all.  Jle  was  very  moderate  in  his 
drefs,  but  quite  otherwife  in  hisrepafts;  for  he  had  fuch 
an  extraordinary  appetite,  that  he  is  faid  by  Capitolinus  to 
liave  often  eat  at  a  breakfaft  five  hundred  figs,  .a  hundred 
peaches,  ten  melons,  twenty  bunches  of  grapes,  a  hundred 
beccaficos,  and  four  hundred  oyfters  ^  Sometimes  he  ab- 
flained  altogether  from  ^ine,  and  fometimes  drank  to  ex- 
cefs,  even  in  time  of  war.  He  was  far  from  being  chafte, 
but  abhorred  and  punifhed  with  the  utmoft  feverity  all  forts 
of  unnatural  luft.  Notwithftanding  his  many  vices,  he  was 
a  man  of  great  courage  and  fkill  in  military  affairs,  and 
commonly  called  a  Second  Catiline.  The  harangue  he 
made  to  his  troops  in  Britain  againft  monarchy,  gained  him 
the  afieftions  of  the  fenate  fo  highly,  that  no  prince,  fays 
his  hiftorian,  was  ever  fo  much  revered  by  the  fathers. 

Caius  Pefcennius  Niger  Juftus,  as  he  is  ftyled  on  fome  Pefanuius 
medals  ^,'    as   defcended   of   an    equeftrian    family,    and  ^igf^*  fns 
born  at  Aquinum.    He  had  but  a  fmall  eftate,  and  little  l^^J^f^f'*'* 
learning ;  but  neverthelefs^  raifed  himfelf-  from  the  degree  minis,  and 
of  a  centurion  to  the  firft  military  employments  in  the  em-  chara^tr. 
pire.     He  had  a  command  in  Gaul,  where  he  contrafted  a 
great  friendfliip  with  Septimius  Severus,  at  that  time  go- 
vernor of  the  country  round  Lyons,  who  recommended 
him  to  the  emperor  Commodus.     He  was  afterwards  made 
conful  at  the  requeft  of  his  own  troops  *.     Herodian  calls 
him  a  gallant  foldier,  an  excellent  officer,  an  experienced 
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.    g^cral,  am  lUuftrious  confuU  uid  an  iinfbrtimate  emperor  *• 
lie  kept  the  foldiers  to  their  duty,  and  would  not  iuSkr 
them  to  exa£t  any  thing  from  the  people^  aor  allow  tbg 
officers  to  opprefs  the  foldiers^  upon  any  account  wba^ 
ever.    He  caufed  two  tribunes  to  be  ftoned  for  having  dc- 
du£ked  a  very  inconfiderable  fum  from  the  pay  of  the  xnes 
under  their  command,  and  condemned  ten  foldiers  to  be 
beheaded  for  Healing  a  fowl ;  but  the  whole  aroiy  inter* 
ceding  in  their  behalf,  he  fpared  their  lives,  and  only  oUig* 
ed  them  to  pay  to  the  countryman  the  price  of  ten  fowk 
He  would  not  allow  his  foldiers,  while  they  were  in  tbc 
field,  to  drink  wine,  nor  to  ufe  plate,  nor  have  any  gold 
or  filver  about  them  when  they  went  to  battle,  that  the 
enemy  might  not,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  adorn  tbemfeWes 
with  their  fpoilt.  He  fuffered  no  bakers  to  follow  the  army, 
obliging  the  foldiers  to  content  themielves  with  biicuiL 
Some  troops  that  were  in  garrifon  on  the  frontiers  of  Egypt, 
ha'^g  one  day  alked  permifiioa  to  drink  wine,  he  returacd 
them  no  other  anfwer>  than  that  they  w^re  but  at  a  fmaU 
diftance  from  the  Nile.     He  required  nothing  of  the  fol- 
diers but  what  he  pra£);ifed  himfelf.     In  his  garb  and  dxds 
he  little  varied  from  a  common  man^  and  his  diet  was  tbc 
fame  with  that  of  the  meaneil  in  the  army.    He  always  led 
the  march  on  foot,  with  his  head  uncovered,  in  all  feafoos 
and  climates.     He  obliged  even  his  own  domeftics  to  carry 
burdens  on  their  backs,  that  they  might  not  appear  to  walk 
zx.  their  eafe,  while  the  foldiers  were  loaded  with  their  arms 
and  baggage. 
Septimut        Scverus  was  a  perfon  endowed  with  extraordinary  t> 
^/-v/rni,      lenu,  and  in  every  refpcdk  infinitely  fuperior  both  to  Albi- 
raatV       ^^^  *^^  Niger.     He  was  generally  eftcemed,  and  not  uflr 
defervedly,  the  mod  aftive,  vigilant,  laborious,  and  cxueri 
prifing  man  in  the  whole  empire  j  inured  to  labour,  mute- 
fatigable  in  every  duty  of  war,  equal  to  the  greateft  com- 
manders of  ancient  times,  well  ac(|uainted  with  civil  affair% 
ready  in  forefeeing  events,  dextrous  at  concerting  fchenes, 
a  conftant  friend,  a  dangerous  enemy,  and  equally  violent 
in  his  love  and  hatred.     He  was  a  great  diiTembler,  fuU  o( 
deceit,  and  ever  ready  to  facrifice  his  reputation  and  ev«y 
thing  elfe,  to  his  intereft  and  ambition  ^     H«  was  naturaUf 
inclined  to  cruelty  ^nd  avarice,  but  more  to  cruelty  ;  for 
we  find  feme  inflances  of  his  generofity,  but  none  of  his 
humanity :  indeed,  he  is  iaid  never  |o  haye  pardoned  a 
iault,  or  performed  a  good-natured  a£lioa  *.    fie  was  ^ 

tn  Herod,  lib.  iii.  p.  501.  «  Dio,  lib.  Ixxiii.  p.  837.  &  lib* 

Ixjti^.  p.  869.  Herod,  lib.  ii.  p.  50|.  Via.Epit.  Terttttt.  A^  cap-f 
9  Herod,  lib.  iv.  p.  5f  7. 
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enemy  to  all  pomp  and  Oicw,  frugal  in  his  diet,  eotitenting 
bimfelfin  general  with  roots  and  greens,  but  fometimes^ 
though  feldom,  drinking  to  cxcefs.  In  the  field  his  diet 
iv^is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  common  foldiers ;  he  (bared 
All  their  lalours,  and  encouraged  them  more  by  his  exam- 
ple than  by  words,  to  bear  with  patience  the  toils  of  war, 
ixrhich,  notwithftanding  his  feverity,  gained  him  the  affec- 
tions of  the  foldiery.  Severus  was  born  at  Leptis,  a  city  of  Hhtxtme^ 
X«ibya  Tripolitana  \  but  his  anceftors  bad  been  Romat  tiou, 
knights,  and  afterwards  admitted  into  the  fenate  \  for  he 
i^as  nephew,  by  the  father,  to  two  confuls,  M.  Agrippa^ 
and  Septimius  oeverus ;  the  latter  having  twice  borne  that 
dignity.  His  father,  M.  Septimius  Geta,  bad  another 
ion,  named  likewife  Geta,  and  a  daughter  \  but  neither  her 
name,  nor  that  of  her  fon,  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  f. 

Severus  was  born  on  the  iitfa  of  April,  in  the  eighth 
year  of  the  reiga  of  Antoninus  Pius.    He  ftudied  firft  in  idmMmm^ 
Africa,    and  afterwards  at  Rome,  the  Greek  and  Latin 
tongues ;  declaimed  in  public  when  only  eight  years  old  ; 
mppTied  bimfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  and  eloquence ; 
and. excelled,  according  to  Spartian,  Aurelius  Vidor  and 
Xutropius  in  every  branch  of  polite  literature.    Dio,  on  the 
contrary,  relates,  that  he  had  more  inclination  than  ability 
to   learn  the  liberal  arts.     And  Spartian  owns,   that  he 
i^ke  to  the  end  of  his  life  the  Latin  tongue  with  the  Afri- 
can accent  t.  He  was  inftnided  in  the  knowiege  of  the  law, 
together  with  Papinianus,  by  Q.  Servidius  Scacvola,  who 
publifhed  various  books  of  juruprudcnce,   whereof  fome 
fragments  arc  ftill  preferved  in  the  Pande£ls.    He  feems  to 
have  had,  likewife,  fome  knowiege  of  phyfic,  and  is  faid  to   , 
have  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  judicial  aftrology»  ar 
fcience  to  which  the  Africans  were  generally  addicted  ^  In 
his  youth  he  was  accufed  of  adukery»  but  acquitted  by  Di- 
dius  Julianus,  at  that  time  proconful  of  Africa. 

Afterwards  he  came  to  Rome,  where,  after  he  had  plead- 
ed for  fome  time  with  indifferent  fuccefs  at  the  bar,  he  was, 
by  the  intereft  of  his  uncl^  Septimius  Severus,  adinitted  by  andtm* 
the  emperor  M.  Aurelius,  into  the  fenate,  and  appointed  ploymtnts. 
governor  of  the  ifland  of  Sardinia  ;  whence  he  was  fent  to 
command  the  troops  in  Africa,  in  quality  of  lieutenant  to 
the  proconful.  Upon  his  return  from  Africa,  he  was 
created  praetor;  and,  after  his  praetorfhip,  was  preferred 
to  the  command  of  the  fourth  legion,  then  quartered  in 
Syria.     On  his  journey  into  that  province  be  vifited  the 

f  Spart,  Vit.  Sev  p  64.  Dio  in  Excerpt.  Val.  p.  74*.  4  Vit. 
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city  of  Athens,  and  received  fome  affront,  for  which,  when 
emperor,  he  deprived  the  inhabitants  of  many  privileges 
granted  them  by  his  predeceffors.  He  was  afterwards  raifed 
to  the  government  of  Gallia  Lugdunenfis,  or  the  country 
of  Lyons,  where,  by  his  affability  and  obliging  behaviour, 
he  gained  the  affefiions  of  the  people.     From   Gaul  he 
was  removed  to  Pannonia,  which  province  he  ruled  with 
proconfular  authority,  as  he  did  afterwards  that  Of  Sicily. 
Upon  his  return  to  Rome  he  was  accufed  of  having  con- 
fulted  the  aftrologers  about  attaining  the  empire  ;  but  as 
Commodes  began  then  to  be  univerfally  detefted,  he  was 
acquitted,  and  his  accufer  crucified.     He  was  raifed  foon 
after  to  the  confulfhip,  and  then  appointed  commander  of 
all  the  troops  employed  in  Illyricum  to  defend  the  banks  of 
the  Danube '(S). 
Yr.  of  Fl.      To  refume  the  thread  of  our  hiftory.    While  Didios  Ju- 
%%^^*     lianus  was  endeavouring  to  gain  the  afie£lions  of  the  Ro- 
A.  D.  193.  ni3n  people  by  the  mitdnefs  of  his  government,  news  were 
il>C.  94i«  biQught  him,  that  Pefcennius  Niger  had  revolted  in  Syria, 
and  was  acknowleged  emperor  by  all  the  Eaftern  nations,  and 
the  troops  under  his  command.  He  received  the  like  intelli- 

•  Vit.  Sev.  p.  64, 65.    Herod,  lib.  ii.  p.  503. 

(S)  Upon  the  death  of  his  her  hufband,  and  charged  wUK 

fir  ft  wife  Martia>  he  efpoufed  feveral  other  crimes  by  Plautia- 

Julia,    a  native  of  Emefia  in  .  nus,  who  did  all  that  lay  in  his 

byria,  for  no  other  reafon  than  power  to  difgrace  her  with  the 

bccaufe    the     aftrologers    had  emperor;    infomuch    that,    to 

told  her,  that  ftie  was  to  marry  retrieve  her  reputation,  (he  at- 

a  fovereign.     She   is   ftyled  in  tachedherfelftotheftudyofphi- 

feveral    infcriptions,     *'   Julia  lofophy,  and  kept  continually 

Domna   Augufta,    the  mother  about  her  a  great  number  of  fo- 

of  armies,  of  the  fenate,  of  her  phifts,  philofqphers,  mathema- 

country,    &c.  (i)*'       By    her  ticians,  geographers^  and  per- 

Severus  had    Baflianus,    com-  fons  eminent  in   the    vanous 

inonly  known  by  the   name  of  branches    of  learning ;    which 

•        Caracalla,  born  the  4th  of  April,  has  rendered  her  name   famous 

188,  Geta,  born  in  Milan,  the  in   hiftory  (2).      Julia    had  a 

27th   of  May,    189,  and   two  filler  named  Maefa»  married  to 

daughters,    who   were  married  Julius,   who   had   by  her  two 

after  their  father's  acceffion  to  daughters,    Sooemis    and   Ma- 

the  empire.     Julia  diflionoured  mea,    the  former  the  mother 

with  her  lewd nefs  her  hufband  of  the  emperor  Heliogabalus, 

and  family.     She  was  likewife  and  the  latter  of  Alexander, 

accufed  of  cOnfpiring  againft  who  fucceeded  him. 

<i)  Spanh.  lib.  vi.  p.  6a8.  C*)  Philoft.  Vit.  ApolK  Tyan.  lib. 

u  cap.  3,  &  Soph.  56.  p.  617*  ' 
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gence  from  Illyricum,  where  Severus  had  been  faluted  by  Fifennitu 
the  army)  which  he  commanded,  with  the  title  of  Au-  Nigtrdt* 
guftus.    The  armies  in  Gaul  likewife  fwore  allegiance  to  ^^^fm- 
Yiimy  as  foon  as  theyheard  that  he  had  taken  upon  him  the  ^JT^^ 
title  of  emperor.    Their  example  was  followed  by  all  the  SeZlrms 
armies,  provinces,  and  cities  in  Europe,  except  the  city  of  in  lljyri- 
Syzantium  j  fo  that  Severus,  having  fecured  the  provinces  «"«• 
behind  him,  and  left  fome  troops  to  guard  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  began  his  march  to  Rome.    As  he  was  well  ap- 
prifed  that  Albinus,  governor  of  Britain,  was  in  a  condi- 
tion to  oppofe  his  defigns,  he  wrote  a  flattering  letter  to 
liim,  wherein  he  declared  his  intention  of  adopting  him, 
and  gave  him  the  title  of  C^far,  which  Albinus  aflumed  at 
the  head  of  his  army,  with  all  the  enfigris  of  his  new  dig- 
nity, beftowing,    on  that  occafion,  great  encomiums  on 
Severus.     Severus  did  not  even  attempt  to  gain  Niger,  or 
rather  deceive  him,  well  knowing  that  he  would  not  liften 
to  any  propofals  whatever  *. 

Julianus,    in  the  mean  time,  repairing  to  the  fenate,  Se^uerus 
caufed  Severus  to  be  declared  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  ^^^^^edm 
the  fame  fentence  to  be  pronounced  againft  his  foldiers,  on  ^•^'^ 
condition  they  did  not  abandon  "him  within  a  limited  time.  ^'^^ 
Deputies  were  fent  by  the  fenate  to  perfuade  the  foldiers  to 
quit  the  party  of  Severus,  and  join  Julianus.    Among  thefe 
'Was  Vefpronius  Candidus,  a  confular  of  great  authority, 
Valerius  Catulinus,  who  was  preferred  to  the  command  of 
the  troops  which  Severus  had  with  him^  and  Aquilius,  a 
centurion,  the  chief  minifter  of  the  cruelties  of  Commodus^ 
with  orders  to  difpatch  Severus  as  foon  as  he  (hould  be  de- 
ferted  by  his  troops.    But  the  deputies,  inftead  of  exhorting 
the  army  to  abandon  Severus,  joined  him,  and  encouraged 
the  foldiers  to  purfue  their  march,  and  revenge  the  death 
of  Pertinax.     In  confequence  of  this  defeftion  Julianus^ 
having  firft  paid  the  praetorian  guards  the  largefs  he  had 
promifed  that  body,  ordered  them  to  their  arms,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fent  for  the  marines  on  board  the  fleet  at  Mife- 
num,  who  together  formed  a  confiderable  army.  But  as  they 
had  been  long   accuftomed  to  idlcnefs,  they  fcarce  knew 
how  to  ufe  their  arms,  and  (hewed  great  backwardnefs  to  In  hii     ' 
make  head  againft  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  with  ^^^^^, 
long  marches.    Thofe  forces  were  received  evcry-where  '^**'«f<* 
with  loud  acclamations,  and  fupplied  with  plenty  of  provi-  ^^hgrsr^* 
(ions,  upon  their  proclaiming  that  they  were  going  to  re-  ainnd 
venge  the  death  of  Pertinax,  a  prince  who  had  been  uni-  wiM  i$ud 
vcrfally  beloved.    Julianus,  finding  he  could  not  depend  ^^^^"^^ 

t  Dio,  lib.  Ixxiii.  p.  837.    Herod,  lib*  ii* p.  513. 
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upon  his  troops,  caufed  the  palace  to  be  fortUied^  as  if  he 
could  have  maintained  himfelf  there  after  lofing  all  the  reft. 
At  the  fame  time  he  ordered  Marcia  and  Lxtu5,  the  chief 
authors  of  the  death  of  Commodusi  to  be  murdered,  not 
doubting  that  they  favoured  Severus.  He  diipatched  a  great 
number  of  aflaflins  to  kill  Severus,  with  promifes  of  im- 
mcsife  rewards  if  they  fucceeded  in  the  attempt ;  and  caufed 
an  incredible  number  of  children  to  be  inhumainlv  butcher- 
ed, in  order  to  make  ufe  of  their  blood  in  the  abominaUe 
myfteries  of  magic  '. 

While  Julianus  was  thus  idly  and  infamoufly  employed, 
Severus,  arriving  at  Ravenna,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that 
city,  and  the  fleet  riding  there  i  an  event  which  fo  terrified 
Julianus,  that,  diftrufting  his  troops,  he  ordered  the  fenate 
to  aflemble  on  the  29th  of  May,  when  one  of  his  minifters 
befought  them  in  his  name  to  fend  out  the  Veftals  to  itieet 
the  enemy,  and  intreat  them  to  retire.     This  propolal  be- 
ing reje£ted  as  no  le{s  ridiculous  than  inefied:ual,  J ulianus, 
as  fome  authors  write*  was  fo  provoked,  that  he  aOembled 
his  troops,  with  a  defign  to  put  all  the  fenators  to  the  fword, 
^uUamn      if  they  did  not  comply  with  his  requeft.     But  he  foon 
€amfes  Se-    changed  his  purpofe,  and  went  to  the  fenate  in  perfon,  with 
He^diclarid  ^  pToipohl  ot  a  quite  different  nature,  which  was,  that  they 
kis  partner  would  pafs  a  decree,  declaring  Severus  his  partner  in  the 
imtkeem-    empire.     The  decree  paffed  without  oppofition,  and  was 
^pvre*       immediately  fent  to  Severus,  who  not  only  rejected  the 
offered  afibciation,  but,  at  the  infligation  ot  Julius  Lsetus, 
ordered  TuUi  us  Grifpinusy  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards, 
who  had  brought  the  decree,  to  be  cut  in  pieces,  a  report 
being  fpread,  that  Crifpinus  had  private  orders  to  difpatch 
Severus.    Julianus  being  thus  rejefted,  and  the  fenate  de- 
clining to  affift  him  with  their  advice,  he  ordered  the  gladia- 
tors at  Capua  to  take  afms,  under  the  command  of  Lollianas 
TTitianus,  and  wrote  an  obliging  letter  to  Pompeianua,  the 
fon-in-law  of  M.  Aurelius,  who  then  led  a  retired  life  at 
Terracina,  offering  to  take  him,  as  he  was  an  excellent  com- 
mander, for  his  partner  in  the  empire.     But  Pompeianus 
wifely  declined  the  offer,  pleading  his   old  age,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  his  fight;  which*  however,  would  have  ferved 
him  well  enough,  fays  Dio  Caffius,  had  he  feen  any  effec- 
tual means  of  relieving  his  diftreffed  country  ^, 

In  the  mean  time  the  troops  fent  by  Julianus  into  Um- 
bria,  to  guard  the  paffes  of  the  Apenninc  mountains,  de- 
clared for  Severus ;  and  the  praetorian  guards  themfelvesi 
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afeandonmg  tie  emperor  whom  they  hadchofon,  agreed 
not  to  oppofe  Severug,  upon  his  promifing  them  impunity, 
provided  they  deKvercd  up  to  bim  thofe  wno  had  murdered 
IFcrtinax*.    'julianus  fecmg  himfelf  thus  deferted  by  his 
troops,  fcut  himfejf  up  in  tlic  palace  with  Genialis,  one  of 
the  captains  of  th^  guards,  and  Repentinus  his  fon-iu-law. 
The  guards,  in  the  mean  time»  having  feized  £uch  gf  their 
comrades  as  had  been  concerned  in  the  death  of  Pertinax, 
acquainted  Meffala  with  the  tranfaftioh,  whg  had  been  fub» 
ftituted  either  to  Faico  or  Erucius^  the  ordinalry  confuls  of 
this  year  193.    MeffaU  immediately  aflembled  the  fenatCi  Siwrus 
•when  a  decree  pafled  depriving  Julianus  of  the  empire,  ^^^^^^^ 
fentencing  him  to  death,  declaring  Severus  emperor,  and  2lS%iiI/Ii^- 
appointing  divine  honours  to  Pertinax.     This  decree  was  tuud^» 
carried  tp  Severus  by  fonie  of  the  chief  men  in  the  fenate,  graded fy 
^who  intreated  him,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  to  haften  his  tkejinati^ 
march  to  Rome.     At  the  fame  time  the  fathers  fent  a  band  ^o/Ar'  '* 
of  foldiers  to  the  palace,  with  orders  to  put  Julianus  to 
death  ;  whom  they  found  drowned  in  tears,  and  ready  to 
refign  the  empire  upon  condition  that  they  fpared  his  life. 
Some  author3  write,  that,  at  the  fight  of  the  armed  band, 
he  only  faid;   "  What  crime  have  I  committed  ?  whofe 
Hfc  have  I  tafcen  away  ^  V*  Others  tell  us,  that  he  implored 
the  mercy  of  Gacfar,  giving  that  title  to  Severus.    Be  that 
as  it  may,  his  head  was  ftruck  off  by  a  common  foldier, 
and  his  bodyi  according  to  Aurelius  Viftor,  expofed  to 
public  view.  *  Such  was  the  end  of  Didius  Julianus,  after 
lie  had  lived  fixty  years,  four  months,  and  as  many  days^ 
and  reigned  two  months  and  fix  days.     Severus,  upon  his       - 
9rriva!  at  Rome,  delivered  his  body  to  his  wife  and  daughter, 
by  whom  it  was^  buried  in  the  tomb  of  his  anceftors  on  the 
Via  Lavicana,  about  five  miles  from  Rome  *. 

Severus  received  the  news  of  his  competitor's  death, 
when  he  was  fome  days  journey  from  Rome.    However, 
he  p^rf^ed  his  marcb  with  his  troops  in  order  of  battle, 
and  encamped  every  pight,  as  if  he  had  been  in  an  enemy's 
country  5  precautions  which  filled  the  city  with  terror  and 
diftraftion.  The  fenate  deputed  a  hundred  perfons  of  great  A  hundred 
diftinftion,  out  of  their  body,  to  congratulate  him  upon  fi''^^^' 
the  death  of  his  rival,  and  his  acceffion  to  the  empire.    Se-  Sevn-us. 
verus  received  them  in  his  armour,  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
and  caufed  them  to  be  fearched,  as  if  he  fufpefted  their  fi- 
delity;* but  afterwards  entertained  them  in  a  very  familiar 
and  friendly  manner,  prefented  them  with  feven  hundred 

*  ^erdd.  p.  510.  .  r  Dio,  p.  838*  z  Dio,  p.  868.  ViU 
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pieces  of  goId»  and  gave  them  liberty  either  to  depart  Im* 
mediately)  or  ftay»  and  return  with  him  to  Rome.  He  ap- 
pointed Fiavius  Juvenalis  captain  of  the  guards,  with  Vc- 
tunus  MacrinuSy  whom  he  had  named  before  to  that  em- 

floyment.  At  the  fame  time  he  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
lautianus,  enjoining  him  to  feize  the  children  of  Pefcen- 
nius  Niger,  and  of  all  the  officers  who  ferved  under  that 
generaL  He  had  the  good  fortune  to  intercept  feveral  let- 
ters and  edi£ls  fent  by  Niger  to  the  fenate  and  people  of 
Rome,  which  he  would  not  fuflfer  to  be  read  ».  When  he 
approached  the  city,  he  caufed  all  thofe  who  were  con- 
cerned in  the  death  of  Pertinax  to  be  executed ;  and  fent 
orders  to  the  other  foldiers  of  the  guards  to  meet  him  with- 
out their  arms,  and  in  the  attire  which  they  wore  when 
they  attended  the  emperor  in  the  great  folemnities.  His 
orders  were  obeyed*  the  guards  imagining  that  they  were 
to  wait  in  that  drcfs  the  cmperor^s  entry.  When  they  ar- 
rived in  the  camp,  Severus  commanded  them  to  remain  in 
a  body,  till  he  was  at  leifure  to  receive  and  harangue  them  \ 
and,  m  the  mean  time,  gave  private  orders  to  his  own 
troops  to  furround  them  at  a  diftance,  and  enclofe  them  on 
all  fides,  while  they  were  intent  upon  hearing  his  harangue. 
He  then  afcended  the  tribunal;  and,  expreffing  great 
anger  and  refentment  in  his  countenance,  reproached  diem 
in  moil  bitter  terms  for  murdering  their  prince,  and  fuch  a 
prince  as  Pertinax  \  for  felling  by  auflion,  to  the  eternal 
Ignominy  of  the  Roman  name,  the  empire ;  and  even  for 
abandoning,  like  fo  many  cowards  and  traitors,  Julianus, 
whom  they  had  themfelves  ele£ted.  He  told  them,  that  he 
could  inflift  no  puni(hment  upon  them  anfwerable  to  the 
enormity  of  their  crimes ;  that,  neverthelef^,  he  granted 
Hi  a?/.  them  their  lives ;  but  commanded  them  infemtly  to  quit 
bMds  all  their  horfes,  and  all  their  military  badges,  and  retire  vdth- 
J«rw»**  out  delay  a  hundred  miles  from  Rome,  folemnly  declaring, 
gmards.  ^hat  whoever  among  them  fliould  be  found  within  that 
diftance  of  the  city,  fliould  be  publicly  executed.  They 
were  thunderftruck  with ^this order;  but  forced  to  comply 
with  it,  being  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  the  armed  troops 
of  Severus,  who  obliged  them  to  quit  their  horfes,  and 
ftripped  them  even  of  their  tunics.  Thus  ftripped  and  de- 
graded, they  retired  with  that  fliame  and  coxifufion  which 
were  juftly  due  to  the  heinoufnefs  of  their  ofiences  *>. 
His  ntfy  Severus  entered  Rome,  attended  by  all  his  troops  under 
tMto  Rom-   arms,  and  with  the  ftandards  of  the  praetorian  guards  rc- 

•  Vit.  Sever,  p.  6S^  &  Nigr.  p.  75,    HerodiaUt  lib.  iii.  p.  s^* 
>  H^odian.  p.  510.    Dio,  p.  839, 
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verfed.  He  advanced  to  the  gate  on  horfeback,  and  In  his 
military  habit ;  but  there  took  his  gown,  and  made  his  en- 
try on  foot,  accompanied  by  the  fenators  in  their  robes, 
with  crowns  of  laurel  on  their  heads ;  which  the  people 
likewife  wore,  who,  on  this  occafion,  were  all  clad  in 
white.  The  ftreets  through  which  he  pafled  were  ftrewed 
with  flowers,  the  houfes  adorned,  and  covered  with  rich 
tapeftry,  and  the  whole  city  perfumed  with  fweet  odours. 
Severus,  having  vifited  the  Capitol,  and  the  ufual  temples, 
retired  to  the  palace ;  but  the  foldiers,  taking  up  their 
quarters  in  the  temples,  porticos,  and  other  public  build-  • 

ings,  fpread  themfelves  all  over  the  city,  and  conimitted 
great  diforders,  threatening  to  plunder  the  citizens  houfes, 
if  they  were  not  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions.    This 
violence  alarmed  the  people,  and  infpired  them  with  a  great 
averfion  to  the  new  emperor  ^     Ne^t  morning  Severus  ThefQldmi 
y^rcnt  to  the  fenate,  attended  by  all  his  troops  under  arms  \  mutvy% 
but  he  had  fcarce  begun  to  fpeak,  when  he  was  Interrupted 
by  dreadful  cries  of  the  foldiers  without,  demanding  an 
immenfe  fum  of  the  fenate,  which  had  been  formerly  given 
to  the  troops  that  had  attended  Auguflus  to  Rome,  and 
vras  confequently,  faid  they,  due  to  them  alfo.     The  fe- 
nate, altogether  unapprifed  of  the  caufe  of  that  uproar,  was 
ftruck  with  horror  and  difmay.     The  emperor  himfelf  be- 
trayed fome  apprehenfion  :  however,  darting  up,  he  went 
out  to  them  ;  but  could  not  appeafe  the  mutinous  multi- 
tude, without  promifing  part  of  what  they  demanded,  that 
is,  two  hundred  and  fifty  drachmas  a  man,  inftead  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred.     Then,  returning  to  the  fenate,  he  Tkiimpi- 
cxcufed  himfelf  for  having  aflumed  the  title  of  emperor  ror*sfpeick 
without  their  confent,  pretending,  that  he  had  done  it  purely  '•'*'>*•. 
to  revenge  the  death  of  Pertinax,  and  deliver  them  from  *  ^ 
the  tyranny  of  Julianus.    He  promifed  to  govern  with  great 
moderation,  and  tread  In  the  footfteps  of  M.  Aurellus  and 
Pertinax,  adding  a  folemn  oath,  by  which  he  bound  him- 
felf to   the  obfervance  of  all  the  laws;  and  particularly 
fwore,  that  no  fenator  fliould,  for  any  crime  whatever,  be 
put  to  death  in  his  reign,  who  had  not  been  firft  tried  and 
condemned  by  the  fenate :  he  alfo  obliged  the  fenate  to  pafs 
a  decree,  declaring  fuch  emperors  as  afted  otherwife,  thofe 
who  obeyed  them  therein,  and  their  children,  public  ene- 
mies.    This  conduct  gave  great  fatisfa£lion  to  the  genera- 
lity of  the  fenators ;  but  men  of  difcernment,  and  fuch  as 
were  better  acquainted  with  his  dark  and  referved  temper, 
with  his  falibood  and  diflimulation,  gave  no  credit  to  his 

c  Herodian.  p.  839.. 
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fair  promifes ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  conGdered  faim  as  % 
fecond  Tiberius  '• 

Howerer,  they  unanimouily  conferred  upon  him  all  the 
titles  peculiar  to  the  imperial  dignity*  Yeftedhim  with  the 
tribunitial  and  proeonfular  powers,  and  created  him  high 

Sontiff.  Severus  acquainted  the  fenate  with  his  having  bc- 
owed  on  Aibinus  the  title  of  C^ar.  He  begged  tbej 
would  confirm  it  to  him,  caufed  feverai  medals  to  be  ftrock 
with  his  name,  and  ftatues  to  be  eredied  in  honour  of  that 
afTociate.   He  diftributed  large  fums  among  the  foldicry  and 

Ecople,  which  are  confirmed  by  feverai  medals  of  this  year^j 
ut  what  chiefly  gained  him  tne  hearts  of  the  people,  was 
his  confecrating,  and  inrolling  with  extraordinary,  pomp 
and  folcmnity,  the  emperor  Pertinax  in  the  number  of  the 
gods.  This  apotheofis,  perhaps  the  moft  magnificent  that 
had  ever  been  feen  in  Rome,  is  defcribed  at  large  by  Dio 
Caflius^  Before  Severus  left  Rome,  to  march  againft  Ni« 
gcr,  he  caufed  the  fenate  to  profcribe  all  the  friends  and 
adherents  of  Julianus ;  executed  without  mercy  fuch  of 
them  as  were  difcovered  and  feized ;  and  even  attempted, 
from  hatred  to  that  prince,  to  abolifii  the  decrees  of  the 
celebrated  civilian  Salvius  Julianus,  his  great-grandfather. 
In  the  next  place,  he  chofe  new  guards  in  the  room  of 
thofe  whom  he  had  cafhiered,  andconfiderably  increafed  the 
number;  a  meafure  which  filled  Rome  with'foldiers,  and 
proved  very  chargeable  to  the  ftate ;  for  their  pay  much  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  other  troops.  Befides,  the  natives  only  of 
certain  countries,  namely,  of  Spain,  Macedon,  Noricum, 
and,  above  all,  of  Italy,  nad  been  hitherto  admitted  to  ferve 
in  the  gqards ;  but  Severus,  without  any  regard  to  their  coun- 
tries, chofe  the  moft  refolute  and  brave  men  in  his  armf ; 
and  appointed,  that,  for  the  future,  they  fbould  be  always 
fcledcd  from  among  the  other  troops,  by  which  means  the 
guards,  who  lately  had  ferved  only  for  (hew,  became  the 
newer  of  the  Roman  forces ;  and  the  hopes  of  a  lefs  toil- 
fome,  and  more  honourable  and  advantageous  warfare  en- 
couraged the  reft  to  difcharge  their  duty  with  more 
punduality  and  exa&nefs ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Italian  youth,  having  no  longer  that  refource,  turned  either 
robbers  or  gladiators :  hence  this  regulation  was  not  pleat 
Ing,  either  to  the  Romans,  or  to  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Italy  «. 


*  Vit.  Set cr.  p 
•  Birag.  p.  %66. 
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iTie  emperor,  having  fettled  afFairs  in  Rome,  an  j  fup-  Severus 
plied  the  city  with  great  plenty  of  corn,  proceeded  in  the  fits  out 
beginning  of  July  on  hi?  inarch  into  the  Eaft  againft  Niger,  ^f^^^^ 
•w^hom  he  had  never  once  mentioned  during  his  ftay  at  Rome;   » ^^^^* 
His  troops  mutinied  the  firft  day  at  Saxa  Rubra,  about  nine 
miles  from  Rome ;  but  the  mutiny  was  foori  quelled.     He 
purfued   bis   march  with  all  poffible  expeditidn,   having 
clifpatched  an  exprefs  to  the  commander  of  the  troops  in 
Illyricum,  enjoining  him  to  haften  into  Thrace,  and  wait 
for  him  there.     He  ordered  Heraclius  to  attempt  the  reco- 
very of  Bithynia,  which  province  had  declared  for  Niger} 
sind  wrote  to  Albinus  in  Britain,  to  hold  himfelf  ready  to 
march  upon  the  firft  notice  **•  * 

In  the  mean  time  Niger,  hearing  that  Severus  had  been  ifigerprim 
SLcknowIeged  emperor  by  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  pansjor 
and  was  already  advancing  by  forced  marches  againft  him,  war; 
wrote  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces,  inftruciing  theni 
to  guard  the  narrow  paffes,  cfpecially  that  of  mount  Taurus 
between  Cappadocia  and  Cilicia.     He'raifed  new  forces  iii 
^ntioch,  and  all  the  other  cities  of  Syria ;  and  fent  depu- 
ties to  demand  fuccours  of  the  neighbouring  princes.     H^ 
movent  in  perfon  to  view  the  fortifications  of  Byzantium,  id 
Vrhich  city  he  placed  a  numerous  |[arrifon,  looking  upoii 
it  as  a  place  of  the  utmoft  importance.    From  Byzantiuni 
lie  advanced   to  Perinthus,    called   afterwards   Heraclea, 
H^rhere  in  a  fkirmiih  between  his  troops  and  thofe  of  Seve- 
rus, whofe  party  the  city  of  Perinthus  had  embraced,  a 
<!onfiderable  number  of  the  latter  were  flain,  and,  among 
them,  feveral  perfons  of  great  diftin£tion.    Oh  this  occa-  HtU  de^ 
lioii  the  fenate,    to  gain  the  favour  of  Scvei"us,  declared  eland d 
'Niger  a  public  enemy,  and  the  fame  fentence  was  denounc-  P^j^^^^  *^/- 
«d  againft  j£miliatius,  then  proconful  of  Afia,  a  perfon  of  ^* 
extraordinary  talents,  long  experience,  arid  generally  efteem* 
ed  the  greateft  ftatefman  of  his  age  *.  • 

In  the  following  year  Severus  and  Albitiu^  were  both 
confuls  the  fecond  time,  and  Niger  in  all  likelihood  took 
nipoh  him  the  fame  dignity;  for,  on  foftie  medals,  he  is 
ftyl^d  conful  *^.  We  know  nothing  of  what  paflcd  in  th^  , 
^ar  between  Niger  and  Severus,  till  the  arrival  of  the  latter 
before  the  city  of  Byzantium,  which  he  iiiVefted^  but, 
meeting  with  a  vigorous  refiftance  froni  the  liumerdbi  gar- 
rifon,  he  left  fome  of  his  troops  before  the  place,  and-  or- 
ideted  the  reft  to  crofs  the  fea,  and  march  towards  Cyzicus, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  city  they  were  bppofed  bf 

l>  Vit.  Sever,  p.  67.  i  Herod,  lib.  ii.  p- ji«,  51^.    Nigr.  Vit. 

1^.  ^5.    Die,  in  Excet-pt*    Val.  p.  ^34.  ^  Birag.  p«  164. 

Vol.  XIIL  C  c  -ffixnw 


3^6  The  RomM  Hijiary. 

Yr.  of  FU  .£mUiaau8,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army.     A  battle  en- 
'S4>-      fuedf  in  which  much  blood  was  {hed  on  both  Cdes  $  but 
A.  D.  194.  ^milianus  was  in  the  end  defeated,  apd  obliged  to  take 
'  ^^*'  Ihelter  firil  in  Cyzicus,  and  afterwards  in  another  eity  not 
JEmilia'      named  in  hiftory,  where  he  was  taken,  and  put  to  death, 
Mus,  Hi'      by  the  generals  of  Severus  *,  for  the  emperor  himfelf  was 
ger^sgiMi"    not  prefent  at  the  battle  of  Cyaicus*. 
Umted'tmd  '  Another  battle  was  fought  between Nicsea  and  Ciua,  two 
J^l^^  *  ^     cities  of  Bithynia,  which  proved  much  more  bloody  than  the 
former,  Niger  commanding  his  own  troops  in  perfon,  and 
Candidus,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  heading  thofe  of 
Severus.    Both  armies  fought  with  a  fury  hardly  to  be 
equalled,   as  appears  from  Dio  Caffius's  account  of  the 
Nifer  him-  engagement  $   but  Niger,  in  fpite  of  his  utmofl  efforts, 
jiifdver-     ^asat  laft  obliged  to  fave  himfelf  by  flight  beyond  the 
t/ifoivM.       ftrcig\its  of  mount  Taurus ;  which  he  caufed  to  be  fortified 
and  ftrongly  guarded.    After  this  vi£]tory,  Severus  ofl^red 
to  let  Niger  live  in  fafety,  provided  be  would  lay  down  bis 
arms,  and  disband  his  troops ;  terms  which  Niger  feemed 
inclined  to  accept,  but  was  diverted  from  it  by  Aurelianus, 
whofe  daughters  were  betrothed  to  his  fond.    He  therefore 
retired  to  Antiocb,  in  order  to  raife  troops  and  money*  la 
the  mean  time  the  cities  of  Laodicea  and  Tyre  declaring  , 
for  Severas,  Niger  detached  againft  them  a  body  of  Moors, 
who  pillaged  the  cities,  pot  moft.  of  the  inhabitants  to  the 
fword,  and  fet  fire,  to  their  houfes,  which  were  in  great 
part  coofumed.    In  the  mean  time  Severus's  army,  ad- 
vancing to  the  foot  of  mount  Taurus,  was  ftopped  and 
quite  disheartened,  at  the  fight  of  the  ftrong  works  and 
the  great  number  of  troops  that  defended  them  }  infomuck 
that,  defpairing  of  being  able  to  open  tbemfelves  a  paflage^ 
they  had  fome  thoughts  of  returning :  but  an  incredible 
quantity  of  rain,  aziixed  with  fnow,  falling  in  the  night, 
the  fortifications  were  entirely  demotifted  next  day  by  as 
impet4;ieu£  t^rr«tlt  frofn  the  mountain.    Niger's  men  being 
now  pexfuaded  that  the  gods  favoured  the  enemy,  fled 
with  precipitation,  ax>d  left  Severus^s  troops  to  enter  G2»- 
cisb  without  farther  oppofidoa.     Niger  had  already  raifed 
another  army,  confifting  chiefly  of  the  Antibchian  youth, 
who  were  very  zealous  smd  fengutne  in  his  cjiufe,  but  utter 
ftrangers  to  military  difcipline..  However^  he  placed  then 
ib  advantageouflyi  that,  when  they  weie  Jittacked  by  the 
regular  and^welUdifciplined  tK>dpe  of  Sevene,  under  die 
command  of  Valerianus  and  Asmlinusi  they  not  ofUy  repulf- 
ed  them,  but  would  have  gained  a  complete  victory,  had  it 

>  Vit>  9ev.  p.  6t. 
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tiot  been  fnatcbed  oat  of  their  hands  by  i  dreadful' ftorm  of 
thunder  and  lightning;  M'hicb»  difcb^rging  itfdf  in  tb^ir 
i'dceSf  prevented  them  frofh  purfuing  the  advantage  the)" 
iiad  gained,  and  diflieartQn^d  them  to  fuch  A  degroe,  that,  . 
no  longer  doubting  that  the  god^  were  avcrfa  to  their  caufi^ 
they  began  to  defpairof  fuccefs,  and  retire. 

Mean  while,  ^evarus's  troops,  refutning  their  cowrage^  AtMrj 
renewed  the  charge^  and  gained  a  complete  ridiory.    Thk  battU.in 
battle,  by  far  the  moft  Moody  of  the  three,  wai  fought  on  *^*f*  ^ 
the  very  fpot  where  Alexander  the  Great  firft  vauquiflied  ^^y'  "J" 
Darius ;  that  is,  near  the  city  of  Iffus,  at  a  place  calkd  Z^^'' 
Pylx  Ciiiciie,  or  the  Gates  q{  Cilicia,  a  narrow  plain  on  the 
confines  of  Syria  and  Cilicin,  inclofed  on  ono  fide,  by  the 
fea,  and  on  the  other  by  deep  mountains,  on  which  Niger's 
forces  were  pofted.     Niger  is  faid  to  have  loft  in  this  battle 
twenty  thoufand  men.     Of  th^  lofs  on  the  fide  of  SevenM, 
no  mention  is  made  in  hiftojry*     Niger^  after  this  dofeift, 
retired  to  Antioch  ;  but,  not  thinking  himfelf  lafe  in  this 
city,  continued  his  flight  towtrds  the  Eaphrates,  with  a 
defign,  as  was  fuppofedi  of  taking  flieltsr  among  the  Pam 
thians;  but  thofe  who  purfued  him,  overtaking  him  at  n 
fmall  diftance  from  Antioch»  eut  oflF  his  head,  and  carried  i^gir  is 
it  on  the  point  of  a  fpear  to  Severus,  who  canfed  it  to  be  /iain. 
firft  (hewn  to  the  inhabitants  of  Byzantium>  and  then  font 
to  Rome™. 

Severus  was  not  prefent  at  any  of  thefe  battled ;  bnt, 
wherever  he  was  (for,  as  to  that  particular,  we  arc  left  by 
hiftorians  quite  in  the  dark),  he  foon  made  all  thofe  who 
had  joined  his  competitor  feel  the  QSk£k$  of  his  refentment* 
He  put  fuch  of  the  fenators  to  death  as  had  ferved  under  sevims 
Niger  in  quality  of  generals  or  tribunes.     He  fpared  the  punijbes 
lives  of  the  other  fenators,  but  banifhed  them  to  the  iflands,  'uiithout 
ftrtd  feized  their  cftatcs.     He  caufed  an  infinite  number  of  f^'rpfufk 
other  perfons  of  an  inferior  rank  to  be  publicly  executed,  ^^j;^^,-^^ 
without  confiderlng  whether  they  had  engaged  in  the  war  ifig„, 
by  choice  or  conftraint..    Many  Mrho  hud  never  feen  Nig^r 
were  involved  in  this  general  mafiacre  of  his  friends  ami 
partifans  (T).    He  puniibed  with  exemplary  feverity  fiidi 

dti^s 
m  Herod,  lifb,  Si{.  ^.  519,  ^lo.    Did  Ub.'UxiVi  p.  94$,  S  ji. 

(T)  Herodi^B  writes,  th^Se*  etnbraced;  and,  after  gaifiittg 

vcr^s  perfuaded  Ni|;er'»  gene-  tiie  y'ldtarf .  by  tbeir  ereacherjry 

rals,  by  means  of  Uieir  childrep,  murdered  both  them  and  th<^r 

whom  he  had  with  him,  to  be-  chiidrea  { i  )*    He  firft  banifli#d 

tray  the  caufe  which  they  had  the  wife  and  children  of  Niger, 

(i)  Herod,  lib.  Ili.  p.  $$%*  . 
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cities  as  had  affifted  Niger,  cfpecially  Antiocb,  n^hich  he 
deprived  of  the  privileges  and  title  of  a  city,  fubjefting  it 
as  a  mere  village  to  Laodicea.     However,  next  year,  at  the 
intreaties  of  his  eldeft  fon,  then  an  infant,  be  reinftated 
Antiocb  in  its  former  rights  and  privileges".     He  obliged 
fuch  towns  as  had  affifted  Niger  with  money,  though  not 
by  choice  but  conftraint,  to  pay  four  times  as  much  to 
him  ;  an  exa£lion  which  drew  upon  him  the  public  hatreds 
The  next  confuls  were  Scapula  Tertullus  and  Tineius 
Clemens ;    during   whofe  adminiftration  Severus,  paffing 
the  Euphrates,  reduced  the   inhabitants  of  Ofrhocne  and 
Adiabene  ;  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  late  difturbances, 
had  murdered  the  Roman  foldiers  left  among  them,  and 
(haken  off  the  yoke?.     He  likewife  entered  Arabia ;  for 
the  Arabians  alfo  had  either  revolted,  or  joined  Niger,  but 
were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  Severus.     He  likewife  made  war 
upon  the  Parthians }  but  did  not  bring  them  under  fab- 
jeftion,  as  Spartian  pretends  ^.     For  thefe  wars  the  fenate 
decreed  him  the  titles  of  Arabicui»,  Parthicus,  and  Adia- 
benicus,  which,  with  that  of  imperator  the  fifth  time,  arc 
given  him  in  the  infcriptions  of  this  year  195,  the  third  of 
his  reign.     He  refufed  the  triumph  which  was  alfo  decreed 
him,  that  he  might  not  appear  to  have  triumphed  for  vic- 
tories gained  in  a  civil  war.     The  title  of  Parthicus  he  like- 

n  Hero<1iaii.  lib.  iii,  p.  5ft3.  Vit.  Carstcal.  p.  85. ,  <>  Die  in  Ex- 
cerpt. Val.  p.  737.  H  Dio,  lib.  Ixxv.  p.  84S.  1  Spart.  in  Vit. 
Sever,  p.  67. 


and  afterwards  caufed  them,  and 
all  his  family,  to  be  murdered, 
and  their  eiiates  to  be  confif- 
cated.    Sjpartian  names  Qx  il- 
luftrious  perfons  of  the  Pefcen- 
niati  family,  who  were  put  to 
death  by  his  orders  (2).    How- 
ever, he  would  not  fufFera  pom- 
pous infcription  on  the  bafis  of 
a  ftatue  of  Niger  at  Rome  to  be 
erafed,  faying,  '*  Let  the  world 
know  what  an  enemy  I  have 
conquered  ( 3 ) . "    The  houfe  of 
Niger  was  ftil(  (landing  in  Dio- 
•  eleSan's  time,  as  Spartian  in« 
\  forms  us ;  and,  in  one  of  the 
rooms^  his  ftatue  done  to  the 
life  in  .the    black   marble  of 


Thebes,  with  an  epigram  on 
the  bai^s  tothispurpofe :  ^'  Here 
flands  the  great  N^er,  the  ter- 
ror of  Egypt,  the  ally  of 
Thebes,  who  had  propofed  a 
golden  age  to  all.  Kings,  na- 
tions, Komeitfelf,  loved  him. 
He  was  dear  to  both  the  An- 
toninufcs,  and  to  the  whole  em- 
pire. As  his  name  was  Niger 
(that  is  ^hck)^  we  have  caufed 
a  ftatue  to  be  erected  to  him  in 
black  marble,  thai  it  might  an- 
fwer  his  name."  This  ftatue 
was,  as  Spartian  informs  us,  a 
prefent  from  the  king  of  Thebes 
to  Statkis  Podhumius  (4).^ 


(»)  Scv.  Vit.  p.  69. 
p.  76— 79»    Herod,  lib«  iil  p'.  511 


(3)  Nig.  Vit  p.  79. 
Scv.  Vit.  p. 


69. 


(4}  Idem  Ibid, 
wife 
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^:ffe  rejeSed,  left  his  affuming  it  (hould  provoke  the  Par- 
thiana.  The  Scythians  defigned  to  make  war  upon  him, 
aqd  had  already  began  their  march  ;  but  were  deterred 
from  putting  their  defigns  in  execution  by  a  dreadful  ftorm, 
in  which  three  of  their  chiefs  were  ftruck  dead  with 
lightning  ^• 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  when  Cn.  Do-  TAe  eitj  of 
mitius  Dexter,  governor  of  Rome,   was  conful  the  fecond  Bjzantiud 
time,  with  L.  Valerius  Meflala  Thrafea  Prifcus,  the  city  of  ^^^'** 
Byzantium   furrendered,    after  a     three   years  ficge(U),         ]      J 
This  city  Niger  had  feized  at  the  firft  breaking  out  of  the 
war. '    He  placed  a  numerous  garrifon  in  it,  and  fupplied 
the  inhabitants  with  great  ftore  of  warlike  machines,  moft 
of  then;  invented  and  conftruded  by  Perifcus,  a  native  of 
Nicsea,  the  greateft  engineer  of  his  age.     Severus  befieged 
this  place  when  he  firft  arrived  in  Thrace^  left  a  confider- 
gble  body  of  tFoops  to  carry  it  on,  and,  after  the  defeat 
and  deatn  of  Niger,  profecuted  it  with  the  greateft  part  of 
his  army  by  land,  and  by  fea  with  ail  the  fhips  he  could 
affemble  from  the  different  ports  of  Afia.    The  Byzantines    , 
defended  themfelves,  before  the  death  of  Niger,  and  even 
after  his  head  had  been  exhibited  to  them,  with  fuch  refo- 
lution  aad  intrepidity,  as  can  hardly  be  expreifed.     They 
baffled  all  the  attempts  of  the  afTailants,  killed  great  num* 
hers  of  them,  cruihed  fuch  as  approached  tbe  walls  with 
huge  flx3nes,  and,  when  the  ftoncs  began  to  fail  them,  with 
the  ftatues  of  their  gods  and  heroes ;  but,  at  laft,  they  were 
conftrained  by  famine,  after  having  been  reduced  to  the 
fatal  neceility  of  devouring  one  another,  to  fubmit,  and 
open  their  gates  to  the  conqueror,  who  put  all  the  ma« 
giftrates  and  foldiers  to  the  fword,  but  fpared  the  engineer 
rerifcus.     The  city,  with  its  ftately  theatres,  baths,  and  Mddt' 
public  buildings,  was  laid  in  afhes ;  the  inhabitants  were  A9^<<^  i 
ftripped  of  all  their  effefts,  and  publicly  fold  for  flaves,and 
the  walls  levelled  with  the  ground;  thofe* walls,  fays  Diq 
C^ffius,  which  were  the  ftrongeft  rampart  of  the  Koman 
empire  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Barbarians'.     After 

'  Dio*  lib.  Ixxiv.  p.  849.  f  ijerod.  lib.  lii.  p.  $%2* 

(U)  It  was  at  this  time  by  great  number  of  towen,  fevcn 

far  the  greateft  and  the  moft  of  which  were  built  with  fuch 

populous  and  wealthy  city  of  art,  that  the  leaft  noife  heard  in 

Thrace,  fortified  with  walls  of  one  of  them  was  immediately 

aii    extraordinary    height   and  conveyed  to  all  the  reft  (5). 
trcadth,     and  defended   by  a 

(5]  Dio>  lib.  Ixxiv.  p.  847. 

C  c  3  the 


29*  9^  Mfimati  fiijhfy^ 

Ac  fiifitudlff  «f  Bynftiitiuiki,  Serenis  font  liift  army,  ^vlded 
into  tlir««  bo^iesi  under  tht  command  of  Laetus,  Airaliftus, 
•ndProbuS)  to  reduce  part  of  Mefoj^ocamia )  and  tfie  coun* 
tr^  they  conquered  was  iMade  by  Sef^rua  a  new  province, 
>Kfibi8  being  dtclarod  the  capital.  The  gofomment  of  cbia 
province  was,  like  that  of  Egypt,  given  only  to  Ronoil 
knights  ^ 
^•'"jf*"*  After  tbefc  fucceflks,  Scverus  began  to  think  of  dcftroy^ 

Mm^    Ing  Albinui,  whom  he  had  lulled  aflcep  with  the  title  of 
Mbinus.      Ciiikr,  while  he  was  emptoyod  againft  Julkmus  Niger.    AU 
binua  being  as  much  beloved  by  the  fcnate  as  Severus  was 
laitd  oxk  account  ol  bis  cruelty,  matiy  perfens  kA  greatdif* 
tinAiofi  folicited  him  to  come  to  Rome,  and  auiime  the 
title  of  empeior.     SeYerti&  was  informed  of  thefo  pradices  j 
llowever,  not  judging  it  prudeni  \o  declare  himfelf  an  open 
enemy  to  a  peribn  of  fuch  intere{t>  had  recourfe  to  trea- 
ehory.    He  wrote  a  pompous  tetter  to  the  fenate  in  his 
eommendaiion,  and  another  to  Albinus  himfelf,  filled  with 
she  moft  tender  expreffions  of  fricnd(hip,|  caUing  him  his 
•    deareft  and  entirely  beloved  friend,  his  brother,  his  partner 
Sntis  mf* "  In  the  fovereign  power  \  but  thofe  who  brought  him  this 
■"^^^j^      letter,  had  fccrct  orders  to  draw  him  afidc,   under  colosr 
2/>i.  •f  communicating  in  private  feme  affairs  of  the  utmoft  im- 

poftance,  and  difpatch  him  with  their  daggers.  They 
were  lifcewife  provided  with  poifon,  in  cafe  the  other  me* 
shod  ihould  not  be  judged  praAicable.  After  Albinus  bad 
fead  the  letter,  the  aflaffins,  purfuant  to  their  direOions, 
inlbrmed  him,  they  had  fomething  to  communicate  which 
required  the  utmoft  fccrecy.  Albinus  defifed  them  to  at-^ 
^tfA  him  into  a  gallcfyi  but,  obferving  that  they  took 
more  than  ordinanf  care  to  prevent  others  from  entering 
with  them,  he  fufpefted  feme  treachery,  and  caufed  them 
fo  b^  fei2ed,  and  put  to  the  torture,  when  the  violence  of 
thetornf>onts  extorted  JFrom  them  a  full  confefflon  of  the  er- 
rand on  which  they  were  come. 
A^htnus  I«  eonfequcnce  of  this  difcovery,   Albinus,  having  af- 

tAufts  him-  fcmbled  a  powerful  army,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed 
////*/«  bi      emperor  in  Britain,  and  thence  pafled  over  into  Gaul,  where 
mpnor!     ^^  was  joinH  by  many  pcrfons  of  great  diftinftion.     Seve- 
'      '      rut,  upon  the  firft  intelligence  of  his  revolt,  leaving  the 
Eaft,  haftened  through  Thrace  and  Illyricum   into  Gaol. 
8ome  writers  relate,  that,  before  he  fet  out  on  bis  march, 
he  caufed  a  young  virgin  to  be  facrificed,  hoping  to  learn 
from  the  ftate  of  her  entrails  what  fuccefs  would  attend 
him  in  this  war  "•     At  Viminicium,  a  city  in  Upper  Moc- 

» Dio,  lib.  Uxiv.  p.  S47— 85Q.  "  Suid,  p.  %S7. 
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£m  on  the  Danube,  he  gave  the  title  of  Ciefar  to  Baffianus 
his  eMeft  fon,  and  on  that  occafion  diftributed.  large  fume 
«mong  the  foldiers.  At  the  iame  time  be  obliged  bis  fon 
to  Otttt  the  name  of  Ballianus,  and  ftyle  himfelf  thence- 
Ibrch  M.  A^n^eliuft  Antoninus,  for  whom  Beverus  e?er  bad 
a  great  eftoem  and  Yeneration  «^.  Before  he  reached  Oaul^ 
iirveral  icirmifliea  happened  between  the  trec^s  that  had  de- 
clared for  him  in  that  coanti^,  and  thofe  of  Albinns,  In 
one  of  which,  called  by  Herodian  a  battle,  the  generals  of 
Severut  were  totally  defeated,  and  d)^ir  troops  £fperfed  \ 
This  check  greatly  alarmed  him,  and  obliged  him  to  quicken 
liis  march,  after  he  had  detached  part  of  his  troops  to  fe- 
cure  the  narrow  pafles  o^  the  Alps,  and  pretenc  his  compe- 
titor from  entering  Italy.  In  the  mean  time  the  fenate  de-  hdeeUnd 
clared  Albinias  a  public  enemy;  after  which  declaratioo^  apuUic 
Numerianus,  who  kept  a  grammar-fchool  at  Rome,  flying  ^^^* 
into  Gaul,  pafied  himfelf  upon  the  inhabitimts  for  a  fenator 
fent  by  Severus  to  raife  troops.  Having  by  this  artifice  got 
together  a  oonfiderable  body^  he  attacked  and  defeated  a 
detachment  of  Albinu8'8horie,and  gained  fome  other  petty 
advantages  ;  which  Severus  no  foonerknew,  than  be  wrote 
to  him  as  a  fenator,  beiieving  him  to  be  one  of  that  body, 
commended  his  zeal,  and  commiffioned  him  to  levy  forces. 
Having,  therefore,  raifed  a  fmall  army,  he  continually  har* 
rafied  Albinus,  took  many  prifoners,  and  intercepted  a  great 
fum  of  money,  which  he  fent  to  Severus.  When  Albinus 
was  defeated,  Numerlanus  waited  upon  Severus,  and  in- 
formed him  who  he  was }  but  defpifing  the  great  riches  and 
honours  which  the  emperor  offered  him,  he  accepted  only 
a  fmall  penfion,  and,  retiring  into  the  country,  fpent  the 
reft  of  his  life  in  quiet  and  folitude. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  when  Lateranus  SiventJ 
and  Rufinus  were  confuls,  Severus,  having  pafled  the  Alps  ^^rchis 
in  the  midft  of  winter,  approached  Lyons,  where  Albinus  ^^^^fi 
then  refided,  with  a  defign  to  enter  Italy  early  in  the  fpring.    '^* 
He  was  not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  fudden  and  unezpedied 
arrival  of  Sevcrtis  ;  however,  having  with  incredible  expe- 
dition colledled  his  troops  quartered  in  that  neighbourhood^ 
he  fell  upon  Lupus,  one  of  Severus's  generals,  and  defeated 
him  with  terrible  ilaughter  )^.    Severus  then  advanced  in  <rhiiwo 
perfon  againft  his  rival;  and,  Albinus  not  declining  the  armitsin^ 
challenge,  both  armies,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  gt^tniar 
fifty  thoufand  men,  were  drawn  up,  on  the  nineteenth  of  h^^^* 
February,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lyons,  probably  in  the 

^  Vit,  Sever,  p.  6S.  «  Herodian.  lib.  iii.  p.  514.    Scv.  Vit. 

p.  68.  y  Dio,  lib.lxxv*p«85i,  852, 

C  c  4  fpacioua 
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fpacious  plain  between  that  city  and  Trevoux.  As  the  fata 
of  the  two  commanders  depended  upon  this  battle^  and  no 
lefs  a  reward  was  propofed  for  the  conqueror  than  the  Ror 
man  empire  ;  as  the  Britifh  legions  were  neither  inferior 
in  courage  nor  experience  to  thofe  of  Illyricum  ;  and  both 
armies  expe£led  to  fliarc  the  fortune,  whatever  it  ftiould  be, 
of  their  generals  \  the  engagement  was  one  of  the  moft  obr 
ftinate  and  bloody  recorded  in  hiftory.  After  they  had 
fought  many  hours  with  incxprcffiblc  fury,  without  any 
confiderable  advantage  on  either  fide,  Albinus's  left  wing 
was  entirely  defeated,  and  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  their 
camp,  which  the  enemy  entered  in  that  confufion^  and 
plundered  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  bis  right  wing,  having 
drawn  Severus's  men  into  ditches,  which  they  had  cOr 
vered  with  earth,  gained  fo  great  an  advantage  over  them, 
that  the  emperor  himfelf,  who  flew  to  their  afliftance  at 
the  head  of  the  praetorian  guards,  was  put  into  the  utiiK>ft 
confufion,  and  obliged,  if  we  believe  IJerodian,  to  fave 
himfelf  by  flight,  after  having  quitted  all  the  enfigns  of  the 
fi%'fruj  in  innperial  dignity  *•  Spartian  writes,  that  he  was  wounded, 
greai  dan^  and  believed  dead  by  the  army,  who  were  inclined  to  create 
^^^*  another  emperor  in  his  room  ^  \  and  Dio  Caifius  affirms;, 

that  his  horfe  was  killed  under  him,  and  himfelf  in  im- 
minent danger  of  lofing  his  life  *^.     The  fame  author  adds, 
that,  feeing  his  men  fly,  he  threw  himfelf  fword  in  hand 
upon  the  fugitives,  and  forced  them  to  return  to  the  charge. 
Thus  rallied,  they  fought  with  fuch  fury,   that  the  enemy, 
not  able  to  witbftand  them,  began  to  give  ground  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  Lsetus  perceiving,  fell  upon  them  with  the 
whole  body  of  horfe  under  his  command,  and  <:ompleted 
their  overthrow.     Lsetus  had  declined  engaging  as  long  as 
the  viftory  continued  doubtful,  with  a  defign,  as  was  fup- 
pofed,  of  claiming  the  empire,  after  the  two  parties  had 
dcftroyed  each  other  \  and  hence  it  was,  that  Severus,  as 
Herodian  informs  us,  inftead  of  rewarding  him,  as  he  did 
his  other  generals,  put  him  foon  after  to  death. 
AWtnusin-       Albinus's  army,  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  field,  fled  to 
urelyde-     Lyons,  \ybither  they  were  purfued  by  the  conquerors ;  who, 
kiuldl    "     entering  the  city  with  the  fugitives,  firft  plundered,  and 
then  laid  it  in  aflies  ^»     Albinus,  whp  had  concealed  him- 
felf in  a  houfe  op  the  Rhone,  finding  no  means  of  making. 
7'**  crueky  his  efcape,  deftroyed  himfelf «.     Severus  beheld  >yith  fayage 
^ Siierus*  pieafure  the  dead  body  of  his  competitors  rode  oyer  it  fe- 
vera!  times,  cauCng  his  horfe  to  tfe«^d  it  ,uiidei:-foot ;  left  it 

*  Jlcrodian  lib.  iii.  p.  514.  b  Vit.  Scv,  p.  63.  «  Dio, 

p,  85a.  4  Herodian.  ^ib.  iii.  p«  524,  e  pio^  p.  853. 
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lying  in  its  gore  before  his  tent,  till  it  was  baif  putrefied,- 
and  torn  in  pieces  by  the  dogs ;  and  then  ordered  the  wretch- 
ed remains  to  be  thrown  into  the  Rhone.  The  head  he 
caufed  to  be  cut  ofF,  and  fent  to  Rome^  ordering  it  to  be 
cre£ted  on  a  pole  in  the  forum.  He  pardoned  at  firft  his 
mrife  and  children  ;  but  foon  after  caufed  them  to  be  inhu* 
manly  maflacred,  and  their  bodies  thrown  into  the  riyer* 
The  whole  family  of  Albinus,  alibis  friends^  andmoftdif- 
tant  relations,  without  diftinftion  of  fex  or  age,  were  by. 
Scverus's  orders  barbaroufly  flaUghtered,.  and  their  eftates. 
confifcated.  Mo  ft  of  the  great  men  of  Gaul  and  Spain, 
-virhohad  (hewn  any  attachment  to  Albinus,  underwent  the 
fame  fate.  By  means  of  thefe  murders  and  confifcationa^ 
Severus  amafTed  an  immenfe  treafure>  enriched  his  foldiers^ 
^iidy  at  his  death,  left  incredible  wealth  to  his  children  ^ 

After  this  viffcory,  all  the  cities  that  had  declared  for  Al« 
t>inus,  were  foon  reduced,  and  the  inhabitants  puniflied, 
iTome  with  death,  fome  with  the  confifcation  of  their  eftatcs; 
fo  that  Severus,  feeing  all  quiet  in  Gaul,  and  likewife  ia 
Britain,  which  he  divided  in.to  two  provinces,  fet  out  foe 
Home,  at  the  head  of  his  viiSlorious  army.  His  approach 
filled  the  city  with  terror  and  difmay,  thofe  who  had  fa- 
voured Albinus  expefting  no  better  treatment  than  the- 
friends  of  that  unfortunate  commander  had  met  with  iH 
GauK  However,  as  he  approached,  the  fenate  went  out 
to  meet  him,  and  received  him  with  all  poffible  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy,  attended  him  to  the  Capitol,  and  thence  to  the 
palace,  where  he  ordered  large  fums  to  be  diftributed  among 
the  people  and  foldiery*  Next  day  he  proceeded  to  the  fenatet 
and  there  read  a  fpeech  filled  with  bitter  inve&ives  againft 
the  partifans  of  Albinus ;  produced  the  letters  that  had  been 
written  to  him ;  commended  the  cruelties  of  Sylla,  of  Ma«> 
rius,  and  of  Auguftus,  as  neceffary  precautions ;  afcribed 
the  rnin  of  Pompey,  and  the  death  of  Caefar,  to  their  un- 
feafonable  clemency ;  and,  mentioning  Commodus,  ftyled 
him  a  god,  andbeftowed  the  higheft  encomiums  upon  him; 
Ridding,  that  none  but  infamous  and  abandoned  wretches 
could  cenfure  or  blame  the  condu£t  of  fucb  an  excellent 
prince  K 

Having  ended  his  fpeech,  he  returned  to  the  palace,  and  His  cruel^ 
filed  the  city  with  maffacres  and  bloodfhed*    In  a  few  days  ''^'  ^'" 
forty-two  fenators,  moft  of  whom  had  been  confuls  or  prse-  ^**''* 
^ors,  were  facrificed  to  his  fury  and  revenge,  together  with 
^n  incredible  niimbei'  of  perfons  of  an  inferior  rank.     Her 


f  Vit.  Sever,  p-  68. 
%Q»  (c  Sever,  p,  6%% 

f  DiOj  lib,  Ixxv.  p.  5»6,    Vit.  Alb.  p. 

{-odian 

^4  ^^^  ttomsM  Hjftery. 

mdias  tdls  VI,  eh«t  he  cut  oiFall  thofe  who,  en  account  of 
their  birth  or  riebcs,  bore  any  veight  in  the  fenaie,  or  the 
provinees.    Many  were  condemned  and  executed  upon  bare 
iiifpieioni  and  many  for  no  other  eriine  but  that  of  being 
pmeifed  of  great  wealth  under  a  covetous  and  inhuman  ty- 
rant K    While  the  etty  was  yet  floating  in  blood,  out  of 
hatred  to  the  fenators  he  forced   them  to  rank  Commodiia 
with  the  ufiiai  ceremonies  among  the  gods,  to  appoint  priefis, 
and  inftitut*  an  amiual  feftival  to  his  honoon    He  coa« 
demned  Narciflfus,  the  famous  wreftler,  who  had  ftrangled 
Cominodus,  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beafts ;  and  fpared  bmc 
Gus  mt§     who  were  Aifpefbed  of  having  been  privy  te  his  death.   Af» 
tkt  Eafi  to   ii^f  Severus  had  fpent  fome  months  at  Rome,  and  cut  off 
m!emtAf^   EOt  only  the  partifans  of  Albinus,  but  Hkewife  all  fuch  as 
tMrtMaus,  S^^^  ^^^  ^^  '^^^  umbrage,  he  took  leave  of  the  fenate, 
and,  with  bis  two  fons  Caracalla  and  Geta,  departed  for 
the  Eaft,  with  a  defign  to  make  war  upon  the  Parthians, 
who,  under  the  eonduft  of  their  king  Vologefes,  had  fub- 
dued  great  part  of  Mefopotamia.    He  embarked  with  his 
army  at  Brundufium,  and,  arriving  in  Syria,  marched  im- 
mediately to  Nifibis  in  Mefopotamia,  whence  the  Parthiant 
liitired  upon  the  firft  news  of  his  approach. 

In  the  following  year,  Tib.  Saturninus  and  C.  Gallusbe« 

Ing  eonfttls,  Severus,  having  made  vaft  preparations  for  the 

war  againft  the  Parthians,  began  his  march  about  the  end 

ef  the  fummer,  judging  autumn  the  moft  proper  feafon  for 

that  expedition.    He  followed  the  courfe  of  the  Euphrates, 

the  greater  part  of  his  army  being  conveyed  in  boats,  an4 

the  reft  marching  on  the  banks  of  the  river.     In  order  to 

pafsfrom  the  Euphrates  into  the  Tigris,  he  caufed  the  canal 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Naarmalcha  to  be  cleanfed  ;  and  by  that  conveyance  arrived 

«S46.      in  a  fhort  time  at  Seleuoia  and  Babylon,  both  which  places 

ri'r'  *^fi   ^*  found  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  took  without  op- 

•  ^^  '  pofition.    Thence  he  advanced  to  Ctefiphon,  the  metropo- 

Be  takei      "*  ^^  *^  Parthian  dominions  5  which  be  inverted,  and  re- 

Sehutia^      duced  after  a  laborious  nege,  during  which  his  foldiers,  for 

Babylon^      want  of  provifions,  were  obliged  to  feed  upon  fuch  roots  as 

4ind  Cteji'    ^^^y  found  in  the  fields ;  a  fcarcity  which  occafioned  va- 

'  *"'  rious  diftempers  in  the  army  :   however,  the  place  was  in 

the  end  forced  to  furrcndcr ;  but  the  king,  who  had  fliut 

himfelf  up  in  it,  found  means  to  make  his  efcape,  attended 

by  a  fmall  body  of  horfc  ;  a  circumilance  which  was  a  great 

difappointment  to  Severus.    The  emperor  gave  up  the  city 

to  be  plundered  by  the  foidiers,  who  put  alt  the  men  to  the 

fword  5  but  fpared  the  women  and  children,  whom,  to  the 

»  Pio,  p.  855,    Jlerodian.  p,  527. 

number 
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number  cf  one  hundred  thoufand,  they  fold  f6r  flavei.   Af- 
ter the  reduction  of  CteHphon,  Seterus  gate  the  fenate  a 
pompous  account  of  his  exploitSi  ivhich  he  caufed  to  be  re'- 
prefented  in  painting,  and  expofed  to  public  view*    The 
ienate  decreed  him  a  triumph,  and  honoured  him  with  the 
title  of  Parthicus  Maxim u« }  which  \t  to  be  feen  on  feveral 
medals  of  the  next  and  following  years  *  (W).    While  Se-  DiBitrb^ 
verttswas  thus  employed  in  the  Eaft,  fomc  difturbancei  ««««*« 
arofe  in  Britain,  where  the  Caledonians,  taking  up  arms^  ^^^^«* 
invaded  the  Roman  dominions,  committing  every  where 
dreadful  ravages*    Lupus,  whom  Severus  had  appointed 
governor  of  Britain,  not  finding  bimfelf  in  %  condition  to 
make  head  againft  that  warlike  nation,  was  forced  to  pur- 
chafe  a  peace,  and,  with  large  fums,  redeem  the  Roman 
territories  from  their  daily  incurfions  *• 

In  the  following  year,  when  P.  Cornelius  Aullinus,  and 
M.  Aufidius  Fronto  were  confuls,  Severus,  on  his  return 
from  Syria,  attacked  the  city  of  Atra,  Barfemus,  king  of 
that  place,  having  formerly  fent  confiderable  fuccours  to 
Niger ;  but  was  obliged  to  abanddn  the  cnterprizc,  after 
having  loft  a  great  number  of  men,  and  moft  of  his  war- 
like engines  ^  About  this  time  Severus  caufed  two  officers 
of  great  diftinAion  to  be  put  to  death ;  namely,  Julius 
Crifpus,  tribune  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  Lsetus,  one  Lmtus 
of  his  moft  experienced  generals ;  the  former  for  faying,  murdtrtd. 
that  Severus  expofed  his  troops  wantonly  to  dangers^  and 
obliged  them  to  undergo  great  hardfliips,  only  to  fatisfy  his 
private  ambition  and  vanity.  Laetus's  crime  was,  accord- 
tng  to  Herodian,  his  having  a£l:ed  with  treachery  in  the 
battle  of  Lyons,  as  we  have  related  above.  After  he  had 
allowed  fome  refpite  to  his  haraflfed  troops,  and  amaflTed  an 

1  Herodian.  lib.  ill.  p.  528.  Dio,  p.  854.  Ammian.  lib.  xxiv.  p. 
278.    Onuph.  in  Palt.    Golitz.  p.  85.  ^  Dio,  p.  851,  866, 

^  Idem,  p.  844. 

(W)  Spartian  telb  us,  that  keep  Ctefiphon,  orpurfueVo- 
the  army,  in  the  tranfports  of  logefcs,  fet  out  on  his  return 
their  joy  for  the  redu<!ilion  of  into  Syria  about  the  beginning 
Ctefiphon,  proclaimed  Cara-  of  winter,  loaded  with  booty, 
calla,  the  emperor's  eldeft  fon.  He  is  fuppofed  to  have  con- 
his  partner  in  the  fovereign  eluded  a  treaty  with  the  Par- 
power,  and  at  the  fame  time  thians  ;  for  we  read  of  no  wars 
^ave  the  title,  of  Ccfar  to  his  between  them  and  the  Romans 
fecond  fon  Gcta;  which  ho-  till  eighteen  years  after,  and 
Hours  were  afterwards  confirmed  Vologcfes  reigned  peaceably  to 
by  the  fenate.  Severus,  not  hisdeath,  which  happened  after 
ihinking  it  advifeable  either  to  that  of  Severus  (i). 

(1)  IXo,  lib.  Ixxv.  p.  854« 

immenfe 
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jmmenfe  quantity  of  provifions  and  warlike  engines,  he  re« 
turned  to  inveft  the  city  of  Atra ;  but  all  his  efforts  againft 
that  place  proving  unfuccefsful,  he  was  forced  to  raife  the 
fiege  again,  having  loft,  during  the  eighteen  days  it  lailed, 
moft  of  his  machines,  and  an  incredible  number  of  men  "*• 
Severus  fpent  moft  part  of  the  following  year,  when  Tik 
Claudius  Severus  was  conful  the  fecond  time,  with  C.  Au* 
fidius  Vi£lorinus,  in  fearching  after  fuch  of  Niger's  parti- 
fans  as  had  not  yet  been  difcovered.     Many  perfons  of  dif- 
tindion,  who  believed  themfelves  fafe,  were  on  this  occa- 
iion  feized,  and  condemned  without  mercy,  tbofe  efpecially 
as  gave  the  tyrant  any  umbrage  on  account  of  their  birth 
or  riches  \ 
Yr.  of  Fl.       Next  year,  when  L.  Annius  Fabianus  and  M.  Nonius 
*  549-       Mucianus  were  confuls>  Severus  gave  the  manly  robe  to  hi^ 
U  ^  •  *®'*  eldeft  fon,  though  he  was  then  but  fourteen  years  old,  and 
'    '  named  him  conful  with  himfelf  for  the  following  year* 

Stvtrus  They  both  entered  upon  their  confulftiip  in  Syria  ;  .and  on 
Hfifits  Artf  that  occalion  the  emperor  bellowed  a  largcfs  on  the  foldicrs. 
ha^  PaUf"  Severus  went,  during  his  confulQiip,  into  Arabia,  and  from 
^^^^7f^  thence  into  Palaeftine,  where  he  remitted  the  taxes  with 
which  he  had  loaded  the  inhabitants  for  their  fteady  adhe- 
rence to  Niger.  While  he  was  in  Palaeftine,  he  publifhed 
an  ediiSl,  forbidding,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  the  fub- 
jcds  of  the  empire  to  embrace  eitl\er  the  JewiQi  or  Chrif- 
tian  religion  ;  a  decree  which  gave  rife  to  the  fifth  general 
pcrfecution  °.  From  Palaeftine  he  pafled  into  Egypt,  where 
he  vifited  the  tomb  of  Pompey  the  Great ;  and  then  purr 
fued  his  route  to  Alexandria,  to  which  city  he  granted  a 
public  council  or  fenate  j  a  mark  of  diftinftion  which  they 
had  often  folicited  in  vain  of  other  emperors.  During  his 
reCdence  in  Egypt,  he  vifited  all  the  cities,  and  viewed, 
with  great  attention,"  the  curiofities  of  that  ancient  kingr 
dom,  efpecially  the  pyramids,  the  labyrinth,  the  (tatne  of 
Memnon,  &c.  (X) 

The  next  confuls  were  Septimius  Gefa,  the  emperor's 
brother,  and  FulviusPlautianus,  his  great  favourite.    Some 

m  Dio,  lib.  Ixxv.  p,  555.         »  Vit.  SeV'  p.  69,  79.  •  Eufeb. 

lib.  vi.  cap.  2.  < 

(X)  He  examined  with  great  which  he  ordered  to  be  fliut  upi, 
care  the  books  he  found  in  the  that  no  one  might,  for  the  fur 
lemples,  and  caufedthofe  which  ture,  either  fee  the  body  of 
contained  any  fecret  knowlege,  *  that  prince,  or  perufe  thof^ 
tQ  be  conveyed  into  the  fepul-  botoks  (1). 
chre  of  Alexander  the  Great, 

(i)  Dio,  \ti  E?ccrp|,  Val.  p.  717,    \ju  Scv.  p.  70. 

Writers 


The  Roman  Hiftory.  397 

Writers  call  Plautlanus  the  emperor's  kinfman ;  others  fayi  Plantumm 
^hathe  was  only  his  countryman,  being  a  native  of  Africa,  his  ckirf 
l5e  that  as  it  may,  all  agree,  that  he  was  of  a  very  mean  /^"vourUtn 
defcent ;  and  feme  add,  that  in  his  youth  he  had  been  ba- 
Tiifhed  for  exciting  and  heading  the  populace  in  a  fedition. 
However,  the  emperor  favoured  him  above  all  the  great 
xnen  in  Rome,  and  not  in  converfation  only,  but  in  public. 
In  his  fpeeches  to  the  fenate  and  people,  he  extolled  him 
more  than  Tiberius  had  ever  praifed  hi«  favoHrite  Sejanus. 
3He  created  him  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  (hared  Hisgrgae 
i?rith  him  the  power  and  wealth  of  .the  empire  ;  for  Plau-  /««^r. 
tianus  was  faid  to  be  pofleiTed  of  as  great  riches  as  Severus 
"liimfelf,  and  thought  to  be  no  lefs  powerful;  at  leaft  more 
deference  was  paid  to   his  power  than  to  that  of  the  em- 
peror.    The  fenators  and  foldiers  fwore  by  the  Fortune  of 
"Plautlanus  ;  public  vows  and  facrlfices  were  offered  for  his 
fafety,  as  if  he  had  been  a&ually  emperor ;  and  Rome  was 
filled  with  his  ftatues,  moftly  erefted  by  the  authority  of 
-tlie  fenate.    His  table  was  better  ferved  than  the  emperor's, 
and  his  equipage  far  more  magnificent.    As  there  was  no 
accefs  to  honotirs  but  through  his  favour,  his  houfe  was 
conftantly  crowded  with  fenators,  knights,  and  great  part 
of  the  people,   all  foliciting  for  adniiflion  to  Plautianus, 
v^ho  was  more  difficult  of  accefs  than  the  emperor.     Geta, 
the  brother  of  Severus,  and  the  emprefs  Julia,  flood  no  lefs 
in  awe  of  him  than  the  reft,  well  knowing,  that  his  autho- 
rity was   of  far  greater  weight  than  their*s.     This  exorbi-, 
tant  power  was  moft  notorioufly  abufed  by  the  favourite 
minifter,  who  condemned,  banilhed,  and  even  put  to  deatb^ 
many  iiluftrious  perfons,  whom  he  hated  or   fufpefled, 
without  confulting  the  emperor,  and  without  his  knowlege  ; 
-for  though  whatever  the  emperor  faid  or  did  was  immedi- 
ately carried  to  Plautianus,  yet  Severus  was  quite  unac- 
quainted with  the  crimes  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  his 
minifter ;  and  hence  efteeming  him  as  a  man  without  re- 
proach, he  continued  to  heap  upon  him  all  forts  of  honours* 
He  had  already  diftinguiflied  him  with  the  confular  orna-  Stverus 
ments,  and  created  him  fenator,  without  removing  him  marrits 
from  the  command  of  the  praetorian  guards ;  and  this  year  ^"/**  ^^- 
he  not  only  appointed  him  conful,  but  to  the  great  furprize  J^f^^^gA- 
of  Rome,  and  the  whole  empire,  declared  his  intention  of  ur  of 
hiarrying  his  eldeft  fon  Caracalla  to  Fulvia  Plautilla,  the  Plaut'tanut. 
daughter  of  Plautianus ;  a  match  that  took  place  accord- 
ingly this  year,  foon  after  his  return  to  Rome ;  for  hav- 
ing fettled  the  aSkirs  in  the  £aft  p,  he  arrived  unexpefl- 

P  Herod,  lib.  ill.  p.  5S9« 

edly 
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cdljr  at  Rome  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  aod^  accordtng 
to  Herodian»  entered  the  city  in  triumph. 
Hhgmmw^      The  emperor,  upon  his  return,  diftnbuted  immcnfc  fum> 
jify  to  ike     among  the  foldiers  and  people,  ten  pieces  o^  gold  a  man 
f>^opie  ami    more  than  any  other  private  prince  had  ever  been  known  to 
joUitty.         '^  .  jjj^j  added  to  this  extraordinary  bounty  rnagnificene 
flicws,  which  lafted  fevcn  days  **.    When  the  ihew3  were 
over,  the  nuptials  of  Caracalla  and  Flautilla  were  celebrat- 
ed with  the  utmoft  pomp  and  magnificence  (Y).     About 
this  time  Severus  gave  the  manly  robe  to  his  fecond  fon 
Geta»  who  had  entered  fhe  fourteenth  year  of  his  age  '• 

L.  Fabius  Septimius  Cilo  being  conful  the  fecond  time, 
with  L.  Libo,  the  emperor,  notwithflanding  his  great  kind^ 
nefs  for  Plautlanus,  being  offended  at  the  great  number  of 
ftatues  creeled  to  his  minifter  in  all  the  public  places  of  tbe 
city,  caufed  fome  of  them  to  be  taken  down.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  orderi  a  report  being  fpread,  that  he  was 
difgraced,  feveral  governors  of  provinces,  beholding  him 
already  as  a  public  enemy)  caufed  bis  itatues  to  be  pulled 
down  in  their  governments  ;  but  paid  dear  for  their  over*- 
hafty  zeaU  fome  of  them  being  deprived  of  their  employ- 
ments, others  tried  by  the  fenate,  and  exiled.  Among  toe 
latter  was  Racius  Conftans,  governor  of  Sardinia,,  who  wa$ 
tried  by  the  emperor  in  perfon,  ;n  conjun^ion  with  Dio 
Caffius,  and  feveral  other  fehators.  Severusi  on  this  occa* 
Con,  folemnly  declared,  that  he  would  never  fufTer  the  leaft 
affront  or  injury  to  be  offered  with  impunity  to  Plautianus; 
*but  nevertfaelels,  before  a  year  was  over,  he  changed  lis 
fentiments,  and  fuffered  him  to  be  executed  in  his  prefence. 
Cmracalla  His  ruin  was  chiefly  owing  to  Caracalla,  who,  not  able  to 
fJii  occa/ion  endurc  the  haughty  and  imperious  temper  of  his  wife  Plaa- 
^  his  ruin,  jjhj^  bated  both  her  and  his  father-in-law  Plautianus, 
openly  declaring,  that  if  ever  he  obtained  the  fovercign 
power,  they  ihould  both  feel  the  effeft^  of  his  refentment. 
Flautianus  refolv^id  to  anticipate  his  intentions^  not  doobu 
ing  but  upon  his  death  he  (hould  be  able  to  feize  the  em' 
pire  for  himfelf,  as  Severus  was  now  advanced  in  years, 
and  troubled  with  the  gout.    In  the  mean  time  Geta,  the 

q  Dio,  lib.  Ixxvi.  p.  S591  860.  t  Vln  8«v.  p.  <9» 

.     (Y)  Dio  Caffius  writes,  that  of  good  families  to  attend  ber, 

what  Plavtianys  gave  his  daugh-  whom  he  had  for  that  purpojp 

ter  on  this  occafion,  would  have  privately  caufed  to  be  made  eu- 

bcen   a    fufficient    dower    for  nuchs,  though  fome  of  them 

fifty  queens ;  and  adds,  that  he  were  marriea,  and  even   kad 

appointed  an  hundred  perfons  children.  ^ 

emperor's 


emperor'^  brother,  being  t»k9a  ill,  stud  finding  then  was 
no  l)op€  of  his  recovery,  deCred  to  fee  Sevorus  before  be 
died,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  haughtji  imperious,  aad 
tyrannical  conduct  of  bi»  favourite  minifter,  Henci£>rih 
the  emperor  began  to  regard  him  with  a  jealous  eyef  md, 
to  leifen,  by  degrees,  hi$  exorbitant  power.  Plautianu$  pe^ 
ceiving  his  drilti  refolved  to  exert  the  authority  be  fiiU  en- 
joyed, andfecure,  by  the  murder  both  of  the  emperor  and 
liis  fon^  the  fovereif^nty  to  himfelf  j  at  leaft  Saturnlou^,  one 
of  the  tribunes  of  the  prxtorian  guards,  declared  to  Serg- 
rus,  that  Flautianus  had  charged  him  to  aflaffinate  them 
both,  and  produced  his  orders  in  writing*  Herodian  '  and 
Ammianus  Marcellinus  '  feem  not  to  queftion  the  truth  of 
his  depofuion  :  but  Dio  CajQjius  (onfiders  the  whole  aa  a 
contrivance  of  Caracalla  to  deftroy  Flautianus. 

They  all  agree,  however,  that  Flautianus  eoming  tQ 
the  palace,  and  entering  the  emperor's  room,  where  Ca- 
jracalla  then  was,  in  order  to  clear  himfelf  from  the  crime 
laid  to  bis  charge,  the  young  prince  ruibed  upon  him  with    - 
great  fury,  feiaed  his  (word,  which  be  wore  as  captain  of  He  is  mur^ 
the  guards,  and  ordered  thofe  who  were  prefent  to  difpatch  dtrtdhy 
liim,  being  prevented  by  the  emperor,  who  began  to  relent,  ^*  ^rder* 
from   killing  him    with  his  own  hand.     His  body  was 
.  thrown  into  the  (Ireet ;  but  fbon  after,  by  tbe  emperor's 
order,  interred  "•     Sever  us  immediately  afTembled  the  fe- 
aate  \  but  without  uttering  any  inve£tive$  againft  Flau- 
tianus, only  lamented  the  unhappy  lot  of  mankind^  fince 
fome  loved  to  excefs,  and  others  abufed  the  love  tbat  was 
(hewn  them. 

The  next  confuls  were  the  emperor's  two  fons,  Caracalla 
the  fecond  time,  and  Geta  the  firft.     During  their  admi-  .  * 

niftration,  Severus  continued  either  at  bome9   or  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  applied  himfelf  wholly  to  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice,  which  he  performed  with  great  isaptr- 
tiality,  following  the  advice  of  the  celebrated  civilian  Pa*  Papkiamis^ 
pinianus,  whom  he  appointed  captain  of  the  guards ;  for  at  ^^^!f^h 
this  time  the  chief  employment  of  that  officer  was  to  de-  ^thewuardu 
4:ide  law-fuita  with  the  emperor,  or  in  his  name.    Papi- 
niaAU&,  in  tbe  difcbarge  of  this  important  office^  engaged  sis 
bis  eounfellors  Faulus  and  Ulpianus,  two  men  eminently 
accompli&ed  in  tbe  knowlege  of  the  laws.    As  the  empire  Smtirus 
now  enjoyed  a  profound  peace>  Severus  reformed  many  yf^^ 
abuCes  -,  but  is  condemned  by  o»oft  of  the  ancients,  on  »e-  *^Z^  ^, 
«ouAt  of  iia  cxuflivo  feverity,  «fp<ioiaUf  by  tie  eoaperor  ^oa!goc4  * 

lavfs^  ^c* 

•  Herod.  lib.  iii.  p.  531,  5339  534.  t  Ammian.  lib.  xxix. 

pu  |iS^  ^  91*.  hk>.  Izxvi.  p«  Vku 

Julian^ 
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Jalian»  who  thinks  his  cruel  inflexibility,  as  lie  ftyles  it,  his 
greateft  fault  •^ ;  for  he  never  pardoned  the  lead  tranrgref- 
fion.     He  enaded  feveral  laws,  which  are  highly  extolled 
by  the  Mrriters  of  thofe  times,  as  equally  juft  and  neceffary. 
Many  of  them  are  ftill  GXtzxff  in  the  Code.     He  allowed 
BO  power  to  his  freedmen  ;  rior  would  he  fufFer  the  fenate 
to  diftinguifh  them  with  any  honours.     He  chofe  men  of 
unblemiflied  charaflers  for  governors  of  the  provinces,  and 
was  always  ready  to  hear  with  great  patience  the  complamts 
of  his  people.     No  prince  ever  managed  the  public  money 
more  frugally ;  and  by  thefe  means  he  left  the  excheqaer 
exceeding  rich  at  his  death,  though  he  had  found  it  quite 
empty,  and  had  been  engaged*  in  feveral  expenfive  wars. 
When  he  died,  corn  was  found  in  the  public  granaries  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupply  the  city  for  feven  years,  and  oil  in  the  ftorc- 
houfes,  which  he  built  at  a  vaft  charge,  for  the  confump- 
tion  of  five  years,  reckoning  not  only  the  city  of  RomCf 
but  all  the  places  in  Italy  that  produced  ho  oil.     He  even 
left  fufficient  to  fupply  for  ever  the  indigent  people  of  Rome 
with  a  certain  quantity  of  oil  every  day,  whith  was  in  part 
fcnt  yearly  by  the  inhabitants  of  Libya  Tripolitatia.    They 
willingly  fubmitted  to  that  burden  out  of  regard  to  Severus, 
who  was  a  native  of  the  fame  provincCi  and  had  obliged 
them,  by  utterly  extirpating  a  neighbouring  nation/  that 
often  invaded  their  country,  and  laid  wade  their  fields  \ 
But  this  contribution  proving  in  procefs  of  time  very  bur- 
denfome  to  them,  was  remitted  by  Conftantine.     Severus 
repaired  mod  of  the  public  edifices,  and  raifed  an  incredible 
number  of  new  ftru^tures  in  Rome,  in  Antioch,  in  Alexan- 
dria, in  Byzantium^  and  in  mod  of  the  great  cities  of  the 
empire. 
Sivf^^l  The  following  year,  when  Nummius  Albinus  and  Ful- 

fenatort  vlits  iEmilianus  were  confuls,  was  remarkable  for  the  death 
put  to  of  many  iUudrious  fenators,  inhumanly  maflacred  by  the 
•'*'*  emperor's  order.  Among  thefe  were  Quintiilus  Plautianus 
and  Apronianus,  perfons  of  unblemilhed  chara&er,  and  of 
great  authority  in  the  fenate,  but  hated  by  the  emperor  for 
their  iUudrious  birth,  and  extraordinary  accomplifhmentS. 
They  were  both  accufed  of  having  confulted  the  aftrologers 
about  the  death  of  Severus,  and  their  own  fate ;  aiid  con- 
demned, without  even  being  heard.  Baebius  Marcellinus, 
another  fenator  of  great  didinflion,  was  condemned  by  the 
fenate^  and  that  indant  hurried  to  execution,  upon  the  de- 
pofition  of  a  fingle  evidence,  who  charged  him  with  having 
lidened  while  Apronianus  was  confulting  the  adrologer. 

^  Jul.  C*f.  p.  14.  Vit.  Scv.  p.  7U  '     X  Ibid.  ^67,  Die,  p.  M9- 
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The  evidence  had  been  fuhorned  by  Polleniiis  Sebetiiitid^ 
who  was  himfelf  foon  after  condemned  at  the  inftance  of  , 
the  people  ofl^oricum,  whom  be  had  tyrannically  oppreiTed^ 
while  he  governed  that  province  y.     The  following  year<  Th  Sri- 
when  Aper  and  M aximus  yrere  confulsi  the  northern  in<»  tout  ffvatl^ 
habitants  of  Britain  invaded  the  Roman  territories,  and^ 
putting  to  flight  the  legions  that  guarded  them,  committed 
every  where  dreadful  ravages.     Virius  Lupus,  then  go- 
vernor, or,  as  Ulpian  calls  him,  prefident  of  Britain,  not 
thinking  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  withfland  the  enemy,  re- 
tired before  them  'y  and,  ,in  the  mean  time,  acquainted  the 
emperor  with  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  that  province  ;  who,  ap- 
prehending that  the  whole  ifland,  unlefs  awed  by  a  power- 
ful army,  would  foon  revolt,  and  fhake  off  the  yoke,  re- 
folved  to  go  thither  in  perfon.     Accordingly,  having  made 
the  necefiary  preparations  for  this  expedition,  he  fet  out 
for  Britain  on  the  enfuing  year,  while  his  two  fons  werd 
confuls,  Caracalla  the  third  time^  and  Geta  the  fecond. 
Before  he  left  Rome,  he  vefted  his  fon  Geta  with  the  tri-  GetaveJiJ 
bunitial  power*  and  conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Au-  tviththg 
guftus,  which  he  had  beftowed  three  years  before  oh  his  ^''if»**nitial 
cldeft  fon  Caracalla ;  fo  that  there  were  ilbw  three  Au-  ^^^^ 
guftufes  at  one  time,  a  circumftance  which  had  never  hap-  clart/^ 
peiied  before.    The  emperor  took  both  his  fons  with  him,  Auguftut^ 
being  glad  of  that  opportunity  to  remove  them  from  Rome, 
where   they  abandoned  themfelves   to  idlenefs  and  de* 
bauchery. 

The  Britons  were  no  fooner  informed  of  his  arrival  in  Yr.  of  FL 
their  ifland,  than,  dreading  his  power,  they  fent  ambafla*  a^S^^'  • 
dors,  offering  to  fubmit  upon  honourable  terms.  Severu$  u.'c.  0%! 
detained  the  deputies  till  he  was  ready  to  take  the  field.  ^  aiid  * 

then  difmiffed  them,  without  granting  their  requeft.     He.  Sivirus*s 
paffcd  the  firft  winter,  it  feems,  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  ^^xpuktUn 
Britain,  whence  he  marched  early  in  the  fpring  of  the  en-  **'?  ^"* 
fuing  year,  when  Pompeianus  and  Ayitus  were  confuls,  '*'** 
againft  the  Mseatae,  who  bordered  on  the  Roman  domi- 
nions, and  the  Caledonians,  who  dwelt  more  to  the  north* 
No  battle  was  fought  in  this  expedition  \  but  neverthelefs, 
partly  by  the  enemy's  ambufcides,  partly  by  the  hardflripa 
the  Roman  foldiers  underwent,  and  the  toils  they  endured 
In  cutting  down  woods,  building   bridges,  and  draining 
marlhy  grounds,  fifty  thpufand  of  them  are  faid  to  have 
perifhed^    Herodian  wrtfes,  that  the  Caledonians  incef- 
fantly  haraffed  the  army  on  their  march,  attacked  them 
unexpededly,  cut  many  thoufands  of  them  in  pieceSy  and  ' 

y  Die,  in  Excerpt  Val.  p*  741,  &c.       «  Dio,  lib.  Ixa^vi.  p<  867. 
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then  retired  into  their  fens  and  woods,  which  wefe  inac- 
ceffible  to  the  Romans  •.  The  emperor,  though  advanced 
in  years,  and  troubled  with  the  gout,  purfued  his  painful 
march,  furmounting  with  great  chearfulnefs  all  difficulties, 
till  he  reached  the  moft  diftani  and  northern  coafts  of  the 
ifland,  laying  the  country  wafte  with  fire  and  fword  %  info- 
much  that  the  Caledonians  were  at  laft  obliged  to  purchafe  a 
peace,  by  yielding  to  the  Romans  part  of  their  country, 
and  delivering  up  their  arms.  Having  thus  concluded  a 
pacification  with  the  Caledonians,  he  returned  to  the 
fouthern  parts  of  Britain,  where  l\e  left  his  fon  Geta  to  ad- 
minifler  juftice  during  his  abfence.  For  this  expedition  he 
was  honoured  by  the  fenate  with  the  title  (!>f  Britannicus 
Maximus,  and  his  two  fons  with  that  of  Britannicus  ^« 

Severus  fpent  great  part  of  the  following  year,  when 
Man.  Acilius  Fauftinus  and  Triarius  Rufinus  were  confuls, 
in  building  a  wall  in  Britain  from  fea  to  fea,  to  fecure  his 
conqueftsy  and  part  the  Roman  territories  from  thofe  of 
the  more  northern  Britons  not  fubje^t  to  Rome  (Z).  The 
wall  being  finifhed,  he  retired  with  his  army  to  Kboracumi 
now  York,  where  he  was  feized  with  a  lingering  diflemper, 
occafioned  by  his  grief  and  affliction  for  the  wicked  life  of 
his  eldeft  fon,  who,  notwithftanding  the  extraordinary  af- 
feftion  Severus  had  ever  fhewn  him,  had,  during  the  late 
expedition,  with  an  impious  boldnefs  hardly  to  be  equalled^ 
attempted  to  murder  him  in  the  fight  of  the  whole  army. 
While  the  emperor,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  was  con- 
cluding a  treaty  with  the  Britons,  and  receiving  their  arms, 
Caracalla,  who  flood  behind  him,  drawing  unexpe£ledly 
his  fword,  in  the  fight  both  of  the  Roman  andBritifh  army, 
advanced  to  flab  him  ;  and  would  have  put  his  wicked  de- 
fign  in  execution,  had  he  not  been  deterred  by  the  outcries 
of  thofe  who  flood  next  the  emperor.  Severus,  turning 
about  that  inftant,  faw  his  fon  with  a  naked  fword  in  his 
hand ;  but,  without  betraying  theleafl  furprize,  or  uttering 
a  fingle  word,  purfued  the  bufinefs  in  hand,  received  the 
arms  of  the  Britons,  and  figned  the  treaty.    When  lie  re- 

0  Herod,  lib.  iii.  p.  867.         b  Goltz.  p.  SS.    P*  Pagi»  p.  %oy. 


(Z)  Though  the  place  where 
this  wall  was  ere6ted  has  been 
difputed  by  authors  and  anti- 
quaries, it  is  now  generally  al- 
lowed to  have  been  the  fame 
whereof  the  remains  are  ilill  to 


be  feen,  running  parallel  with 
Adrian's  Vallum  from  Boul- 
nefs,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Carlifle,  to  Cozeri's  Houfe,  at  a 
little  diftance  from  NewcafUf 
uponTyne(i), 


(i)  Vide  Hoffl<y'$  Britann. 


turned 
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turned  to  his  tent,  he  fent  for  his  fon,  and,  in  tho  prefenc« 
of  Papinianu^,  captain  of  the  guzrds,  andCafter,  his  chief 
chamberlain,  fitft  reproacbea  him  with  his  black  and 
wicked  attempt ;  then  piFering  him  a  drawn  fword,  *^  Jf 

Jour  ambition  to  reign  alone  prompts  you  (faid  he)  to  im» 
rue  your  hands  in  the  blood  of  your  father,  execute  your 
impious  purpofe  rather  in  this  place  than  in  the  fight  of 
the  whole  world,  and  in  the  prefence  both  of  our  friends 
and  enemies :  if  you  are  not  yet  abandoned  to  fuch  a  de^ 
.  gi'ce,  as  to  murder  your  father  with  your  own  hand,  order 
Fapinianus  to  commit  the  parricide  ;  you  are  emperor ;  he 
muil  obey  you*^.**  We  do  not  find  that  Caracalla  was 
touched  with  remorfe,  or  at  all  zffeOicd  by  this  pathede 
addrefs. 

in  the  following  year,  when  Gentian  us  and  BafTus  were  TAe  Maa- 
confuls,  the  Mseatse  and  Caledonians,  undcrftanding  that  ''^  ^"-^  . 
the  emperor  was  indifpofed,  and  not  in  a  condition  tp  take  ^^^^<^'"' 
the  field,  without  any  regard  to  the  late  treaty,  flew  to 
arms ;  and,  aflcmWing  their  forces,  attempted  to  pafs  ,thc 
new  wall,  and  invade  the  Roman  dominions ;  an  infuk 
which  fo  provoked  Severus,  that  he  ordered  Caracalla  to 
lead  the  whole  army  againft  the  enemy,  and,  entering  their 
country  once  more,  to  put  all  to  the  fword,  without  di(- 
tinf^ion  of  fex  or  age.     The  youne  prince,  feeing  himfelf,  Caracalla 
contrary  to  his  expcftation,  intrufted  with  fo  great  a  com*  attempts  t9 
mand,  made  it  his  whole  ftudy  to  corrupt  the  officers  and  /^ffj^.^  ^ 
foldiers,  with  a  defign  to  depofe  his  father.    Many  tribunes 
and  centurions,  hearkening  to  him,  publicly  declared,  be- 
fore the  army  fet  out  from  York,  that  they  would  no  longer 
obey  an  old  man,  worn  out  with  infirmities,  lame,  and  diC» 
abled  by  the  gout  from  marching  at  their  head,  and  dif- 
charging  the  duties  of  an  emperor.     Thefe  murmurs  were 
foon  carried  to  Severus,  who,  immediately  ordering   the 
army  to  aflemble,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  placed  upon  bis  tri-  • 
bunal ;  whence,  in  mod  bitter  terms,  he  reproached  with 
folly,  ingratitude,  and  treachery,  fuch  of  the  ofiicers  as  ha^ 
feconded  the  wicked  attempts  of  his  fon ;  ordered  them  aU 
to  be  beheaded  that  inftant  in  his  prefence ;  aod  then,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  the  army,  ftruck  with  terror  tod  difmajr 
at  the  fight  of  fo  many  executions,  afked  them  with  an  im- 
perious and  majeftic  air,  whether  they  were  not  yet  fatisfied 
that  the  head  ruled,  and  not  the  feet*.  '    '  ^//^A 

After  this  execution,   his  diftemper  being  greatly  in-  temper  ht^ 
creafed  by  the  uneafinefs  of  his  mind,  he  was  foon  rrduc^d  creafed 
to  the  lafl  extremity  j  when  he  feat  figir  bis  tw9  fpnsj,  caufed  tuith  thg 

uneafimfi 
c  Dio,  p-  8^1.         1*  Vir.  ScF.  p.  ji,  Aw:.  Vift,  •/  his 
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the  fpeech  of  Micipfa  to  his  children,  in  Salluft,  to  be  read 
to  them,  exhorted  them  to  concord  and  unity,  and  recom* 
mended  this  tyrannical  maxim,  to  enrich  the  foldiers,  and 
g2in  their  afFedions,  without  caring  whether  they  were  be- 
loved or  hated  by  the  reft  of  their  fubje&s  •.    When  he 
found  his  end  approaching,  he  cried  out,  '^  I  have  been 
every  thing,  and  every  thing  is  nothing  '/'    Then  order- 
ing the  urn  to  be  brought,  in  which  his  aflies  were  to  be 
inclofed,  on  feeing  it,  *<  Little  urn  (faid  he),  thou  (halt 
contain  one  for  whom  the  whole  world  was  too  little." 
Before  he  expired,  he  ordered  the  golden  ftatue  of  Fortune^ 
which  always  ftood  in  the  emperoPs  apartment,  to  be  car- 
ried into  the  rooms,  firft  of  his  eldeft,  and  then  of  his 
youngeft  fon*   As  his  pains  increafed,  efpeciaUy  in  his  feet, 
he  called  for  poifon ;  but  no  one  daring  to  adminifter  it,  he 
is  faid  to  have  glutted  himfielf  with  coarfe  meats,  which 
Tr.  of  Fl.  foon  put  a  period  to  his  life  <•    He  died  at  York  on  the 
*S59-      fourth  of  February  of  the  year  211,  after  having  lived,  ac- 
A.  D.  an.  cording  to  Dio  Caflius,  fixty-five  years,  nine  months,  and 
^^^'  twenty-five  days,  and  reigned  feventecn  years,  eight  months, 
Siwrus       ^"^  ^^^^^  ^^y^*   ^is  ^^7  ^^^  burnt  at  York  with  great  fo- 
ir>j.  lemnity,  and  Ihs  afhes  were  conveyed  by  his  two  fons  to 

Rome,  in  a  golden  urn,  or,  as  others  aflert,  in  one  of  por- 
phyry. It  was  received  in  all  the  provinces  with  extraor- 
dinary pomp,  and  depofited  at  Rome  in  the  ftately  maufo^ 
leum  of  the  emperor  Adrian.  He  was  foon  after  ranked 
His  cka*  among  the  gods,  with  the  ufual  ceremonies.  Severus  was, 
raaer,  without  all  doubt,  a  perfon  of  moft  extraordinary  parts ;. 
but  all  his  good  qualities  were  eclipfed  by  his  exceffive  cru- 
elty, dnd  infatiable  avarice.  Some  writers  endeavour  to 
excufe  his  cruelty,  which  tliey  foften  with  the  name  of  fe- 
verity;  and  pretend,  that,  without  violent  remedies,  the 
many  evils  that  had  long  prevailed  in  the  ftate  could  never 
have  been  rooted  out.  It  was  faid  of  him,  if  Spartian  is  to 
be  credited,  as  it  had  been  formerly  faid  of  Auguftus,  that 
he  ought  never  to  have  been  born,  or  never  to  have  died. 
He  was,  according  to  the  fame  writer,  greatly  efteemed, 
and  generally  loved,  after  his  death,  when  no  one  dreaded 
his  cruelty,  and  all  felt  the  efFefls  of  his  excellent  regula- 
tions (A).  But,  after  all,  the  moft  we  can  fay  in  his  com- 
mendation 

•.  Dio,  p.  868,  869.         f  Vit.  Sev.  p.  73,  74.         8  Via.  Epit. 

(A)  Gden  tells  us,  that  his  of  treacle,  and  other  expenfive 
greateft  pleafure  was  to  do  good  remedies,  to  relieve  fuch  as 
to  all  i  and  adds,  that  he  kept  wanted  them ;  by  which  means 
conHantly  by  him  a  great  ilorc    he  favcd  the  lives  of  many  pcr- 

foDs; 
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mendation  is^  that  Severus  deferves  to  be  ranked  among  the 
great,  but  not  aolong  the  good  princes  (B).  ^ 


40s 


fons  }  namely,  of  Antipater,  his 
Greek  fecretary ;  of  the  fon  of 
Pifo,  to  whom  Galen  infcribed 
bis  treatife  on  treacle ;  and  of 
a  lady  of  diftindtion,  named  Ar- 
ria,  for  whom  Severus  had  a 
particular  value,  becaufe  (he  ap- 
plied herfelf  tothefludyof  phi- 
lofopby  (27, 

(B)  Among  the  writers  who 
ilouriihed  at  this  time,  we  may 
reckon  the  emperor  himfelf ;  for 
he  wrote  the  hiilory  of  his  own 
life,  which  was  a  kind  of  apolo- 
^  for  his  great  feverity.  Spar- 
tian  commends  it  as  a  fincere 
and  impartial  account  of  the 
tranfa£tions  of  his  reign  (3)  ; 
and  Victor  iOpeaks  of  it  as  an  ele- 
gant and  judicious  performance. 
It  has  been  long  iince  lofl*  The 


well  verfed  in  mathematics,  and 
pretended  to  underftand  aud 
teach  the  Greek  tongue  in  its 
greateft  purity.  Diogenes  La- 
ertius,  the  author  bf  the  lives 
of  the  philofophers,  comprifed 
in  ten  books,  flourifhed,  accord- 
ing to  Voffius,  under  Antoni« 
nus  Pius;  but,  according  to 
Jonilius,  whofe  conjed^ures  Icem 
to  us  better  grounded,  under 
Severus  (6).  rieftor,  a  native 
of  Laranda  in  Lycaonia,  ilou- 
riihed, according  to  Suidas  (7), 
under  Severus,  and  wrote  ieve- 
ral  Greek  poems.  Pifander, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  the  empe- 
ror Alexander,  wrote  fome  hi£» 
tories,  or  rather  fables,  in  Greek 
verfe,  was  his  fon.  Julius  Ti- 
tianu8«  the  father  of  the  orator 


fophifl  Antipater,  a  native  of    of  the  fame  name,   who  was 
Hierapolia  in  Ada,  wrote  like-    preceptor  to  the  fon  of  Maxi 


wife  the  hiftory  of  Severus's 
iei|;n ;  and  was  for  that  work 
firft  appointed  the  emperor's 
Greek  fecretary ;  afterwards 
charged  ^ith  the  care  of  edu- 
cating his  two  fons,  Caracalla 
and  Geta  ^  then  honoured  with 
the  confulfliip ;  and,  ladly,  pre- 
ferred to  the  government  of 
Bithynia  ;  from  which  employ- 
ment he  was  foon  removed,  on 
account  of  his  exceilive  cruelty 
(4).  His  hiftory  has  not  reach- 
ed our  times.  Galen,  the  prince 
of  phyficians,  was  ftill  alive  in 
Severus's  time;  for  he  lived, 
according  to  Suidas,  feventy 
years  (5).  He  was  a  native  of 
rergamus,  and  the  fon  of  Nico, 
a  celebrated  archite£):  and  geo- 
metrician.    He  was   likewife 


minus,  about  the  year  235,  pub- 
liihed  many  pieces  greatly  eC> 
teemed  by  the  ancients;  and, 
among  the  reft,  a  defcriptioa 
of  all  the  provinces  of  the  em- 
pire ;  and  a  book  of  letters,  in 
which  he  imitated  the  flyle  of 
Cicero ;  for  he  had  an  extraor- 
dinary talent  in  imitating  the 
different  ftyles  of  authors,  and 
was  thence  called  the  ape  of  hit 
time  (8).  C.  Julius  Solinus, 
whofe  defcription  of  the  earth, 
under  the  title  of  Polyhiftor, 
has  reached  us,  flourifhed,  ac- 
cording to  fome  writers,  under 
Severus.  Under  him  alio  flou- 
rifhed Philoftratus,  author  of 
the  life  of  ApoUonius  Tyanseus  ; 
which  work  he  undertook  at 


the  requeft  of  the  emprefs  Ju- 

(1)  Galen,  de  Tberiac.  lib.  iL  p.  457'  (3)  Vit.  Sev.  p.  65. 

(4)  Herod,  lib.  ii.  p.  514.    Pbiloft.  Soph.  50,    Galen.  Ther.  torn.  u. 

P*  45S.      (s)  Said.  p.  590.      (6)  Jonf.  lib.iii.  cap.  is.       (7)  Suid. 

F-  »ii.       (8)  Voir.  Hiit.  Lat.  lib.  ii.  cap.  i. 
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Seferus  tniA  foceeeded  by  his  two  fons  Baffianus  and 
Geta,  whom  he  had  invefted  with  the  fovercign  powcr^ 
during  his  life-time,  and  by  his  laft  will  appointed  t-o  reien 
|ointly  after  his  death.  The  former,  commonly  known  of 
the  ttkkname  of  Caracalla,  a  Gauliih  word  for  a  kind  ct 
caflbck  ufed  in  Gaul,  and  by  him  firft  introduced  among 
the  Romans,  gave  in  his  infancy  many  inftances  of  an  ex- 
traordinary fweet  and  mild  temper ;  but,  as  he  grew  up, 
abandoned  himfelf  to  all  manner  of  cruelty,  and  proved  a 
moft  inhuman  and  bloody  tyrant;  whereas  the  latter,  who 
in  his  tender  years  feemed  no  lefs  void  of  humanity  than  hti 
father,  changed  by  degrees  his  temper,  and  became,  through 
his  affability,  moderation,  and  compkifaDce,  the  darling 
both  of  the  people  and  foldiery.  They  (hewed  from  their 
childhood  art  utter  averfion  to  each  other,  and  were  con- 
tinually quarrelling,  even  in  their  common  fports  and  di- 
trerHons.  This  natural  antipathy  iiicfeafed  as  they  grew  in 
years,  notwithftanding  the  intreaties,  rebukes,  and  exhor- 
tations both  of  their  father  and  their  preceptor  Antipater, 
who  were  continually  laying  before  them  the  many  evils 
that  muft  ncceiTarily  attend  the  divifion  and  difagreementof 
brothers.  But  all  to  no  purpofe ;  for  Severus  no  fooner 
expired,  than  Caracalla  endeavoured  to  have  his  brother 
excluded,  by  the  officers  of  the  army,  from  any  (hare  in 
the  fovcreignty  ;  but  the  foldiers  protefting  that  they  would 
equally  obey  hoth  the  fons  of  Severus,  fince  he  had  appoint- 
ed both  tofuccecd  him,  he  was  forced  to  acknowlege  his 
brother  partner  in  the  empire,  and  fufFer  the  foldiers  to 
take  the  ufual  oath  of  allegiance  to  each. 

After  this  ceremony  Caracalla  led  his  army  towards  the 
borders  of  the  Mxatae  and  CaUdonians,  who  had  begun 
hoflilities  again ;  but,  inftead  of  attacking  thofe  warlike  na- 
tions, he  concluded  a  treaty  with  them,  and  withdrew  lus 

lia,  the  wife  of  Severus.  Pho- 
tius  commends  the  elegance  and 
^aftnefs  of  his  flyle ;  hut  thinks 
&is  con(}ru<^ion  not  always  a- 
greeable  to  the  rules  of  gram- 
mar (9).  Befides  the  life  of 
Apollonius,  Philodratus  wrote 
four  books  of  pidlures,  or  de- 
fcriptions,  a  treatlfe  on  heroes, 
letters  on  friendflup,  and  the 
lives  of  the  fophifts  in  four 
books.  All  thefe  works  have 
reached  our  times.    Under  Se- 


verus lived  two  other  writers  of 
the  fame  name ;  to  wit.  Phi* 
loftratus,  the  fon  of  Nervianus* 
to  whom  fome  writers  afcribe 
the  lives  of  the  fophifts;  and 
Philollratus,  a  native  ^of  Lem- 
nos,  who  wrote  fome  defcrip- 
tions  :  of  thefe^  the  former  was 
great- nephew,  and  the  latter 
grandfon,  by  the  mother,  to  the 
author  of  the  life  of  ApoUo- 
niu8  (i)^ 


(9)  Phot.  cap.  44.        (0  Cafaub.  in  Spart.  p.  30. 
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troops  from  the  forts  erefted  in  th^ir  country,  and  reftored 
the  lands  which  Severus  had  obliged  them  to.  abandon  ^. 
Sefore  he  left  Britain,  he  difcharged  Papinian,  captain  of 
the  guards ;  caufed  Cailor,  his  father's  chamberlain  and 
cliief  favourite  to  be  executed,  together  with  £vodius»  an- 
other of  the  deceafed  emperor's  freedmen,  and  formerly  his 
own  prece()tor.     He  at  the  fame  time  difpatched  aiTaffins 
into  Italy  to  murder  his  wife  Flautillg,  Plautius  her  bro- 
ther, and  a  celebrated  charioteer,  of  the  fa£tion  in  the  cir- 
cus oppofite  to  that  which  he  favoured.     Such  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Caracalla.     The  brothers  left  Bri- 
tain about  the  middle  of  fummer,  and  fet  out  for  Rome 
with  their  mother  Julia,  and  the  alhes  of  their  deceafed 
father.     Caracalla  attempted  on  the  road  to  murder  his  Mi/unJer- 
brother  Geta;  which  attempt  increafed  their  mutual  ani- -^^"'^'^ff 
xnofities  and  jealoufies  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  henceforth  J^^'^^f 
they  both  marched  with  their  feparate  guards,  and  with  no  i,rotktrs, 
lefs  warinefs  than  if  they  had  been  in  an  enemy's  country, 
lodging  conftantly  in  different  houfes,  and  carefully  watch- 
ing the  motions  of  each  other. 

They  were  received  with  great  folemnity  at  Rome,  where  TAey  an 
they  performed,  with  extraordinary  pomp,  the  obfequies  of  received  at 
their  father,  and  then  withdrew  to  the  palace,  which  they  ^^^'  ^'^^ 
divided  into  two  j  for  it  was  larger,  if  Herodian  is  to  be  Yemnityl 
credited,  than  any  city  in  the  whole  empire,  except  Rome. 
This  divifion  between  the  two  princes  rent  the  whole  city, 
and  even  the  empire,  into  fa£tions  ;  infomuch  that,  to  avoid 
the    many  inconveniences  and   diforders   thence   arising, 
a  divifion  of  the  empire  was  propofed.     To  this  expedient 
they  both  attended  j  Geta,  who  loved  a  quiet  life,  declaring^ 
that  if  Caracalla  would  but  yield  Afia  and  Egypt,  he  would 
retire  to  Antioch  or  Alexandria,  and  leave  him  in  quiet 
pofTeflion  of  the  reft  of  the  empire.     But  this  fcheme  was 
defeated  by  their  mother  Julia's  throwing  herfelf  at  their 
feet,  and  begging,  with  many  tears,  that  they  would  di- ' 
vide  her  too  between  them.   Towards  the  clofe  of  this  year, 
Caracalla  again  attempted  to  murder  his  brother  during  the 
feaft  of  Saturn  ;  an  outrage  which  occafioned  almod  an  open 
war  between  the  two  princes,  and  a  great  deal  of  bloodlhed^ 

In  the  following  year,  when  the  two  brothers  Julius  and 
Caius  Afper  were  confuls,  Caracalla,  unalterably  fixed  in 
his  wicked  purpofe  of  deftroying  his  brother,  pretended  a 
defire  of  being  reconciled  with  him,  and,  by  means  of  their 
common  mother  Julia,  invited  him  to  an  interview  in  her 

h  Dio,  lib.  Ixxviii.  p.  Sgs,  &  feq*  Carac  Sc  Get.  Vit.  p.  87.  &  91. 
Herodiani  lib.iii.  P./539— -54-3'  l^io>  lib*  Ixxvii.  p.871. 
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chamber.  Gcta  readily  accepted  the  invitation,  and  repair* 
ed  without  guards  to  the  appointed  place,  not  fufpe£^ing  the 
leaft  treachery  in  a  propofal  which  came  from  bis  mother, 
who  loved  him  with  great  tendernefs.  But  he  had  no  fooncr 
entered  her  chamber,  than  fome  centurions,  whom  Can- 
calla  had  found  means  to  convey  privately  into  an  adjoining 
room,  rufliing  in  fword  in  hand,  fell  uponGeta  and  dit 
patched  him,  with  many  wounds  in  his  mother's  arms,  who, 
endeavouring  to  fave  him,  was  alfo  wounded  (C).  Such  was 
the  end  of  this  unhappy  prince,  after  he  had  lived  twenty- 
two  years  and  nine  months,  and  reigned,  from  the  death  of 
his  fatlier,.  one  year  and  twentyrthree  days  ^.  He  no  fooner 
expired  than  Caracalla,  leaving  the  palace  with  great  pre- 
cipitation, flew  through  the  city  to  the  camp  of  the  praeto- 
rian guards,  pretending  great  fear  and  conftemation,  and 
crying  out  aloud  that  his  life  was  in  danger,  and  that  a 
bloody  confpiracy  had  been  formed  againft  him.  Upon  bis 
arrival  in  the  camp,  he  inftantly  went  to  the  place  where 
the  enfigns  and  banners  were  kept,  which  was  a  kind  of 
temple  and  afylum ;  and  there  throwing  himfelf  upon  the 
ground,  returned  thanks  to  the  gods  For  delivering  him 
trom  fuch  an  imminent  danger. 

To  the  foldiers  who  crouded  about  him  he  exprefled  him-p 
felf  with  the  fame  ambiguity;  but  by  degrees  gave  them  to 
underdand  that  he  was  fole  fovereign,  and  in  a  condition 
to  bellow  upon  them  wealth  and  honours  without  controul. 
That  they  might  immediately  feel  the  effefls  of  his  geDe? 
rofity,  he  doubled  their  pay,  and  added  a  bounty  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  drachmas  .a  man,  which  he  gave 
them  liberty  to  take  that  inflant  out  of  the  public  treaAiry. 
Thus  were  the  prodigious  fums,  which  his  father  had,  by 
innumerable  murders  and  confiscations,  been  accumulating 
for  eighteen  years,  diOTipated  in  one  day.  Caracalla  having, 
bv  this  extravagant  reward  fecured  the  aflTef^ions  of  the  fol- 
dicry,  told  them,  that  his  brother  Geta  had  attempted  to 
murder  him,  but  had  loft  his  life  in  the  attempt.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  declaration  he  was  fialuted  fole  emperor  by 
the  whole  army,  and  the  unhappy  Geta  declared  a  traitor 
and  a  public  enemy '.  There  was  at  this  time  another  camp 

Herpd»  lib.  iv.  p*  544 


k  Vit.  Get,  p.  91.  ^  Dio,  p.  871. 

Vit.  Get  p,  91.  &  Carac.  p.  86. 


(C)  Caracalla  himfelf  feems 
to  have  imbrued  his  hands  in 
the  blood  of  his  brother ;  for 
Jpio  Caffius  tells  us,   that  he 


afterwards  confecrated,  in  the 
temple  of  Serapis,  the  fword 
with  which  he  had  murdered 
hi*n(i). 


(1}  Dioi  p.  88p. 


m 
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In  the  neighbourbood  of  Alba,  now  Albanoi  where  the 
murder  of  Geta  was  highly  refented  $  but  Caracalla  foon 
appeafed  themi  by  exaggerating  the  pretended  treachery 
of  his  brother,  and  promifing  them  an  immenfe  donative* 
Carac^Ut  pafled  that  night  in  the  camp  of  the  praetorian 
guards^  and  next  day  went  to  the  fenate  with  a  curiafs  un- 
der his  robes,  guarded  by  all  his  troops,  fomeofwhom  he 
even  placed  among  the  fenators,  to  be  ready  to  a^  in  cafe 
any  of  them  (hould  attempt  to  revenge  the  death  of  Geta* 
His  fpeech  turned  upon  the  wicked  defigns  of  Geta,  whom  Hisfpeeck 
he  faid  he  had  flain  unwillingly  in  his  own  defence,  leifen-  ^  ^VA- 
ing  the  heinouihefs  of  his  crime  by  the  example  of  RonMilus  *^'* 
and  others,  who  had  revenged  with  death  injuries  offered 
them  by  their  brothers.  In  withdrawing  from  the  fenate 
he  pronounced  aloud  the  following  words :  '*  I  give  leave 
to  all  thofe  who  are  in  baniflmient  to  return  home ;  I  ex- 
cept none,  by  what  crimes  foever  they  may  have  deferved 
punifhment  "».'* 

From  the  fenate  he  returned  to  the  palace,  leaning  upon  Performs 
Papinian  andChilo;  then  he  caufed  the  body  of  his  de-  i^obfi^ 
ceafed  brother  to  be  conveyed  with  great  pomp  to  the  tomb  J"^'-' ^/^w 
of  the  Septimian  family  on  the  Appian  Way ;  and,  when  J^^^ifg^ 
the  funeral  ceremonies  were  over,  previiled  upon  the  fe-  himtobi 
nate  to  rank  him,  with  the  ufual  folemnity,.  among  the  ranked  a^ 

5ods.     Finding,  upon  his  return  to  the  palace,  his  mother  ^^^^ 
ulia,  bewailing  with  other  women  the  death  of  her  fon,  ^ 
tranfported  with  rage,  he  ordered  them  to  b^  put  to  death, 
but  in  the  end,  moderating  his  paffion,  he  even  (hewed 
great  kindnefs  to  Julia',  ordering  the  fame  honours  to  be 
paid  her  as  to  himfelf  (D).     Among  many  illuftrious  per*  Several $1- 
ions  whom  the  inhuman  tyrant  facrificed  to  his  rage  and  Mrious: 
jealoufy,  as  the  friends  of  Geta,  no  one  was  more  janiver-  t^f^'t^ 
(ally  or  more  defervedly  regretted,  than  the  celebrated  Pa-    ,         * 
pinian,  the  greateft  civilian,  in  the  opinion  of  Zofimus  ^ 
and  Cujas  *,  that  ever  lived.     As  Severus  had  recommend- 
ed chiefly  to  his  care  his  two  fons,  he  fpared  no  pains  to 
reconcile  them,  and  often  defeated  the  wicked  atteinpts  of 

«  Vit.  Car.  p.  86.  «  Zof.  lib.,  i.  p.  637.  •  Cuj.  in  Cod. 

Thcod. 

(D)  Die  Caiiius  writes,  that  one  durft  ufe  it   thenceforth, 

he  began  this  general  maflacre  even  on  the  ilage,  where  it  was 

by  ordering  all  his  domeflics,  to  commonly  given  to  (laves.    He 

the  number  of  twenty  thoufand  Ukewife  ordered  all  the  money 

peffons,  to  be  inhumanly  but-  with  his  name    to   be  meltoi 

ehered*    It  was  death  to  utter  down,     and    the  infcriptioQS 

hU  name;   inibmuch  that  no  erafed. 

Caracalla } 
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Caracalla ;  on  Which  account  he  was  reckoned  among  the 
friends  of  Gcta.     Befides,  the  tyrant  defiring  him,  after 
the  murder  of  his  brother,  to  compofc  a  fpeech  for  him, 
excufing  the  crime,  which  he  defigned  to  pronounce  iu  the 
fenate,  Papinian,  whofe  love  for  juftice,   to  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion  of  Zofimus,  was  equal  to  his  knowlege  of  it,  an« 
fwered  with  great  firmnefs,  **  It  is  not  fo  cafy  a  thing  to 
juftify  a  parricide  as  to  commit  it  $  and  it  is  a  fecond  par- 
ricide to 'defame  an  innocent  perfon  after  having  taken 
Thidioth    away  his  life."    The  emperor,  provoked  at  this  anfwer, 
•fP^pi'      ordered  his  head  to  be  immediately  ftruck  off,  and  likewife 
•*••*  his  fon's,  who  was  then  quaeftor,  and  had  only  three  days 

before  exhibited  magnificent  fpots  p.  L.  Fabius  Cfailo,  an- 
other of  Sererus's  great  favourites,  for  whom  Caracalh 
himfelf  had  a  particular  efteem  (for  he  ufed  to  ftyle  him  bis 
true  friend,  his  benefaftor,  his  father),  was  in  the  next 
place  doomed  to  deftrudiion,  for  having,  togetlwer  with  Pa- 
pinius,  endeavoured  on  every  occafion  to  promote  union 
and  concord  .between  the  brothers.  A  tribune  was  fent, 
with  a  band  of  foldiers,  to  feize  him  in  his  houfe,  drag  him 
to  the  palace,  and  there  butcher  him  in  the  prefence  of  the 
emperor.  But  the  people,  and  the  citv-guards,  whom  Chile 
had  commanded  while  governor  or  Rome,  moved  with 
compaflion  at  feeing  a  perfon  of  his  rank  thus  ignominioofly 
treated  by  the  infulting  foldiery,  like  a  common  malefador, 
refcued  him  out  of  their  hands,  uttering  dreadful  menaces 
again fl  the  authors  of  fuch  outrages ;  which  fo  alarmed 
Caracalla,  that  he  declared  he  had  given  no  fuch  orders; 
and,  to  appeafe  the  multitude,  caufed  both  the  tribune  and 
foldiers  to  be  immediately  put  to  death  9. . 
and  ofje*  He  fpared  Chib,  but  vented  his  rage  without  controul 
nfirtd  upon  many  other  illuftrious  perfons,  both  of  the  fenatorial 
9thtrs.  and  equeftrian  order,  not  pardoning  any  for  whom  either 
his  father  or  brother  had  ever  (hewn  the  leaft  kindnefs  or 
efteem.  Among  thefe  unhappy  viftims  were  a  daughter  of 
the  emperor  M.  Aurelius,  whom  the  other  emperors  had 
treated  with  the  utmoft  refpeft,  but  Caracalla  ordered  to 
be  ftrangled,  for  fliedding  a  few  tears  when  news  were 
brdught  her  of  the  death  of  Geta  \  Septimius  Severus  Afer, 
the  fon  of  Qeta,  brother  to  the  late  emperor  Severus,  to 
whom  Caracalla  had  fent,  the  day  before,  a  difh  from  his 
own  table,  as  a  token  of  his  friendfliip ;  Pompeianus,  who 
had  been  twice  conful,  had  commanded  armies  in  feveral 
wars,  and  was  grandfon  to  the  emperor  M.  Aurelius,  by 

p  Vit.  Car.  p.  88.  Die,  m  Excerpt.  Val.  p.  74a.  i  Vit.  Car. 

p.  86.  Dio,  lib.  Ixxvii.  p.  871. 
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the  emprefs  LuciUa ;  Helvius  Pertinax,  fon  to  the  emperor 
of  that  name,  ai^d  therefore  greatly  beloved  by  the  people^ 
and  no  lefs  hated  by  the  jealous  tjrant,  whom  he  had  like<- 
'^rife  provoked  with  a  fatirical  jew ;  for  when  the  title  of 
Parthicus  and  Sarmaticus  were  decreed  to  him  by  the  fe*. 
tiate,  Pertinax  moved,  that  the  furname  of  Geticus  might 
be  added  to  the  other  two)  alluding  not  £9  much  to  the  vic'>^ 
tory  which  Caracalla  pretended  to  have  gained  over  the 
Getae,  as  to  the  murder  of  his  brother  Geta '.  Some  of 
Geta's  enemies  ihared  the  fame  fate  as  hi^  friends  \  but  the 
death  of  no  man  occafioned  greater  furpnze  in  the  city  than 
that  of  Laetus,  one  of  Caracalla's  moft  intimate  friends,  and 
the  firft  who  had  advifed  htm  to  difpatch  his  brother.  He 
did  not  even  fpare  the  Veftal  virgins,  fome  of  whom  he  or- 
dered to  be  ftrangled  for  having  bewailed  the  death  of 
Geta.   .  In  fhort,  no  fex,  rank,  or  age,  efcaped  his  cruelty. 

He  loaded  the  people  with  taxes  in  ajl  the  provinces  of  Loads  the 
the  empire,  and  at  Rome  caufed  great  numbers  of  them  to  people  with 
be  maiiacred,  fometimes  out  of  revenge,  and  fometimes  ^t^xes, 
only  for  his  diverfion  ;  for  he  delighted  in  nothing  fo  much 
as  in  feats  of  cruelty  and  in  bloodlhed  (E).     No  prince  ever 
employed  more  iniquitous  means  of  railing  money  than  Ca- 
racalla,  or  fquandered  it  away  with  more  prodigality.     He 
often  ufed  to  fay,  that  money  ought  not  to  ht  lodged  in 
private  hands,  but  only  in  the  prince's.     Purfuant  to  this 
maxim  he  impoveriflied  his  fubjefts  in  all  the  provinces  of 
the  empire,  loading  them  with  exceffive  impofts  and  taxes ; 
for  which  opprefTion,  as  well  as  for  his  extravagant  ex- 
pences,  when  his  mother  took  the  liberty  to  chide  him,  he, 
like  a  true  tyrant,  Ihewed  her  his  naked  fword,  faying, 
^  As  long,  as  I  have  this  I  (hall  never  want  (F)."   Caracalla 

was 
'  Vit.  Car.  p.  87. 

(E)  The  people  having  one  fparing  only  thofe    who    had 

day  rallied  at   the   Circenfian  money  enough  about  them  to 

games,  a  charioteer  whom  he  redeem  their  lives  (2). 
favoured,   he  commanded  his        (F)  However,  he  gave  away 

guards  to  ruih  upon  the  muiti-  fuch  immenfe  fums,  moftly  to 

tude,    and  put  all  the   delin-  perfons  who  leail  of  all  deferv*- 

quents  to   the  fword ;  but  as  ed  them,  to  wit,  to  his  guards, 

the  foldiers   could  not,    in  fo  buffoons,    players,    gladiators, 

great  a  croud,  diilinguiih  them  charioteers,  freedmen,  &c.  that 

!rom  the  reft,  they  fell  indif-  he  was  obliged  to  coin  falie  mo- 

ferently    upon   all,    fword   in  ney,  which  he  fpent  at  home, 

hand,  and  made  a  dreadful  ha-  while  he  employed  what  true 

rock  of  the  difarmed  multitude,  gold  and  filver  he  could  export 

(2)  Herod,  lib.  tv.  p.  546, 
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was  author  of  the  famous  law  declaring  all  the  free  foh- 
jc&%  of  the  empire  Roman  citizens.  Though  the  name 
and  privileges  of  Roman  citizens  were  by  this  conftitution 
made  common  to  all  the  fubjeds  of  the  empire,  yet  the  an- 
cient diftin£^ion  of  colonies,  of  Latin,  municipal,  and  free 
cities,  fubfifted  long  after,  as  appears  from  the  Tbeodoiian 
code'  and  digefts'.  But  to  clear  up  this  difficulty,  which 
has  puzzled  the  beft  civilians,  is  not  the  province  of  an 
hiftorian. 

Caracalla,  finding  himfelf  generally  hated  2^t  Rome,  on 
account  of  his  exceffive  cruelties,  refolved  to  leave  the  city, 
and  vifit,  after  the  example  of  Adrian,  ail  the  provinces  oi 
the  empire.  Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  having  in  the  third  • 
year  of  his  reign  taken  upon  him  his  fourth  confuUhip,  and 
named  Decius  Ccclius  Balbinus,  afterwards  emperor,  for  his 
colleague,  he  fet  out  for  Gaul,  where  he  caufed  the  pio- 
conful  of  the  province  of  Narbonne  to  be  murdered,  and 
made  fuch  havock  of  the  people,  that  he  was  more  hated 
and  abhorred  there  than  he  had  ever  been  at  Rome.  He 
did  not  even  fpare  the  phyficians,  who  had  attended  him 
during  a  dangerous  malady,  with  which  he  was  feized ; 
but  upon  his  recovery,  caufed  them  to  be  put  to  death  *. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  when  Meflala  and 
Sabinus  were  confuls,  he  returned  to-Rome,  bringing  with 
him  a  quantity  of  habits  made  after  the  Gauliih  faihion, 

•  Cod.  Tb.  A.  torn.  n.  p.  i89»  190.  lib.  iv.  torn.  9.  lib.  iii  p.  370. 
t  Digeft.  so.  torn.  15.  lib.  i.  p.  i9ai.  lib.  viii.  p.  X9S3.  «  Vit. 

Car.  p.  87. 

from  bis  fubjefis,  in  keeping 
the  barbarians  quiet,  who  were 
conOantly  threatening  him  with 
war  (3).  '  He  fhcwed  on  all 
occafions  the  utmofl  contempt 
for  the  fenate,  entirely  neglect- 
ed the  adminiflration  of  juftice, 
took  no  care  of  the  provinces, 
and  raifed  to  the  highpft  em- 
ployments the  meanefl,  and  in 
every  refpeCt  the  moft  infamous 
and  unworthy  perfons  of  the 
empire.  Thus  he  gave  the  go- 
vernment of  Rome  to  an  eu- 
nuch, named  Sempronius,  by 
birth  an  Iberian,  by  profeflion 
a  poifoner  and  magician,  who 

(5)  Dio  in  Excerpt,  Val.  p.  758.  &  HU  Ixxvii.  p.  875, 
lU).  Ixxvii.  p.  S77. 


had  been  baniflied  by  his  father 
Severus,  and  confined  to  a  de- 
fertiiland.  He  appointed  Theo- 
critus captain  or  the  guards, 
who  had  been  firft  a  (lave,  and 
afterwards  a  dancing-mafter  and 
ftage-player.  Epagathus,  an- 
other manumitted  flave,  bore 
likewife  great  fway  at  court, 
and,  with  the  other  two,  ruled 
and  controuled  both  the  empire 
and  emperor,  fetting  all  things 
to  fale,  offices,  pmvinces,  pub- 
lic revenues,  public  jufHce,  and 
the  lives  of  men  both  innocent 
and  guilty  (4),  . 


(4)  I>io, 
which 
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-which  he  wore  himfelf,  and  diftributed  among  the  people, 
and  would  fufFer  none  to  attend  him  but  in  that  drefs.     His  His  expt- 
ftay  at  Ronae  was  very  (hort;  for  this  very  year  the  Catti,  the  ^'^f««  «- 
Akmanniy  whom  we  find  now  mentioned  for  the  firft  time  ^gf\^ 
in  hiftory,  and   feveral  other  German  nations,  taking  up  JlgJl^^ 
arms,  began  to  make  inroads  into  the  Roman  dominions 
(F).     Caracalla  therefore  marched  againft  them,  but  in  that 
expedition  approved  bimfelf  abetter  foldierthah commander. 

For,  though  he  behaved  with  great  courage,  and  even  Yr.  of  PL 
challenged  the  braveft  of  the  enemy  to  fingle  combat ;  yet,  »s^i« 
for  want  of  condu6b,  he  was  obliged  to  purchafe  a  peace  ^•?*  *I^ 
with  large  fums,  and  the  liberty  of  retiring  with  fafcty  into  '  *  ^'^ 
the  Roman  dominions  '^.  It  was  no  fooner  known  in  Gcr-  gftusm 
many,  that  he  had  bought  a  peace  of  theCatti  and  Aleman* 
ni,  than  all  the  nations  inhabiting  that  extenfive  country 
flew  to  arms,  threatening  him  with  a  deftrudive  war»  an« 
lefs  with  them  too  he  (bared  his  treafures ;  which  he  did 
accordingly,  paying  them  yearly  penfions,  and  by  theic 
means  reducing  himfelf  to  fuch  difficulties,  that  he  was 
obliged,  as  we  have  hinted  already,  to  coin  falfe  money. 
When  he  received  the  deputies  of  the  Barbarians,  he  fuf- 
fered  no  one  to  be  prefent  except  the  interpreters,  whom 
he  caufed  to  be  immediately  afiaffinated,  left  they  (hould 
divulge  what  had  pafled :  however,  the  Barbarians  them- 
felves,  when  he  was  murdered,  owned,  that  he  had  en- 
couraged them  to  invade  Italy,  in  cafe  any  misfortune 
fliould  befal  him,  and  to  march  to  Rome,  which  he  faid, 
they  might  take  with  great  eafe  *.  During  his  ftay  in  Ger- 
many, he  caufed  Gaiobamarus  king  of  the  Quad!  to  be  trea- 
cheroufly  cut  off;  and,  having  ordered  all  the  youth  of 
Noricum  to  take  arms,  and  join  him,  he  commanded  his 
troops,  on  what  provocation  we  know  not,  to  put  them  all 
to  the  fword  y.  For  his  pretended  vidories  over  the  Ale- 
manni,  he  took  the  title  of  Germanicus  and  Alemannicus  »• 

In  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  when  Lsetus  was  conful 
the  fecond  time  with  Cerealis,  Caracalla,  leaving  Germany, 
led  his  army  into  Dacia ;  where  he  gained  fome  fmall  ad- 
vantages over  the  Getae,  and  then  purfued  his  march  through 

«^  Dio,  lib.  Ixxvii.  p.  876.  <  Dio,  lib.  Ixxviii.  p.  %^u 

y  Idem  in  Excerpt.  Val.  p.  749,  &  7S4.  *  Car.  Vit.  p.  89. 

Qo\tz.  p-  $%»    Birag,  p.  293. 

(F)  The  Alemanni  inhabited  pears  from  their  name,  a  mixed 
at  this  time  the  prefent  duchy  multitude  of  all  the  neighbour- 
of  Wirtemberg,  and  were,  as  ap-     ing  nations  ( i )  • 

(i)  Vorburg.  Hift.  Rom.  Otr,  p.  473.  &  Buch. Belg.  lib.  vi.  cap.  7. 

Thrace 
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Thrace  to  the  Hellefpont,  which  he  crofled,  not  witEotrt 
Yr.  of  Fl.  danger  of  being  fhipwrecked.     Arriving  in  Afia,  he  ha£- 
•s^J'      tened  to  Pcrgamus,  hoping  to  be  delivered  by  the  god  Ef- 
U  Cg^ai  culapius,  worfhipped  in  that  city,  from  all  the  maladies, 
*  both  of  his  body  and  mind  :  but  the  god  was  deaf  to  his 

Hi  paffis  prayers ;  fo  that  he  left  Pergamus,  after  having  enriched 
9ver  int9  it  with  many  privileges,  as  if  he  defigned  to  bribe  the  deity; 
4^»»  and  purfued  his  journey  to  Ilium,  where  he  viewed  the  re- 

mains of  ancient  Troy,  and  vifited  the  tomb  of  Achilles, 
paying  extraordinary  honours  to  the  memory  of  that  hero, 
though  an  implacable  enemy  to  the  Trojans,  from  whom 
the  Romans  pretended  to  derive  their  origin.  From  Ilium 
^e  travelled  to  Nicomedia,  where  he  fpent  the  winter.  In 
that  city  he  invited  Dio  CafTius  to  fup  with  him,  during 
the  feafl  of  Saturn  ;  for  he  obliged  moft  of  the  fenators  to 
attend  him  in  all  bis  journies,  to  defray  his  travelling 
charges,  and  to  build  in  the  cities,  where  he  pafled  the 
winter,  theatres,  circufes,  and  amphitheatres,  for  public 
fports. 

In  the  following  year,  when  C.  Atxus  Sabinus  was  confol 
the  fecond  time,  with  Cornelius  Anullinus,  Caracalla,  leav- 
ing Nicomedia  after  the  fourth  of  April,  crofled  Bithynia, 
Arrives  at  Afia,  and  the  other  provinces,  on  his  journey  to  Antioch, 
Antvfch,       in  which  city  he  was  received  with  extraordinary  pomp. 
During  his  refidence,  he  wrote  to  the  fenate,  that  he  was 
well  apprifed  they  did  not  approve  of  his  condu£t  \  but  fo 
long  as  he  had  an  army  at  his  command,  he  neither  valued 
their  reproaches,  nor  dreaded  their  hatred  ".     He  was  very 
defirous  of  quarrelling  with  the  Parthians,  who  were  in- 
volved in  a  civil  war,  occafioned  by  the  ambition  of  the  two 
fons  of  the  late  king  Vologefes ;  but  they  complying  with 
all  his  demands,  he  deferred  his  intended  expedition  againft 
them,  and  turned  his  thoughts  on  the  redudlion  of  Ofrhoene 
and  Armenia,  though  the  kings  of  thefe  two  countries  lived 
He  trea-      in  perfect  amity  with  the  Romans.     However,  Caracalla, 
€ktrouJly      having  invited  them  to  Antioch,  as  friends  and  allies  of  the 
v!^rifyns     ^^"^^^  people,  caufed  them  to  be  arrefted,  and  impfifoned, 
the  kings      without  the   lead   colour  or  pretence  for  fuch  treachery. 
rf Ofrhoene  Ofrhoene   immediately  fubmitted,  and  was,  according  to 
and  Ar-      fome  writers,  reduced  to  a  Roman  province;  though  others 
sMema,         maintain,  that  it  was  long  after  governed  by  its  own  princes  ^ 
All  we  know  is,  that  Caracalla  eftabliflied  a  Roman  colony 
at  Edeffa,.  the  capital  of  Ofrhoene  ;  and  that,  in  the  fourth 
century,  the  whole  country  was  fubjcft  to  the  Romans. 

*  Dio,  lib.  Ixxvii.  p.  879;     Herodian.  lib.  iVi  p.  519.  ^  Vide 

Spanb.  lib.  ii.  p.  Z6,  8c  Synccl.  p.  359. 

The 
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Xhc  Armenians,  notwithftanrfing  the  captivity  of  their  king,, 
made  a  vigorous  refift^nce  ;  gave  a  total  defeat  to  Theocri- 
tus the  comedian,  who  was  fent  againft  them  at  the  head  of 
a  numerpus  army;  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  Caracallaj^  and 
maintained  themfelves  in  poiTeffion  of  their  ancient  liberties. 
From  Antioch  the  emperor  proceeded  to  Alexandria^- 
\vherc  he  made  a  dreadful  havockof  the  inhabitants,  being, 
highly  provoked  againft  them   for  the  many  lampoons, 
which,  agreeable  to  their  fatirical  humour,  they  had  pub- 
lifhed  on  the  death  of  Geta*     He  gave  private  orders  to  his  Orders  a 
numerous  troops,  who  were  difperfed  all  over  the  city,  to  g^''^^ 
fall  upon  the  inhabitants  in  the  night-time,  to  enter  andpil-  ^"^'^^ 
lage  their  houfes,  and  put   all  to  the  fword,  without  dif-  andria^ ' 
tin<Stion  of  fexj^  age,  or  condition.    His  execrable  orders 
-were  executed  with  fuch   barbarity,  as  can  hardly  be  ex- 
prefled  ;  the  whole  city  floated  in  blood ;  every  houfe  was 
filled  with  dead  bodies ;  and  the  return  of  day  difcovered 
in  every  ftrcct  the  fad  monuments  of  this  inhuman  execu- 
tion :   but  the  tyrant,  not  yet  fatiated  with  blood,  com- 
manded the  flaughter  to  be  continued  all  the  following  day, 
that  he  might  have  the  diabolical  pleafure  of  beholding  it 
frona  the  temple  of  Serapis,  where  he  bad  paflfed  the  pre- 
ceding night,  inaploring,  during  the  general  maflacre,   the 
prote^ion  of  that  deity.     When  the  foldiers  were  tired  with 
flaughter,  Caracalla  wrote  to  the  fenate,  acquainting  them, 
that  he  had  revenged  the  affronts  offered  him  by  the  Alex- 
andrians ;  but  that  it  was  not  neceffary  to  fpecify  the  num- 
ber of  the  dead,  nor  their  condition,  fince  none  had  pe- 
riflied  but  fuch  as  were  guilty.     Before  he  left  the  city  he 
ftrippcd  it  of  all  its  privileges ;  fuppreffed  the  celebrated 
afTembly  of  learned  men ;  ordered  all  ftrangers,  who  lived 
there,  to  abandon  the  place  ;  and  that  fuch  as  had  efcaped 
the  general  maffacre,  who  were  very  few,  might  not  have 
the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  one  another,  he  cut  off  all  com- 
munication of  one  ftreet  with  another,  by  walls  built  for 
that  purpofe,  and  guarded  by  the  troops  he  left  in  garrifon  <^. 
However,  as  the  tyrant  perifhed  foon  after,    Alexandria 
fpeedily  recovered  its  former  fplendor,  and  continued  to  be 
tb^  firll  city  of  the  empire  after  Rome. 

FKom  Alexandria  the  emperor  returned  to  Antioch,  with 
a  defign  to  make  war  upon  the  Parthians,  and,  by  fome  me- 
morable exploit,  deferve  the  furname  of  Parthicus,  which 
he  feems  to  have  preferred  to  all  others.     In  order  to  have  uis  ina^ 
fome  pretence  for  declaring  war,  he  fent  an  embaffy  to  Arta-  chery  ta- 

ivards  tkt 
c  Hcrodian.  lib.  iv.  p,  549*    Dio,  lib.  Ixxvii.  p.  879,  880.    Vit,  P^^^^'^^^* 
tar.  p.  87. 
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banes  with  rich  prefcnts,  to  dcGre  his  daughter  in  mztxia^, 
not  doubting  but  the  Parthian  would  deny  him  his  requeft; 
nor  was  he  miftaken  in  his  conjecture,  Artabanes  alleging, 
that  bis  daughter^  brought  up  after  the  Parthian  manner, 
could  never  be  reconciled  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  Romans* 
Caracalla  perfifting  in  his  demand,  Artabanes  at  lengdi 
complied  with  it  *,  fufFered  him  to  enter  his  dominions ; 
difpatched  orders  to  his  governors  to  receive  and  entertain 
him  with  the  utmoft  magnificence ;  and  went  out  in  perfon 
to  meet  him,  as  he  approached  the  royal  city  of  Ctefiphon, 
where  the  nuptials  were  to  be  folemnized.  Artabanes  was 
attended  by  the  chief  nobility  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  nu- 
merous body  of  guards,  unarmed,  and  in  their  gayeft  attire. 
But  Caracalla,  abufing  the  confidence  diey  repofed  in  him, 
with  a  treachery  hardly  to  be  equalled,  gave  the  fignalta 
his  foldiers  to  fall  upon  them  fword  in  hand :  they  obeyed 
the  fignal,  and  made  a  terrible  flaughter  of  the  defencelefs 
multitude.  However,  the  king  had  the  good  fortune  to 
efcape  unhurt.  After  this  infamous  exploit,  worthy  of  fucb 
an  emperor  as  Caracalla,  the  cruel  and  perfidious  monfter, 
enraged  that  Artabanes  had  efcaped,  wreaked  his  fury  on 
all  the  countries  through  which  he  pafled  on  his  return  to 
Syria,  leaving  every  where  difmal  monuments  of  hisbar^ 
barous  cruelty,  and  infatiable  avarice  ^  (G).  The  emperor 
feturned  from  this  memorable  expedition  toEdefifa  ;  whence 
he  wrote  boafting  letters  to  the  fenate,  pretending  that  he 
had  fubdued  the  Parthians,  and 'reduced  all  theEaft.  The  fe* 
nate,  though  informed  of  what  had  pafled^  yet  decreed  him 
a  triumph,  and  the  title  of  Parthicus  •. 

In  the  following  year,  when  C.  Bruttius  Prafens  andT. 
Meffius  Extricatus  were  confuls,  a  bloody  fate  at  length 
overtook  this  man  of  blood.    He  had  often  treated  as  a 


^  Herod,  lib.  iv.  p,  551— 553* 

(G)  Thus  fays  Herodian: 
but  Die  Caflius  writes,  that  Ca- 
racalla, upon  the  Parthian  king^s 
refufing  him  his  daughter,  en- 
tered his  dominions,  without 
any  farther  declaration  of  war; 
ravaged  great  part  of  Media ; 
dedroyed  feveral  cities;  took 
Arbela;  and  there  demollihed 
ttie  tombs  of  the  Parthian  mo- 
narchs,  infulting  their  remains 
in  a  moft  facrilegious  manner. 

(«)  Dio,  lib,  Ixxviii,  p.Sti* 


•  Dio,  lib.  Ixviii.  p.  S8i* 

The  fame  writer  adds,  that  as 
the  irruption  was  fudden  and 
unexpet^ed,  he  did  not  meet 
with  the  leaft  oppofidon,  or 
even  faw  the  face  of  an  enemy 
(i)«  Spartian,  indeed,  fpesiks 
of  a  tumultuary  engagement  be- 
tween the  Parthiahs  and^Bbp- 
mans,  in  which  Caracalla  let 
loofe  wild  beafts  againfi  the 
enemy  (3). 

Cs)  Vit.  Can  p.  871 

coward, 
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cdward,  and  threatened  with  death  MacHnus,  captain  o^. 
the  guards;  befides,  about  this  time  a  foothfaycr  declared  Ap^f^t' 
publicly  in  Africa,  that  Macrinus,  and  his  fon  Diadumc-  i^*^'^^^y 
nus,  were  deftined  to  the  empire.     In  confequence  of  this  i/ia€rinut\ 
declaration,  the  foothfayer  was  immediately  fent  to  Rome, 
-where  he  repeated  and  maintained  the  fame  prediftioii  be- 
fore Maternianus,  captain  of  the  city-guards,  whom  the 
emperor,  as  he  repofed  an  entire  confidence  in  him,  had 
enjoined  to  ehiploy  allpoflible  means,  even  the  deteft- 
able  myfteries  of  magic,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  any 
perfon  privately  afpirsd  at  the  empire.    Maternianus,  there-^ 
fore,  wrote  immediately  to  the  emperor  what  he  had  learned 
of  the  foothfayer ;  but  the  letter  being  delivered  to  Julia,* 
whom  Caracalla  had  left  at  Antioch,  with  full  power  to 
open  and  read  all  bis  difpatches  (for  he  himfelf  was  (till  at 
Bdefla,  where  he  had  pafied  the  winter),  Macrinus,  who 
attended  the  emperor,  was  acquainted  with  the  contents, 
before  Julia  could  tranfmit  them  from  Antioch  to  EdeiTa. 
This  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  him  by  Ulpius  Julianus, 
his  intimate  friend,  who  delivered  the  letter  to  a  courier 
difpatched  from  Rome  to  the  court  at  Edefla  ^    Macrinus, 
thus  informed  before  the  emperor  of  what  Maternianus  had    . 
written,  was  fenfible  that  he  could  not  ufe  too  much  dif-  n»h  con" 
patch  8 ;  he  immediately  gained,  with  great  promifcs,  two  ^f'^  «- 
brothers,  Aurellus  Nemefianus  and  Aurelius  Apollinaris,  ^^'%^^ 
both  tribunes  of  the  guards ;  Julius  Martialis,  an  exempt,  ' 

whom  the  emperor  had  provoked,  by  refufing  him  the  poft 
of  a  centurion ;  MartiUs  Agrippa,  the  admiral  ^  Rhsetianus, 
tribune  of  the  fecond  legion  ;  and  feveral  others ;  who  put 
their  defign  in  execution  on  the  eighth  of  April  of  this  year 
217,  while  the  emperor  was  going  on  horfeback,  with  a 
fmall  retinuci^fiom  Edefla  to  vifit  a  temple  of  the  Moon  at 
Carrhae.     fiemg  obliged  to  ftop  by  the  way  on  a  prefling 
occafion,  and  all  his  attendants  withdrawing,  except  one 
of  the  prince's  domeftics,  as  he  was  ready  to  mount  again, 
Martialis,  unwilling  to  lofe  that  opportunity,  ran  haftily 
to  him,  gave  him  fuch  a  ftab  in  the  throat  with  his  dagger^  Yr.  of  Fl« 
that  he  expired  immediately,  and  mixed  with  the  crowd,      *5^5» 
before  they  were  apprifed  of  the  tranfadion;  biit  when  the  u*c^'*6^* 
emperor's  death  was  publicly  known,  a  Scythian,  who  be-     *    '  9  S* 
longed  to  the  guards,  obferving  Martialis  with  a  bloody  Caracatta 
dagger  in  bis  hand,  which  in  the  confufion  he  had  not  the  murdntd.   ' 
precaution  to  conceal,  and  thenc^ concluding  him  to  be  the 
author  of  the  murder,  (hot  him. through  with  an  arrow. 
Caracalla  was  killed  after  he  had  lived  twenty^nine  years 

f  Dio»  lib.  Ixxviii.  p.  882.         t  Herod,  lib.  iv.  p.  554, 
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and  four  months^  and  reigned  fix  years,  two  months,  and 
four  days,  from  the  death  of  his  father  **  (H). 

The  foldiers  immediately  conveyed  the  body  of  the  dc- 
ceafed  prince  to  Edefia,  and  proceeded,  even  before  they 
had  performed  the  funeral  obfequies,  to  the  ele&ion  of  a 
new  emperor.  They  were  in  debate  that  and  ibc  two  fol- 
lowing days  ;  but,  on  thrfourth,  the  eleventh  of  April,  and 
the  birth-day  of  Severus,  the  prsetorian  guards  at  Edefla, 
inftigatcd  by  the  tribunes,  who  had  been  privy  to  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  macrinus,  declared  him  emperor ;  for  none  but 
his  accomplices  imagined  him  to  have  been  acceffary  to  the 
death  of  Caracalla,  which  they  afcribed  to  Martialis  alone, 
impelled  to  the  murder  through  private  pafSon  and  revenge. 
Macrinus  pretended  at  firft  to  decline  fuch  a  heavy  burden  ^ 
but  was  eafily  prevailed  upon  to  take  it  on  his  (houlders. 
He  diftributed,  on  that  occafion,  large  fums  amongft  the 
foldiery ;  made  them  ample  promifes  ;  and  granted  a  ge- 
neral pardon  to  all  perfons  accufed  of,  or  condemned  for, 
crimes  of  majefty  or  high-treafon  (1).  rp, 

b  Dio,  p.  S91.    Herod,  p.  556^ 


(H)  The  authors  who  lived 
under  Caracalla ,  were  (^  Se- 
ver us  Sammonicus,  who  wrote 
a  great  number  of  books,  which 
were  much  admired  by  Geta ; . 
and  hence  Sammonicus  was,  by 
Caracalla's  order,  murdered, 
while  he  was  at  flipper  (i). 
JQ^oBC  of  his  works  have  reached 
our  times,  except  fome  books 
in  Latin  verfe  on  phyfic,  and  a 
few  paflagi^s  quoted  by  Macro- 
bius  out  of  a  book  in  profe, 
which  he  infcribed  to  the  em-  ' 
peror  Severus  (2).  jEHus  Mau- 
ru8,  whom  Spartian  quotes  in 
relating  the  death  of  Severus 
(3),  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Ca- 
racalla, being  then  very  old; 
for  he  had  been  a  flave  to  Phle- 
gon,  the  freedman  of  the  em- 
peror Adrian  (4).    OppiaH,  the 


celebrated  Greek  poet,  lived 
under  Antoninus,  the  fon  of 
Domna;  that  is,  under  Cara- 
calla, the  fon  of  Julia  Domna, 
as  he  himfelf  informs  us  (5), 
and  not  undpi^  Antoninus  the 
Philofopher,  as  we  read  in  th« 
chronicle  of  Eufebius  and  St. 
Jerom  (6). 

(I)  Herodian  writes,  that  the 
army  firft  chpfe  Adventus,  Ma- 
crinus's  coUeagtte  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  prsetorian  guards,  • 
who  excufed  himfelf  on  account 
of  his  great  age  (7)*  But,  ac- 
cording to  Dio  Caffius,  Adven- 
tus  only  boafled,  that,  in  re- 
gard to  feniority,  he  had  a  bet- 
ter riffht  to  the  empire  than 
Macrmus,  declaring,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  willingly 
yielded  it  to  him  ( 8 ) .    Advcn- 


(1)  Car.  Vit.  p.  86,  &  Get.  Vit.  p.  ^*.  (4)  VoiT.  Poct.Lat. 

p«  52,  '&  Macrob.  Saturn,  lib.  ii.  cap.  iz.  (3}  Vit.  Sev.  p.  71. 

(4)  Voff.  Hift»,  Lat.  ibid.  (5)  Oppian.  de  V«nat.  lib.  i.  p.  i«9. 

(6)  Eufeb.Chron.  p«  lai,  ia»«  (7}  Herod,  lib.  iv,  p«  535. 

(•)  Dio,  p.  85^4. 
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Th«  new  emperor  Opilius,  or  rather  OpcHus  Macrinus,  His  birth 
was  a  native  of  Caefarea  in  Mauritania,  now  Algier,  and  of  andpreftf 
a  very  mean  ciefcent.  We  are  told,  that  many  things  *"'*''• 
concerning  hid  birth,  his  education,  and  firft  employments, 
were  invented  by  his  fucceflbr  Heliogabalus,  and,  by  his ' 
orders,  ioferted  in  his  life.  Hence,  without  regarding  what 
Mre  read  in  Julius  Capitolinus,  who  was  ftrangely  preju- 
diced againft  him,  we  (hall  chiefly  follow  Dio  Cafliuss 
who  flourifiied  under  him,  and  feems  quite  free  from  all 
perfonal  hatred  and  affection.  According  to  that  writer, 
he  was  a  perfon  of  a  mild  and  humane  temper,  which  gain- 
ed him  the  affe£lions  both  of  the  people  and  foldiery,  and 
covered  the  meannefs  of  his  birth,  and  fir  ft  employments. 
He  was  pretty  well  verfed  ,in  the  laws ;  a  circumftance 
Mrhich  induced  Plautianus  to  commit  to  him  the  care  of  his 
cftate,  and  appoint  him  his  fteward.  Afterwards  Severus 
charged  >him  with  the  care  of  the  pods  in  Italy  \  but  foon 
after  banifhed  him,  for  what  tranfgreflSon  we  know  not, 
into  Africa,  where  he  fupported  himfelf  by  pleading  caufes 
of  fmall  confequence.  He  returned  to  Rome  after  the  death 
of  Severus,  when  Caracalla  gave  him  an  employoient  ia  the 
treafury,  in  which  he  acquitted  himfelf  fo  uprightly,  that 
the  fame  prince  named  him  to  fucceed  the  celebrated  Papi- 
nian  in  the  command  of  the  praetorian  guards.  His  chief 
province  in  that  office  was  to  decide  caufes  with  the  empe- 
ror, or  in  his  name ;  a  tafk  which  he  performed  with  great 
equity,  when  Caracalla  himfelf  was  not  prefent  ^  He  mar- 
ried Nonia  Celfa,  a  woman  of  a  very  indifFerent  charafler^ 
and  had  by  her  a  fon,  commonly  called  by  the  Latin  hifto- 
rians  Diadumenus ;  but  by  Dio  Caffius,  Herodian,  and  in 
inoft  infcriptions,  Diadumenianus  ^.  With  the  empire  he 
took  the  naipes  of  Severus  and  Aurelius,  which  are  ftill  to 
be  feen  on  feveral  of  his  medals  :  but  on  none  appears  .that 
of  Antoninus ;  whence  we  conclude  Capitolinus  to  havp 
been  miftaken  in  giving  him  that  appellation^  Before  he 
left  EdeflTa,  he  caufed  the  body  of  Caracalla  to  be  burnt  with 
the  ufual  folemnity,  and  fent  his  afhesi  inclofed  in  ah  urn^ 

t  Dio»  lib.  Ixxviii,  p.  892,  893*        1^  Herod,  p.  566.  Golls.  p<  ipo* 

|tu8    was    an   excellent   com-  read  (9).    However,  Macriniis 

mander,  but  altogether  unqua-  created  him  fenator,  appointed 

lified  for  a  flatefman ;  exceed-  him  governor  of  Rome,  and  the 

ing  old,  no  lefs  meanly  born  following  year  chofe  him  for  hlf 

than  Macrinus,  and  fb  illite-  colleague  m  the  confulfhip* 
rate»  that  he  could  not  even 

(9)  Dio,  p.  894. 
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to  his  mother  Juira,  at  Antioch,  who,  refolving  not  to  out' 
live  him,  efpecially  after  Macrinus  had  ordered  her  to  leave 
that  city,  on  accodnt  of  her  bitter  inveffcives  againft  him, 
and  her  private  intrigues,  in  order  to  feize  the  empire,  ef-      | 
^^  tj^^    feftcd  her  own  death  by  abftaming  f roQi.  all  food.  Her  body 
•J  jMits.      ^j^g  f^^^  ^^  Rome,  and  depofited  in  the  tomb  of  Caius  and 
Lucius  Caefars,  the  grandfons  of  Auguftus,  and  conveyed 
afterwards  by  her  fifter  Maefa  to  the  maufoleum  of  Adrian  '•      j 
Macrinus  was  no  fooner  declared  emperor,  than  he  fent      I 
for  his  (bn  Diadumenus,  who  was  at  Antioch.    The  fol- 
diers  who  attended  him,  and  were  entirely  attached  to  Ma- 
crinuSf  gave  him,  of  their  own  motion,  pursuant  to  their 
Duubumi'    private  inftruftions,  the  title  of  Caefar ;  which,  upon  his 
mudtclar-  arrival  at  Edefla,  was  confirmed  by  the  whole  army,  his 
^^'    father  giving,  on  that  occafion,  another  bounty,  to  the 
foldiery.  The  new  prince  acquainted  the  fenate  immediate- 
ly with  the  i^eath  of  Caracalla,  and  his  acceflion  to  the  em- 
pire, by  a  letter,  in  which  he  fpoke  with  great  referve  of 
the  deceafed  emperor,  neither  commending  nor  cenfuring 
him  :  he  only  faid,  that  fince  the  deftiny  which  he  feemed 
to  have  deferved  had  at  length  overtaken  him,  and  the  army 
.   had  raifed  him  to  the  fupreme  command,  he  would  acknow- 
lege  himfelf  indebted  to  the  fenate  alone  for  the  empire,  if 
they  thought  fit  to  confirm  that  choice.    Though  the  fenate 
had  heard  before  news  of  the  death  of  Caracalla,  yet,  ap- 
prehending it  to  be  only  a  falfe  report,  they  had  careMy 
concealed  their  fentiments ;  but,  being  now  afiured  of  the 
ntkatnd  truth  by  Macrinus's  letters,  they  loaded  him  with  dreadful 
9ftht{$'      curfes  ;  ordered  all  his  gold  and  filver  ftatues  to  be  melted 
VacaUa.  ^'  <J own,  his  name  to  be  erafed  from  all  infcriptions;  annulled 
.his  a^s ;  and  declared  his  memory  infamous,  ftyling  him 
no  longer  Antoninus,  but  Bailianus,  Caracalla,  and  Taran- 
tus,  which  was  the  name  of  a  little,  deformed,  and  crud 
gladiator  "*.     They  werefo  tranfported  with  joy  in  finding 
themfelves  delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  Caracalla,  that, 
Macrinus    overlooking  the  meannefs  of  Macrinus's  birth,  they  declar- 
Mekftow*      cd  him  emperor  without  the  leaft  hefitatioU)  heaping  upon 
^'^*T'.    him  all  the  honours  which  they  had  ever  conferred  upon 
^^f^  any  prince.     His  family  was  ranked  among  the  patrician 
families,  his  fon  proclaimed  Caefar,  and  his  wife,  Nonia 
Celfa,  honoured  with  the  title  of  Augufta.   In  their  anfwer 
to  his  letter,  they  earneftly  intreated  him  to  punifh,  accord- 
ing to  their  deferts,  the  minifters  of  the  late  tyrant,  and  to 
extirpate  the  whole  tribe  of  informers.  Macrinus  complied, 
in  fome  degree,  with  their  requcft ;  for  he  fuffered  them  to 

'  1  Dio,  lib.  bcxviii*  p.  899.  » Idem,  p.  89s.  . 
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condemn,  not  i6  death,  but  to  bani(hinent>  three  fenators, 
and  many  others  of  an  inferior  rank  ;  and  ordered  all  the 
flaves  and  freedmeB,  who  had  informed  againft  their  ma- 
ilers or  patrons,  to  be  crucified. 

The  emperor  in  the  mean  time,  leaving  EdefTa,  led  his 
^rmy  to  Antioch  ;  and  there,  in  the  prefence  of  all  his 
troops,  gave  his  fon  the  name  of  Antoninus;  a  name  highly 
revered,  and,  in  a  manner,  adored  by  the  foldiery  **.  On 
this  occafion  the  whole  army  loudly  demanded  the  deifica- 
tion of  Caracalla  ;  a  demand  which  greatly  furprifed  Ma-p 
crinus,  who,  neverthelefs,  was  forced  to  comply  with  it,  and 
order  the  fenate  to  rank  among  the  gods  one  whom  he  CarataUa 
himfelf  had  caufed  to  be  murdered,  and  who  was  defervedly  ^^f^^' 
detefted  by  all,  except  the  foldiery,  as  a  profefTed  foe  to  the 
human  race,  a  monfter  gorged  with  blood,  a  parricide,  and 
the  moft  inhuman  tyrant  that  ever  difgraced  a  diadem.  The 
fenate,  purfuant  to  the  emperor's  mandate,  immediately 
decreed  him  divine  honours,  a  temple,  altars,  priefts,  fa- 
crifices,  and  all  the  apparatus  of  divinity.  The  emperor 
was  even  bbliged  to  caufe  Aurelianus  to  be  condemned  and 
executed,  for  having  prmtelj  removed  fome  of  the  deceaf- 
ed  emperor's  ftatues  ^ ;  fo  opprefEve  was  the  authority  which 
the  army  had,  by  degrees,  ufurped  both  over  the  fenate 
and  prince. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions  at  Antioch  and  Rome,  Arta-  T^f  Par*  ^ 
tanes,  king  of  the  Parthians,  having  aflembled  a  powerful  *^^  w^» 
army,  advanced  with  a  defign  to  invade  the  Roman  terri- 
tories, and  retaliate  the  injuries  he  had  received.    Macrinus, 
induced  partly  by  his  .natural  timidity  (for  he  was  not  a 
man  of  courage),  and  partly  by   motives  of  juftice  and 
equity,  endeavoured  to  appeafe  him,  by  releafing  all  the 
prifoners  taken  by  Caracalla,  and  fending  ambafladors  to 
propofe  a  peace,  on  terms  equally  honourable  to  both  na- 
tions ;  but  Artabanes  declaring  that  he  would  liften  to  no 
propofals,  unlefs  the  Romans  engaged,  as  a  preliminary,  to 
rebuild  all  the  cities  they  Jiad  deftroyed,  to  give  up  Mefo- 
potamia,  and  to  pay  an  immenfe  fum,  to  be  employed  in 
repairing  the  tombs  of  the  Parthian  monarchs  defaced  by 
Caracalla,  and  making  good  the  loiTes  his  fubje£ls  had  fuf- 
tained  by  the  late  unjuft  invafion,  Macrinus,  afliamed  to 
comply  with  fuch  high  demands,  took  the  field,  and  met 
the  enemy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nifibis.     But  '^the  Ro-  fj^g  j^,. 
mans,  enervated  under  Caracalla  by  an  idle  and  effeminate  mans^hm 
life,  were  overcome  in  two  engagements  ;  infomuch  that  feai§4. 
Macrinus,  not  daring  to  venture  a  third,  fent  rich  prefents 

»  Dio,  p.  896.    Herod,  lib.  iv.  p.  561.         •  Vit.  Macr.  p.  95,  96. 
E  e  3  foj^ 
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for  ArUbaDes,  afad  all  the  grandees  of  his  courts  and  by 
hlacrlnus  tfaefe  means,  obtained  a  peaee^  which  coft  faim^  according  to 
iwcludis  a  our  biftorian^  fifty  millions  of  drachmas.  Howe^er^  the 
p^Mwith  fenate  decreed  him  the  furname  of  Parthicus,  which  he 
^thiLu'  accepted,  as  appears  from  fome  of  his  medals  p  ;  but  declin- 
ed the  triumph,  which  was  decreed  him  at  the  fame  time^* 
and  At*  Macrinus  appeafed  the  Armenians,  whom  Caracalia  had 

mt\%ans.      likewife  provoked,  by  reftoring  their  king  Tiridates  to  the 
-  U^/jtfr/i       throne,  together  with  thofe  lands  which  they  had  formerly 
liridaNsto  poffefied  in  Cappadocia.     Capitolinus  fpeaks  of  a  war  with 
ik^  throne    the  people  of  Arabia,  in  which  Macrinus  fignalized  his  cod« 
^Armema.  j^age,  and  was  attended  with  great  fuccfefs' ;  but  bf  this  rup- 
ture rio  mention  is  made  by  any  other  hlftorian.    Macrinus, 
having  concluded  a  peace  both  with  the  Parthians  and  Af* 
misnians,  returned  to  Aritioch  •,  and,  by  means  of  many  ex* 
fcellent  laws,  endeavoured  to  reforhi  the  abufes  which  had 
J^revailed  in  the  reign  of  his  prede'cfeffor.     He  declared  all 
the  refcripts  and  decifions  of  the  emperors  null  and  veid^ 
Unlefs  they  Were  found  agreeablfe  to  the  ancient  and  known 
laws  of  Rome,  faying,  It  was  (hateful  thit  the  caprtees  of 
a  Com  modus,    or  a  Caracalla,  fhould  have  the  force  of 
Maerinui's  laWs.     He  putiifhed  crimes  with  great  feverity.    When  any 
feventya-   ^crfons,  whatever  their  i:ank,  were  conviflted  of  adultery^ 
maaif.'^^      he  caufed  the  delinquents  to  be  tied  together;  Snd,  thus 
bound,  to  be  burht  alive.   He  obliged  fugitive  flaves  to  fight 
like  gladiators  :  fometimes  he  ordered  criminals  to  be  fliut 
tip,  and  ftarved  to  death.     He  deprived  of  Hfte  fuch  infor- 
mers as  could  not  make  good  their  accUfations  ;  when  tbej 
did,  they  had  the  lifual  reward,  that  is,  the  fourth  pBttik 
the  criminars  eftate  ;  whence  they  were  called  quadrupla- 
tores;  but  at  the  fame  time  Macrinus  declared  them  in- 
famous.    He  diverted  the  inhabitahts  of  PergamUs  of  all 
the  privileges  lately  granted  theiii  by  Caracalla,  and  ap- 
pointed Dio  Caffius  the  hiftorian  governor  of  thai  city,  and 
M  ittftance  o{  Smyrr\2L*.     A  confpiracy  being  difcovered  againll  him, 
of /its  cU'    .jjg  punifhed  fome  of  the  authors  of  the  plot ;  but  pardoned 
i^^ty*         Arbianus,.Thufcus,  and  Gellius,  of  Whom  the   former  \& 
ftyled  duke  of  Armenia,  and  the  two  latter  lieutenants  of 
Afia  and  Arabia ;  he  even  continued  them  in  their  employ- 
ments, hoping  to  gain  their  attachment  by  cleinelicy.    Wb 
are  told  by  Capitolinus,  that  Diadumenus  wrote  on  this  oc- 
cafion  to  his  father,  and  likewife  to  the  emprefe  his  mother, 
complaining  of  the   indulgence   which  the  emperor  had 
fhewn,  and  begging  that  they  might  be  executed  Without 

P  Noi  is.  de  Dio.  p.  1 9.  *?  Dio,  lib.  Ixxviii.  p.  900.  '  Vit. 
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mercy  ^  But.  we  cannot  perfuade  ourfelves,  tliat  Diadu- 
menusy  then  only  nine  or  ten  years  old|  was  capable  of 
\irriting  fuch  letters. 

We  have  hitherto  feen  nothing  in  Macrinus  to  condemn :  Raifes  only 
however,  he  was  not  without  his  faults ;  for  he  deprived  p^rjbns  of 
thofc  who  were  nobly  born  of  their  employments,  and  V^^^^^'j 
afterwards  raifed  to  the  higheft  pofts  perfons  of  his  own  n^f^^iu 
condition,  though  in  general  void  of  all  merit.     Thus  he 
appointed  Adventus,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken  before,  go- 
vernor of  Rome,  and  prince  of  the  fenate,  even  before  he 
vras  a  fenator,  though  altogether  unequal  to  that  high  office. 
He  recalled  from  the  government  of  Pannonia  and  Dacia, 
Sabinus  and  Caftinus,  men  of  merit  and  diftin6):ion.     He 
fent  Marcius  Agrippa,  a  manumitted  flave,  formerly  ba- 
ni{hed  by  Severus  for  treafonable  pra£^ices,  to  fucceed  the 
former ;  and  fubftituted  Decius  Triccianus,  a  man  of  no 
rank,  in  the  room  of  the  latter.     He  puniflied  the  leaft 
tranfgreffion  or  negle£t  of  duty  in  the  foldiers,  with  fuch 
feverity,  that  inftead  of  Macrinus,  he  was  called  by  them 
MacelUnus,  from  the  word  macellum,  fignifying  Jhambles. 
In  the  reign  of  Caracalia,  they  had  been  quartered  in  the 
cities,  where  they  indulged  themfelves  with  impunity  in  all 
manner  of  licentioufnels  \  but  Macrinus  obliged  them  to 
live  under  tents  in  the  fields,  and  would  not  fuffer  them  to 
approach  or  enter  any  city,  in  order  to  inure  them  to  a  re- 
gular and  military  life.    This  hardfliip  they  could  not  en-  ///  ^ifoh* 
dure,  efpecially  as  the  emperor  himfelf  indulged  in  plea-  Uges  the 
fures  at  Antioch,  while  they  in  the  field  often  wanted  nc-  >/^'>'"J  hj 
ceflaries.     They  therefore  began  to  regret  the  lofs  of  Cara-  ^^^'^^^f' 
calk,  id  hate  the  very  name  of  Macrinus,  and  publicly  to  rlly.^' 
reproach  him  with  the  meannefs  of  his  birth,  and  former 
life.     At  the  fame  time  they  were  acquainted,  that  he  had 
been  the  chief  author  of  the  murder  of  Caracalia ;  an  in- 
formation which  inccnfed  them  againft  him  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  they  only  wanted  a  favourable  opportunity  to  re- 
volt from  Macrinus,  and  appoint  another  emperor  in  his 
room  i  a  ftep  which  they  took  accordingly  in  the  following 
year,  when  Macrinus  and  Aventus  were  confuls. 

This  revolution  was  efFe£ted  by  the  contrivance  and  arti-  j  con/pi» 
ficcs  of  Msefa,  fifter  to  the  late  emprcfs  Julia,  a  woman  of  racyf^rm* 
great  cunning,  dexterity,  experience,  and  courage.  She  had  '^^^i^^^fi 
Svcd  at  court  with  her  fifter  during  the  reigns  of  Severus        ' 
and  Caracalia,  and  had  acquired  great  knowiege  of  affair^, 
as  well  as  immenfe  wealth  ;  which  Macrinus  fufFered  her 
to  enjoy  after  the  murder  of  Caracalia,  but  ordered  her  to 
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quit  the  court,  and  retire  to  Emefa  in  Phoenicna,  her  native 
city.  She  had  two  daughters ;  namely,  Julia  Soemis^  or 
Soemias,  and  Julia  Mamaea.  Each  of  thefe  had  a  fon. 
Julia  Soemis  was  the  mother  of  Varius  Avitus  Baflianus ; 
and  Alexianus  was  the  fon  of  Julia  Mamsea.  When  Maefa 
retired  to  Emefa,  (he  took  her  two  ^erandfons  with  ber, 
Avitus  being  then  thirteen  years,  and  Alexianus  only  nine ; 
and  caufed  them  both  to  be  confecrated  to  the  Sun,  the 
chief  deity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Emefa,  who  had  ereded 
a  ftately  temple  to  him,  under  the  name  of  Eleagabalus. 
BaiBanus,  the  eldeft  of  the  two,  was  appointed  pontiff  of 
that  deity,  and  thence  called  Eleagabalus,  or,  as  he  is  com- 
monly ftyled  by  hiftorians,  Heliogabalus  ^  i  for  bis  name 
has  occasioned  great  difputes  among  the  learned.  As  the 
temple  of  the  Sun  was  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Macrinus's 
camp,  the  Roman  foldiers  going  frequently  to  vifit  the 
deity  of  the  place,  were  very  much  charmed  with  the  come- 
linefs  of  the  young  pontiflF,  who  was  tall  and  genteel,  well" 
ihaped,  and  had  fomething  in  his  air  and  looks  extremely 
gracious  and  pleafing.  Msefa,  obferving  her  grandfon  thus 
admired  by  the  foldiery,  refolved  to  improve  the  opportu- 
nicy,  pretending,  that  Heliogabalus  was  the  fon  of  Cara- 
calla ;  that  (he  pofTefled  immenfe  treafures,  and  would  wil- 
lingly enrich  fuch  as  (hould  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the  de- 
ceafed  emperor's  fon.  The  foldiers,  who  were  encamped 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Emefa,  believing  Heliogabalus  to 
be  the  real  fon  of  Caracalla,  and  allured  by  the  great  pro^ 
mifes  of  Maefa,  invited  her  with  her  grandfon  to  their  camp ; 

fjefiogaba-  and,  upon  their  arrival,  proclaimed  Heliogabalus  emperor, 

ius  is  by       by  the  name  of  M.  Aurelius  Antoninus,  and  invefted  him 

fimepre*     ^{[}^  ^XX  the  enfigns  of  fovereignty  ^. 

\m^tor,  Macrinus,  who  was  then  at  Antioch,  inftead  of  march- 

ing in  perfon  to  quafli  the  revolt  at  once,  as  he  might  have 
eafily  done,  contented  himfelf  with  fending  Ulpius  JuVia- 
nus,  one  of  the  captains  of  the  guards,  with  fome  troops, 
againft  the  mutineers.  JuHanus  attacked  their  camp  with 
great  refolution,  and  might  have  made  himfelf  matter  of  it 
the  very  firft  day,  the  foldiers  under  his  command  being 
moftly  Moors,  and  confequently  greatly  attached  to  Macri- 
nus their  countryman  ;  but  Julianus  checking  their  ardour, 
and  putting  ofF  the  aflault  to  the  next  day,  in  hopes  the 
levolters  would  in  the  mean  time  fubmit,  they  raifed  new 
works  during  the  night;  fuftained  the  afiault  next  morning 
with  great  refolution  \  and,  by  (hewing  Heliosabalus  on 

«  Herod,  lib.  v.  p.  561.    Dio,  in  Excerpt.  Val.'  p.  iii.    Macr. 
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the  ramparts,  and  with  him  the  trcafures  they  had  received 
from  Maefa,  induced  the  Romans  under  Julianus,  and 
highly  incenfed  againft  Macrinus,  to  murder  their  own  offi- 
cers, and  join  them.  Julianus  immediately  fled,  and  lay 
for  fome  time  concealed ;  but  being  at  length  difcovered, 
one  of  the  foldiers  ftruck  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  to  the 
emperor,  wrapped  up  in  a  linen  cloth,  and  fealed  with  Ju- 
lianus's  own  feal,  pretending  it  to  be  that  of  Heliogabalus ; 
and  made  his  efcape  while  the  emperor  was  unfolding  it. 
Alacrinus  concluding  that  he  bad  been  betrayed  and  defeat* 
ed,  haftened  to  the  camp  of  the^  Albanians,  that  is,  of  the 
foldiers  who  had  their  fixed  quarters  at  Alba,  and  were 
then  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Apamea;  ac- 
quainted them  in  a  very  injudicious  fpeech  with  the  revolt 
of  the  troops  near  Emefa ;  declared  Heliogabalus,  his  cou-* 
fin  Alexianus,  both  their  mothers,  and  their  grandmother 
Msefa,  public  enemies ;  and  proclaimed  his  fon,  Diadu*  Maerinus 
menus,  Auguftus,  and  his  partner  in  the  empire,  promifing,  /ff^^'-^'w 
on  that  occaiion,  to  each  foldier  five  thoufand  drachmas,  dJm^^' 
and  paying  them  of  that  fum  one  thoufand  qn  the  fpot.  At  emperor. 
the  fame  time  he  informed  the  fenate  of  the  revolt  of  the 
troops,  and  the  promotion  of  his  fon,  and  enjoined  them 
to  promife  to  the  people,  in  his  name,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  drachmas  a  man.  The  fenate,  by  whom  Maerinus  was 
greatly  revered,  confirmed  the  title  of  Auguftus  to  his  fon, 
and  declared  Heliogabalus  a  public  enenfy. 

From  Apamea  the  emperor  returned  to  Antioch^  inftead  Moft  tf 
of  marching  without  delay,  againft  the  rebels  at£mei)i;  the  troops 
which  city  was  but  at  a  fmall  diftance.  He  was  fcarce  ''^'^^' 
gone,  when  the  Albanians,  and  the  other  troops  encamped 
in  that  neighbourhood,  declared  for  Heliogabalus,  who  ad- 
vanced to  Antioch,  to  attack  Maerinus,  before  he  had  time 
to  afTemble  his  other  forces.  The  emperor,  upon  the  news 
of  his  approach,  marched  oikt  of  the  city  at  the  head  of 
the  praetorian  bands ;  and  the  two  armies  meeting  on  the 
confines  of  Syria  and  Phcenicia,  a  bloody  engagement  en- 
fued,  in  which  the  troops  of  Heliogabalus,  after  a  long  and 
vigorous  refiftance,  began  to  give  ground  ;  but  were  brought 
back  to  the  charge  by  Msefa,  Soemis,  the  mother  of  Helio- 
gabalus, and  by  Heliogabalus  himfelf,  who  fignalized  his 
valour  on  that  occafion  in  a  very  eminent  manner.  The 
fight  being  thus,  renewed,  Maerinus,  being  naturally  timo- 
rous, fled,  when  he  faw  the  troops  of  Heliogabalus  return 
to  the  charge.  The  prxtorian  guards  kept  their  ground, 
even  after  his  flight,  till  Heliogabalus  afiured  them  upon 
his  oath,  that  they  (hould  not  be  difcharged,  but  ihoujd 
enjoy  under  him  ail  the  privileges  and  exemptions  which 

had 
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had  been  granted  them  by  other  emperors :  then  they  de» 
dared  for  him,  as  the  other  troops  had  already  done  K 
Macrinus  retired  to  Andoch,  and  there  publiOiing  that  he 
had  gained  a  complete  vi£iory,  ordered  his  fon  to  (belter 
himfelf  in  the  country  of  the  Parthians ;  and  before  the 
news  of  his  defeat  were  publicly  known,  fled  himfelf  in 
difguife,  taking  with  him  letters  for  thofe  who  had  care  of 
the  pofts,  pretending  that  he  had  been  fent  by  the  emperor 
upon  fome  important  affair  that  required  difpatch.     Thus 
he  crofTed  undifcovered  the  provinces  of  Cilicia,  Cappado- 
cia,  Galatia,  and  Bithynia.     To  avoid  Nicomedia,  he  em- 
barked at  a  port  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  pity,  called 
Eribolus,  with  a  defign  to  go  by  fea  to  Chalcedon,  and  from 
thence  to  crofs  over  to  Byzantium  ;  but  being  driven  back 
by  contrary  winds  to  Chalcedon^  when  he  was  upon  the 
point  of  landing  at  Byzantium,  he  was  unfortunately  taken 
ill,  and  difcovered  by  thofe  whom  Heliogabahis  had  fent  to 
purfue  him. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       The  foldiers,  to  whofe  cuftody  he  was  committed,  put 
»5^^-      him  into  a  chariot,  in  order  to  carry  him  to  Heliogabalus; 
^1*  r'  *6&'  ^^^  ^^  having  thrown  himfelf  out  of  the  carriage,  when 
"    '  ^  _'  he  was  informed  that  his  fon  too  had  been  taken,  and  by 
Boih  he       ^^  ^^^^  broken  his  flioulder-bone,  the  foldiers  put  an  end  to 
dnd  his  fon  his  pain  and  life,  by  cutting  off  his  head ;  which  they  car- 
Diadm-       ried  to  Heliogabalus,  who  ordered  it  to  be  expofed  on  the 
menes  put    p^jnt  of  a  fpear  y.     Such  was  the  end  of  Macrinus,  in  the 
'*    ^   *      fifty^fourth  year  of  his  ag^,  after  he  had  reigned  near 
four  months.     His  fon  Diadumenus  was  afterwards  pub* 
licly  extrcMted  by  the  new  emperor's  order,   as  a  com- 
mon malefa^^or,  and  his  head  carried  about,  with  that  of 
his  father,  on  the  point  of  a  fpear.     Bafilianus,  governor 
of  Egypt,  and  Marius  Secundus,  governpr  of  Phoenicia,  rc- 
fufed  to  acknowlege  Heliogabalus,  even  after  the  death  d 
Macrinus;  which  refufal   occationed  feveral  feditions  in 
thofe  countries,  in   one  of  which   great  numbers  of  the 
people  and  foldiery  were  killed,  and  among  the  reft  Se- 
cundus himfelf.      Bafilianus  fled  to  Italy,  and  remained 
fome  time  concealed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brundufium; 
but  was  at  length  betrayed  by  one  of  his  old  friends,  to 
whom  he  had  written  for  relief,  and  by  He liogabalus's  order 
executed  at  Nicomedia,  where  that  prince  paflTed  the  firft 
winter  after  his  acceflion  to  the  empire  *. 

Heliogabalus,  immediately  after  the  defeat  and  flight  of 
Macrinus,  entered  Antioch,  and  from  thence  wrote  to  the 
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fbnate»  iacqtriinting  them  with  the  defeat  of  MacrinUs,  and  HiKoga* 
hid  acceffion  to  the  eAipire,  promifing  to  conform  to  the  balus  ac- 
excellent  inftitntions  of  Auguftus  and  M*  Aurelius,  and  ^"^'^Uged 
to  do  nothing  without  their  advice  and  approbation.     How-  ^Ihe7tnate. 
ever,  as  he  ftyled  himfelf  Auguftus,  the  fon  of  Antoninus, 
that  isj  of  Car^calla,  and  the  grandfon  of  Scverus,  and  like* 
wife  aflumed  the  proconfular  and  tribunitial  power,  and 
the  titles   of  Happy  and  Pious,  before  they  had  been  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  fenate,  his  letter  occafioned  a  ge- 
neral confternation  in  the  city:  neverthelefs  they  confirmed 
&11  the  titlts  he  had  aflumed  5  declared  Macrinus  a  public 
enemy,  and  honpured  both  Maefa  and  Sooemis  with   the 
title  of  Auguftae.    Thus  was  Varius  Avitus  Baffianus,  com- 
monly known  in  hiftory  by  the  name  of  HeliOgabalus,  raifed 
to  the  empire.     He  was  the  moft  profligate,  impious,  in-  His  cha- 
human,  effeminate,  and  prodigal  tyrant  «iat  ever  difgraced  ^^^^r. 
&  diadem.     His  grandmother   Maefa,  a  woman  of  great 
parts  and  experience,  afhamed  of  his  fcandalous  and  unac*- 
countable  conduft,  endeavoured  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power 
to  keep  him  within  fome  bounds ;  but  he,  utterly  defpifing 
her,  only  attended  to  the  wicked  counfels  of  nis  mother 
Soemfe,  and  of  fuch  as  flattered  him  in  his  crimes.  Hence 
he  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  exceeded  Nero  himfelf  in  cru- 
felty,    Caligula  in   prodigality,    and   the   moft  abandoned 
princes.    Who  reigned  either  before   or  after  him,  in  all 
manner  of  lewdnefs  and  debauchery.     He  did  not  reign 
full  four  years,  and  in  that  (hort  time  married  fix  wives  (K). 

But  his  frequent  marriages  and  divorces  did  not  give  fp  His  tHon' 
much  offence,  as  hi«  fcandalous  lewdnefs  and  debaucheries.  A*'^^ 
He  turned  the  imperial  palace  into  a  brothel,  filling  it  with  '^'^^"^fi* 

(K)  Hit  firft  wife  wa6  Jalia  daughter  of  the  emperor  M. 

Cornelia  Paula,  a  lady  of  an  Aurelius,  though  already  wed- 

irreproachable   character,    and  ded  to  Pomponius  BaflTus,  whom 

fpruhg  from  two  of  the  moft  he  caufed  to  be  murdered.  Fau- 

illuftrious    families  in  Rome;  f^ina,  and  three  others,  whoib 

but  he  foon  after  divorced  her,  names  are  unknown,  were  in  a 

and  ftripped  her  of  the  title  of  fhort  time  obliged  to  give  room 

Augufta,  and  all  the  other  ho-  to  Aquilia  Severa  the  Veftal, 

nours   he  had  conferred  upon  whom  he  admitted  again  to  his 

her.     Me  then  married   Julia  bed,    faying,   that    he    hoped, 

Aquilia  Severa,  a  Veftal  virgin,  as  fhe  was  a  prieftefs,  and  he 

which  w^s  accounted  by  the  a  pricft,  to  have  by  her  an  ofF- 

Romans  an  enotmous   crime ;  fpring  worthy  of  the  immortal 

but  foon  divorced  her  to  marry  gods  (i). 


Annia    Fauftina,    the    grand- 

(i)  Dio,  lib.  lxxix.p«  911.    H«rod.  p-  56t. 
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fuch  numbers  of  proftitutes,  for  the  conveniency,  he  (aid, 
of  his  friends  and  favourites,  that  it  feemed  a  city,  fays  He- 
rodian,  inhabited  only  by  lewd  women.     With  them>  and 
his  infamous  companioas,  he  pafTed  the  greateft  part  of 
his  time,  abandoning  himfelf  to  the  moft  fcandalous  and 
unnatural  praAices.     He  often  aflembled  them  in  one  of 
the  halls  of  the  palace ;  appeared  among  them  in  the  ap- 
parel, and  with  the  air,  of  a  proftitute ;  encouraged  them 
in  formal  harangues  to  rejeft  all  modefty,  (hake  off  all  re- 
ftraints,  and  make  it  their  whole  ftudy  to  devife  new  me- 
thods  of  fatisfying  their  luftful  appetites.     In  his  fpeeches 
he  addrefled  them  with  the  title  of  commilitones,  yellow- 
f9ldiers  \  and  indeed  they  were  the  only  foldiers  worthy  of 
fuch  a  general.     After  fome  time  he  drove  many  of  the 
debauched  women  out  of  the  palace,  and  took  catamites  in 
their  room  •,  for  he  was  himfelf  of  that  infamous  tribe, 
having  been  publicly  married  firft  to  Aurelius  Zoticus,  one 
of  his  officers,  and  afterwards  to  Hierocles,  a  flave.    He 
was  not  afliamed  to  fatisfy  his  moft  infamous  and  unna- 
tural lufts  in  public,  in  the  face  of  the  fun,  and  the  whole 
Roman  people,  putting  thereby  out  of  countenance  even 
the  moft  profligate  amongft   his  debauched  companions. 
But  to  dwell  on  fuch  abominable  fcenes  of  impurity  isbe«' 
neath  the  dignity  of  ^n  hiftorian,  and  only  worthy  of  fuch 
a  biographer  as  -Silius  Lampridius,  who  feems  to  take  par- 
ticular delight  in  defcribing  the  deteftable  pollutions  and 
abominations  of  this  lewd  monfter. 
HhproiH'         His  prodigality  was  as  boundlefs  as  his  luft  ;  for,   ip  the 
iMj.         fliort  period  of  his  reign,  he  is  faid  to  have  reduced  almoft 
to  beggary  all  the  fubje6ls  of  the  empire,  and  to  have  left 
at  his  death  the  treafury  entirely  exhaufted.     He  fuflfered 
nothing  to  appear  at  his  table,  but  what  was  brought  from 
the  moft  diftant  countries  at  an  immenfe  charge.     His  pa- 
lace, his  chambers,  and  his  beds,  were  all  furnifhed  with 
cloth  of  gold.    When  he  went  abroad,  all  the  way  between 
his  chamber,  and  the  place  T^here  his  chariot  waited  for 
him,    was  ftrewed  with  gold-duft ;  for  he  thought  it  be- 
neath him  to  tread  upon  the  ground  like  other  men.     All 
his  tables,   chefts,   chairs,    and   fuch  veiTels   as  were  de- 
ftined  for  the  meaneft  ufes,  were  of  pure  gold.  Though  his 
cloaths  were  exceeding  coftly,  and  ornamented  with  jewels 
and  precious  ftones, .  yet  he  is  faid  never  to  have  worn  one 
fuit  twice,  nor  ever  to  have  put  on  again  a  ring  which  he 
had  once  ufed      He   was  conftantly  fcrved  in  gold-plate; 
but  every  night,  after  fupper,  prefentcd  to  his  guefts  and 
attendants  what  had  1)een  ufed  that  day.     He  often  diftri- 
buted  among  the  people  and  foldiery,  not  only  corn  and 

moneyi 
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money,  as  other  emperors  had  done,  but  gold  and  filver- 
piate,  precious  ftones,  and  tickets,  intitling  them  to  im- 
menfe  fums,  which  were  immediately  paid.  He  caufed 
his  fiih-ponds  to  be  filled  with  water  diftilled  from  rofes, 
and  the  naumachia,.  where  fea-fights  were  exhibited,  with 
wine.  His  rooms,  tables,  couches,  and  galleries,  where  he 
walked,  were  daily  ftrewed  with  rofes,  lilies,  and  all  forts  of 
flowers.  His  banquets  and  entertainments  were  cxpenfive 
almoil  beyond  belief,  his  favourite  diflies  being  tongues  of 
peacocks  and  nightingales,  and  the  brains  of  parrots  and 
pheafants.  He  fed  his  dogs  with  the  li vers. of  geefe,  his 
horfes  with  raifins,  and  his  lions  and  other  wild  beafts 
"with  partridges  and  pheafants.  In  fhort,  the  whole  wealth 
of  the  Roman  empire  was  fcarce  fufficient,  fays  Herodian, 
to  fupply  the  extravagance  of  one  man  •.  As  for  his  unac- 
countable follies,  we  refer  our  readers  to  Lampridius,  who  . 
relates  them  at  length  with  all  their  circumftances. 

Heliogabalus,  before  he   left  Syria,  commanded  feveral  Caufesfi^ 
perfons,  both  in  the  Eaft,  and  at  Rome,  to  be  put  to  death  ^  'ueralptr* 
From  Syria  the  new  emperor  inarched  to  Nicomedia  in  Bi-  ^^^'JIJY' 
thynia,  where  he-  paflcd  the  winter,  and  exhibited  many  /*„«*,  ^ 
fre(h  inftances  of  his  cruel  and  inhuman  temper,  caufing,  dUrtd, 
befid^s  many  others,  one  Gannys  to  be  murdered,  for  ad- 
vifing  him  in  a  friendly  manner  to   abandon  hVs  former 
vices,  and  behave   like  a  Roman  emperor.     Gannys  was; 
one  of  Maefa's  domeftics,  but  fo  highly  favoured  by  Helioga- 
balus, on  account  of  his  fidelity,  and  the  zeal  he  had  fhewn 
in  his  caufe,  that  he  defigned  to  marry  his  mother  to  him, 
and  declare  him  Caefar.     However,  his  prefuming  to  find 
fault  with  his  vices  provoked  the  emperor  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  ordered  Gannys  to  be  executed  upoii  the  fpot,  and 
gave  him  with  his  own  hand  the  firft  blow  *. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  Heliogabalus  en^ 
tered  upon  his  firft  confulfliip,  having  for  his  colleague  one 
Sacerdos,  of  whom  we  find  no  farther  mention  in  hiftory. 
Early  in  the  fpring  the  emperor  fet  out  for  Rome,  where 
he  vvas  received  both  by  the  people  and  fenate  with  great 
demonftrations  of  joy,   though    no  one  doubted  but  he 
would  prove  a  fecond  Nero  or  Caligula.   Next  day  he  went  Hi  ranks 
to  the  fenate,  and  t;aking  With  him  his  grandmother  placed  hisgrand* 
:  her  next  to  the  coiifuls,  ordered  her  name  to  be  enrolled  «»^^'*^'' 
among  thofe  of  the  other  fenators,  and  appointed  that  flie  ^^^^Vs^^ 
fhould  vote  as  the  reft,  and  be  confulted  in  all  matters  of  andinfll'^ 
importance.    For  his  mother  Soemis  he  inftituted  a  fenate,  tutesafe- 


natt  oj 
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-confifting  only  of  women,  and  declared  her  their  head  or 
prefident.     Their  confultations,  debates,  and  decrees,  turn- 
ed upon  the  drefs  and  apparel  of  the  Roman  matrons,  their 
ranks  and  dignities,  their  vifits,  ceremonies,  and  other  im- 
Yr.  of  Fl.  portant  matters  of  the  like  namre^*    The  emperor  faimfelf 
S567.      was  not  employed  in  afiairs  of  greater,  moment,  being 
A.D.  »i9.  wholly  taken  up  in  eftablifliing  the  worfliip  of  his  favou- 
*^'      ^  ^'  rite  deity.    He  ere£^ed  a  magnificent  temple,  worfliipped 
EMabii/bis    ^^^  ^^^^  ceremonies  never  before  pradlifed  at  Rome,  pre- 
thi  nvor-     ferred  him  even  to  Jupiter,  and  to  all  the  other  gods  of 
Jbip  of  thi    the  Romans,  who,  he  faid,  were  but  the  /ervants  of  his 
**  w^^"     8^^ »  ^"^  declared,  that  he  would  fufFer  no  other  divinitf 
gabams*      ^^  j^  adored  at  Rome,  or  elfewhere,  but  Eleagabalus.  Witk 
this  view  he  prophaned  all  other  temples,  ftripped.themof 
their  ornaments,  and  attempted  to  convey  into  the  temple 
of  his  own  god  the  perpetual  fire  of  Vefta,  the  ftatue  of 
Cybele,  the  bucklers  of  Mars,  the  palladium  brought  from 
Tf oy,  as  was  fuppofed,  by  -/Eneas,  and  whatever  clfe  was 
regarded  by  the  Romans  as  moft  facred.    From  Carthage 
he  ordered  the  goddefs  Coeleftis  to  be  brought  to  Rome, 
ind  with  her  all  the*  rich  ornaments  belonging  to  her  tem- 
ple, married  her  to  Eleagabalus,  and  caufed  the  nuptials 
of  the  two  deities  to  be  celebrated  with  great  pomp  and  fo*- 
lemnity*(L). 

In  the  following  year  Heliogabalus  entered  upon  his  &- 
cond  confulfliip,  having  for  his  colleague  Eutychianus,  sui 
imperial  freedman,  and  a  celebrated  buffoon,  whence  he 
was  furnamed  Comazon,  which,  in  the  Gree]^  tongue  fig«- 

d  Heliog.  Vit.  p.  io»,  105,  io6«  e  HeriH^.  liU  v.  p«  sl^%, 

Dio^  lib.  Ixxix.  p  911. 

(L)  Die  Cgflius  tells  us,  that  panned  by  the  minifters  of  his 

in  honour  of  his  god,  he  ab-  cruelty,  difperfed  all  over  Italy 

ftained    from    hogs^fiefii,    and  for  that  purpofe  (2).     DioCaf- 

caufed  himfelf  to  be  circumcif-  fius  obferves,    that  he  cauibd 

ed  ( I ) ;  and  Herodian  faj^s,  he  feverat  illuftrious  perfons  to  be 

ereded     another     magnificent  inhumanly  murdered  this  year ; 

temple  for  him  in  the  couptry,  and,  afnon|rthe  re(l^  Sjciua  C«- 

whither  he  conveyed  him  every  rus,   Valenaqus  PjEet|is,    Silit|i 

year  in  the  beginning  of  the  Meifala,  and  Fomponhis  Baflus, 

fummer.     The    fame     author  all  fenators  of  great  dili:in<aioD, 

adds,  that  befides  many  other  for  no  other  crime  than  hav- 

vidtims,  he  facrificed  children  ing  fhewn  an  averfion    to  his 

to  him,  moftly  fprung  from  no*  conduft  (3). 
ble  families,  and  privately  tre- 

(1)  Die  in  Excerpt.  VaK  p.  76*.  (2)  Hero*  lib.  v.  p.  <«. 

Hchog,  Vit.  p.  103.  (j)  Dio,  p.  908,  909. 
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nlfies  ^u>aggijh  or  gay^    He  had  greatly  contributed  to  the 
fife  of  Heiiogabalus;  for,  at  his  inftigation,    the  troops 
near  Emefa  had  declared  for  him ;  on  which  account  the 
emperor  immediately  appointed  him  captain  of  the  guards^ 
and  conferred  upon  him  the  confular  ornaments.    This 
year   he  honoured   him  with  the  confular   dignity;  an4 
when  his  confuUhip  expired,  appointed  him  governor  of 
Rome  ^     Next  year,  when  Gratus  Sabinianus  and  Seleucus 
were  confuls,  Msefa,  forefeeing  that  the  Romans  could  not 
long  endure  fuch  a  prince  as  Heliogabalus^  prevailed  upon 
him  to  adopt  his  coufin  Alexianus,  and  declare  him  Caefar,  AUxianus 
though  at  that  time  only  twelve,  or,  at  moid,  thirteen  years  ^^pud* 
old.     The    ceremony  was  performed  with  extraordinary  ^fif^f^' 
pomp»  and  the  young  prince  took  the  names  of  Alexander  '     ^^^* 
and  Severus ;  the  former  from  the  king  of  Macedon,  and 
the  latter  from  the  emperor,  his  fuppofed  grandfather  s. 
Heliogabalus  treated  him  at  firft  in  a  very  friendly  and 
kind  manner,  hoping  to  draw  him  over  to  his  lewd  courfes ; 
but  finding  that  the  excellent  youth  could  not  be  induced 
to  foUo>2^  his  example,  and  that  he  was  more  beloved  both 
by  the  people  and  foldiery  than  himfelf,  he  began  to  repent 
his  having  adopted  him,  and  gave  private  orders  to  thofe  fffi^aia* 
who  were  trufted  with  the  care  of  his  education,  to  dif-  lusrepemts 
patch  him.     But  all  their  attempts  being  rendered  abortive,  hu  adopt' 
by  the  care  and  circumfpeftion  of  Mamaea,  mother  to  the  ^"S  *'*»» 
young  prince,  and  of  his  grandmother  Maefa,  who  betrayed  ^^^^^'^^ 
all  the  emperor's  fecrets,  Heliogabalus,  tranfported  with  ^if^f^, 
rage,  ordered  the  fenate  to  degrade  -  Alexianus  from  the 
dignity  of  Cxfar,  and  annul  the  late  adoption.  At  the  fame 
time  he  difpatched  aiTaffins  to  murder  him ;  and,  retiring 
to  an  old  palace  on  Mount  Efquilin,  waited  till  news  (hould 
be  brought  him  of  bis  death.    But  in  the  mean  time,  the 
praetorian  guards,  apprifed  of  the  danger  that  threatened 
the  young  prince,  flew  to  the  palace,  and  would  have  put 
the  emperor  himfelf  to  de^th,  had  he  not  gained  them  by 
prodigious  promifes,  abandoned  to  their  rage  all  his  de- 
bauched companions,  and  fuch  as  were  deemed  enemies  to 
Alexander ;  and  folemnly  declared,  that  he  defigned  for 
the  future  to  lead  a  different  life,  and   to  redrefs  all  the 

! grievances  of  which,  he  faid,  they  had  but  too  much  rea- 
on  to  complain  ^. 

Next  year  he  entered  upon  his  third  confulfliip,  and  pre- 
tending to  be  reconciled  to  Alexander,  chofe  him  for  his 
colleague ;  but  being  determined,  at  all  events,  notwith- 

f  Dioy  p.  S88.  s  Herod.  lib.  v.  p.  570,  ^  Die,  p.  915. 

HerQd.  lib.  v.  p*  570*    JHellogab.  Vit.  p.  io6« 
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ftanding  his  late  proteftations,  to  rid  himfelf  of  fo  txqtihle^ 
fome  a  rival,  in  the  firft  placei  he  ordered  all  the  fenatersta 
quit  the  city,  left  they  (hould  fruftrate  his  defigns ;  and 
then,  cauiing  Alexander  to  be  fhut  up  in  the  palace,  gave 
out,  that  he  vras  fudd'enly  taken   ill,  and  almoft  paft  re-> 
'  covery.    This  report  he  circulated  in  order  to  difcover  the 
fkgj$Uigrs  difpofition  of  the  foldiery;  who  no  fooner  heard  it,  than 
mBttMf*       they  flew  to  arms,  and  demanded  to  fee  Alexander.     The 
young  prince  was  accordingly  brought  to  them,  and  by  the 
emperor  himfelf  condudied  to  the  camp,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy,  while  no 
I       one  took  the^leaft  notice  of  Heliogabalus ;  a  circumftance 
which  provoked  the  tyrant  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  orders 
ed  thofe  who  had  applauded  Alexander  to  be  punifhed  as 
traitors.     But  the  reft,  refcuing  them  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  executioners,    crouded  about   the  emperor,  uttering 
dreadful  menaces ;  which  fo  terrified  him,  that  he  attempt- 
ed  to  fave  himfelf  by  flight,  thofe  who  attended   him  to 
the  camp  endeavouring  to  difperfe  the  multitude.  A  quarrel 
'  enfued  between  the  partifans  of  the  two  princes,  in  which 

thofe  who  favoured  Heliogabalus  were  foon  defeated,  and 
cut  in  pieces,  with  Hierocles,  that  prince's  chief  favourite, 
the  captains  of  the  guards,  and  all  the  minifters  who  at* 
tended  him.    The  emperor  himfelf  withdrew,  during  the 
conteft,  into  the  moft  filthy  place  of  the  camp,  and  confe- 
quently  the  moft  worthy  ot  him,  where  he  was  foon  dif- 
Yr.  of  Fl.  covered,  and  murdered  by  the  enraged  foldiery,  together 
»57o.      with  his  mother  Soemis,  who  had  retired  thither  with  him, 
U  c'  Q7o'  *"^  ^^^^  ^'™  ^^^  whole  time  in  her  arms.  Both  their  heads 
-  *  were  ftruck  ofFj  and  after  their  bodies  were  ignominioufly 

Hilicgaba-  dragged  through  the  city,  and  moft  outrageoufly  infulted 
/«/  and  his  by  the  populace,  that  of  Heliogabalus  was,  with  a  great 
fMihir        weight  fattened  to  it,  thrown  from  the  j£milian  bridge: 
munlired    *"^°  ^^^  Tiber  *.     Such  was  the  deferved  end  of  Helioga* 
balus,  the  moft  wicked  and  moft  debauched  of  all  the  Ro- 
man emperors,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  after  he 
had   reigned   three   years,  nine  months»   and  four  days* 
The  fenate  caufed  the  name  of  Antoninus,  which  he  had 
affumed  and  difgraced  with  his  lewd  life,  to  be  erafed  from 
the  public  regifters,  and  all  infcriptions ;  and  pafied  a  decree, 
excluding  for  ever  women  from  the  fenate,  and   loading 
with  curies  fuch  as  fliould  for  the  future  attempt  to  tran&> 
grefs  this  law. 
Alexander       Upon  the  death  of  Heliogabalus,  his  coufin  Alexander, 
declared      then  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  was  proclaimed  em- 
emperor.  ' 

*  Herod,  p.  57  j,    Heliog.  Vit.  p.  xo6. 
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peiror  by  the  foldicry,  dnd  conduft«4  from  the  camp  to  th« 
fenate^  ^x^here  he  was  received  with  all  poCTible  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy,  and  honoured  vrith  the  titles  of.  Auguftus,  of 
Father  of  his  Coufitry,  and  ail  the  other  marks  oJF  diftinc'^ 
tion  peculiar  to  the  imperial  dignity.  "At  the  fame  time 
they  offered  him  the  name  of  Antoninus,  and  the  furname 
of  Great  \  but  he  modeftly  declined  thein  both.    He  Was  ///j  ^/^^^j 
the   fon  of  Julia  Mamsea,  or  Mammeea,  and  of  Genefiud  and  tducar- 
Marcianus,  a  Syrian.     He.was  a  native  of  the  city  of  Acra  tioti. 
in   Phoenicia,  and  born,  according  to  Lampridius  S  in  a 
temple  confecrated  to  Alexander  the  Great ;  whence,  upon 
his   being  adopted  by  Heliogabalus,  he  took  the  name  of 
Alexander.     His  former  name  was  Baffiaii us,  according  to 
Dio^Caflius ;  but,  if  we  follow  Herodian,  Alexianus,  his 
grandfather's  name.     His  father  dying  when  he  was  very  jUj^^fj^^ 
young,   his  mother  brought  him  up  with  great  care,  em-  Julia  Ma* 
ploying  only  fuch  perfons  to  inftruft  him  as  were  equally  tiuea^ 
renowned  for  their  probity  and  learning.     He  applied  him-- 
felf  from  his  infancy  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek  and  Lafin*^ 
tongues,  and  was  as  well  verfed  in  the  former  as  any  man 
of  his   age  ;  but  his  improvement  in  the  latter  was  not  fo 
great,  as  appeared  from  his  fpeeehes  to  the  lenate,  to  the 
foldiery,  and  to  the  people'  ;  neither  did  he  admire  the  La* 
tin  eloquence  fo  much  as  the  Greek.  He  was  well  flcillcd  in 
all  the  othef  branches  of  polite  learning,  and  had  made  great 
progrefs  in  the  arts  of  painting,  finging,  and  playing  upon 
inftruments..     From  his  infancy  he  gave  innumerable  Jn- 
ftances  of  a  moft  mild,  humane,  and  generous  temper; 
ftiewed  an  utter  avcrfion  to  bloodihed,  and  all  manner  ojf 
cruelty  ;  and  made  it  his  chief  ftudy  to  plcafe  and  oblige, 
not  only  his  parents  and  relations,  but  even  his  domcftics. 

As  he  paid  an  entire  deference  to  hfs  mother  'Mam«;i,  ^ts  fvn^ 
.and  grandmother  Maefa,  both  women  of  great  experience  I'^^^* 
and  extraordinary  parts,  at  their  defire  he  chofe,  as  foon 
as  he  was  raifed  to  the  empire,  fix  teen  fenators  for  his 
council,  all  men  of  known  integrity,  and  long  experienced 
in  public  affairs.  The  refpeft  he  paid  to  his  mother  was 
fo  great,  that  Herodian  reckons  it  among  hi9  faults ;  for 
though  he  was  himfelf  a  man  of  extraordinary  talents,  qf 
fuch  difcernment  and  penetiation,  fays  Lampridius,  that 
no  one  ever  deceived  him,  yet  he  conftantly  preferred  b^r 
opinion  to  his  own  "*.  He  gave  her  name  to  feveral  build- 
ings, which  they  ftiU  retained  in  the  fourth  century  " ;  and 
caufed  her  to  be  honoured  with  the  titles  of  Augufta,  of 

^  Vit.  Alex.  p.  114..  ^  Ibid,  p.  115.  ^  Herod,  lib.  vL 

P*  575*        "  Ammian,  lib.  xxwii.  p-  37«« 
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Mother  of  her  Country,  of  the  Armies,  and  of  the  Senate, 
which  had  been  formerly  conferred  on  Julia,  the  wife  of 
dUxamdtr   Scverus /*.    As   Mamaea  profeffcd,  in  all  likelihood,   the 
/^JJfjr'^^'  Chriftian  religion,  no  wonder  that  Alexander  fhewed  great 
Ckr^mfu.   i^^|^lgence  to  the  Chriftians,  and  would  not  fuflfer  them  to 
be  profecuted  on  account  of  their  religious  tenets.    He 
feems  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  morals  of  the 
Chriftian  religion  \  for  he  had  conftantly  in  his  mouth  that 
golden  rule,  **  Do  as  you  would  be  done  by  -^  caufed  it  to 
be  fet  up  over  the  gates  of  his  palace,  and  on  feveral  public 
edifices  \  and  obferved  it  himfelf,  if  the  writers  of  his  life 
may  be  credited,  with  the  greateft  exa£tnefs  p.    During  the 
firft  year  of  his  reign,  he  was  wholly  engaged  in  reforming 
the  many  enormous  abufes  which  had  prevailed  in  the  oourt 
under  his  predecefTor.    With  this  view  he  banifhcd  all  the 
freedmen,  flaves*  eunuchs,  players,  and  buffoons,  who  bad 
borne  any  authority  in  the  late  reign ;  and  chofe  in  their 
room  perfons  of  blamelefs  chara£iers  and  known  integrity. 
Dtfekargit       Having  by  thefe  means  reformed  the  court,  he  made  a 
tAtmim-      ftri£k  enquiry  into  the  manners  and  condu£t  of  the  public 
/irs  ofthi   officers,  efpecially  of  the  governors  of  provinces ;  and  dif- 
iM€tmp9'    ^.jjafgeji  ijjioft  of  thofe  who  had  "been  employed  by  Helio- 
gabalus.    Such  as  had  opprefTed  the  people  committed  to 
their  care,  were  banifhed;  and  the  reft  reduced  to  their 
former  condition,  as  perfons  altogether  unfit  for  any  public 
ofiice.    Next  year,  when  L.  Marius  Maximus  and  L.  Rof- 
cius  w£lianus  were  confuls,  the  emperor's  nuptials  were  ce- 
lebrated with  extraordinary  pomp  and  magnificence.    He 
married  Sulpitia  Memmia^  the  daughter  of  Sulpitius,  a 
confular,  and  grand-daughter  of  Catulus.    As  the  whole 
empire  enjoyed  at  this  time  a  profound  pescce,  nothing  re- 
markable happened  either  at  Rome,  or  in  the  provinces,  in 
the  two  following  years ;  in  the£rft  of  which  Julianus  and 
Crifpinus  were  confuls,  and,  in  the  fecond,   Fufcus  and 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Dexter.     But  in  the  fourth  year  of  Alexander's  reign,  Ar- 
»574-       taxerxes,  having  utterly  ruined  the  Parthian,  and  re-efta- 
A.  D.  ia6.  |j[ifhgjj  ti^e  Perfian  empire,  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  pow- 
^/    '  ^^  '  erful  army  againft  the  Romans,  with  a  defign  to  recover 
7ht  Pit'     Mefopotamia,  and  the  other  provinces  which  had  formerly 
fian  empire  belonged  to  the  Perfians.    His  approach  occafioned  great 
rt^efia"        confternation  in  Syria ;  and  many  of  the  Romans  quartered 
klifitd.        jjj  Mefopotamia,  abandoning  the  caftles  which  they  gar- 
rifoned,  lifted  in  his  army  5  fo  that  he  might  with  grcn 
cafe  have  over-run  not  only  Mefopotamia,  but  likewife  Sy- 
ria, had  he  not  attacked  the  city  of  Atra,  before  which 

*  Spon.  p.  i94«  P  Alex.  Vit  p.  is** 
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J^lace  lie  loft  fuch  numbers  of  his  men,  without  being  able 
to  reduce  it,  that,  dropping  for  the  prefent  his  expedition 
againft  the  Romans,  he  was  forced  to  march  back  into  his 
own  country,  after  having  ravaged  great  part  of  Media,  and 
made  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts  upon  Armenia  % 

The  fixth  year  of  Alexander's  reign,  during  the  conful-  the  dtatk 
fliip  of  Modeftus  and  Probus,  was  remarkable  for  the  death  rf  Ulpian. 
of  the  celebrated  civilian  Domitius  Ulpianus,  who,  being 
appointed  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  eftablifh  the  ancient  difcipiine,  provoked  their  hatred 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  after  having  in  vain  folicited  Alex- 
ander to  remove  him,  they  at  length  murdered  him  in  the 
cmperoPs  prefence.  The  chief  authors  of  his  death  w.erc 
puniihed  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  and  the  moft  fadious 
among  the  guards  ignominioufly  difcharged.  In  the  room 
of  Ulpian,  the  emperor  preferred  Decimus,  and  Julius 
Paulus,  a  native  of  Padua,  who  had  been  baniflicd  by  He- 
liogabalus,  and  was  perhaps  as  well  (killed  in  the  laws  as 
Ulpian  '• 

During  this  year  feveral  tumults  happened  at  Rome,  and  ThifaUiirs 
in  the  provinces.    The  troops  quartered  in  Mefopotamia  »»«/'«>  in 
revolted,  murdered  their  general  Flavins  Heracleo,  and  de-  ^j^'^^^ 
ferted  in  great  numbers  to  the  Perfians.    The  troops  in  Sy-  ^^^^^^^'^ 
ria  proclaimed  Taurinus  emperor,  who,  as  they  had  con- 
ferred that  honour  upon  him  againft  his  will,  made  his  ef- 
cape  ;  and  being  purfued  by  the  mutinous  foldiery,  threw 
himfelf  into  the  Euphrates,  and  was  drowned  *.     Zofimua 
and  Synceilus  fpeak  of  Uranus,  who,  having  ufurped  the 
empire  at  Edefla  rn  Ofrhoene)  was  defeated  by  the  troops 
that  remained  faithful  to  Alexander.     At  Rome,  the  prae- 
torian guards  attempted  to  raife  Antoninus  to  the  empire ; 
but  he  declining  that  diftin£bion,  withdrew  into  the  coun- 
try, and  never  afterwards  appeared  in  the  city  *.    But  Ovi-  (Mniut 
nius  Camillus,  a  fenator,  fprung  from  one  of  the  moft  illuf-  CamiUuip 
trious  families  in  Rome,  ftudying  to  gain  the  a0e£lions  of  ^fP'^^g  '• 
the  foldiery,  in  order  to  raife  himfelf,  by  their  means,  to  itw7r/^N 
the  empire,  Alexander  was  no  fooner  informed  of  his  pri-  ^  ly  jSix* 
vate  praflices,  than  he  fent  for  him  to  court,  and  thanked  anir. 
him  for  offering  to  take  upon  himfelf  fo  great  a  burden, 
ftyled  him  his  colleague,  took  him  with  him  to  the  fenate^ 
allotted  him  an  apartment  in  the  palace,  caufed  him  {o  be 
attired  in  a  far  more  pompous  habit  than  his  own,  and 
treated  him  in  every  refpect  as  his  partner  in  the  empire. 

q  Dio,  lib.  Ixxx.  p.  oi8,  &  in  Excerpt.  Val.  p.  769.  Herod,  lib. 
vi.  p  176,  r  Vit.  Alex.  p.  i  v  '  ^io,  lib.  Ixxx.  p.  917,  91s* 
'  Synceil.  p.  357*    Zof.  p.  639. 
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Aa  a  war  broke  out  at  this  time,  whicli  required  the  emi- 
peroPs-  prefence,  Alexander  offered  the  command  of  the 
army  to  Camilius  \  but  he  declining  it,  the  emperor  hqpcd 
he  would  at  ieaft  fliare  with  him  the  fatimes  and  glory  <^ 
that  expedition.  Accordingly  they  both  departed  from 
Rome  on  foot ;  but  Camilius,  who  was  not  inured  to  a  mi- 
litary life,  being  tired  after  five  mUes  march,  Alexander  fo- 
licited  him  to  purfue  his  journey  on  horfeback  \  which  he 
*  did  for  two  days,  when  the  emperor,  perceiving  be  could 
no  longer  bear  even  that  fatigue,  ordered  a  chariot  to  be 
provided  for  him  ;  which  proved  fo  great  a  mortification  to 
Camilius,  that  he  intreated  leave  to  refign  the  empire,  and 
return  home  \  a  requeft  which  Alexander  readily  granted, 
affuring  him,  before  they  pjlrted»  that  he  might  live  in 
fafety  where  he  pleafed.  Camilius  retired  to  his  country- 
feat,  and  there  lived  unmolefted  during  the  reign  of  Alex* 
ander  \  but  was  cut  off  by  fome  of  his  fuccefibrs,  for  what 
crime  we  are  no->where  informed  \  The  expedition  which 
Alexander  is'faid  to  have  undertaken,  was  probsibly  a^dnft 
the  Germans ;  for  it  appears,  from  fome  ancient  infcrip- 
tions,  that  great  advantages  were  gained  over  them  this 
year,  the  feventh  of  the  emperor's  reign ;  and  Lampridius 
tells  us,  that  the  Germans  were  overcome  by  Varius  Ma- 
Gtinus,  governor  of  lUyricum.  The  fame  year  Furius  Cel- 
fus  fignalized  himfelf  in  Mauritania  Tingitana,  and  Junius 
Falmatus  in  Armenia,  and  were  both  rewarded  with  die 
confular  ornaments. 

In  the  following  year  Alexander  entered  upon  his  third 
confulQiip,  having  Dio  CaiSus,  the  fecond  time  conful,  for 
his  colleague.  Dio  was,  in  the  beginning  of  this  reign, 
in  Afia  ;  whence  he  pafled  into  Bithynia,  his  native.coun- 
try,  with  a  defign  to  remain  fome  time  there  with  his 
friends  and  relations ;  but  he  was  foon  fent  into  Africa,  to 

fovem  that  province,   with   the  chara&er  of  proconful. 
Tpon  his  return  to  Rome,  he  was  appointed  governor  of 
Illyricum,   and  thence  removed  into    Upper    Pannonia, 
where  he  revived  the  ancient  military  difcipline  among  the 
troops,  punifliing  the  Ieaft  negle£t  ot  duty  with  the  utmoft 
*Dio  Caffms  feverity  5  infomuch  that  the  praetorian  guards,  who  dreaded 
^f'f^      his  rigour,  upon  a  report  that  he  was  recalled  to  command 
cnaccom    them,  no  fooner  faw  him  appear  in  Rome,  than  they  be- 
ofhisft'      gaR  to  mutiny,  and  prefs  the  emperor  to  put  him  to  death, 
vtritj.        But  Alexander,  without  hearkeriing  to  their  unjuft  dc» 
mand,  heaped  many  honours  upon  him,  often  appeared 
with  him  in  public,  and  took  him  for  his  colleague  in  the 

«  Vit,  Alex,  p*  xjo,  131,  tec. 
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coftfulfliip :  liow€Yer,  apprehenfivc  that  the  foldiers  might 
offer  him  fome  infult^  if  he  appeared  in  Rome  with  the 
enfigns  of  the  confular  dignityi  he  advifed  him  to  retire 
from  the  city,  and  pafs  the  time  of  his  confuLfliip  in  the 
country*  Sdon  after  he  obtained  leave  to  vifit  his  own 
country^  where  ihe  fpent  the  remaining  part  of  his  life  in 
quiet  and  retirement  ^.  This  year  Alexander,  who didnot 
fpare  his  greateft  friends,  when  manifeilly  convi£ted  of 
abufiag  the  confidence  he  repofed  in  them,  caufed  Vetro-^ 
nius  Taurinus,  one  of  his  chief  favourites,  to  be  de- 
prived  of  life  for  a  crime  of  that  nature  (M)«    L.  Vi- 

rius 

^  Dio,  lib.  Ixxx.  p.  91S.  • 


437 


(M)  The  emperor  had  a  par- 
ticular efleem  and  kindnefs  for 
Turinua,  and  often  confulted 
him  in  private,  as  he  was  a  man 
of  extraordinary  abilities,  about 
affairs  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance.    This  honour  and  defe- 
rence, which  the  emperor  feem- 
cd  to  pay  to  him,  the  crafty 
courtier  rcfolvcd  to  turn  to  his 
own  advantage  t  and  aceordihg« 
Jy  gave  out,   that  Alexander 
tmnfa^ed  nothing  without  hit 
adrice ;  that  be  had  gained  an 
abfolute  authority  over  him  ; 
and  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
raife  whom  he  pleafed  to  the 
firil  employments  in  the  empire. 
By  theie  means  he  accumulated 
immenfe  wealth  in  a  (horttime ; 
all  who  wanted  any  favour  or 
preferment,  recurring  to  Turi- 
nus,  whofe  intereft  was  not  to 
be  gained  without  rich  prefents. 
He  often  did  not  fo  much  as 
mention  to  the  emperor  the 
perfons  whom  he  pretended  to 
recommend ;  but  neverthelefs, 
when  they  happened  to  obtain, 
by  means  of  others,  what  they 
demanded,    he    aiTumed    the 
whole  merit  of  it  to  himfelf, 
and  exa6led  a  proponionable  ac- 
knowiegement,  which  in  thofe 
days  was  called  felling  fmoke. 


The  emperor,  who  was  a  man 
of  great  penetration,  at  length 
fufpe^ted  his  favourite  of  fuch 
pra6ticei ;  and  therefore  a  jper- 
fon,  in  whom  he  could  confide, 
foliciting  him  one  day  for  a  fa- 
vour,  he  told   him   he  would 
grant  him  his  requeft,  provided 
he  privately  addrefled  Turinus 
for  his  recommendation.     Tu- 
rinus, glad  of  this  opportunity, 
promifed  to  employ  all  his  in- 
tereft  in  his  behalr ;   and  foon 
after  told  him,  that  he  had  al- 
ready recommended  him  to- the 
comperbr,  who  he  was  fure  would 
grant  him  the  defired  favour  the 
very  firift  time  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  urging  his  fuit  again, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  very 
foon.     He  added,  that  he  de- 
ferved  to  be  rewarded  for  his 
trouble ;  and  the  petitioner  re- 
ferring that  to  his  difcretion,  he 
not  only  exa£ted  a  large  fum 
for  what  he  pretended  to  have 
done,  but  obliged  him  to  pro- 
mife,  in  the  prefencc  of  wit- 
neifes,  a  far  more  confiderable 
one,  to  be  paid  as  foon  as  he 
obtained  his  requcft.     The  em- 
peror, who  was  informed  of  the 
whole,  immediately  granted  the 
favour ;    which    Turinus     no 
fooner.knew,  than  he  obliged 
f  3  his 
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rius  Agricola,  and  Sex.  Catius  Clementinus  being  confula, 
the  emperor  retired  into  Campania,  and  there  pafled  this  and 
the  foUoMring  year,  when  Pompeianus  and  Peiignianus 
were  confuls  *. 

The  next  confuls  were  Lupus  and  Maximusj  during 
whofe  adminiftration  Artaxerxes,  the  reftorer  of  the  Per- 
fian  monarchy,  having  reduced  all  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries, unexpededly  invaded  the  Roman  dominions  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army,  ravaged  Mefopotamia,  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  very  confines  of  Syria.  In  confequence  of 
thisinvafion  Alexander,  following  the  advice  of  his  council, 
difpatched  ambafladors  with  a  letter  to  that  conqueror,  ex- 
horting him  not  to  engage  the  two  empires  in  a  long  and 
dangerous  war,  without  provocation,  and  reminding  him 
of  the  vi£iories  gained  over  the  eaftern  nations  by  Auguftus, 
Trajan,  L.  Verus,  and  Severus.  But  Artaxerxes,  elated  by 
his  late  fucceiTes,  defpifed  the  remonftrances  of  Alexander! 
and  purfued  his  ravages  in  Mefopotamia,  Jaid  fiege  to  Ni- 
fibis,  and  entering  Cappadocia,  deftroyed  all  with  fire  and 
fword.  The  emperor,  therefore,  refolved  to  march  againft 
them  in  perfon  ;  and  accordingly,  to  the  great  grief  both 
of  the  fenate  and  people,  left  Rome  in  the  fpring  of  this 
year  232,  the  eleventh  of  his  reign,  bending  his  march 
through  Illyricum,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  troops  quar- 
tered in  that  province  :  he  arrived  at  Antioch  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  autumn  \  whence  he  fent  a  fecond  embafly 
to  Artaxerxes,  hoping  that  his  prefence  would  add  fome 
weight  to  the  reafons  he  had  formerly  alleged.  But  the 
haughty  Perfian,  deriding  the  peaceable  temper  of  the  Ro- 

X  Norrisi  Epift.  Conful.  p.  146.    Birs^.  p.  313. 


his  client,  though  he  had  sever 
once  mentioned  his  name  to  the 
emperor,  to  perforin  his  engage- 
ment, and  pay  the  promifed 
ifum,  pretending,  that  by  his 
means  alone  he  had  obtained 
what  he  defired.  Hereupon 
Alexander  caufed  a  diligent  en- 
quiry to  be  made  into  his  for- 
mer conduct,  when  it  appeared 
that  he  had  received  large  fums, 
not  only  from  thofe  who  had 
obtained  any  preferment,  but 
from  fuch  too  as  had  law-fuits, 


and  often  from  both  parties ; 
which  fo  enraged  the  emperor, 
that  he  accufed  him  to  the  fe- 
nate, who  fentenced  him  to 
death ;  and  the  fentence  was  put 
in  execution  in  the  following 
manner :  the  criminal  was,  by 
the  emperor's  orders,  tied  to  a 
gibbet,  and  fuffocated  with  the 
imoke  of  green  wood  and  wet 
ftubble,  kindled  round  him,  the 
public  crier  in  the  mean  time 
proclaiming  "  He  who  fold 
fmoke  dies  with  fmoke  ( i  ).'* 


(1)  Alex.  Vit.p.  IS4,  115, 
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man  emperor,  chofe  four  hundred  of  the  talleft  men  in  his 
army,  and  fent  them,  well  mounted,  and  richly  apparelled  Haughty 
and  armed,  to  acquaint  the  Rpmans  and  their  emperor,  that  if^^^Iy  •/ 
the  great  monarch  Artaxerxes  ordered  them  to  retire  im-  ^^'  P^Mn 
mediately  from  Syria  and  Afia,  and  all  the  countries  be-  •*"*^*  '  " 
tween  the  Euphrates  and  the  ^gaean  Sea,  which  had  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  Perfians.     Alexander  heard  their 
meflage  with  great  temper,  and  then  caufed  the  ambaf* 
fadors    to  be  ftript  of  their  rich  armour  and  apparel,  and 
fent  under  a  guard  into  Phrygia,  where  he  allotted  them 
houfies  and  lands  to  cultivate  ^. 

He  now  began  to  prepare  vigoroufly  for  war,  ordered  AUxandtr 
the  legions,  quartered  in  the  different  provinces  of  the  Eaft,  p^fp^res 
to  join  him  with  all   pofiible  expedition,  caufed  a  great  ^^^^  '"'^' 
number  of  warlike  engines  to  be  conftru£led,  and  difpatch* 
ed  officers  into  all  parts  to  raife  frefh  levies.     In  imitation 
of   Alexander  the  Great,   for  whofe   memory  he  had  a 
particular  veneration,  he  armed  fome  companies  of  foot 
with   {hields  covered   with  gold   and  filver,  and  formed 
fix  legions  into    a  body  of  thirty  thoufand  men,   which 
he    called  his  phalanx.      Thefe  diftinguifhed  themfelves^ 
during  the  war,    in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,    and 
were,    when  it  was  ended,    rewarded  for  their  feryices 
with  double  pay*  (N), 


At 


y  Herod,  lib.  vi.  p.  579. 

(N)  Lampridius  tells  us,  that 
the  emperor  beinp;  informed, 
foon  after  his  arrival  at  An* 
tioch,  that  fbme  of  his  fbldiers 
were  gone  to  Daphne,  and 
there  bathed  with  the  lewd 
women  of  that  dilTolute  place, 
he  immediately  ordered  them 
to  be  arreted  and  laid  in  irons. 
Hereupon  the  whole  legion,  to 
which  they  belonged,  begin- 
ning to  mutiny,  Alexander, 
without  betraying  the  lead  fear, 
told  them,  that  as  the  ancient 
difcipline  was  the  principal,  and 
indeed  only  fupport  of  the  em- 
pire, he  was  refolved  to  main- 
tain  it  at  all  events,  and  puniih 
with  t^e  utmoft  feverity,  even 
with  death,  thoie  diforders  and 
debaucheries  which  had  been 
allowed  in  the  late  reign*    At 

F 
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thefe  words  the  whole  legion 
began  to  utter  their  rage  in  hor- 
rible outcries ;  but  Alexander, 
exclaimed  with  an  air  of  autho- 
rity, **  Silence  !  I  command 
filence !  Keep  thefe  clamours  to 
terrify  the  Perfians,  the  Sar* 
matians,  and  the  Germans : 
you  haye  learned  of  thofe  who 
taught  you  the  art  of  war,  that 
you  are  to  frighten  the  enemy 
with  that  favage  noife,  and  not 
your  emperor,  who,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  people,  maintains, 
clothes,  and  pays  you  :  for<« 
bear,  therefore,  thefe  unfea- 
fonable  clamours,  which  are 
only  fit  for  battle,  lefl  I  difband 
you  all,  or  infli^  upon  you  a 
morefeverepunifhment."  Here* 
upon  the  uproar  increaiing,  and 
fome  of  the  boldefl  even  me- 
f  4  nacing 
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MarcAis         At  length  Aletander  took  tbe  field  at  the  heid  of  a  him 
^mhtjtdii   inerotts  army,  obfeiring  in  all  his  inarches  and  modems 
FtrfiMas.     fttch  order  and  difcipline,  that  his  tamp  feemed  a  wdU 
^  ^M  P^®'"^**  city,  his  foldiers  citbens,  and  his  officers  fo  many 
Sfcipliiu^  fenators  *.  He  feverely  puniihed  {hch  as  oflered  the  leaft  in^ 
mMdsfthi    jury  to  any  of  the  mhabitants  of  the  countries  through 
fiiStry.       which  he  marched.  But  notwithftanding  his  great  feverity, 
.  no  emperor  was  ever  more  beloved  both  by  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  as  no  prince  ever  rewarded  them  with  more  gene« 
rofity  when  they  complied  with  their  duty,  took  more  care 
of  them  when  fick  or  wounded,  or  fupplied  them  on  alloc- 
caiions  more  plentifully  with  provifiotis.    He  kept  con- 
ftantly  in  his  cabinet  certain  regifters,  in  which  were  mark^ 
ed  the  names  of  all  the  officers  and  foldiersi  the  provinces 
where  they  were  quartered,  the  time  of  their  fervice,  the 
dates  of  their  eommiffions,  the  names  of  the  perfons  at 
whofe  recommendation  they  had  been  preferred,  their  ex^ 
toloits,  if  they  had  performed  any,  their  good  and  evil  qua- 
lities.   Thefe  rcgiftcrs  he  frequently  perufed,  and  by  theft 
means  became  acquainted  with  moft  of  the  officers  and  foU 
diers  df  his  different  armies,  often  mentioned  their  names, 
ind  preferred  only  perfons  of  merit-    When  they  were 
fick  he  vifited  them  in  their  tents,  even  the  common  fol- 
diers, fupplied  them  with  carriages^  and  fuffisred  them  to 

*yit.  Alex,  p:  130. 

nacift^  him  with  their  fwords ;  ftandanls,  and  carried  them,  to* 

^         ♦•  Rcfcrve  your  menaces  (faid  gether  with  the  arms  of  the  dif*. 

he)  for  the  enemy ;  them  you  banded  legion^    to  the  camp» 

'  may  frighten,  but  not  me,  who  However,  before  the  emperor 
ieipire  your  impotent  rage  !  marched  againd  the  Perfians  he 
Aould  yoa  murder  me,  the  re-  reffered  them,  upon  the  in- 
public  will  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  terceilion  of  feveral  perfons  of 
nad  a  fucceifor,  who  will  pu-  diftindtion,  to  their  former  rank, 
oi(h  you  according  to  your  de-  after  having  puniihed  with 
fcrtB."  A I  the  mutiny  ilill  con-  death  their  tribunes,  for  hav- 
tinued,  be  cried  out  with  a  loud  ing  fuffered  the  foldiers  under 
voice,  <' I  dilbandyouall;  ci-  their  command  to  tranfgreik 
tizens,  lay  down  your  arms,  with  impunity  the  military 
and  difperfe."  With  thefe  laws,  and  for  negleding  to 
words  the  whole  legion  was  fupprefs  the  tumult  This  le- 
thunderftruck  ;  they  obeyed,  gion  fignalized  t hem felves  above 
quitted  Iheir  arms,  laid  down  the  reft  in  the  Perfian  war,  and 

,  feven  their  military  g&rments,  Aewed  more  concern  for  the 

and  retired  in  iilence,  while  the  death  of  Alexander  than    any 

emperor*!  guards  took  •  up  their  other  ( 1 )  • 

(1}  Vit.  Alex.  p.  133,  tt  %\. 
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wafit  nothing  that  could  relieve  or  comfort  thetti  in  their 
ficknfefs*  If  they  were  not  in  a  coiviition  to  purfue  their 
mareh^  he  recommended  them  to  the  careof  perfonit>f  known 
integrity  and  Jitiraanity,  whom  he  rewarded  with  great  ge^ 
nerofity  for  their  trouble,  whether  the  foldiers  died  or  reco- 
vered. He  was^  always  ready  to  liilen  to  the  complaints 
of  the  meaneft  in  the  army  againft  their  tribunes  and  other 
officers,  puniihing  them,  when  guilty,  acc^ording  to  th^ 
quality  of  their  crime,  without  any  favour  or  diftirt£liori. 
He  frequently  diflributed  large  fums  among  them,  afcHbing 
chiefly  to  their  poverty  the  diforders  they  committed.  They 
were  all  fo  well  clothed  and  armed^  fays  Lampridius,  and 
the  cavalry  fo  well  mounted,  that  nothing  gave  a  more  true 
idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Roman  empire,  than  the  army 
of  Alexander  Severus.  In  his  marches  he  caufed  provifions 
to  be  prepared  at  the  feveral  places  where  the  army  was  to 
encamp ;  whereas,  before  his  time,  each  foldier  ufed  to 
Carry  with  him  fubfiftence  for  feventeen  days.  In  the  ene- 
mies country,  where  he  could  not  ufe  that  precaution,  he 
ordered  the  neceffary  provifions  to  be  carried  on  horfes, 
mules,  and  camels ;  a  precaution  which  gained  him  the 
afFeftions  of  the  foldiery^  and  at  the  fame  time  rendered 
his  marches  fo  quick  and  expeditious,  that*  he  is  faid  in 
moft  of  his  wars  to  have  furprifed  the  enemy.  In  his  garb 
and  drefs  he  little  varied  from  the  common  foldiers,  and 
his  diet  was  the  fame  with  their 's.  He  conftantly  dined 
and  fupped  in  puUic,  with  his  tent  open,  and  in  the  fight 
of  the  whole  army ;  and  vifited,  before  he  withdrew  to 
repofe,  each  quarter  in  the  camp.  Thus,  partly  by  a  fea-  Hi  is  both 
fdnable  feverity,  partly  by  his  affable  and  condefcending'  feared  and 
behaviour,  he  re-eftaoHflied  the  ancient  difcipline  among  belo<vedby 
the  troops,  which  had  been  entirely  neglefted  in  the  reign  '^'/^^^y« 
of  Heliogabalus ;  and  gained,  by  his  firmnefs  and  intrepi- 
dity, fuch  an  authority  over  them,  as  to  difband  whole  le- 
gions \  which  no  emperor  had  attempted  fince  the  time  of 
Julius  Caefar^ 

With  an  army  thus  difciplined,  the  emperor  marched 
early  in  the  fpring  of  this  year  233,  againft  Artaxerxes,  who, 
elated  with  his  former  fuccefles,  would  agree  to  no  term6, 
however  reafonable  5  but  advanced  towards  the  frontiers  of 
the  Roman  dominions  at  the  head  of  an  army  confiftuig  of 
an  innumerable  multitude  of  foot,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand  horfe,  with  eighteen  hundred  chariots 
armed  with  fcythes",  and  feven  hundred  elephants  bearing 
towers  on  their  backs,  filled  with  archers,  after  the  Perfian 

^  Vit.  Alcxi  p.  ISO,  i»i,  230. 
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manner ' :  Alexander,  faaTine  divided  his  army  into  tbree 
bodiesi  ordered  one  to  entci/  Media,  another  to  march  into 
the  country  of  the  Parthians,  and  conduced  himfelf  the 
third,  which  confifted  of  the  flower  of  the  army,  at  an 
equal  diftance  from  the  other  two.  I'hcfe  three  divifioos 
having  joined  at  an  appointed  place,  proceeded  together, 
until  they  were  met  by  Artaxerxes,  who  gave  the  Romans 
battle  without  delay.  The  Perfians  were  defeated  ;  and 
on  this  occafion  Alexander  performed  all  the  offices  of 
an  excellent  general  and  intrepid  foldier '  (O). 

After  this  victory,  Alexander  returned  to  Ancioch,  de- 
figning  to  purfue  the  war  with  fre(h  vigour  the  following 

c  Alex.  Vit  p.  1 33. 


(O)  The  numerous  army  of 
Artaxerxes  was  totally  routed, 
and  that  conqueror  obliged,  not- 
withlianding  his  former  v  ivories 
and  conqueils,  to  fave  himfelf 
by  a  precipitate  flight.     The 
particulars  of  this  engagement 
we  may  learn  from  Alexander 
himfelf,  who,  on  his  return  to 
Rome,  gave  the  fenate  an  ac- 
count of  this  memorable  expe- 
dition in  the  following  fpeech  : 
•*  Confcript  fathen,  we  have 
,  overcome    rhe    Perfians,    and 
there  is  no  need  of  great  elo- 
quence to  acquaint  you  with  the 
particulars  of  the  vi(Story.    The 
enemy  came  with  feven  hun- 
dred   elephants,    the    greateft 
number  ever  feen  together  in 
the  field.     T hefe  carried  towers 
upon  their  backs,    filled  with 
archers   and     arrows.     Three 
hundred  of  tlje  elephants  we 
took,    two  hundred  we  killed 
upon  the  fpot,  and  eighteen  we 
have  brought  hither    They  had 
eighteen  hundred  chariots  armed 
wiih  fcythes,  of  which  we  took 
two  hundred.     We  have  cut  in 
pieces  an  army  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  and 
ten  thoufand  men  armed  cap  a- 
pee,  with  whofc  fpoils  we  have 


enriched  our  troops.  We  took 
a  great  number  of  prifoners, 
whom  we  have  fold.  Tlie  coun- 
try of  Mefopotamia,  lying  be- 
tween the  Tigris  .and  the  Eu- 
phrates, which  my  predeceflor 
Heliogabalus  had  negle^led,  we 
have  reconquered,  and  brought 
again  under  fubje6tioQ.  We 
have  put  the  mod  potent  king 
Artaxerxes,  as  he  is  flyled,  to 
flight;  the  country  of  Perfia 
beheld  him  flying  for  the  firft 
time.  In  the  place  where  the 
Romans  formerly  \o9t  their 
eniigna  and  flandards,  the  Per- 
fians have  now  loft  the!  r's.  You 
fefc,  confcript  fathers,  what  the 
legions  have  atchieved  ;  the 
fubje£t  needs  no  eloquence  to 
adorn  it  ;  the  army  is  re- 
turned rich,  and  loaded  with 
booty.  It  is  incumbent  upon 
you  to  appoint  public  thankf- 
givings  for  fo  fignal  a  victory, 
that  we  may  not  fcem  ungrate- 
ful to  the  gods,  who  haveblefied 
our  arms  with  fuch  fuccefs  ( rj." 
This  fpeech,  Lampridius  af- 
fures  us.  he  copied  from  the 
journals  of  the  fenate,  and 
found  it,  word  for  word,  in  the 
works  of  many  hiflorians. 


(7)  Vit.  Alex.  p«  J30,  131. 
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year  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  being  informed,  that  the  Ger- 
mans  had   invaded  the  Roman  dominions,  and  that  Ar- 
taxerxes  had  difbanded  great  part  of  his  army  for  want  of 
provifions,    he  refolved  to  quit  the  Eaft,   and  return  to 
Rome,  apprehending  greater  evils  from  the  Germans  than  Yr.  of  Fl. 
from  the   Perfians.     Accordingly,  having  ereftcd  feveral    .*58*' 
forts  in  Mefopotamia,  and  left  numerous  garrifons  to  de-  ^'  ^'  *|^ 
fend  them,  he  left  Antioch  in  the  fpring  of  the  following     '    '  ^  ** 
year,  when  Maximus  and  Urbanus  were  confuls ;  and,  ar-  AUxandir 
riving  at  Rome,  was  received  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  with  returns  f 
the  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy.     He  entered  the  city  m^ome^and 
triumph,  his  chariot  being  drawn,  not  by  four  white  horfes,  ^^^^*^P^* 
as  was   ufual,  but  by  four  of  the  elephants  which  he  had 
taken  ^.     When  the  ceremony  was  over,  he  went  to  the  fe- 
nate,  \«rhere  he  made  the  fpcech  we  have  related  above. 
From  the  fenate  he  repaired  to  the  Capitol,  and  confecrated 
feme   of  the  Perfian  fpoils  to  Jupiter  Capitolinus.    Then 
turning  to  the  people,  "  I  have  overcome  the  Perfians 
(faid  he),  and  the  army  is  returned  loaded  with  booty.     I 
promife  you  a  largefs,  and  propofe  to  exhibit  to-morrow  the 
Circenfian  fports/'     From  the  Capitol  he  walked  to  the  pa- 
lace, followed  by  his  triumphal  chariot,  and  attended  by 
the  fenate,  the-  equeftrian  order,  and  fuch  crouds  of  peo- 
ple, all  crying,  **  Rome  is  fafe,  while  Alexander  is  fafe,** 
that  with  much  difficulty  he  reached  the  palace  in  four 
hours.     Next  day  he  exhibited  the  Circenfian  fports,  gave 
the  promifed  bounty,  and,  in  honour  of  his  mother,  eftab- 
lifhed  a  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  children  of  the 
poor  citizensi  who  were  thence  called  the  children  of 
Mamsea. 

In  the  mean  time  news  being  brought  to  Rome,  that  the  He  leaves 
Germans,    and   other   northern    nations,    had   paifcd  the  Rome,  to 
Rhine  and  the  Danube  in  great  numbers,  the  emperor,  to  '"^.''^  f- 
the  inexpreffible  grief  of  the  fenate  and  people,  haftened  ^Germans  x 
with  his  viftarious  army  into  Gaul,  to  ftem  this  furious  tor- 
rent.    In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  when  Seve- 
rus  and  QuinAianus  were  confuls,  Alexander  advanced 
with  his  army  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine ;  but  finding  the  nuho  re* 
enemy  had  repafled  that  river  upon  his  approach,  he  or-  ^^''^  «^  ^^ 
dered  a  bridge  to  be  built  over  it,  with  a  defign  to  attack  ^PP^^^'^' 
them  in  their  own  country,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would  al- 
low him  to  take  the  field  •.     Herodian,  who  paints  Alexan-^ 
der  as  a  weak  and  timorous  prince,  tells  us,  that  he  fent 
ambafiadors  to  the  Germans  with  propofals  of  peace,  which 
he  even  offered  to  purchafe  at  any  price  ;  and  adds,  that. 


*  Alex.  Vit,  p.  135.    Feft.  p.  553.  •  Vit.  Alex,  p.  137. 
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during  the  time  of  this  (hameful  negotiatiotii  he  diverted 
himfelf  with  driving  chariots,  and  other  unprincely  exer- 
cifes  'f  a  condu£l  which  provoked  the  foldiers^  and  occa- 
ne  Cftul-  fioned  his  ruin  ^  But  Lampridius  clears  the  emperor  from 
\fi^i^!^*  thefe  unmerited  afperfions  \  and  alcribes  the  difcontent  of 
^^flmrin  ^^  foldicry,  that  is,  of  the  legions  quartered  in  Gaul,  to 
gfileXM-'  their  licentioufnefs,  and  to  the  feveritv  of  Alexander^  which 
dirr.  they  couid  not  endure,  after  having  beeni  under  Heliogtf> 

balus,  long  habituated  to  idlenefs  and  all  manner  of  de- 
bauchery. 

Among  thefe  troops  was  one  MaximinuS)  a  Goth,  whom 
Alexander,  in  reward  of  his  valouri  had  prjsferred  to  the 
Tkijf  mn      command  of  a  body  of  Fannotiians  |  but  he,  unmindful  of 
At'Sir'' -  ^^^Yf  *^*  ^f  ^^^  oMigations  he  owed  the  emperor,  in- 

mmus!^*'  ftead  of  attempting  to  appeafe  the  licentious  and  difcon- 
tented  foldiery,  artfully  fomented  the  tumult,  andj  by  bis 
feditious  fpeeches,  infpired  the  multitude  wkh  contempt 
for  Alexander,  as  a  fovereign  who  was  governed  hy  a  wo- 
man,  meaning  Mamea,  and  consequently  unfit  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war  with  vigour.  The  emperor  was  then  either 
at  Mentz  or  Sicilia,  in  the  territory  of  Treves,  between 
Boppart  and  Bingen.  As  Alexander  had  but  a  fmall  hodj 
of  troops  with  himi  Maximinus  refolved  to  feize  that  oppor- 
tunity, to  difpatch  him,  aot  doubting  but  the  troops  un- 
der his  command,  whom  he  had  corrupted,  would,  upon 
the  death  of  that  prince,  proclaim  him  emperor.  He  im- 
parted his  defign  to  fome  of  the  mod  bold  and  refolute 
among  the  foidiers,  who,  animated  with  the  hopes  of  great 
preferments,  readily  engaged  to  put  his  fcheme  in  execu- 
tion, and  immediately  fet  out  for  the  place  where  the  em- 
peror redded,  which  they  Contrived  to  reach  about  an  hoiir 
after  mid-day,  when  the  emperor's  attendants  were  with- 
drawn to  refrefh  themfelves,  according  to  the  Roman 
cuftom,  with  a  (hort  fleep  after  dinner.  They  no  fooner 
appeared,  than  the  few  foidiers  upon  guard  fled  with  preci- 
pitaticm,  having  probably  been  privately  feduced  by  Maxi- 
minus. Mamaea>  alarmed  at  the  unexpefted  noife  and  tu- 
mult, ran  out,  attended  by  the  Captains  of  the  guards,  to 
appeafe  it  \  but  the  aflaffins,  having  firft  murdered  both 
her  and  them,  entered  the  emperor's  tent  with  their  drawn 
fwords,  who,  as  he  was  unarmed,  and  alone,  threw  his  im- 
perial mantle  over  his  face,  and  received,  without  uttering 
a  fingle  word,  the  many  blows  with  which  they  difpatcbed 
him,  deriding  him  the  whole  time  as  a  child  unfit  to  be  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  and  inveighing  againft  his  mother^ 

f  Herod,  lib.  vi.  p.  $2^,  581^. 
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^Rrhofe  only  care  was  to  amafg  richest.  Such  was  the  tra-  AkxamUr 
^cal  and  undcfcrved  end  of  Alexander  Seyerus,  after  he  is  affajfi^ 
liad  lived,  according  to  the  moft  probable  opinion,  twenty-  »^^'« 
fix  years,  five  nvonths,  and  nineteen  days,  and  reigned  thir- 
teen years  and  nine  days,  fhe  lofs  of  no  prince  was  ever 
more  regretted  by  the  fcnate,  the  people,  and  the  foldiery, 
tlian  that  of  Alexander,  who,  by  bis  wife  adminiftration, 
had  gained  the  afFe£tions  of  all  his  fubjefts.  The  fenato 
immediately  decreed,  both  to  him  and  his  mother  Mamaea, 
divine  honours  \  appointed  them  altars,  priefts,  and  facri- 
ficcs ;  and  inftituted,  in  honour  of  the  deceafed  emperor,  an 
annual  feaft,  which  was  celebrated  on  the  firft  of  Odober, 
^Alexander's  birth-day  *•  The  foldiers  v^re  no  fooner  ap- 
prifed  of  his  death,  than  they  put  to  the  fword  all  who  had 
been  acceflary  to  the  crime,  except  the  chief  author  of  it, 
Maximinus,  who  perfuading  the  foldiery  that  he  had  no 
concern  in  the  murder,  efcaped,  for  the  prefent,  the  deferved 
puniihnxent. 

Alexander  was,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  all  the  an-  m^  cha^ 
cients,  Herodian  alone  excepted,  one  of  the  Jl^ft  and  wifeft ,  r«^*r« 
princes  that  everfwayed  afceptre  ;  and,  had  he  lived  longer, 
would  have  entirely  reformecl  thofe  abufes  which,  after  his 
death,  involved  the  empire  in  dreadful  calamities.    He  was 
fparing  of  the  public  Jnoney,  liberal  of  his  own,  kind  and 
generous  to  all  good  men  \  but  an  irreconcileable  enemy  to  ////  hatred! 
the  wicked,  fevereJv  puni(bing  fuch  as  were  convicted  of  '^  *^fi 
having  plundered  the  provinces,  and  oppreffed  the  people  Tf^I^tr^^ 
committed  to  their  care.    Thefe  he  never  fpared,  though       ^*  *^' 
his  friends,  favourites  and  kinfmen  ;  but  fentenced  them  to 
death,  and  caufed  them  to  .be  executed,  notwithftanding 
their  quality,  or  former  fervices,  like  common  malefa£):ors« 
He  maintained,  that  it  was  not  a  fufficient  puniihment  to 
deprive  corrupt  magiftrates  and  governors  of  their  places  j 
but  that,  as  the  truft  repofed  in  them  was  great,  they  ought 
to  pay  for  the  breacH  of  it  with  their  lives.     He  baniihed 
one  of  his  fecretaries  for  giving  to  his  council,  in  writing, 
a  falfe  account  of  a  tranfadion  \  and  caufed  the  finews  of 
his  fingers  to  be  cut,  that  he  might  never  write  for  the  fu- 
ture.   One  of  his  flavee,  convifted  of  having  received  a 
bribe,  he  caufed  to  be  crucified  on  the  road  which  led  from- 
the  city  to  the  villa  where  he  frequently  refided,-  that,  by 
the  fight  of  the  body,  which  was  left  on  the  crofs,  his  other 
flaves  might  be  deterred  from  the  like  praflices  ^    He  never 
pardoned  any  crime  committed  againft  the  public  r  but  fiif-* 

e  Vi6l.  Epit.    Zof.  lib.  i.    p.  6;9.    Herodian.  lib.  vi.  p.'  587. 
^  Alex.  Vit.  p.  136.  i  Alex.  Vit.  p.  xz4« 
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fered  no  perfon  to  be  condemned,  till  his  caiife  was  tho- 
roughly heard,  and  his  ofience  evidently  proved.  He  re- 
trenched all  the  penfions  which  Heliogabalus  had  fettled  on 
bis  freedmen,  bufibonst  ftage-players,  charioteers,  and  gla- 
diators i  faying,  that  the  emperor  was  but  the  fteward  of 
the  people,  and  therefore  could  not,  without  the  utmoft 
injuftice,  thus  wantonly  fquander  away  their  revenues  upon 
improper  perfons. 

He  was  the  firft  emperor  who  allowed  the  fenators  to  fit 
when  they  came  to  attend  him.  He  appointed  no  gover- 
nors or  magiftrates,  without  confulting  them ;  and  never 
failed  to  prefer  thofe  they  recommended.  He  admitted  none 
into  the  fenate  without  the  concurrence  and  approbation  of 
all  the  members  of  that  body,  aiking  the  opinion  of  each  in 
particular,  and  examining,  with  great  ftri£lnefsy  into  the 
manners  and  former  condu£l:  of  the  perfon  to  be  admitted. 
If,  upon  this  enquiry,  he  was  found  unworthy,  the  fe- 
nators who  had  recommended  him  were  themfelves  de- 
graded ;  and  fuch  as  had  given  teftimony  of  his  probity, 
condemned,  as  in  cafes  of  perjury,  to  lofe  their  eftates,  and 
baniihed  for  ever.  He  never  admitted  either  freedmen,  or 
their  children,  to  the  equeilrian  order,  which  he  ufed  to 
call  •*  the  nurfcry  of  the  fenate.**  He  decreed,  that  the 
captains  of  the  guards  ihould  no  longer  be  chofen  from 
the  equeilrian,  but  only  from  the  fenatorial  order ;  that  no 
one  (hould  have  the  power  of  judging  a  fenator,  but  who 
was  himfelf  one ;  for  the  captains  of  the  guards  had  been 
long  the  ordinary  judges  of  the  fenators  in  cafes  of  treafon  K 
Thus,  by  degrees,  the  captains  became  the  moil  powerful 
officers  in  the  ftate,  and  their  office  more  confiderable  than 
even  that  of  the  confuls  i  which,  in  the  end,  ruined  the 
authority  of  the  fenate.* 

In  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  Alexander  never  decided 
any  law-fuit,  without  advice  of  his  council,  which  confid- 
ed of  the  moft  learned  civiliansan  Rome,  whom  he  obliged 
to  give  their  opinions  in  writing,  after  having  allowed  them 
time  to  examine  and  weigh  circumftances  at  their  leifure, 
that  they  might  not  pronounce  fentence  without  due  preme- 
ditation. Thus  were  all  matters  of  juftice  determined  by  per« 
fons  of  known  integrity.  Well  {killed  in  the  laws*  In  mili- 
tary affiiirs  he  confulted  only  fuch  perfons  as  had  acquired 
experience  by  their  long  fervicc,  and  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  fituation  of  places,  or  men  v^rfed  in  hiftbry,  en- 
quiring of  them  what  had  at  any  time  been  done  on  the 
like  occaiions  by  his  predecefibrs,  or  other  great  captains. 


>  Alex.  Vit.  p.  lao* 
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He  IS  faid  never  to  have  given  any  public  office,  from  fa-  PnfertQw^ 
vour  or  friendfliip  ;  but  to  have  employed  fuch  only  as  were  lyftrftmtf 
both  by  himfelf  and  the  fenate  judged  the  beft  qualified  ^f^rit, 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  truft  repofed  in  them.  He  pre- 
ferred one  to  the  command  of  the  guards,  who  had  retired 
into  the  country  on  purpofe  to  avoid  that  office,  frying, 
that  with  him  the  declining  fuch  eminent  ftations  was 
the  beft  recommendation.  He  would  not  fuffer  any  ho- 
nourable employments  to  be  fold*  faying,  he  who  buys, 
muft  fell  in  his  turn ;  and  it  would-  be  unjufl:  to  punifli 
the  man  for  felling,  after  he  has  been  fuffered  to  buy. 
In  appointing  governors  of  provinces  he  obferved  a  com- 
mendable cuftom,  which  was  to  publiih  their  names,  and 
encourage  all  perfons  to  declare,  either  in  public  or  private, 
whether  they  had  any  accufation  to  lay  to  their  charge  : 
*•  Since  Jews  and  Chriftians,  (faid  he  on  this  occafion) 
ufe  fuch  commendable  methods  in  the  choice  of  their  priefts, 
it  is  reafonable  we  fliould  proceed  with  the  like  care  in  the 
choice  of  redors  of  provinces,  who  are  entrufted  with  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  fo  many  perfons.'*  As  he  puniflied, 
with  the  iitmoft  feverity,  thofe  who  betrayed  their  truft,  fo 
he  rewarded,  with  great  generofity,  fuch  as  had  anfwered 
the  good  opinion  he  entertained  of  them,  and  either  raifed 
them  to  employments  of  greater,  profit,  or,  if  they  chofe  to 
retire,  prefented  them  with  houfes  and  lands,  faying,  that, 
fince  corrupt  governors  enriched  themfelves  at  the  expencc 
of  the  people,  good  governors  ought  to  be  enriched  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  prince '. 

He  was  an  enemy  to  all  pomp  and  fliew,  and  extremely  JUxander 
modeft  in  his  apparel,  maintaining,  that  a  prince  ought  to  ««  '«'«y 
be  diftinguiflied  from  the  reft,  not  by  his  apparel,  but  by  '^^^*^ 
bis  bravery,  and  virtuous  aftions.    The  rich  prefents  fent  ^  ''  ^^^ 
him  by  foreign  princes  he  beftowed  on  the  temples  5  but 
fold  all  the  jewels,  employing  the  money  arifing  from  them 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor  citizens.    The  ambaffadors  of  an 
eaftern  prince  having  prefented  the  emprefe  with  two  pearls 
of  an  extraordinary  fize,  Alexander  ordered  them  to  be 
fold;  but  no  one  being  found  rich  enough  to  purchafe  them, 
he  confecrated  them  as  pendants  to  a  ftatue  of  Venus,  that 
the  emprefs  might  not,  by  her  example,  encourage  luxury 
in  others.    He  kept  fuch  a  fmall  number  of  flaves  and  freed- 
men,  that,  when  he  gave  any  public  entertainment,  he  was 
obliged  to  ufe  thofe  of  his  friends,  and  alfo  to  borrow  their 
plate  5  for  he  fold  all  the  gold,  and  moft  of  the  filver-plate 
belonging  to  the  palace,  to  defray  the  neceffary  charges  of 

*  Alwf.  Vit.  p.  119,  &C. 
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Mmk€0t  the  g ovcrnment  without  burdening  the  people.  He  redaced 
|A#  kuau  the  impofts  with  which  Heliogabalus  had  loaded  both  Rome 
and  the  provinces,  to  the  thirtieth  part ;  and  fufFered  fere*- 
ral  cities  to  apply  even  that,  towards  the  repairing  of  thenr 
public  buildings.  He  lent  money  without  intereft  to  dhc 
poor,  to  purchafe  houfes  and  lands,  allowing  them  time  to 
pay  the  capital  with  the  produ£^  of  their  lands.  He  was 
fo  fiar  from  filling  the  treafury  at  the  expeace  of  the  people, 
that  he  could  not  bear  the  fight  of  thofe  whofe  province  it 
was  to  levy  the  taxes  ;  he  uied  to  call  them  neceflary  evils, 
and  never  fuflFered  one  to  continue  in  his  office  a  full  year. 
He  filled,  at  a  vaft  charge,  the  public  granaries,  which,  upon 
his  acceffion  to  the  empire,  he  found  almoft  empty ;  diftri' 
buted  weekly  great  quantities  of  oil  and  corn  among  the 
poor  citizens  $  and  allotted  funds  for  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  thehr  children  *"•  He  would  not  fufFer  the  mo- 
ney levied  upon  the  public  proftitutes  and  catamites  to  be 
returned  into  his  private  cofiers»  as*other  emperors  had 
done ;  but  allotted  it  for  the  reparation  of  the  llieatre,  the 
circus,  and  the  amphitheatre. 
Hisfublic  He  built  granaries  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  for  the  ufe  of 
viorks.  thofe  who  had  none  of  their  own.  C^  thjcfe  public  and 
common  granaries  frequent  mention  is'  made  by  the  anci- 
ents. He  caufed  baths  to  be  likewife  erefted  in  each 
quarter  of  the  city ;  and,  at  his  own  expence,  fumifhed 
them  with  wood,  and  oil  for  the  lamps  in  the  night} 
whereas  before  his  time  they  were  never  opened  till  the 
rifnig,  and  were  (but  again  at  the  {btting  of  the  fun.  He 
built  a  great  many  fine  houfes  for  fuch  of  his  friends  and 
^minifters  as  had  fcrved  him  faithfully,  and  lived  without 
reproach.  He  furni(hed  the  governors  of  provinces,  at 
their  departure,  with  money,  and  other  ncceffary  articles ; 
that  is,  according  to  Lampridius,  witb  twenty  pounds 
weight  of  filver,  eight  mules,  two  horfes,  two  gowns,  a 
hundred  pieces  of  gold,  one  cook,  one  coachman,  and  one 
concubine,  if  the  perfon  he  named  was  not  married.  He 
founded  a  great  many  free-fchools'  in  Rome,  and  took  par- 
ticular care  of  the  children  of  noble,  but  decayed  families. 
He  embeiliflied  Rome  with  an  incredible  numoer  of  ftately 
buildings ;  repaired  moft  of  the  ancient  ftrudures,  retain- 
ing the  names  of  their  firft  founders ;  and  erefled  in  the 
great  fquare  of  Nerva  ftatues  in  honour  of  moft  gf  the  em- 
perors his  predeceflbrs,  with  infcriptions  on  columns  of 
brafs,  containing  fuccinft  accounts  of  all  their  memorable 
af^ions. 

'  «  Alex.  Vit,  p.  124,  »3o* 
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Alekitnder  was  a  great  encourager  of  learning,  took  iriucfi 
I  delight  in  convcrfing  with  learned  menj  and  fpent  all  this 
time  he  could  fpare  from  public  affairs  ih  reading  the  Greek 
an4  Latin  authors,  efpecially  Plato's  Commonwealth,  Tally's 
Office^,  the  works  of  Horace,  of  Virgil,  whom  he  ufea 
to  (tyle  the  Plato  of  the  poets,  and  of  Serenus  Samnionicus; 
He  was  himfelf  well  verfed  in  all  the  branches  of  po-  HuleafH* 
lite  literature,  and  celebrated  in  verfe  the  exploits  of  foinc  *^*  , 
of  his  predeceflbrs  ^-  He  applied  hiinfelf  chiefly  td  the 
ftudy  of  judicial  aftrology,  which  was  by  his  orders  publicl/ 
taught  at  Rome  5  and  pretended  to  be  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  fcience  of  the  foothfeyers  and  augiirsj  both  a3 
to  the  entrails  of  facrifices,  and  the  flight  dnd  chipping  o( 
birds.  He  often  went  to  hear  the  poets  and  dratotd  declainl 
in  the  public  fchools,  but  would  not  allow  them  to  write 
any  .thing  in  his  praife.  In  fhort,  Alexander,  to  end  the 
liiftory  of  his  reign  with  the  words  of  Aurelius  Vi£lor, 
made  it  his  conftant  fiiidy  to  encourage  virtue  and  learnings 
to  reform  abufes,  to  reftore  the  military  difciplinei  and  to' 
difcharge,  with  the  greateft  fidelity  and  difintereftednefst 
fevery  duty  of  an  excellent  prince.  His  endeavours  were 
attenlled  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the  empire  would  have 
dill  retained  its  former  luftre,  had  thofe  who  fucceeded  hint 
firmly  maintained  what  he  had  fo  wifely  eftablifhed.  Some 
of  his  predeceflbrs,  namely  Trajan,  AntoninUs,  ihd  M; 
Aurelius,  performed  perhaps  greater  things  j  but  were 
older  when  they  came  to  the  empire  than  Alexander  wa^ 
at  the  time  of  his  death  **.  Of  the  writers  who  flouriflied 
in  his  reigni  the  reader  will  find  a  fuceinfi:  account  in  the 
iiotc  (P)i 

'  C  H  A  Pi 

*  Vit.  Ale*.  t>.  ill;  ^  Adr.  Vift.  ih  Vit  Alc«; 

(P)  Lanipridius,  In  his  life  aitiong   thofe   liiiforiahs    wltd 

oF  Alcxaiider,  oftcil  quotes  A-  wrote  with  morel  exadhicfs  thad 

chotiud,  Septimius,  and  Eucol-  elegance  (i).      Marius  Maxi* 

plus';  but  feenls  to  prefer  Sep-  •  nius  wtote  the  hiilory  of  the 

timius  to  thfe  other  two  (i).  fcrtipcrors  from  Trajan  to  Alex- 

They  flouriflied  linder  Alefxan-  ander,  dnd  i^  often  quoted  bjr 

der,  and  wrote  the  hiflory  of  the  Auguftihe   writers.     The 

that  prince'§  reign.    Gkirgllius  life  of  Alexander  was  likewife 

Martialis  likewife  cdmpofed  the  publilhed  by  Aureliud  Phiiip- 

hiflory  of  the  reign  ot  Alexan-  pus,  his  father's  freedmstn  U)i 

der,  dndi^  ranked  by  Vbpifcud  JtiliiU    Graiiiinus,    ithd    in-* 

(i)  Vii.  Alex,  p^  X19, 131,  ii6.        {%)  Vopilb,  Prob.  VIt«  p,  134^ 
(3)  Vit.  Alex.  p.  I  Iff. 

Yqu  Xllid  G  g  "ftniQei 


^^jj^^  claimed  him>mp.cror 


(  450  ) 

CHAP.     Lvni. 

^he  Roman  Ht/loryf/rom  the  Death  of  Alexander 
Severus  to  the  Captivity  of  Valerian^  when 
the  Empire  was  ufurped  by  thirty  Perfons  at 
once,  commonly  called  T'he  T[hirty  ^yrants^. 

Maximimu  r^jTMi^  murder  of  Alexander  occafioned  a  great  tumult 
^eUund         J^     and  con^fion  in  the  army  \  during  which  the  Pan* 
nonian  troops,  under  the  command  of  Maximinus,  pro- 
The  reft,  finding  no  other  appeared 

to 

when  the  two  brothers  Q^ln- 
tilii  were  aflaHinated  by  Com- 
modu8'iorder(5).  He  was  like- 
wife  for  fome  time  governor  of 
lUyricum  (6).  His  fon  was  at 
Roipe  in  die  reign  of  Commo- 
dus,  at  Ica^  towards  the  latter 
part  of  it  (7 )  •  He  was  fenator 
m  the  year  192,  the  lafl  of  the 
reign  of  Commodus,  and  nam- 
ed praetor  for  the  enfuing  year 
by  Pertinaz,  who  had  a  parti- 
cular kindnefs  and  efteem  for 
him  (8).  He  was  appcHOted 
conful  $y  the  emperor  Severus 
(9) ;  attended,  ^  after  that, 
prince's  death,  his  fori  Carsi- 
calla  into  the  £aft(i},  and 
fpoke  with  him,  for  the  laft 
time,  at  Nicomedia,  about  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  21^  (s). 
Macrinus  named    him  to  the 

fovemm^nt.  of  Smyrna  and 
e;rgamu8,  which,  he  held  un- 
der Heliogabalus,  and  was  fiili 
in  Afia,  in  the  year  221  (3). 
From  iV^a.he  went  into  Bithy-. 
nia,  wh^D9e  he  was  recalled, 
and  appointed  governor,  firft  of 


ftru6led  Alexander  in  rhetoric, 
left  fome  declamations,  which 
were  extant  in  the  time  of  Lam- 
pridius  (4).  Beiides  the  cele- 
brated civilians,  Ulpianps  and 
Paulus,  Flprentinu^,  ^lius 
Marcianus,  Hermo|;enes  or 
Hermogenianus,  Calliftrata,  and 
Qf^  Claudius  Venuleius  Satur- 
ninus,  whofe  names  are  famous 
in  the  Panders,  were  all  Papi- 
nian's  difciples,  and  flourifhed 
under  Alexander ;  as  did  like- 
wife  Ilerennius  Modeflinus, 
who  was  preceptor  to  Maxinii* 
nus,  the  fon  or  the  emperor  of 
that  name,  iind  compiled  feve- 
ral  books  of  jurifprudence,  and, 
among  the.  reft,  one  in  Greek, 
on^the  excufes  of  guardians. 

But  the  moft  faipous  of  all 
the  writers.who  flourifhed  under 
Alexander,  was  the  celehratcd 
hiftorian  Dio  Cai^us,  called 
alfo  Caflius  Coccelus  or,  Coccei- 
anus.  He  was  a,  native  of  Ni- 
cscain  Bithynia,  the  fon  of  A- 
pfonianus,  who,  was  goveri^Qr^ 
of.Cilicia  about,  the.  year  183, 


U)  Vit*  iyiex.  p.  1 15.  (5)  Dio,  lib.  Ixjx.  p.  78S*  &  lib.  Ixxit, 

p.  it:  (6)  Idem,  lib.  xlix.  p.  413.  (7}  Ideoi,  lib.  Ixxii.  p. 

Si  8.  (S)idein  ibid«  p-  870, 8^7.  &  lib.  Ixxiii.  p.  815.  (9)  Idem, 
lib,  Ixxvi.  p.  869.  (i)  Idem,  lib.  Ixxviif.  p.  8t||  8i4.  (»)  Dio, 
iib.lxxix.  p«909,  (3}  Idemi  p«  915. 
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to  claim  Of  difpute  that  title,  followed  their  estample,  and 
took  the  ufual  oaths  to  Maxitninus,  after  he  had  folemn]]r 
declared,  that  he  had  not  been  acceffary  to  the  death  of 
Alexander.     The  new  emperor  immediately  declared  his 
fon   MaximinuSy  Caefar,  and  prince  of  the  Roman  youth, 
invefted   him  with  the  tribunitial  and  proconfular  power, 
honoured  him  with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  and  took  him  for 
bis  partner  in  the  fovereignty.     The  fenate,  whom  he  ac- 
quainted,   as  foon   as  poffible,  with  his  acceffion  to  the 
empire,  not  daring  to  oppofe  the  choice  of  the  foldiery, 
confirmed  it  5  fo  that  Maximinus  w^s,  without  the  leaft 
oppofition,  acknowleged  emperor  by  the  fenate,  the  people, 
and  the  army?.  He  wa«,  according  to  Syncellus<i,  a  native  His  ex* 
of  Thrace ;  according  to  Herodian,  Capitolinus,  and  Jor-  traaion 
nandes,  born  in  a  village  on  the  confines  of  that  province,  ^nipre'' 
and  the  country  of  the  Barbarians.     His  father,  named  /^''«waf/« 
Micea,  or  Micca,  was  a  Goth ;  and  his  mother  Ababa,  or 


pMax.  Vit.  p.  x4s. 

Africa,  afi:erward8  of  lUyricum, 
and    laflly   of  Pannonia ;     in 
which  governments  he  acquit- 
ted himfelf  fo  faithfully,  that 
Alexander,  upon  his  return  to 
Rome,    honoured  him  with  a 
iecond  confulfhip  in  the  year 
?28  (4).    Db  Caffius  wrote  in 
eight  decades,  that  is,  in  eighty 
books,     the    Roman    faiflory, 
from  the  landing  of  ^neas  in 
Italy,  to  the  reign  of  the  em- 
peror Alexander  (c)  ;  he  fpent 
ten  years  in  colle<^ing  the  ne« 
ceflary  materials  for  fo  great 
a  work,    and  twelve  more  in 
compoiing  it  (6).     His  account 
of    the     public     tranfadtions, 
from  the  reign    of    Commo- 
dus  to  that  of  Alexander,  is 
very    particular    and   minute  j 
for  he  then  began  to  write^.  not 
what    he  had    learned    "from 
others,  but  what  he  had;  him- 
felf feen   and  obfervei.    His 
ifyte,  according  to  Photius,  is' 
fublime,  and  anfwerable  to.  the 
gr£4|3ifi&  of  his  fubjea.    He. 


q  Sync.  p.  3614 

propofed   Thucydides   for  his 
model,    and  does  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  Photius,  fall  much 
fhort  of  that  excellent  writer(7)» 
The  firft  thirty-four  books  have 
,been  long  fince  entirely  lofl  5 
and    of    the   thirty^  fifth'  only 
fome  fragments  are  remaining : 
the  following  books,  from  the 
end  of  the  thirty-fifth  to  the 
fifty-fourth,  are  thought  to  be 
entire;   but  the  next  {\x,  are, 
in  fome  places,  ilrangely  mu- 
tilated and  jcorrupted.    Of  the 
twenty    lafi    we    have    only 
feme  fragments  publifhed    by 
Fulvius  Urfinus  and  M.  Valois. 
However,    that  great  lofs  has 
been  in  fome  degree  fupplied 
by  John  Xiphilin,  who  was  pa- 
triarch of  Conftantinople  in  the 
eleventh   century,   and   epito- 
mized Dio's  hiftory  from  thcJ 
thirty-fifth  book. to  the  endi 
This  epitome  is  greatly  edeem- 
ed  by  the  leaonet^  and  chQughc 
tateveryexa^t. 


(4)  Dio,  lib.  Uxxt.p«9i7*         (5)  Suid.    p.  753*  (0  Mem, 

lib.  Ixxii,  pV  819,  (7)  Phot.  cap.  71.  p,  105. 
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Abala,  an  Alan '.    He  is  ftyled  in  the  ancient  infcriptions 
C.  Julius  Verus  Maximinus.     He  was  of  a  very  mean  ej- 
tra^ion»  and,   in  his  early  youth,  a  fhepherd,  but  of  a 
gigantic  ftature,  being  eight  feet  aird  an  half  tall,  and  be- 
fides  exceedingly  well  (haped,  all  his  limbs  anfwering  his 
His  m^ht^   ftature  in  fymmetry  and  proportion.     Of  his  (Irength  won- 
frtngth^      derful  things  are  related  by  the  ancients  :  he  was  often  fcen 
to  draw  a  loaded  waggon,  which  two  oxen  could  fcarce 
move,  to  tear  up  trees  by  the  roots,  to  crumble  pebbles  be- 
tween his  fingers,  &c.     Befides,  he  was  fo  bold  and  cou- 
rageousi  that  he  delighted  in  expofing  himfelf  to  the  great- 
eft  dangers :  whence  he  was  called,  for  his  courage  and 
valour,  Achilles,  Heftor,  and  Ajax  5  for  his  ftrength,  Her- 
cules, Antseus,  and  Milo  -,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  for  his 
favage  cruelty,  Bufiris,  Phalaris,  and  Cyclops. 
On  nvkMt        He  was  firft  known  to  the  emperor  Septimius  Severus  on 
occafi9H        the  following  occafion  :  that  prince  having  exhibited,  as  he 
firfi  kMonun  paflTed  through  Thrace,  feme  military  games  and  exercifes 
'*       ?Y.    in  honour  of  his  fecond  fon  Geta,  and  propofed  prizes  for 
timiuj         ^^^  conquerors,  Maximinus,  at  that  time  about  twenty  years 
Sevirus.      old,  intreated  the  emperor,  partly  in  the  Latin,  and  partly 
in  the  Thracian  language,  for  leave  to  enter  the  lifts,  and 
try  his  (kill.     The  emperor,  admiring  his  (ize,  matched 
him,  not  with  the  foldiers,  as  he  was  a  Barbarian,  but  vrith 
fome  pf  the  ftrongeft  Haves  in  the  camp  ;  whom  he  over- 
came, fixteen  one  after  the  other.    In  confequence  of  thefe 
viftories,  the  emperor  ordered  him  to  be  lifted  among  the 
horfe.     A  few  days  after,  as  the  emperor  was  vifiting  the 
different  quarters  of  the  camp  on  horfeback,  Maximmus» 
accofting  him,  began  to  run  by  him.     The  emperor,  to  try 
whether  he  could  run  as  well  as  he  could  wreftle,  put  his 
horfe  upon  a  full  gallop,  and  rode  quite  round  the  camp, 
Maximinus  keeping  clofe  by  him  the  whole  time,   till  both 
he  and  his  horfe  were  quite  weary.     Then  turning  to  him, 
**  Thracian  (faid  he),  art  thou  now  difpofed  to  wreftle  ?'* 
**  I  am  (anfwered  Maximinus),  as  much  as  you  ptcafe.** 
The  emperor  immediately  difmounted,  and  ordjered  fome 
of  the  ftrongeft  foldiers>  a^id  beft  wreftlers,  in  the  army,  to 
enter  the  lifts  with  him ;.  of  whom  he  overcame  and  threw 
down  feven,  as  if  they  had.  been  fo  many  children.     The 
emperor  was  fo  pleafcd  with  his  ftrength  and  aftivity,  that 
•    be  prefented  him  with  a  golden  collar,  placed  him  among 
his  guards,  and  heaped  many  favours  upon  him,  appointing 
him  extraordinary  allowances,  the  common  pay  not  being 

fttfficient  to  fupport  him  :  for  he  ufed  to  eat,  according  to 

» 

'  HerodUib.  vi.  p.585.  Jornaud.  Kegnvcap,  »ft,. 
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Julius  Capitolinus,  forty,  according  to  ^Iius  CarduSj  a  ' 
more  ancient  hiilorian,  (ixty  pounds  weight  of  flefh  a-day ; 
and  to  drink  eight  amphorae  of  wine^  that  is,  fix  gallons^ 
without  indulging  to  excefs  '. 

He  was  preferred  by  Caracalla  to  the  poft  of  a  centurion :  ^nfernd 
but  quitted  the  army  upon  that  prince's  death,  being  unwil-  ^ ^^' 
ling  to  ferve  under  Macrinus,  the  chief  author  of  the  mur-  '^ 
der,  and  retired  to  his  own  country.     When  Heliogabalus 
obtained  the  empire,  he  offered  his  fervice  to  him ;  and, 
being  admitted  again  into  the  army,  he  was,  by  the  intereft 
of  his  friends,  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  tribune  ;  but  always 
declined,  under  fome  pretence  or  other,  attending  the  em* 
peror,  who  had  difobliged  him  with  an  impure  jefl,  allud- 
ing to  his  amazing  ftrength.    He  had  even  abfented  him- 
felf  from  Rome,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  fight  of  that 
lewd  monfter ;  but  returned  thither  when  he  underftood, 
that  Alexander  was  raifed  to  the  empire ;  and  was  by  that  Hits 
prince  received  with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of  kindnefs  grgatfyfa' 
and  efteem,   recommended  by  him  to  the  fenate,  created  "^1"^'^^ 
fenator,    and   honoured   with    the    command  of  a  new-  ^'*^     • 
raifed  legion,  which  the  emperor  thought  him  well  qualified 
to  inftruf^  in  the  military  exercifes.     In  that  office  he  ac- 
quitted himfelf  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  Alexander  preferred 
him  to  a  higher  command,  and,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
German  war,   charged  him  with  the  care  of  difciplining 
the  new- raifed  troops,  confifting  chiefly  of  Pannonians. 

Maximinus  no  fooner  faw  himfelf  vefted  with  th6  fove-  fUj  cruelty 
reign  power,  than  he  difmifled  all  who  had  been  employed  after  his 
by  Alexander  in  places  of  truft,  and  appointed  creatures  of  ^ceffiontQ 
his  own  in  their  room,  feleflcd,  for  the  moft  part,  out  of  '^'  '«#''■'• 
the  very  dregs  of  the  people.     He  made  it  his  chief  ftudy 
to  gain  the  affedions  of  the  foldicry ;  but  choofing  rather 
to  be  feared  than  loved  by  the  reft  of  his  fubjefbs,  he  began 
his  reign  with  unheard-of  cruelties*.    All  thofe  who  had 
been  intimate  with  Alexander,  orlhcwed  the  Icaft  concern 
for  his  death,  were,  by  his  orders  inhumanly  maflacred ; 
the  fenators,  whom  that  prince  had  created  were  degraded ; 
and  the  officers  he  had  raifed,  under  various  pretences, 
difcharged,  and  moft  of  them  bani(hed.     Being  afhamed  of 
the  meannefs  of  his  extraction,  he  caufed  all  thofe  who  knew 
his  parents,,  or  any  of  his  family,  to  be  privately  murdered, 
though  many  of  them  had   relieved  him  when   in   a  low 
condition,  and,  by  their  intereft,  raifed  him  in  the  army. 
»  His  cruelty  was  exafperated  by  the  confpiracy  of  Magnus,  J^^^* 
^  confular  of  an  illuftrious  family  and  great  merit.    He  M^ns, 

f  Herod,  lib.  vi.  p«  585.    Max.  Vit.  p.  zjg,  i39t 

G  g  3  engaged 


454 


knrmftd 

and  mur» 
dtred. 


Iif$ucimimt9 

gatnsje-  ' 

tprits.  over 
the  Gfr* 


The  Roman  Hjfiory.         * 

engaged  feveral  of  Alexander's  old  foldiers  to  break  down 
the  bridge  which  that  prince  had  built  over  the  Rhine^ 
after  Maximinus  had  pafled  it»  and  abandon  him  to  the  ene- 
my. But  the  confpiracy  being  difcovered,  all  thofe  whom 
Maximinus  only  fufpeded  to  have  been  privy  to  it,  were 
inhumanly  mafiacted,  to  the  number  of  four  thoufand, 
without  being  tried,  or  even  examined;  a  circumftance 
which  induced  many  to  believe,  that  the  plot  was  only  a 
contrivance  of  Maximinus,  to  rid  himfelf  of  thofe  who  gave 
him  umbrage  ^ 

A  few  days  after  the  confpiracy  of  Magnus,  the  Ofrhoe- 
nians,  who  lerved  in  the  army,  and  had  been  always  greatly 
attached  to  the  late  emperor,  no  longer  doubting  that  he 
had  been  afiai&nated  by  Maximinus's  orders,  openly  revolt- 
ed, proclaimed  T.  Quartinus  emperor,  and  attired  him, 
much  againft  his  inclination,  with  the  imperial  '  purple, 
and  all  the  enfigns  of  fovereignty.  But  foon  after  Macedo, 
who  had  been  the  chief  author  of  the  revolt,  and  pretended 
great  friendfliip  for  Quartinus,  murdered  him  while  he 
was  rep'ofing  in  his  tent,  and  carried  his  head  to  Maximi- 
nus, who,  inftead  of  rewarding  him  according  to  his  ex- 
E eolation,  caufed  him  to  be  executed  for  rebelling  againft 
is  prince,  and  betraying  his  friend  °.  The  Ofrhoenians 
returning  to  their  duty  after  the  death  of  Quartinus,  the 
following  year,  when  Severus  and  Quintianus  were  confuls« 
Maximinus  entered  Germany  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  ravaged  the  country,  burnt  the  enemy's  habitations, 
carried  off  all  their  corn  and  cattle,  and  took  an  incredible 
number  of  prifoners.  Several  battles  were  fought  in  the 
woqds  and  marfhes,  in  each  of  which  the  emperor  killed 
'many  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand,  difcharging  every 
duty  of  a  gallant  foldier  and  experienced  commander.  He 
chofe  always  to  fight  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  often 
grappled  with  the  enemy  hand  to  hand  like  a  common  fol- 
dier* Having  in  one  encounter,  to  encourage  hi?  men, 
juihed  fword  in  hand  into  the  midft  of  the  .enemy,  he  was 
furiounded  on  all  fides,  and  muft  have  been  either  killed 
or  taken,  not  with  (landing  his  extraordinary  ftrength,  in 
which  he  placed  too  much  confidence,  had  not  his  troops, 
animated  by  the  example  of  their  general,  battened  to  bis 
refcue.  He  tranfmitted  an  account  of  his  viftories  to  the 
fenate  ;  telling  them,  among  other  things,  that  he  had  laid 
wafte  the  enemy's  country  to  the  extent  of  .four  hundred  miles  j 
dcftroyed  onej  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  villages  5  taken 
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an  incredible  number  of  ^rifoners,  and  fought  more  battles 
than  any  of  the  ancients  had  ever  feen.  He  ordered  hi§ 
exploits  to  be  reprefented  in  paintings  and  hung  up  in  the 
fquares  and  public  places  at  Rome.  For  thefe  vidories  the 
fehate  decreed  both  to  him  and  his  fon,  the  title  of  Ger- 
manicus,  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen  on  feveral  of  his  medals^. 

From  Germany  he  marched  into  Illyricuih,  and  having  Yr.  of  Fl. 
paiTed  the  winter  at  Sirmium  in  Pannonia,  where  he  enter-      *584' 
ed  upon  his  firft  conlViKhipi  and  took  Africanus  for  his  col-  ^' J?'  *3^* 
league^  early  in  the  fpring  he  led  hh  ^fmy  into  the  cOun-     '    '  ^*^* 
tries  of  the  Dacians  and  Sarmatians,  gained  feveral  vifto-  Ovgrcoms 
ries  over  thofe  barbai-ous  nations,  and  obliged  them  to  fub-  theDa* 
mit  to  fuch  terms  as  he  was  pleafed  to  impofe.    He  had  ««« and 
nothing  lefs  in  view  than  to  extend  the  borders  of  the  em-  ^^"w/i- 
pire  to  the  northern  ocean  ;  a  defign  which  he  would  have  **'* 
eafily  accompliihed,  fays  Herodian  ^  had  he  not  been  in- 
terrupted bv  a  civil  war,  and  great  commotions  at  home, 
occafioned  oy  his  deteftable  cruelty  and  infatiable  avarice.  HiscrmUy.^ 
He  encouraged  informers,  feigned  plots,  and  condemned^ 
without  diftinflion  of  quality,  fex,  or  age,  all  who  were 
accufed,  feizing  their  eftates,  and  reducing  the  richeft  fa- 
milies in  Rome  to  beggary.    Perfons  of  the  greateft  dif- 
tin£tion  were  fnatched  away  from  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions,   and,  upon  various  groundlefs  accufations,  carried 
into  Pannonia,  to  be  judged  by  the  emperor,  who  never 
failed  to  condemn  them  either  to  death  or  banifhment,  and 
to  confifcate  their  eftates,  whether  the  crimes  laid  to  their 
fchargc  were  proved  or  not.    Not  fatisfied  with  the  wealth 
of  fo  many  illuftrious  families,  he-  plundered  the  temples^ 
(tripped  the  public  buildings  of  their  ornaments,  and  feiz- 
ed  on  the  public  money  in  the  cities,  allotted  for  the  main- 
tenance or  diverfions  of  the  people.    This  rapacity  alarmed 
the  populace,  and  difpofed  them  to  a  general  revolt,  which  V^ff^^ 
firft  broke  out  in  Africa,  about  the  middle  of  May  of  the  ^J^^^^ 
enfuing  year,  when  Perpetuus  and  Cornelianus  were  con- 
fuls,  on  the  following  occafion  :  two  yoiing  men  of  great 
diftinftion  being  condemned' by  the  emperor's  receiver  in 
that  province,  who  opprefled  the  people  in  a  moft  tyranni- 
cal manner,  to  pay  a  fine  which  would  have  reduced  thenl 
to  beggary,  confpired  to  fave  their  fortunes  by  deftroying 
him  ;  and  accordingly,  having  gained  fome  foldiers  of  the 
kgibti  quartered  there,  they  ruihed  upon  him  unexpe£l;edly, 
aiid  cut  in  pieces  both  him  and  the  foldiers  who  attempted 
to  defend  him. 

V  Goltz,  p.  loz,  ioi«  Birag.  p.  %%^*       ^  Herod^  lib*  vii*  p«  591* 
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This  mttrder,  they  well  knew,  the  emperor  would  never 
pardon ;  therefore,  well  apprifed  that  the  only  means  of 
efcaping  the  punifliment  due  to  their  crime,  was  to  create 
a  new  prince,  they  openly  revolted,  and,  with  the  con-p 
currenf^e  pf  the  people,  who  could  no  longer  bear  the  ty<f» 
if^fdiim  rannical  gpyemment  of  Mjiximinusi  proclaiiped  GordianuSj 
frfclmm^  at  th^t  time-  proconful  of  Africa,  emperor  in  his  room. 
*JMe!i  ^  Pordianus  was  defeended  of  an  illuftrious  family,  poflefled 
of  immenfe  wealth,  and  univerfally  belpved  both  at  Rome 
and  in  the  provinces,  many  of  which  he  had  governed,  oq 
account  of  his  extfaordinary  merit  and  virtues ;  bjat  as  he 
yrzB  advanced  in  years,  l>eing  at  this  time  eighty  and  up-» 
wards,  when  the  people  broke  unexpectedly  into  his  houfe, 
9nd  faluted  him  with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  he  threw  him-r 
iclf  upon  the  ground,  and  begged,  with  many  tears,  they 
would  fuffer  him  to  fpend  the  poor  remains  of  his  life  in 

Race,  and  choofe  fome  other  more  able  to  deliver  the  ftate 
>pi  the  tyrannical  yoke  under  which  it  groaned.  But  the 
people,  and  at  their  head  Mauritius,  a  p«rfon  of  great  au? 
thority  among  them,  continuing  unalterable  in  their  former 
refolution,  Gordianus  was  conftrained  to  accept  the  en^ 
^gns  and  title  of  emperor ;  which  he  had  no  fooner  done, 
fhan,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  all  the  Africans,  he  took 
his  fon,  whp  bore  the  fame  name,  was  then  his  lieutenant, 
and  had  been  cpniful,  for  hiji  partner  in  the  empire.  From 
Thyfdrus,  an  important  city  in  Byzacene,  npt  far  from 
Adrumetum,  where  this  tranfaftion  happened^  Gordianus 
marched  to  Carthage,  and  made  his  entry,  arrayed  with  the 
imperial  purple,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  fai 
luting  h^ni  with  ^he  titl^  pf  Gordianus  Africanus, 
^mnriia  From  Carthage  he  wrote  tP  the  fet^ate  and  people  of 
If  /A#/#*  RomC|  iicquainting  them  with  what  had  happened  in  Africa, 
f¥f.  *  and  afluring  them,  that  be  had  jicccpted  the  empire  with 

reluctance,  and  was  ready  tp  reQgp,  if  they  did  not  think 
fit  to  confirp  his  ^leflipn.  In  the  decrees  ^{[^hich  he  fent 
with  his  letters^  and  ordered  to  be  publiihedi  wilh  the  ap« 
probation  of  tne  fenate,  he  aHpwed  ^11  exiles  tp  return 
home,  baniihed  the  infprnoers,  pipmifed  large  fums  to  the 
people,  and  to  the  foldiery  ^  greater  bounty  than  any  em« 
peror  had  ever  given.  At  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  all 
the  gr^^t  ixitxi  in  Rome,  tapSt-cf  whom  were  his  particular 
friends,  encpuiaging  them  to  exert  themfelve^  on  the  pre*; 
lent  pcpafion,  and  join  him  i^  refcviipg  Rome  from  ^he  in* 
Supportable  tyranny  pf  Maximinus,  which  w^s  the  Qi^y  mor 
tive  that  had  prompted  him,  in  his  pld  age,  to  (ubmit  to  fo 
neavy  a  burden  t/^  the  empire.  In  his  letter  to  Junius  Syt 
|anus;i  the^i  ^onfulj  ^e  charged  that  magiftrate  to  cut  off| 
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^thout  delay,  Vitalianus,  who  commanded  the  body  x>t 
the  pr^torian  guards  that  had  been  left  in  Rome,  and  was 
greatly  attached  to  Maximinus,  being  of  a  no  lefs  cruel  and 
favage  temper  than  that  tyrant.    Syllanus,  upon  the  receif^    * 
of  this  letter,  fent  the  quaeftor,  attended  by  fpmc  refolute 
men^  with  letters  to  Vitalianus,  which  he  pretended  to  have 
juft  received  from  Maximinus,  enjoining  them  to  difpatch 
him  while  he  was  perufing  them ;  an  a£tk)n  which  they 
perpetrated  accordingly,  and  then  declared,  that  what  thcT 
had  done  was  by  Maximinus's  orders :  a  pretence  whicn 
was  believed  5  for  thus  he  ufed  to  treat  even  his  heft  friends. 
After  this  execution,  the  conful  Syllanus  afTembled  at 
his  houfe  the  praetors,  aediles,  and  tribunes  of  the  people  ; 
and,  attended  by  them,  went  to  the  fenate  \  where  he  read 
the  letters  which  Gordianus  had  written  both  to  them,  and 
to  him  in  particular.     The  fenate,  in  a  tranfport  of  Joy,  ^hoac'^ 
declared,  without  the  lead  hefitation,   the  two  Gordians  *?**«^^^ 
emperors,  the  two  Maximins  public  enemies  ^  and  ofii^red  ^^  ^J^* 
a  gr^at  reward  to  whoever  fhould  kill  either  of  then».     At  declart 
the  fame  time  they  named  to  the  praetorfliip  of  the  enfuing  MaximiMa$ 
year  a  third  Gordian,  grandfon  to  the  elder,  though  then  ^P^^ 
only  twelve  years  old.    Thefe  proceedings,  however,  were  ^*'*y'* 
kept  fecret,  till  the  fenate  had  taken  the  neceflary  meafures 
for  deftroying  at  once  the  party  of  the  Maximins  in  Rome  ; 
which  fteps  were  no  fooner  taken,  than  they  reported  that 
they  were  both  killed,  and  that  the  two  Gordians  reigned 
in  their  room.    The  edifts  of  the  latter  were  publicly  hung 
up,  and  their  images  carried  to  the  camp,  with  their  letters 
to  the  foldiery,  who  being,  after  the  death  of  Vitalianus, 
deftitute  of  a  leader,  readily  fubrnitted  to  the  Gordians.. 
The  people,  tranfported  with  rage  againft  Maximinus  hardly 
to  be  e^preifed,  immediately  ran  and  pulled  down  all  his 
ftatues   and   monuments,    uttering  dreadful   imprecations 
againft  the  bloody  tyrant  and  his  fon.     At  the  fame  time  ThtfrUuds 
the  fenate  enafted  a  decree,  condemning  all  the  friends  of  ^Maxu 
Maximinus,  and  the  minifters  of  his  cruelty.    Such  as  had  ?'*"''  ^ 
not  the  good  fortune  to  efcape,  were  maiTacred  without  J^'dT^^^ 
mercy  by  the   enraged   multitude,   dragged  through  the 
ftreets,  and  thrown  into  the  common  fewer.    Several  in* 
liocient  pi^rfon^  periibed  with  the  guilty,  many  embracing 
that  opportunity  to  difpatch  their  private  enemies  or  credit 
tors.     Sabinus,  governor  of  Rome,  endeavouring  to  fup-^ 
prefs  thefe  diforders,  had  his  brains  dafhed  out  with  a  blow 
from  one  t)f  the  mob,  and  bis  body  was  left  for  fome  time 
in  the  public  ftre^t  y. 
y  Gordian.  Vit.  p.  153,  j(  ftq.    Max.  Vit  p.  143,  &ieq.    Hc- 


;|c8  ^^^  Raman  Hjftcfy.    - 

Thi/fMii  '^  ^^  mean  time  it  being  publicly  known,  tbat  M  s^tm^ 
mUfawum  BUS  Was  ftiil  alive,  the  fenate  iflbed  a  fecond  decree  againft 
nnfokfrom  faimi  declaring  both  him  and  bis  fon  public  enonies;  mA 
Maxima  ^  ^^  fj^ie  time  difpatched  perfons  of  the  greateft  inter^ft 
*"'*  md  authority  into  all  the  provinces,  with  letters  to  the  pib^ 

confiils,  presidents,  lieutenants,  and  tribunes»  exhortiil|^ 
them  to  join  in  the  common  caufe^  and  exert  themfelv;e^  te 
defence  of  their  common  liberties,  againft  a  bl'ood-thirAiy 
tyrant,  and  public  enemy.  They  likewife  ch;ofe  r*r<fciity 
feiiatDrs,  who  had  all  been  confuls,  and  dii^rfed  in  difefL 
ent  parts  of  Italy,  with  orders  to  guard  night  and  day  all 
the  roadsi  ports,  and  harbours,  that  no  account  of  what  had 
paBed  at  Rome  might  be  tranfmitted  to  Maximitius  before 
the  arrival  of  Gordian.  The  letters  of  the  fenate  were  re* 
eeived  in  moft  cities  and  provinces  with  incredible  joy^  ^Md 
a  dreadful  flaughter  was  made  of  the  officers  and  friends 
of  Maximinus.  Only  a  few  places  continued  faithful  to 
him,  and  either  delivered  up  to  the  tyrant,  or  mailacred^ 
the  deputies  of  the  fenate.  At  Rome  perfons  of  all  ranks 
and  ages,  even  the  women  and  children,  crowded  to  the 
temples^  befeeching  the  gods,  that  they  would  never  fufier 
the  inhuman  tyrant  to  approach  the  city  ^ 
HtsTMRi  Maximinus,  who  was  at  this  time  either  in  Thrace  or 
upQnthi  Sarmatia,  icon  received  intelligence  of  what  had  pafied  at 
nivfs  of  Rome  and  in  Africa,  notwithftanding  all  the  precaution§ 
$hi  nvoii.  ^f  ^jj^  fenate  j  even  a  copy  of  their  decree,  declaring  hini 
a  public  enemy,  and  fetting  a  price  upon  his  head>  Wad 
tranfmitted  to  him ;  upon  the  reading  of  which  ht  ~fle# 
into  fucb  a  rage,  as  can  hardly  be  exprefled  or  conceived  2 
.more  like  a  wild  beaft  than  a  human  creature,  fays  the  au* 
thor  of  his  life,  he  heat  his  head  againft  the  wall,  thre^ 
himfelf  upon  the  ground,  tore  %is  royal  robes^  drew  his 
fword,  and  after  having  uttered  dreadful  menaces  againft 
the  fenate,  fell  upon  thofe  who  ftood  next  to  him.  Ht 
would  h^ve  kilted  his  fon,  had  he  not  avoided  his  prefbnce, 
for  having  refafed  to  quit  him,  and  live  at  Rome,  accord- 
ing to  his  father's  advice,  upon  their  firft  coming  to  the  em- 
pire ;  for  he  believed  his  prefence  would  have  kept  the  fe- 
nate and  people  in  awe,  and  prevented  this  revolt.  In  fliort, 
fuch  was  bis  fury,  that  his  friends  confidering  him  as  ai 
man  bereaved  of  his  underftanding,  with  much  diiEculty 
difarmed  him,  and  carried  him  to  his  apartment.  Being 
returned  to  himfelf,  he  fpent  fome  days  in  deliberating  with 
his  council  ^bout  the  moft  proper  meafufes  to  be  pureed 
at  fuch  an  important  conjunflure.     Then  aflembling  his 

2  Herod,  lib.  vii.  p.  599.    Max.  Viti  p.  i4i» 

army,  . 


The  Roman  ISftofy.  459 

anny»  fae  acquainted  them  with  the  ftate  of  affairs,  pretend- 
ing to  be  under  no  apprehenfion,  and  promifing  to  diflribute 
among  them  the  eftates  of  the  fenators  and  African  rebels. 

Having  concluded  his  fpeechj  he  gave  his  foldiers  a  great  Hemarchgt 
bounty,  and,  without  lofs  of  time,  began  his  march  to-  for  Italj. 
wards  Italy.  The  troops  not  {hewing  fo  much  ardour  sks  he 
expefted,  he  wrote  to  his  fon,  who  was  marching  with  a 
feparate  body  at  fome  diftance,  to  join  him  with  all  poffi- 
ble  expedition,  left  the  army  (hould,  in  his  abfence,  at- 
tempt his  life*  At  the  fame  time  he  difpatched  perfons  to 
Rome,  to  publilh  in  his  name  a  general  pardon  with  re* 
fpe£l  to  all  pad  injuries,  and  with  them  letters  to  Sabinus^ 
in  which  was  inclofed  a  copy  of  the  decree,  declaring  him 
a  public  enemy;  for  he  fuppofed  Sabinus,  who  had  ab- 
iented  himfelf  that  day  from  the  fenate,  to  be  altogether 
ignorant  of  what  liad  pafied  K  While  Maximinus  pro« 
ceeded  in  his  march  towards  Italy,  the  face  of  affairs  was 
quite  changed  in  Africa:  a  fenator,  named  Capelianus, 
had  been  appointed  governor  of  Mauritania  by  Maximinus,  '    % 

with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  under  his  command,  to 
make  head  againft  the  Moors  not  fubje£t  to  Rome,  who 
conftantly  infefted  the  Roman  territories.    But  Gordianus, 
to  whom  he  had  ever  been  a  declared  enemy,  and  whom 
be  had  on  all  occafions  oppofed,  immediately  di&harged 
him,  and  named  another  in  his  r^oom.     Capelianus,  who 
was  an  officer  of  great  valour  and  experience,  inftead  of 
obeying  the  orders  of  the  new  emperor,  aflembled  all  his 
forces,  levied  feveral  companies  of  Moors,  and  having  with  CapilUunu 
incredible  difpatch  coUe£):ed  a  very  confiderable^  body  of  raifes 
well-difciplined  and  refolute  men,  marched  at  their  head  to  fi^^*^  ^- 
Carthage*    His  approach  alarmed  the  city :  the  inhabitants,  ^'^ 
however,  immediately  armed  themfelves,  and  marched  out, 
under  the  condu6^  of  Gordianus  the  younger,   to  meet 
the  enemy.     A  bloody  engagement  enfued,  in  which  Gor- 
dianus's  raw  and  undifciplined  troops  performed  wonders ; 
but  were  in  the  end  routed,  and  moil  of  them  cut  iii  pieces, 
cither  in  the  battle  or  the  purfuit.     Gordianus  himfelf  was  Their 
killed  in  the  field ;  a  circumftance  which ^  together  with  the  deutfu 
lofs  of  the  battle,  and  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  reduced 
the  father  to  fuch  defpair,  that  heftrangled  himfelf  with  his 
own  girdle**.   Such  was  the  end  of  the  two  Gordians  (  Q^), 

aftet 

«  Gord.   Vit.  p.  157,   158.    Herod,  p.  601.      Majc.  Vit.  p.  141. 
^  Herod,  lib.  vii.  p.  601,  603.    OoiM.  Vit.  p.  15S.  Max*  Yit.  p.  145* 


(Q^)  They  were  fprung  from    luftrious  families ib  Rome.  Gor- 
two  of  the  moft  ancient  and  iU    dianus  tlxe  father  was  the  fon  of 

Msecius 


J 
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after  they  bad  reigned,  according  to  the  moft  probable  opi- 
nion %  one  month  and  fix  days.  'ThcL 

«  Vide  Petav.  Doft.  Temp.  p.  337* 


Msecius  Marullus,  defcended 
60m  the  Qracchi,  and  of  Ul- 
pia  Gordiaoa^  of  the  family  of 
the  emperor  Trajan.  His  fa- 
ther, grandfather,  and  great- 
grandfather, had  been  confuls  ; 
and  he  himfelf  twice  difcharged 
that  honourable  office,  firil  with 
the  emperor  Caracalla  in  213, 
and  the  fecond  time  with  Alex- 
ander Severus  in  229,  His 
wcahh  was  anfwerable  to  his 
quality  ;  for  he  poflefled,  ac- 
cording to  Julius  Capitolinus, 
more  land  in  the  provinces  than 
any  private  man  in  Rome  (i). 
He  was  highly  eftecmcd  by  the 
emperor  Alexander,  who  re- 
turned public  thanks  to  the  fe- 
pate  for  preferring  fo  deferving 
a  perfon  to  the  government  of 
Africa,  ftyling  him,  in  the  let- 
ter which  he  wrote  on  that  oc- 
caiion,  a  nobleman  of  great 
magnanimity,  eloquence,  j^f- 
tice,  moderation,  integrity,  and 
goodnefs.  He  was  well  verfed 
in  all  the  branches  of  literature, 
cfpecially  in  ppetr}' ;  and  wrote 
in  his  youth  feveral  poems, 
which  were  greatly  efteemed, 
and,  among  the  reft,  one  inti- 
tled  Antoniniades,  defer ibjng, 
in  thirty  books,  the  lives  and 
wars,  the  public  and  private 
actions,  of  Antoninus  Pias,  and 
Marcus  Aurelius,  or  Antoni- 
nus Philofophus.  He  wrote 
likewife  in  profe  the  praifes  of 
tjie  Antonini.  After  his  ifecond 
confulfhip,  he  was  immediately 
fent  into  Africa,  in  quality  of 
j-roconful ;  wni9.h  office  he  dif- 
charged with  fuch  juftice,  equi- 


ty, and  moderation,  that  he 
was  univerfally  adored,  and 
more  beloved  by  the  people, 
than  any  goveriior  had  ever  been 
before  him  ;  fome  calling  him 
a  Scipio,  fome  a  Cato,  fome  a 
Mutius  Scaevola,  a  Rutilius,  a 
Laelius.  He  married  Fabia  O- 
reftilla,  the  daughter  of  Annius 
Severus,  and  grand -daughter  of 
the  emperor  M.  Aurelius ;  and 
had  by  her  a  daughter  named 
Maecia  Fauftina,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Junius  Balbus,  a  confu- 
lar;  and  a  fon,  flyled  in  the 
ancient  infcriptions  and  medals 
M»  Antonius  Gordianus  (2), 
with  the  title  of  Pontitex ; 
whereas  his  father  is  diftin- 
guiflied  with  that  of  Pontifex 
Maximus.  The  fon  had  an  ex*- 
traordinary  memory,  and  was 
well  verfed  in  polite  literature, 
having  had  Serenu»  Sammonlr 
cus  for  his  preceptor,  who  be- 
queathed him  his  famous  li- 
brary, conliiling  of  fixty-two 
thoufand  volumes.  He  wrote 
feveral  pieces  both  in  profe  and 
verfe.  He  was  well  ikilled  in 
the  law,  and  one  of  Alexander's 
chief  counfellors.  He  was  uni- 
verfally refpe6ted  on  account  of 
his  obliging  carriage,  and  ex- 
traordinary fweec  temper;  but 
loved  his  pleafures,  and  fpent 
moft  of  his  time  in  baths,  gar- 
dens, and  groves.  He  kept 
conft^ntly  twenty-t\vo  concu- 
bines, and  is  faid  to  have  had 
by  each  of  them  three  or  four 
children  ;  whence  he  was  called 
the  Priam  us,  and  fatirically  the 
Priapus,  of  his  time.    He  was 


(ij  Gord.  yit.  p.  151,  ip.  ^%)  Gq1ijB|  p.  19»* 
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This  news  of  their  death  threw  the  whole  city  into  the 
utmofl  conflernation.     However,    as  the  Romans  dreaded 
above  all  things  the  cruel  efFefts  of  Maximinus^s  refent- 
ment,   and  expefted  to  find  no  mercy  at  the  hands  of  fo 
barbarous  a  tyrant,  they  refolved  not  to  fubmit,  but  to  de- 
fend themfelves  to  the  laft.     The  fenatc,  therefore,  aflem-  Pupienur 
bling  in  the  temple  of  Concord,  chofe  two  new  emperors,  ^"^  Balbi^ 
M.  Clodius  Pupienus  Maximus  and  Decimus  Ccelius  Bal-  "JJf-^'^^' 
fainus.     The  former  was  a  perfon  of  low  birth,  but  extraor- •L,.^'^ 
dinary  merit:   his  father  was,  according  to  fome,  a  cart-  Tktrifo 
-Wright;  according  to  others,    a   lockfmith  ;  but   the  fon  andprtfir'. 
raifed  himfelf,  chiefly  by  his  courage  and  valour,  to  the  firft  *'*{'«/ 
cmploymencs  in  the  empire.     He  ferved  firft  in  quality  of  ^*-^''**^* 
a  private  foldier;  but  was  foon  preferred  to  the  rank  of 
a  centurion,  then  to  that  of  a  tribune,  and  not  long  after 
to  the  command  of  feveral  legions,  in  which  he  acquitted 
himfelf  with  fuch  reputation,  that  he  was  admitted  into 
the  fenate,  created  praetor,  honoured  with  the  confuUhip, 
and.  fucceflively  appointed  governor  of  Bithynia,  Greece, 
and  Narbonne  Gaul.     From  Gaul  he  was  fent  to  command 
the  troops  in  lUyricum,  where  he  gained  great  advantages 
over  the  Sarmatians  and  Germans.     Upon  his  return  from 
that  country,  he  was  made  governor  of  Rome,  in  which 
place  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  luch  prudence,  integrity^ 
and  difcretion,  that  he  was  both  efteemed  and  beloved  by 
perfons  of  every  rank  and  condition.    He  appeared  always 
grave  and  fedate,  and  (hewed  no  great  complaifance  to  any 
one ;  he  was  juft,  merciful,  and  never  guilty  of  the  leaft 
a£tion  that  favoured  of  inhumaiiity,  but,  on  the  contrary,  al- 
ways ready  to  forgive.     He  adhered  to  no  party,  was  fteady 
and  inflexible  in  his  refolutions,  and,  without  trufting  to 
others,  examined  every  thing  himfelf  with  great  care  and 
attention.     In  fliort,  the  fenate  entertained  fuch  a  high 
Opinion  of  his  extraordinary  merit  and  virtues,  that,  in  de- 
claring.him  emperor,  they  folemnly  protefted,  that,  in  the 

highly  tavoured  by  Heliogaba-  nity.     In  the  reign  of  Alexan- 

lus,  as  a  young  man  addicted  der,  or  Maziminus,  he  was  fen£ 

to  pleafure9,  and  by  that  prince  into  Afirica,  in  quality  of  lieii- 

raifed  to  the  quaeftorfhip.     A-  tenant  to  his  father,  whto  tooli: 

lexander  preferred  him,  as  he  him  for  his  partner  in  the  enr- 

was  a  roan  of  known  integrity  pirc,  and,  upon  hisdeath,  put  an 

and  great  abilities,  to  the  prae-  end  to  his  own  life  in  the  man* 

tor(hip,  and  foon  after  honour-  ner  we  have  related  above  (j)* 
ed  him  with  the  confular  dig- 

(3}Vit.Gordian. 
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whole  empire,  they  knew  no  perfon  better  qualified  than  he 
for  fuAaining  the  name  and  dignity  of  a  prince  '• 

Balbinus  was  defcended  of  an  illuftrious  family,  and  pre-* 
tended  to  derive  his  pedigree  from  Cornelius  Baibus  Theo- 
phanes,  a  celebrated  hiftorian,  and  a  man  of  the  firft  rank 
in  the  ifland  of  Lefbos,  who  was  made  free  of  Rome  by 
Pompcy  the  Great.  The  prefent  emperor  had  been  twice 
conful,  and  had  governed  with  reputation fcveral  provinces; 
namely,  Afia,  Africa,  Bithynia,  Galatia,  Pontus,  Thrace,| 
and  Gaul.  He  had  likewife  commanded  armies  ;  but,  be- 
ing in  fome  decree  timorous,  he  was  thought  better  qua- 
lified for  civil  than  military  affairs.  He  poiT^fled  immenfe 
wealth,  lived  with  great  fplendor,  was  addi£led  to  pleaf ores, 
but  at 'the  fame  time  univerfally  beloved  for  his  integrity, 
his  humanity,  mild  temper,  and  obliging  behaviour.  He 
was  an  excellent  orator,  no  mean  poet,  and  had  an  un- 
common talent  in  making  extemporary  verfes  ®. 

Maximus  and  Balbinus  being,  with  the  unanimous  con- 
fent  of  the  fenate,  raifed  to  the  fovereignty,  and  vefted  with 
the  tribunitial  and  proconfular  power,  proceeded,  at  the 
breaking  up  of  the  aflembly,  to  the  Capitol.  But  while 
they  were  ofleriuj?  the  ufual  facrifices,  the  populace  rofe, 
and,  arm^d  with  nones  and  clubs,  declared  that  they  would 
not  obey  the  new  emperors ;  and  demanded,  with  great 
clamour,  a  prince  of  the  Gordian  family.  Maximus  and 
Balbinus^  fupported  by  fome  young  knights,  attempted  to 
cut  a  way  through  the  croud,  fword  in  hand ;  but  were, 
notwithftanding  all  their  efforts,  obliged  to  fend  for  young 
Gordian,  then  only  twelve  years  old,  who  was  received 
by  the  populace  with  loud  (houts  of  joy,  and  carried  tothe 
Capitol.  There  the  fenate,  to  appeafe  the  multitude,  de- 
clared him  Caefar,  arrayed  him  with  the  habit  peculiar  to 
that  dignity,  and  in  that  attire  (hewed  him  to  the  people^ 
who  now  difperfcd,  and,  retiring  quietly  to  their  houfes, 
fuffcred  the  new  emperors  to  take  pofleffibn  of  the  palace  ', 
where  tbey  began  to.  difcharge  the  fun£lions  of  the  fo- 
vereignty with  deifying  the  two  Gordians.  When  that  ce- 
remony was  over,  tbey  appointed  Sabinus  goyemor  of 
Eome,  and  Finarius  Vaiens„  uncle  by  the  father  to  Maxii* 
mus,  Qommander  of  the  praetorian  guards.  Theii^  without 
Ipfsj  of  time,  they  bega»  t<^.  levy  forces,,  and  make  the  nc-^ 
ceiTary  prepaitajtu>ns  for  taking  the  field  againft  Maximinius, 
who^  upon  d>e  news  of  their  ele£kion,  quickened  bis  march, 
breathing  nothing  but  ruin  and  deftru^ion. 

d  Max.  &  Balb.  Vit.  p.  166,  167.  «  I4em.  ibid. p.  16S,  U  icq. 

Herod,  lib.  vii.  p.  604.        f  Max.  &  Balb*  Vit.  p.  145. 
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As  mod  of  the  provinces  had  efpoufed  the  party  of  the 
feaatCy  troops   were  fent  from  all  parts  to  reinforce  the 
a^rmy  of  Maximus,  who,  being  charged  with  the  condu£):  of 
the   war,  as  the  more  able  commander,  left  Rome  fooa  Maximm 
after  his  ele£^ion,  leaving  the  praetorian  guards,  and  part  of  nuarclns 
the  new-raifed  forces,  to  defend  the  city,  and  awe  the  po-  ^^njl 
pulace.     After   his  departure,  the  fenate  difpatched   the  ^^***»* 
moft  confiderable  men  of  their  body  into  the  different  parts 
of  Italy,  with  orders  to  fortify  all  the  cities,  and  fupply  the 
inhabitants  with  arms ;  to  remove  all  the  provifions  into  the 
fortified  towns,  and  either  to  reap  or  deftroy  the  corn  in  the 
fields,  to  mow  the  grafs,  and  lay  wafle  the  whole  country 
through  which  Ma^minus  was  to  march  with  his  numerous 
army.     At  the  fame  time,  they  fent  circular  letters  into  all 
the  provinces,  declaring  fuch  as  fhould  lend  him  the  leaft 
afliilance,  traitors,  rebels,  and  public  enemies,     Maximus.  DnadftU 
had  fcarce  departed,   when  dreadful  diflurbances  arofe  in  ^ifiurb* 
the  city,  occafioned  by  the  temerity  of  two  fenators,  Galli-  ^^^'  '• 
canus  and  Maecenas,  who,  feeing  two  foldiers  of  the  prae-     ^*''' 
torian  guards  enter  the  hall,  where  the  fenate  was  aflem** 
bled,  quitting  their  places,  rufhed  upon  them  unexpe£iedly, 
and  difpatched  them  with  their  daggers ;  for,  in  thofe  dif- 
tra£bed   times,  moft  fenators  wore  daggers   under    their 
robes«     The  other  foldiers  of  that  corps,  who  were  wait* 
ing  at  the  door  with  the  populace,  immediately  fled ;  but 
were  purfued  ^y  Gallicanus,  who  encouraged  the  mob  to 
fall  upon  them  as  fpies  ^nd  partifans  of  the  tyrant  Maximi* 
nus.     Spme  of  them  were  wounded,  but  the  red  fortified 
themfetves  in  their  ca|np,  where  they  were  attacked  tho 
fame  day  by  Gallicanus  at  the  head  of  the  multitude>(whom 
he  had  fupplied  with  arms),  and  of  all  the  gladiators  he  could 
afTemble.    The  guards  fuflained  the  attack,  with  their  ufual 
refolution,  repulfed  the  afTailants,  and,  falling  upon  thent 
in  their  retreat,  cut  great  numbers  of  them  in  pieces.    This 
{laughter  ferved  only  to  infpire  the   multitude  with  new- 
rage ;  and  the  fenate,  efpoufing  their  quarrel,  ordered  the 
new-levied  forces,  which '  Maximus  had  left  to  maintain, 
peace  and   tranquility  in  the  city,  to  march  againft  the 
praetorian  guards.    They  accordingly  attacked  them  with  j  Battle 
great  fury ;  but  were,   after  repeated  afTaults,  in  which  hetwem 
great  numbers  perifhed,  obliged  to  give  over  the  attempt,  theprseto* 
and   retire.      The  incenfed    multitude,    finding  all  their  ^"^  m 
efforts  thus  bafHed,   determined  at  laft  to  cut   the   con-.  J'^'iyj^' 
duits  that  conveyed  water  \vi\o  the  camp ;  a  flep  which  re-  ptQpU, 
duced  the  foldiery  to  fuch  defpair,  that  they  rufhed  unex- 
pe£tedly  upon  the  multitude,   fword  in   hand,  and  drove 
tj^ejP)  after  a  long  difputCi  in  which  much  blood  was  ihed 
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on  both  fides,  into  the  city,  where  the  combat  began  agald^ 
the  people  difcharging  from  the  tops  of  their  houfes  (howers 
of  ftones  and  tiles  upon  the  foldiery,  who,  in  revenge,  fe€ 
fire  to  their  (hops  and  ftorehoufes ;  which  confumed  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  city,  an  incredible  quantity  of  valuable 
efie£ts,  and  many  perions  of  all  ranks  s  (R). 
MaximtMus      Next  year,  when  Annius  Pius,  or,  as  others  call  him^ 
fuTfiii$hi$   Ulpius,  and  Pontianus,  were  confuls,  Maximinus,, early  in 
>^yA  !•/•    ^j,g  fpring,  purfued  his  march  towards  Italy,  having  with 
^^*  him  almoft  all  the  forces  of  the  empire.    Being  arrived  at 

the  foot  of  the  Alps,  that  part  Italy  from  lUyricum,  he 
found  the  city  of  Hemona  or  i^mona  abandoned  by  its  in-' 
habitants  5  a  circumftance  which  infpired  him  with  hopea 
of  certain  viSory  •,  for  he  thence  concluded,  that  no  place 
or  city  would  dare  to  refift  him.     Maximinus,  leaving  &- 
mona,  pafled  the  mountains  without  meeting  with  the  leaft 
KisMdtert  oppofition.     His  men,  who  expefled  to  be  refrelhcd,  after 
begin  to       i^afling  the  mountains,  with  plenty  of  provifions  in  Italy, 
mminy-        finding  the  country  laid  wade  far  and  wide,  and  themfelve$ 
defticute  even  of  neceffaries,  began  to  mutiny.    Maximinus 
puni(hed  the  ringleaders  of  the  tumult  with  great  feverity, 
which  only  ferved  to  exafperate  the  reft.     liowevcr,  he 
purfued  his  march  ;  and  being  informed  that  the  city  of 
Aquileia  had  (hut  its  gates  againft  a  party,  which  he  had 
Maximinus  ^^^^  ^^  take  pofTeffion  of  the  place,  he  marched  thither  in 
Jkmmons      perfon  with  all  his  forces,  not  doubting  but  the  inhabitants 
ikt  ett;^  9f   would  fubmit  upon  the  approach  of  fo  formidable  an  army. 
AqmiutA  to  gy^  Crifpinus  and  Menopnilus,  two  confulars  of  great  re- 
furrtn  er.    fQ|mjQj,  ^^^  intrepidity,  to  whom  the  fenate  had  commit- 
ted the  defence  of  the  city,  anfwered  the  tribune  fent  by 
Maximinus  to  fummon  them  to  furrender,  that  they  were 
determined  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity,  and 
rather  forfeit  their  lives  than  betray  their  truft,  er  yield  to 
fuch  a  cruel,  bloody,  and  faithlefs  tyrant.     At  the  fame 
time,  to  animate  the  inhabitants,  who  began  to  waver,  they 
proclaimed  that  Apollo,  the  tutelar  god  of  the  place,  had 
afiured  them  of  vidory  \  which  aSufance  difpeUed  all 

t  Herod.  lib.  vli:  p.  ^67,  6q%. 

(R)  rierodiari  does  not;  in-  young  Gordian  to  tde  people  in 

form  us  how  the  tumult  ended  ;  his  jpurple  robes,  the  fury  of 

but  Capitoliiias  writes,  that  the  bbth  parties  a|>ated    at    once^ 

em  peror  Balbinus,  afttcmptiiig  to  holHlities  ceafed,  the  people  rc- 

appeafe  the  tumult^  was  danger*  tired  to  their  houfes,  and  the 

oufly  wounded  on  the  head ;  foldiers  to  the  camp. 


but  at  length,  having  (hewn 
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jPear,  &  that  erory  oiie  began :to  prefpare  for  a  vig<^rous  it* 
fence.  ^ 

Mean  while,  Maximiiiae,  having  fpent  fome  time  itt 
pafling  the  river  SjoituuSy  how  Ifbneo,  ablaut  (ikteen  miled 
from  Aquiieia>,  approached  the  city ;  and  having  caufed.all 
the  vines  and  neighbouring  groves  to  be  cqt  down,  he  be- 
gan XQ  batter  the  walla  virith  an  incredible  number  of  war- 
like engines,  and  to  harafs  the  befieged  with  repeated  af« 
faults-,  which  they  fuiiain'bd  with  amazing  refoitttion  an^ 
intrepidity.  Even  the  women  and  children  appeared  oii 
the  ramparts  and 'bore  their 'Ihare  in  the  cOrtirtioil  danger  j 
the  women  efpeci.iUy  Hgaalized  their  zeal,  by  allowing  their 
hair  to  be  (employed  in  making  (Iringsior  the  bows,  and 
other  wavlike  machined.  The  fenate,  out  of  gralHude,  after 
the  death  of  Maxim  in  us,  caufed  a  magnificent  xemple  to 
he  ercfted,  'M^hich  they  confecrated  to  Venus  Calva,  of 
Venus  the  Bald  \  1  he  foldiers  of  Maximinu9,  in  the  be^ 
ginning  of  'the  :fiege,  ailed  with  great  ardour ;  wWch, 
however,  began  to  abate,  when*  they  found  the  inhabitants 
Urmly  determined  to  undergo  all  difficulties  and  hardfhipSj 
rather  than  fubmit.  Ma^ciminus^  highly  provoked  at  theiif 
backwardneffi,  and  befides  enraged  at  the  bitter  reproaches 
uttered  by  the  imliabitants  agalnft  him  and  his  Ton,  a9  often 
as  they  approached  the  walla,  cainfed  feveral  of  his  officers 
to  be  piiblidy  executed.  This  barbarity  eirafperated  the 
fokUers,  already  inclined  to  muttny  for -want  of  provifionsj 
of  wikich^  and  crcn  of  water,  diere  was  great  fcarcity  in 
the  camp.  <Be&des,  a  r-eport  was  fpread,  that  the  whote 
empire  (was  arming  againil  Maximinus,  and  ready  to  fall 
upon  thofe  who  fupported  him  in  his  ityranny.  At  length  Vr.  of  VU 
the  Albanians,  that  is,  the  fokliers  belonging  td  the  caiiip  ^  ^^^* 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aiba,  took  a  fudden  refolHtion  to  y  *  ^*  *|g] 
(dxfpatch  the  author  of  fo  inany  calamities  ;  and  without     *  ' 

fkrther  deliberation,   hurried  at  moon-day  to  the  tent  of  Thefoldien 
Msucuninus,  difpatched  both  him  and  his  fon  with  many  tf Maxima 
woonds,  cut  off  their  heads,  and  fent  them  to  Rome,  and  »'^«»»^»r# 
threw  their  bodies  iuto  the  river.    With  them  were  kilkd  ^him^d'^ 
Anolinus,  captain  of  the  guards,  and  all  their  minifters  and  hh  fin. 
friends  '.    Such  v^%  the  end  of  the  rei|:n,  or  x'ather  of  the 
tyranny,  «»f  the  two  Maximins,  after  it  had  laflred  three 
years  and  a  few  days,  the  father  being  in  the  fifty-fifth 
year  of  his  ^age,  and  the  f<»n  in  the  twenty-firft.    The  Pan<i^ 
iionians,  Thracians,  and  fome  other  troops,  heard  the  news 
of  their  death  with  regret  -,  but  did  not  attempt  to  revenge 

h  Vide  de  Meneilrier  Medailles  des  £m{)er.  &  Imperator.  p.  14^. 
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it. '  Thus  the  whole  army  prefented  themfelves  unarmed 
before  the  gates  of  Aquileia,  acquainted  the  befieged  with 
the  death  of  Maximinus,  and  defired  to  be  admitted  into 
the  city.  It  was  not  thought  prudent  to  open  the  gates; 
but  after  they  had  adored  the  images  of  Maximus,  BalbinuSf 
and  Gordian,  placed  for  that  parpofe  on  the  ramparts,  a 
great  quantity  of  provilions  was  fent  to  their  camp ;  for 
they  were  almoft  famifhed :  and  next  day  they  took  the 
ufual  oaths  to  Maximus  and  Balbinus  ^, 

An  exprefs  was  immediately  difpatched  to  Rome  with 
thefe  joyful  tidings,  who,  pafling  through  Ravenna,  found 
the  emperor  Maximus  bufy  in  aflembling  his  forces,  in  or- 
der to  march  againft  the  tyrant.  But  when  he  underflood 
that  both  the  Maximins  were  killed,  that  their  army  had 
fubmitted,  and  fwom  fidelity  to  him  and  his  colleague, 
tranfported  with  joy,  and  laying  afide  all  military  prepara- 
tions, he  repaired  to  the  temples  to  return  thanks  to  the 
gods  for  fuch  (ignal  and  unexpe£led  fuccefs.  In  the  mean 
time  the  exprefs  purfuing  his  journey,  and  often  changing 
borfes,  reached  Rome  the  fourth  day,  diftant  from  Aqui- 
leia  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles.  Upon  bis  arrival 
he  found  Balbinus  and  Gordian  ai&iting  with  the  people  at 
the  public  fports  in  the  theatre,  where  he  delivered  his  let- 
ters to  the  two  princes.  Immediately  the  whole  multitude 
exclaimed  with  one  voice,  *'  Maximinus  is  killed  ;**  and, 
rifing  up,  left  the  theatre,  and  crowded  to  the  temples,  whi- 
ther Balbinus  and  Gordian  followed.  The  fenate  immedi- 
ately aflembled  ;  and  after  decreeing  feveral  honours  to  the 
three  princes,  appointed  facrifices  to  be  ofiered  in  all  the 
temples,  and  a  day  of  public  and  folemn  thankfgiving  for 
their  happy  delivery.  Balbinus,  who  ufed  to  tremble  at 
the  very  name  of  Maximinus,  offered  a  hecatomb  \  which 
was  never  done  but  upon  fome  very  extraordinary  occa- 
(ion,  and  caufed  th<  fame  facrifice  to  be  made  in  all  the 
cities  of  the  empire  K  Thofe  who  brought  the  heads  of 
the  two  Maximins,  arrived  at  Rome  foon  after  the  courier. 
They  were  met  every  where  by  crowds  of  people,  and  re- 
ceived with  the  greatefl  demonflrations  of  joy.  They  en- 
tered Rome  with  the  heads  fluck  upon  two  lances,  that 
every  one  might  behold  them  j  and  no  fight  was  ever  more 
pleafing.  The  people  repaired  again  to  the  temples,  ofiered 
trefh  facrifices,  and  feemed  no  Icfs  tranfported  \vith  joy, 
than  if  they  had  been  delivered  from  imminent  death  or 
captivity.  The  two  heads  were  abandoned  to  the  rage  of 
the  populace,  and,  after  many  infults,  burnt  in  the  field  of 
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Mabs.  The  names  of  the  Maximins  w^re,  bjr  a  ckcrce  of 
the  fcnatc,  erafed  out  of  all  infcriptions,  their  (latues  over-» 
turned,  and  their  bodies  ordered  to  he  left  unburied.  The 
emperor  Maximus  haftened  from  Ravenna  to  Aquileiai 
where  be  was  received  with  loud  acclamations,  and  aeknow- 
leged  emperor  by  the  army  of  Maximinus ;  among  whom 
he  diftributed  large  Yums,  and  then  fent  back  to  their  re- 
fpe£iive  quarters,  retaining  with  him  only  the  praetorian 
guards,  and  a  fmail  body  of  Germans,  in  whom  he  chiefly 
confided.  During  his  ftay  at  Aquileia,  the  fenate,  to  ^o 
him  honour,  fent  a  deputation,  confiding  of  twenty  of 
their  body,  who  had  been  all  confuls,  prastorsj  or  quae& 
tors. 

With  them  he  departed  from  Aquileia }  and  arriving  at  Maxmut 
Rome  with  a  numerous  and  fplendid  retinue,  was  received  ^'^"^^^  ^^ 
at  the  gates  by  Balbinus,  Gordian,  the  fenate  in  a  body,  with        *" 
all  the  people,  and  condu£ted  in  triumph  to  the  palace  ". 
The  two  emperors  governed  with  great  prudence  and  mo-  *rhe  itfife 
deration,  ena£ted  excellent  laws,  adminiftered  juftice  with  ^^iniflra* 
the  utmoft  impartiality,  maintained  the  military  difcipline  ^l^^^f^^^ 
with  due  rigour,  paid  great  refpect  and  deference  to  the  pgrors. 
fenate,  and  conducted  themfelves  in  all  affidrs  with  fuch 
wifdom,  equity,  and  moderation,  that  they  were  in  a  man- 
ner adored  by  the  fenate  and  people  ".     But  the  happinefs 
and  tranquility,  which  they  enjoyed  under  thefe  excel- 
lent princes,  were  of  fhort  duration.    The  Carpi,  a  people 
beyond  the  Danube,  paifing  that  river,  ravaged  the  pro- 
vince of  Moefia ;  the  Goths,  provoked  perhaps  by  the  death 
of  Maximinus,  invaded  the  Roman  territories  on  the  fide 
of  Scythia ;'  and  the  Perfians,  who  had  continued  quiet 
fince  the^jear  233,  ^hen  Alexander  made  war  upon  them, 
threatened  the  Eaftern  provinces.     It  was  therefore  agreed 
among  the  princes,  that  Maximus  fhould  march  againft  the 
Perfians,  Balbinus  againft  the  Goths  and  the  Carpi,  and 
Gordian  remain  in  the  mean  time  at  Rome. 

But  while  great  preparations  were  making  for  the  intend-  ThtfrtH 
ed  expeditions,   the   prastorian  guards,  difiatisfied  to  fee  t^nam 
princes,  who  had  been  created  by  the  fenate,  fo  much  ap-  ^*^* 
plauded,  and  provoked  at  the  bitter  inveftives  which  were  ^••^^l^^ 
daily  uttered  againft  Maximinus,  and  reflected  no  fmall 
diflionour  upon  them,  who  had  raifed  him  (o  the  empire9 
began  to  mutiny,  and  complain,  that  the  right  of  naming 
the  emperors,  which  had  hitherto  proved  fo  advantageous 
to  them,  was  taken  out  of  their  bandSf  and  transferred  to 

«  Herodian,  lib.  viii*  p.  6to.  &  Maxim*  &  Balb.  Vit.  p* 
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tlie  fenatc.  Bcfidcs,  they  grew  jealous  ,of  tfie  Germany 
whom  Maximus  had  brought  to  Rome  with  a  defigh^  aa 
they  imagined,  to  difcharge  the  prsetorian  guards,  as  Sep« 
tirnius  Severus  had  formerly  done,  and  to  take  the  Ger^- 
mans  in  their  room.  Being  thus  prejudiced  agaiuft  th«r 
emperors,  thcv  relbWed  to  difpatch  them  and  reiimae  their 
pretended' authority,  by  elefling  another  fovereiga.  Hav- 
ing taken  this  refolution,  theyonly  waited  for  an  opportu- 
nity of  putting  it  in  execution,  which  foon  offered  ;  for  the 
CapitoHne  games  being  celebrated  a  few  days  after»  and 
mod  of  the  emperors  guards  and  domefticsreforting  thitbery 
the  difcon tented  and  mutinous  foldiery  marched  immedi- 
ately to  the  palace,  where  the  two  princes  were  left  almoft 
'  alone.     Maximus,  informed  of  their  arrival  before  they 

had  entered  the  palace,  propofed  to  call  the  Germans  to 
Jeahufiet     his  af&ftance,  but  was  oppofed  by  Balbinus.     For  thefe  two 
kttueen       pnnccs  were  not,  though  poflTened  of  great  qualitie.s,  free 
/  eem^i*    from  private  jealoufies.     Balbinus  was  piqued  at  the  extra- 
ordinary honours  which  the  fenate  had  conferred  upon  his 
colleague,    as  if  the  death  of  Maximinus,  and   bleilings 
thenc^  accruing,  had  been  chiefly  owing  to  him  ;  and  be- 
fides,  looked  upon  him  as  one  greatly  inferior  to  htmfelf 
in  birth  and  nobility.  On  the  other  hand^  Maximus  know-* 
ing  himfelf  to   be   the    better  foldier,    and   abler  com-* 
mander,    tacitly  claimed  on  that  account   t&e    chief  au- 
thority.   Thefe  mutual  jealouiies,  though  prudently  con- 
cealed, and  rather  guefTed  at  by  others  than  feen,  bred  fome 
raifunderdanding  between  them,  and  finally  occafionedthe 
ruin  of  both.     For  Balbinus,  not  giving  credit  to  what  he 
was  told  of  the  defigns  of  the  praetorian  guards,  but  rather 
fufpefliing  that  his  colleague  intended  to  employ  the   Ger-' 
mans  againft  him,  would  not  fuffer  Maximus^  to  wbom 
they  were  greatly  attached,  to  fend  for  them.     This  dif- 
pute  gave  time  to  the  praetorian  guards  tb  bretik  into  the 
palace,  and  difperfe  fuch  of  the  emperor^s  friends  and  do- 
meftics  as  offered  to  oppofe  them.     When  they  came. -to 
the  apartment  where  the  two  princes  were,  they  rufhed 
upon  them  with  inexprciSble  fury,  tore  in  pieces  their  im- 
perial robes,  dragged  tihem  out  of  the  palace>  with  a  defiga 
to  carry  them  to  their  camp,  wounded  and  infulted  them 
in  a  mod  outrageous  manner,   fiut  while  they  were  hurry- 
ing them  through  the  city,  being  irfbrmed  that  the  ^Gcr- 
mans  bad  t^ken  arms,  and  were  advantitog  tp  refcue  the 
*rhey  art     princes,  they  killed  them  both,  and  leaving  their  bodies  vot 
both  kilted*  the  ftreet,  retired  to  the  camp,  carrying  with  them  young 
Cordian      Gordian,  whom  they  proclaimed  emperor,  gindng  out,  to 
mPtror!    app^^fe  the  populace,  that  they  had  killed  thofe  whom  the 
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fW^epit  hdA  at  flrfli  rqeftefifi  and  elevated  the  pcrfoii  ^boitt 
they  bad  ddnl^anded.  The  German^i  informed  that  fhc^ 
enhrpterors  were  killed,  retired,  without  committing  any* 
hoftilhies)  w  theiV  quat ter«  withoat  the  city.  ThusGcti- 
^tn  rfcitiaitied  in  peaceaMe  •  pofleffion  of  the  empire  *. 
Ma^itytfi  and  Saibinus  hard  reigned  abotit  one  year  and  twof 
months. 

Of  the  d^fee^t  atfd  Wnh  of  Oofdian  wcf  have  JJjdkcfnl 
jAwve.  He  vmsj  according  to  Herodian,  the  fon  of  Ju- 
nius Balbtis,  by  the  fifter  of'  Gordian  thfe  younger*  from 
whenn  he  bortowed  the  name  of  M.  Antonius  Gordianusi 
aahfe  is  Ayled'in  all  the  ancieht  inferiptions.  ttc  was  about  * 

thirteen 'yfears  old  when  he  came  to  the  cnfipire,  and  confc- 
4|<iemly  muft  hav^  been  borttin  the  year  225,  thd  fourth  of 
Alexander's  reign.     He  was  a  youth  of  a  gay  temper,  Hisexcth 
comely  afpeftj    and  exceeding    mild  difpofition ;   which  r^^**** 
gafeied  Him  the  afFe'ftion  of  all  who  approached  him.     Ca-        **"'* 
pitolirfus  tells  u3^  that  he  was  beloved  by  perfons  of  all 
raiVkij  more  th-in  any  prince  had  ever  been   before  hiriii 
The  fcnate  iifcd  to  ftyle  him  their  f6n,  the  faldiers  theif 
child,  and  tfce  pec^ple  their  darling.    He'  was  addifted  to 
ftudy,  and  wtll  inftru6icd  in  moft  baahches  of  polite  lite- 
rature.    He  had  'all  the  neceifefy  q«alifications  for  forming 
an  excellent  prince  J  but^  as  he  v^anted   experience^  and 
fuch  a  mother  to  direft  and  advife  him  as  Mamsea,  in  the  Ji  decfi'uid 
beginning  of  his  reign  he  fdl  into  the  hands  of  Maurus,  *f^J*^^ 
and  fome  other  crafty  freedmen  and  eunuchs,  who,  abufing  />|/iJ^,? 
tb-e  confidence  he  repofed  in  them,  perfuaded  him  to  do  teri. 
many  things- which  he  ever  after  regretted.     They  foon 
dfove  all  good  men  from  the  court,  raifed  to  the  firft  em^ 
ploym^nts  perfons  altogether  unworthy  of  them,  plundered 
the  treafury,  aiVd  did  all  the  mi  fob  ief  which  wicked  and 
avaricious  mi niftci's  are  capable  of  doing  p.     In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  the  youngprince  entered  upon  his  firft  con- 
fulfhip,  to  which  he  had  been  nanAed.in  the  feign  of  Maxi- 
mus  and  Balbinus,  and  took  for  his  colleague  Aviola.     He 
nb^V  entertained  -the  people  with  magnificent  fports,  in  or- 
der to  make  them  forget  their  paft  heats  and  animofities. 

In-  the  following  year,  when  Sabinus  was  conful  the  fc-  ^'^^'^V'^ 
cofld  tim^  With  Venuftus,  Sabinianus  revolted  in  Africa,'  ^^^1^^ 
andcaufedhimfclf  tobe  proclaimed  emperor  j  but  the  go- 
vernor of  Mauritania  reduced  the  rebels  to  fuch  a  defperate 
fituatbn,    that  they  delivered    up    Sabinianus,    acknow-i 
leged  their  fault,  and  fubmitted.     AUthe  partifans  of  Sa^ 

•  Herod,  p.  «2i.  Max.  Balb.  Vit.  p.  170.  P  Herod,  lib.  viii. 

p.  ^21.    Gord.  Vit.  p»  160—164. 
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Vinlanus  were  pardoned,  but  what  was  bis  fate  we  are  not 
informed*  Next  year  the  emperor  took  upon  him  his  fecond 
confulihip,  having  Ppmpeianus  Civica  for  bis  colleague. 
The  young  prince  married  Furia  Sabina  Tranquillina,  the 
daugnter  of  Mifitheus,   who  was  immediately  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Augufta;.  but  whether  he  had  anj  cbil« 
Mi/hiiMs     dren  by  her  hiftory  does  not  relate.    He  chofe  Mi£theus 
ea^taim  9/   £or  his  father-in«-law,  purely  on  account  of  his  wifdom,  in- 
'^V/"^I^''  tcgrity,  and  learning}  and  appointed  him  captain  of  the 
ImhnaUf'  fL^^^^^*  that  he  might  have  a  perfon  of  his  extraordinary 
tlutmpi'     talents  with  whom  to  advife,  not  caring  to  truft  to  bis  own 
T^r^        '  judgment.   Miiitbeus  had  no  fooner  taken  pofleffion  of  that 
important  employment,  than  he  acquainted  the  emperor 
with  the  mifcondu£)t  pf  Maurus,  and  bafe  pra&ices  of  the 
pther  freedmen  and  eunuchs ;  who  were  all  difcharged,  and 
b^niO^cd  the  court.    He  refpeded  Mifitheus  as  his  father, 
gav^  him  that  title,  orderjsd  bim  to  call  him  his  foof  and 
returned  thanks  to  the  fenate  for  diftiriguilhing  his  father-r 
in-law  with  the  titles  of  Father  of  Princes  and  Guardian  of 
the  Republic ;  titles  which  he  well  defervedj  being  one  of 
the  few  minifters  who  are  faid  to  have  had  nothing  in  view 
but  th(?  glory  of  their  prince,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  year  a  dreadful  earthquake  ruined  a 
great  many  cities,   and  deftroyed  an  infinite  number  of 
people  '• 
8ttp9rt*1ting       When  C.  Vettius  Aufidius  Atticus  and  C  Afinius  Pne- 
ofPi^Mf     t^xtatus  were  confuls,  Rome  was  alarmed  with  infurrec- 
^^Reman   ^^°"*  *"  ^^^  ^^^*  where  the  Perfians,  under  the  conduSidf 
4omtHions     Sapor,  fon  and  fucceflbr  to  Artaxeri^es,  the  reftorer  of  the 
inthfEaJi.  Per fian  monarchy,  had  entered  the  Roman  dominions  at 
the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  reduced  all  Mefopotamia, 
with  the  cities  of  NiHbis  and  Carrhse  \  and  committed  moft 
dreaclful  ravages  in  Syria.   He  had  even  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  Antioch,  and  threatened  to  oveF-rua  the  axh&t  pro- 
vinces, moft  of  the  Romans  who  defended   them  having 
lifted  theixifelves  in  his  army.     Gordiap  refolved  to  march 
in  perfon  againft  fo  formidable  an  enemy.     Having  there- 
fore caufed   the  temple  of  Janus  to  be  opened,  according 
to  the  ancient  cuftom,  which  had  been  Ipng  omitted,  and 
perhaps  was  never  after  praftifed,  he  fet  out  for  Rome  this 
year  242,  the  fourth  of  his  reiffn,  with  a  numerous  and  well- 
difciplined  army.    Taking  his  rpute  through  Moefia,   he 
.   d^ftgted,  in  that  province,  the  Goths  and  Sarmatians,  who 
difputed  his  paiTage,  and  obliged  them  to  abandon  their 
Cpnquefts,  and  return  to  their  refpeftive  countries.     How- 

f  Gord.  yit.  p,  161,  162,  iSp 
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ever,  he  was  worfted  by  the  Alani  in  the  celebrated  plains 
of  Philippi  in  Macedon,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  of  Phi- 
lippopoUs  in  Thrace*.  But  the  Barbarians  negle£led  to 
improve  their  vifkory,  and  retired.  Gordian  purfued  his 
march  unmolefted  through  Thrace,  and,  pafling  the  Hel- 
lefpont,  arrived  fafe  in  Afia. 

From  the  Hellefpont  he  marched  through  Afia  into  Sy-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
ria,  where  he  gained  iignal  advantages  over  the  enemy,  of      s59o* 
which  hiftorians  give  us  but  a  confufed  account.  However,  ^'  9  *♦*• 
they  all  agree,  that  he  overcame  the  Ferfians  in  feveral         *  ^^^' 
battles ;  that  he  recovered  the  cities  df  Nifibis  and  Carrhae;  fj^  /^  ^. 
and  obliged  Sapor,  with  his  powerful  and  numerous  army,  featedby 
to  abandon  the  Roman  dominions,  and  retire  with  fhame  Gordtan^ 
and  difgrace  into  his  owii  country,  whither  he  purfued  him  ^"'^^^/'g^^ 
as  far  as  Ctefiphon  *.     He  wrote  to  the  fenate  upon  his  ar-  '^  ^^  ^^** 
rival  at  Nifibis  in  Mefopotamia,  informing  them  of  the  ad- 
vantages he  had  gained  over  the  Barbarians  in  Macedon  and 
Thrace :  proceeding  to  enumerate  his  viftories  over  the 
Perfians,  he  tells  the  fathers,  that  he  had  delivered  the  An- 
tiochians  from  the  Perfiaa  yoke,  recovered  Carrhae,  and 
other  cities,  and  was  arrived  at  Nifibis,  whence  he  defign- 
cd  to  proceed  to  Ctefiphon,  "provicled  the  Gods,  adds  he, 
continue  their  protefbion  to  us,  and  preferve  Mifitheus,  my 
father  and  captain  of  the  guards,  by  whofe  wife  condudi 
we  have  atchieved  thefe»  and  hope  to  accomplifh  ftill  greater 
things.     It  is  incumbent  upon  ypu,  confcript  fathers,  to 
appoint  public  proceifions,  to  recommend  us  to  the  gods, 
and  to  return  thanks  to  Mifitheus."  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  G^rdUn  U 
letter  the  fenate  decreed  a  triumph  to  the  emperor,  and  a  dicreeda 
triumphal  chariot  to  Mifitheus,  with  a  pompous  infcription,  ^^"'fj^^e 
fiyline  him  the  Father  of  Princes,  Captain  of  the  Guards,  ^heusatri'^ 
and  the  Guardian  of  the  Republic  ".     This  infcription,  umpfud 
which  was  placed  on  the  bafis  of  his  triumphal  ftatue,  is  ftatue. 
ftill  to  be  feen  at  Rome  almoft  entire. 

But  the  happinefs  which  the  whole  empire  enjoyed  un-  Mifithius 
der  the  government  of  Gordian,  and  the  wife  adminiftra*-  ^^* 
tion  of  Mifitheus,  was  Of  ihort  duration.     The  latter  died 
in  the  following  year,  during  the  confuUhip  of  Arrianus 
and  Papus,  and  by  his  laft  will  left  the  Roman  people  his  # 

heirs.  Upon  his  dcBth,  Philip  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  guards,  and  commander  in  chief,  under  the  emperor, 
of  all  the  forces  in  the  Eaft  ^.  Next  year,*  when  Peregri- 
nus  and  u£milianu8  were  confuls,  the  emperor  entered  the 
Perfian  dominions,  in  order  to  profecute  the  war  which  he 

'    i  GorJ.  Vit.  p.  163*  i6^  t  Aur.  Via.  Eutrop.  a  Gord. 
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had  fo  fiiceefsfiillf  begun.  Plodtms,  the  ootetmited  pfcikv 
fopber,  lifted  himfelf  in  his  acmy,,  hoping  bjptirefe  means 
to  havfc  an  opportunity  of  conferring  witfa<  the  Petfian  und 
Indian  philoiopher& ''. 

Philip  no  fooner  faw.  himfelf  raifed  to  the  import&m  poft 
latH^nhi  ^f  captain  of  the  guards,  than  he  began  toufpire  t9  the  fiv 
gnards  iu  verc^nty  itfelf.  As  the  fddiers  i^re  greatly  attached  to 
the  young  princci  in  order  to  lefien  their  affe^ioit  to*  him, 
he  fometimes  marched  theini  into  places  where  no  provi* 
Coos  could  be  obtained^  at  other  ctme$  fent  the  vefleU 
ivhicb  attended  the  army,  loaded  with* corn,  anodier  way^ 
hoping  that  the  troops,  diftrefl^^d  for  watnt  of  ftipplies^ 
would*  notwithftanding  their  attachment  to  Gordi an,  be^v 
gin  to  mutiny  \  not  was  he  mifiaken  in  his  conjedure*,  the 
Oioil  turbulent  among  thorn,  whom  Philip- had  gained^ 
wbifperlng,  that  Gordian,  ayouth  only  nineteen  years  old, 
was  not  fit  to  command  fucn  powerfalf  forces :;  thatttli€f 
wanted  fuch  a  general  as  Philip,  whom  long  experience 
had  taught  how  to  govern  an  empire,  how^tO'COiiinDatid  an 
army  y.  Gordian,  howeyer,  advanced  againft  Sapor,  and} 
meeting  him  in  Mefopotamia,  totally,  defeated  on  the  b^tik-s 
of  the  Aboras,.  or.  Aburas,  and  obliged  him  to  take  ihelter 
in  the  hetrt  of  his  own  dominions  *. 

But  while  the  young  conqueror  was  porftring  the  advan^ 
tages  of  his  viflory^ .  Philip,  who  had  airc^y  corrupted  the 
chief  officers  of  the  army,  led.  the  troops- through  barren 
^ttd  defcrt  countries,  where,  through  failure  of  pvovifionst 
which  they  afcribed.to  want  of  experience  in  Gordian,  thej 
openly  mutinied,  and  demanded,  that  Philip  might*  reign 
in  conjun£lion  with  Gordian,  as  his  guardian  and  gover- 
nor, The  virtuous  young  cmpeior,-  unwiHing  to  fhod'&O* 
man  blood,  granted  them  their  rcque ft;  »fMi 'took- Philip  ^fdl? 
his  partner. in  the  empire  ;  who,  feeing  him^felf'  upon  a  l6- 
vcl  with  his  fovereign,  foon  began* to  ofurp  an  authority 
over  him,  and  to  diipofe  of  all  employtnents,  as  if  he  bad 
Vr,  of  FL  been  fole  emperor.  This  prefumption  Gof^Han  could  not 
*59^'  bear,  and  thevcfpre  attempted  to  depofe  him;  but  PhiKp's 
A.  D.  244,  party  prevailing,  be  was  himfelf  depofed,  and  murdered  by 
•  '  ^^^'  the  ufurper-  His  death  happened  about ( the  beginning  of 
March  ',  after  he  had  lived  nineteen^  years,  and  •  reigned 
five,  years  and  eight  months.  He  was  killed  on  thefartheft 
bordefsiof  Perfi^ij  in  the  pl^ct  where  his  tomb  was  to  he 
feen  in  tfee.year  363,  beyond  ihe  Euphrates  and  tWe  Abo^ 

X  Porpbyr.  Vit,  Plot.  p.  1.  y  Gord.  Vit.  p.  163.     Zof.  lib.  i. 
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ras>  between  the  cities  of  Cercttfa,  whkh  ftbod^near  the  con- 
Huic-  of  thofe  riverd,  and  Dura^  fituated'veiy  neirrtHe  Iktef, 
about' twenty  miles  diftanee  from  the  former  river.    The 
place  wa^  called  Zafrthtt  or  Zafthe  *».    The  foldiers  crefted  Hh  tmh 
a  ftately  tomb  to  the  memory  of  the  deceafed  emperor,  with  ^ndipi- 
tbe  following  epitaph  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  Perfiap,  He-  ^^'^* 
brew,  and  Egyptian  tongues,  that  it  might  be  read  by  all 
nations :  "  To  the  deified  Gordian,  who-  conquered  thfc 
PcrCans,  Goths,  and'SarnfHitians,  fuppteffed  the  civil  dif- 
cords,  ftibdued  the  Germang^  but  ebtildnot  overcome  the 
Philips."    The  laft  words  allnde,  according  to  CapitoKnuy, 
to  his  having  been  overcome  by  the  Alani  in  the  phins  of 
Philippi,  and  his  being  killed  by  Philip  *.     Btit  we  catmot 
be  perfuaded  that  this  epitaph  was  ptit  up  during  ^t  life , 
and  reign  of  the  emperor  Philip.     All  thofc  who  had  im- 
brued their  hand^  in  thfc  blood  of  this  excellent  prhxce,  pe- 
rilhed  foon  rfter.    Gapitolrnus  writes,  that  they  difpatched 
themfclvcs  with  the  fame -fwords  which  thcjr  hg:d  employed 
iigainft  him  (S), 

b  Ammtan,  UW  xxiti.  p.  t44-*4f^«    'UL  libi  iii.  p»  y«6.    Nark, 

Ep;ft.  p.  aS;.         c  OerfiL  Vitj  ^j.  165. 

(S)  The  writers  tirho  •  flou-  Maximmos  5  Vulfcanitrs  Teretifc 
ri(hed  under Oordkn were,  Cea-*  tl^nus  was  authfor  of  the  Kvei  ^ 
forinus,  who  wrote,  or  rather  of  thetkreeGotdians,  inwfaoife 
fioiihed,  his  famous  book,  in-*  times  they  lived,  and  Curivs 
titled,  De  die  Natali,  in  the  Fortunatianus  wrote  the  hiftory 
firfl  year  of  that  prince's. reign,  of  the  reign  of  the  two  Maxi^ 
Herodian,  who  wrote,  in  eighth  mins*  Some  pretend,  that  the 
books,  the  hiftory  of  the  em-  hiflory  of  Fwtunatianus  is  ftiU 
perors,  from  the  death  of  M.  extant,  and  lodged  in  the  cm- 
Aurelius  to  that  of  Maximus  peror's  library ;  nay,  that  it 
and  Balbinus.  Under  Gordian  was  formerly  printed  in  Italy, 
likewife  floarifted  Arrian',  a  In  the  reign  of  the  emperot 
Greek  hi ftorian,  quoted  \>y  Ca-  Conftantine  were  ftill  extant 
pUolinus  in  his  hifiory  of  the  fome  books  of  epigrams  by  Fa- 
reigns  of  Maximinas  and  Gor*  bili^is,  a  Greek  grammarian, 
dian(i),  andj©IiusJaMi«  Gor-  and  one  of  the  preceptors  of 
dus,  often  quoted  by  the  Au-  Maximinus  the  younger,  and 
gurtine  hiftorians  (2).  He  wrote  various  poems  written  by  Toxo- 
the  lives  of  the  emperors,  from  tius,  a  fenator  of  the  family  of 
Trajan  to  the  two  Gordians  5  Antoninus  Pius.  He  married 
but  filled  his  hiflory,  according  Junia  Fadilia,  formerly  be- 
to  Capttolinus,  with  many  im-  trothed  to  yoang  Maximinus, 
pertinent  and  trifling  accounts,  and  died  foon  after  he  had  dif- 
^Hus  Sabipus  wrote  the  life  of  charged  the  office  of  praetor  (3), 

(i)  Voir  Hift.  Gr»c.  lib.  iv.  p^  17.  M^imin.  Vit.  p.  i5«« 
(1)  Voir.  Hift.  Lat.  lib.  ii.  cap.  j,  p»  179,  A^cruii  Vit.  p.  9J. 
(})  Yoff.  Hift.  I^at,  iibf  iu  cap.  3, 
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Bhik  mul  PhiKp  was  bora  in  Boftra,  a  city  of  Arabia  Petraea^  of 
ixtrmBkm  a  very  mean  defcent ;  for  his  father  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
ifFM&f.  famous  captain  of  banditti  in  that  country  ^.  In  the  an- 
cient infcriptions  he  is  ftyled  M.  Julius  Philippus,  and  his 
wife  Marcia  Otacilla  Severa.  He  had  a  fon,  named  like- 
wife  Philip,  born  in  the  year  237,  confequently  feven  ye^rs 
olcf  when  his  father  feized  the  empire.  The  emperor  him- 
felf  was  at  that  time,  according  to  the  chronicle  of  Alex- 
andria %  about  forty ;  but  Aurelias  Vi£lor  fuppofes  him 
to  have]>een  much  older  (T).  He  no  fooner  faw  himfelf 
inveftcd  with  the  fovereign  power,  than  he  declared  his  fon 
Caefar,  and  though  but  feven  years  old,  (hared  the  empire 
with  him.  He  then  wrote  to  the  fenate,  acquainting  them 
with  the  death  of  Gordian»  which  he  falily  afcribed  to  a 
natural  diftempcr,  and  with  his  own  eledion  ^  Philip,  de- 
firous  to  return  to  Rome,  immediately  concluded  a  peace 
with  the  Perfians,  and  led  back  his  army  into  Syria.  He 
arrived  at  Antioch  before  Eafter,  which,  according  to  £u- 
febius  Ky  was  celebrated  this  year  pn  the  fourteenth  of 
April ;  and  from  thence  departed  for  RomCf  where  be  was 
received  with  the  ufual  demonftrations  of  joy  by  the  fenate 
and  people  ;  whofe  afieftions,  though  they  at  firft  feemed 
averfe  to  him,  he  foon  gained^  by  his  mild  adminiftration, 
and  conciliating  behaviour^.  He  appointed  his  brotherPrifcus 
commander  in  chief  of  the  troops  in  Syria,  and  Severianus, 
bis  father-in-law,  general  of  the  forces  in  Mccfia  and  Mace- 
don,  perfons  ill  qualified  for  thofe  important  pods  ^ 

In  the  following  year  the  emperor  entered  upon  his  firft 

confulfhip,  having  Titianus  for  his  colleague ;  and  foon 

after,  leaving  the  city,  marched  againft  the  Carpi^  who, 

paiHng  the  Danube,  had  invaded  Moefia,  and  plundered 

Defeati  thi  great  part  of  that  province.    The  emperor  defeated  them 

Carpi.        in  two  battles,  and  obliged  them  to  repafs  the  Danube,  and 
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p.  64a,  643. 


(T)  Whether  or  not  Philip- 
was  the  firft  Chriftian  emperor, 
has  teen  the  fubje<5t  of  great 
difputes  among  the  learned. 
The  affirmative  feems  to  us  by 
far  the  mod  probable,  being 
maintained  by  the  following 
writers;  namely,  Jerom,  Chry- 
follom,  Dionyiius  of  Alexan« 


dria,  Zonaras,  Nicephorus,  Cc* 
drenus,  Rufinus,  the  chronicle 
of  Alexandria,  Syncellus,  Oro- 
fiuSf  Jomandes,  the  anonymous 
writer  publifhed  by  Valefius, 
with  Ammianus  Marcellinos, 
the  learned  cardinal  Bona,  A- 
bulfaragius,  Vincentius,  Lirin- 
enfis,  and  Huetius. 
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fae  for  peace  ;  which  he  readily  granted^  and  returned  to 

Rome.    Next  year^  when  Fraefen$  and  Albinus  were  coa« 

iuls^  nothing  happened  at  Rome,  or  in  the  provinces,  which 

hiftorians  have  thought  worth  tranfmitting  to  pofterhy,  ex« 

cept  the  deftruAidn  of  the  theatre  of  Pompey,  by  fire,  and 

another  (lately  building  called  Centum  Columnae,  or  the 

Hundred  Pillars.     In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year 

the  emperor  entered  upon  his  fecond  confulihip,  with  his 

fon,  whom  he  honoured  with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  and 

▼efted  with:  the  tribunitial  power  K     Both  princes  retaiiie4 

the  fafces  all  this  and  the  following  year,  to  celebrate  with 

the  greater  pomp  and  magnificence  the  thoufandtb  yesir  of  <rhi  tkow 

Rome,  begun  on  the  twenty-firft  of  April  of  the  year  247,  fandthyt0 

of  theChriftian  aera,  and  fifth  of  Philip's  reign,  according  f^f^^nu. 

to  the  computation  of  Varro,  which  was  then /ol lowed  by 

moft  hiftorians  and  chronologers.    Extraordinary  rejoicings 

were  made  in  the  city,  fhews  of  all  kinds  exhibited  for  ten 

days  together,  and  an  incredible  number  of  wild  beafts,  re- 

ierved  by  Gordian  for  his  triumph  over  the  Perfians,  killed, 

and  diftributed  among  the  people  ^     This  year  the  emperor  Vtmaturai 

publiflied  an  edi£l,  forbidding,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  luftfup- 

all  manner  of  unnatural  luft,  and  thofe  infamous  pradices  pnfftdai 

which  had  long  prevailed  in  Rome,  being  countenanced  by  ^^^•'' 

the  wicked,  and  tolerated  by  the  good  princes  ".     When 

M.  ^milianus  was  the  fecond  time  conful  with  Julius  Aqui- 

linus,  the  Eaftern  provinces,  no  longer  able  to  pay  the  taxes 

with  which  they  were  oppreiTed,  nor  endure  the  haughty 

condudi  of  Prifcus,  their  governor,  openly  revolted,  and  Several 

proclaimed  Papianus,  or  Jotopianus,  emperor  ;  but  he  was  r^biUuns. 

foon  killed,  and  his  death  put  an  end  to  the  difturbances 

on  that  £\^t  \     At  the  fame  time  the  provinces  of  Moefia 

and  Pannonia  rebelled,  and  eleded  P.  Carvilius  Marinus, 

who  was  but  a  centurion.     In  confequence  of  this  revolt, 

Philip,  in  great  confternation,  intreated  the  fenate  either  to 

enable' him  to  quafli  the  rebellion,  or  to  depofe  him,  if  they 

were  difla^isfied  with  his  condu£l;.    This  unexpefled  fpeech 

furprifed  the  (enate  j  but  Decius,  while  the  other  fenators 

continued  filent,  addreiling  the  emperor,  told  him,  that  he 

bad  no  reafon  to  fear  Marinus,  whofe  prefumption,  as  he 

was  unequal  to  any  great  undertaking,  would  foon  prove 

his  ruin. 

What  Decius  had  foretold,  happened  a  few  days  after, 
when  Marinus  was  killed  by  thofe  very  perions  who  had 

^  Onuph.  p.  160.    Goltf.  p,  407.  I  Pagi,  p.  24.7.    Spaith, 

li^,iii.  p.  X47,         m  Alc3U  Vit.  p.  iii,     Aur.  Vi#.        »  Zof.  lib.  i. 
p.  641. 
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rtktk^  Witi  to  the  empirtr.    Philip  then  retallii^g  hh  fs^hesr^ 

ht-bw  SeverUntis,  obliged  Delias,  ifiu^h  againft  hi^  in-* 

elinationy  to  dcceptof  the  gOTernment  c^  Mtefia  an4  Pan* 

iiMtift.     He  no  foonerafppe»re<f  th^re,  that!  thefoldiers  pro- 

/Vvwifr.   cUimed  him  emperor,  and  forced  him  to  accept  the  fotie^- 

tlmrtdtm-    Wfgmy,  threatening  him  with'  death,  if  he  declined  tho^ 

f^^hj^  offer.     Fear,  therefore,  getting  the  better  of  his  fidelity,  he 

*~^'         fuffered  bimfelf  to  \it  arrayed  wkh  the  imperial  purpie>  and- 

tlie  foldierft  to  fwear  allegiance  tt)  him.     ZonarM  teMs  us. 

thM  he  immediatdf  wrote  to  Philip,  affdring  him,  that  he 

WOvld  refign  the  fotereignty  as  foon  as  he  reached  Rome  «• 

But  Philip,  without  relying  upon  fuch  profrvifes,  marcbei 

•  with  the  greateft  expedition  againft  the  ufwper,  hopili^'to 

Ibrprffe  him.    His  fon  he  left  at  Rome,  with  a  detachment 

of  the  pro^orian  guards,  to  over-awe  the  city.     Decitts, 

haring  timely  notice  of  his  march  a*>d  approach,  received 

Tr.  ©f  F).  iitifi  with  his  troops  in  order  of  battle.     Ah  aftiori  enfned, 

m^^'      ni  which  great  numbers  of  Philip^s  troops  were  cut  in 

V  C  997*  P»^^8i  *nd  the  reft  obliged  to  retne  to  VetoAa,  where  he 

■  >  ..  '    ..J  himfelf  wa^  kilfcd  by  the  arrty*     The  iw^^i^sof  his  de^th 

finlif        no  fooner  reached  Home,  than  the  praetorian  guards  dif- 

'***<^     putched  his  fori,  who  was  then  ift  their  camp.     Such  was 

mm4hH^   the  ttA  of  the  emperor  PhiHp,  after  h€  had  reigvied  fere 

yeals^  and  fortie  months.     Both  he  and  his  fon  were,  ac« 

carding  to  Eutropi us,  ranked  among  the  gbde^^  a  circum- 

ftance  which  fhews,  that  his  adniiniftration  waS  not  dif- 

pleafing  to  the  fenate,  though  he  bid  fucceeded'Gordian,  a 

prince  To  much  and  fo  univcrfaUy  beloved  (U). 

Upon  the  death  of  Phitrp  and  his  f6n,  Decius  was  ac- 
Inowlegfcd  emperor,  fitft  by  the  foUliery,  and  foon  after  by 
the  fenaf^  «md  people,  who  wanted  both  ftrength  and  cou- 
Kige  to  difput^  the  cledlion  of  the  new  prince.     He  was  a 

*  Zonar.  p.  tic^.  p  Cod.  Juft.  lib.  iz.  tit.  s».  l«g.  6.  p.  489. 

U  lib.  viii*  tit.  56.  leg.  i.  p.  904, 4&c. 

(U)  Eufebius  and  Dionyfius  rather  melancholy  temper,  that 

of  Alexandria,  who  was  raifed  no  one  could,  by  any  contriv- 

to  that  fee  in  his  reign,  tell  us,  ancc,  ever  make  him  laugh  or 

that  under  him  the  Chriftian  re-  fmile.     Both  he  and  his  mo* 

ligion  was  publicly  preached  5  ther    Marcia    Otaciiia    Severa 

that  it  flouriflied  and  encreafed  profeiTed,  according  to  St.  Jc- 

jnore  than  it  had  done  under  ron)  (a),  and  the  chronicle  of 

any  other  prince  ( I ).    Of  Phi-  Alexandria  (3),  the  Chriftiaa 

.    lip,  the  fon,  authors  obferve,  religion. 

that  he  was  of  fuch  a  grave,  or  ^       ^ 

(1)  Eufeb.  lib.  ^i.  cap.  39, 13*,  (»J  Hier.  Chron.,  (3)  Chron, 
Alcxand.  p.  6^q. 
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i^ative  qf  .B^Kalw,  .or  Budalia,  0  tpw»  in  rtb^   territory  rhff,irtk 
of  3irp[]ium9  in  Xower  Pannpnia,  :^pd9  aqcordi^g  Co  the  aud^kfcuA 
chronicle  of    AJei^andria  %   raifed  to  the  empire  in  the  ofDuimu 
fifty-feventh,  but  according  to  Viftor  the  yopoger,  onhr 
in  the  fortjr-fcvemh  year  of  hi^.age.    He  had  by  bis  wife 
flarenpia  Etrufcilla,foi^r.fQiM»  naiwely,  Decius,  Hpili^apuSp 
Etrufcus,  apdXraji^n.     The  name  pf  MefSiw  wajs  cpmmpji 
tp  them  all ;  whence  we  may  conclude,  that  it  was  the 
name  of  the  family.     The  eiTiperor  is  ftyled,  in  the  ancient 
infcriptions,  Caius  Mefjlus  Qu^inius  Trajanus  Decius.    He  Hiscka* 
y^as,  according  to  Zofiraus  hjti  pane^yrift,  Uefcended  of  an  ^^^f* 
illuftrious  family,  and  endowed  >vi<h  every  good  quality '. 
Vifilor  the  younger  ftyles  him  the  bpft  of  princes,  and  Vo- 
pifcus  equals  him  to  the  mod  renowned  commanders  of  acu* 
tiquity  %     He  w^s  np  fopner  vefted  with  the  fovereignty, 
than  be  declared  his  eldeft.fon  Caefar,  and  Prince  o?  the 
Youth.    The  fame  title  be  foon  *after  bellowed  upon  his 
three  other  fons  ^ 

In  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign  be  raifed   the'  moft  Hit  cruel 
dreadful  perfecution  that  had  ever  oppreffed  the  church,  in-  P^'f^^'^i^m 
flamed  by  his  :?eal  for  the  declining  caufe  of  paganifm,  which  ^^j^^^l 
he  faw  fatally  undermined  by  the  wonderful  progrefs  pf 
Chrifiianity.    Concluding  therefore,  that  the  one  could  not 
be  fupported  but  by  the  utter  ruin  of  the  other,  he  ena£led 
ipoft  cruel  edi(Ss  againft  all  who  profeflcd  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion C^V").     This  perfecution,  however,  did  not  rage,  with 
great  violence,  above  a  year,  the  emperor  and  magiftratea 
being,  by  the  invafionof  feveral  barbarous  nations^  diverted 
from  fearchine  after  the  Chriftians;  for,  about  the  end  pf 
the  firft  year  of  JDecius's  reign,  when  he  was  conful  for  the 
fecond  time  \i^ith  Vicius  Gratus,  the  Scythians^  that  i$,  the 
Goths^  having  paiTed  the  Danube^   under  the  condufl  oi 

q  Chron.  Alexand  p.  631,  r  Zof.  lib.  t.  p.  641*  s  Aur. 

Vi6(«p.  223.  t  Goltz.  p.  109.    Onuph.  p.  261.    Occo,  p.454. 

(W)    He  vented    his    rage  amongft  wild  beafts,  than  men 

chiefly   upon  the   bifliops,    of  whohad  divefted  themfelves  of 

whom   many  were  feized,    in-  reafon  and  humanity.    Among 

humanly  racked  and  executed  ;  thefe  was  the  celebrated  hermit 

and,   among  the  reft,    Fabian  Paul,  who,  withdrawing  xntd 

bifhop  of  Rome,  Babylas  bi-  the  deferts  of  Egypt,  led  a  fg-* 

fiiop  of  Antioch,  and  Alexan-  Htary  life  for  the  fpace  of  ninety 

der  biihopof  Jerufalem.   Great  years  At  leaft,  and  beeame  th«! 

cumbers  of  Chriftians  fled  to  fotber  and  founder  of  the  ordtf 

barren  mpuntains,  Vocks,  and  oi  Ancliorets  (4}« 
deferts,  choo£ng  rather  to  live 

(4)  Hier.  Vit.Paul^.p.  237.    £uf«b.  lib,  ill.  cap.  29.    Lc^.Per- 
iec.  cap.  4. 
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their  king  Cnira,  inyefted  the  city  of  Eufterittm  in  Lotc^ 
Mocfia ;  out  meeting  with*  a  vigorous  oppofition  from  Cal- 
lus, who  was  afterwards  emperor,  they  raifed  the  fiege, 
and  attacked  Nicopolis,  another  city  in  the  fame  province. 
Tmwg  Dr«      Decius  difpatched  his  eldeft  fon  againft  the  Barbarians,  at 
ihugaims    the  head  of  a  numerous  and  well-difciplined  army^  who 
grgatad'     falling  upon  them  unexpeftedly,  cut  thirty  thoufand  of 
Hwr^ki     them  in  pieces,  and  oblieed  the  reft  to  retire  beyond  Mount 
G§iks  i        Hxmus,  which  parted  Mccfia  from  Thrace :  however,  they 
foon  recruited  their  army,  and,  entering  Thrace,  laid  Cegc 
to  Phiiippopolis  on  the  Hebrus.    Young  Decius  haftened  to 
the  relief  of  the  place ;  but  while  his  troops  were  refrcfliing 
thcmfelves,  after  a  long  march,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ha  khar*  Beroea,  a  city  of  the  fame  province,   Cniva,  coming  fud- 
Apr  is  m  i^  denly  upon  them,  deftroyed  the  whole  army,  and  obliged 
^S        ^^^  young  prince  to  fave  himfelf  by  flight  into  Moefia. 
Cniva  then  returned  before  Phiiippopolis ;  and,  having  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  place,  maflacred   the  inhabitants  to 
the  number  of  one  hundred  thoufand  %  without  diftindion 
of  fex  or  age  ^,  ravaged  Thrace,  and  laid  wafte  great  part 
of  Macedon,  where  L.  Prifcus,  probably  brother  to  the  late 
emperor,  commanded  at  that  time ;  but  he,  inftead  of  op- 
pofing,  joined  the  enemy,  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  pro- 
claimed emperor.     Decius,  who  had  remained  at  Rome  to 
confecrate  the  walls  of  the  city,  which  he  had  ordered  to 
be  built,  or  rather  repaired,  immediately  fet  out  for  Pan- 
nonia ;  where,  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  he 
took  upon  him  his  third  confulfliip,  and  honoured  with  that 
dignity  his  eldeft  fon,  ftyled,    in  the  infcriptions  of  this 
7kiGith    year,  Q.Hercnnius  Decius  Caefai- ».     Decius  overcame  the 
an  over-    Goths,  lays  Zofimus,  in  feveral  engagements,  obliged  them 
€OMufy  the  to  relinquifli  the  booty  they  had  taken,  anddrovethem  out 
•mpiror.      ^f  ^j^^  Roman  dominions,     Prifcus  was  declared  by  the,  fe- 
nate  a  public  enemy,  and  flain  j  but  where,  or  in ,  what 
manner,  hiftory  does  not  inform  us. 
'  Tkioffiei        From  Thrace  the  emperor  wrote  to  the  fenate,  acquaint- 
ofetnfQr      jng  them,  that  he  defigned  to  re-eftablifli  the  office  of  cen- 
^^f^ed        ^^»  leaving  to  them  the  choice  of  a  perfon  fit  for  the  dif- 
'•^  '  '        charge  of  fo  great  a  truft.    The  fenate,  upon  the  receipt  of 
falerian      the  emperor's  letter,  affembled  in  the  temple  of  Caftor  and 
£hoftn  xiM'  Pollux  5  and  there,  inftead  of  waiting  till  their  votes  were 
J^*  aiked,  cried  out  with  one  voice,  as  foon  as  the  letter  was 

read,  **  Let  Valerian  be  cenfor  ;  let  him  cenfure  and  cor- 
re^  the  faults  of  others  who  has  no  faults  of  his  own." 
Of  Valerian,  who  was  raifed  to  the  empire  two  years  after, 

«  Ammian.  lib.  xxxi.  p.  44c.  v  XoC,  lib,  i.  p.  #44.    Jor- 

aand.  dc  Reb.  Goth.  cap.  iS.  p.  637.  <  Spanh.  p.  a34« 


The  Roman  Hiftory.  475 

^Knc  (hall  fpeak  in  a  more  proper  place.  He  was  then  in 
Thrace  with  Decius;  who,  upon  his  receiving  the  decree 
of  the  fenate,  caufed  it  to  be  publicly  read  \  exhorted  Va- 
lerian not  to  decline  an  ofHce,  to  which  he  had  been  called 
by  the  republic  with  fuch  extraordinary  marks  of  efteem  and 
diftindion.  Valerian  eameftly  intreated  the  emperor  not 
to  lay  a  burden  upon  him,  to  which  he  was  in  every  re- 
fpe£l  unequal  ^ ;  but  does  not  tell  us  whether  he  was  in  the 
end  prevailed  upon  to  undertake  the  ofEce. 

Soon  after,  the  emperor  marched  againft  the  Goths,  over-  Dedus 
came  them,  and  reduced  them  to  fuch  difEculties,  chat  they  gains  taw 
offered  to  releafe  all  the  prifoners  they  had  taken,  and  re-  «/•*'««- 
linquifh  their  booty,  provided  he  would  fufFer  them  to  re-  ^^f^^T^ 
tire  unmolefted :    but  Decius  refolved  to  exterminate  the 
whole  nation,  and  deliver  Rome  from  fo  troubiefome  an 
enemy,  fent  Trebonianus   Gallus,  with  a  ilrpng  detach* 
ment,  to  cut  off  their  retreat ;  and,  purfuing  them  clofe 
with  the  reft  of  the  army,  came  up  with  them  before  they 
reached  the  Danube,   and  engaged  them  a  fecond  time. 
The  Goths,  knowing  that  all  lay  at  ftake,  fought  like  men 
in  defpair.     Young  Decius  (ignalized  himfelf  on  this  occa-' 
fion,  and  isfaid  to  have  killed  many  of  the  enemy  with  his 
own  hand  ;  but  being  mortally  wounded  with  an  arrow,  he  You     h 
fell  from  his  horfe  in  the  fight  of  the  whole  army.    The  em-  a^j  f,  ^lu, 
peror,  feeing  him  fall,  cried  out  to  his  foldiers,  without  ed, 
betraying  the  leaft  concern,  **  We  have  loft  but  one  man  ; 
fellow-foldiers,   let  not  fo  fmall  a  lofs  difcourage  you.*' 
Having  uttered  thefe  words,  he  rufhed  into  the  midft  of 
.the  enemy ;  but,  inftcad  of  revenging  the  death  of  his  fon,  andUkt" 
was  himfelf  furrounded  on  all  fides,   overpowered,  and  wife  the 
-  llain.  emperor. 

The  Goths,  after  the  death  of  Decius,  purfued  their  vie-  «n&^  j^-. 
tory,  and  made  a  dreadful  havock  of  the  diftieartened  army,  man  arm 
Such  of  the  Romans  as  efcaped  the  general  flaughter,  fled  cttt  in 
to  the  legions  commanded  by  Gallus ;  who,  by  pretending  Pieces* 
a  great  concern  ibr  the  unfortunate  end  of  Decius,  and  the 
defeat  of  his  army,  and  feigning  to  march  againft  the  Bar- 
barians, gained  the  hearts  of  the  foldiery,  who,  with  loud 
acclamations,  proclaimed  him  emperor.     He  immediately  Y|.,  ^f  p| 
declared  his  ion  Volufianus  Caefar  5  married  him  to  Heren-      S599. 
nia  Etrufcilla,  the  daughter  of  the  deceafed  prince  ;  and,  A.  D.  251. 
to  remove  all  fufpicion  of  his  being  acceflary  to  the  mif-  ^'^*  9^9* 
fortunes  which  had  befallen  him  and  his  army,  he  adopted  ^  ., 
Hoftilianus,  the  only  furviving  fon  of  Decius ;  conferred  claimed    ' 
upon  him  the  title  of  Auguftus;  vefted  him  with  the  tri-  emperor. 

f  Valer.  Vit.  p.  173, 174. 
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buniual  power ;  and  appointed  him  conful  for  tbe  enfn^ 
ing  year  *.  Caius  Vibius  Trebonianus  Gallus  was  a  native 
of  the  ifland  of  Meninx,  on  the  coafl:  of  Africa,  called 
afterwards  Garbaj  and  at  prbfent  Gerbi  and  Zarbi.  Of 
his  family  no  mention  is  made  by  the  writers  who  have 
reached  us;  and  all  we  know  of  bis  employments  is,  that 
be  commanded  the  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  MoBfia  in  250* 
and  in  the  prefenc  year  251.  He  was^  according  to  the 
chronicle  of  Alexandria,  fifty^feven,  but,  according  to 
Viftor  the  younger,  only  forty-feve,  when  raifed  to  the  em- 
pire. Hoftilia  Seyera,  honoured  on  fome  medaU  with  the 
title  of  Augufta,  is  fuppoiicrd  to  have  been  his  wife.  His 
fon  is  (lyled  in  fome  iocriptions  C.  Vibius  Volufianus,  and^ 
in  others,  Annius  Callus  Trebonianus.  His  ele£kion  was 
no  fooner  confirmed  by  the  fenate,  than,  iuftead  of  re- 
venging the  death  pf  Decius,  and  the  overthrow  of  his 
army,  he  concluded  a  diihpnourable  peace  with  the  Goths  1 
fufiered  them  to  retire  unmolefted  with  all  their  booty  and 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  many  Komans  of  great  dif^ 
tlnflion ;  and  even  engaged  to  pay  them  yearly  a  couGder- 
able  fum,  provided  they  continued  quiet  in  their  fiwa 
country  *.  After  having  concluded ^tbis  ignominious |>e2ce^ 
he  returned  to  jRome ;  and,  in  the  beginning  ctf  the  follow-^ 
ixig  year,  entered  upon  his  firft  confulfliip,  talong  bis  fon 
for  his  colleague.  He  began  his  reign  with  reviving  aU  the 
edicts  which  had  ibeen  puhlifhed  by  his  predece£br  againft 
the  Chriftians,  and  caused  them  to  be  put  in  execution 
with  the  utmoft  rigour.  At  the  l^ime  time  a  dreadful pli^e 
breaking  out  in  Ethiopia,  on  the  confines  of  Egyf^t,  fpread 
over  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  and  fwept  away  in- 
credible numbers  of  people,  efpecially  at  Rome,  where  it 
raged  with  great  viojence  (X).  The  fame  jear  was  re- 
markable for  a  general  drought,  a  great  fajpine,  a>ad  wars 
kindled  in  jnoft  parts  of  the  empire.  M.  Aufidius  Perpen* 
na  Licinianus  aflumed  the  title  of  Augudus ;  but  this  re-* 
volt  was  foon  fuppreifed  ^ ;  in  what  majinef ,  we  are  entirely 


«  ZoC  lib.  i.  p.  644..  Golitz.  p.  i  rt.    Zanar.  p.  644.        a  Joroand. 
de  Reb.  Goth.  ap.  19.  p.  633.    Zof.  p.  644.  t»  V^.  Eipit, 

Qcco.  p.  454. 


(X  Some  autkcM-s  write,  that 
it  carried  ^ff,  atnoog  the  rcll, 
Hoftiliaaus,  the  fon  of  Decius, 
fooo  after  he  Kad  been  hoiK>ured 
with  the  title  of  Auguilus  {i)  i 

(i)Via.Epit. 


but  Zoiimus  aflTures  qs,.  that 
Gallus  cRufed  him  to  be  put  to 
death,  and  then  gave  out  that 
he  di«d  of  the  plague  (a}<  ' 


(a)  Zo£,  p,  644. 


Ignorant* 


The  Roman  Hijiofyi  ^^i 

jgnorJint.  The  Goths,  the  Borani,'  the  Carpi,  the  T^xxt* 
gundi,  or  Burgundiones,  a  people  dwelling  on  the  banks  of 
the  Danube,  broke  into  Mc3efia  and  Pannonia  ;  thjB  Scythi- 
ans over-ran  Ada,  and  the  Perfians,  entering  Syria,  rar 
vaged  that  province,  and  even  made  themfcives  mailers  of 
Antioch  ^.  -dJniilianus,  who  commanded  in  Moefia,  over- 
tame  the  Barbarians  in  a  pitched  battle^  and  obliged  them 
to  quit  the  Roman  dominions. 

Elated  with  this  fuccefs,  and  defpifing  Galjus,  who  wal-  ^mtliiutui 
lowed  in  pleafures  at  Rome,  while  his  generals  were  ex-  proclaimed 
pofing  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  empire,  he  caufed  him-  '^^'It^  *^ 
felf  to  be  proclaimed  emperor,  and  was  falated  by  the  troops      ^^* 
under  his  command,  whofe  affections  he  had  gained,  with 
the  titles  of  Auguftus  and  Father   of  his  Country.    This 
revolt  roufed  Callus  from  his  lethargy,  who  immediately 
ordered  Valerian  to  march  with  the  Gaulifh  and  German 
legions   again   this  new  rival.     But  ^milianus,  without 
giving  him  time  ta  aifemble  his  troops,  advanced  towards 
Italy,  and,  by  long  marches,  arrived  in  a  (hort  time  at  In- 
teramna,  now  Terni,  about  thirty-two  miles  from  Rome. 
There  he  was  niet  by  Gallus,  and  his  fon,  at  the  head  of  a 
confiderable  army ;  out  the  troops  of  the  latter,  defpifing  Gattush 
their  leaders,  flew  them  in  the  fight  of  iSmiiianus,  and  ^!^f^  h 
proclaimed  him  emperor.     Such  was  the  end  of  the  era-  ^^'"^'^ 
peror  Gallus,  after  he  had  reigned  a  year  afid  fix  months  ^4 
No  fooner  was  intelligence  of  their  death  brought  to  Rome>  ^mlidnus 
than  the  fenate  confirmed  the  ele£tion  df  the  foldiery,  and  p^^^^^'^fd 
honoured  the  new  prince  with  the  ufual  titles.     jEmiliiiS  '^^l^'^  ^ 
-ffimilianus,  as  Aurelius  Vidor  calls  hihi,  or  C.  Julius  iE- 
milianus,  as  he  is  ftyled  on  the  ancient  coins,  was  a  Moor, 
of  a  very  mea/i  defcent.     He  had  ferved  from  his  youth  iri 
the  Ronian  armies,  and  raifed  himfelf  to  the  firft  einploy- 
ments  in  the  (late ;  for  he  had  been  conful  before  he  at-     y 
tained  the  enjpire  *.,    In  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the 
Senate  after  the  death  of  Gallus,  he  promifed  to .  drive  the 
Goths  out  of  Thrace,  and  the  Perfians  out  of  Mefopota- 
mia  and  Armenia,  to  comport  himfelf  in  every  thing  as  the 
lieutenant  of  the  republic,  and  to  leave  the  exercife  of  the 
fovcreign, power  to  the  fenite  ^  ( Y).    The  troops,  which  Va- 

leriaii 

e  Zof.  p.  644^    Zonar,  p»  i^t.  ^  Synccl.  p*  j7^.  «  Biragj 

p,  364.        f  Zonar.  P..233. 

(X)  Aurelius  Vi6tor  writes,    deration  ;  wherein  be  difagrees 
that  he  governed  with  great  mo-    with  Zonaras,  who  tella  us,  that 
VoL.XIIL  li  he  . 
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lerian  was  leading  to  the  affiftance  of  Galias^  liearing  in 
Rhsetia  that  he  was  dead,  refufed  to  fulMnit  to  the  new 
prince,  and  proclaimed  their  own  general  emperor ;  who, 
thereupon,  quickening  his  march,  pafled  the  mountains, 
and  entered  Italy  at  the  head  of  a  very  numerous  and  well- 
difciplined  body  of  troops. 

^milianus^s  array  no  fooneir  underftood  Aat  Valerian,  of 
whom  they  entertained  a  high  opinion,  had  been  pro- 
claimed emperor  by  the  troops  under  his  conunand,  than 
they  fell  upon  their  own  leader,  and  difpatched  him,  to 
avoid,  fays  Zonaras,  a  civil  war,  and  the  Ihedding  of  the 
blood  of  their  fellow^cltizens.  ^milianus  was  kiUed  at 
Spoletum,  now  Spoleti,  or  at  a  bridge  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ;  which  Vi6ior  the  younger  pretends  to  have  been 
thence  called  the  Bloody  Bridge.  He  died  in  the  forty- 
fixth  year  of  his  age,  alter  a  (hort  reign  of  three,  of,  at 
mod,  of  four  months  »  ( Y). 

g  Hwr.  Chron.    Eatrop.    Aur.  ViSts 


he  a6led  more  like  a  foldier  than 
a  prince,  and  did  many  things 
highly  unbecoming  an  empe- 
ror(i). 

(Y)  Eufcbius  does  not  even 
rank  him  among  the  emperors 
(2) ;  and  is  therein  followed  by 
the  chronicle  of  Alexandria, 
and  that  of  Nicephorus,  in 
which  Valerian  is  placed  im» 
mediately  after  Gallus.  Ac- 
cording to  Aurelius  Vidtor,  M- 
milianus  died  a  natural  death 
(3).  In  his  reign  C.  Virius 
Paulinus  was  governor  of  Rome, 
and  comes  domefticorurfi  (4). 
This  IS  the  firft  time  we  find 
the  latter  emplo3rment,  which, 
in  the  fourth  century,  became 
very  famous,  mentioned  in  hif- 
lory.  Pancirollus  takes  the 
words  domeftici  and  prote6lo- 
res  to  be  fynonymous  terms. 
The  province  of  the  latter  was 
to  guard  the  prince's  perfon, 

(1)  Zonair.  p.  133       (*)  Eafeb.  lib.  vit.cap.  to.  p.  455.      (3)  Aur. 
Via.  in  JEm\l  (4)  Ofluph.  in  Faft.  p.  %6%*  (5)  Pancir.  ia 

Not.  Imp.  Rom.  cap.  89. 

^milianus 


and,  under  the  Chriftian  em- 
perors, to  carry  the  great  ftand- 
ard  with  the  Crofs.  They 
were  fuperior  in  rank  to  the 
praetorian  guards,  and  difHn- 
guiihed  with  particular  badges 
peculiar  to  them.  Thb  corps 
con&fted  of  three  thouiand  five 
hundred  men  before  Juftinian's 
time,  who  is  iaid  to  have  in- 
creafed  them  to  the  number  of 
five  thoufand  five  hundred. 
They  were  divided  into  (everal 
bands  of  horfe  and  foot,  called 
fcholae,  and  commanded  by  fome 
perfon  of  great  diftindioB, 
fly  led  comes  domefticorum.(5). 
From  feveral  infcriptions  of  this 
rime,  we  learn,  that  the  word 
comes  was  already  a  title  of  dig- 
nity ;  fo  that  the  dtle  ofcomes^ 
or  county  does  nor,  as  fome 
imagine,  owe  its  original  entire- 
ly toConftantine. 
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^Soulianus  being  killed,  the  fenate,  with  great  demoii'o 
ftrations  of  joy,  confirmed  the  eleflion  of  Valerian,  and 
conferred  upon  bis  fon  Gallienus  the  title  of  Caefar.  Va-f  Hisdefceat, 
lerian  was  defcended  from  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  fami-  ^/J^f'^j^^ 
lies  in  Rome,  had  commanded  armies,  and  difcharged,  ^haraSer. 
with  great  reputation,  the  chief  employments  of  the  em- 
pire, both  civil  and  military.  He  was  adored  by  perfons 
of  all  ranks,  for  his  integrity,  prudence,  modefty,  and 
extraordinary  accompliihments.  He  was  well  verfed  in  all 
the  branches  of  learning,  and  had  ever  lived  free  from  the 
vices  which  generally  prevailed  in  thofe  diffolute  times* 
Thus  he  was  univerfally  judged  worthy  of  the  empire  be- 
fore he  attained  it ;  but  was  afterwards  found  unequal  to 
fuch  a  weighty  charge ;  whence  moft  writers  afcribe  to  his 
want  of  a£^ivity,  prudence,  and  refolution,  the  many  cala- 
mities which  befel  the  empire  in  his  and  his  fon's  reign  ^m 
Before  his  acceffion  to  the  empire,  he  was  prince  of  the 
fenate,  a  rank  which  gave  him  a  right  to  vote  before  all  the 
confulars.  Afterwards  he  commanded  the  third  legion, 
and  was,  by  degrees,  raifed  to  the  firft  pofts  in  the  army. 
He  attended  Decius  in  his  wars  with  the  Goths,  and  was, 
while  he  continued  with  him  in  Thrace,  named  by  the 
fenate  to  the  cenforfhip,  in  the  manner  we  have  related 
above  (Z).  He  began  his  reign  with  great  applaufe>  and 
condu£ted  himfelf  fo  as  to  gain  the  affedions  both  of  the 
fenate  and  people,  paying  the  utmoft  refpeft  to  the  former, 
and  cafing  the  other  of  the  heavy  taxes,  with  which  they 
had  been  loaded  by  his  predecefibrs.  He  ena£):ed  many 
excellent  laws,  and  fupprefled  moft  of  the  diforders,  which, 

^  Eotrop*    Zof.  lib.  i.  p.  640* 

(Z)  In  the  ancient  infcrip-  plre.  By  his  fecond  wife,  nam- 

tions  he  is  fly  led  P.  Licinius  ed  by  feme  writers  Mariniana 

Valerianus  ;    to    theie    names  (z),  he  had  Valerian,  who  was 

Viftor  the  younger  adds  that  twice  cooful,    to  wit,  in   358 

of  Colobius ;    and  Onuphrius  and  263,  and  honoured,  either 

quotes  an  infcription,  in  which  by  his  rather,  or  by  his  brother 

he  is  named  P.   Aurelius  Lici-  Gallienus,    with   the    title  of 

nius  Valerius  Valerianus  (i).  Caefar  (3).   He  had  other  fons ; 

He  married  two  wives,  and  had  for   Gallienus  is  faid  to  have 

by  the  iirft,  whofe  name  is  not  married  his  brother's  ions,  and 

mentioned  in  hifiory,  Gallienus,  -to    have    fly  led   himfelf  The 

who  fucceeded  him  in  the  em-  Brother  of  many  Princes  (4)* 

■(tyOngph.  in  Faft.  p.  %$%»  {%)  Birag-  p.  361.  (3}  Val- 

Yit*  p.  175.    6ohZ|  p,  114.  (4)  Idem  ibid* 

T    •  •  • 

111  in 
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in  tbofe  unbappy  times,  prevailed,  not  only  at  Rome^  but 
tbroughout  the  empire.  He  employed  only  men  of  merit; 
ftnd  moft  of  tbofe  wbom  he  preferred  to  the  command  of 
his  armies,  were  afterwards  raifed  to  the  empire  *.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year  254,  he  entered  upon  his 
fecond  confulfhip,  with  his  fon  Gallienus.  Zofimus  w^rites^ 
that  at  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  be  took  Gallienus 
for  his  partner  in  the  empire,  being  induced  to  this  adion 
by  the  danger  to  which  the  empire,  invaded  on  all  fides  by 
the  Barbarians,  was  then  cxpofed  ^ ;  for  the  Germans  and 
the  Franks  committed  great  devaftations  in  that  part  of 
Gaul  which  bordered  on  the  Rhine;  the  Goths  and  the 
Carpi  invaded  the  provinces  of  Moefia,  Thrace,  and  Ma- 
cedon ;  and  the  Ferfians,  pafiiQg  the  Euphrates,  over-ran 
Syria,  Cilicia,  and  Cappadocia.  Aurelian,  at  that  time 
tribune  of  a  legion  quartered  in  Mentz,  fell  upon  the  Franks 
while  they  were  ravaging  the  neighbouring  country,  killed 
a  great  number,  took  many  prifoners,  whom  he  fold  for 
Haves,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  quit  their  booty,  and  re- 
tire (A).  ^ 
Thidr*  Valerian  being  conful  the  third  time,  and  Gallienus  the 
mans  de*  fccohd,  a  great  viftory  was  gained  in  Germany  by  the  latter, 
jeatiJty  who  thereupon  affumed  the  title  of  Germanicus  Maximus, 
Qfllienus,  ^^  appears  from  feveral  medals  of  this  year' ;  but  what  na- 
tion he  overcame,  whether  the  Franks,  or  the  Alemanni^ 

I  Aur.  Vit.  p.  iir.    Trebel.  PolHo.  Hid.  Trigint.  Tyrann.  cap.  9. 
p.  189.    Prob.  Vit.  p.  134.  ^  Zoi.  lib,  i.  p,  64.^.         '    \  Birag, 


thi  mpirt 
pivadedom 

thi  Barba* 
rjam. 


(A)  The  country  of  the 
Franks,  now  for  the  firft  time 
Tnentionedinhifiory,  was  bound- 
ed on  the  north  by  the  ocean  ; 
pn  the  weft  by  the  ocean  and 
the  river  Rhonp;  and  on  the 
fouth  by  the  Wefer  :  according 
to  which  defcription,  they  po^ 
iefled  tjie  modern  countries  of 
tVeftphalia,  HefTe,  and  fome 
adjacent  ftates  (i), '  They  were 
a  mbtly  multitude,  confifting 
of  variou^  German  nations 
<flwelling  ^eyond  the  Rhine  ^ 
\\  ho,  uniting  in  defence  of  thei^ 


common  liberty,  took  thence 
the  name  of  Franks,  the 
word  frank  fignifying  in  their 
language,  as  it  ftill  does  in  ours, 
free  {2).  Among  them  we  find 
the  foiiowing  nations  mention- 
eid,  the  Aduarii,  Chamavi, 
Brufteri^  Salii,  Frifii,  Chauci, 
Amfivani,  and  Catti  (3),  The 
Franks  are  fometimes  called  Si- 
cambri,  becaufe  they  inhabited 
the  country  formerly  poffeiTet^ 
by  that  nation,  which  was  en«; 
tirely  cut  off  by  Auguftus, 


(i)  Adrian.  Valef.  Rer.  Franqcar.    Buc)i.  p.  309.  (t)  Boclk 

i\)id.  (3)  Adrian,  Valef.  Not*  Gall.  p.  aoi,  &  JBuch.  p.  no. 

wbQ 
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who  inhabited  the  countries  lying  between  the  Rhine,  the 

Maine,  and  the  Danube,  hiftory  does  not  declare.    The 

next  confuls  were  Maximus  and  Giabrio,  during  whofe  adt 

miniftration  Gallienus,  with  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men^ 

defeated,  if  Zonara3  is  to  be  credited,  three  hundred  thou« 

fand  Alemanni  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan ;  vailquiihed 

the  HeruU,  a  Gothic  nation ;  and  with  great  fuccefs  made 

war  upon  the  Franks  ".     We  wifli  that  writer  had  given  us 

a  more  diflinf):  account  of  tbefe  heroic  exploits.    In  Gaul^ 

Pofthumius^  a  commander  of  great  proweft  and  experience, 

gained  great  advantages  over  feveral  German  nations,  who 

had  invaded  that  province".     Valerian  being  conful  the  ThiChri* 

fourth  time,  and  Gallienus  the  third,  a  violent  perfecution  fi^^^'pn^ 

was  raifed  againft  the  Chriftians  j  Macrianus,  a  celebrated  fi^^*r 

magician  of  Egypt,  having  feduced  the  emperor,  who  had 

been  hitherto  a  great  patron  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  by 

perfuading  him,  that  the  affairs  of  the  empire  would  never 

profper  till  the  Pagan  rites  were  reftored,  and  the  religion 

of  the  Chriftians,  fo  odious  to  the  gods,  utterly  abolifhed. 

This  perfecution,  commonly  reckoned  the  eighth,  lafted 

three  years ;  that  is,  from  the  prefent  year  257  to  the  year 

260,  when  Valerian  was  taken  prifoner  by  thePerfians. 

Aurelian  having  fucceeded  Ulpius  Crinitus  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  in  Illyricum  and  Thrace,  drove  the  7kiG9tht 
Goths  put  of  thofe  provinces,  took  an  incredible  num-  defeaudbji 
ber  of  prifpners,    and,   purfuing   them   beyond  the  Da-  ^^^f^^ 
nube,  laid  wafte  their  country,  and  returned  to  Moefia  ^^arma^ 
loaded  with  booty  ®.     At  the  fame  time  Probus,  pafling  the  Hans  by 
Danube,  defeated  the  Sarmatians  and  Quadi.     About  the  ^rohj^s. 
latter  end  of  this  year  the  emperor,  leaving  Rome,  fet  out 
for  the  Eaft,  to  oppofe  the  Perfians,  who  had  invaded  Me- 
fopotamia  and  Syria,  and  committed  dreadful  ravages.   He 
reached  Byzantium  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year, 
when  Memmius  Tufcus  and  Baflus  were  confuls ;  and  held 
a  council,  at  which  all  the  chief  officers  of  the  empire 
ailifted,  to  deliberate  about  the  meafures  to  be  taken  ;  for  ThePiT" 
Sapor,  king  of  Perfia,    had  already  feized  all  Armenia,  /«« «v/r- 
made  himfelf  matter  of  Nifibis  and  Carrhae  in  Mefopota-  ^'^^fiy^^i 
mia,  and,  advancing  into  Syria  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  ^''^*^'*^'** 
army,  had  ravaged  that  province,  and  taken  Antioch.    His, 

f[uide  in  this  expedition  was  Cyriades,  defcended  of  an  il- 
uflrious  family,  but  abandoned  from  his  youth  to  all  man- 
pcr  of  wickednefs  j  infomuch,  that  not  able  to  bear  the  re- 
proaches an$l  whplefpme  adfnpnitioiis  of  his  father,  he  fled 

n  Zonar.  Vit.  GalHcn.  p.  435.  »  Trcbel.  Poll,  in  Vit.  Trigint. 

Tyranii.  p.  134.  J  Aurcl,  Vit.  p.  ^ij. 

'  from 
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from  bome,  and  retired  into  Ferfia,  carrying  thither  a  great 
quantity  of  gold  and  filver  which  he  had  purloined.  There 
he  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  Fe^fian  king,  inftigsited 
him  to  make  war. upon  the  Romans,  and  ferved  him  as  a 
guide,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  countries,  in  his 
inarches  through  Mefopotamia,  Armenia,  and  Syria.  Sa- 
por, after  he  had  taken  and  plundered  Antioch,  returned 
into  Ferfia,  to  difcharge  his  army  of  the  immenfe  booty 
with  which  they  were  encumbered  j  and  left  Cyriades  go- 
vernor of  the  conquered  countries,  who  now  aiTumed  the 
dtle  of  Caefar,  and  foon  after  that  of  Auguftus,'  and  was 
acknowleged emperor  by  mod  of  the  eaftern  provinces!^. 
ntSey-  At  the  fame  time  the  Borani,  a  Scythian  nation,  eroding 

tkiame§m»  the  Euxine  Sea,  furprifed  and  plundered  the  cities  orPytus 
iii/^rfot     inBofporus,  and  Trapezus  in  Pontus ;  then,  advancing  to 
thmm       ^^  neighbourhood  of  Byzantium,  they  croffed  over  into 
'  Jfia.  AGa,  and  furprifed  the  cities  of  Chalcedon,  Nicasa,  Apa- 

mxat  Frufa,  and  feveral  other  places,  which  they  plunder- 
ed  \  and  then  returned,  loaded  with  riches,  into  their  own 
country^.    Next  year,  when  Secularis  and  Baflus  were  con- 
fuls^  Valerian  marched  from  Cappadocia,  whither  he  had 
purfued  the  Scythians,  into  Syria,  recovered  Antioch,  and 
advanced  into  Mefopotamia,  where  he  met  Sapor,  attacked 
him,  but,  by  the  treachery  of  Macrianus,  who  perfuaded 
him  to  engage  in  a  difadvantageous  poft,  loft  the  flower 
of  his  troops  in  the  a£^ion,  and  was  himfelf  taken  prifoner'. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Thus  Zonarus,  Aurelius  Vidlor,  Eutropius,  and  Agathias  ; 
z6oS.      but  Zozimus  relates,  that  Valerian  having,  after  the  battle 
U  C  loos'  *^  '•^'^ich  he  was  defeated,  been  prevailed  upon  to  confer  in 
'  perfon  with  Sapor,  was  feized  by  that  trieacherous  prince. 

raUrian      Be  that  as  it  may,  all  authors  agree,  that  he  was  taken  pri- 
defiatid  by  foner,  carried  in  triumph  by  Sapor  into  Ferfia,  and  infulted 
ihi  Per-      \xi  a  moft  difgraceful  manner  by  that  haughty  conqueror; 
fiansana^    who,  after  having  (hewn  him  loaded  with  chains  in  all  the 
fyj'g^f  '    chief  cities  of  his  empire,  treated  him  with  great  indigni* 
ties,  making  him  his  footftobl  whenever  he  mounted  on 
horfeback '.     He  was  taken  in  the  year  260,  the  feventieth 
year  of  hi&  age,  and  iixth  of  his  reign,  being  alive  in  the 
year  263  ;  and  the  chronicle  of  Alexandria  tells  us,  that  he 
did  not  die  till  the  year  269.     After  his  death  his  body  was 
flayed  by  Sapor's  orders,   prefcrved  in  fait,  and.  his  fkin 

p  Vit.  Trigint.  Tyran.  p.  185.  q  Zof.  lib.  i.  p.  648.        » Zo- 

nar.  p.  234.  Vi6l.  Epit.  Eutrop.  Feft,  Agath.  lib.  iv.  p.  153. 
»  Eiifeb.  Orat.  Conft.  cap.  24,  La6t.  Ptrfccut.  cap.  5.  Orof.  lib.  vii. 
cap.  xa.  Vit.  Valcr.  p.  175. 

dreflTed, 


The  Roman  Hiftory. 

dreffed,  dyed  red,  and  expofed  in  a  temple  ;  where,  to  the 
eternal  ignominy  of  the  Roman  name,  it  was  exhibited  to 
all  foreign  princes  and  ambaflTadors,  as  a  lafling  monument 
of  the  power  of  the  Perfian  monarch  (M). 
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(M)  We  are  told,  that  no- 
thing grieved  the  unhappy  Va- 
lerian, in  his  deplorable  condi- 
tion, fo  much  as  to  fee  himfelf 
entirely  negledted  by  his  fon 
Oallienus,  who  was  fo  far  from 
urging  the  Perfian  king  to  fet 
him  at  liberty,  or  offering  to 
ranfom  him,  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  exprefled  uncom- 
mon joy  when  news  were 
brought  him  of  his  captivity : 


though  mod  foreign  princes, 
and  even  thofe  who  had  affift- 
cd  Sapor  in  his  wars  againft  the 
Romans,  did  all  that  lay  in 
their  power  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  grant  the  Roman  em- 
peror his  liberty;  but  the 
haughty  Perfian  was  too  much 
elated  with  his  fuccefsto  be  ter- 
rified with  the  menaces  of  his 
enemies,  or  to  hearken  to  the 
intreaties  of  his  friends. 


END  OF   THETHIRTEENTH    VOLUME. 
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